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Schoolhouse Tour to visit
Emerald Ridge
The new series of the district Schoolhouse Tours will
start with a visit to Emerald Ridge High School on
October 11.  The tour begins with a short program at
9:30 am at the district�s Education Service Center,
302 Second Street SE in Puyallup.  Following the
program, buses depart for the tour and will return at
1:30 pm.  Lunch is served; cost is $3.  For reserva-
tions or more information, call 841-8703.

Puyallup Schools do
�The Puyallup�
�Celebrating a Century of Children� will be
the focus of Puyallup's day at the Western
Washington Fair on Wednesday, September
13.  District Superintendent Susan Gourley is
planning a day of activities showcasing many
of the district's programs.  Please join us in
the Education Building.  Events are sched-
uled from 10 am until 10 pm.

Calendars are
available
The 2000-01 district calen-
dar is now available.
Contact your school princi-
pal to receive a copy.
Copies are also available
from the Education Service
Center at 302 Second Street
SE in Puyallup.
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School is starting
Schoolbells ring for students in Puyallup
School District on September 5.  Regis-
tration for students new to the district is
currently under way at all schools.  To
register for kindergarten, parents should
bring a copy of their child's immunization
record and birth certificate.  To register at
all other grades, students will need a
copy of their immunization record and a
last report card.

If you�re looking for new Superintendent Susan
Gourley, chances are you will find her walking
through the lunch line with elementary students,
listening to junior high students tune their
musical instruments, or looking under car hoods
in the high school automotive
technology class.

In her first few months on the
job, and even before she
officially started her new
position in July, Gourley has
surrounded herself with
students, asking questions,
listening to their thoughts, and
learning from their education
and training. The new schools chief has designed
an ambitious entry plan that puts her in class-
rooms, work sites, and the community to allow
her to "listen and learn" from students, staff, and
the community.

�The reason I decided to come to Puyallup
revolves around the community here and the
school district, which has shown a commitment to
the children and to their education.� She says she

Puyallup welcomes new educational leader

For a listing of
dates and times for
the public to meet
and greet the new
superintendent,

see page 3.

Superintendent Susan Gourley meets with high school
leaders (left to right seated) Zach Sullivan, Walker High
School; Superintendent Susan Gourley, Kyle Evans,
Rogers High School; and Iris Quimby, Emerald Ridge High
School.  Seated in front is Josh Folk, Puyallup High School.

hopes to continue to build on the strengths of the
district and the community, adding the whole
community must work together to be successful. �I
believe there isn't anything a group of people with a
common goal cannot accomplish.�

Gourley understands that there are students
in Puyallup who come to school with every
possible advantage that a caring family and
community can provide, but also recog-
nizes that there are plenty of students who
come to school with a great variety of
unmet needs.

�It is our job to welcome all of the students
equally, to treat them all with respect,

dignity, and equity, and to provide them all with the
best education possible. Doing that is in fact the
challenge, and it is also my number one priority.

�What we in education are doing is not an easy
thing. We do not get a second chance with our
students. Usually it is the things in life that are hard
that are the most important.�

�contributed by Erica Rische,
Pacific Lutheran University student
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disability. This holds true for all students who
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Human Resources) and Section 504
Coordinator (Director of Employee Relations)
at 302 Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
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human resources, and assistant superinten-
dent. Gourley�s interest in education first
developed from the admiration and respect
she held for teachers she had when she was
in high school. �I recognized the importance
that they had in my own life and they were
my role models,� Gourley said.  Gourley
earned her B.S. in home economics
education from Oregon State University.
She continued with her education by getting
a M.Ed. in Guidance and Counseling, also
from Oregon State University.  Gourley then

entered a doctorate program where she
received a Ph.D. in Educational Policy and
Management from the University of
Oregon. Gourley added that her educational
experiences, especially in her master�s
program in guidance counseling, have
taught her the importance of listening, an
essential skill for a superintendent to have.
�Listening is not just about hearing the
words, but working to understand what they
are truly saying to you,� Gourley con-
cluded.

For Superintendent Susan Gourley, educa-
tion has been a life-long passion.  A native
Oregonian, Gourley has worked for the
Hood River School District, Silverton
Union School District, Josephine County
Unit School District, Lincoln County
School District, as well as the Salem-Keizer
School District.  Within these school
districts, she has served in a variety of roles
including teacher, counselor, athletic
director, assistant principal, secondary
curriculum project director, director of

Short biography: Susan Gourley

Celebrating a century of Puyallup's children
It is my pleasure, as your
new Superintendent, to
welcome you �back to
school� as we begin the
2000-2001 school year.
I am excited about the
year ahead!

Educational excellence
means providing
opportunities for all
students to succeed.  We
want students to graduate
with the essential skills
and knowledge, technical
competence, and
personal qualities to be
responsible, contributing
citizens.  It is my belief
that by working together
we can achieve this goal
and make a difference in
the lives of our children
and the future of our
community.

As your new superinten-
dent, I follow a succes-
sion of educational
leaders who have worked hard to build
excellent educational programs for the
children of this community.  I am committed
to maintaining and strengthening that
tradition of educational excellence for all of
our students.  In the year ahead, I hope to
visit every classroom in our district.  I want
to meet our students, greet our staff, and

students. As part of my entry
plan to the Puyallup School
District community�my
commitments to the board for my
first year in the district�I will be
spending time meeting, listening,
and learning from you�our
students, staff and community.
I'll look for you at PTA meetings,
Rotary and Kiwanis, at the South
Hill Community Council�just
to name a few of my destina-
tions�and of course, at the Fair!

Families need to be involved in
their child's education.  Commu-
nity partnerships are critical to a
sound educational program.  I
have a strong belief in the power
of actions taken together, and I
am committed to working to
engage all members of our
community in the education of
our children.

As I visited Puyallup for the first
time, I learned that the name
�Puyallup� means �generous
people.�  As I moved into

Puyallup and began to make it my new
home, I learned how true this statement is.  I
am impressed with the level of support and
commitment you hold for our schools.  This
is truly a very special place in which to live
and work, I am very pleased to be a part of
this community.

enjoy the learning which happens in each of
our schools.

In this, my first year, I want to listen and
learn�from everyone!  Communication is
essential to the success of our school district
and, ultimately, to the success of our



A Message from the Board

Karen Pickett
Puyallup School
Board President

As our children start back to school
with new backpacks, shoes, and empty
computer disks, it reminds us not just
how much they personally grow and
change, but how much their educational
world is changing.

The Puyallup School District also has
faced phenomenal changes in the past
few years. Even though change is
difficult in many ways, the changes give
us many reasons to be optimistic about
the education our students will be
receiving in the coming years.

The district Student Learning Depart-
ment is working diligently with staff to
supply the materials and support that
students will need to meet new rigorous
standards. In addition, thanks to

Puyallup voters, we are in the midst of the
most extensive building and remodeling
effort in the history of our district. Our
children will have room to learn and grow
in the cleanest and safest environment
ever�not to mention nineteen new buses
to transport them there!

The Board of Directors recently
recognized the 1999-2000 certificated
and classified staff retirees at their
meeting in June.  Following a presenta-
tion outlining the retiring staff
member�s professional career, each
retiree received an award of recognition
from the school board.

Retiring staff members include:

Denna Asbjornsen, Doris Bach, Lu
Bowerman, Dorothy Broberg, Joseph
Clark, Michael Clement, Carol Coe,
Keith Crouchet, Geoff Doll, Dale
Downing, Sandy Dunterman, Rosemary
Eckerson, Leo Emery, Jim Fosnick,
Lois Gliddon, James Halpin, Sunny
Hansen, Bryant Hard, Bill Hawk,
Michael Kane, Ed Kazinsky, Burton
Knox, Jim Krack, Virginia Lancaster,
Judy Leikam, JoAnn Lund, Theresa
Lunden, Tom McIlraith, Sandy Noreen,
Virginia Owens, Don Patterson, Adelle
Rath, Elton Roth, Ruth Schmeling, Ken
Scott, Nancy Severtson, Glen Shagren,

Karen Sonn, Dick Sovde, Helen
Stender, Gail Sundahl, Daryl
Treadway, Sue Wardlow, Kay Wetzel,

Maridee Wildermuth, Maryruth
Williamson, and Richard Zech.

Retiring staff  members were recognized for their achievements at
the Puyallup School Board�s June meeting.

Meet the new
superintendent
Celebrate the opening of school and
the beginning of a new century of
education in Puyallup School District
by joining Superintendent Susan
Gourley at these special events:

Rally Day in Puyallup
August 28, 8:15 am
Puyallup High School
Auditorium
105 Seventh Street SW

Rally Day Flag Raising
August 28, 1 pm
Puyallup School District
Education Service Center
302 Second Street SE

Inaugural Parade at
Emerald Ridge High School

September 5, 12:45 pm
Emerald Ridge High School
12405 184th Street E

First Night Barbecue At
Puyallup High School

September 5, 4:30 pm
Puyallup High School
105 Seventh Avenue SW

Celebrating a Century of Children
"Fair Day in Puyallup"
September 13, 10 am until 10 pm
Education Building at the Western
Washington Fairgrounds

Superintendent Gourley will also be
�out and about� in a number of other
schools and departments throughout the
first day of school.  You are invited to
meet and greet our new Superintendent
and join in on some old fashioned
schoolhouse fun and celebration!

Certainly, the hiring of Dr. Susan
Gourley as our new superintendent has
got to be one of our most visible
changes! The board is grateful for the
input the community provided and the
time many spent meeting the candidates
and sharing their opinions. We have
been able to spend a substantial amount
of time with Susan this summer, and
every day we see her in action, we are
convinced that we have made the right
choice. You will see her out and about!

