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Introduction 
 
The Puyallup School District prepared a Standard Educational Specification (Ed Spec) that applies 

to all Elementary Schools included in the 2015 bond. The Standard Ed Specs are the basis for the 
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site specific Ed Specs. The New Elementary School on Site 25 will follow the 44 Homeroom Model 

referred to in the General Ed Specs. 

 
Project Rationale 
 
The Puyallup School District has seen significant growth that is projected to continue into the 

foreseeable future. The current facilities do not adequately accommodate the current or 

projected enrollment; much of this growth is occurring in the South Hill area of Puyallup, where 

this new school will be constructed on site #25.  The new elementary school will help alleviate 

the overcrowding at the other elementary schools in this part of the District. The voters approved 

a bond in November of 2015 to fund this and other projects needed to address needs in the 

District. 

 
 
General Project Description  
 
The District has a Long Range Facility Plan that outlines how to address the growth. The new 

Elementary School on Site #25 is an important part of this plan. The new Elementary School will 

be constructed in the south part of the District where much of the growth and overcrowding 

occurs.   

 

The new school is planned for a larger capacity than other elementary schools in the District, 

intended to have 44 home rooms and a core capacity of 1080 K-6 students. The decision to 

increase the building capacity of new elementary building projects will create a wide range of 

programmatic opportunities for students and provide higher efficiencies in the delivery of the 

educational model adopted by the District. It also has significant benefits to the timing of work in 

the Long Range Facilities Plan.  

 
The New Elementary school on Site #25 is intended to provide a full, comprehensive elementary 

school curriculum that supports the diverse needs of the students as well as creating a collegial 

and collaborative environment for teachers, parents and students.  

 
Process 
 
The Puyallup School District developed a District Standard Educational Specification (Ed Spec) 

that will serve as a basis for the Site Specific Ed Specs at each project.   The Site Specific Ed 

Spec for the new elementary school on site 25 will adopt the Standard Ed Specs for 44 

Homerooms with Site Specific amendments. 
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The process to develop the Standard Ed Specs began in November 2015, with the creation of a 

Core Team that included the Director of Educational Planning, Director of Capital Planning, an 

Elementary School Principal, a High School Principal, a Chief Academic Officer, and an architect. 

This Core Team met with several groups of teachers and administrators during November and 

December 2015 to get input on specific academic and support areas.  

 

The Site Specific Ed Spec process for the new Elementary School began in May of 2016.  

There was a series of workshops in May, June and August that included Educators and District 

facilities people, most of whom were participants in the General Ed Specs; this group also 

included community members near the new school site. This group was referred to as the Design 

Advisory Team (DAT), participants are listed in the acknowledgments herein.   

 

Through this process the DAT explored and discussed specific issues related to this school 

including: characteristics of the community and neighborhood; characteristics of the parcel of 

land for the new school; special consideration for a school of 1080 students; desired relationships 

of learning areas within the school.   

 
Project Schedule 
 
The schedule of New Puyallup Elementary is as follows: 

Ed Spec and predesign  May – October 2016 

Schematic Design  November 2016 – January 2017 

Design Development  February – June 2017 

Contract Documents  July 2017 – January 2018 

Bid    January - February 2018 

Construction   Spring of 2018 – July of 2019 

Occupy    August of 2019 

 
 

General Community and Site Information 
 

The New Elementary school will be located on a 17 acre parcel fronting 144th St East, directly 

west of 80th Ave Ct East. The attendance area is to be determined. The surrounding 

neighborhood is single family residential in character, though historically it was more rural; it is 

now zoned Moderate Density Single Family.  
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Arterial 144th St East is the only public frontage and vehicular access point to the school site. The 

site is wooded with generally newer growth comprised predominantly of deciduous trees and 

some conifers as well as brush under the tree canopy.  The site slopes from east (high) to west 

(low) potentially providing some territorial view from the uphill side looking west; Mt Rainer is to 

the southeast though further exploration is needed to determine if there is view potential from an 

upper story in the new building.   

