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This is a summary of School Board
business from the February 14, 2005
Puyallup School Board meeting. Items
summarized below include action taken
and District reports and presentations.

District joins civil lawsuit against
state to fully fund special education

Board hears report on new fitness
elective option for eighth graders

Fifth- and sixth-grade students at Spinning Elementary sent valentines to
service personnel overseas.  (Front row from left): Emily Ihrig, Jordan
Brain, Nathan McLaughlin, Thomas Xu, Brittany McCloskey, and Hannah
Brain. (Back row from left) Sgt. 1st Class Jeff  Grice of  Camp Murray,
teachers Lynn Hamilton, Jill Barrett, and Donna Paul, and Principal
Arturo Gonzalez (see more about this project on page two).

The Board unanimously agreed to join 11
other School Districts in a civil lawsuit
against the state “for failing to meet its
constitutional obligation to fully fund the

Human Resources Activity
Administrative Staff Resignation
(effective June 30, 2005)

Certificated Staff Recommendations

Certificated Staff Resignations

Richard Lentz, Director of Special
Services, PSS

Laura Henderson, Speech Language
Pathologist, PSS
Timothy Paulsen, Health and Fitness
Teacher, Kalles JH

Classified Staff Resignations

Classified Staff Recommendations

Damian Floth, Senior
Programmer-Analyst, TSC
Judy Glavin, Bus  Driver
Mary-Fay Malcolm, Secretary, Ballou
JH
Pam Morse, Lead Server, Food Services
Rita Ringmann, Bus Driver,
Transportation
Ted Williams, Bus Driver, Transportation

Board accepts $20,000 gift to PHS

The Board unanimously accepted a
$20,000 donation to Puyallup High School
from the estate of Bertha Knoblauch, a
former student at Puyallup High School.
The money will be used to acquire and
install a new electronic reader board.

Beginning in fall 2005, eighth graders
will have the option to take a fitness class
before or after school, thus freeing up
time during the regular school day to take
an extra half-year elective class of their
choice.

The plan to offer the fitness class outside
of regular school hours comes one month
after the Board agreed to increase the
amount of science students take from one
semester to a full year in grades seven and
eight. This decision resulted in eighth
graders losing a semester elective class. A
committee of staff members was formed to
examine the issue of a full year of science
at eighth grade. The committee spent a
day brainstorming additional elective
options before arriving at the plan shared
Monday night.

The extra period of fitness will be offered
either before or after school at each of the
District’s six junior highs, depending on
school needs. This class could serve up to
80 eighth-grade students at each building
during the year. By taking the fitness class
outside of the school day, students can
take a full year general elective (in arts,
career and technical education, or other
areas) during regular school hours, as well
as a half-year general elective class.

The committee agreed it was the best
solution because it provides for a full year

of science, allows students to continue
having 1.5 electives in the eighth grade,
gives families options in their decision-
making, and takes into account a new
fitness requirement yet to be determined by
state lawmakers. This plan will cost
approximately $70,000 in 2005-06.
Transportation to school will be students’
responsibility if the class is offered before
regular school hours. The issue may be
revisited for the 2006-07 school year.

Jeremiah Carter, Math Teacher, Aylen
JH
Melanie Florian, Music Teacher, Kalles
JH

Sharon Buman, Asst. Server, Sunrise
Emma Goodwin, Asst. Server, Karshner

costs of the District’s program to provide
special education services.”

The resolution approved by the Board
supports joining the lawsuit for a number
of reasons, including the District “was
forced to spend at least $4,981,456 in
2002-03 in local levy funds to make up for
the shortfall in state special education
funding.” Eleven other school districts
filed suit in September, 2004 seeking to
force the state to fully pay for special
education.

Classified Staff Retirement

Charlene Keller, Lead Cashier, Food
Services

Carol Lucara, Paraeducator, Woodland
Tina Nguyen, Kitchen Helper, Aylen JH
Beverly Pederson, Kitchen Helper, Kalles
JH

(effective January 28, 2005)



News from around the District

During Superintendent Recognitions, Tony
Apostle recognized the following students,
staff, and community members for
outstanding achievements:

Students, staff, receive Board recognition

Spinning Elementary fifth-grader Mikayla Douglas
prepares her valentine and message to a soldier
in Iraq.