Thanks to all of you who embrace
change as a positive force.  I want you
to know that your board and district
staff continually put children first. Our
goal is and always will be to provide an
excellent education to all the children
you entrust to our care.

School Board honors recent retirees

We need your help
Volunteers are needed to help with
reading and other subjects.  Hours are
flexible, and the rewards are great.
Interested parents, businesspersons,
and community members can sign up
by contacting Karen Hansen by
telephone at 841-8703 or email at
khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.
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Providing excellence in education
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horseback riding, boating, and the water slide.

Mountain View Principal Bob Livingston joins his students
on the water slide each year and gets them excited about
camp weeks before by promising he will take the plunge.
Livingston has participated in camp activities as principal
the past five years, as assistant principal for one year, and as
a sixth-grade teacher for six years.  �It�s just a wonderful
program,� he says. �The kids go to camp and return with
such strong bonds.�

Opportunities for self-expression through art projects and
creative writing are also provided during the week to
encourage an appreciation of beauty and nature, says Camp
Coordinator Bob Nanney, who is also principal at Riverside
Elementary.

Ask any student, however, and they are likely to say their
favorite time of day is evening campfire.  After a day of
science lessons, raising and lowering the flag, eating in the
dining hall, cleanup, and recreational time, comes the time
for skits, songs, cabin unity, and, without question, loud
voices.  Awards are also presented at campfire for various
cabin accomplishments, such as Most Spirited, Top Dog,
and Best Manners.

The first outdoor education program was initiated by
Mountain View Elementary in spring, 1978, in a coopera-
tive agreement with Tacoma Public Schools.  The idea
spread to other schools, and in 1986 a districtwide program
was adopted to include all sixth-grade students.

About 140 students representing several elementary
schools attend camp per week, and camp sessions run from
early April through the middle of May.  Students go home
with several mementos, including camp T-shirts or
sweatshirts, lanyard necklaces full of multi-colored beads
recognizing individual and team accomplishments, and, for
many, disposable cameras or written journals capturing
friends and fun.

All sixth-grade students are eligible to go to camp,
including those with special diets, medications, or other
needs.  A nurse is on duty 24 hours and dispenses all
medication. Camp cost $97 last spring, and some schools
organized fundraisers or offered scholarships to make sure
all students could attend.

Camp directors are sixth-grade teachers �who love camp,�
says Nanney.  Counselors are trained high school students
who must pass strict academic requirements, have a clean
attendance record with no major disciplinary issues, have
teacher permission to excuse them from each class, and
complete an extensive, two-page application.  Counselors
are responsible for between six and eight students through-
out the day, including participating with campers during
recreation, meals, campfire, cabin free time, and sleeping at
night. �They know our expectation of them is to set a good
example for the students,� says Nanney.

In the end, students return to schools with hoarse voices,
dirty clothes, new friends, and hopefully, Nanney says, a
better understanding and appreciation of the environment.

�A camper is a rare combination of natural freshness,
alarming frankness, unpredictable thoughts and actions,
tangled hair, boisterous belly laughs, and unbelievable
sincerity and enthusiasm. He dislikes rest time, carrying his
luggage, cold showers, getting up in the morning, seeing
his counselor go home, and letting his pet frog
go at the end of the week at camp.�
�Excerpt from a 1997 handbook for camp counselors in

the Puyallup School District

The above description of a typical sixth-grade camper is just
the beginning of a list of personality traits, feelings, and
lessons that accurately reflect life during the annual four-day
outdoor education camp held each spring.

Sixth-grade camp, held at either Miracle Ranch near Purdy
or Island Lake near Silverdale, is a place where friendships
are formed, science is learned, and memories to last a
lifetime are made in an action-packed, spirited four days
and three nights in the outdoors.

Because the Pacific Northwest is endowed with an abun-
dance of nature's resources, students are exposed to learning
more about their natural environment through lessons on
trees and plants, compass reading, wildlife, ecology trail,
pond life, and survival.  The instruction begins two weeks
before students leave for camp and is continued and
reinforced in the outdoors.

Of all the lessons learned, one of the most talked about by
students is a unit in survival skills.  Students are taught at
school how to build fires and outdoor shelters, then practice
what they have learned at camp.  As with most camp
activities, small groups of students team together in both
lessons.

In the 90-minute fire building class, students first collect fire
materials, then build a fire, and then try to boil water in a
can over the flame.  In the shelter lesson, students are given
15 minutes, a plastic garbage bag, tape, and the natural
surroundings to create a shelter that will protect them from
the elements.  The test?  Students crouch under their shelters
and helplessly watch as a teacher pours a container of water
over the top of their handiwork.  Often, students return to
their cabins for a change of clothes and a new appreciation
for outdoor survival.

Daily recreation at both camps includes archery, basketball,
volleyball, tetherball, Frisbee tossing, swinging, boating,
and canoeing.  At Miracle Ranch, students get a one-hour
lesson in horseback riding, while at Island Lake they can
brave the 44-foot tall water slide into the lake.  In all water
activities, students must pass swimming tests and/or wear
protective safety floatation devices.  Parents also must give
prior permission for students to participate in archery,

Sixth-grade camp teaches students new skills

AboAboAboAboAbovvvvve:e:e:e:e: Director Bob Nanney
boards the camp bus.

Left:Left:Left:Left:Left: Sixth graders work on
their camp lessons.



Emerald Ridge
appoints coaches
The Emerald Ridge High School
athletic program is up and running,
jumping, spiking, shooting, and
throwing.  Head coaches have been
selected for all twenty varsity sports,
and the search continues for a couple
more assistants to round out the staff.
All of the sports teams will play at
the varsity level with all but the
football team competing in the SPSL
South.  Many of these teams will be
participating in summer activities
throughout the state.

The Emerald Ridge High School
Student Advisory Committee selected
the Jaguar as the school�s mascot. These
same students selected the colors of
emerald green, silver, and black to
adorn the school and the team uniforms.
Throughout this year, coaches have been
busy ordering supplies, equipment, and
uniforms featuring the school colors.

The following staff members have been
appointed to coaching positions at
Emerald Ridge High School: Foot-
ball�Kelly Susee; assistants�John
Hammil, Brian Lowney, Brad Mirk, and
Matt Mueller.  Boys Basketball�Bob
Horton; assistant�John Hammil.  Girls
Basketball�Cindy Watters; assistant�
Misty Smith.  Girls Soccer�Dan
Stueckle.  Girls Gymnastics�Lisa
Kelsey; assistant�Roy Snyder.  Girls
Track�Laima Huston.  Boys Track�
Leo Kennan; assistant�Rick Burnley.
Boys Soccer�Wayne Ferris; assis-
tant�Moe Orcutt.  Girls Volleyball�
Lynn Wardle; assistant�Judy Grote.
Girls Fastpitch�Lynn Wardle.
Wrestling�Jim Meyerhoff Jr.;
assistant�Matt Mueller.  Cross
Country�Shane Silva.  Boys Base-
ball�Tim Spears; assistants�Brent
Anderson and Matt Mueller. Dance�
Nisha  Thompson.  Golf�Greg Marth;
assistants�Doug Hovde and Jim
Clifton. Girls Swimming�Ken Fidler;
assistant�Nicole Greenwood. Girls
Water Polo�Ken Fidler. Boys
Swimming�Rob Koeppen. Boys
Water Polo�Todd Fletcher.

Special Services
Lori Jowers will be returning to the
Puyallup School District as the assistant
director of special services this year after
five years of working in the White River
School District and at Options Unlimited,
Inc. Her previous line of duty in the
Puyallup School District was a special
education teacher.  Lori received her
bachelor�s degree at Washington State
University and her master�s degree at
Pacific Lutheran University.

Leaving her position as principal at Aylen
Junior High, Valeria Smith is the new
assistant director of special services.  Val
has been working in the Puyallup School
District since 1970 in Stewart, Sunrise,
Woodland, Pope, Ridgecrest, and Spinning
Elementary schools and Aylen Junior High.
She received her bachelor�s degree at
Central Washington University and then
went on to receive her master�s degree at
Pacific Lutheran University.

Business
Debra Aungst is replacing Terri Patton as
assistant superintendent.  She has worked in
several areas, such as the Renton and
Issaquah School Districts, Kaye-Smith
Enterprises, and the U.S. Forest Service.
Debra received her bachelor�s degree from
the Central Washington University and her
master�s degree from Seattle University.

District hosts
track meet
Stahl Junior High students
Kyile Schreiner (left) and
Kathryn Racimo (right)
participate in the ball toss at
the Special Olympics in May
at Sparks Stadium.  Several
hundred people attended the
11th annual special
education event, where
district students participate
in various events and receive
ribbons for their efforts.

Students learn
about penguins
Kimberly Shoup�s second-grade
classroom at Pope Elementary School
recently was full of talk about penguins.
Her students began researching
information on penguins on the
internet. They also learned how to
import pictures from the internet.

Students were required to type
reports, draw pictures, and import
graphics from the internet for their
assignments.  The students finalized
their projects by importing their
pictures into a slide show including
music and transitions.

Fruitland Elementary School
Lisa Berry is transferring from Shaw
Road Elementary School to be the
principal of Fruitland Elementary
School.  She has worked within the
Puyallup School District since 1986 at
Shaw Road, Firgrove, and Stewart
Elementary.  She received her bachelor�s
degree from Pacific Lutheran University
and her master�s degree from Central
Washington University.

Hilltop Elementary School
Cory Crawford is transferring from
Fruitland Elementary School to be the
principal at Hilltop Elementary School.
Cory started working as a teacher in
Wenatchee in 1978 before moving to the
Orondo, Central Kitsap, and Auburn school
districts. He moved to the Puyallup School
District in 1993 where he has been the
principal until this year when Lisa Berry
fills his position.  He received both his
bachelor�s and master�s degrees from
Central Washington University.

