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Bond election set to address overcrowded and aging schools
Skyrocketing enrollment has pushed the
Puyallup School District to the limit,
resulting in overcrowded schools with no
space left to house students in all but a
handful of its existing buildings. The
District has also run out of room to add
portable elementary classrooms, and
enrollment projections show the growth
has no end in sight.

Older schools also need major repairs or
renovation in order to keep them in use.

The School Board has
unanimously agreed to
address these and
other growth issues by
placing a bond
measure on the
February 3 election
ballot. Specifically,
the bond would
provide:

•  Two new elementary schools and a new
junior high to relieve overcrowding. One
of the elementary schools would be built
on the southeast area of the District,
providing relief to the heavily populated
Pope and Hunt elementary schools. The
other would be located in the Silver
Creek area, providing relief to Brouillet
Elementary. The relief also would be felt
at other neighboring elementary schools
on the south end where students are now
bused as overflow from their home
schools. A new junior high would be
constructed in the Sunrise area.

•  Major renovations of Kalles and Aylen
junior highs,  a remodel of Meeker
Elementary, and the first phase of a

renovation of Puyallup High School’s
East campus, which would provide
updated buildings and equipment to
serve students’ needs in the science, arts,
and automotive programs. Additionally,
the bond would pay for an eight-
classroom addition at Fruitland Elemen-
tary, electrical and field improvements at
Northwood Elementary, new roof, floor
coverings, and windows at Ferrucci
Junior High, and special education
classroom modifications and computer
technology upgrades Districtwide.

The $198.5
million bond
issue is esti-
mated to cost
$.89 per $1,000
of assessed
valuation — the
lowest valuation
rate in more than
a decade. By

comparison, the school bond voters
approved in 1997 equated to $1 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation, and $1.40
per thousand in 1991.

Under this year’s proposal, a property
owner with a home valued at $100,000
would pay an additional $89 per year.
Senior citizens who meet certain qualifi-
cations are eligible for property tax relief.

“Deciding which needs were the most
compelling was a very difficult decision
for the Board,” says Superintendent
Susan Gourley. The Board toured District
schools to see needs first-hand and
reviewed extensive research from a Bond
Advisory Committee and Student

Housing Task Force before agreeing on
13 capital improvements from an original
list of the 53 highest priorities.

Similar tours have been set up next month
for the community to see the identified
needs (see adjacent box insert listing tour
dates and times).

The bond proposal comes after nearly
two years of research by the commit-
tees, representative of all of the
District’s stakeholders, and more than a
dozen community forums. The forums

were set up around the District to share
information about the capital needs,
review the proposed improvement
plans, and invite suggestions.

School Board President Greg Heath
reviewed the extensive process the
District used to evaluate its needs and
said the unanimous vote of the Board
reflected the “responsible approach”
taken by the proposal.

The public is invited next month to tour
schools that have major renovations or
remodels proposed in the February 3,
2004 bond election. Tours begin at 9 am
Tuesday, January 13 (lunch will be
served), and at 9 am Saturday, January
17. To sign up for one of these tours, call
(253)  841-8703 or visit the District
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. More than 350 seventh graders crowd into the commons at the end

of  lunch at Stahl Junior High School waiting for the bell to ring to go
to class. Stahl has the largest enrollment of  the District’s six junior
high schools with 1,059 students. The school was built to house 800
students and has added 13 portable classrooms to serve its rapidly
growing student population.

continued on page 4
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Connections is published periodically by the
Puyallup School District as part of a communi-
cations link between the district and the com-
munity.  Its intent and purpose is to provide the
Board and District staff a venue to inform com-
munity members about programs, goals, and
activities of public education in the Puyallup
School District.  Please direct questions or com-
ments to Karen Hansen, Administrative Assis-
tant to the Superintendent, PO Box 370,
Puyallup WA 98371 or telephone (253) 841-
8703 or email khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.
Responses, as appropriate, will be provided
directly to those who contact this office.
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Puyallup School District No. 3 complies with
all federal rules and regulations and does
not discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, marital status, age, national origin,
religion, or disability. This holds true for all
students who are interested in participating
in educational programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the District's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Officer and Section 504
Coordinator (William L. Welk, Executive
Director of  Human Resources) at 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

Susan Gourley
Superintendent

Superintendent's Message
Building classrooms for our children
They say a picture is worth a thousand
words, and I would like to invite you to
visit our schools so you can see for
yourself the conditions causing stress and
strain on your schools.

This year we had 242 more students
than last year.  To give a little perspec-
tive about what this means, our average
new elementary school is built to house
550 students.  An increase of 242
students fills nearly half of a new
elementary school—and that growth
rate, which has been continuing for
several years, is projected to grow for
many years in the future.

Each day, we transport 221 children
from their neighborhood schools to
others, because their neighborhood
schools do not have room for them.

During the 1990s, we built a new high
school, two new junior high schools, and
one new elementary school to meet
rising enrollments.  In addition, we
remodeled other schools which added
additional classrooms.  Even with this
building program, however, we are
currently using 57 portable classrooms
to house junior high students and 111
portables to house elementary students.

One out of every five of our students is
housed in a portable classroom.

Our teachers and principals have done a
good job of accommodating growth …
but using more portable classrooms and
school buses can only go so far.  Por-
tables on the grounds of an existing
school add classroom space but they put
a strain on centralized facilities such as
lunchrooms, restrooms, libraries,
auditoriums, and gyms that were not
built for the additional students who
must use them.  Busing children far from
their neighborhoods is never a good
option and is very hard on families …
and even this strategy is limited because
we have run out of room at almost all of
our schools.

But that is only part of the problem.
We need to build more schools and
classrooms, but we also must take
decisive action to keep several of our
existing buildings in use.  Thanks to
our staff, I know our schools are well
maintained.  But just like in our homes,
our schools have heating, plumbing,
roofing, and other systems that must be
repaired or replaced to keep the
buildings in use. Five of our schools
need major repairs, remodeling or,
potentially, replacement.  In addition to
obvious structural or system problems,
we need to reconfigure existing space
to meet current instructional needs.
Teaching drama and physical education
classes in lunchrooms makes it difficult
for students to learn and perform to
their best potential.

I hope you will accept my invitation to
visit our schools.  We are hosting public
tours of the buildings that have been
designated for major repair or renova-
tion so that you can see for yourself the
condition of these buildings.  I invite
you to join one of these tours.  You can
find more information on our website at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us or by calling
(253) 841-8703.  Or, you can give me a
call at (253) 841-8769.  I will be happy
to arrange a time to meet with you.

Students study earthquake science

Ballou Junior High School seventh graders learn about earthquake
movement and building structure by testing various foam structures
on an earthquake simulator in Kendall Looney’s science class.
(From left): Kia Lee, Tessa Williams, and Wayne Estes.
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Museum highlights

By now you know that your School
Board has decided to place a significant
bond proposal before the voters on
February 3.  Most of you are aware what
projects are included (see article page
one), but I suspect you are unsure how
the Board got there.  I would like to help
clarify that question.
 
First, Washington State law gives school
boards two options to raise money locally
to support their community’s schools.  The
first option is the maintenance and
operations levy which augments our daily
running of the schools.  Two years ago,
voters approved a four-year levy which
supports lower class sizes, efforts to
improve student achievement, music and
athletic programs, and more.  The second
option is a school bond which raises
money for major capital projects, such as
new schools, renovating existing schools,
or major repairs (like replacing an entire
roof).  A bond is a lot like a mortgage in
that it allows us to borrow money for
major capital projects and pay it back over
20 years. The payments come from local

taxes, so the voters must specifically
approve the bond.  With that background
established, let’s move on to the how we
got here.

How did the School Board decide on a school bond?

