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Puyallup High School student Tiffany Harms learns about life in the
emergency room during a job shadowing experience at Good
Samaritan Hospital with registered nurse Karen Roberts.

Physical therapist Chris Owens shows Puyallup
High student Tamika Foster leg exercises as she
observes patient care during a summer health
careers camp at Good Samaritan Hospital.

What began as a simple job shadow in
Good Samaritan Hospital�s emergency
room quickly became a �life changing�
experience for Puyallup High School
junior Tiffany Harms.

As doctors and nurses rushed to help a
heart attack victim, Harms followed close
behind and assisted by accessing the
patient�s cell phone to contact relatives
and comforting him with kind words, an

extended hand, and an extra pillow.

�They let me play a big role in helping him,
and he thanked me so much,� says Harms.
�It was really life changing and an eye-
opener for me, because it made me totally
consider being an emergency room nurse
for a career. It really made me feel good to
make a difference in someone�s life.�

Harms is one of 16 students from Emerald
Ridge, Puyallup,
Rogers, and Walker
high schools who
participated earlier this
summer in the first-ever
Health Careers Camp.

Students spent four
days learning about
health careers, includ-
ing doing job shadow-
ing, taking tours of
area college  programs
and of Good Samaritan
Hospital, hearing
lectures on health care
and related jobs, and
learning first aid,
proper hand-washing,
and quick bed-making
techniques.

Tamika Foster, a
Puyallup High sopho-
more who wants to be
a pediatrician or
midwife, job shadowed
physical therapist Chris
Owens. She watched as
Owens treated two
shoulder injuries and

assisted by pushing a wheelchair close
behind a patient who had difficulty
walking. Others job shadowed in the
pharmacy, mother/baby unit, special care,
occupational therapy, dietary, and
radiology.

�The students were so motivated and
mature and interested,� says Carol
Lemmings, a registered nurse and clinical
recruiter at Good Samaritan. �It�s impor-
tant as the baby boom generation moves
into old age that we resupply the
workforce in health care.�

Health careers rank among the top five
fields in job growth, resulting in a bright

future for today�s high school students,
says Shelly Calligan, the District�s
Director of Career and Technical
Education. �We ask our students, What
is your passion? What do you really
want to do? How exciting to be able to
put them in a situation where they can
experience it firsthand.�

The camp, which the District plans to offer
again next summer, was funded by the
District, Good Samaritan Hospital, and the
Pierce County Health Services Careers
Council. Both Pierce and Clover Park
Technical colleges also partnered by
having students tour their facilities and
medical programs.
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Connections is published periodically by
the Puyallup School District as part of  a
communications link between the District
and the community.  Its intent and purpose
is to provide the Board and District staff a
venue to inform community members about
programs, goals, and activities of  public
education in the Puyallup School District.
Please direct questions or comments to
Karen Hansen, Administrative Assistant to
the Superintendent, PO Box 370, Puyallup
WA 98371 or telephone (253) 841-8703 or
email khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Re-
sponses, as appropriate, will be provided
directly to those who contact this office.
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Puyallup School District No. 3 complies with
all federal rules and regulations and does
not discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, marital status, age, national origin,
religion, or disability. This holds true for all
students who are interested in participating
in educat ional  programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the District's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Of f icer and Section 504
Coordinator (Lynn Stellick, Executive
Director of  Human Resources) at 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

I am extremely honored to be greeting all
of you for the first time as your new
superintendent. This is a great School
District in a great community, and I am
proud that I have had the opportunity to
serve here during the past 14 years. Now,
as the newly appointed superintendent, I
am committed to leading our staff to
become even better at serving all students
and their families.

In September, approximately 20,500
students will be returning to school to take
their places in their respective classrooms
throughout the District. While our students
definitely benefit from attending school in
a place that honors the richness of
tradition and the successes of the past, we
can never forget that their lives are aimed
toward the future. To that end, our
educational programs need to be future-
focused and resourceful as well; that
responsibility has been entrusted to the
highly trained educators of the Puyallup
School District. I can promise you that
your children are in good hands.

As we work to meet the future needs of all
of our students, we are going to face some
challenging decisions in the months and
years ahead. We are going to have to work
together � educators at all levels, side-
by-side with parents and other stakehold-
ers. We will need to intensify our efforts to
increase the public engagement process

Superintendent's Message

that is critically important to making
sound decisions. I look forward to these
challenges that will focus on the outcome
of improving student achievement.

Additionally, this year the Puyallup
School District will celebrate its 150-
year anniversary in a variety of activi-
ties planned to recognize the contribu-

tions of former staff and community
leaders. Please join me in these cel-
ebrations that will honor the legacies of
the District�s history and prepare our
schools for the next 150 years of
service to our community.

Again, I am honored and proud to serve as
your superintendent of schools.

Honoring our past; focusing on our future

School District celebrates 150 years of excellence
Planning is under way for a variety of
activities to recognize the people and
events who helped shape the District
since it was established in 1854.

Austin Otte, a fifth-grader last year at
Maplewood Elementary School, submit-
ted the winning design for the District�s
logo commemorating this event (see
accompanying logo). Otte�s design was
selected from about 75 entries.

Nominations are being accepted for
�Heroes of the Puyallup School District �
1854-2004� to be published in a com-

memorative booklet. Thousands of people
have educated, mentored, and supported
the youth of our District over the past 150
years. These �heroes� may be principals,
teachers, secretaries, bus drivers,
paraeducators, custodians, volunteers, or

other school employees who have made a
difference. Nomination forms are available
in school offices throughout the District
and on the Web site. Or, send the hero�s
name and position, in addition to an
explanation in 50 words or less why that
person is a hero, to Anniversary Celebra-
tion, Puyallup School District, 302 Second
St. SE, Puyallup, WA 98372. The informa-
tion may also be e-mailed to
150years@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

As events and dates are finalized, they
will posted on the District�s Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Superintendent Tony Apostle umpires a softball game between
staff  and students in June at Ridgecrest Elementary School. Student
Blake Whittingslow watches a close play.
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Museum highlights

Greg Heath
School Board
President

(photo courtesy of Lisa Crowell)

achieved by a vibrant, dynamic commu-
nity that has placed a positive emphasis
on education.  It is something we can be
very proud of!

Our new superintendent, Tony Apostle, is a
long-time Puyallup administrator. Tony
brings a long history and deep knowledge
of our District and was an important
member of the administrative team prior to
assuming the superintendent�s position.

Through his leadership, we will be
continuing the progress our students have
made in student achievement.  There is a
trend in higher expectations of school
districts coupled with tighter funding.
This will require a lot of hard work and
creative thinking to maintain improve-
ments in student achievement and, at the
same time, a solid financial picture.

An important follow-up piece to the recent
passage of our $198.5 million bond (thank
you again, community!) was the establish-
ment of a Bond Oversight Committee.
This committee is made up of very
talented staff and community members
who are working hard to ensure that we
are making the most responsible decisions
in the most timely and effective manner.
Many of these decisions are required prior
to construction and occupancy of a single

school or the beginning of any of the large
number of needed projects outlined in the
bond.  We, as a Board, want to publicly
thank the committee members for the
excellent work they provide.

A big benefit of being on the School
Board is presenting diplomas to the
graduating seniors at each of our four
high schools.  The diploma is a culmina-
tion for each of our students of a job well
done.  As each student comes forward,
one has only to look in their eyes to see a
sense of excitement and anticipation as
they go forth to tackle life and all that it
has to offer.