Kalles Junior High
Kevin Hampton will be filling the
position of assistant principal at Kalles
Junior High this year.  Since 1998, Kevin
has been the assistant principal for Rogers
High School.  At Eastern Washington
University, he received both his
bachelor�s and master�s degrees.
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District fills leadership positions
Aylen Junior High School
Michael Prato will be taking on Valeria
Smith�s position as principal at Aylen
Junior High this year.  Michael started
working in schools in 1978 as a teacher in
the Tahoma School District.  He then
went on to work in the administrations of
the Federal Way and Edmonds school
districts.  Michael received both his
bachelor�s and master�s degrees at Central
Washington University.

Emerald Ridge High School
Gerald Denman has been appointed the
assistant principal for Emerald Ridge High
School.  Gerald was previously the dean of
students at Kentridge High School in Kent
and has worked in both the Kent and
Clover Park school districts.  He received
his bachelor�s degree at Central Washing-
ton University and his master�s degree at
City University.

Firgrove Elementary School
Firgrove Elementary has selected Guy
Kovacs as its new assistant principal.
Guy has been working with the Puyallup
School District since 1990. Most recently,
he worked as a teacher at Kalles Junior
High.  Guy has taught at Wildwood
Elementary and Kalles Junior High as
well as teaching for a few years in China.
He received his bachelor�s degree at
Pacific Lutheran University.
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Cutting, snipping, and gluing were a big
part of the lives of several Meeker staff
members this past spring as they designed,
constructed, and sold more than 125
handmade dolls to benefit the American
Cancer Society�s Relay for Life.

The project started when first-grade teacher
Donna Phillips showed Meeker staffers a
doll she had made for the holidays and
wondered if they might be interested in
making similar dolls.  Staff members
enthusiastically made and sold 35 dolls.
Joyce Frey took the craft project one step
further and dressed the doll with different
seasonal attire.  The doll craze caught on
throughout the district and Meeker staff
members began making dolls to sell for
their Relay for Life team.

Everyone had a certain job�whether it was
tearing skirts, dying socks, or sewing
jackets.  Once the jobs were finished the
team got together after school and the
assembly line began.  Faces appeared, hair
and hats were put on, and each doll�s

Meeker staff supports Relay for LifePara educator
helps save life
During the 11 years that para educator
Vickey Roller has worked for the
district, she has had a valid first aid
card.  Her training was put to good use
in May when at a Tacoma restaurant,
she heard the frantic cries from an
elderly gentlemen.  His wife was
struggling to remain upright.  Roller
asked her husband to call 911.  After
asking the elderly man about his wife�s
medical condition, she asked if the
woman was diabetic.  Roller didn�t get
a coherent answer, but followed her
training in dealing with seizures.  When
the paramedics arrived, they said the
woman was having a diabetic seizure
and that Roller helped save her life.
Roller often deals with students who
periodically have seizures.

personality began to emerge as designed by
the craftswoman wielding the glue gun.

The Meeker staff also produced a quilt
which was raffled  in June for Relay for
Life.  Each staff member designed a

square and a parent created a unique
quilt depicting a school house contain-
ing lots of windows represented by the
teacher squares.

�contributed by Gail Miller,
Meeker Teacher

On October 21, Community Fest 2000
(formerly the Stop the Violence Fair) will
offer the community information and tools
to prevent and decrease violence.  The
event also will celebrate the positive
activities in the community. In addition to
the all-day event at the Puyallup Fair-
grounds promoting local resources and
highlighting opportunities for community
involvement, there will be a Walk for
Peace and free seminars featuring experts
on violence prevention.

Community Fest 2000 will be under way
from 10 am to 5 pm with a big band
community dance and teen recreation
activities happening until 7 pm.  The Walk
for Peace begins at 8 am. Call 435-3930 for
more information.

�The Community Fest 2000 activities are
not meant to respond to crisis, but rather to
bring people together to develop positive
solutions,� Marcy Boulet, coordinator of the
event, said.  �We want people to apply tools

Community Fest helps build healthier lives
from Community Fest year-round. We want
to educate people about how to identify risk
factors that may lead to violence. We want
people to know how to access resources.�

Community Fest 2000 will focus on the 40
developmental assets identified by The
Search Institute in its determination of
qualities for a healthy community. These
assets include positive family communica-
tion, parent involvement in schooling,
integrity, honesty, social justice, personal
control and sense of purpose.

The Community Fest 2000 events are
sponsored by the Puyallup School District,
Good Samaritan Hospital, the Western
Washington Fair, Tacoma-Pierce County
Health Department,Violent Crime Victim
Services, Sumner School District and many
other organizations.

Community Education seminars
Three public seminars will be held as part of
Community Fest 2000. The seminars are

free and will be at All Saints Catholic
Church, 509 3rd St. in Puyallup.
�    7 pm, October 5: J. Thomas Kirkman,
director of the domestic violence prosecu-
tion unit for the Cape and Islands District
of Massachusetts and a nationally-known
expert on domestic-violence issues, will
discuss ways that law enforcement
agencies, courts, schools, churches,
community groups, and others can work
together to help solve the problem of
domestic violence.
��7 pm, October 12: Gary Benton,
executive director of Auburn Youth
Resources, will discuss six resources that
can help young people grow up healthy,
responsible, and with caring attitudes.
��7 pm, October 19: Gloria DeGaetano,
a nationally-known speaker and author, will
discuss ways to counter media violence. She
will provide questions that parents or
guardians can ask children about violence
depicted by the media that can offset the
potential negative effects of that violence.

Brouillet students
tour the world
Brouillet Elementary School sixth
graders researched a variety of
countries and cultures as they
presented a World�s Fair in May.  The
sixth graders opened their doors to
the other students and parents by
providing virtual tours around the
world.  Festivities included games,
video presentations, speeches, and
demonstrations.

Students and parents were able to view
pictures, touch artifacts, taste traditional
foods, observe the clothing, and listen to
music from countries in South America,
Africa, Europe, and Asia.

In other news, sixth-grade and
kindergarten students teamed up to
beautify the school grounds.  For a
new tradition, each year the sixth
graders will plant a tree to commemo-
rate their growth at Brouillet while the
kindergartners will plant a tree to grow
with them in their upcoming years.
The students will replant many of the
trees that have been removed in the
construction of the neighborhood.

�contributed by Gregg Kroll,
Brouilett Teacher

Meeker teacher Donna Phillips fits jackets on a group of  �Snow Dolls.�



Phoenix students get community service lesson
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coordinator for the Tahoma Food System in Tacoma. Little
says the non-profit organization�s primary goal is to make
sure there is plenty of locally fresh food.
�I love working with kids in an alternative program,� says
Little. �They need the one-on-one connection, and they
see the homeless people walking and sleeping nearby and
think, �maybe I�m not doing so bad'.�

 Much of the organic vegetables grown in the gardens is
sold to Community Supported Agriculture, she says.
Through CSA, members of the local and surrounding
communities can buy shares of garden space and receive
fresh food from June through October. Money collected
helps hire homeless and low-income people to help tend to
the gardens.

One CSA shareholder is John Turner of Vashon Island. He
and his wife, Susan, volunteer a couple days every week to
help water and care for the plants. Turner watched Phoenix
students work one morning last spring as he watered a
nearby section of the garden.

�I think what these kids are doing is wonderful,� he says. �I
really have a lot of respect for teachers who commit
themselves to a project like this. A lot of children think food
comes from the grocery store. Here they know what goes
into the growing process.�

Safety is a top priority, Tucker says, and students are
never allowed out of sight. The gardens are also fenced
and gated.

This past spring was the second time Phoenix students
helped in the Hilltop community garden and the first time
using a formal curriculum. They ended the six-week
outdoor unit by having a salad feast in the garden,
enjoying the fruits of their hard labor.  �Knowing that we
can help people is exciting, and it�s fun to sample
different things like mint, and garlic,� says 13-year-old
Nick Cron. �I think what we�re doing is a good deed.�

The late morning sun beat down on Autumn Murphy as she
pulled clumps of weeds from a dusty dirt pile. Nearby,
classmate Jonathan Westcott wiped sweat from his brow as
he carried an armful of rocks and dumped them near a
fence.  Shouts of  �I�m hot,� and �my hand hurts,� rang out
several times from the 25 Phoenix students gathered in the
community garden on Tacoma�s Hilltop, but none of the
students were even close to wanting to give up. They were
committed to clearing a section of the half-acre garden,
which helps the area�s needy and homeless.

The students traveled by bus to the garden once a week for
six weeks in May and June to prepare and plant a lot on G
Street, formerly a dumping ground of cans, bottles, waist-
high weeds, and other debris.

Before arriving at the garden, students spent four weeks in
class studying about pollination, fertilization, pH levels and
nitrogen, and other gardening essentials, says Rex Tucker,
who team-teaches the class with Robyn West. Phoenix
serves students in grades sixth through eighth who are at
risk of dropping out of school, and staff assists students and
parents or guardians in changing patterns of non-attendance,
inappropriate behavior, and/or academic failure.

Students started their hands-on gardening experience the
first day with a tour of the seven community gardens in
Tacoma�s Hilltop neighborhood, learning about what is
grown and how the gardens are managed. After the quick
introduction, they began the arduous task of clearing a
section of one of the gardens of rocks, weeds, and garbage
to make way for tomatoes, lettuce, herbs, beans, and onions.
Each Monday thereafter, students learned lessons on soil
rotation and nutrition, crop rotation, hydration, compost
piles and worm bins, planting, thinning and replacement,
and harvesting.

