
Board Highlights

This year’s Washington Aerospace Scholars are (from left): Tyler Claus 
of  Emerald Ridge High School, and Michelle Goreczny, Garrison Burger, 
Jordon Gerry, and Brendan Steiger of  Rogers High School. Joining them 
is Andrew Schwebke, director of  student learning in math and science.

This is a summary of school board 
business from the February 25, 2008 
Puyallup School Board meeting. Items 
summarized below include action taken 
and district reports and presentations.

Board appoints new member to
Bond Oversight Committee
In February 2004, the school board 
commissioned a 12-member Bond 
Oversight Committee to oversee projects 
funded by the $198.5 million school 
bond approved that same month. The 
resignation of member JoAnne Gaspard 
left a vacant seat on the committee. The 
school board agreed to appoint Patrick 
Clark to fi ll the remaining two years of 
Gaspard’s term. Clark, who has children 
attending district schools, brings “a strong 
background” in facility management, said 
Debra Aungst, assistant superintendent 
of education support. As an advisory to 
the board, the committee reviews project 
timelines, sequence, and budget; site 
selection; building design; and technology 
steering committee plans.

Directors unanimously approve 
board offi cer policy revisions
The board approved revisions to Board 
Policy #1220, which pertains to board 
offi cers and duties of board members. 
Proposed revisions clarify the role of the 
board president and are recommended by 
the Washington State School Director’s 
Association. The new language makes it 
clear that the board president is authorized 
to preside over meetings of the board and 
to set board agendas, schedule meetings, 
and perform other duties that facilitate the 
work of the board. 

Board approves fi fth annual student 
exchange trip to China
The board consented to the fi fth annual 
student trip to China, sponsored by the 

district’s China Committee. This year’s 
trip is scheduled for March 27 through 
April 8. Eight students will spend the 
majority of their time at a secondary 
school in Chengdu. At the end of their trip, 
they will spend three days touring in and 
around Beijing. Chaperones are Lynne 
Rosellini, executive director of elementary 
school leadership, and Gaye Lantz, 
director of professional development.

District Highlights
The board recognized the following 
students and staff for their recent 
accomplishments and awards:
• This year’s Washington Aerospace 

Scholars. The following high school 
juniors have been selected to participate 
in the Washington Aerospace Scholars 
program: Tyler Claus of Emerald Ridge 
High School, and Garrison Burger, 
Jordon Gerry, Michelle Goreczny, 
and Brendan Steiger of Rogers High 
School. They are among 225 juniors 

from across the state accepted into 
the fi rst phase of the program — a 
statewide online learning experience 
that offers NASA-designed curriculum 
and culminates in a weeklong 
internship at The Museum of Flight 
in Seattle. The program emphasizes 
science, technology, engineering, 
and math and encourages students to 
consider careers in the fi elds. 

• Carson Elementary School, which 
has been named a 2008 “Take Your 
Family to School” award winner by 
the National PTA. Carson Elementary 
Principal Arturo Gonzalez introduced, 
and the board recognized, Birgit 
Miller, treasurer of the Carson PTA. 
Miller wrote and submitted the grant 
application. Carson was the only grant 
recipient in Washington. Each winning 
school receives $1,897.

In other business, the board heard a 
report about student learning plans from 
Bob Silverman, executive director of 
assessment and accountability.
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Certifi cated Staff 
Recommendations
Colin Carney, English Teacher, Walker 
HS
Mary Goreczny, Librarian, Carson

Classifi ed Staff Recommendations
Nancy Benson, Special Education 
Assistant, Mt. View
Cecilia Dey, Special Education 
Assistant, Shaw Rd.
Lucie Ernst, Special Education 
Assistant, Rogers HS
Patricia Hood, Special Education 
Assistant, Carson
Teri Kavanaugh, Special Education 
Assistant, Shaw Rd.

Koleen McGuire, Special Education 
Assistant, Edgerton
Linda Meyers, Special Education 
Assistant, Wildwood
Debra Reudink, Offi ce Support, Rogers 
HS
Jessica Ricker, Interpreter Tutor, 
Puyallup HS
John Smeall, Special Education 
Assistant, Puyallup HS

Classifi ed Staff Resignations
Dolores Cruz, Kitchen Helper, Food and 
Nutrition Services
Connie White, Secretary, Maplewood 
and Meeker

Human Resources Activity