I am excited about celebrating 150 years
of education in this community and
look forward to what we can achieve in
the future.

Al Zantua, art teacher at Chief  Leschi School, and Chief  Leschi
student Julian Dillon dedicate a hand-carved canoe at Karshner
Museum.

School begins September 8 for students
in the Puyallup School District.
Elementary registration for students
new to the District begins August 27 at
Brouillet, Firgrove, Fruitland, Hunt,
Pope, Shaw Road, Woodland, and
Zeiger elementary schools. The
remainder of the schools begin registra-
tion on August 30.  Registration hours
are from 9 am to 3:30 pm.

To register for kindergarten, parents
should bring a copy of their child�s
immunization record and birth certifi-
cate. To register students in grades one
through six, parents should bring the
child�s immunization record and a last
report card.  Parents should also bring
proof of address, such as a lease
agreement or utility bill.  For more
information, contact the office of the
Executive Director of Elementary
Education, (253) 841-8796.

Students new to secondary schools
should contact school offices for
registration appointments. For more
information, contact the office of the
Executive Director of Secondary
Education, (253) 841-8771.   

School registration
begins this monthThe Karshner Museum, which celebrates

its 75th anniversary this year, has a new
exhibit under construction and another in
the planning stages that will assist
students and the community in their
learning and historical research.

Members of the School District�s utility
crew have been busy this summer
building a structure for an exhibit based
on Camp Harmony here in Puyallup in
1942. This interment barrack will
provide learning opportunities for all
students, especially secondary students
studying Asian American and United
States history.

Plans are also under way for an Egyptian
exhibit, complete with artifacts collected
by Museum founder Dr. Warner Karshner
on one of his visits to the Middle East.
This exhibit will connect students,
especially sixth graders, with their study
of ancient civilizations.

An 11-foot-long canoe that was carved out
of a cedar log last year by Al Zantua, art
teacher from Chief Leschi School, will be
on permanent display this year in the
Museum�s Northwest Native American
room. The canoe is designed so that
students can step into and experience the
feeling of being inside a traditional

Welcome back to the District�s 150th anniversary year
The school year is fast approaching, and
we are excited about the great things in
store for our students and community.

We are celebrating a milestone for the
Puyallup School District this year � our
150th anniversary.  Very few districts in
this state can even think about associat-
ing �sesquicentennial� with their schools
because, as you might suspect, very few
districts have reached 150 years of
educating their youth.  This is even more
exciting when you realize that Puyallup�s
schools were in operation prior to the
Civil War and 35 years prior to Washing-
ton becoming a state.  Our District will
be celebrating our sesquicentennial year
during the 2004-2005 school year with
various activities and functions.  So, stay
tuned for your opportunity to participate
� 150 years of history can only be

Northwest native mode of transportation.

The Museum�s first Family Day of the
year is scheduled from 10 am to 2 pm
Saturday, October 2. The theme is
�Autumn Harvest.� For more information,
contact the Karshner Museum at (253)
841-8748 or visit the Web site at
www.karshnermuseum.org.
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Students excel in spring sports season District gets perfect
audit report for
second straight year

Lynn Uglick

A dynamic tennis duo, some precision
golfers, a high school wrestling manager,
and a stadium full of excited young track
stars stole the spotlight during the School
District�s spring sports season.

Emerald Ridge High School tennis
doubles team Alyssa Ferry and Rachel
Owens captured second place at the
Washington Interscholastic Activities
Association (WIAA) Class 4A state
tournament in Spokane. They advanced to
the state competition after having won the
2004 West Central District Championship.

Emerald Ridge High singles tennis
player Greg Ferry, who graduated in
June, also advanced to state for the
second year in a row.

In golf, 2004 Rogers High graduate
Heather Olmstead, who was the number
one golfer on the varsity squad during her
high school years, took an impressive third
place in the 2004 WIAA Class 4A Girls
Golf Tournament in Richland.

In the Class 4A Boys Golf tournament in
Kennewick, 2004 Puyallup High graduate
Dane Bagnell placed sixth, and Jason

(photo courtesy of Rocky Poulin)

Moore, a junior this year at Rogers High,
placed thirty-second.

While wrestling is a winter sport,
Emerald Ridge High graduate Angela
Meyerhoff was recognized this past
spring as the 2004 National Wrestling
Manager of the Year.

Meyerhoff received the national honor
from Wrestling USA, a national magazine
for interscholastic wrestling. She has been
the wrestling manager at Emerald Ridge
for the past three years. Her duties have
included scoring matches and compiling
statistics, taking video and still photo-
graphs for the team, preparing posters for
publicity, managing uniform inventories,
organizing storage facilities, and attending
to the medical needs of wrestlers. She has
also helped with activities at the league
and district levels.

This past season she also helped train
three new managers to help the program
after she graduated and moved away to
attend college at Western Washington
University. Her father, Jim Meyerhoff, is
the Emerald Ridge High School wres-
tling coach.

Emerald Ridge High girls doubles
team (from left) Alyssa Ferry and
Rachel Owens.

Taking off  at the starting line during the 15th  Annual Special Spring
Track Meet are (from left): Don Bayer, Puyallup High; Joey Marich,
Fruitland Elementary; and Koko Johnson and Joshua Wilson-
Johnson, Rogers High.

In spring track news, nearly 800 students
from all 21 elementary schools in the
School District participated in June in the
annual elementary track meet at Sparks
Stadium. The goal of the meet is
forstudents to have fun while they com-
pete in athletic events with their same-age
peers, says Pope Elementary Principal
Cory Crawford, co-coordinator of the
event with Sunrise Elementary Principal
Bob Livingston. �While there are ribbons
and we acknowledge the placings in each
event, we don�t keep track of school�s
scores ... For many students, this may be
their only moment in the spotlight as an
athlete,� says Crawford.

About 250 students from 10 elementaries,
four junior highs, and three high schools
participated in the 15th Annual Special
Spring Track Meet at Sparks Stadium.
Students in wheelchairs and on foot
compete in the 50-yard and 100-yard
dashes, as well as the softball throw.

�Kids look forward to this all year and
train for it,� says Firgrove special educa-
tion teacher Teresa Lockey, co-coordinator
of the event with Karrie Osborne, special
education teacher at Emerald Ridge High.

For the second consecutive year, the
Puyallup School District has received a
perfect annual state audit report.

Audit results for the 2002-03 school year
show the District � the tenth largest in
the state � had sound financial practices
and complied with all laws and regula-
tions to protect the interests of taxpayers
as it managed its budget.

The Washington State Auditor�s Office,
which conducts an annual audit of each
school district in the state and spends
several months in each one poring over
records and touring facilities, issued no
findings and found no areas of concern.

�It�s rare that happens, and it�s even rarer
two years in a row,� says Mark Rapozo,
Audit Manager with the state Auditor�s
Office. �It really speaks loudly to how
well Puyallup runs its schools.�

Lynn Uglick, Puyallup
School District�s
Accounting Manager,
credits the hard work of
staff in business services,
human resources, food
services, transportation,
special services, facilities,
student learning,
employees at individual school buildings,
and administrators who contributed to the
flawless report. �It�s a lot of players who get
together and work hard to pull this off,� says
Uglick. �This is the strongest financial team
I�ve seen anywhere.�

The School Board recognized many of
those staff members in June when the
audit results were announced. Auditors
examined areas such as cash receipting,
billing and account receivables, payroll,
Open Public Meetings Act, associated
student body activities, competitive bid
law compliance, long-term debt, and
overall presentation of financial state-
ments. �It comes down to the people �
the employees,� says Rapozo. �You see
really positive, customer service-
oriented folks there.�



Every Wednesday: A new schedule with new opportunities

Artwork by

Emerald Ridge High School student Sam Wheeler chats with Carol
Fosnick of  Merrill Gardens in Puyallup.