They also learned about human character, says Tucker, as
they watched people pass by with shopping carts carrying
their only possessions, or roll up sleeping bags on nearby

TRIAD Shareschool assists homeschoolers
teacher,  to develop an educational plan
for math, social studies, science, and
language arts.

Students are then grouped by age and meet
with Raymond and their peers once a
week for five hours to do group activities,
including math and computer games,
cooking projects, writing activities, and
science experiments.

Triad students also go on various field
trips throughout the year and take state-
mandated tests together.

Parents are required to complete and
record a minimum of 15 additional hours
of weekly instruction at home for
students in grades one through three, and
20 additional hours for grades four
through eight.

Last year there were 25 students enrolled
in the program from Puyallup and neigh-
boring cities, with several on a waiting
list.  To enroll, parents must fill out
enrollment cards and supply proper health
and immunization forms.  Priority is given
to Puyallup students.

For more information or to enroll, contact
Leslie Raymond at (253) 435-6705.

Phoenix students Steve Walp (left) and John
Hatton (right) work in their community
garden.

streets after a night without shelter.

�Students learn how what is produced can help others,
including those who are homeless or unemployed,� says
Tucker. �Many of these kids have never worked in the dirt
before, and this gets them to appreciate volunteering to
make the lives of others better. A person�s greatness is not
measured by money or power, but by acts of giving and of
service. This is a huge lesson in character education.�

The advisor for the project is Carrie Little, urban farm

Triad Shareschool is an alternative
education program combining
homeschool and public school for grades
one through eight.  The program uses the
shared efforts of parents, students, and
teachers to provide educationally enrich-
ing experiences.

Parents and students meet with Leslie
Raymond, program coordinator and lead
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PHS program wins national certification
Puyallup High School�s automotive
technology program, the only class of its
kind offered in this district, has received
national certification following an intensive
on-site evaluation and lengthy written
application.  The certification is significant,
says automotive teacher Larry Turner,
because it recognizes that students who
have passed the class are trained
technicians.  It also gives the school
program credibility with local employers
and allows students to use high school
credits earned in the class toward their
college education.

In March, Turner completed the National
Automotive Technicians Educational
Foundation (NATEF) certification
process.  When asked to rate his
students, program, and facilities, Turner
assigned impressive marks to all
categories.  NATEF gave Puyallup High
School higher ratings in every category,
guaranteeing certification in four areas:
brakes, suspension and steering,
electrical/electronic systems, and engine
performance.

The award comes after more than two
years of upgrades to the program,
including adding new equipment that
makes the school shop equivalent to area
automotive repair facilities.

Andy Drew, who graduated in June, wants

school began screening applicants this
year so that those interested in automo-
tive technology as a career pathway are
the first accepted into the program.  This
past year there were 120 students in the
program, including about 95 in the
beginning class and the remainder in a
combined intermediate/advanced class.

In the beginning class, students are
introduced to and examine all systems of
a car as they begin to learn the basic
mechanics of an automobile.  They
spend two weeks focusing on electron-
ics, applied physics, and principles of
technology, then spend another two
weeks applying their knowledge in
automotive shop.

As students move into the intermediate
and advanced level class, they do a more
in-depth study of automobiles and begin
performing more advanced skills such as
changing brakes.  Puyallup High rewrote
its curriculum several years ago to align
its teachings with curriculum expectations
established by NATEF.

Most of the cars students work on have
been donated by area businesses.  Stu-
dents are also permitted to work on their
own cars, provided they pay for supplies,
says Turner.

�contributed by Susan Gifford

PHS instructor
named Vocational
Teacher of the Year
Larry Turner, head of Puyallup High
School�s nationally recognized Automo-
tive Technology Program, has been
selected as this district�s Vocational
Teacher of the Year.

Turner, who has taught automotive
technology for the past nine years, was
selected from a
group of five
finalists submit-
ted to the Career
and Technical
Educational
management
team.  He
received his
plaque and
recognition in
spring at the
annual Washington Award for Voca-
tional Excellence (WAVE) banquet.
A teacher from each of the 14 Pierce
County school districts and four
community and technical colleges, as
well as outstanding students in the
field, are honored at the WAVE
banquet.
�Larry is an exemplary educator,�
says Leska Wetterauer, director of
Career and Technical Education in
Puyallup.  �His program serves as a
model for others in the area.�

Puyallup High�s automotive technol-
ogy program, which also serves
students from Rogers and Emerald
Ridge high schools, received national
certification last spring.

Larry Turner

Budget approval
Following a budget review session and
public hearing, the Board of Directors
approved the district�s budget for 2000-
01.  The budget is available at the
Education Service Center, 302 Second
Street SE.  For more information,
contact Terri Patton, Executive Director
for Business, at 841-8762 or by e-mail
at ttpatton@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Teachers celebrate their first year
In May, sixty-two first-year teachers
and their mentors gathered in Shaw
Road Elementary�s multipurpose
room to celebrate the ending of their
first year as educators in the Puyallup
School District.

Each year Puyallup�s first-year
teachers, who are assigned mentors at
the building level, receive assistance
from a district team of Instructional
Support Specialists (ISS). The
teachers participate in two days of
Induction Training, and attend
several workshops as part of

the Teacher Assistance Program.

For the ceremony, Assistant Superin-
tendent Molly Ringo joined ISS staff
Nita Green, Jim Pfeiffer, and Dianne
Andreassen in honoring this deserv-
ing group with certificates, personal-
ized posters, food, and a compilation
of pictures taken throughout the year
presented on video.

�contributed by the Instructional
Support Specialists

Debra Gottlob receives a certificate and
congratulations from Dr. Molly Ringo

Josh Lelli, who graduated in
June, works in the auto shop at
Puyallup High School.

to be a master technician in automotive
mechanics and plans to attend BATES
technical college during the next two
years.  �When I first started, I just wanted
to know a little more about cars,� he says.
�I liked it so much I stuck with it.�

The program is open to students in grades
ten through 12 and draws automotive
enthusiasts from Puyallup, Rogers, and as
of this fall, Emerald Ridge high schools.
Because of its popularity, however, the



More than 30 Rogers High students learned
how to fill out job applications and resumes,
dress for success, interview with prospec-
tive employers, and, in some cases, land
full- or part-time summer employment,
through the school�s new spring Job Fair.

The one-day fair, sponsored last April by
the high school�s Parent Ethnic Diversity
Committee and the Career Center, attracted
students like Senior Kelley Calvin, who was
hired on the spot for a summer job at
McDonalds.

�I was impressed at the good business
people there,� says Calvin, a 16-year-old
interested in pursuing a career as a music
producer or film director.  Among the skills
she says she can learn at McDonalds and
use in future careers are communication,
responsibility, and leadership.

Judy Baker, one of the members of the
Parent Ethnic Diversity Committee who
helped organize the fair in the school
commons, says the goal of the event was
two-fold: to assist students in the process of
getting employment, and to make it easier
for students and area employers to connect
with one another.

When the committee first organized the
event, it planned to increase access for
minority students to area employers and
allow them to approach the job process with
confidence in comfortable surroundings,
says member Lisa Tompkins.  �We knew the

fair and all the preparatory activity would be
beneficial to all Rogers students, however,
and tried to encourage as many students as
possible to get involved.�  Other committee
members who helped plan the event were
Maria Armenta, Craig Macadangdang, Jean
Boyles, Lisa Cuevas, and Rachel Tschabold.

Participating students spent several weeks
getting ready for the Job Fair by attending
job preparation seminars, developing
resumes, completing job applications, and
participating in mock interviews during
morning tutorials.
Several parents and employers donated their

time and expertise to assist students in their
preparatory activities, including Randy
Walden, Rogers High marketing teacher;
Bonnie Hermsen, of Interstate Distributing
Company; and Gerard Woodlief, Ed.D.,
Charles Harris, and Tompkins, of The
Boeing Company.

�I felt very comfortable during the inter-
views because of all the preparation,� says
Senior Mason Cohen, who showed up for
his interviews wearing dress slacks and a tie
and carrying a portfolio.  Cohen, who
worked this summer as an intern at The
Boeing Company, says he is interested in

pursuing a career in the engineering
technology field and is especially interested
in working with robotics.

Employers participating in the Job Fair
included Albertsons, People Placers, Red
Robin, Skyhawks Sports Academy,
McDonalds, Zales Jewelers, Burger King,
Jack-in-the-Box, Merrill Gardens, Golden
Touch (Midas), and Fred Meyer.

�I think the community as whole benefits
from this sort of activity,� says Tompkins.
�We�re very grateful to the top quality
employers who participated in the fair, for
their help and encouragement to the
students.  The caliber and quality of the
students and interviewers was exceptional.
I was very proud to be a part of it.�

Chris Lucey, occupational information
specialist at Rogers, and Janice Martin,
career assistant, helped the committee
organize the fair.  Nervous anticipation was
replaced with excitement and satisfaction as
the students completed interviews with
increasing confidence, says Lucey.

Brenda Dillard, assistant principal and
Parent Ethnic Diversity Committee adviser,
says more than 100 interviews were held
during the four-hour fair as students were
allowed to meet with three different
employers.  �We are very pleased with the
success of this activity and look forward to
making it an annual event,� says Dillard.

Sophomore Sonja Herzog greets Gary Lindstrom, manager of Canyon
Road Albertsons. Photo by Chris Lucey.

Daniel Joyce, who wrote, �Ms. Bechtel
goes out of her way for her students to
make sure they reach their fullest poten-
tial.  This may be staying after school
until whatever time or spending her own
money for projects for the class.�

In other news, Northwood Elementary
School Resource Teacher Louis Fournier
recently won awards in both the regional
U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force photo
contests.  His work has been forwarded
for the Army command competition.

include Jeanie Schneider, second-grade
teacher at Hunt Elementary; Allan
Cranston, fifth-grade teacher at Woodland
Elementary; Kevin Smyth, fifth/sixth-grade
coop teacher at Firgrove Elementary;
Charmaine Krause, sixth-grade teacher at
Firgrove Elementary; and Cecilia Dunn,
fifth-grade teacher at Firgrove Elementary

These grants will provide each teacher with
a laptop computer, eight student computer
stations and training on integrating technol-
ogy into their classroom curriculum.