In response to overcrowding and other
concerns, the Board created a Bond
Advisory Committee made up from the
District staff and community to develop a
list of potential projects — focusing on the
next 10 years.  This committee put in
countless hours examining all the
potential needs of the District.  They
looked at student population and growth
projections, scrutinized our existing
schools to see what major repair or
renovations were the most critical, and
examined our buildings to ensure we are

complying with current laws and require-
ments.  This effort resulted in 55 projects
that they saw as critical. 

Next, the community and District staff got
their chance for input.  In a series of 13
meetings, the committee presented the list
and its justification to folks throughout the
District. My fellow Board members and I
sat in on many of the meetings as observ-
ers.  After considering this input, the
committee narrowed the list to 17 projects
that were the most compelling to solve our
short-term needs — for the next four
years.  The committee presented the Board
with this project list, the District’s bond
history, bond histories from neighboring
districts, tax rate information, the public
comments, and a Statewide voters survey. 
Then it was the Board’s turn.

As your elected representatives, we had to
balance the stewardship of our
community’s resources (tax dollars) with
our obligation to ensure we are providing
for the educational needs of our students. 
Against a backdrop of promoting student

Bruce Dammeier

Vice President
School Board

achievement, we scrutinized each project
individually and in aggregate.   We
wrestled with competing needs for new
classrooms, maintaining our existing
schools, safety, and other considerations.
The Board visited many projects to
personally verify the need, and individual
Board members conducted their own
follow-up visits.  If you were at our
various work sessions, you could attest to
the spirited discussions and debate that
ensued — all through the filter of what is
best for our students.  I am proud of the
process and the result.
 
The final bond, passed unanimously by the
Board on November 10, contains 13 major
projects and will impact every school in
the District at some level.  While it
represents the largest bond proposal in our
history, the tax rate is lower than both of
the last two bonds our community
approved — largely due to the growth on
South Hill.  When approved in February,
this bond will mean great things for our
community, addressing the most critical
needs affecting our students.

Meeker Elementary School students (from left) Ariel Fralick, Rachel
McGlothlen, and James Lane study flight with the use of  a hot air
balloon. Meeker is among several elementary schools partnering
with Emerald Ridge High School aviation students.

Meeker students
learn about flight

(photo courtesy of Kristen Schroeder)

Sixth-graders in Sue Armstrong’s class at
Meeker Elementary have been partnering
with Emerald Ridge High School aviation
students as part of the “Kitty Hawk”
project. Using math and science skills,
Armstrong’s class has been discovering
the variables in getting things to fly.

Students have created their own hot air
balloons, for example, to learn about
flight and weather patterns. They have
also built model airplanes and charted
their mentors’ proposed flight route this
month to Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.
The aviation students are in Kitty Hawk
this month for the centennial celebration
of Orville and Wilbur Wright’s first
powered flight.

“The biggest benefit to this project has
been the students’ excitement about
science,” says Armstrong. The hands-on
experiences helped them grasp difficult
concepts such as determining velocity.

Karshner Museum was featured last
month on Puget Sound Educational
Television’s “Inside Our Schools.” The
segment featured classroom visits and
Director Steve Crowell sharing some of
the Museum’s history.

Upcoming events include a fund-raising
lunch from 11 am to 1 pm January 31 at
the Outback Steakhouse on South Hill.
All proceeds go toward the purchase of a
life-size Allosaurus skull. Tickets are $12
each and are available at the Museum,
302 Fourth Ave. NE. A Friendship Tea is
also planned for February 14. For more
information, contact the Karshner
Museum at (253) 841-8748.
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Puyallup schools are among the fastest
growing in the State of Washington. One
out of every five students is housed in a
portable classroom.

Alternatives to building new schools
to handle this growth include switch-
ing to year-round school, extending
the school day, or double-shifting
classes. No new schools have been
built since construction projects in the
last voter approved bond issue in
1997.  Although developer impact fees
and state construction funds will also
be available, new construction cannot
begin without voter approval of a
school bond.

Many of the renovations included in the
bond measure are for needs not neces-
sarily apparent by looking at the
schools’ exteriors. These include
plumbing, electrical, heating, roofing,
seismic (earthquake, structural), fire,
and thermal systems.

Similar to maintaining a car or home,
the 2.4 million square feet of buildings
in the Puyallup School District also

require more than the regular mainte-
nance the District routinely provides,
says Rudy Fyles, Director of Facilities.
Systems wear out and structural issues

appear that require major repair or
renovation. “It is important that we keep
our buildings up to current standards as
they age to provide appropriate instruc-

tional space and working systems for
students and staff,” says Fyles.

More visible needs include replacing
computers that “crash” regularly at
schools such as Northwood Elementary
because of the outdated electrical system,
as well as upgrading a soggy playfield
due to drainage problems.

continued from page one

Bond election set for February 3

Remediation teaching takes place in
hallways at Meeker Elementary
alongside copy machines and other
equipment stored there due to lack of
space, and students work on old auto
shop equipment without a separate
classroom space at Puyallup High
School. Furthermore,  technology is
limited for students and staff at many
schools throughout the District (see
related article on page 14).

“It is important that we keep our
buildings up to current stan-
dards as they age to provide
appropriate instructional space
and working systems for stu-
dents and staff.”

Rudy Fyles

Elementary, secondary teachers
learn to score student writing

Schools have seen an influx of  students from housing
developments such as Silver Creek (pictured here) on the south
end of  the School District.

(photo courtesy of Susan Templin)

More than 100 teachers in fourth,
seventh, and tenth grades met this fall to
score student writing samples.

In September, all students in grades four,
seven, and 10 wrote essays in line with
the Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL). Teachers had an
opportunity to review a set of writing
samples from the State for each grade
before applying the scoring to Puyallup
student work.

Junior high and high school building
learning specialists, who work regularly
with teachers to promote student learn-
ing, also attended the scoring sessions.

By the end of the day, teachers scored

all of the papers for their classrooms and
were able to discuss ways to help their
students become better writers,” says
Susan Templin, District Language Arts
Curriculum Specialist.

Many of the teachers planned to take the
scored student work back to their
classrooms to share with their students
and with parents during fall conferences,
says Bob Silverman, Director of Assess-
ment. In some cases, teachers planned to
ask students to rewrite their papers so
they could learn how to improve their
writing skills.

A similar activity is planned next month
on a limited basis for teachers in grades
three, six, and nine.

Puyallup High School teachers (from left) Ruth Conrad and Dianne
Benigno learn to score student writing samples in line with the
Washington Assessment of  Student Learning.

(photo courtesy of Richard Uhlhorn)
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In an effort to help parents understand how to help
children succeed with science projects, the District’s
Science Resource Center has scheduled a community
night on Thursday, January 15 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm at
the Exposition Hall at the Puyallup Fairgrounds.  This
evening event is free.

Science projects entered in the District’s annual spring
science fair in year’s past will be available for viewing,
and staff will present information and answer questions.
Among other things, staff will review how to take an
interest area and then develop it into a testable science
question.  Other areas to be discussed include how to
tell the difference between a research paper and a
science experiment, how to develop a fair project
presentation, and a review of what judges look for in
student entries.

For more information contact the Science Resource
Center at (253) 840-8970.

The buzz of activity from construction teacher Connie
Saari’s classroom is helping students build for their
future.  The ACE Academy is a magnet program at
Rogers High School that is a partnership between
education and industry.  Students enrolled in this

magnet pro-
gram are
prepared to
pursue careers
in architecture,
construction,
and engineer-
ing-related
fields.

Because more
than eight
percent of
Pierce County’s
employment is
in construction-
related jobs,
members of the
business
community
were interested
in supporting
this collabora-
tion.  The

industry is facing an aging workforce, with the
average age of individuals in construction-related
fields hovering at about 47.  The Pierce County
Construction Council’s interest in ACE is to make
young adults aware of the range of opportunities in
construction-related fields, while the Rogers students
involved in the program benefit from experts in the
field, materials, and post-secondary training opportu-
nities.