Beginning September 22, 2004, all
elementary students will be dismissed
2 3/4 hours early every Wednesday as
part of a new schedule that gives
educators more opportunities to work
together to address student learning
needs.

The new schedule, called the Learning
Improvement Calendar, takes what had
been randomly occurring conference,
training, and meeting half days and aligns
them to a regularly scheduled day and
time. To assure that students do not lose
instructional time, the school day will be
15 minutes longer on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays.

�It will give our teachers a chance to
sit down at the table together and
among grade levels and really work on
student achievement issues to make
sure every child is learning,� says Jane

Queen, Executive Director of Elemen-
tary Education.

Junior high and high school students will
continue to be released one hour early on
Wednesdays.

To assist parents in planning enrichment
opportunities for their children on these
new elementary early
release days, the District,
in cooperation with
Communities in Schools
(CIS) of Puyallup, has
developed a plan for safe,
affordable, educationally
enriching after-school
options for children. The
first of these enriching
activities are pilot programs offered
through the YMCA and Boys & Girls
Clubs of South Puget Sound.

Registration is being accepted for
students in these new programs at 11 of
the District�s 21 elementary schools. The
programs are open to all District students
� not just those who attend the schools
where the enrichment sessions are
offered. Boys & Girls Clubs programs
will be located at Brouillet, Fruitland,
Pope, Stewart, Sunrise, and
Zeiger elementary schools. YMCA
programs will be located at Firgrove,
Maplewood, Northwood, Ridgecrest, and
Shaw Road elementaries.

Space is limited in each program, and
interested families are encouraged to sign
up early. Registration forms and informa-
tion on cost, times, and program specifics
are available at each of the program
school sites and at the School District
Education Service Center, 302 Second St.
SE, Puyallup. Information is also available
by calling the YMCA, Elizabeth Curtin,

Jane Queen
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Emerald Ridge students partner with seniors on poster project

David Schneider

Artwork created by Emerald Ridge High
students in partnership with a group of
Puyallup�s senior citizens will be dis-
played on posters throughout Pierce
County to provide older adults informa-
tion about services and opportunities.

Students in Candace Loring�s Advanced
Placement Studio Art class met last spring
with a group of seniors in the community
about designs that would
effectively promote services
provided by Pierce County�s
Senior Information and
Assistance Program.

The teens served pastries
and coffee and paired one-
on-one with seniors to talk
about poster designs and
colors that they would find
inviting. Students then led
their guests on a tour of the
high school and listened to
seniors talk about school
days from years past. In
return, the seniors who live at Merrill
Gardens in Puyallup invited the students
for breakfast and a tour of their retirement
and assisted living facility.

The student artwork was unveiled to the
public in May during a ceremony at the
South Hill Mall featuring an introduction
of the artists and a talk by Puyallup Mayor
Kathy Turner. Of the 20 posters submitted
by the studio art class, four were selected
for initial printing. They include art by
David Schneider, Tony Ciocca, Matthew
Swendsen, and Tim Steele and feature
scenes including Mt. Rainier, daffodils,

and intergenerational themes.

The posters will be hung in late
summer and early fall in doctors�
and dentists� offices, pharmacies,
grocery stores, and other areas
throughout the county that
seniors frequent to inform them
about services such as housing or
care options, as well as volunteer
opportunities, says David
Hanson, Program Specialist with
Pierce County Aging and Long
Term Care � the county�s area
agency on aging.

�The student artists did a marvelous job,�
says Hanson. �They interacted so well
with the seniors and developed some
friendships along the way.�

The idea for this project arose after The
AdvantAge Initiative of Puyallup learned
through a survey of older adults in the area
that 20 percent did not know where to turn
for information about senior services.
Puyallup is one of 10 towns and cities

nationwide participating in The
AdvantAge Initiative, a project aimed at
assessing the �elder friendliness� of the
community to raise awareness of issues
affecting seniors and promote planning
that is responsive to their needs.

(253) 460-8960; Boys & Girls Club,
Carrie Ching, (253) 683-5821, or CIS of
Puyallup, Chris Loftis, (253) 840-8917.

This fall�s after-school programs are the
first of what are anticipated to become a
growing number and variety of Wednes-
day afternoon options. CIS of Puyallup
learned this summer that it is slated to
receive a $120,000 �Pierce County
Community Services 2005 Youth Violence
Prevention Grant� to pay for costs such as
providing after school programs, snacks,
and nutritional needs for low income
students, transporting children of working
parents, and communicating, promoting,
and staffing the programs.

Research shows that after school programs
help families, build community, develop
solid kids, and reduce crime and violence,
says Chris Loftis, Executive Director of
CIS in Puyallup.
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Jerry Strand, of  REP
Electric in Tacoma,
works on lighting at
Northwood Elementary.

Workers dig trenches for data and power lines at Northwood
Elementary School.

Volunteers needed for career and technology advisory groups

School bond update
Construction work gets under way on school bond projects

Shelly
Calligan

For about 140 community members on
10 different career and technology
education advisory committees, provid-
ing industry-specific expertise is a way to
give back to the community and get
involved with local schools.

Advisory committees are accepting new
community participants.  If interested in
participating, contact Shelly Calligan,
Director of Career and Technical
Education, at (253) 841-8761.

The Career and Technology Education
advisory committees include advisory
groups for: Architecture, Construction,
and Engineering (ACE) Academy; Arts
and Communication; American Sign
Language; Automotive; Aviation;
Business and Marketing; Engineering
and Technology; Health and Human

Services; Science and Natural Resources;
and a General Advisory committee that
includes the chairperson of the industry-
specific advisory committees.

�We try to ask the community advisors
about trends in
industry,� says
Calligan.  �What are
the hot jobs?  What
are the new trends?
How do our class
offerings match up
with the skills students
need to be hired?  Are
they trained to use the
right equipment or
software?�

For students in the ACE Academy at
Rogers High, the ACE Academy advisory

committee representatives from Absher
Construction provide construction-related
field trip opportunities and perspectives
from potential employers.  The company
also provides individual support to
students through a company scholarship
for a student pursuing a career in the
construction industry.

Tom Absher, Executive Vice President of
Corporate Services for Absher Construc-
tion, saw a need for his company to get
involved in career and technology
education after research showed that
construction jobs were ranked at virtually
the bottom of a list of desirable careers by
high school students. Furthermore,
industry trends warned that an aging work
force may mean a shortage of people
skilled in construction-related trades.

�It became a top priority for our
company to change the image of the
construction industry among youth,�
says Absher.  �Part of increasing
awareness is making sure that students
know about the variety of opportunities
in construction.�

Aviation teacher Jeff Coleman has
worked closely with an advisory
committee since the inception of the
program at Emerald Ridge High four
years ago.  �In career and technical
education we are teaching students the
necessary skills to be successful in
complex training programs and work
environments,� says Coleman.  �Advi-
sory groups provide the essential link
and support that our programs need to
stay current and model changing
industry standards.�

This is the second in a series of articles
scheduled to provide information on the
progress of the school bond.

