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Tony Apostle walks the Rogers High School campus with (from left)
Principal Scott Brittain and School Board President Greg Heath.
Apostle toured Rogers, Ballou Junior High, and Zeiger Elementary
schools as part of  his day-long interview process.

Tony Apostle, a 14-year veteran
administrator in the Puyallup School
District, has been selected to lead the
growing District as its new schools
superintendent.

The School Board unanimously agreed
last month to appoint Apostle to the top
leadership post, effective July 1. He
replaces Susan Gourley, who leaves the
District at the end of this month to become
superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools
in Lincoln, Nebraska.

“We’re excited about the future of our
School District,” says Board President
Greg Heath. “Dr. Apostle has strong
support from District staff and the

community.  We believe that under his
leadership, the District will continue to
provide excellent educational opportunities
for the children in Puyallup.”

Apostle, the District’s Executive Director
of Administrative Services, says he is
“truly honored” to have been chosen by
the Board to lead the tenth largest school
district in Washington. He was chosen
after a nationwide search and extensive
interview process led by a consultant.

“This community continues to provide the
needed support to build strong student
programs, construct and remodel schools,
and attract and retain talented staff to work
with our children,” says Apostle.

Apostle has worked
two years in his
current position. He
also worked five
years as Director of
Administrative
Services, six years
as Director of
Elementary
Education, and five
years as Assistant to
the Superintendent.

Before coming to
Puyallup in 1990, he
served as principal
at Central Kitsap
High School, vice
principal at Centralia
High School,
principal at Kittitas
Junior/Senior High
School, and teacher

in the Clover Park School District. “I
believe I’ve worked hard and developed the
skills and experiences to help this District,”
he told a roomful of community members
who gathered last month to ask him
questions during his interview process.

As a father of two grade-school age
children, he says he has “a vested
interest” in the success of all of the
District’s 20,450 students, especially in
meeting rigorous State academic
standards. He also wants to continue to
build on strong partnerships that have
been developed  with the business and
faith communities, wants to keep the

community abreast of progress on new
school construction and remodels, and
is committed to “infusing diversity
across the curriculum and making
everyone feel welcome.”

Apostle received his bachelor’s degree in
English from the University of Washington
in 1974, his master’s degree in educational
administration from Washington State
University in 1979, and his doctorate in
elementary and secondary education from
Washington State University in 1989.
He and his wife, Lori, a third-grade
teacher at Meeker Elementary School, live
with their two daughters in Puyallup.

Seventh grader Garrett Griffin welcomes Tony
Apostle to Ballou Junior High School. Principal
Gerald Denman stands behind them.
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Supported by families and our diverse
community, the Puyallup School District
challenges students to achieve their
academic, creative, and physical potential.
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Connections is published periodically by
the Puyallup School District as part of  a
communications link between the District
and the community.  Its intent and purpose
is to provide the Board and District staff a
venue to inform community members about
programs, goals, and activities of  public
education in the Puyallup School District.
Please direct questions or comments to
Karen Hansen, Administrative Assistant to
the Superintendent, PO Box 370, Puyallup
WA 98371 or telephone (253) 841-8703 or
email khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Re-
sponses, as appropriate, will be provided
directly to those who contact this office.
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Puyallup School District No. 3 complies with
all federal rules and regulations and does
not discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, marital status, age, national origin,
religion, or disability. This holds true for all
students who are interested in participating
in educat ional  programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the District's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Of f icer and Section 504
Coordinator (William L. Welk, Executive
Director of  Human Resources) at 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

Kalles Junior High student Destiny Sanders (right) reads with
Stewart Elementary School second grader Zachery Tant. Stewart
Elementary students have received extra help in reading this past
year from Kalles Junior High and Puyallup High School tutors. The
secondary students have been trained to help students by doing
letter sounds flashcards, playing word games, listening to students
read aloud, and timing how many words they read in a minute.

Student tutors help children read

Again we are at the point of departure,
sending a large segment of our
community’ s youth on to another stage in
their life. We call it graduation. It is, in a
sense, the rite of passage practiced by
numerous cultures since the beginning of
time. As parents, we are often choked with
emotion, including anxiety, concern, and
sometimes a sigh of relief.

We do know that the ties that bind us will
become stretched. Where will the lack of
restraints we’ve exercised lead the ones
we love so much? Who will watch over
the ones in which we have invested so
much of our time and emotions? “Time
will tell,” is true in this situation.

I offer this observation to you parents of

graduates from someone who has
witnessed decades of graduation
ceremonies: No, they will not always
perform the way that we would want
them to. This is true of all youth from
biblical times onward. However, they
will arrive at a time when they look to
you, their parents, for wisdom and

direction. They will value what you have
valued. They will honor those ideas you
have instilled in them. And they will
generate change.

No generation should be frozen in time.
What we hope to see from our class of
2004 is their sense of purpose and
commitment for creating a better world.
And if the past is any indication of the
future, the class of 2004 will make a
tremendous impact on our world.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I
congratulate our graduates, and I express
my deepest appreciation to their parents
and their teachers for their support of
these students. They will go on to make a
difference in our world.

Graduation marks a time for reflection

Community members joined Karshner
Museum staff earlier this month in
celebrating the arrival of an 11-foot-long
cedar log that has been carved into a
canoe and will be used as a teaching tool
for classes that visit the Museum.

The canoe, carved and painted by Chief
Leschi School Art Teacher Al Zantua,

was dedicated June 5 during a Family
Day celebration hosted by the Friends of
the Karshner Museum. Zantua has been
working on the project since last fall and
used both traditional and modern
carving tools.

Housed in the Northwest Room, the
canoe will provide an opportunity for
students who visit the Museum to learn
about history outside of the traditional
classroom setting, says Director Steve
Crowell. The canoe is designed so that
students can sit inside and experience
what life was like for Northwest Native
Americans.
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Susan Gourley bids farewell; thanks Puyallup community
Graduation … end-of-the-year
celebrations … it is June in the Puyallup
School District, and we are celebrating
our accomplishments.

At the May 24 Board meeting, we
recognized our 60 outstanding seniors
— 20 from each of our high schools.
What wonderful young adults we met
— all eager to begin the next step of
their lives.  For the past several weeks,
we have recognized seniors throughout
our schools for their work on their
culminating projects.  What outstanding
presentations I have heard!  Soon, we
will be saying farewell to our seniors —
over 1,325 of them — at graduation
ceremonies at all four high schools.
Each ceremony fills me with emotion

and pride as I watch each of our
students say good-bye to their teachers
and principals — many of whom have
known them for their 13-year
educational career — and take that first
step into their future.

I too am saying good-bye this month — I
am leaving at the end of four years as
your School District superintendent — to
become the superintendent of Lincoln
Public Schools in Lincoln, Nebraska.  As
I leave to take the next step in my
professional career, I look back with
pride on the many accomplishments, due
to the combined effort of staff, students,
parents, and the community, of the past
four years.  Thanks to all of you for
making those accomplishments possible.