Fifth and sixth-graders from Spinning
Elementary School who sent valentines
to service personnel overseas.  The
students sent valentines and messages to
the 81st Brigade Charlie Company 303rd

Armor in Iraq. They also presented
valentines to the School Board, which
presented them each with a certificate.
Students in attendance included fifth-
graders Nathan McLaughlin, Hannah
Brain, and Jordan Brain, and sixth-graders
Brittany McCloskey, Emily Ihrig, and
Thomas Xu.

Spinning Elementary Principal Arturo
Gonzalez and teachers Lynn Hamilton, Jill
Barrett, and Donna Paul accompanied the
students to the meeting. Teacher Jason
Core’s class also participated, however he
was unable to attend the Board meeting.
After the students shared about their
project and presented their valentines to
the Board, Sgt. 1st Class Jeff Grice, who is
based at Camp Murray, thanked students
for their heartfelt messages.

Grice, who sent the valentines overseas,
shared an email from 1st Sgt. Brian
Rikstad in Iraq. Rikstad wrote, “I can tell
you my soldiers are incredibly excited
about all the love, support, and praise we
have been receiving from the American
people ... I would like to give a warm
thank you to the children and teachers for
taking time out of their schedules to be a
part of history.” Grice also presented
certificates to each of the four classroom
teachers who participated to thank their
classes for their valentines and messages.

Students, staff, and the community who
assisted with tsunami relief efforts

Community members and students teamed to assemble 11,000 Health
Kits February 9 at the Puyallup Fairgrounds.

Districtwide.  This District responded to
the world crisis in Asia by collecting items
for and assembling 11,000 “Health Kits.”
Financial donations for this project totaled
nearly $20,000. In addition, students, staff,
and the community donated toothbrushes,
combs, towels, and other basic health and
hygiene items.

The Board recognized and presented
certificates to Chris Loftis, Executive
Director of Communities in Schools of
Puyallup, who helped lead the Districtwide
effort, and Dave Robbs, administrator of
CityGate Church, who served on a commit-
tee to help plan the project. Robbs also
played a key role on February 9 in organiz-
ing a smooth “assembly line” of the kits at

the Puyallup
Fairgrounds. More
than 100 students
and community
members gathered to
assemble the kits,
which will be sent to
Asia through Church
World Service, a
humanitarian relief
organization.

In addition to this
project, students and
staff throughout the
District planned
penny drives, read-a-
thons, hot chocolate
sales, and other
creative fund raisers
in the wake of the
December 26
tsunami. To date,
money collected
across the 31 schools
for the Health Kits
project and other
tsunami relief
organizations totals

nearly $50,000, with other fund raisers still
under way. Other relief organizations that
have benefitted from the outpouring of
generosity include the American Red Cross,
World Vision, Mercy Corps, UNICEF, and
Northwest Medical Teams.

David Hecker, Technology Repair
Specialist. The Board presented Hecker
with a certificate and thanked him for
making sure the
audiovisual equipment
functions smoothly at
Board meetings and
other District events.
Hecker is often one of
the first to arrive and the
last to leave from
District meetings and
other activities and often
goes unnoticed as he quietly, yet busily,
prepares sound and computer presentations.

Black History Month celebrations
throughout the School District. Schools
are recognizing Black History Month this
month with school assemblies and special
library displays. Meeker Elementary held
an assembly February 11 featuring an
invited guest doing a dramatic interpreta-
tion of the life of Rosa Parks, followed by
a question and answer session with
students. Kalles Junior High held an
assembly February 17 in which students
read excerpts of winning essays on the
topic, “I Live the Dream,” listened to a
talk by Director of Diversity Affairs Marya
A. Gingrey, and watched a slide show on
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a skit by
drama students, and a performance by the
school’s new Step club.

David Hecker