Signs of progress on school bond
projects approved by voters last Febru-
ary were evident throughout the summer
as construction workers dug trenches for
power and data lines, installed new
electrical systems, replaced a
roof, and added class-
room telephones.

At Northwood Elemen-
tary, improvements
completed this summer
include improved light-
ing, new classroom
clocks, additional electri-
cal outlets and computer
ports, a new transformer,
an upgraded security
system and new fire alarm
system, and new electrical
wire from the street to the
school building.

Workers have also been
busy at Ferrucci Junior
High, which opens next

month with a new roof to replace one
that had aged and was nearly impossible
to maintain.

Additionally, phones have been in-
stalled this summer in classrooms at
schools that did not already have this
technology, and work has been under
way to upgrade computer servers and

install high speed
communication lines
throughout the District.

In related business this
summer, the School
Board agreed in June
with a recommendation
from the District�s Bond
Oversight Committee to
open Elementary #22
and #23 in September
2007, which moves up
the opening of Elemen-
tary #23 from the
original target date of
2008. The District�s
seventh junior high
school is scheduled to
open in fall 2008.

The Board also approved the District�s
Elementary Educational Specifications,
which provide the foundation from which
architects design the schools, and re-

viewed specifications for the new junior
high school. Work is also moving forward
on an elementary and junior high school
boundary study.



Celebrating 150 Years of Excellence http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us         August  2004   7

School Board recognizes 2003-04 staff retirees

Student competes at
National History Day

Firgrove student wins first place in art contest
Jimmie O�Connor, a third grader last year
at Firgrove Elementary, won first place
and a $2,500 college savings plan account
in a recent art contest sponsored by T.
Rowe Price investment company and the
Seattle Aquarium Society.

Jimmie�s work, selected from among 900
entries, is a crayon drawing outlined in
black marker featuring a large whale
swimming in the ocean surrounded by
other marine life, including starfish,
jellyfish, eels, and seaweed.

The title of his entry, �Keep the Trash Out of
the Ocean,� emphasized this year�s contest
theme, �Help the Beach and its Animals.�
The contest judges were particularly drawn
to the whale since the Seattle Aquarium
recently opened a new Orca family center.

Children in grades one through five from
throughout the Puget Sound region were
asked to submit pictures that best
reflected the theme.

Jimmie says he drew the picture first in
pencil and black marker, then filled in
the images with crayon. �I was really

Molly Borst, a ninth grader last year at
Edgemont Junior High, participated in
June in the annual National History Day
competition in Maryland.  Borst was
selected to attend the event after placing
in the top 10 at the Washington State
History Day contest with her entry,
�Cover-Up: America�s Encounter with
Watergate.�  Other Edgemont students
participating at the state contest in
Ellensburg were Taylor Dabb, Katie
Hayes, Travis Walker, Andy Wright, and
Kayla Zile.  National History Day is a
nationwide competition for students in
grades six to 12 and is designed to
improve historical knowledge in a fun
and challenging environment. History
Day participants develop skills in
research, analysis, writing, and presen-
tation. They learn how to define a
historical question, locate source
material, take notes, analyze informa-
tion, and present it in an effective
manner.  The National History Day
project is a requirement of Edgemont
ninth-graders in Brooks Hazen�s
Accelerated World Studies class.

September auditions
set for Chime Choir
Auditions will be held September 23 and
30 for students in grades four through 12
interested in participating in the
Puyallup Youth Chime Choir. Auditions
begin at 6 pm for both the junior choir,
made up of grades four through six, and
senior choir, comprised of grades seven
through 12. Tryouts for the non-profit
organization, made up primarily of
Puyallup School District students, will
be held at South Hill Christian Church,
12311 151st Street East, Puyallup.
Heather Provencio, general music
teacher at Karshner and Mountain View
elementaries, directs the junior choir.
Senior choir director is Linda Miller, a
former Puyallup music teacher who
teaches in the music department at Saint
Martin�s College in Lacey. The choirs
practice Thursday evenings weekly
during the school year and perform
throughout the community. For more
information, visit the program�s website
at www.puyallupyouthcc.org.

Firgrove Elementary School student Jimmie O�Connor with his
winning artwork.
surprised to win,� he says. �I just
thought this was part of a class thing.�

His artwork, completed as part of an
assignment in Nancy Trinka�s class,
was on display at the Seattle Aquarium
Society�s auction in June and is

featured on a Seattle billboard.

In addition to receiving the college
savings plan, he received an annual Seattle
Aquarium single family membership and
was recognized at Firgrove in June during
a schoolwide Assembly.

The School Board honored 2003-04
staff retirees in June during a special
recognition event.

Back row, from left: Lowell Johnson,
Rogers High Career Specialist; Cathy
Taplin, bus driver; Ethel Allen, Food

Service Co-Manager; David Sollars,
Shaw Road Elementary Principal; Pat
Sollars, Maplewood Elementary Title 1
teacher; Rick Oliver, Riverside
Elementary teacher; and Judy Hyden,
Kalles Junior High English teacher.

Front row, from left: Sandy Spane,
Hunt Elementary special education
teacher; Val Smith, Riverside
Elementary Principal; Randy Jones,
Hilltop-Edgemont Building Learning
Specialist; Marva Skinner, bus driver;
Irene Novaria, Rogers High Assistant
Cook; Mary Gallagher, Ridgecrest
Elementary remediation teacher; and
Kathy Ashworth, Kalles Junior High
counselor.



Shaw Road Elementary School
and
Wildwood Elementary School
Brendon Chertok has been named
assistant principal at Shaw Road and
Wildwood elementary schools. He
comes to Puyallup from Olympia,
where he worked one year as a
principal intern and teacher at

Garfield Elementary. He began teaching in 1997 at
Boston Harbor Elementary in the Olympia School
District and continued teaching for that District over the
past seven years. He has a bachelor�s degree from The
Evergreen State College and a master�s degree from the
University of Washington, Tacoma.
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Meet the District�s newly appointed school leaders . . .
The following people have been selected to fill leadership
positions this year, including elementary and secondary
principals and District administration posts. School
leaders not named by press deadline will be announced in
the October Connections.

Emerald Ridge High School
Brian Lowney is the new principal at
Emerald Ridge High School. Lowney
comes to Emerald Ridge after serving
two years as an assistant principal at
Rogers High School. Before joining
Rogers, he completed his administra-
tive internship at Emerald Ridge. He
also taught there two years before his
internship and served as an assistant

football coach and advisor of the FBLA/DECA programs.
He earned two bachelor�s degrees � one from University
of Washington and another from Central Washington
University.  He completed his master�s degree at Univer-
sity of Puget Sound.

Shaw Road Elementary School
Laura King is the new principal at
Shaw Road Elementary School. King
comes to Shaw Road after spending
six years as principal of Stewart
Elementary School. Before that, she
served two years as an assistant
principal at Shaw Road and Wildwood
Elementary schools. King began
teaching in 1980 in Clover Park School District and has
taught for Sumner, Eatonville, and Kent school districts.
She has her bachelor�s and master�s degrees from Pacific
Lutheran University.

Clara Davidson is the new principal at
Stewart Elementary School. She joins
Stewart after having served two years
as principal at Northwood Elementary
School. Before that, she served a year
as an administrative intern at Zeiger
Elementary.  Davidson has also served
as a teacher at both Zeiger and Sunrise

elementary schools.  She started teaching third grade in
1987 at Sunrise Elementary.  Davidson has a bachelor�s
degree from University of Southern Florida and a master�s
degree from City University.