I am also very proud to have worked in
partnership with so many of you who
are committed to providing the best for
our students.  The support provided by
our Communities in Schools partners is
outstanding.  Because of this program,
we are able to provide Werlin Reading
tutors to elementary school children, an
asset development survey, and tobacco
intervention programs.  Through my
monthly meetings with leaders of our
faith community, we have been able to
identify many other resources for our
children.  I am very pleased that
members of the faith community
worked with us to provide a
partnership workshop last Fall —and
are planning to sponsor a second one
next October.

Yes, it has been a busy four years —
and I have been proud to serve as
your superintendent.  You are a
tremendous community … and you
are committed to making a difference
for your children.

When I moved to Puyallup, I learned
that the name “Puyallup” means
“generous people.”  As I lived and
worked among you, I realized how
very true that name was.  You are very
supportive of your community and
most importantly, your children. It has
been an honor to have been at the
helm of your public schools during
the past few years.  Together, we have
accomplished much … and I thank
you for that!
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A day in the life of an administrative intern

Administrative Intern Steve Leifsen visits with students (from left)
Alexis Wherry and Alex Nugent during recess at Pope Elementary.

It’s not unusual to see Administrative
Intern Steve Leifsen in a dress shirt and tie
dribbling a basketball up and down the
gym floor and practicing lay-ups before
the start of school.

Watching from the sidelines and then
trying the skills themselves are a group of
sixth-grade girls who are among about 30
who arrive at Pope Elementary School an
hour early twice a week to learn how to
shoot, pass, dribble, and play as a team.

The shirt and tie are symbols of Leifsen’s
new role this year as an administrative intern
at Pope Elementary. His decision to keep
coaching basketball and fulfilling some of
his other sixth-grade teaching duties on the
one day a week he interns is representative
of the reason he says he started teaching in
the first place: “I enjoy the kids. The best
part is seeing the kids in action, whether it’s
in the classroom or on the court.”

In return, Leifsen routinely gets high fives
and waves from students who pass by him
in the halls or rush up on the playground to
tell him about their new braces or how they
did on their latest math test.

Leifsen is one of 13 people assigned as an
administrative intern this year at Puyallup
School District’s elementary and secondary
schools, special services, and career and

fifth-grade classroom to practice a teacher
observation. He videotaped Kraft’s social
studies lesson on the Siege of Vicksburg,
took notes, and then praised him
immediately following for his strengths. “I
like seeing the excitement of a new teacher
and the innovation they bring to the
building,” says Leifsen, who is in his seventh
year of teaching at Pope Elementary.

Leifsen came to Pope — the largest
elementary school in Puyallup with 860
students — immediately after finishing
college at Pacific Lutheran University
(PLU). He taught special education
students for the first five years before
being hired two years ago as a sixth-grade
teacher. “I like the energy they have,” he
says of the age. “You can joke around with
them a lot and they appreciate that. They
want to be respected as adults, but they are
still obviously kids.”

He started his 18-month principal’s
accreditation program at PLU in
September 2002, and the internship is his
final requirement before graduation this
August. In addition to interning at Pope
this year, Leifsen has been a substitute
administrator at a junior high and several

elementary schools.

At 6-foot 6-inches tall, Leifsen — a
former high school basketball forward —
is referred to by some students as “Mr.
Tall Person,” or “Coach.”  Sixth grader
Rachel Mohr says she likes playing
basketball with Leifsen because, “he
makes it fun, even if you mess up.” Mohr
was all smiles and had loud cheers from
her classmates after she beat Leifsen one
morning at a game of “bump,” where
students shoot baskets and are out of the
game once they miss.

On the playground before school or during
recess, Leifsen is quick to joke with students,
but just as quick to enforce the rules.
Handling discipline issues is not a bad thing,
says Leifsen, because it gives him an
opportunity to help students learn about self-
control and other life-long learning skills.

Principal Vince Pecchia says Leifsen “has
very good people skills, not only with
parents and staff, but with kids.”

As for Leifsen, he says the more he interns,
“the more I feel I’ve made the right
decision to pursue this as a career path.”

technology education. Their duties include
shadowing veteran administrators;
attending school and District meetings on
student achievement; observing and
mentoring first-year teachers; handling
student discipline issues; being an extra set
of eyes on the playground during recess or
at lunch; monitoring the buses during drop
off and pick up; observing school
programs; helping plan school assemblies;
meeting with parents; and attending
monthly intern meetings.

Not long after basketball practice was over
and school was under way on a recent day at
Pope, Leifsen gathered video equipment and
headed to first year teacher Mike Kraft’s

“The best part is seeing the kids in
action, whether it’s in the classroom or
on the court.”

Steve Leifsen

District seeks old photos,
memorabilia for 150th
Anniversary events
The School District is seeking donations
of photos and memorabilia of Puyallup
students and schools from 1854-2004 as
part of its 150th year Anniversary
celebration that begins in fall, 2004.
Scrapbooks, yearbooks, report cards,
other written materials, photos, and
momentos can be dropped off weekdays
over the summer at the School District
Education Service Center, 302 Second
Street SE in downtown Puyallup. Larger
donations must first be approved by
calling Steve Crowell, Director of the
Karshner Museum, at (253) 841-8748.

Mike Schick, athletic coordinator at
Edgemont Junior High School, has been
awarded the Athletic Director Service
Award by the Washington Secondary
School Athletic Administrators
Association. Schick received the honor

in April during the
association’s annual
conference in
Spokane. He also
received a certificate
of recognition at the
Puyallup School
District Board of
Education meeting.

“Mike has been very,
very active in keeping our junior high
program running at a high level and
establishing a tradition of excellence,” says
Terry Cavender, District Athletic Director.

Schick has worked in the Puyallup
School District for 27 years, 21 of which
have been at Edgemont Junior High. He
has represented the District in a variety
of ways, including serving on the
Washington State Coaches Association
Executive Board and the Washington
Secondary School Athletic
Administrators Association Executive
Board. He is currently Acting President
of the Puyallup Extra Curricular
Athletics and Activities Association.

Mike Schick wins Athletic
Director Service Award

Mike Schick
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A frieze of daffodils and a pyramid of feathers will take
their place in the Valley Arts United’s outdoor gallery,
Arts Downtown.  Rogers High artists Merritt Riley and
Samie Stamaris were selected to have their art pieces
shown in the 2004 Arts Downtown program.

Designs for the pieces were submitted in December, and
the District Appropriateness Committee and the Arts
Downtown Installation, Citing, and Durability sub-
committee reviewed the designs for artistic merit and
durability.

Samie Stamaris, a senior at Rogers, created “Feathers
Everywhere,” a 6-foot- tall pyramid-shaped structure
decorated with ceramic tiles. The structure features
feather and hand designs, as well as seasonal motifs.