Site Specific General Building Considerations 

The New Elementary School on Site #25 will have a larger design capacity than other elementary 

schools in the district, special consideration should be made to account for this including: 

- Create a smaller sense of scale within the larger school building where younger children can 

feel comfortable and safe in a larger school. 

- Develop learning neighborhoods for each grade level to allow for collaboration and 

instructional support. 

- Plan the parking and drive areas to accommodate the large volume of cars and buses that 

will come to the site. 

- Allow for adequate play and outdoor activities for a large student population.  

- Allow for a good flow of movement through the school to reduce congestion that can occur 

in a school with higher enrolment. 
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Goals and Vision for the new Elementary School 

The Goals and Vision for the new Elementary school are aligned with the Mission, 
Vision and Beliefs of the Puyallup School District. 
 

Puyallup School District Mission 

The Puyallup School District, in partnership with our diverse communities, educates 
and inspires students to reach their full potential. 

 
Puyallup School District Vision 

Puyallup School District students will be: 

o Skilled in successfully applying knowledge in all required subjects. 
o Competent as critical and innovative thinkers able to analyze and solve 

complex problems. 
o Engaged as life-long learners pursuing their goals and dreams.  
o Successful as communicators and collaborators.  
 
o Proficient in demonstrating an understanding of and a respect for 

individual differences.  
 
o Prepared to transition to post-high school opportunities and be able to 

compete locally and globally.  
 
o Skilled in making life choices that are healthy and socially responsible.  
o Motivated to strive for excellence. 

Each student engaged in quality instruction every day and in every 
classroom. 

 

Puyallup School District Beliefs 

In partnership with our communities, we: 

• Treat each student as a unique learner. 

•  Ensure all students have equal opportunities for learning and are supported in achieving 
competency in required subject and performance areas. 

•  Regularly assess, evaluate, and communicate to students, families, and the community 
the results of student performance. 

•  Engage parents/guardians, family members, guardians, and students as active partners 
in the educational process. 

•  Incorporate concepts of diversity that benefit all and are integral in all district endeavors. 

•  Communicate effectively with parents/guardians, students, staff, and members of the 
community. 

•  Cultivate and maintain partnerships that support district goals. 
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The Educational Specifications for the Elementary on Site #25 are based on the District Standard 

Educational Specifications for Elementary schools (attached) for the 44 homeroom Model. The following 

are amendments to the Standard Ed Spec Documents to reflect to Site specific conditions for the New 

Elementary on Site #25: 

 

1. The applicable parts of the Area Summary are to be the columns under the header “44 

Homeroom Model”. Disregard the column referred to as “30 homeroom Model” for the New 

Elementary on Site #25. 

2. For each Ed Spec Section that lists a different “Size of Space / Function Area” for the 30 

homeroom model and 44 homeroom model, the 44 homeroom model size will be used. 

3. At section “Site: Bus Drop-off / Pick-up Area”, ADD the following site specific information to 

“Description of needs”:  

- Number of Buses shall be (12) twelve. 

- It is preferable for the bus drop-off to be near the covered play area to allow a covered 

waiting area for students.  At the start of the school day, students are planned to gather at 

the play area and under het covered play structure prior to entering the building, so it is 

beneficial to have drop-off near the covered play or with a cleat and supervisable path from 

the drop-off to the covered play. 

4. At section “Site: Parent Drop-off / Pick-up Area”, ADD the following site specific information to 

“Description of needs”:  

- Provide a drop-off / pick-up area that can accommodate approximately 200 - 400 cars – A 

traffic engineer shall be consulted to help develop an organized traffic pattern to 

accommodate the anticipated volume of cars  

5. At section “Site: Parking Areas”, ADD the following site specific information to “Description of 

needs”:  

- Provide parking for approximately 100 - 120 cars for visitors and 70-80 cars for staff. A 

traffic engineer shall be consulted as the design progresses to advise and confirm 

appropriate numbers of parking stalls 

6. At section “Site: Self Contained Drop-off/ Pick-up Area”, ADD the following site specific 

information to “Description of needs”:  

- Provide a drop-off / pick-up area than can accommodate approximately 4 cars or accessible 

vans. This this should be located close to the location of the self-contained classrooms.  
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7. At section “Site: Portable Buildings”, ADD the following site specific information to “Description 

of needs”:  

- Provide services and location for (4) four portables. 