Two photos, �Westport Bay� and �Tulip
Fields,� were entered in the Air Force
competition at McChord Air Force Base.
These photos then were sent to the national
contest where the entries of local winners
competed.  Fournier won first place, and his
photos have been forwarded to the next
division where he will compete with others
from around the world.

More teachers in the district have received
Teacher Leadership Grants from the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation. They
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Job Fair offers students skills, opportunities

District teachers honored for excellence and talent
In the last issue of Connections, we
named several staff members who had
been honored for their statewide involve-
ment.  The following also have been
recognized:

Rogers High School Teacher Julie
Bechtel has received the Excellence in
Teaching honor from teachersplanet.com,
an online education community and
classroom supplies retailer.  She teaches
tenth- and eleventh-grade English, debate,
and drama.  Bechtel was nominated by



   10   August 2000                                     http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us                                         Celebrating a Century of  Children

With the opening of Emerald Ridge High
School, a change in the bus schedules and
routes for the 2000-2001 school year
became necessary.  It has been the desire of
the elementary program for a number of
years to have a common afternoon dismissal
time for all students in grades K-6.

After months of scheduling and planning,
the transportation department has developed
a schedule that will give us the opportunity
to achieve this goal.  We hope this new
common dismissal will allow for easier
family schedule coordination and lessen
security issues.

The new bell schedule is as follows:

High Schools
Emerald Ridge 7:40 am - 2:10 pm
Rogers 7:40 am - 2:10 pm
Puyallup 7:45 am - 2:15 pm
Walker 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

Junior High Schools
Stahl 7:30 am - 2:00 pm
Ballou 7:30 am - 2:00 pm
Ferrucci 8:00 am - 2:30 pm
Edgemont 7:45 am - 2:15 pm
Kalles 7:55 am - 2:25 pm
Aylen 7:55 am - 2:25 pm

The virtual museum can be
found by accessing the
Internet site for Karshner
Museum
(www.karshnermuseum.edu),
then clicking on �Past Times.�
In addition to learning how to
manage the web site, students
are learning how to work a
scanner to record old photo-
graphs, and a digital camera to
take pictures of memorabilia
such as class rings. Plans are
to have 10 oral histories
online in June, with more
added in the future.

Coe secured a $5,000 grant for the
project last fall from the America
Online Foundation.

Snapshots of Puyallup�s city
history, including interviews with
long-time residents, photos, and
tours of downtown streets, will be
just a click away this June as the
school launches a virtual museum
on the Internet.

Three seniors organized the virtual
museum as a school leadership
project. The editorial board
includes Yolanda Beckendorf, Katie
VanHorn, and Sarah Koestler.
Juniors in the American Studies
class assisted by interviewing
Puyallup residents who lived here
during significant historical periods
such as the Depression, World War II,
and the Vietnam War.

�We need to preserve those rich histories,�

Puyallup students working on the Virtual
Museum are (left to right) Sarah Koestler,
Katie VanHorn, and Yolanda Beckendorf.

Early Elementary Schools
Brouillet 8:45 am - 2:45 pm
Firgrove 8:45 am - 2:45 pm
Sunrise 8:45 am - 2:45 pm
Wildwood 8:45 am - 2:45 pm
Woodland 8:45 am - 2:45 pm
Zeiger 8:45 am - 2:45 pm

Late Elementary Schools
Fruitland 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Hilltop 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Hunt 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Karshner 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Maplewood 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Meeker 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Mt. View 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Northwood 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Pope 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Ridgecrest 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Riverside 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Shaw Road 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Spinning 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Stewart 9:15 am - 3:15 pm
Waller Road 9:15 am - 3:15 pm

Kindergarten Classes/Early Schools
8:45 � 11:15 am and 12:15 � 2:45 pm

Kindergarten Classes/Late Schools
9:15 � 11:45 am and 12:40 � 3:15 pm

Students create virtual museumSchool calendar
At a recent meeting, the School Board
approved the 2000-01 school calendar.
Copies of the calendar are available at
all schools and at the Education
Service Center, 302 Second Street SE
in Puyallup.  The calendar is also
available on the district's web site at
http//www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. The
calendar also includes all holidays,
early release days, end of first semes-
ter, end of third quarter, and parent/
teacher conference dates.

To assist in planning, here are some
commonly requested dates:

First day of school will be September
5, 2000
State staff in-service will be October
13, 2000
Thanksgiving vacation will be
November 23-24, 2000
Winter break will be December 18,
2000 through January 1, 2001 (school
resumes on January 2, 2001)
Mid-winter break will be February 19-
23, 2001
Spring break will be April 9-13, 2001
Last day of school is June 20, 2001;
however, this date could change
based on snow days and other
changes which might arise over the
school year.

For more information, contact your
school principal or the district office at
841-1301.

PHS receives
award for traffic
safety excellence
Puyallup High School students and
staff recently received the �Good
Neighbor Award for Traffic Safety
Excellence� for their �Mock Car
Crash�program organized last year
to warn students of the dangers of
drinking and driving.  The �Good
Neighbor Award� is the highest
award given by State Farm for
programs of this type.

says teacher Carol Coe. �This is perfect for
the kids to learn about American culture
and their own city�s history rather than
simply reading from a textbook.�

Schools set new bell schedules Back-to-school
events planned
Mark your calendars to go �back-to-
school� at your child's school.  Dates
scheduled as of this printing are:
High Schools�Emerald Ridge, October
10, 7 pm; Puyallup, September 21, 7 pm;
Rogers, September 20, 7 pm.
Junior High Schools�Aylen, September
26, 7 pm; Ballou, September 26, 7 pm;
Edgemont, September 21, 7 pm; Ferrucci,
September 28, 7 pm; Kalles, September
26, 7 pm; Stahl, September 26, 7 pm.
Elementary Schools�Brouillet, Septem-
ber 28, 6 pm; Firgrove, K-2 on September
7, 3 and 4 on September 11, and 5 and 6
on September 12; Hunt, September 14;
Karshner, August 31, 3 pm; Maplewood,
September 7; Meeker Elementary,
September 6, 6:30 pm; Mountain View,
September 7, 7 pm; Ridgecrest, Septem-
ber 7, 6 pm; Shaw Road, September 19,
7 pm; Stewart, September 7; Sunrise,
September 21, 6:30 pm; Waller Road,
September 14, 6:30 pm; Wildwood,
September 14; 6:30 pm. Fruitland,
Hilltop, Northwood, Pope, Quest,
Riverside, Spinning, Woodland, and
Zeiger not scheduled as of press time.



lesson on the spring equinox.  They also
incorporated a unit on the five main
animal groups by making clay sculp-
tures of bears peeking out of their
winter dens, king cobras preparing to
snatch prey, and kittens eating out of
small bowls.  Monad taught students
that by forming a big �cookie� base out
of clay first, then forming the sculpture
on top, the shape is less likely to break
in the firing process.

Ann Grace�s second-grade class made
animal-shaped clay pencil holders,
including one of an elephant with big
droopy ears and a swinging trunk.
Nancy Severtson�s fifth graders made
clay whistles using Popsicle sticks and
pencils.  And Nick Hedman�s sixth
graders stuffed paper bags full of
newspapers, taped them together into
large masses, then papier-mached the
large clumps to form a body, head, and
legs of a bright yellow and black
dinosaur that stretched across the stage.

�It was hard work stuffing all of the
newspapers and doing all of the taping at
first, but in the end it was awesome,�
says sixth grader Dillon Pinard. �And
working with Mr. Monad was great

Goo dripped from buckets, off strips of
newspaper, and onto students� hands and
tarps. But in the end, the messy process
was all worthwhile as a team of 30 sixth
graders from Ridgecrest Elementary
School teamed together on the gym
stage to create a 12- x 8-foot papier
mache dinosaur.

The sixth graders were one of six classes
at Ridgecrest who learned to create
papier mache and three-dimensional clay
sculptures with the help of Seattle artist
Monad Elohim.  Monad visited the
school for two weeks in March thanks to
a grant from the Pierce County Arts
Commission Artist in Residence program.
Ridgecrest received $1,700 from the
Commission and provided $300 from
ASB funds.

Once students learned art fundamentals,
their imaginations were the limit in
creating the final products, which were
incorporated as much as possible into
existing classroom studies, says pre-first
teacher Marilyn Strader, who applied for
the grant.

In Strader�s class, for example, students
made suns to tie in with a science

because he is such a fun guy.�

On his final day at Ridgecrest, Monad
invited the six classes together to share
their artwork and see some of his cre-
ations, including several clay candle
holders.  He also taught students basic
rhythms on a Dejembe drum, used for
more than 400 years by the people of
West Africa.  �I feel that this technique of
teaching art is very beneficial to a person

because not only am I showing the
students how to do sculpture or music, I
am also making them feel good about
being who they are,� says Monad.  �And
most important of all, I show a person that
they have the potential to become much
better, no matter what size, shape, or
color you are.�

�contributed by Susan Gifford

�picture pal� or art buddy, and the two communicated by
mail for several months before meeting in person.

Third grader Melissa Parker says she loved her picture pal�s
drawing so much that she displays it on her bedroom wall.
Senior Alex Lewis sent Parker a drawing including several
small pictures of animals, hearts, and stars.