Stewart Elementary School

Cory Crawford is the new principal
at Pope Elementary School. Crawford
has spent the past three years serving
as assistant principal at Pope Elemen-
tary. Before that, he worked one year
as principal at Hilltop Elementary and
seven years as principal at Fruitland
Elementary. Crawford began teaching
in 1978 in the Wenatchee School District.  He has also
worked in Orondo and Central Kitsap school districts as a
teacher, and Auburn School District as a teacher and
administrator. He has his bachelor�s and master�s degrees
from Central Washington University.

Pope Elementary School

Judy Piger has been named the new
principal at Waller Road Elementary
School. Piger has served since 1999 as
assistant principal at Wildwood and
Shaw Road elementary schools. Her
teaching career began in 1988 in the
Kennewick School District. She came
to Puyallup in 1991 as a teacher at
Karshner Elementary School. Piger holds a bachelor�s
degree from Seattle Pacific University and a master�s
degree from City University.

Waller Road Elementary School

Pope Elementary School
Rebecca Williams is the new assistant
principal at Pope Elementary School.
Williams comes to Pope from Woodland
Elementary, where she has spent the past
year teaching. Before that, she worked as
an administrative intern for the Dry Creek
Joint School District in Roseville, Calif.
She also taught elementary classes in

California from 1998 to 2003 and began teaching in 1994 in
Lynden School District in Lynden, Wash. Williams has her
bachelor�s and master�s degrees and post master�s administra-
tive internship from Western Washington University.

Steve Leifsen is the new assistant
principal at Woodland and Fruitland
elementary schools. Leifsen joins these
schools after having served his administra-
tive internship the past year at Pope
Elementary. He began teaching special education resource
classes in 1997 at Pope Elementary.  Leifsen has his bachelor�s
and master�s degrees from Pacific Lutheran University.

Woodland Elementary School
and
Fruitland Elementary School

Rogers High School

Brian Curtis is the new assistant
principal at Rogers High School. He
comes to Rogers after serving an
internship last year as an administra-
tive assistant at Stahl Junior High,
where he also taught social studies and
was department chair. He began
teaching in 1985 in the Federal Way
School District and came to Puyallup in 1998. He earned
his bachelor�s degree, master�s degree, and administrative
credential from Pacific Lutheran University.

Aylen Junior High School

Puyallup High School

Richard Cox has been named an
assistant principal at Puyallup High
School. Cox joins the leadership
team at Puyallup High after having
served three years as an assistant
principal at Evergreen High School.
His other previous experience

includes serving as dean of students, a biology teacher,
and head football coach at Washington High School in the
Franklin Pierce School District, and a PE teacher at
Lochburn Junior High in the Clover Park School District.
Cox has a bachelor�s degree from Central Washington
University and a master�s degree from Pacific Lutheran
University.

Mike Warr is the new principal at
Aylen Junior High School. Warr comes
to Aylen as a retire/rehire after serving
one year as human resources payroll
project manager. He has held numer-
ous other positions in this District,
including director of human resources,

director of employee relations, principal at Stahl and
Ballou junior highs, assistant principal at the high school
level, and teacher. Warr earned his bachelor�s and
master�s degrees from Washington State University.



Assistant Director of
Special Services
and
Zeiger Elementary,
Administrative Assistant

Karen Mool has been named a half-
time assistant director of special
services and a half-time administrative

assistant at Zeiger Elementary School. Mool, who has
been teaching special education in Puyallup since 1995,
began teaching in 1992 in Florida. She also taught
hearing-impaired students in 1994 in Joliet Public
Schools in Illinois and moved to Puyallup in 1995. She
has a bachelor�s degree from MacMurray College in
Jacksonville, Ill. and a master�s degree and principal
certification from City University.

Celebrating 150 Years of Excellence http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us August  2004   9

Elementary, secondary, and administrative posts

Nancy Strobel has been named a half-
time principal at Riverside Elementary
School and continues as a half-time
assistant director of special services.

Strobel joins the Riverside Elementary School staff after
having worked the past year as an assistant director of
special services. She began teaching special education in
1990 at Firgrove Elementary School, moved to Meeker
Elementary School in 1995, then became an assistant
director of special services in 2003. Strobel holds a
bachelor�s degree from Central Washington University
and a master�s degree from Pacific Lutheran University.

Riverside Elementary School,
Principal
and
Assistant Director of
Special Services

Firgrove Elementary School

Guy Kovacs has been named principal
at Firgrove Elementary School. Kovacs
comes to Firgrove after serving two
years as principal at Waller Road
Elementary School. Before that, he
served two years as an assistant
principal at Firgrove. He also worked
one year as an administrative assistant
intern and curriculum specialist.  His other experience
includes teaching social studies at Kalles Junior High
School and fifth and sixth grades at Wildwood Elemen-
tary School.  He began teaching at Wildwood Elementary
in 1990, then spent two years teaching in China before
returning to Puyallup.  Kovacs has a bachelor�s degree
from Pacific Lutheran University, a master�s degree from
City University, and an administrative credential from
Central Washington University.

Vince Pecchia has been named half-
time principal at Northwood Elemen-
tary School. Pecchia comes to
Northwood from Pope Elementary
School, where he served as its princi-
pal. Pecchia has served in numerous
teaching and administrative positions

in the Puyallup School District since beginning his
teaching career at Maplewood Elementary School in
1970. In addition to being a teacher, he has served as a
vice principal, principal, director of elementary educa-
tion, executive director of elementary education, K-12
support, and director of administrative support before
becoming a principal again. He has a bachelor�s degree
from Central Washington State College and a master�s
degree from Pacific Lutheran University.

Northwood Elementary School

continued on page 11

Assistant Director of
Special Services

Brian Berg has been selected as an
assistant director of special services.
Berg came to Puyallup in 2003 from
the Sumner School District to be a
school psychologist for one year. His
prior experience working as a school
psychologist began in 1975 and has included serving ESD
171, Thurston County Cooperative Special Services, and
Tacoma, Bethel, Fife, and Sumner school districts. He has
a bachelor�s degree from University of Puget Sound, a
master�s degree from Pacific Lutheran University, and an
Ed.D in educational leadership from Seattle University.

Suzan Zakhary is one of the new
assistant directors of special services.
Zakhary comes to this position after
serving the past two years as the
District�s educational specialist in
special services. She also served as a

special education teacher at Kalles Junior High School in
2001. Before coming to Puyallup, she was a special
education teacher in Kent, White River, Woodland, and
Mossy Rock school districts. She began teaching in 1975.
She has a bachelor�s degree from Central Washington
University and a master�s degree from City University.

Bob Silverman has been named
executive director, assessment,
research, and program accountability.
He assumes the new post after serving
two years as this District�s director of
assessment. Before coming to
Puyallup, Silverman worked with the Washington Office
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction in assessment,
research, and evaluation.  He also has held various
positions at Cornell University, the Northwest Regional
Educational Laboratory, and the Alaska Department of
Education.  He has his bachelor�s and master�s degrees
from Johns Hopkins University.

Executive Director,
Assessment, Research, and
Program Accountability

Assistant Director of
Special Services

Linda Quinn has been selected
director of administrative services. She
comes to this post after serving two
years as the District�s director of
development. Quinn opened Emerald
Ridge High School as its principal in
2000 and also served a year prior as its

planning principal. Her previous experience includes
serving as principal at Puyallup High and Aylen Junior
high schools and an assistant principal and teacher at
Edgemont Junior High School.  She began teaching
English at Puyallup High School in 1974.  Quinn has a
bachelor�s degree from Washington State University and a
master�s degree from Western Washington University.