“This project is inspired by my attempt to capture and
connect my dreams and subconscious thoughts with my
own reality,” says Stamaris.  Stamaris has been
recognized previously for her art at the Dan Vesey Awards
Exhibit, Puyallup Spring Fair Ceramics Competition, the
Puyallup Fair Junior/Senior Art Show, and the Rogers
Student Art Shows.  She volunteers for Valley Arts United
and is a diversion program volunteer.

Cindy Tate, art teacher at Rogers High, has been
Stamaris’ ceramics instructor for the past three years.
“She is one of the most prolific young artists that I have

had during my teaching career,” says Tate.  “She is
inquisitive and her ability to follow through with ideas
and new concepts makes her a leader in the art studio.”

“Spring Portrait,” the work of Rogers senior Merritt
Riley, is a relief-style frieze depicting spring daffodils
mounted on a steel frame.

“While creating this piece, I thought about what daffodils
mean to me,” says Riley.  “This piece represents who I am
and what I do.” Riley serves as the Rogers Art Club
President and has led volunteer efforts for the Haunted
Hayride, Daffodil Parade, Santa Parade and the Art
Club’s Winter Assembly.

Riley has taken art classes from Rogers art teacher,
Debbie Munson, for the past three years.  “Merritt takes
pride in every assignment that she does and has shown a
great deal of personal growth in the last three years,” says
Munson.  “Her involvement with Arts Downtown and the
art program at Rogers sparked her interest in producing
work for this year’s gallery.”

Work represented in the Arts Downtown gallery is
available for purchase.  The pieces by Riley and Stamaris
are on display outside of the School District offices.
Riley’s art is in front of the Education Service Center at
302 Second Street SE., and Stamaris’s work is across the
street near the corner of Pioneer Avenue and Second
Street SE.

Rogers High School students’ art joins
2004 Arts Downtown outdoor gallery

Rogers High School student Merritt Riley with
her “Spring Portrait” relief  frieze.

Rogers High School student Samie Stamaris
with her “Feathers Everywhere” structure.

Sandra
McCord

The importance of accurately reporting a student’s
actual residence on school enrollment forms is
underscored in a newly revised policy that gives
principals permission to revoke a student’s enrollment if
there is a misrepresentation of information.

The revised enrollment policy, which is particularly
applicable this time of year as families enroll students
for the next school year, is one of a long list of policies
that have been updated over the past several months
following extensive review by District staff, legal
counsel, and an outside research and development firm.
Final approval rests with the District Board of
Education.

Policies set the groundwork for the operation of the
schools and the District. They also are an example of
the School Board’s accountability to the community.

In the case of the enrollment policy, providing accurate
student enrollment information is
essential because the District relies
on enrollment projections when
considering available classroom
space in schools and budgetary needs
such as staffing and transportation,
says Sandra McCord, Assistant
Superintendent for K-12 Education.

This information is especially critical
at the District’s overcrowded schools,
she says, which are closed to students
who reside outside of the District. In some cases, those
schools do not even have room to serve all of the
students who live within the school attendance
boundaries.

Another policy revised this spring addresses the need
for every school to develop a Comprehensive School
Improvement Plan (CSIP) developed by the principal
and staff and overseen by a planning team which meets
regularly to review progress. School improvement
planning is the process schools use to ensure that all
students are achieving at high levels. Student learning is
at the core of the School District’s mission, and in
developing and implementing these plans, the policy
states, “schools must work closely with parents,
community members, and, where appropriate, students.”

The thorough process of reviewing all District policies
includes staff, legal counsel, and the Northwest
Regional Educational Laboratory — a research and
development firm in Portland, Oregon. The public can
view the policies at the District Education Service
Center, 302 Second Street SE, Puyallup.

School Board updates policies
that guide District operations



6  June  2004 http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us Celebrating Student Achievement

Puyallup School Board recog
Emerald Ridge High School

Leslie Brooks Erica Carlson Anthony Ciocca Kathryn Cumby Cole Davis

Jenelle Delegard Brant Duncan Gregory Ferry Zachariah Franklin Raymond Gee

Katie Hargett Jordan Melin Angela Meyerhoff Young Min Darren Moss

T wenty
outstanding
seniors from

each high school are
recognized each
year by the Puyallup
School Board.
Students selected
are recognized for
their leadership
qualities and are
nominated for this
honor by teachers
within the various
departments at each
school.

Eliud Rodriguez Jr. Emily Ryan Bridget Schramm Carl Watts Hannah Wells
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nizes outstanding graduates
Puyallup High School

GRADUATION
DATES
June 11, 2004

Walker High School graduation
at the Sumner Performing Arts Center

7 pm

June 12, 2004
Puyallup High School graduation

at the Western Washington Fairgrounds
10 am

June 12, 2004
Rogers High School graduation

at the Western Washington Fairgrounds
2 pm

June 12, 2004
Emerald Ridge High School graduation
at the Western Washington Fairgrounds

6:30 pm

Michael Bean Pawandeep Chatha Max Denny Jessica Egeland Greta Erickson

Katie Fellows Tommy Haynes Danielle Henry Claire Herold Kelly Hobson

Graham Kirn Jessica Luppino DonRay McKnight Scott Palmer Jolynn Rawson

Shelby Robertson Justin Terry Dean Tomlinson Amy Williamson Amber Wyberanec
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Rogers High School

T wenty
outstanding
seniors from

each high school
are recognized
each year by the
Puyallup School
Board.

Andy Buffelen Jenna Elliott Craig Gocha Sarah Goho D.J. Heltsley

Dan Hope Paepaega Lei Lindsey Marburger Tristan Morris Maggie Nordberg

Kristine Palkowetz Lauren Parris Megan Rains Bailey Rasmussen Ryann Schwarm

Reece Spears Steven Storwick Nick Then David Wu Latasha Young

Outstanding graduates
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Work begins this summer on school bond projects

Will
Samuelson

This is the first in a series of articles
scheduled to appear in each issue of
Connections providing information on the
progress of the school bond.

Work begins this summer on several
school renovation and technology projects
included in the $198.5 million school
bond approved by voters in February.

With the first $85 million of bonds sold in
March at a near historic low interest rate,
the District is moving forward with
preparations for the opening of two new
elementary schools and a junior high
within the next four years. In April, the
School Board approved a list of
architectural firms in rank order to
complete projects included in the bond
and agreed to proceed with an elementary
and junior high school boundary study.

One bond project that will be completed
on South Hill this summer is a new roof at
Ferrucci Junior High, which has been
almost impossible to maintain, says Will

School bond update

Samuelson, Construction Supervisor in the
District’s facilities department. The new
roof will be single ply, or one layer, which

is easier to maintain and
stays water tight longer
than the existing roof
made up of many
layers, says Samuelson.
New insulation will also
be replaced in areas
that have suffered water
damage.