The ACE Academy features an integrated curriculum.
Over the course of three years, students in the magnet
program will take a three hour block of classes every
year.  The sophomore curriculum includes one credit of
construction, one credit of math, and one credit of
English.  Rogers teachers Carol Callaghan (English), Dan
Thompson (math), and Connie Saari (construction)
collaborate on curriculum planning and ensure that the
activities planned for each class are supporting the units
the students are undertaking.

“I’ve been looking for a partnership opportunity like this
for quite a while,” says Saari.  “When the local construc-
tion community indicated an interest in this, we were

really excited.  We’re hoping this will give students
insights on satisfying career opportunities in construction,
not just jobs in construction.”

For ACE Academy student Jason Ryder, the opportunity
to take three related classes in succession has made all
of the topics more relevant.  “I think it’s pretty interest-
ing that all of these classes are linked to the construction
profession,” says Ryder, a tenth grader.  “I find that it’s
easier to get involved in them because they’re all
linked.”  Ryder also serves as the Rogers VICA Vice
President of Construction.  Through an agreement with
the  Puyallup School District, the Rogers VICA is also
constructing wooden easels the School District will
purchase from the club.

The role of community partners is integral to the success
of the ACE Academy.  Community partners include:
Absher Construction, Air Systems Engineering, Associ-
ated General Contractors, Bates Technical College,
Carpenters-Employers Apprenticeship and Training,
Communities in
Schools of
Puyallup,
Electricians
Apprenticeship
Program,
Masonry
Apprenticeship
Program, Pacific
NW Regional
Council of
Carpenters,
Pierce County
Careers Connec-
tion (PC3),
Pierce County
Construction
Trades Council,
and Tacoma-
Pierce County
Employment
and Training
Consortium.

While students are currently spending a lot of time in
class developing the skills they will need to excel in
construction-related careers, they are also getting a lot
of hands-on experience.  They recently built personal
wrench racks for use in class.  Soon they will design and
construct toys to donate next year to Puyallup
Giftmakers, which serves needy School District families
(see article page 9).

ACE Academy partners education and industry
in magnet program at Rogers High School

QUEST is a program for highly capable elementary
students in the Puyallup School District.  First-grade
students with a parent form on file will be adminis-
tered ability and achievement tests at the QUEST
building in January. Selected first-grade students will
begin attending pullout classes the second semester
of the year.

In the pullout program, students spend one full day
per school week at the enrichment center located
behind Maplewood Elementary.  The goal of this
program is to provide challenges for students of
high ability, academic aptitude, or unique creative
thinking ability.  Staff, parents, students, and
community members can make student referrals to
QUEST. Parent Permission for Assessment forms,
available at all elementary schools or the QUEST
office, must be completed by the parent and submit-
ted to QUEST before the selection process can take
place. Parent and teacher evaluations, student work
samples, and ability and achievement test scores are
considered by the Student Selection Committee to
determine which students will benefit most from
placement in the program.  

For more information, contact the QUEST office at
(253) 841-8751 or visit the QUEST web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/programs/quest.

Science community night
scheduled for January 15

QUEST testing dates set for
first graders in January

Student Troy Burnette works
on his wrench rack project.

Student Allison Johnson dry-
clamps her project.

(photos courtesy of Connie Saari)
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For second year Ballou Junior High and Rogers High
School career and technical education teacher Wes Lynch,
developing hands-on projects that have practical applica-
tions in the real world comes naturally.  After 23 years
working in industry, this former Boeing employee will put
his Ballou communications technology class to the test.

In the course of a semester, the students will learn and
apply technical drawing, CAD, video production, digital
imaging, and graphic design concepts to create a short
DVD movie.  In addition to the technical aspects of the
film, the students will write the  scripts for the movie and
determine camera angles for the scenes they film.

Ninth-grade communications technology student Kyle
Morton is working as a member of a four person group on
the movie project.  “I made an amateur movie two years
ago, but that was without a script or planned camera
angles,” says Morton.  “We’re either going to do an action
or a drama as our group project.”

Next semester, communications technology students
will create boxed, interactive CD-ROMs about a topic
of interest to them.  Students completing this project
during the 2003 spring semester learned that the
project wasn’t without its challenges.  The class, which
is designed to introduce students to various types of
computer-related technologies, was without computers
until halfway through the semester.  Once the comput-
ers arrived, all 30 had to be configured to allow for
video editing capabilities.

“This was a real learning experience for me,” says Lynch.
“I learned a lot about what students can be expected to do.
Some of the students really did well with this project.”

Lynch had developed a software program to create
interactive CDs, but he needed to quickly create a user
interface that would make the software user-friendly for
junior high students.  Student project topics covered a
diverse array of interests, ranging from Japanese anima-
tion and extreme sports to the Puyallup Fair and the
Special Olympics.

As a first step, the students designed a box in which to
package the CD.  They cut, folded, and assembled the
boxes.  Using graphic design programs, they created a
DVD case and a CD label depicting the CD topic.

To create their CDs, the students had to use video
technology and video editing tools, digital photography,
and a broad range of writing and organization skills.  On
the CD, students created a variety of pages and buttons
that allowed for easy navigation between topics.

Upon completion of the CD, students created a web page
that could be used to promote their CD.

“I wanted students to see that they could make something
that could actually be of use to someone else,” says
Lynch.  “Depending on the topic, it might even be
something they could sell to others.”

Lynch plans to repeat the project with students this
year.  “I’m really excited to try this again.  It’s been a
very fun process.”

Kyle Morton, ninth grader at Ballou Junior High,
works on his communications technology
project.

Technology class teaches students real world applications

Puyallup Family Co-op students
tour Lewis and Clark historic sites

Puyallup Family Co-op students visit Fort Clatsop as part of  their
field trip to the mouth of  the Columbia River to learn about the
Lewis and Clark expedition.

Few have the opportunity to walk in the footsteps of history, but that is exactly what a
group of fifth- and sixth-graders did on a three-day excursion to see Lewis and Clark
historic sites this fall at the mouth of the Columbia River.

Led by Puyallup Family Co-op teacher Kevin Smyth and accompanied by many parents,
the students camped two nights at Fort Canby State Park. They visited historic sites
including the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, built on the site of an early twentieth
century coast artillery battery with views of the river mouth and the Pacific Ocean. Students
also toured Fort Clatsop, a replica of the Corps of Discovery’s 1806 winter encampment.
They tried on frontier garb, looked at sleeping quarters, and agreed the captains had it
better than the men. Lastly, they moved on to the Astoria Column, located on Astoria’s
highest hilltop. Built for the Lewis and Clark centennial of 1903, its 165 spiral steps take
visitors to a vista of the lower Columbia Valley and out to the sea. “From there students
could see firsthand the spectacular geography that Lewis and Clark contended with, from
the ‘dismal nitch,’ where they were trapped by storms, high tides, and sheer rocky hills, to
Cape Disappointment, where they hoped in vain to meet American trading vessels,” says
Smyth. Students also did two hours of community service by clearing a campsite in
preparation for a state-funded interpretive campsite to be completed in spring.

(photo and information courtesy of Kevin Smyth)
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This past summer, members of the
Puyallup School Board approved
recommended policy revisions to the
District’s Harassment and Student
Conduct policies.  A third policy was
added to explicitly prohibit the
harassment, intimidation, or bullying of
any student.

The thorough process of reviewing the
policies included staff, members of the
District Diversity Committee, members
of the Ethnic Minority Parent/Commu-
nity Council, the Northwest Regional
Educational Laboratory, and the
District legal counsel.

The first two revised policies clearly
define sexual harassment and offer
legal standards for racial and sexual
harassment.  In addition, the policies
will now explicitly apply to volunteers
and contractors working with the
School District.

A third District policy, developed in
response to State legislation passed in
2002, also explicitly prohibits the
harassment, intimidation, or bullying of
any student.  The policy prevents
intentional written, verbal, or physical
acts which physically harm a student or
damage a student’s property, has the
effect of substantially interfering with a
student’s education, has the effect of
substantially disrupting the orderly
operation of the school, or is so severe,
persistent, or pervasive that it creates
an intimidating or threatening educa-
tional environment.