Director of Administrative
Services

Jeanne Rynne has been selected
capital projects program manager. She
comes to this District from South Puget
Sound Community College where she
served as dean of capital facilities. Her
previous experience includes facilities
architect/project manager for the city
and borough of Juneau, Alaska; quality control manager
for The Vemo Company, general contractor in Seattle;
project manager/construction administration for Stewart
and King Partnership architects in Bellingham; and other
related positions in LaJolla, Calif.  She has a bachelor�s
degree from Oberlin College in Ohio.

Capital Projects
Program Manager
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Wildwood students benefit from hands-on learning

Schools Foundation announces scholarships
Puyallup Schools Foundation, a non-
profit, charitable organization that
receives tax-deductible donations for the
educational needs of Puyallup School
District students, named the following
scholarship recipients for 2004:
Carole Binkley Memorial Scholar-
ship:  Megan Hudson, Kathleen Ross,
and Hannah Wells (Emerald Ridge)
Tom Brown Memorial Scholarship:   
Daniel Larson (Emerald Ridge), Darrin
Trageser (Puyallup), and Tristan Morris
(Rogers)
Viola Brown Memorial Scholarship:   
Megan Hudson (Emerald Ridge),
DonRay McKnight (Puyallup), and
Molly Callaghan (Rogers)
Vernon Hill Memorial Scholarship:     
Nathan Shields (Puyallup)
Hunt Elementary Scholarship: Emilie
Bunderson (Emerald Ridge)
Duane Kaiser Vocational Metals
Manufacturing Scholarship: Bradford
Goodman (Puyallup)
Joseph & Phoebe Kunkel Scholar-
ship:   Cole Davis (Emerald Ridge),
Thomas J. Haynes (Puyallup), and
Courtney Plummer (Rogers)

Mary E. Kupfer Scholarship: Quy Ha
Le, Rafael Carrido, and Erica Carlson
(Emerald Ridge), Graham Kirn, Katheryne
Wilson, and Danielle Henry (Puyallup),
and David Wu, Judith Lee, and Lindsey
Marburger (Rogers)
E. Arthur Larson Scholarship: Kris
Gallagher and Lindsey Marburger
(Rogers)
Gertrude Hansen-Kurt Bargmeyer
Scholarship: Molly Callaghan (Rogers)
Louise A. Lyon Scholarship: Katie
Fellows (Puyallup)
Dena McCallum Inspirational Award:
Brooke Steck (Emerald Ridge)
Lisa McHugh Memorial Scholarship: 
Marquel Mussie and Matthew Swendsen
(Emerald Ridge)
Connie Jo Miller Memorial Scholar-
ship:   Elizabeth Miles (Emerald Ridge),
and Danielle Doutre (Rogers)
Stan Moe Mathematics Scholarship:
Todd Dust (Puyallup)
May Nelson Scholarship: Emily Ryan
(Emerald Ridge), Joseph Ogden
(Puyallup), and Leah Hafterson (Rogers)
Carol Ota Scholarship: Jacob Harding
and Amanda Murdoch (Emerald Ridge)

Dr. John Parrish Memorial Scholar-
ship: Denise Johnson (Puyallup)
S.A.M. Scholarship:  Rachel  Prokop
(Puyallup)
Mark & Emma Snow Memorial
Scholarship: Tiffany O�Kroy and Jolynn
Rawson (Puyallup)
Richard G. Sorenson Trust Scholar-
ship:    Craig Jewell (Puyallup)
James Taylor Memorial Scholarship:
John Kindle (Rogers)
E.B. Walker Cup Award: Kailyn Bons
(Walker)
Harold O. Wilen Scholarship: Laura
Kelley (Emerald Ridge), Claire Herold
(Puyallup), and Stephanie Murphy
(Rogers)
Yates Family Scholarship: Jacob
Hubbard and Paul Carmichael  (Puyallup)

Anyone wishing to establish a scholarship
for Puyallup School District students may
contact Foundation President Gary Larson
at (253) 845-4023 or (253) 848-1503.
Puyallup Schools Foundation is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organiza-
tion and donations are tax deductible.

Wildwood Elementary teacher Cindy Weston helps
students learn about marine life.

Third graders in Cindy Weston�s class at
Wildwood Elementary know more about
marine science than books alone have to offer
thanks to donations of help and supplies from
community and parent volunteers.

During a lesson last spring, students
dissected sharks, clams, and squid and
studied marine life using flexible
cameras and high-powered microscopes
hooked up to television sets. Ron May,

Science and
Technology
Division Chair-
man at Pierce
College�s Fort
Steilacoom
campus  brought
four sharks to the
school and led
third graders in
the dissection
lab. In addition
to learning more
about science,
students talked
with May about
opportunities
available to them
in the future at
Pierce College,
says Weston.

The culminating activity for the marine
science unit was the construction of a 10-
x 25-foot inflatable submarine. Students
created skylights and portholes depicting
three classifications of marine life:
invertebrates, fish, and marine mammals
with help from student teacher Mike
Holten and Enumclaw High School
graduate Josh Weston, who was working
last spring on his culminating project.

Several businesses contributed to the success
of the marine science and other classroom
projects.  Absher Construction and Mohawk
Plastics donated plastic supplies, and Ben
Franklin gave a discount on art supplies for
the submarine construction. Safeway and
Rodda Paint also donated supplies for
classroom projects, and Celebrate Seniority
members taught a lesson on anatomy and
nutrition using music and puppetry.

�Parent and community involvement
allow teachers to do an amazing amount
of extra activities that enhance learning,�
says Weston.

Students place in
state, national events
Students shined in state and national
competitions this past year in extra-
curricular and class activities and clubs
including speech and debate, journal-
ism, video communications, DECA,
Future Farmers of America, culinary
arts, and information technology.

Most recently in June, students from
Rogers and Puyallup high schools
competed and brought home awards
from the national speech and debate
tournament in Utah. Peter Van Elswyk, a
senior this year at Rogers High, com-
peted in Lincoln Douglas Debate with
more than 200 top debaters from around
the nation. He was the only Washington
state student to advance to finals and
ended up in the top 20. Nearly 150
students from Puyallup, Rogers, and
Emerald Ridge high schools partici-
pated in the National Forensic League in
a variety of speech and debate tourna-
ments this year. The newest team at
Emerald Ridge High brought home
eight regional awards this year.

Emerald Ridge High speech
and debate team (top row, from
left): Sandi Lemka, Kelly
Kamstra, and Anna Paul.
(Bottom row, from left): Tim
Field, Chrystle Heller, Jonathan
An, and Evangeleen Dansby.

(photo courtesy of  Lorraine Jones)

(photo courtesy of Cindy Weston)



.

Beginning this fall, shuttle buses that
were traditionally used to transport
overflow students from their neighbor-
hood schools to nearby sites will be
discontinued so that students do not
miss instructional time traveling to and
from other schools.

The elimination of shuttles for over-
flow students is part of a student
housing plan for 2004-05 approved in
April by the District Board of Educa-
tion. The Board also agreed to proceed
with a districtwide elementary and
junior high boundary study in prepara-
tion for the opening of elementary
schools #22 and #23 and junior high
#7. The three schools are scheduled to
be built over the next four years with

funds approved by voters in the February
2004 bond election.

