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This is a summary of school board
business from the March 27, 2006
Puyallup School Board meeting. Items
summarized below include action taken
and district reports and presentations.

Board honors retired educators

Board Highlights is published by the Puyallup
School District after each regular school board
meeting as part of a communications link
between the school district and its staff and
community.  Please direct questions or
comments to Karen Hansen, director of
communications and executive services, 302
Second St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372; (253)
841-8703; or e-mail
khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

See back page for superintendent recogni-
tions and a Human Resources report.

Resolution clarifies boundaries in
the South Hill East planning area

Directors approve 2006-08
Strategic Directions and board goals

Superintendent Tony Apostle (front row far left) and Board President
Diana Seeley (front row far right) join 18 retired educators in the district
who attended Monday night’s meeting in honor of  School Retiree
Appreciation Week in Puyallup.

Staff  and community members who served on the Parent Involvement
Task Force include (from left): Director of  Communications and Executive
Services Karen Hansen; Parents Jill Starks, Lorrin Whisnant, Yuko Faris,
and Therese Pasquier; Executive Director of  Administrative Services
Linda Quinn; Parent Bud Bhatt; and Emerald Ridge High Assistant
Principal Jeannine Medvedich.

Directors unanimously approved a
proclamation naming March 27 to April 2
as School Retiree Appreciation Week in
Puyallup. The proclamation recognizes
educators who have retired from active
teaching, administration, or a specialized
field of the teaching profession. The board
presented copies of the proclamation and
the audience gave a standing ovation to the
18 retired educators in attendance.

The board unanimously approved a series
of goals for the next two years established
around strategic directions related to
student achievement, equity and equal
opportunity, communication, and account-
ability. “We feel strongly that these are the
areas that need to be at the heart of what the
district is working on,” said Board Presi-
dent Diana Seeley. Copies of the Strategic
Directions and board goals may be viewed
on the school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/about/.

In the school district’s East planning area
around the Sunrise and Lipoma Firs
developments in South Hill, the Puyallup,
Orting, and Bethel school districts
converge. This is also an area of rapid and

changing development, where confusion
regarding district boundaries frequently
exists. To avoid future misunderstandings,
the board unanimously approved a
resolution that outlines the boundaries for
all three school districts and specifies how
each of the districts intends to serve
students. A PowerPoint presentation will
be used by the three districts to communi-
cate the boundaries and service plans to
parents, students, developers, real estate
agents, community and governmental
organizations, and others.

Directors hold first reading on
Parent Involvement Policy

The board heard a first reading of a newly

developed Parent Involvement Policy. In
February 2005, parents, administrators,
and other staff began meeting to develop a
vision for parent involvement in the
Puyallup School District. Task force
members reviewed policies from other
districts, elements to be included in a
vision for parent involvement, and a
variety of other topics related to the
partnership between parents and schools.
Their work resulted in the development of
a draft Parent Involvement Policy.

The proposed policy will return to the
board for a second reading at the directors’
next regularly scheduled meeting at 6:30
p.m. April 10 at Ballou Junior High School.
Board action is scheduled to follow.



Human Resources Department Activity

Certificated Staff Recommendations
Laura Hall, Special Education Teacher,
Kalles and Ballou JH
David VanMatre, Special Education
Teacher, Summit Program

Classified Staff Recommendations

Certificated Staff Resignations

Certificated Staff Retirements

Classified Staff Resignations

During superintendent recognitions, Tony
Apostle and the school board recognized:

Superintendent recognitions

Rick Wells, director of  athletics, health, and fitness (on right),
congratulates  Emerald Ridge High School Wrestling Coach Jim
Meyerhoff, named South Puget Sound League (SPSL) South Division
Coach of  the Year for the second consecutive year.

News from around the District

Administrative Staff
Recommendations
Casey Cox, Executive Director of
Secondary School Leadership, ESC
Andrew Schwebke, Director of Student
Learning and Teaching Support, ESC

Mark Kenneally, Intervention Specialist,
LOA

Becky Hoff, CTE Teacher, Rogers HS

Shirley Beauchamp, Paraeducator,
Wildwood
Jon Grimm, Shop Foreman,
Transportation
Debra Gutierrez, Secretary to the
Assistant Director, PSS

Rita Hernandez, Overload
Paraeducator, Pope
Stacie Jensen, Lawn Crew-Custodial,
Facilities
Ann Kelley, Workload Paraeducator,
Northwood
Renae Menghini, Special Education
Assistant, Ferrucci
Amy Orsburn-Thomas, Overload
Paraeducator, Firgrove

Aileen Mattsen, Special Education
Teacher, PSS
Cynda Parkins, Elementary Teacher,
LOA

Bradley Hubbard, Plumber, Facilities

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health,
and fitness, who shared a wrap-up of the
winter sports season.

Emerald Ridge High School

Emerald Ridge High School Wrestling
Coach Jim Meyerhoff received a certifi-
cate and congratulations from the board
for being named South Puget Sound
League (SPSL) South Division Coach of
the Year for the second consecutive year.
Meyerhoff also won the Tacoma News
Tribune Class 4A Coach of the Year, the
2005 Jim Sulenes Memorial SPSL Girls
Golf Coach of the Year, and was featured
on King 5 Sports Blitz as a “Coach Who
Makes a  Difference.”

The Emerald Ridge wrestlers had a perfect
10-0 season and placed second in the
regional meet. Student Keith Schlecht
placed third in state in his division.

Additionally, Emerald Ridge High School
Bowling Coach Matt Mueller was voted
SPSL South Division co-coach of the year.
The Jaguars finished the inaugural season
in second place with a 13-5 record.

Other notable winter sports accomplish-
ments included:

Puyallup High School

The Vikings girls basketball team won the
SPSL South Division title with a 19-1
winning record.  Coach Dan Picha also
won the SPSL South Division Coach of the
Year honor.

The school’s boys basketball team placed
second in the league, and its wrestlers
placed third in SPSL and first in the region.

Competitive girls bowling joined the high
school sports lineup this winter, and
Puyallup High School ended its first year

with a first place finish in the SPSL South
Division.

Rogers High School

Rogers High School’s gymnastics team
snatched the top spot as co-champions of
the SPSL South Division. The team also
took third place in West Central District
and seventh place in state.

The Rams wrestlers placed sixth in state
and had two wrestlers — James Albert and
Marshall Giovannini — finish second in
state in their respective divisions.

Other sports news from Rogers this
winter featured the school’s Special
Olympics basketball team, which took
gold in the seniors division at the state
tournament earlier this month. The team
is led by coaches  Ann Brownlee and
Denise Spears, as well as three high
school peer coaches.

Continuing a district trend of academic
excellence, the Rogers High Symphonic
Winds band, directed by Bruce Leonardy,
and the drama department, led by Bill
Wernofsky, were named state academic
champions.

The academic championship is awarded
based on students’ cumulative grade point
averages. The drama program had a
cumulative 3.51 GPA, while the band had
a cumulative 3.65 GPA. The students’
grades in both Class 4A divisions were the
highest in the state.

Finally, all three high schools participated
in the state dance and drill championship
March 24-25. The Emerald Ridge High
School dance team and Puyallup High
school pom team received excellent
ratings, and the Rogers High School pom
team earned an outstanding rating.