On North Hill,
community members

will see a flurry of activity in and around
Northwood Elementary School, which will
get a long-anticipated renovation of its
electrical system. Additional electrical
outlets and computer ports, for example,
will be added to classrooms and selected
areas of the buildings. A new transformer
will be added on site, and new electrical
wire will be run from the street to the
school building.
Northwood students also will see new,

modern clocks on the wall when they
return in September, replacing others that
are so old repair parts are difficult to find
or no longer available, says Samuelson.
Additionally, an intercom and bell system
will be installed with improved speakers
that will allow the bell to be heard
throughout the school and on the
playground. Finally, the school will get a
new fire alarm system and an upgrade to
the security system.

Plans to upgrade the heating and
ventilating system at the Rogers High
School pool will move into the design
stage this summer. Construction work is
expected to begin on that project over
spring break, 2005.

In the area of technology, classroom
phones are scheduled to be installed this
summer in every classroom at the 11
schools that do not already have this
technology. Work also will get under way
to upgrade computer servers and install
high speed communication lines at schools

throughout the District to increase the
capacity to use technology.

A 12-member Bond Oversight Committee
will oversee the construction and
renovation projects. The committee is an
advisory to the School Board and will
consider things such as site selection,
building design, project sequence,
timeline, and budgets. It will also keep
abreast of plans developed by the
District’s Technology Steering
Committee, which will oversee the
funded technology projects.

The Bond Oversight Committee has
already met several times this spring and
quickly went to work discussing issues
such as site selection for elementary
school #22 and the timeline for opening
the two elementary schools. The existing
plan calls for opening the first new
elementary school, Elementary #22, in
September, 2007. Elementary #23 and the
District’s seventh junior high school are
currently scheduled to open in fall, 2008.

Community member Alan Cunningham
has been selected to co-chair the Bond
Oversight Committee with Debra Aungst,
Assistant Superintendent for Management
Services. Other members include Jeanne
Rynne, Capital Projects Program
Manager; Rudy Fyles, Director of
Facilities; and eight other community
members appointed by the School Board.

The nine citizens chose numbers out of a
hat to determine who would serve one,
two, or three year terms. They are: Pete
Addison, Ben Heeb, and Kevin Kever,
one-year terms; Eddie Rodriguez, Alan
Cunningham, and Pat Donovan, two-year
terms; and Joanne Gaspard, Ellen Sas, and
Dave Maxwell, three-year terms.

In other related news, Casey Cox, current
principal of Emerald Ridge High School,
has accepted the position of Capital
Projects Educational Planner. Glenn
Malone, current principal of Firgrove
Elementary, has accepted the position of
Capital Projects Technology Planner.

Hunt second graders learn to make bread
An integral part of the curriculum for
second graders in the Puyallup School
District is social studies. Each year
during the community helper unit of study
at Hunt Elementary, parents and
community members are invited to share
their jobs with second graders.

Julia Hauntz, a Puyallup High School
alumna, returned to Hunt for a second
consecutive year this spring to share
culinary skills she has gained through
The Art Institute of Seattle.

Students excitedly gathered around
Hauntz as she explained the bread
making process. Each student then made
an individual loaf of bread and ate it
shortly after it was taken out of the oven.

As part of this curriculum, second graders
participate in learning activities
integrating each of the subject areas.
They did measuring, predicting, reading,

Puyallup High School alumna Julia
Hauntz teaches second graders at Hunt
Elementary School how to make bread as
part of  a social studies lesson.

learning about the day in the life
of a chef, and writing about the
bread making process using an
organized method of writing
called, “Step Up to Writing.”

Assistant Principal Vincent
Pecchia rolled up his sleeves and
assisted students while asking
questions to broaden their
thinking.

Applying the skills students learn
through making bread provides
an opportunity for them to
demonstrate their learning in a
fun, meaningful way, says Libby
Brouwer, second-grade teacher
at Hunt Elementary.

Article and photo submitted by
Libby Brouwer, Teacher
Hunt Elementary School
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Spotlight on student achievement

Aylen Junior High teacher Amanda Peterson assists students who
work on homework after school in the Aylen Academy.

This is the first in a series of articles
scheduled to appear in each issue of
Connections spotlighting school programs
throughout the District that promote
student achievement.

Doyle Cook knows the value of finishing his
homework.  After failing reading in his first
semester of junior high school, the seventh
grader signed up to get extra help with his
schoolwork and homework habits in a new,
after school “Aylen Academy” program.

Cook is one of 55 seventh graders at Aylen
Junior High who stayed after school for two
hours, three days a week since February to
receive extra help with class assignments.
In just a few weeks, he went from an F to
nearly a C in reading simply by completing
and turning in his homework. “I can see
now how much homework helps me with
my grades,” he says.

Similar academic gains have been seen
among students participating in a 10-week
after school “Learning Circles” program
this spring at Maplewood Elementary
School. Open to Native American and

Students show gains in learning circles and Aylen Academy
Alaska Native students, the new program
reinforced math skills through small group
instruction and the use of manipulatives
such as counting cubes and colored wood
blocks.

Programs such as the Aylen Academy and
Learning Circles are two examples of how
the Puyallup School District is working to
boost student achievement and help
students meet rigorous State and federal
academic performance standards.

The federal government has mandated that
schools across the nation leave no child
behind, close the achievement gap among
all learners, and show progress each year
in the number of students meeting
standards. Puyallup schools have
responded by offering creative learning
opportunities, both during and after
school, especially in the core academic
subjects of reading, writing, and math.

Aylen Academy was so popular that nearly
every seat in the library was taken and a
waiting list created of students who
wanted to participate but could not because they hadn’t qualified by failing

one or more classes last semester.

The program was open to 25 students who
failed one class and 30 students who failed
more than one class in their first semester.
“We made personal phone calls to each
parent to invite their child and ask them
why they think their child is failing,” says
Assistant Principal Terrie Garrison.

“We saw there was a huge need, and we
wanted to turn their academic achievement
around,” says Garrison. “This has been
very successful, and teachers say students
are turning in assignments like never
before.” At a recent meeting of District
principals, assistant principals, and
building learning specialists, Garrison
reported more than one-third of the
students enrolled showed academic growth
of a half a grade level or more.

During the two hour after school sessions,
students received help with class
assignments from two certified teachers, a
teaching assistant, and parent, student, and

community volunteers. Other teachers and
school staff, including Principal Mike
Prato, also routinely dropped in to help
tutor or catch up on students’ progress.
Cookies, crackers, or other snacks were
served, and students who finished their
work early were allowed to move from
tables to comfy library couches to read.
“We’ve tried to keep this from being a
punitive thing,” says Garrison.

Since the State and federal government are
watching how the District meets academic
needs of specific groups of students, Aylen
carefully tracked the ethnicity and other
distinguishing student characteristics to
determine the number of minority groups
and special education students who
benefited from the program.

Being sensitive to the needs of different
cultures is critical to the success of
interventions for some students. The name
Learning Circles, for example, was chosen
for an after school math and reading

continued on page 11

Maplewood Elementary School teacher Melissa Ryan helps
Northwood Elementary student Alysha Todd, of  the Mohawk Tribe,
learn math skills during the District’s new Learning Circles program.
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program because of the importance of
the circle in the Native American culture.

