
 Board Highlights

This is a summary of school board 
business from the October 27, 2008 
Puyallup School Board meeting. Items 
summarized below include action taken 
and district reports and presentations.

Directors recognize National School 
Bus Safety Week October 20-24
The board recognized National School 
Bus Safety Week October 20-24. 
Transportation Dispatcher Bev Bailey 
honored two bus drivers who went “above 
and beyond” in child safety situations.

Bus driver Joleen Firestein said she 
knew something wasn’t right when an 
elementary student showed up at her 
morning bus run for secondary students. 
Upon further questioning and later a 
referral to law enforcement offi cials, it 
was determined there was an abusive 
situation at the child’s home. The child 
was placed in a safer living situation.

Bus driver Wayne Barker arrived at one of 
his regular morning bus stops and noticed 
that three of the girls who should have 
been there were nowhere to be seen. Their 
backpacks, however, were in the grass. 
Barker notifi ed dispatch, which called 
the girls’ parents and the police. The girls 
were found safe after having strayed from 
the bus stop to look for one of their dogs 
that had gotten loose that morning. 

School board recognizes four 
Schools of Distinction
Directors recognized Fruitland, Hunt, and 
Northwood elementary schools, as well as 
Stahl Junior High school, for each being 
named a School of Distinction by the state 
Offi ce of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. The four schools landed on 
the statewide honor roll for demonstrating 
“outstanding improvement” in reading and 

Bus drivers Wayne Barker and Joleen Firestein are recognized for going 
“above and beyond” in child safety situations during their regular bus 
runs. With them are (far left) Debra Aungst, assistant superintendent of  
education support , and (far right) Transportation Dispatcher Bev Bailey.

math skills. To be considered, each school 
had to exceed state learning targets in the 
two subjects in grades four, seven, or 10 on 
the 2008 Washington Assessment of Student 
Learning (WASL). Schools that met those 
targets were then evaluated for six-year 
WASL gains in both subjects. Principals 
from the winning schools introduced staff in 
the audience, and a cake reception was held 
in celebration of the statewide honor.

Board hears report on National 
Board Certifi cation program
The board heard a report on the school 
district’s support model for National 
Board Certifi cation candidates. Gaye 
Lantz, director of student learning in 
professional development, shared the 
benefi ts of becoming board certifi ed and 
how the district is supporting candidates 
pursuing certifi cation. Puyallup has 23 
National Board Certifi ed staff, with 49 
others pursuing certifi cation this year. 

Northwood Elementary School Principal Lisa Russell-Nolan (center) joins 
some staff  members to celebrate the school being named a School of  
Distinction (see photos of  other local schools named for the honor on 
page two).
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Certifi cated Staff 
Recommendations
Gail Davis Leonard, Special Education 
Resource Teacher, Rogers HS
Carol Silvernail, Counselor, Rogers HS

Classifi ed Staff Recommendations
Kristin Brands, Building Duty, Hunt
Monica Cruz, Assistant Server, 
Wildwood 
Mariana de Hemmer, Library 
Assistant, District
Diana Mooney, Special Education 
KITE, Rogers HS
Suzanne Nelsen, Building Duty, Carson
Lorri Voss, Building Duty, Northwood

Classifi ed Staff Resignations
Carolina Reilly, Crossing Guard, Pope
Celeste Bowman, Building Duty, 
Northwood

Human Resources 
Activity



Board congratulates Schools of Distinction

Fruitland, Hunt, and Northwood elementary schools, as well as Stahl Junior High, are among 98 schools 
throughout Washington that have each been named a “School of  Distinction” this year by the state Office of  the 
Superintendent of  Public Instruction. Staff  members and a student from all four schools who attended a special 
recognition during the school board meeting include: (top) Fruitland Elementary, (center) Stahl Junior High, and 
(bottom) Hunt Elementary. A photo of  Northwood Elementary staff  is on page one.