Overflow students have traditionally been
reassigned to other than their neighborhood
schools for the purpose of balancing class
size, especially in overcrowded facilities.
To help accommodate these students, some
schools will see changes in how specialized
programs and instruction are delivered.
Plans also include relocating some special
programs to less crowded schools.

Some elementary schools, for example, will
see increased class sizes. The School District
and Puyallup Education Association have
agreed on a plan that addresses larger class
sizes by providing additional paraeducators
or teachers. Plans also include relocating

programs that have traditionally been housed
in portable classrooms to other areas of the
school buildings or to other District sites.
If enrollment exceeds projections this fall at
schools that are already crowded, entire
classrooms may be moved to neighboring
schools and classroom starting times will be
adjusted accordingly to assure that students
do not miss instruction, says Jane Queen,
Executive Director of Elementary Educa-
tion. �We are doing what is in the best
interest of our students,� says Queen. �We
want to make sure they have full access to
instruction at their neighborhood schools.�

The Puyallup School District will
continue to provide transportation to
elementary regional programs: QUEST
and all-day kindergarten.

Students to be housed at neighborhood schools in 2004-05 New school
administrators
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continued from page 9

Pope Elementary students
celebrated meeting their
schoolwide goal of  35,000
Accelerated Reader points �
equal to reading and passing
quizzes on about 21,000 books �
by sending their administrators
up in a hot air balloon and down
into a dunk tank. (Left): Last
year�s Principal Vince Pecchia
and Assistant Principal Cory
Crawford lift about 40 feet off the
school grounds in a balloon
donated by Tacoma ReMax
realtor Darryl Snow. (Right)!
Crawford is dunked on field day.

Oh, the places they�ll go with reading!

Casey Cox has been
named capital
projects educational
planner.  In this role
he will provide
technical and
administrative leadership and direction
for the educational planning of the
District�s capital facility projects. Cox
started with the District in 1998 as
assistant principal at Puyallup High
School.  In 2000, he moved to Emerald
Ridge High School as assistant principal
before becoming principal there in
2003.  His teaching career began in
1990 in Yelm where he also served two
years as an administrative assistant at
Yelm High School. Cox earned his
bachelor�s of science and master�s of
science degrees from Washington State
University.

Glenn Malone has
been selected as
capital projects
technology planner.
He will provide
technical and

administrative leadership and direction
for the educational planning of the
District�s educational technology
projects. Before accepting this new
position, Malone served three years as
principal of Firgrove Elementary
School. He joined Firgrove after serving
five years as principal of Maplewood
Elementary School. He began in the
Puyallup School District in 1995.
Malone has a bachelor�s degree from
Western Washington University and a
master�s degree from Central Washing-
ton University.

Capital Projects
Technology
Planner

Capital Projects
Educational
Planner
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For students in Washington state, a required culminating project means that every student attending high school does career exploration to determine their career
pathways and develops an educational plan to help them attain their goals.  Over the course of their high school careers, students develop portfolios that demon-
strate their skills and interests.  They write a research paper and conduct a community-based experience consisting of 20 hours outside of the school day.  Stu-
dents then make a presentation to a community panel and receive feedback on their efforts. These two pages highlight a culminating project completed by a
graduating senior last June from each of the District�s four high schools.

Spotlight on culminating projects

Crouching in the bushes, Private
Nicholas Then of the First Infantry
Division narrowly evaded German
soldiers.  With the sounds of gunfire in
the distance, Then had the good fortune
to know how the story would end.  For
this Rogers High 2004 graduate,
participating in a World War II reenact-
ment with the Pacific Northwest
Historical Group as his community
experience for his culminating project
made history come to life.

Then focused his research topic on the
history of the First Infantry Division and
gave his culminating project presentation
dressed as a soldier, even down to his
stance as he stood at attention.  Because
of his age, we was granted the status of
Private because that would have been the
rank he would have been given as a
World War II junior enlisted soldier.

The reenactment, conducted at Ft. Stevens,
pitted the soldiers of the First Infantry

Division against the German army.  Then
became interested in reenactments and
World War II when his father became
involved with the group.  Although he does
not have an interest in pursuing a military
career, the experience of living like a

soldier was interesting to try.

�It was kind of hard because we were
marching, and it was really hot,� he says.
�I should emphasize that we only use
blanks and not live ammunition for the

reenactment.  During the reenactment,
the soldiers who are shot are considered
KIA or Killed in Action.�

In addition to this challenging experi-
ence, Then also learned a great deal
about World War II history.  �I learned
more about the history involved and what
maneuvers they did,� says Then.  �I
learned how to use my weapon and we
practiced rifle drills and cadence march-
ing.  I also learned about how many
people died serving our country.�

While Then plans to continue learning
about history through participation in
World War II reenactments, his identi-
fied career pathway is to study photog-
raphy to become a newspaper photogra-
pher.  He was named one of the top 20
seniors at Rogers High School this year
and also received the Paul Stilnovich
Award, in memory of the late Rogers
principal, for doing �exemplary work�
on his senior project.

World War II re-enactment provides hands-on history lesson

Student helps English language learners
Habla español?  The challenge of learning
a second language is one many students in
the Puyallup School District pursue each
year.  For Emerald Ridge High 2004
graduate Dania Whitmire, helping native
Spanish speakers learn English was the
focus of her culminating project.

Whitmire helped students enrolled in
English as a Second Language (ESL)
classes at St. Francis House in downtown
Puyallup.  St. Francis House offers classes
every night and operates through All
Saints Church.  Students are separated into
English classes based on their English
proficiency, with level 1 as the entry point
for new language learners.

�I really had to use Spanish more than I

used English,� says Whitmire.  �At first, I
was afraid to speak in Spanish, but the
people I worked with really helped me
improve my Spanish skills.�

She worked with students with level 2 or
level 3 English skills and listened to
them as they read out of a book and
answered questions about the reading.
She spent nearly 30 hours working with
the students at St. Francis House, either
individually or in small groups, and was
impressed by their motivation and
commitment to learning.

�The most memorable part of the project
was getting to work with the people,� says
Whitmire.  �We take so much for granted.
They work hard all day, then they come to

class at night on their own
time so they can learn
English and make a better
life for themselves and for
their families.�

Whitmire had initially
selected business and
marketing as her career
pathway, but after the
experience at St. Francis
House, she has developed
an interest in exploring a
career in health and
human services.  She will
be attending the Univer-
sity of Washington in the
fall, and plans to take
Spanish classes.

Nicholas Then (right) participated in a World War II reenactment with
fellow members of  the Pacific Northwest Historical Group.

Dania Whitmire used Spanish skills to help
English language learners at St. Francis
House in Puyallup.



For Puyallup High graduate Mary Leingang, July 2003
was a time of change as she moved to Puyallup from
Portland, Ore.  A former International Baccaulareate (IB)
student, Leingang learned that she would be required to
complete a culminating project in order to graduate.
Since students in Oregon are not required to complete a
project of this sort, Leingang discovered that she would
need to complete the requirements over the course of one
year instead of over three years like other students in the
Puyallup School District.

�My main focus was to get the requirements done in order
to graduate,� says Leingang.  �I was not enthused about
taking this on, especially since I had already worked hard
enough to do well in school and graduate.�

For Leingang, who grew up in southeast Portland, the
Boys and Girls Club was an important part of her
community.  Although she was not a member of the club,
she played on the basketball team and spent time at the
clubhouse with friends who were members.  She looked at
opportunities for a community experience, and the Boys
and Girls Club of Federal Way was a strong match with
her interests and background.