“Seeing a circle is symbolic for
completeness,” says Christine
Bloomfield, the District’s Indian
Education Coordinator. Bloomfield’s
program serves nearly 200 students
throughout the District.

“Nature is a circle, families are circles,
and communities are circles,” says
Bloomfield. “Native Americans do
things in small groups all the time, so
having small group study like Learning
Circles is culturally familiar. This is one
way of closing the achievement gap
among Native American students.”

The small group instruction in the circles
is also consistent with research that lists
one of the nine characteristics of high
performing schools is offering
instruction that is personalized, as well
as providing smaller learning
environments that increase student
contact with teachers.

During a recent Learning Circle at
Maplewood Elementary, teacher Melissa
Ryan used plastic counting cubes to
show students how to round up or down
to the nearest tenth. Ryan worked with
seven students twice a week from 5 to 6
pm. She used the cubes, for example, to
demonstrate whether students needed to
bring 80 or 90 cents to the store to buy a
pack of bubble gum.

“The important thing about education
reform is we are looking at how we as
educators can help every student to be
successful and prepared,” says Assistant
Superintendent for K-12 Education,
Sandra McCord. “We know some
students need more time to learn things.”

McCord heads up a newly created
Intervention Design Team, a committee
of educators, which was formed in
January to examine academic needs
throughout the District and ways to
provide — in partnership with the
community — support for students.

Student achievement
continued from page 10

Lisa Kusche is Puyallup’s Teacher of Year
As a social studies teacher for nearly 20
years, Lisa Kusche knows her subject
matter and provides strong leadership to
her colleagues in the field. But what truly
sets this educator apart, say staff and
students, is that she also takes time to
know each of her students — their
interests, their concerns, and their dreams
— and dedicates countless hours to make
learning relevant to their lives.

Doing what’s best for students is a top
priority for Kusche, who has been selected
as this year’s Teacher of the Year in the
Puyallup School District. The veteran
teacher, who was recently hired as a
Smaller Learning Communities Grant
Coordinator at Emerald Ridge High
School, was honored last month with a
reception and standing ovation at the
District Board of Education meeting.

“Kids first — that’s the cool thing about
working with her,” says Emerald Ridge
High Principal Casey Cox. “She truly is a
visionary instructor, and her kindness and
compassion, combined with that visionary
approach, makes her truly one of the finest
teachers I’ve ever had an opportunity to
work with.”

Kusche has spent her teaching career in
the Puyallup School District. She began in
1984 at Kalles Junior High teaching US
history, QUEST, and Washington State
history. She later taught Pacific Rim
studies and physical education, in addition
to coaching basketball and track.

During those first 10 years as a teacher
she and retired teacher Sandra Bueler,
who she considers her mentor, co-
authored a teacher’s curriculum guide
called, “A Unit About Women: Write
Women Back into History,” which was
distributed throughout Washington and
neighboring states by the Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction. She
taught staff development workshops
based on the unit and continues to share
it with other educators.

In 1994 she moved to Puyallup High School,
where she taught advanced placement US
history. There were a dozen students signed
up for the class in her first year, and
enrollment skyrocketed to 75 students after

the second year. Kusche also taught regular
US history and health and served as chair of
the school’s health department.

“I remember watching Lisa when she was
the health department coordinator …
teachers from our building (and across our
District) came to Lisa time and again for
copies of units, worksheets, ideas, etc. Her
reputation for organization, clarity, and
creativity is unmatched,” says Emerald
Ridge High math teacher Tracie Shepard.

When Emerald Ridge opened in 2000,
Kusche moved there to teach advanced
placement American studies and also
served as social studies department chair
before being hired this winter in a newly
created job as Smaller Learning
Communities Grant Coordinator. She also
helped establish the school’s first honor
society, coordinates World Week, and
works with student teachers like Corey
Evans, who is now the school’s social
studies department chair.

“She is an amazing teacher,” says Evans.
“She works really well building relationships
with the kids. Her expectations are high, and
the kids produce.”

In her new role as coordinator, Kusche
oversees an advisory program that pairs

one teacher with a group of about 22
students in the same grade. The transition
from teacher to coordinator has been
challenging, she says, but one that has
been made easier by the fact that she
requested overseeing one of the advisories
for a half hour, four days a week. This
way, she says, she is able to be in the
classroom with students on a regular basis
and model the program.

 The former junior high and high school
coach also helps supervise basketball
games and keeps score at school track
meets. “It’s important to me to be involved
and see kids in different areas of their
life,” she says.

Family is also a priority for Kusche, and
her children are often seen with her at
school functions. She and her husband,
Michael, have three sons: Ryan, who
attends Ferrucci Junior High, and Keith
and Matthew, who attend Shaw Road
Elementary.

Emerald Ridge sophomore Michelle
Auton, one of about six students who often
join Kusche in her classroom for lunch
and who attended the School Board
celebration, says Kusche is “like our
school mother. She’s our advisor, but she
is also our friend.”

Lisa Kusche receives Teacher of  the Year plaque from School Board
President Greg Heath.
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Even in the face of State cuts to
education funding, the Puyallup School
District is proposing a budget for 2004-
05 that maintains student programs and
begins planning for costs associated with
opening two elementary schools and a
junior high over the next four years.

“Puyallup schools face a challenging
budget year in 2004-05, but thanks to
strong community support and careful
fiscal management, we will not
experience the deep cuts many of our
sister districts are being forced to make.
This is basically a hold the line budget,”
says Debra Aungst, Assistant
Superintendent for Management
Services.

The first of two public hearings on the
budget is scheduled at 5 pm June 14 at
the District Board of Education meeting
held at Ballou Junior High School, 9916
136th St. E., Puyallup. The public will
have a final opportunity to comment at a

hearing on August 9, which is the date the
Board is scheduled to adopt the budget
plan. The August meeting begins at 7 pm
at Ballou Junior High.

The proposed budget
unveiled last month
reflects input from
community and staff
over the past several
months. Hearing from
stakeholders about what
they want to see
safeguarded or cut from
the budget is a critical
part of the District’s budget development,
says Aungst.

Aungst traveled throughout the District
last month to meet with staff and the
community to share the draft budget,
provide some history about the District’s
financial status, and listen to thoughts and
concerns. With more State reductions
likely in 2005-06, Aungst also asked

help students struggling in reading and
math.

With the passage of the $198.5 million
school bond in February, spending
patterns beginning in 2004-05 reflect
preparations for the opening of three new
schools. A Bond Oversight Committee is
currently reviewing a timeline that
suggests opening elementary school #22
in 2007 and elementary #23 and junior
high #7 in 2008. “We need to work now
to plan for the day those doors open,”
says Aungst. It costs about $800,000 to
staff and open an elementary school, and
$1.1 million to open a junior high.