Rogers students also sent each of the third graders an oil
pastel of a daffodil, and Munson included art supplies so the
younger students could copy the technique.  All of the
student art, featuring bold black outlines and vibrant oil
pastel colors, was displayed for a month on the district�s
Education Service Center windows.

As part of the event, Nelson�s students created Mother�s
Day cards with the help of their picture pals. He said, �They
are so focused on what they are doing.  They're just sharing
in the joy of creating things.�

Monad
Elohim
works with
students at
Ridgecrest
Elementary
School.

Brittany McLane may only be in third grade, but she
already knows she will sign up for art classes in high school.
She knew that art had won her heart after spending several
hours one day touring the student art gallery in the library at
Rogers High School.  McLane and fellow classmates from
Spinning Elementary School had teamed with high school
students to view pottery, photography, paintings, graphic
design, and mixed media projects on display.

The union between the elementary and high school students
had been a goal of Debbie Munson, Rogers art teacher and
district art specialist, for the past three years.  �The arts are
so important to me, and this is a way to have some cross-
age peer tutoring and role modeling,� she says.  �We can
show the younger students, �look what you could be doing
in high school.��

Before inviting Brian Nelson�s third graders to Rogers, the
two groups of students exchanged letters and works of art.
Each of the Spinning third graders was assigned a Rogers
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Area artist helps students create sculptures

Students share friendships during Picture Pal project

Rogers High
School

student Cindy
Rossy  and

Spinning
Elementary

student
Rebecca

Bolin tour the
art gallery.

Photo by
Debbie

Munson.
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Student coordinates beautification effort
Summer vacation had barely started in June when 14-year-old
Phillip Young returned to Aylen Junior High, sandpaper and
paintbrush in hand, to spruce up the reader board at the front
entrance, repaint sign posts near the office, and repair lights
that shine on the posts.

Supported by his fellow Boy Scouts in Troop 598, as well as
some of the boys� parents, Young coordinated the beautifica-
tion effort as the final step in a four-year effort to earn his
Eagle badge.  The ninth grader guided fellow Boy Scouts in
completing the day-long project.

The Scouts pressure washed, sanded, and painted five posts
outside the main office that read, �Charles Aylen Junior High
School.�  They also fixed broken ground dome lights that
illuminate those posts.

Thanks also to Young and his fellow Scouts, the weathered,
rusty-orange rim around the school reader board has been
replaced with a bright red, high gloss paint designed to
withstand rust.  They also repainted the poles red that hold up
the reader board in front of the school.

�I did this because it would help out my school and shows
school spirit,� says Young.  His father, Russell, who is head
quartermaster of the troop, and his grandfather, Roland,
helped with the project.

McLendon Hardware on South Hill, and Barth�s Valley Pool
Supply, Inc. in downtown Puyallup, donated materials.

Scouts Chris Revees (left), Phillip Young (center),
and Collin Westood (right) work on the
beautification effort.  Photo by Russell Young.

Stephen Boyles, Erik Cutright, and
Kelly Woodward of Rogers High School
were awarded National Merit scholar-
ships. They are among 57 students from
Washington State and more than 2,500
students nationwide to receive scholar-
ships which range from $500 to $2,000
annually for up to four years of under-
graduate study.

Several students from the graduated class
of Puyallup High School have been
admitted to the United States Service
Academies:  Nathan Oren to the United
States Military Academy, Shelby Lichty
to the United States Naval Academy,
Kyle Jensen to the United States Air
Force Academy.

Dr. Darin Lee graduated from Puyallup
High School in 1992 and went on to the
University of Washington.  After graduat-
ing in 1996, he was accepted at the

University of Michigan Dental School on
a Naval scholarship.  He will be a
practicing dentist for the Navy at the
Great Lakes Naval Base outside of
Chicago, Illinois where he is currently
the rank of a Lieutenant.

Tracie Shepard of Rogers High School
received a Gold Medal (NASDAQ
Award) in the Special Olympics.

Two students from Rogers High School
entered the Washington State High School
Photo Championship and their pieces
competed against around 18,000 entries.
Rosemary Tran earned first place in the
�People� category and Michael Quann
earned third place in the �Color� cat-
egory.  This summer, their work will be
displayed in the Seattle Art Museum.

Brian Boyle, a sophomore at Rogers
High School, placed second in the

Students honored for achievements
student division of the annual Office
Proficiency and Assessment Certifica-
tion Keyboarding Challenge with a net
speed of 123 words per minute in a five
minute timed typing contest.  Last year,
Boyle placed third in the OPAC Key-
boarding Challenge.

Sarah Mazur, from Katie Anderson�s
class at Riverside Elementary, won first
place in the Puyallup Heritage Art
Foundation contest with her beautiful
picture of Meeker Mansion.

Puyallup High School students Michelle
Pitzen and Dallas Logan were named
scholarship winners for the Washington
Award for Vocational Excellence
(WAVE).  Recipients receive two years of
tuition up to the cost of a Washington
State university, and it can be used to
attend any college in the state.

School Foundation
announces awards
The Puyallup Schools Foundation
announces its 2000 scholarship
recipients:

Carol Ota Scholarship- Julie
Minnes, Rachel Castleton (Rogers)
E. Arthur Larson Scholarship- Lynn
Kovcerich, Lyibo Jack (Rogers)
Harold O. Wilen Scholarship-
Nicholas Vance (Rogers), Arthur
Gyldenege (Puyallup)
Hunt Elementary School Scholar-
ship- James Bownell (Rogers)
Joseph and Phoebe Kunkel Scholar-
ship- Seth Caldwell, Sarah Bahr
(Puyallup), Daniel Nelson, Rachel
Castleton (Rogers)
Louise A. Lyon Scholarship- Lilah
Hegnauer, Michelle Zumek (Puyallup)
Mary E. Kupfer Scholarship- Casey
Goelzer, Rigel Berg, David
Poffenberger, Joshua Fuller,
Angelique Godley (Puyallup), Steve
Miller, Gina Gillie, Kelly Castaneda,
Lyibo Jack, Brandy Buehn (Rogers)
May Nelson Scholarship- Erica
Coleman (Rogers), Megan Bloom
(Puyallup)
Multicultural Scholarship- Cameron
Smith, Katie Bottemiller (Puyallup)
Snow Family Memorial Scholar-
ship- Jacob Koerner, Kaycee Norris
(Puyallup)
Stan Moe Scholarship- Heidi Fox
(Puyallup)
Yates Family Memorial Scholar-
ship- Jacob Koerner, Katherine
Vicino (Puyallup)
Vernon Hill Scholarship- Kenneth
Matthews (Puyallup)
Walker Cup Award Scholarship-
Alisha LaChapelle, Andrew Downs
(Walker)

Anyone wishing to establish a
scholarship for students in the district
may contact Foundation President,
Gary P. Larson, at 845-4023 or 848-
1503.  The Puyallup Schools Founda-
tion is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit chari-
table organization so any donations
are tax-deductible.



Celebration honors student success QUEST testing
dates scheduled
QUEST is a program for highly capable
elementary students in the Puyallup
School District.  In the pull-out pro-
gram, selected students spend one full
day per school week at the enrichment
center located behind Maplewood
Elementary.  The goal of this program is
to provide challenges for students with
high ability, academic aptitude, or
unique creative thinking ability.
Referrals of students for QUEST can be
made by staff, parents, students, and
community members.  Forms are
available at the QUEST office or at any
elementary school office.

Students interested in placement in this
program are administered ability and
achievement tests at the QUEST
building, 428 11th Street, SW, in
Puyallup.  Completed parent forms must
be on file in the QUEST office before
testing takes place.

Testing dates are scheduled for :
September 7, 8, 11, 12, and 14 (grades
3-6); September 22, October 4, 6, and
11 (2nd grade); Wednesdays, January 3-
31 (grade 1).

For more information, contact the
QUEST office at 841-8751 or visit
its web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
programs/quest.

Darian Nieves, Sarah Foster, Jesse Osmore
Pope Elementary�James Wolff, Justin
Lucas, Geneva Gatica, Reaca Hernandez,
Leann Gruba, Melissa Dotson, Allison
McCormack Ridgecrest Elementary�
Jessica Wesenberg, Sandra Santos, James
Knight, Lauren Armstrong, Emily Alstead,
Andrea Sinden, Austin Medeiros, Kayla
League Riverside Elementary�Jason
Baker, Ashley Covell, Jerrica Cheek, Jacob
Hiles, Emilio Gonzalez, Ashley Smith, Matt
Webster Shaw Road Elementary�Michael
Millie, Libby McKenzie, Madison Hayashi,
Kelsey Knutson, Ashley Parris, Mike Sasak,
Marian Nutley, Elise Nicholl Spinning
Elementary�Andrew Tunison, Julius Edoh,
Sydney (Jared) Boyle, Melissa Parker,
Stephanie Richardson, Erin Foster, Kimmie
Stueckle, Tyler Tunison Stewart Elemen-
tary�Sasha Zogg, Anza Wardell, Craig
Willis, Brenden Heitman, Jessica Morgan,
Jimmy Tant, Christina Walker Sunrise
Elementary�Ellen Rose Garmon, Emma
Morris, Aaron Stanley, Renelle Martin
Waller Road Elementary�Derek Longer,
Jaclyn McDowell, Jordan Dunmire, Jessica
Auman, Joseph Phillips, Lindsay Ferguson,
Alexandria Basslingto Wildwood Elemen-
tary�Nakeea Lee, Sean Fernando, Breann
Franklin, Cory Blyth, Jasmine May, Jessica
Laky, Tawney Hobbs Woodland Elemen-
tary�Keith England, Zack Hawkins, Skyler
Messegee, Elizabeth Cline, Amy Kaeser,
Kathryn O�Brien, Chase Moore, Keri
Bennett Zeiger Elementary�Kyle Tamayo,