The revised policies are included in
student and volunteer handbooks.

The community is invited to learn
more about the policies during a
session on the topic at the Puyallup
Diversity Symposium January 21 (see
page 16 for more details).

Harassment,
bullying, and student
conduct policies
updated

Schools recognize
Red Ribbon Week

Aylen Junior High School students (from left)
Kayla Bustamante (Zanotelli), Bianca Jimenez, and
Lauren Alder.

Aylen and Edgemont junior high schools, and Karshner
and Hilltop elementary schools, recognized Red Ribbon
Week with a variety of activities in late October.

Red Ribbon Week is a week dedicated to leading
healthy lifestyles. Each year communities and schools
across America use this week to educate and promote
drug-free youth.

At Aylen, students continued an annual activity of tying
hundreds of red ribbons on the fence surrounding the
school. They also wore red ribbon bracelets each day
with the gold embossed message, “Reach for the Stars,
Not Drugs,” collected 300 cans of food that will be
donated to a local food bank and signed pledges to
“soar with the Falcons and be drug free.”

At Edgemont Junior High, counselor Shawn Adgie
coordinated “Words of Wisdom” over the course of the
week encouraging students to make good choices.

Karshner and Hilltop elementary schools recognized
the week with different activities each day.  Students
also received stickers with messages related to making
healthy choices.

Lippold named Technology Teacher of the Year

Technology Teacher of the Year Randy Lippold (right) accepts a free year’s
membership to the Society of Manufacturing Engineers (SME) from Andrew
Cross, President of the SME Seattle Chapter.

Randy Lippold, Rogers High School
technology teacher, has been named the
Technology Teacher of the Year by the
Manufacturing Technology Advisory
Group (MTAG).

Lippold received his award during the
MTAG annual kickoff meeting. He also
received a free year’s membership in the
Society of Manufacturing Engineers. His
award involves all schools on the west
side of the State from Bellingham to
Vancouver.

The Rogers teacher was recognized for his
award during a recent Puyallup School
Board  meeting. He told the Board, “It is
my honor to represent career and technical
education and to develop relationships
with local businesses to help students
learn skills for successful futures.”

(photo courtesy of Carol Buck)

(photo courtesy of Lowell Johnson)
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Newly elected School Board member Lloyd Freudenstein,
a Puyallup resident for nearly 42 years, isn’t wasting any
time getting down to business. Within a month of being
elected, he has attended a three-day conference for new
Board members, fielded calls from constituents asking his
position on issues, and attended several school functions.
He wants to do “whatever it takes” to educate the
community about the District’s proposed schools bond.

Freudenstein was officially sworn into his position at his
first School Board meeting late last month. Incumbents
Kathy Afflerbaugh and Diana Seeley also won their
respective seats in the November 4 election.

The retired educator says he is concerned about growth in
the District and the need for new schools to house a
growing student population. At age 73, he says he will
make a special point of appealing to senior citizens for
help in meeting the District’s facility needs.

“We all have an obligation to lead our young people to
productive adult lives,” he says. “Our founding fathers
said it is the paramount duty of our government to
provide a good education, and a good education involves
decent facilities.”

Freudenstein also is a strong advocate of the arts and says
it is important to provide a balance between required and
elective classes.

The long-time Puyallup resident retired as Rogers High

School principal in 1991 after 35 years in education,
holding numerous administrative and teaching positions.
He served as principal at Kalles, Ballou, and Aylen junior
highs, spearheaded the effort to open Walker High
School, started the District’s wrestling program at Aylen
in 1962, and served as Director of Pupil Services.

Reflecting on his tenure in the schools,
he says, “There were not five days a
year when I didn’t look forward to
going to work. I’ve missed it ever
since.”

Freudenstein is a Korean War Veteran
and holds a combat infantry badge,
one of the most revered symbols in the
US Army. He entered the service as a
private and advanced nine months later
to Master Sergeant. The exposure to

“horrendous explosions” while in combat has taken its
toll on Freudenstein’s hearing. He wears a hearing aid in
both ears and will use a special device provided by the
Technology Support Center to amplify sounds at School
Board meetings.

Freudenstein is an avid bicyclist and recently rode 120
miles in a weekend. He has also climbed Mt. Rainier and
most of the major peaks in the Northwest and ran the
Boston Marathon in 1979.  The former educator calls
himself “an incessant history student” and writes articles
about World War II for a VFW monthly newsletter. For

the past 11 years, the Freudensteins have given an annual
scholarship to an outstanding Rogers High history student.

He is chairman of the Board of Directors for the Friends
of the Puyallup Library and the Pierce County Conserva-
tion District. He is also a member of the South Puget
Sound Civil War Roundtable; past President of the
Puyallup Kiwanis; past Commander of Ray C. Roberts
Post 969 Veterans of Foreign Wars; and a past member of
the Pierce County Boundary Review Board, Puyallup
Play Care Center Board of Directors, and Puyallup
Campfire Council Board of Directors.

Freudenstein also co-chaired the Puyallup School
District’s successful maintenance and operations levy
campaign in 2002 and was selected that same year by the

Freudenstein wins election to Puyallup School Board

Daffodil PTA Council to receive the Zeiger Award. The
award, named after Edward Zeiger, is given annually to
outstanding District employees or retirees who have
demonstrated dedication through PTA and other
community service.

Most recently, Freudenstein led efforts to have the Rogers
High School Performing Arts Center named after former
principal Art Larson. “I am a community person,” he says.
“I believe we all have that obligation to foster a better
community, not for ourselves but for our children.”

Freudenstein has four children who all attended Puyallup
schools and five grandchildren, two of whom are in
Puyallup schools — one at Shaw Road Elementary and
another at Kalles Junior High. He is proud to note he is
among seven generations of family members who have
lived in Pierce County, with his ancestry dating back to
the Territorial days.

Born and raised in Tacoma, Freudenstein moved to the
south end of the School District in 1967, then settled in
his Manorwood home on South Hill in 1982.  In 1992, a
year after his retirement, he served a year as headmaster
at Shanghai American School in China. His wife, Carolyn,
has played a key role helping to coordinate the District’s
Chinese Teacher Exchange program, and the couple
enjoys hosting visiting Chinese teachers and administra-
tors in their home. They have been married 42 years.

Freudenstein earned his bachelor’s degree from Washing-
ton State University and his master’s degree in education
administration from Pacific Lutheran University.

“I believe we all have that obligation to
foster a better community, not for our-
selves but for our children.”

Lloyd Freudenstein

Dual Credit registration through January 16
Students in grades nine through 12 can begin earning
college credit before they graduate from high school for
completing selected Career and Technical Education
courses with a B grade or better.

There are two chances to register for the Dual Credit
program each year, once in fall and again in spring.
Registration for college credit from classes taken
this semester is from December 8, 2003 through
January 16, 2004.

The Dual Credit program, coordinated by the Pierce
County Careers Consortium, is winning praise from
parents and students because it can save time and tuition
costs in college. It also is attractive on students’ resumes
because it shows they are capable of completing college
level work, says Shelly Calligan, Director of Career and
Technical Education.

Students pay a one-time $10 fee to enroll in the program,

which began three years ago in the Puyallup School
District. To qualify, teachers must agree to teach the
college level curriculum, and students must earn at least
a B grade. Career and Technical courses eligible include
offerings ranging from aviation and automotive, to
culinary arts and accounting.

To access the course list and register for Dual Credits online,
go to the District website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us,
click on Career and Technical Education, then click on
the Dual Credit link.

Students and parents can also register and get more
information about the program at the Pierce County
Careers Connection website, www.pc3connect.org or by
calling the consortium at (253) 984-6004.

Additional information is also available from school
counselors and career centers.