Other budgeted expenses proposed for
next year include doing a boundary study
for elementary and junior high schools,
purchasing textbooks and instructional
materials for math and science curricula
in secondary schools, adding half-time,

meeting participants to put in writing
suggested reductions that the District
should begin planning next year.

In building the 2004-05 budget, Aungst
says there have been several key areas of
focus: student achievement, preparing to
open new schools, and addressing interim
housing and transportation needs until the
new schools open. The District — the
tenth largest in the State — expects to
enroll 248 more students next year, and
projections show that growth is expected
to continue throughout this decade. Many
of the new students are expected to enroll
in schools on the south end of the District,
where buildings are already overcrowded.

The District will get $766,000 more next
year in I-728 school achievement funds,
and a committee made up of staff and
community members recommends the bulk
of that additional money be used for junior
high and high school intervention
programs, especially those designed to

The Daffodil PTA Council celebrated the
38th Annual Golden Acorn and Zeiger
Awards Banquet on April 16 at Emerald
Ridge High School.

About 200 PTA members and supporters
gathered to recognize the Daffodil PTA
Council’s three Districtwide Golden Acorn
winners.  Edgewood PTA President Jana
White, Hilltop Elementary School PTA
President Jill Starks, and Brouillet
Elementary School PTA member Patrick
Donovan were recognized for their efforts
in the school community.  Forty-seven
individuals were also recognized as Golden
Acorn winners from individual schools.

White is known as an all-around active
volunteer in the Edgemont school
community, Starks participated on the
community committee in support of the
2004 school bond, and Donovan also
participated in the school bond campaign
efforts.

The Zeiger Award was established in 1994
to honor Edward Zeiger for 42 years of

service to students in the District.  It is
given annually to two employees of the
District who emulate Zeiger’s ethic of
service to the educational community.
“The people who are selected for this
award are involved in the community
beyond just the school community,” says
Zeiger.  “While it is an award to recognize
individuals, in a way it’s really a team
award because anyone who is recognized
with this award is usually part of a
successful team and surrounded by people
who help them succeed.”

Zeiger was on hand to congratulate this year’s
honorees.  Kim Vesey, a kindergarten teacher
at Maplewood Elementary, and Brian Fox,
Zeiger Elementary Principal, were named the
2004 Zeiger Award winners by the awards
committee.  Vesey leads several
extracurricular youth athletic programs in
addition to her involvement with the
Maplewood community, while Fox holds
leadership positions in regional and statewide
elementary principal leadership associations.
Both are involved in a variety of school
programs at their respective schools.

Annual Golden Acorn and Zeiger winners announced

Edward Zeiger (right) congratulates this year’s Zeiger Award winners
Brian Fox, Principal at Zeiger Elementary, and Kim Vesey,
kindergarten teacher at Maplewood Elementary.

Draft budget maintains programs and plans for new schools

continued on page 13

Debra Aungst
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assistant principals at Fruitland,
Woodland, and Zeiger elementary
schools, and hiring administrative
support at the District’s six junior highs
to assist until junior high #7 opens.

Close attention is also given in the
proposed budget to protecting staffing
levels and fulfilling contractual
requirements. Puyallup spends about 85
cents of every dollar on its staff. A survey
of the 20 largest school districts in the
State shows that Puyallup ranks second in
the amount of money spent on people.

Keeping the District’s operating
reserves, which are similar to an
individual’s savings account, at a level
necessary to maintain a strong bond
rating is also an important factor in the
budget process. In the past three years,
the District has balanced its budget and
succeeded last year in its goal of
maintaining 5 percent of the budget in
reserves. “Good bond ratings save our
taxpayers millions of dollars in interest
costs,” says Aungst.

One area of State revenue that has been
eliminated next year is money that
supported lower class sizes in
kindergarten through grade four. Even so,
the District is working hard to keep class
sizes as small as possible, says Aungst.

continued from page 12

Draft budget

They parallel parked with precision,
steered clear of tennis balls lined on the
roadway, and swiftly evacuated special
needs students in a mock safety drill.

Nearly 75 bus drivers from Puyallup and
16 other surrounding school districts spent
a full day at Emerald Ridge High School
last month demonstrating safety skills
during the annual “Bus Road-eo.”

This is the first time in more than 30 years
of the competition that the Puyallup
School District has hosted the event,
which showcases teams of bus drivers,
many of whom spent months outside of
work sharpening their skills. Winners of
the regional competition advance to a
State competition next month in Pasco,
and finalists there go on to compete at
Nationals.

“The amount of practice and skill that
goes into an event like this is tremendous,”
says Henry Hammond, Supervisor of
District Transportation. Hammond joined
with 200 co-workers, family, and friends
who gathered on the sidelines to watch
and cheer as the buses rumbled through
the school parking lot completing the
assigned tasks.

This year was Puyallup Bus Driver

Michale Claudio’s third consecutive year
in the road-eo. “There is a sense of
competitiveness, and it’s a lot of fun,” says
Claudio, whose daily bus runs transport
students from Stahl Junior High, Emerald
Ridge High School, and Firgrove and
Pope elementaries. “It helps us to sharpen
our skills and can make you a better

driver. Safety is number one for
the children.”

Claudio joined Shana Schmolke,
Michele Schreiber, Jen
Beckman, Donnie McKay,
Tammy Harrison, Wayne Barker,
and Jean Smith on the regular
education bus team. Michelle
Ball and Barb Purgatorio
competed on the special needs
bus team. Puyallup placed fifth
overall among the special needs
teams and sixth overall among
regular education bus teams.
Schreiber also took fifth place
overall in individual regular
education bus events.

Bus driver Stacy Cook, who
chaired this year’s event, says
participants started at 8 am with
a brief orientation to the course
that was kept secret until the day

of the competition. Each entrant was
sequestered from other drivers during the
written test at the start of the day and was
then escorted to a school bus to perform a
pre-trip inspection. The goal, says Cook,
was for each driver to find six defects that
a bus mechanic had purposely planted
somewhere on the vehicle. These ranged
from a missing handle on the rear
emergency exit window to a windshield
wiper that was not properly secured.

Drivers were then scored on skills events
such as how well they turn corners, pull up
alongside a curb, drive in a straight line,
use side and rearview mirrors, and back
into a parking stall. One of the more
challenging events required drivers to
steer the bus, which has 24-inch tires, in a
straight line between tennis balls set 27
inches apart on the roadway without
knocking over any of the balls. The
special needs bus category is a skills test
as well, however drivers were also scored
on how well they managed student
behavior.

“The drivers deserve our appreciation and
recognition for the hard work they do every
day transporting precious cargo,” says Cook.
“Washington School bus drivers have one of
the best safety records in the nation.”

School bus drivers demonstrate safety skills

Peninsula School District bus driver Candace White demonstrates
an emergency evacuation from a special needs bus.

Puyallup School District bus drivers (from
left) Barb Purgatorio, Michale Claudio,
Michelle Ball, and Jen Beckman
(kneeling).