Kristen Votaw, Angie Colon, Jason Choi,
Kayla Hoefer, Lynnsie Stoneback, Andre
Thompson Aylen Junior High�Zach
Duris, Megan Knottingham, Kiri Bitney,
Jamie Varney, Ali�i Kaholokula Ballou
Junior High�Jamie Lilienthal, Fred
Eastman, Kelsey Afdem, Scott Akridge,
Melissa Dominguez, Kelly Hoke Edgemont
Junior High�Jolynn Rawson, Tyler
Newman, William Dye, Julie Fellows,
Stephanie Zumek Ferrucci Junior High�
Racheal Kim, Carrie Craven, Claire
Covington, David Santos, Sydnee Stoyles,
Bailey Kuestermeyer Kalles Junior High�
Megan Fox, Royce McLean, Courtney
Mitchell, Andrew Powers, Allison Ampe,
Bryan Ruff Stahl Junior High�Nick
Neville, Brian Villani, Libby Magnuson, Iris
Quimby, Jessica Oliver, Cheri Boyer
Puyallup High School�Chelsea Sandlin,
Sarah Koestler, Aaron Larsen, Ashley
Mehlhoff, Michael Dobner, Gina McCarl,
Jessica Lang, Katie VanHorn, Anastacia
Camacho, Sarah Bahr, Cody Rychlec,
Rachel Schlief, Tammie Sund, Seth Coates,
Jerad Shepard, Kristen Kennedy Rogers
High School�Christine Dallas, Kattie
Baurichter, Ed Slavich, Maren McGrane,
Jennifer Otte, Jessica Smith, Kelley Amber
Calvin, Tiffany Glover, William Pedersen,
Jessica Hayden, Stephanie Ruffin, Jon
Altig, Donald Johnson, Joe Hall, Jill Landry
Walker High School�Clathyn Williams,
III, Kasandra Kreitzman, Danisha Webb,
Mike Burton

Rogers High German teacher Deborah
Clark was one of 20 teachers nationwide
and the only educator from this state
selected to participate this summer in the
third annual Germany-USA Teacher's
Exchange.

The two-week trip to Germany, sponsored
by Youth for Understanding International
Exchange, featured one week in Hamburg
(formerly Western Germany) and one in
Rostock (formerly Eastern Germany).

�The differences between the old East and
West are diminishing quickly as these
schools try and close the gap,� Clark said
before leaving on her trip.

During her two-week stay, Clark and her
peers were expected to study how school

systems are run in a
reunited Germany
and make compari-
sons with this
country, representing
various states. They
also planned to
compare Berlin,
whose educational
system is two
decades behind
Hamburg.

The program was to feature meetings with
students, teachers, administrators, and

teacher trainers, as well as visits to several
different types of schools. Participants stay
with host families.

"It's exciting to see another educational
system in the world and see if there are
any ideas we can build on here," says
Clark, a teacher at Rogers for the past 16
years. Clark, who was an exchange
student in Germany in 1969-70, plans to
share her most recent learning experi-
ences with district staff during a training
session this fall.

People interested in hosting students
through Youth for Understanding can
contact Clark at Rogers High, 841-8717.

ADA review
The Puyallup School District is in the
process of reviewing its activities,
services, and programs to identify and
eliminate any barriers to full participa-
tion by all otherwise qualified persons
regardless of any disability.  If you are
aware, or become aware, of any such
barriers to access or to communication
associated with any of the school
district�s programs, services, or activi-
ties, please notify the Americans with
Disabilities Act/Section 504 compliance
person for the Puyallup School District:
Caroline Lacey; c/o Puyallup School
District; P.O. Box 370;  Puyallup, WA
98371; (253) 841-8645.

RHS instructor joins teacher exchange

Deborah Clark

In its seventh year, the Celebration of
Success program at Puyallup High School
recognized students and community
members for their behind the scenes
efforts and their positive roles in their
schools and community.

Student honorees include:
Brouillett Elementary�Nicholas Jester,
Starr Wahl, Christine Lund, Rachel Jacobson,
Mathew Caughie, Ryan Yoest Firgrove
Elementary�Jerrod Belford, Scott Williams,
Nick Smith, Elaine Raymond, Shermika Ell-
Mae Mat, Bobbi-Jo Schaapveld, Caleb Buck,
P.J. White Fruitland Elementary� Aly
Shield-Gravitt, Breanna Uphaus, Justin Piger,
Jennifer Hong, Austin Willis, Anthony Leng,
Karla Richardson Hilltop Elementary� Kyle
McCrossin, Sarah Garling, Jenny Canter,
Erica Fife, Robyn Johnson, Ashley DeVaney,
Destiny Stauss Karshner Elementary�
Hanna Snider, Jaclynn Webb, Erica Winscot,
Rebecca Rickett, Connie Mota, Samantha
Cooper, Heidi Curry, Nathan Reasor
Maplewood Elementary�Amanda Little,
Ryan Leach, Jawnee Ellis, Kelsea Dunlap,
Kari White, John Hubbard Meeker Elemen-
tary�Johanna Padilla, Shane Sullivan,
Douglas Fernaays, Rebecca Henry, Ashley
Seng, Steven Wilder, Brady Hogenson Mt.
View Elementary�Kaycie Root, Derik
Watson, Taylor Houghton, Michael Coburn,
Edward Burrows, Laura Richard, Brett Heale
Northwood Elementary�Kyle Osmore,
Victoria Carrell, Rachel Murray, Jeff Asmus,
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Technology Support Center maintains
complex system of communications
They answer computer-related questions,
decipher the maze of telecommunications
between the district�s 31 schools and
administrative offices, oversee fiscal and
student records, repair computers and
audio-visual equipment, and support one of
Eastern Pierce
County's largest
computer networks.

The Technology
Support Center, led
by Steve Peretti, has
34 employees
dedicated to making
sure technological
equipment runs
smoothly so
students and staff can meet and exceed
educational goals.

Peretti, whose own office is a testing ground
for some of the newest technological
advances, says even when he�s not working
he reads computer trade magazines and
researches how private institutions are using

many new technologies.  The goal, he says,
is to keep abreast of current technology and
see how it might be incorporated in the
public school setting.

The Technology Support Center prides itself
on customer service, and a help desk is
staffed from 7 am to 4:30 pm weekdays to
assist district teachers, administrators, and
other staff in answering computer-related
questions.  Information is logged at the help
desk, questions are answered immediately
whenever possible, and technical support is
sent to the schools or buildings when on-site
help is needed.

The district also has one of the largest
computer networks in Eastern Pierce
County,  supported by a team of network
and computer specialists.

Housed behind Kalles Junior High in
downtown Puyallup, the Support Center
also includes customer service, which
supports office management, technology
purchasing, and inventory; information

management services, which oversees fiscal
and student records; and technical services,
which includes telecommunications and
repair.  The district is a certified Compaq
and Apple repair center.

�We have an amazing infrastructure,� says
Peretti.  At the new Emerald Ridge High
School alone, there are 1,500 data drops, or
port plugs in walls where equipment,
including some of the latest in computer
technology, are connected.  And at Puyallup
High, 12.5 miles of data cable help transmit
information throughout and beyond the two-
story structure.

With several hundred of the district�s
computers dating back 15 years or more,
the district is exploring ways to upgrade
outdated equipment and develop a refresh
program to continue replacing computers
and peripherals before they become too
outdated.  Peretti began discussing this
issue in June with a committee of inter-
ested staff and parents from throughout the
school district.

Steve Peretti

User specialist
certification offered
In the fall, four new business and
marketing courses will provide district
high school students the ability to earn
high school and community college
credit while learning skills necessary to
pass the Microsoft Office User
Specialist (MOUS) certification test.

MOUS certification is the globally
recognized standard for demonstrating
desktop skills with the Microsoft Office
suite of business productivity applica-
tions.  Those applications include
Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, and
FrontPage.

Students with certificates are more
likely to be hired in high quality, high

paying jobs and/
or be better
prepared for
post-secondary
education, says
Sondra Mangan,
Puyallup High
School teacher
and district
curriculum
specialist for
business and
marketing

education. The new courses will also
teach skills such as preparing reports or
charts in other high school classes or
projects, and applying and budgeting
for college.

Two types of MOUS certifications are
available: core and expert.  Microsoft
Office 1 will cover the competencies
for the core exam in Word and Excel.
Microsoft Office 2 will prepare
students for the expert exam in Excel
and Access. Microsoft Multimedia will
teach PowerPoint and FrontPage, and
Microsoft Expert will prepare students
for the Expert Word exam and help
build typing speed and accuracy.
Students can earn between three to five
community college credits for complet-
ing each of the one semester courses
with a B grade or higher and passing all
of the course competencies.

Sondra
Mangan

Hannah Bostwick (left) and
Kristina McKillip (right) take a
break as they and their
classmates plant seedlings.

Employers can
ask for transcripts
�Businesses Ask for Transcripts� is a concrete way members
of the business community can send a message that a sound
education is valued and important.  Partnership for Learning
recently announced a statewide campaign to enlist businesses
to begin asking current and recent high school students for
copies of their transcripts as part of the hiring process.  The
goal of the campaign is to support higher academic standards
and the state�s 10th grade achievement test by encouraging
all students to take their schoolwork more seriously. To help
businesses and schools implement this campaign, the
Partnership has created a variety of resource materials, which
are available at www.askfortranscripts.org or by calling 1-
800-550-5437.

Partnership for Learning is a non-profit organization
supported by more than 45 businesses and community
foundations around the state. The Partnership helps parents,
educators, and business and community leaders learn more
about Washington�s school improvement effort, why it is
important, and what concrete steps they can take to help.