Lloyd
Freudenstein
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Teenagers will keep warm this winter
with handmade fleece scarves and hats
made by their peers, and students of all
ages will enjoy new and hand-crafted
toys, books, and stuffed animals, thanks
to supporters of the annual Puyallup
Giftmakers program.

Giftmakers has spent the past 17 years
helping needy School District families. In
early December, parents shop for presents
and can leave their children with on-site
babysitters.

Students have been busy since last January
coordinating gifts and hand-crafted items
for this year’s event. Senior Girl Scout
Troop 259, and Rogers High School
DECA students, are among those who
have spent many evenings, weekends, and
days off of school working to make the
holidays brighter for those less fortunate.

“It feels like we’re giving back to the
community, and it makes you appreci-
ate what you have,” says Kelly
Kamstra, a sophomore at Emerald
Ridge High School.

Kamstra joined nearly a dozen other
Senior Girl Scouts on a day off from
school this fall to cut out and sew fleece

scarves and hats. This is the second year the
troop, made up of girls in grades 10 to 12,
have produced nearly 50 matching fleece
sets. The gift is especially meaningful, says
Emerald Ridge High junior Belinda Hays,
because it is teens helping teens.

Other gifts given to the several hundred
families that attend Giftmakers each year
are purchased with money donated by the
community or given directly by individual
community members. The many commu-
nity donors this year include Target, Wal-
Mart,  McDonalds Corporation, Grannies
Attic, and Mervyns. Schools like Aylen
Junior High have also contributed over the
years by making hand-crafted wood items,
such as doll cradles.

Rogers High School DECA students, who
are members of business and marketing
classes, play a key role in seeking dona-
tions from the community. Under the
guidance of advisor Therese Tipton, they
write letters and make phone calls to
businesses, speak to civic groups and
service organizations, and coordinate toy
drives at District elementary schools.

The DECA students also place a giant
wood box painted to look like an
oversized present at the South Hill Mall

and at their school to collect donations,
and they take a truck each year to the
Goodwill in Tacoma and fill it with
donated stuffed animals.

For the second year in a row, Giftmakers
Board member and Senior Girl Scout
Amber Rhodes organized a book drive to
make sure children from kindergarten
through grade 12 have a book on hand to
read at home. This year the Puyallup High
School junior collected 700 books.

Since no District money can be used for
this project, the community’s help over the
years has been invaluable, says Karen
Hansen, Giftmakers Coordinator.

Once the many hours of setup are com-
plete, the Girl Scouts and DECA students
are among those who work as personal
shoppers to assist parents in finding the
perfect gifts for their children. Celebrate
Seniority volunteers also work side-by-
side with students during the two-day
event at the First Presbyterian Church in

downtown Puyallup. Senior citizens also
provide a variety of behind-the-scenes
assistance throughout the year.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s so special
because it’s about giving and loving
others,” says Rogers High senior Zanetta
Im. Im is a DECA student who helped
coordinate donations this year with
senior Stephanie Trent. Trent, whose
mother also helped with Giftmakers this
year, is chronicling the history of the
program for a project she plans to enter
in a competition this March at the
annual State DECA conference.

“Those families really appreciate
Giftmakers,” says Im. “You can see it in
their faces. Many of them cry because they
are so thankful.”

Donations to Giftmakers can be made out to
the Puyallup Schools Foundation and sent to
Karen Hansen, Administrative Assistant to the
Superintendent, at the Puyallup School
District, PO Box 370, Puyallup, WA 98371.

Students, community give during annual Giftmakers event

Rogers High School Senior and DECA member Zanetta Im sets up
the Giftmakers collection box at the South Hill Mall.

Senior Girl Scouts who made fleece scarf  and hat sets for teenagers
include (back row from left): Belinda Hays, Calisa Mangold, Stacie
Lutz, co-leader Bette Hays, Amber Rhodes, and Kelly Kamstra. (Front
row, from left): Jenae Faker, Jennifer Brumbaugh, Alexandra McElroy,
and co-leader Ruth Rhodes.
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Heather
Olmstead

Senior Heather Olmstead
practices putting at High Cedars
Golf  Course.

Golfer’s drive, ambition lands her local, State awards
She has shattered high school golf records,
led the way regionally with back-to-back
Player of the Year awards, inspired other
females to take up the sport, and won
nearly a full-ride college scholarship and a
chance to compete with some of the top

women golfers in the
country.

For someone who
picked up a golf club
“just for fun” five
years ago, Rogers
High School senior
Heather Olmstead has
since proven herself to
be a serious competi-
tor whose dedication
on and off the links

has won the respect of her coach and peers.

Olmstead is modest and, at times, admit-
tedly a bit overwhelmed by her long list of
accomplishments. These include League
Champion and Player of the Year the past
two years in the South Puget Sound
League; First Team All League the past
three years; Tacoma News Tribune Athlete
of the Week this year; Team Most Valuable
Player in 2001 and 2002, and numerous
awards for outstanding academic achieve-
ment. The 17-year-old team co-captain has
also held onto the number one varsity spot
on the Rogers High team since joining as a
freshman three years ago.

One of the biggest surprises, she says, came
last month during an end-of-the-year high
school golf banquet dinner and awards
ceremony when she learned her varsity golf
teammates picked her to receive the “Most
Inspirational” award. “I am honored they
picked me, and I am happy that golf is
getting the recognition it deserves for both
men and women,” she says. “With people
like Tiger Woods and Anika Sorenstam,
people are seeing you have to be an athlete
to do this. It’s becoming more attractive to
the younger generation.”

Olmstead’s success has not come without
hard work. She golfs year-round, prac-
tices even in harsh weather, and works
out several times a week at the local gym
with the help of a personal trainer.
Throughout the year she competes in the
Washington Junior Golf Association,
American Junior Golf Association, and
United States Golf Association. Over
winter break she will compete in a
college level tournament in Arizona.

Her short game — chipping and putting —
is her strength, she says, adding “that is
what holds the game together.” She is
often seen at the driving range or on the
putting green practicing with her brothers,
Jason and Christopher. Jason is a freshman
on the Rogers High boy’s varsity golf
team, and Christopher is a seventh grader
at Ballou Junior High School.

“Heather is just an outstanding young
lady and golfer,” says her coach, Dave
Johnston. “There have never been in
Rogers history the kind of records she
has set.” That includes one of her all-
time best scores this year shooting 35,
one under par, on the Rogers home nine-
hole course at High Cedars Golf Course
in Orting.

Her father Paul, also a golfer, and her
mother, Sharon, are among her biggest
supporters. They can be found at her
tournaments, on the practice green, and in
the clubhouse waiting to cheer her and the
team on to victory.

When not golfing, Olmstead says she
enjoys playing the piano and being
active outdoors, including running.
While her heart is definitely in the game
of golf, her career sights are set on
being a pilot or working in some area of
medicine, including possibly being a
surgeon or working in the area of sports
medicine. She will begin her under-
graduate work next fall at The Univer-
sity of Nevada, Reno.

“Golf has taught me a lot of integrity and
self-discipline,” she says. “I cannot take
all of the credit, as I am very blessed with
a God-given talent to do well.”

Stewart Elementary School
receives donated metal art

Bob Kastama and grandson, Michael, with donated metal sculpture.

The Puyallup School Board recently
accepted a metal sculpture donation for
Stewart Elementary School.

Puyallup resident Bob Kastama inherited
the sculpture after the death of a close
friend and decided to offer it to Stewart
Elementary.  The 5-foot-long piece is not
titled and is designed “to be whatever
people see in it,” says Kastama, adding
school children should have fun sharing
their views of the art.

The sculpture, designed by Bremerton

artist Ken Lundamo, is expected to be
hung on a wall inside the elementary
school. If Lundamo were commissioned
to do this piece of artwork today, it is
estimated it would cost about $3,500.

Bob and his wife, Diane, have three
grandchildren at Stewart Elementary.
Their grandson, Michael, is in second
grade. Their twin granddaughters,
Sarah and Rachel, attend the afternoon
preschool program. The Kastama’s
three children also attended Stewart
Elementary.
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More girls are participating in School
District sports than ever before.