Wave winners
Emily Ryan, a senior at Emerald Ridge
High School, has been selected to
receive the Washington Award for
Vocational Excellence (WAVE) for the
25th Legislative District.

The Washington State Legislature
established the WAVE program to honor
students for outstanding achievement in
vocational-technical education. Ryan
was nominated by her Marketing and
DECA teacher, Randy Walden.

Randy Lippold, technology teacher at
Rogers High School, was honored as the
WAVE Teacher of the Year. He has been
teaching at Rogers since 1998.
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Pam Kinkela enjoyed three months of
retirement before she found herself back
on the high school scene two years ago
helping students plan dances, organize
fund raisers, and promote student
leadership and school spirit.

After 30 years in education, including 14
years as activities coordinator at Rogers
High School, Kinkela says she couldn’t
wait to get back to working with students.

Kinkela was asked to return to the classroom
— this time at Emerald Ridge High School
— to teach English and coordinate that
school’s student activities program. Even
after being hired this year as the school’s
new Building Learning Specialist, Kinkela
— at her request — continues to advise the
junior and senior class officers with
schoolwide activities. She helps at school
dances, fundraisers, and spirit activities, and

It seemed like a page right out of the
history books as cowboys on pack horses
made their way across the Riverside
Elementary School playfield, tipping their
hats to the cowpokes who gathered to
watch them move westward past the
portable classrooms to the hitching post at
the covered play shelter.

Even their own principal, dressed in
fringed chinks, a denim shirt, western
boots, and a brimmed hat, took the
fourth and fifth graders back to the old
days when early settlers packed small
and dreamed big as they headed over
the mountains in search of new
discoveries.

A traditional classroom lesson on the
westward movement came alive for the
students this spring thanks to a visit from
the Pierce County chapter of the
Backcountry Horsemen of Washington.

Principal Valeria Smith, who is an
education trainer in the service
organization, assisted the guests as they
showed students how settlers packed
horses and survived in the wilderness.
Smith is an education “Leave No Trace”
trainer in the service organization and

arranged for some of the members to
connect America’s past to the future
during visits to Riverside and seven other
District schools.

Trail Maintenance Coordinator Ron
Downing captured students’ attention as he
showed how to tie a double diamond knot
to secure belongings on a horse. “You

need a lash that will keep things in place,”
he says. “If not, you might end up
gathering your gear 300 feet down the
mountain.”

He and fellow Backcountry Horsemen
members also showed students the modest
belongings that early settlers carried with
them on mules or pack horses compared to
many of the modern conveniences carried
today. Throughout the presentation,
Downing and his fellow Backcountry
members stressed the importance of
leaving no trace behind on visits to the
wilderness to protect natural resources for
years to come.

“I thought it was really cool and
interesting, because we learned a lot about
horse packing and how they fix the trails,”
says 11-year-old Dalton Chamberlin. “It
really helped me understand the history by
seeing it in person.”

The principal, who owns seven gaited
mountain horses and has been riding since
she was young, says the presentation was
an opportunity for teachers to extend the
learning beyond the classroom. “It brings
history alive, and that is what is
important.”

often can be found meeting with student
leaders at lunch or after school.

Her belief in and dedication to student
activities was recognized Statewide this
spring when she was inducted into the
Washington Activity Coordinators
Association (WACA) Hall of Fame. She
is the fourth person from Washington to
receive this honor and is the only Hall of
Fame member to still be working in a
school. WACA is the professional
organization for activity coordinators,
leadership teachers, ASB advisors, and
others involved in student activities.

Students and co-workers gave Kinkela
thunderous applause and a standing
ovation when she was honored in April at
the District Board of Education meeting.
Board President Greg Heath presented

Riverside students relive frontier days with lesson on pack horses

Ron Downing, with the Pierce County Chapter of  Backcountry
Horsemen, shares a lesson on pack horses with Riverside Elementary
students. Principal Valeria Smith, Education Trainer with the group,
is on the left.

Pam Kinkela enjoys a laugh with Emerald Ridge High students (from
left) Kristina Stambaugh, Allison Clark, and Adrain Ball.

Pam Kinkela joins Hall of Fame

continued on page 15
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continued from page 14 As the rain pelted down and thunder
rumbled in the distance, Dick Halleen
walked across the stadium field, stop-
watch in hand, preparing to time high
school track runners at the finish line.

Halleen, Athletic Coordinator at Rogers High
School, kept smiling as he sloshed through
the puddles to help set up hurdles and prepare
other events for the annual high school track
meet last month at Sparks Stadium.

Not much dampens the spirits of Halleen,
who recently called the past 42 years of
work in the Puyallup School District “the
finest 42 years of my life.”

Halleen was honored at the State level in
April when he was inducted into the
Washington Secondary School Athletic
Administrators Association (WSAAA)
Hall of Fame.

The District Board of Education
congratulated the long-time athletic
coordinator for the prestigious honor by
awarding him a certificate of recognition.
District Athletic Director Terry Cavender
introduced Halleen during the Board meeting
and shared highlights from his more than four
decades of contributions to athletics. “He has
been and continues to be an unbelievable
asset to this District,” says Cavender. “His
award is very well deserved.”

Halleen started his
career in 1962 in the
athletic program as an
assistant boys
basketball coach and
boys golf coach at
Puyallup High School.
He moved to Rogers
High School when it
opened eight years later

and worked as a PE teacher and head coach
for boys basketball and golf. He was named
athletic coordinator in 1986 and retired in
1998, only to be rehired in 2000 after
training other District athletic coordinators
and helping launch the athletic program at
Emerald Ridge High School.

In his role as athletic coordinator, Halleen
oversees the Rogers High School athletic
program. One of his major duties is to
clear between 800 and 1,000 students each

Rogers Athletic Coordinator inducted into Hall of Fame

year who want to participate in athletics.
The task involves checking student forms
and records for up-to-date physicals,
satisfactory grades, parent permissions,
and emergency contacts.

Halleen also oversees the budgets for all
of the 22 Rogers High athletic programs,
monitors coaches and coaching standards,
runs league and District contests held at
Rogers, and makes transportation, hotel,
and eating arrangements for teams that
must travel to tournaments.

Athletics gives students a chance to learn
things they can’t learn anywhere else, says
Halleen, who played basketball in high
school and junior college in Michigan, as
well as at Washington State University.
“Life is competitive, and the athletic field
is truly a place where you can learn to be
competitive and how to play fair and do
things correctly.”

Halleen’s goal for his coaches is to make
athletics a positive experience for everyone,
including coaches, officials, and students.
“Less than one-third of one percent of kids
involved in high school sports nationally get
college athletic scholarships,” he says. “Our
goal is not to devote time to college athletes
or professional athletes or to win contests or
league titles. It is to do things right.”

When he hears others ask what
sportsmanship has to do with winning or
losing, he tells them, “It has everything to do
with winning or losing. When you build
character in them, it’s something they will
carry with them the rest of their lives.”