Woodland
Elementary

students
plant trees
Sixth-grade students

from Woodland
Elementary School

planted about 1,700
trees to help earn their

way to sixth-grade
outdoor education

camp at Miracle
Ranch.  The seedlings

were planted at
Champion Pacific

Timberlands near Lake
Kapowsin.



Kalles student wins local poetry contest

Joe Knoop stands behind his award-winning
piece of  art while Valley Arts United
President and district art coordinator, Debbie
Munson (left) and School Board Vice
President Terry Asbjornsen (right) look on.

Knoop wins art award
The artwork of Aylen Junior High ninth grader Joe
Knoop, the winner of the third annual Dan Vesey Art
Award, was presented to School Board Vice President
Terry Asbjornsen at a recent board meeting.  Kayla
Fiedler, third grader at Karshner Elementary School, won
second place and Kacey Murray, third grader from
Hilltop Elementary School, won the third place award.

The Dan Vesey Award is awarded annually by Valley Arts
United in memory of Dan Vesey, the teacher who inspired
so many artists and teachers through his work and
personality.  Vesey worked in the district for 30 years.
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It was cold outside, and Bailee Miller had gone out to
sixth-grade recess without her jacket.  Finding her
friends absent, Miller sat alone in a corner of the
playground, pulled out the paper and pencil she
always carried with her, and
wrote a poem.

Little did the young writer know
that the outpourings from her
heart that day would end up
placing first last spring in the
�Our Own Words� teenage
writing contest, seventh- and
eighth-grade poetry division.

Miller�s poem, �On This Cold
Winter Night,� (See sidebar) was among 285 entries in
the contest, featuring poetry and short fiction.  Judges

Bailee Miller

recognized 18 first- through third-place winners in
grades seven through 12.

As a first-place winner, 13-year-old Miller, who
begins eighth grade at Kalles this fall, won $75,
received a copy of the contest book that contained her
work, and was invited to read her poem at an awards
ceremony in May.  The contest, created in 1997, is
sponsored by the Pierce County Library Foundation,
Pierce Transit, Tacoma Public Library, and the Puget
Sound Poetry Connections.

Miller, an avid reader and writer who will play flute this
year in the Tyee Band, hopes to someday work as a
scientist, travel to Hawaii, and continue her writing.
She also loves Star Wars, shopping for clothes, and
playing with her animals, including a duck, goose,
dog, hamster, and two rabbits.

Puyallup School District leads
nation with school safety program
The Pierce Responder School Safety Planning System, first
designed and tested for schools in the Puyallup School
District, has been selected to receive the 2000 Exemplary
Systems in Government Award by the Urban & Regional
Information Systems Association. The award was presented
August 21 in Orlando, Florida, to representatives of Pierce
County Emergency Management and Information Services/
Geographic Information Systems.  The exemplary program
is designed to enable public safety agencies to improve their
response to school disasters and emergencies.

�The Pierce County Responder System is exemplary
because it is an easy-to-use multimedia resource available
to a diverse user group at a low cost,� said Neil
MacGaffey, who chaired the ESIG award nominations
review committee.  �The committee was particularly
impressed by the system�s accessibility using wireless
communications, as well as its ease of use, low cost, and
potential utility for other jurisdictions. This system is an
excellent example of the value of how integrating different
kinds of data, such as maps, tabular information, and
advanced imagery, can significantly improve how people
work.� said Neil MacGaffey, who chaired the ESIG award
nominations review committee.

Developed by Pierce County Emergency Management and
Information Services/GIS, the system includes two main
components: an interactive, on-line web-based school
information system, and a partnership between emergency

response agencies and schools. Although development
began before the Columbine High School shootings in
Colorado, the system addresses emergency response
weaknesses revealed at Littleton and other communities
where school shootings occurred.

The system uses low-cost Internet technology, wireless
modems, and laptop computers so all responders see
identical, current information and receive instructions
without relying on radios or face-to-face communications.
�The first 10 minutes of an incident are critically important
for achieving the most favorable result,� said Emergency
Management Director Steve Bailey. �Hundreds of decisions
must be made by the responding agencies, and the Pierce
Responder system provides emergency personnel with
vitally needed information and communications.

For example, the system would show responding fire,
police, and medical personnel on computer screens in their
vehicles vital information such as a school�s contacts,
utilities, shut-off valves for water and alarms, and floor
plans. It also displays digital photos of the school�s interior
spaces and exterior, aerial photos of the surrounding area,
and videos of interior hallways.

For more information, contact Rick Slater, Coordinator for
Student Services, at (253) 840-8770.

�contributed by Dick Ferguson,
Pierce County Communication Services

On This Cold Winter Night

There�s a chill in the air, and a dark brown bear
crosses the snow, she has places to go.
My fingers are numb, I hear a bird hum,
I look and see a robin, her eyes twinkling bright.
She flies back to her nest, because she thinks it best
to get home, before it starts snowing again.
I�m getting lonely, I�m comforted only
by the sparkling beauty of the fresh fallen snow.
I see a rabbit with the dreadful habit
of running, without stopping to say, �Hello.�
I�ve no place to go, and deep down I know
that no one will be here for a very long time,
so I�ll just sit down, and let my thoughts take flight,
with no one to talk to on this cold winter night.
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District offers
training sessions
for volunteers
�Helping Children Learn to Read� is
the first workshop in this school year's
series of training programs for parent
and community volunteers in the
Puyallup School District. It will be
presented by Nancy McIlraith, reading
specialist at Hunt Elementary School,
on October 10 at Hunt Elementary and
October 18 at Meeker Elementary
School.

�Helping Children Learn Technology�
will be presented by Jeanie Schneider,
third grade teacher at Hunt Elementary.
The workshop is scheduled for
November 2 and 8 at Hunt Elementary.

The third workshop in the series is
�Helping Kids Achieve their Potential�
and will be presented by Barbara Frye,
kindergarten and adult education
teacher.  This workshop will be January
10 at Ridgecrest Elementary and
January 18 at Meeker.

The fourth workshop on �Helping
Children Learn Science� will be
presented by Karen Saxon, District
Science Center Coordinator.  The
workshop is  February 7 at Ridgecrest
and February 15 at Meeker.

The final workshop on �Helping
Children Learn Math� will be pre-
sented by Gail Miller, remediation
specialist at Meeker Elementary.  The
math workshop will be March 6 at
Meeker and March 14 at Ridgecrest.

The free workshops are from 6:30 to
8:30 pm in the school libraries.  Also, a
special one-day session on January 27
will combine classes in helping
children learn reading, math, science,
and reaching their potential.  Each class
will be offered for 90 minutes.  Partici-
pants will choose a maximum of
two of the four classes. Reserva-
tions are required for all work-
shops.  Call 841-8703 or email
lbreum@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

�First Night� celebrates community
In celebration of the first day of school,
Puyallup High School Concert Choir
members invite Puyallup students and their
families, staff, and community members to
an all-school barbecue event they are
calling �First Night.�  The event will
include a night of on-going entertainment,
food, and lots of opportunities for all to get
involved�not only the students but the
parents and community members too.

�First Night,� a true Viking Experience, is
just one of the many things which students
and community members are doing as they
work together to make positive changes at
PHS next year. �We really learned about
our differences at Puyallup High School
last year,� said ASB President Josh Folk.
�Now we need to start concentrating on
what we have in common.�

�It will be an atmosphere that is fun for all
students�for all Vikings,� exclaimed
senior Whitney Worthen.  �It will assure
the students that we have heard the
concerns from last year and are finally
moving on to make change.  That�s what
we all need right now.�

�It comes down to the fact that all of us,
including our community, are Vikings,�
said Folk.  �We need to act like it and start
getting everyone involved.  We want to
make every single person feel like they are
a part of what makes Puyallup High
School work.�

District Superintendent Susan Gourley will
open the festivities with a short presenta-
tion.  Following her remarks, she will be on
hand to greet �First Night� participants.  �I
look forward to meeting our students, staff,
and community members at First Night,�
said Gourley �and I appreciate the hard
work and preparation which has gone into
the organization of this event.�

In addition to meeting Superintendent
Gourley, members of student academic
and athletic clubs and organizations will
provide information about their activities,
recruit new members, and provide a
variety of other services.  Also involved
will be parent and community groups
such as the Booster Club, Senior Parents,

and the Viking Volunteers.

�The entire community is invited to
celebrate the beginning of a new century for
the Puyallup School District and Puyallup
High School,� said Mike Dobb, one of the
event organizers and a Puyallup parent.
�We are excited about getting the new
school year off to a great start!  Let�s start
the year with a great memory and a show of
Viking Pride and Spirit!� exclaimed Folk.

�First Night� festivities are planned from
4:30 to 8 pm on September 5 and will be
located on the closed portion of West Main
between the gymnasium and the high
school.  The cost of the barbecue meal will
be $5 with all proceeds from the meal going
to the PHS Concert Choir Tour fund.  The

PHS Concert Choir, under the direction of
Peggy Burrough, has been selected to

represent Washing-
ton  State at the
National Festival of
States in Washing-
ton DC and New
Youk City in
Spring, 2001.  This
prestigious event is
an official compo-
nent of the Wash-
ington DC Bicen-
tennial in 2001.

For more information or to make an item
donation to this event, contact Puyallup
parents Mike or Marcy Dobb at 845-8340.

Peggy
Burrough

Working to prepare the new PHS plaza for First Night are (top row left
to right) Whitney Worthen, Shawn Query, Michael Poffenberger, Jared
Flood, CJ Blau, Briana Dobb; (bottom row) Ashley Dahl, Heidi Harrison,
Julie Phil, Breanna Beers, (behind Breanna) Adam Norbjerg, Cole
Carlson (behind Cole), Ryan Siu; and (seated in front) Josh Folk.