The increasing number of female
athletes is the result of nearly a decade
of intensive and deliberate efforts by
staff to close the gap between boys and
girls sports participation, says District
Athletic Director Terry Cavender.
Seeing to it that boys and girls have an
equal opportunity to participate in all
aspects of education, including athletics,
is one of the School Board’s Strategic
Directions, or annual goals.

Enrollment informa-
tion collected last
year, for example,
showed the number
of junior high and
high school boys and
girls participating in
District sports fell
within just a few
percentage points of
one another at both
the junior high and high school levels.
Male participation exceeded females 52
percent to 47 percent.

“Are we satisfied? No, we want it to
match up perfectly,” says Cavender. “But
are we happy with our progress? Yes.
Eight years ago it was 60 percent male
and 40 percent female, and we developed
a battle plan to work on that.”

Cavender credits several additions and
changes in athletics — including more on
the way this year — to spark girl’s interest
in sports.

One big boost for girls sports started three
years ago with the addition of cross-
country at the junior high level. Cross-
country replaced gymnastics, which was
phased out mostly because of low
enrollment, says Cavender.

The move has resulted in an explosion
of interest among girls in grades seven,
eight, and nine who compete in the no-
cut sport each fall. More than 120 girls
turned out this year and packed the

District makes gains on equity
between boys and girls sports

starting line at an opening jamboree in
September and end-of-the-season
conference meet in October. This
increase at the junior high level has
also resulted in a surge of enrollment in
high school cross-country at all three
high schools.

“It’s a non-cut sport, and anybody can do
it,” says Stahl Junior High Coach and
Teacher Geni Saalborn. “You are going
out to improve yourself each time. It gives
girls a lot of self-value and a feeling of
accomplishment.”

Junior High girls sports
enrollment has also
grown with the addition
four years ago of
soccer, mirroring a
surge of interest in the
sport nationwide. The
program started with
eighth and ninth graders
in its first year and
expanded the following

year to include seventh graders.

At the high school level, enrollment has
consistently grown in established sports
such as basketball, which keeps two dozen
girls and cuts the rest after tryouts. This
year more than 40 girls tried out at
Emerald Ridge High School, and typically
between 10 and 20 girls are cut, says
Athletic Coordinator Del Dittus. Popular
non-cut sports for girls include swimming,
cross country, and gymnastics.

Golf has also seen dramatic increases at
the high school level compared to a
decade ago when schools here and across
the State could barely interest enough girls
to field six-person varsity and junior
varsity teams. The District added a girls
golf coach at each of the three high
schools to improve equity with the boys
golf program, says Cavender.

Changes this year include plans to move
girls water polo in the spring from a club
sport to part of the District’s athletic
program. This change, also being em-
braced by other schools in the South Puget

Sound, will include the creation of a
South Puget Sound League and a mini
State championship. The same transition
is planned for boys water polo next fall.

After two years of planning and numerous
discussions at the State level, dance also is
scheduled to transition from an activity to a
sport this year. The emphasis will shift
from performing to competing, says
Cavender. While details are still being

worked out, the plan is to begin with varsity
dance teams at all three high schools and
have the sport accepted and supported by
schools Statewide and by the Washington
Interscholastic Activities Association.

“Equity between boys and girls sports is an
ongoing issue that we will continue to
work on, not because Title IX tells us to,
but because it’s the right thing for our
young ladies,” says Cavender.

More than 120 junior high school girls turned out for cross-country
this fall. Runners take off  at the fall sports jamboree.

Puyallup High School students will be
able to further their study of DNA and
proteins with the use of biotechnology
equipment that will be purchased with
nearly $4,000 in grant money awarded
by the National Geographic Society
Education Foundation.

A project proposed by biology teachers
Rocquel Stanley and Leslie Miller was
selected from a competitive pool of grant
applicants nationwide. The Elephant
Project is a Science Education Partner-
ship curriculum at Fred Hutchinson
Cancer Research Center that is designed
for students to analyze the DNA of a
confiscated piece of ivory tusk and match
it to a family of African elephants.

Students  also learn about the biology of
elephants, legal and ethical issues of the
ivory trade, and efforts and difficulties
involved in the protection of African
elephants.

“Our young people cannot operate as
‘world class’ competitors until they are
able to analyze environmental, economic,
and geo-political challenges using a
geographic perspective,” says Gilbert M.
Grosvenor, Chairman of the Board of the
National Geographic Society.

“Classroom teachers like Rocquel Stanley
and Leslie Miller are essential to making
sure our children are geographically
literate,” he says.

Puyallup High teachers win grant
from National Geographic

Just before this edition of Connec-
tions went to press, the Rogers High
School girls swim team defended its
State title during a dominating
performance at the Class 4A State
swimming and diving championship.
Look for a feature on the team in the
January Connections.

Back-to-back State champs!



12  December  2003 http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us Celebrating Student Achievement

For Rogers High School senior Joe
Nelson, the school day doesn’t end after
his four hours of classes on the Rogers
campus.  He leaves Rogers to spend
between four to six hours a day working at
Madsen Electric in a pre-apprentice
program through Tacoma-Pierce County
Workforce Development Council.

“I didn’t really have any experience in this
sort of thing before working for Madsen,”
says Nelson.  “I had been working at
Safeway for about two years when I saw
this advertised at school.”  After a
screening process including an applica-
tion, letter of recommendation, and four
interviews, he was selected to participate
in the program.

Shannon Steedman, Work-based Learn-

ing Coordinator at Rogers High and
Emerald Ridge High
schools, works with
almost 50 students in
the work-based learning
program.  “I think that
making the connection
between real life and
school is so important,”
says Steedman.  “It’s
the most important
thing.  What I love the
most about my job is
seeing the students use
the skills from the
classroom in a work
setting.”

Monday through Thursday, Nelson learns
job-specific skills on the Madsen Electric

job site.  On Fridays, he participates in
training offered through
Work Source.  In addition
to site visits to large area
employers like Tacoma
Electric and the Russell
Investment Group, the
classes include sessions on
electrical theory, equa-
tions, blueprint reading,
and the history of unions.
Other units include
training on budgeting and
conflict resolution in the
workplace.

“Joe is a role model for his
peers because he’s taking an interest in his
future,” says Steedman.  “He’s also a
student who takes his education very

seriously and is always looking to gain the
most from the experiences he’s offered.”

For Nelson, the work-based learning
experience has given him new perspec-
tives on his career goals. “For me, the
experience has opened my eyes to
different ways I can go in my life.”

“I never really thought about trades
before, but really an apprenticeship is
like getting a first four-year degree,”
says Nelson.

As for his future plans, he hopes for
the opportunity to work his way up at
Madsen and explore management
opportunities.  He would also like to
pursue a college degree in business
and marketing.

Student Joe Nelson wires
a junction box.

Student does work-based learning at Madsen Electric

About 150 community partners and Career and Technical Education teachers met for dinner last month to discuss the future of  the District’s
Career and Technical Education programs. A lasagna dinner was prepared and served by Puyallup High Teacher Janet Divelbiss and her
Culinary Arts students. Students serving guests (from left): Lin Lin, who dishes up lasagna to Lowell Johnson, Career Specialist at Rogers
High School, and classmates Kirendeep Dhaliwal, and Jordan Gerlach. Speakers at the program included Sandra McCord, Assistant
Superintendent of  K-12 Education, Dr. Lisa Pletcher, Pierce County Careers Connection Director, and Karri Selby, a PHS graduate who
attends the Culinary Institute of  America in New York. After dinner, advisory members attended pathway breakout sessions to discuss
business trends, current programs, goals, and work-based learning opportunities.  Advisory committees will meet twice more this year.

Career and technical education holds advisory dinner
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The Puyallup School District and members of the faith
community met recently for a conference entitled
“Building Partnerships: Faith Communities AND
Public Education” to discuss ways to build partnerships
between public schools and area faith communities.