Outside of school, Halleen enjoys
spending time with his wife of 42 years,
Nancy, who is retiring this month from
teaching piano out of their home. They
have three grown daughters, including
Jayne Hofstrand, a math teacher at
Emerald Ridge High School, and four
grandchildren. He is also a hobby train
enthusiast and runs up to four Lionel trains
at a time in an expansive layout in the
basement of his home.

Halleen joins a long list of WSAAA Hall
of Fame members, including two former
Puyallup educators: Ray Barnes, who
was inducted into the Hall of Fame in
1991, and Pat Hoonan, who was
honored in 1997.

He says there are many people responsible
for him achieving the Hall of Fame
recognition, as well as a long list of league
and District awards he has received over
the years. “All of their contributions are
why the Puyallup School District is held in
such high esteem athletically.”

Kinkela with a certificate of recognition.

“Student activities is all about life skills,”
says Kinkela. “They learn to come up with
a plan, work as a team, problem solve, and
manage a budget. These kids have such an
enthusiasm for life, and I’m continually
amazed with their intelligence,
compassion, and commitment.”

Kinkela’s motto is simple: “Advisors
advise, kids do.” She believes that student
activities can make a
difference in the
atmosphere of a school
when students feel
connected to their
learning environment.
“It’s not always the
product that’s important,
but the process they did
to accomplish it,” she
says.

Junior class officer Allison Clark describes
Kinkela as “a great teacher. She is really
positive and always encouraging.”

Over the past 32 years, Kinkela has
advised activities including homecoming,
awards nights and recognitions, student
councils and leadership classes, canned
food drives, spring fests, and summer
leadership camps.

Kinkela praises the many staff she has
worked with over the years for the success
of these and other student activities. “I
have worked with so many people who
put their hearts and souls into kids.”  She
also thanks her husband, Dave, who
worked 25 years as a teacher and head
football coach at Rogers High before
serving as District Athletic Director in the
Bethel School District until his retirement.
They have a son, Tony, who is a senior at
Washington State University (WSU), and
a daughter, Katlin, a freshman at WSU.

Her induction into the Hall of Fame is
the second time in two years she has
received State recognition. In 2002, she
won Activities Coordinator of the Year
from the Washington Association of
Student Councils and the Association of
Washington School Principals.

Dick Halleen

Pam Kinkela

Dick Halleen times runners at a Districtwide high school track meet.Pam Kinkela
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Wildwood Elementary School
remembered former teacher Anne Nakao
with a celebration of music and art that
honored her Japanese heritage and
thanked her family for an $8,000 gift that
the school used to purchase more than 300
library books in her memory.

“Her family wanted to
celebrate her by
remembering you,”
Principal Robyn
Goodwin told a gym full
of students, staff,
retirees, and Nakao’s
friends and family.

Nakao, who retired in
1999, spent the majority
of her 32-year teaching
career at Wildwood
working as a third-grade teacher and
reading specialist. She also taught a short
time at Waller Road Elementary. She died
of cancer two years ago.

Each of the more than 300 books
purchased with the family donation
contains a bookplate on the inside cover

Wildwood students receive new books in teacher’s memory
with the former teacher’s photograph.
A wood plaque with her photo also was
displayed during the ceremony and will
hang in the school library as a permanent
reminder of her contributions to children
and her love of reading.

Nakao’s parents and
family members,
including some who flew
in from California,
attended the celebration
and were greeted at the
front of the school with a
welcome sign and colorful
construction-paper carp
windsocks that swung in
the breeze from the eaves
of the building. The
Japanese believe the carp
is a symbol of strength
and determination.

“For the benefit of all students here, the
very best thing you can give our family
is to read these books and enjoy them,”
says Nakao’s brother, Bill, who shared
how growing up his sister was always
busy reading. Her mother and father, Kazuko (Kay) and

Isami (Sam) Nakao, were visibly moved
by the outpouring of thanks from the
students and staff. “It was a big surprise,”
says Kazuko. “Anne would be loving it.
She was such a reader.”

Each of the 585 Wildwood students made
a piece of Japanese artwork that hung on
the gym walls and lined entry halls. Paper
fans, painted cherry blossom trees, carp
designs that sparkled with glitter, and
haiku poetry greeted the family as they
made their way to the celebration in the
gym and a reception immediately
following in the library.

Every class also designed a page that was
bound in a thank you scrapbook for the
family. Entries included origami designs,
poetry, construction-paper handprints, and
signatures and thank you notes from
students and staff.

Students also wrote wishes and dreams
for the future on multicolored paper
tanabata strips, which are traditionally
hung on bamboo branches on Children’s
Day, May 5, in Japan. Wildwood hung

these strips on maple tree branches in the
parking lot and rhododendron bushes in
front of the school. Fifth grader Zach
Hovde used different colors of crayon to
send his wish: “I wish everyone with
cancer will be healed.”

The celebration included traditional
Japanese music, a play performed by Julie
Schlumpf’s third graders, a song that the
entire school learned in Japanese during
their music classes, and the presentation of
books, which lined the steps in front of the
stage. Sixth graders in Mike Skillingstad’s
class assisted younger students by creating
the play props and scenery.

The event was the culmination of two
years of planning by the Wildwood staff,
led by an organizing committee
including retired teacher Nancy
Nickelson, and Wildwood Elementary
Librarian Teri Litt, Teacher Peggy
Biller, and Paraeducator Vicki Egeland.
“We wanted to say thank you to the
family in a big way for their generous
gift, and we also wanted to honor Anne
and her Japanese heritage of which she
was so very proud,” says Egeland.

Kazuko (seated on left) and Isami Nakao celebrate more than 300
books that will join the Wildwood Elementary School library in
memory of  their daughter and former teacher, Anne Nakao. Joining
them are students (from left) Anna Decaterina, Austin Kelley, and
Garrett Metz.

The community is invited to come
together this fall to address how
individuals and groups can work together
to support area youth.

The conference on Tuesday, October 26 at
Bethany Baptist Church in Puyallup will
focus on the results of recent surveys that
asked students in the Puyallup School
District questions pertaining to a nationally-
recognized list of 40 developmental assets.
The Search Institute, a research
organization in Minnesota, has identified 40
concrete, positive experiences and qualities
that have an influence on young people’s
lives and choices, especially during
adolescent years.

About 1,800 students randomly selected
in grades six, eight, and 11 throughout
the School District were surveyed in

Community is invited to October
conference to review assets survey

February, and the results of their
comments and those from community
surveys will be released this summer.
Organizers hope to attract a wide variety
of community members at the October
meeting, including parents, students,
educators, service groups, senior citizens,
and representatives from the faith and
business communities.

“The survey will help us to get a better
understanding of where our energies need
to be spent in serving our youth,” says
Chris Loftis, Executive Director of
Communities in Schools of Puyallup
(CSIP), which spearheaded the assets
survey. CISP is a locally led, non-profit
organization that works to match the
resources of the community with the
needs of students. For more information,
contact Loftis at (253) 840-8917.