8. At section “Site: Covered Play”, ADD the following site specific information to “Description of 

needs”:  

- Provide 2 separate covered play structures 
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•  Provide students and staff a safe and supportive learning and working environment. 

•  Demonstrate accountability to all stakeholders. 

 

Stated Goals of the New Elementary Design Advisory Team  
 
The following (items in bold reflect goals or themes that the DAT discussed; with 
each goal there are descriptors to explain the features or characteristics that would 
support the goal. 
 

 Support different types of learning activities and groupings  

- Provide areas for larger group gatherings (multiple grades) such as the 
“Learning Stair” 

- Provide areas for smaller groups or individuals such as nooks that may be 
in learning areas or off common areas. 

 Support collaboration and teaming at grade levels 

- Locate classrooms of same grade level together in a neighborhood of 
classrooms 

- Allow for ease of connection and teaming between classrooms (of same 
grade level) 

- Allow for ease of collaboration between grade level instructors  

 Allow for ease of movement in the school  

- Design hallways and stairs to reduce congestion  

- Good visibility and management as classes of students move from one 
area of the school to another  

 Safe / secure environment that is welcoming,  

- Apply best practices for safety in an elementary school (apply principals of 
CPTED – Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) 

- Make the school a place that students feel comfortable and secure 
(minimize opportunity for bullying, theft, etc). 

- Allow for good visibility 

- Have a welcoming look to the school (not like a jail)  

- Locate kindergarten near administration 

 Students develop a sense of ownership,  

- Students develop a sense of  independence and  responsibility  
- Design to allow items for student use to be  at the student's level - 

student scale 

- Relaxed environment, comfortable 

 The school should be an inspiring place for the kids and for the staff 
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- Something outside of the box – whimsical 

- A place that shows education is valued and they are valued 

 Connection with nature and environment around school  

-  Preserve the quality and sense of nature at site  
-  Create outdoor learning areas (“Kids like to be outside”) 
- Relate classrooms and learning areas to the woods and the natural setting 

 Space for students to move, play and do projects 

- Good spaces for project activities  

- Adequate and appropriate areas for play (indoor and outdoor). 

 

 Feel of a community school 

-  inclusive to all students,  

- Access to fields and community use areas 

- welcoming for community  

- be a good neighbor (respect buffer to neighbors, mitigate traffic impacts) 

 Well planned site circulation for the high volume of cars and buses 
and a larger school 

- Long queuing area to reduce back-up onto road 

- Adequate parking for larger events with minimal impact to neighbors 

- Provide safe pathways to and from school to encourage bikes and walkers 

 
Adjectives Design Advisory Team used to describe what new 
school when completed: 

 

“Peaceful” 

“Spacious” 

“Comforting” 

“Light” 

“Beautiful” 

“Place of discovery” 

“Welcoming” 

“Excitement of students to be in school – inspiring” 

“I wish I was 10 again” 

 
General Design Considerations 
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Integrated Technology  

The Puyallup School District will provide take advantage of current technology to 

support teaching and learning. This will include one to one devices for students 

grades 4-6 and shared use of computers on carts for grades K-3. Technology will 

also include the use of multiple digital display / presentation areas in classrooms 

(interactive board for teacher presentation and separate screen for student 

presentation / display).  

The design of the new school should be forward thinking in considering how learning 

activities may occur differently with the integration of technology.  Allow for 

changing technology over time. 