The one-day conference, held at the Best Western Park
Plaza on South Hill, brought together a diverse group
of school and community leaders interested in provid-
ing support to students and their families.  About 35
churches and community members, representing 19
different places of worship and 10 denominations,
gathered to discuss appropriate connections with
schools in their communities.  Nearly 90 people
participated in the conference.

The conference was larger than similar programs offered
at the State level.  According to Schools Superintendent
Susan Gourley, engagement and partnership with the
faith community in Puyallup is vital because the District
and the faith community share a common mission of
meeting the needs of children and families.

The goals for the conference were to encourage
dialogue between public school educators, faith
leaders, and others to support children; to strengthen
the interest of communities of faith in public education;
to develop strategies for renewed partnerships; and to
explore ways to support students and families in a
healthy community.

Following welcoming remarks from Dr. Dennis
Magnuson, Pastor of United Methodist Church, and
Gourley, participants heard keynote addresses from John
Ferguson, education coordinator at the First Amendment
Center in Nashville and Jerry Painter, General Counsel
for the Washington Education Association.

Participants explored scenarios where the rights of
students to express their opinions might come into conflict
with the State’s duty to not endorse any particular religion.

For Dayle Robbs, Co-master Commission Director with
CityGate Church, the conference offered some interest-
ing insights.  “I felt wonderful about the gathering. I
thought it was a display about how much this commu-
nity cares and wants to participate to help our kids.”

The conference concluded with a discussion about the
next steps in developing partnerships that respect the
division between church and State, but allow all parties to
provide maximum support to students and their families.

Conference explores
partnerships between faith
communities and schools

Teachers in 10 classrooms across the
District are testing a new technology to
explore how a single computer hooked
up to supporting equipment can
improve the way teachers teach and
students learn.

The “one computer classroom” project
also includes a thorough training of staff,
who share ideas and lesson plans and
learn the best ways to integrate the
technology to promote student learning.

Schools participating in this year’s trial
program are Karshner, Waller Road,
Meeker, Fruitland, and Spinning
elementaries; Ferrucci, Aylen, and
Kalles junior highs; and Puyallup High
School, which is using the equipment in
two classrooms.

Teachers in each of the 10 classrooms
have been equipped with a laptop
computer, printer, document camera,
projector, and a software package to support curriculum.
They were trained before the school year started and will
continue professional development throughout the year.

The goal is to provide these same types of technology
systems in every classroom throughout the District when
funds become available, says Instructional Technology
Coordinator, Brenda Osborn. These systems are among
technology improvements included in a schools bond
that voters will consider on the February 3, 2004
election ballot.

On a recent morning at Karshner Elementary School,
third-grade teacher Betsy Fletcher showed how the
technology enhances her daily lessons in areas such as
writing, math, reading, and science.

After teaching students how to organize thoughts on
paper, Fletcher gave them time to complete a writing
assignment using an opening sentence and supporting
details to describe a classmate selected as the student of
the week. When she called on volunteers to share their
work, Logan Solsten eagerly walked up to the document
camera, slid his piece of notebook paper under the lens,
then confidently shared a topic sentence about the
classmate’s favorite hobbies as the rest of the class
watched his work projected onto a large screen.

Student Katie Giltner followed, and as the class suggested
edits, she erased or scratched out words or sentences
directly on her paper and replaced them with new ones —
all while the rest of the class sat and watched her make

the changes instantaneously on the screen.

“The children are taking charge of their own learning,”
says Fletcher. “They get immediate feedback and learn so
well from one another.”

Fletcher also works with her students to produce a one-
page weekly newsletter. She uses a digital camera to
photograph students each week working on various
classroom activities, then projects the newsletter onto the
screen so students can help her write about that week’s
events before it is sent home to parents.

Teachers like Michael Hagmann of Ferrucci Junior High
are frequently using the computer and high quality digital
image projections to incorporate “video streaming” in
their classroom instruction. Hagmann, who teaches life
science, downloads educational videos and edits out all
but the sections he wants to show his class to reinforce
that day’s lesson.

The document camera is also capable of projecting
images of objects, which provides clear visuals for an
entire class during science dissections and other
hands-on demonstrations.

Teachers in the 10 pilot classes will share lesson plans
and discuss the one computer classroom model at school
staff meetings. They also keep journals of their class-
room experiences and regularly report their results to
Osborn, who will evaluate the program with staff at the
end of this school year.

“One computer classroom” enhances learning

Betsy Fletcher, teacher at Karshner Elementary School,
uses a document camera to share a writing lesson.
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Keeping pace with advancements in
technology is an ongoing challenge for
educators committed to providing students
with current equipment that meets
increasingly rigorous academic require-
ments now and prepares them for success
after high school.

The District’s Technology Support Center
(TSC) staff has been working with each of
the 31 schools this past year to develop
plans that highlight the use of existing
technology resources to the fullest while
continuing to seek funding to upgrade
outdated equipment.

Last year, teams of students, parents,
teachers, and school administrators from
each school met to develop “technology
site plans.” The plans address how schools
can best use existing technology in ways
that promote student learning.

“It’s all about what we can do with what
we have while we look for ways to
provide current technology,” says Mike
Hodgson, Director of Technology.

“Certainly we are not satisfied to stay
where we are, because it is difficult to
meet rigorous State learning requirements
with the equipment we have at many of
our schools.”

The proposed school bond on the Febru-
ary 3, 2004 ballot
contains provisions
for upgrading technol-
ogy Districtwide.

In a recent report to
the School Board,
Hodgson reported that
53 percent of teacher
workstations do not
meet minimum State
and District technol-
ogy standards, and less

than a third of teachers have computers
capable of opening a basic Microsoft
Word document. Similarly, less than 30
percent can easily access software
programs allowing them to perform
required tasks such as filling out student
report cards. Students also have limited access to

modern technology at many schools, he
says, adding one of the goals the site
teams discussed was how best to integrate
the District’s technology curriculum with
the State’s rigorous Essential Academic
Learning Requirements (EALRs).

Veteran teachers like Clint Patton at
Maplewood Elementary School say they
are making sure taxpayers’ investments in
years past continue to be used to their
fullest extent. Admittedly one who “never
throws anything away,” Patton says some
older technology can have limited uses,
especially in primary classrooms.

During a recent math lesson, several
second graders who needed to practice
certain skills moved to a makeshift
computer lab in the back of the classroom
where Patton mixes some current
computers with a dozen 20-year-old
Apple IIe models. “Now and then we
have a power surge that burns one out
beyond repair, but we’re using them to
the very finish,” says Patton, who has
been teaching for 29 years.

Patton uses the computers for his second-

Cailin Bary, a second grader last year at Maplewood Elementary School,
types on a 20-year-old Apple IIe computer in Clint Patton’s class.

graders to review computational skills or
other drill activities on floppy disk
software programs that have long since
disappeared from store shelves. While
many of the rote lessons still work to
reinforce basic skills, Patton says outdated
equipment and programs don’t work well
for tasks that require higher level thinking
skills and more sophisticated technology.

In addition to helping schools look at
uses of available resources, the Tech-

nology Support
Center is also
sponsoring ongoing
staff training this
year. In a survey last
spring, more than
700 District staff
expressed interest in
learning more about
core computer skills
and concepts,
including basic word
processing, use of

district email and the network, as well
as Internet skills, says Brenda Osborn,
Instructional Technology Coordinator.
Classes are scheduled this year to help
staff address those needs.

Artist visits Stewart Elementary

Artist in residence Becky Frehse helps Stewart Elementary
students design a new mural. (From left): Bailey Carrillo, Nate
Gosteli, and Connor Guzman.

(photo courtesy of Sue Snoke)

Mike Hodgson

Brenda
Osborn

Schools develop Districtwide technology site plans
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Grant to enhance high school student advisory programs
Being one of nearly 1,500 students on a
high school campus and managing to stay
connected to peers and adults can be a
daunting challenge.

