
Board Highlights

Representatives of  the 2007-08 district bargaining units received 
copies of  the school board’s proclamation in celebration of  Classified 
School Employees Week March 10-14. From left: Mark Crouchet, co-
chair, custodial/maintenance; Linda Ogren, president, food service; Jan 
Olmstead, president, paraeducators; Monica Besteman, vice-president, 
paraeducators; and Gary Grimm, president, mechanics.

This is a summary of school board 
business from the March 10, 2008 
Puyallup School Board meeting. Items 
summarized below include action taken 
and district reports and presentations.

Board recognizes Classifi ed School 
Employees Week March 10-14
Gov. Chris Gregoire declared the week 
of March 10-14 as Classifi ed School 
Employees Week. The Puyallup School 
Board issued a proclamation recognizing 
the more than 1,130 classifi ed employees 
in this district. The proclamation notes 
that classifi ed school employees are 
“instrumental in fulfi lling the district’s 
paramount duty to educate children” 
and are “crucial partners with teachers, 
parents, administrators, and our school 
board.” Representatives of the 2007-
08 district bargaining units attended 
the meeting and received copies of the 
proclamation.

Directors hear winter sports review 
and recognize Coaches of the Year
During district highlights, the board 
listened to a review of winter sports and 
activities. Rick Wells, director of athletics, 
health, and fi tness, shared an overview 
of the accomplishments of students both 

in their activities and in 
the classroom. He also 
recognized two coaches 
named “Coach of the 
Year” by the South 
Puget Sound League 
(SPSL). The board 
presented certifi cates of 
recognition to Puyallup 
High coaches Ann 
Carpenter, Girls Bowling Coach of the 
Year, and Dan Picha, Girls Basketball 
Coach of the Year.
Each sports season, the Washington 
Interscholastic Activities Association 
names “State Academic Champions” to 
recognize schools in each sport or activity 
with the highest combined grade point 
average compared to others in the same 
program and enrollment classifi cation. 
The Rogers High School gymnastics team, 
led by coach Heather Renner, was named 
State Academic Champion for having a 
combined team GPA of 3.852. Rogers 
High Drama students, directed by Bill 
Wernofsky, also won the top honor with a 
combined GPA of 3.572.

In other business, the board:

Rick Wells, director of  athletics, 
health, and fitness, joins Girls 
Bowling Coach of  the Year Ann 
Carpenter from Puyallup High 
School. Puyallup High girls 
basketball coach Dan Picha was 
also named Coach of  the Year.

• Heard a fi rst reading of a revised board 
policy on special education and related 
services for eligible students. The 
language has been revised to refl ect 
state law that permits special education 
students who are chronologically 
in their senior year of high school 
but qualify for special education 
services beyond their 18th birthday to 
participate in graduation ceremonies 
with their senior class. The policy will 
return to the board for a second reading 
on March 24. Board action is scheduled 
to follow.

• Heard a communications plan update 
from Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications.

• Heard a report on the career and 
technical education program from 
Shelly Calligan, director of student 
learning, career readiness.
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Board Highlights is published by the 
Puyallup School District after each 
regular school board meeting as part of a 
communications link between the school 
district and its staff and community.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director of 
communications, 302 Second St. S.E., 
Puyallup, WA 98372; (253) 841-8703; or 
e-mail khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Administrative Staff Assignment
Michael Joyner, Director, Student 
Learning, Career Readiness, ESC

Administrative Staff Resignations
David Johnson, Administrator, 
Construction, Facilities
Roy Knox, Assistant Director, 
Technology Infrastructure, ITC

Certifi cated Staff Resignation
Heide Maschhoff, Elementary Teacher, 

Leave of Absence

Certifi cated Staff Retirement
Mark Rorem, Title I Teacher, Firgrove

Classifi ed Staff Recommendations
Joshua Fuller, Lawn Crew and 
Maintenance Laborer, Facilities
Colleen Martin, Title I Paraeducator, 
Stewart
Allix Weber, Title I Paraeducator, 
Stewart

Human Resources Activity