 
Maintenance 
 
Puyallup School District makes a commitment to properly maintain all of their 

facilities. With the new school, it is important that buildings systems and material 

selections be made to help minimize the effort required to maintain the new facility. 

The District and design team will develop an Owners Performance Requirements to 

outline building systems, equipment and design features to allow for maintainability 

and lower cost of ownership.  

 
Sustainability 
 
The new school should be energy efficient and should take advantage of learning 

opportunities to allow the building to be a teaching tool. The approach to 

sustainability should be holistic in developing strategies that are environmentally 

responsible, save energy, create healthy indoor environments and allow students to 

recognize the effects their actions have on the environment.  

 
Outdoor Learning and play areas 

The DAT discussed the natural setting and how that may inform the play and outdoor 

learning areas. They liked the aspect of nature - instead of chain-link fencing 

consider natural rail, log. Consider if the storm pond can be a natural water feature - 

biology lab. Consider how to integrate the school with existing trees that are not 

affected by construction.  The DAT likes the idea of a path than runs through the 

woods that may be used for nature walks, to identify plants and other earth science 

learning.  They liked the idea of a (quite) outdoor learning area separate from the 
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play area. Some DAT members toured Cherrycrest elementary school in Bellevue and 

saw this as an example of where wooded areas were close to classroom areas and a 

setting where - classes go outside to learn in a natural yet superviseable area; they 

liked that a split rail fence defines the boundary and the chain-link perimeter fence is 

not visible. They noted that these types of settings can work well - it has to do with 

operation. 

 

Library space 

The Library is an important space for multiple uses. It is used as a classroom and 

teaching space for library classes. It is also used for large meetings – such as the 

staff meeting. Considering the size of the new school, a staff meeting in the library 

needs to accommodate 60+ people. It is not really used as a “drop-in space” it is 

generally booked through the day with classes and meetings. 

 

 Printed books continue to be an important part of library yet technology is changing 

the skills that a librarian is teaching; now the focus is on how to use technology for 

quality research and finding good information on the internet. The library space 

should be open, visible yet have some nooks.  

 

Learning Stair 

While a Learning stair is not part of the general ed specs, this was seen by some DAT 

members while touring Cherrycrest Elementary School in Bellevue. The DAT 

considers this a valuable space in the new school. This can be used for a larger group 

/ multi class teaching area when the commons or library are not available;  it is a 

good place for informal non-scheduled activities; a place for projects or break-out 

groups and a good area for PTA or other after school meeting space. The larger stair 

area also allows for a bigger circulation area that eases congestion. 

 

Classroom Neighborhoods 
 
There will be 6 classes per grade level; to help; create a smaller sense of community 

within the large school and to facilitate collaboration among teachers, it is desirable 

to group grade level classrooms together in a neighborhood of 6 rooms, preferably 

looking back toward each other. These are ideally off the main circulation path to 

minimize disruption of one grade level while another is moving through the school. 
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Vehicular Circulation and Parking 
 
Provide a high capacity queuing area for cars, particularly in the afternoon pick-up. 

Develop an organized circulation path to allow a good flow of cars through the site. 

Separate the buses and staff from parent / visitor areas – the bus and staff parking 

may be together. Size the bus loading/drop-off areas for 12 regular buses and up to six Special 

Ed buses. Allow vehicular access for parent pickup/drop-off of approximately 485 students. 

Numbers of vehicles at pickup/drop-off could vary widely depending on the level of carpooling 

achieved and a range of 200 to 400 vehicles may be encountered. Plan parking available for 70-

80 staff and an adequate number of visitor stalls (assume 100 to 120). Additional parking for 

public events will be included where space is available and within the limits of the overall 

construction budget. Allow for growth of both bus and parent loading/drop-off areas to provide 

for student population growth and a change in demographics and/or vehicle use patterns. Refer 

to the “Site Specific Amendments” of these Site Specific Ed Specs for more 

information about vehicular circulation and parking.   