To make education more personal and at
the same time promote student achieve-
ment in Puyallup’s growing School
District, nearly $1.5 million in Federal
grant money will be used over the next
three years to strengthen established high
school advisory programs.

Puyallup learned this fall that it was one of
only two school districts in the State
chosen to receive the Federal funds, and
students, staff, and parents from each of
the District’s three comprehensive high
schools have been busy planning how to
begin implementing projects outlined in
the grant.

Among other things, the grant provides
money for a full-time teacher/coordinator
to lead the project during all three years at
each high school, training for staff, and
designing and implementing a system for
making students’ grades, homework
assignments, and exemplary student work
Internet-accessible.

The advisory model, which was intro-
duced three years ago at Emerald Ridge
and is also underway at Rogers and
Puyallup high schools, features one
teacher being assigned to a group of about
22 students randomly assigned in the same
grade. The groups meet at least once a
week throughout a student’s three years of
high school.

Advisors help students explore careers,
plan for college, do community service
projects, and other activities that
develop personal and social responsi-
bility. It also helps students form a
strong personal connection with other
peers and a staff member who cares
about them, says Michaele Sein-Ryan,
Career Specialist at Emerald Ridge High
School and coordinator of that school’s
daily advisory program.

On a recent day at Emerald Ridge High,
seniors from Sein-Ryan’s advisory class

visited Jackie Ferry’s sophomore
advisory. The older students paired up
with the sophomores to review their
portfolios, which are binders organized
to reflect students’ accomplishments
and best works during their three years
of high school.

Senior Bridget Schramm encouraged
her peers to get involved in something
they enjoy at the school and to “have
fun and start early” on their portfolios.
“I know your senior year seems far
away, but it’s important you work on
this now,” she says. “Don’t think of
it as something you have to do, think
of it as something you have an
opportunity to do.”

Emerald Ridge High Principal Casey Cox
says the grant also provides an opportu-
nity for all three high schools to work
together to share their successes. “There
are huge advantages to having each

school know what other students are
doing in student learning,” he says.

Rogers High School, which offers a
once-a-week advisory, may add an after-
school program of up to six hours per
week beginning as early as next month.

Scott Brittain, Principal  at Rogers, says
the school’s site council sees this as a
chance to offer teens extra help with
schoolwork, preparation for the SAT,
ACT, or Washington Assessment of
Student Learning, programs that enhance
Advanced Placement classes, and other
offerings “for kids to connect to school,
teachers, and other kids.”

Puyallup High Principal Wanda
Berndtson says the money also will
provide an opportunity to explore more
ways for the community and parents to
partner with the school.

The Chamber of Eastern Pierce County

sent a letter to Superintendent Susan
Gourley outlining support for this
project from the Puyallup business
community. Lee Francis, Chairman of
the Chamber Board, said the business
community can provide assistance such
as job shadow opportunities, adult
mentors to work with students in the
development of their career interests and
culminating projects, speakers to share
about various careers, and community
judges for student demonstrations.

“We believe the concepts of the project
will greatly enhance our ability to forge
effective partnerships to benefit young
people’s learning,” writes Francis.

The Puyallup School District has named
its advisory program “Three New R’s for
Puyallup,” with the R’s standing for rigor,
relevance, and relationships. The program
calls for each high school student to:

• Have a learning support team made up
of the student’s advisor, a parent or
family member, a group of peers, and a
community mentor (relationships).

• Choose and pursue a high school
major to prepare for the student’s
career interest (relevance). A major
might be aviation, education, culinary
arts, video productions, or any one of
a number of other focus areas. Majors
might also be designed by students.
Students whose interests change
during high school will be allowed to
change their majors, and those who
choose not to select a major at all will
be allowed to complete a general
studies/college preparatory focus.
“This lets kids hook their learning into
the context of their passions,” says
Director of Development Linda Quinn,
who wrote the grant proposal. “All
we’re doing is saying, ‘try on some
different hats.’”

• Develop a personalized education plan
of how to achieve post-high school
education and career plans (rigor).

Emerald Ridge High School sophomores (seated from left) Kendall
Graydon and Carly Fraga share their high school portfolios with
seniors (standing) Leslie Brooks and in the foreground, Bridget
Schramm, during the school’s advisory program.
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Mobile dental van provides free care to students in need

Dr. Steve Urback, of  Puyallup, provides dental care to a Firgrove
Elementary student in a mobile dental van set up at the school.

Eighteen students received free dental care
from a mobile dental van that had its
maiden voyage to the Puyallup area in
October at a specially equipped site at
Firgrove Elementary School.

Students served included those from
Firgrove Elementary and neighboring
Ballou Junior High. They were identified
during initial health screenings by the
school nurse and also did not have access
to other dental care.

Volunteering their services for the day
were Dr. Steve Urback of Puyallup and
three members of his staff: Debbie Villa,
Jill Olden, and Nan Barker.

Urback said the students’ needs were
great, including one who needed an
emergency extraction, many who need to
return for several additional treatments,
and others who were referred to outside
specialists. Urback and his staff per-
formed 108 dental procedures for a total
value of $6,900.

Northwest Medical Teams International,
Inc., which provided the mobile dental
van, has a fleet of nine motor homes
converted to dental clinics to serve target

populations in Washington and Oregon.
The organization is a non-profit world-
wide humanitarian aid group based in
Portland, Oregon. Bethel and Clover Park
school districts have also used the service.

The 30-foot van will return to Firgrove
three more times this year to treat the
children evaluated in October and, as time
permits, serve additional students. It is
scheduled to return this month, then again
in January and March.The Children’s
Emergency Fund is paying the $800
sponsor fee for each of the van’s four
visits to Firgrove this year.

Audrie Shagren, District Health Services
Supervisor, says the goal is to expand
this offering to a downtown Puyallup
school site.

The Puyallup School Board took time at
its first meeting in November to thank the
many supporters who made the project
possible. In addition to those mentioned
above, the Board thanked the Puyallup
Kiwanis Foundation for its gift of $1,525
to pay for the electrical modifications to
support the dental van being set up at
Firgrove Elementary. Dr. Ovidio
Penalver, a doctor in Puyallup, was also

thanked for helping to secure the Kiwanis
Foundation funding.

Diana Higgins, School Nurse at Firgrove
Elementary and Ballou Junior High

schools, and Shagren were recognized for
helping to organize the mobile van visit, as
well as Firgrove Elementary School staff
who welcomed the van to their school and
assisted with coordination efforts.

High School students partner with Wildwood Elementary
To celebrate the rich tapestry of cultures
that make up the community, the
Puyallup School District Diversity
Committee, in conjunction with the
citizens of Puyallup, will host a Diver-
sity Symposium on January 21, 2004 at
Rogers High School, 12801 86th Ave. E.,
Puyallup.

An opening session with music and
entertainment begins at 5 pm.  Activities
will run until 9 pm.  The symposium will
feature speakers and presentations,
performances of local talent, food,
books, and resources for further study
and celebration. Educational sessions
will be provided for pre-schoolers and
elementary students, junior and senior
high students, parents, teachers, and
community members.

Puyallup Diversity
Symposium set

Emerald Ridge High School junior Danielle Castino reads to first
graders at Wildwood Elementary, where she used to attend.

(photo courtesy of Pam Nelson)

About 30 students from the Emerald Ridge
High School football team and
cheerleading squad visited a pep assembly
last month at Wildwood Elementary
School, then toured classrooms to read with
students and answer questions.

The younger students then went to Emerald
Ridge High School with their parents and
school staff to form their own cheering
section at the school’s homecoming football
game. Before the game the Wildwood PTA
served food and organized activities such as
face painting in the school parking lot.

Pam Nelson, Coordinator of the Help
One Student to Succeed (HOSTS)
program at Wildwood, says the visits
gave students a positive vision of their
future years in high school.