�The Boys and Girls Club was a part of my community in
Portland, so I had some idea about what to expect,� said

Leingang.  �After volunteering at the Boys and Girls Club
in Federal Way for just a few weeks, I felt like I�d been
there for months.�

Leingang worked alongside the staff of the Boys and
Girls Club with the students and played basketball and
board games with them.  She also helped students with
homework, visited with them about their day at school,
and prepared snacks for them in the afternoon.  Even after
she finished her 20-hour volunteer commitment, Leingang
continued to volunteer with the children one afternoon a
week last spring.

�Community leadership experiences like this really help,�
says Allison Schmidt, a staff member at the Boys and
Girls Club of Federal Way who worked with Leingang.
�Mary is very involved and very outgoing with the kids
here.  A lot of the kids have developed relationships with
her, so we�re glad she�s coming back this summer.�

Leingang�s six to nine page persuasive research paper
examined truancy prevention programs and why some are
ineffective at motivating kids to learn.  While the process
of writing a research paper with specific requirements for
citations was nothing new to her, she found the subject
matter engaging.  �I really felt passionate about doing the
research,� she says.

When an airplane flies overhead, Raymond Wadley, a
2004 graduate of Walker High School, sees more than
just an aircraft.

Through his community experience at Pacific Coast
Composites in Tacoma, and his research on unmanned
aerial vehicles, Wadley has learned about aircraft down
to the nuts and bolts.

For his culminating project, Wadley decided to do his
paper and project on the past, present, and future uses of
unmanned aerial vehicles.  While they can be used for a
variety of different tasks like patrolling areas, perhaps
their greatest strength is the fact that they can be de-
ployed in sensitive areas without having to risk a human
death if the vehicle is shot down.

For his community experience, Wadley worked at
Pacific Coast Composites in Tacoma, a small company
that sells materials for use in aircraft repairs.  He
prepared the materials for shipping and checked to
ensure that customers were getting just the right

Mary Leingang works with children at the
Boys and Girls Club of  Federal Way.

amount.  Wadley now works there on a part-time basis
as an employee and planned to work there full-time
through the summer.

�I�m the third employee besides the president and vice
president of the company,� says Wadley, �so I help to do
just about everything.�

As for the portfolio and research paper component of the
culminating experience, Wadley enjoyed the chance to
select a topic of interest to him.

�There were really a lot of parts to the project,� he says.
�The most challenging part of the process was finding the
most relevant information and framing it in a persuasive
way.  We also had to present the project in a way that is
professional.  I�m glad that I was able to take something
I�m already interested in and do my project on it.�

Wadley has a longstanding interest in aircraft.  In the fall,
he plans to join the Air Force and would like to become a
fighter pilot.

Student volunteers with children at Boys and Girls Club

Fighter pilot hopeful learns about aircraft
during high school community experience

Raymond Wadley prepares items for
shipping at Pacific Coast Composites in
Tacoma.
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Students build, upgrade, and maintain school Web sites

continued on page 15

A team of three high school work-based
learning students, led by Rogers High
School senior Jeff Miller, are building,
upgrading, and maintaining Web sites for
the District�s 31 schools.

The Web development team�s environment
is both collaborative and creative.
Principals and school staff from the
individual schools share their vision for
their school site with the team, then the
work-based learning students � known
internally as the �Web dev� team � work
collaboratively to make it a reality.

The students who work on the team are
both self-taught and formally instructed
in Web design.  As the manager of the
team, Miller organizes the workload
and creates timelines for various
projects.  �It�s great to see everyone
work together to get answers to prob-
lems,� he says.  �There are different
steps they go through for each Web site,
from drafting the site to working
through the approval stage.�

Senior Evan Windsor, of Puyallup High
School, joined the team last February.  �It
is a good opportunity to use my program-
ming skills, and the hours work well for

me,� says Windsor.  �I love computers, so
I hope someday to be a rock star who uses
his computer programming skills to pay
the bills.�

On a typical day, the students arrive in
the afternoon and check their email to see
if they have any contact from school

principals regarding the sites they are
building or updating.  Depending on that
communication, the entire team may be
deployed to make an urgent update to a
Web site.  For example, they recently
took the accelerated reading list for
Spinning Elementary School and re-
sorted it from an alphabetical list of

books to a list sorted by reading level.
Since they had to re-sort the list of 5,000
books in one day and post it to the site,
the entire team pitched in to help.

Each student usually works on one site at a
time and asks for help from the team when
there is a need for feedback or help
solving a problem.  They have also found
that they can learn new computer skills
from each other.

According to Nick Young, a 2004 Rogers
High graduate, �It�s a really good
opportunity to design Web sites.  It�s like
having the job before having to pay the
bills, and it�s a good environment to learn
in.�  Young plans to attend Bates Techni-
cal College this year and take classes in
Web development.

Puyallup High School 2004 graduate
Jonathan Peterson has had an interest in
computers ever since he dismantled his
family�s Commodore 64 and had to learn
how to put it back together again.  He
wants to become a computer technician or
a Web developer, and he plans to take
classes this year at Clover Park Technical
College in computer support, program-
ming and Web development.

Nicole Henrick and Pawandeep
Chatha have one thing in
common � a vocational  interest
in law that they both had a
chance to experience first-hand
last year by participating in a
work-based learning program.

Whether working in a legal or
business environment, the student
graduates learned in their senior
year last year that on-the-job
training provides more than just a
paycheck.

Work-based learning is offered at
all four high schools, with three
faculty working in the community
to coordinate the program for
more than 230 students.  Students
work in a range of work environ-
ments and use a broad range of

skills developed through their academic
coursework.

Nicole Henrick, a Rogers High School
work-based learning student last year,
spent the past two-and-a-half years
working at Super Cuts.  �I originally
wanted to become a cosmetologist, but I
decided to check into work-based learning
to learn more about my options.�

Shannon Steedman, who coordinates work-
based learning opportunities for students at
Rogers, suggested Henrick consider
applying for a position at Claims Manage-
ment, a company providing paralegal
support to a range of attorneys.  Henrick
applied and was selected for the position.

�In January, I got the job and just fell in
love with it,� says Henrick.  �I never
thought I would work with attorneys, but

Nicole Henrick, a senior last year at
Rogers High, worked side by side with
paralegals in her work-based learning
job in Puyallup.

now I�m going to Tacoma Community
College next year to become a paralegal.�
She would like to work in a law office in
downtown Seattle.

In her current position, she works side by
side with paralegals helping prepare files
and claims and copying demands and
settlement papers.  Although she hasn�t
actually met an attorney yet, Henrick is
now very interested in law and sees how
her natural organization skills and focus
are a good match for the professional
environment of a law firm.

Henrick is particularly thankful for the
encouragement she received from
Steedman to apply for the job.  �She
opened my eyes to new things,� says
Henrick.  �I�ve worked since my sopho-

Helping to develop school Web sites are (from left) Evan Windsor,
Jonathan Peterson, and Nick Young.

On-the-job training taps into students� interests
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Spotlight on student achievement

Being able to graduate alongside his
Puyallup High School peers was an
experience Neil Ystad was determined not
to miss. �It meant everything to me,� he
says. �On a scale of 1 to 10, it was a 15.�

Thanks to a new Web-based computer
learning program that helps students like
Ystad recover credit for classes they
failed or missed prior to graduation, more
than 100 seniors throughout the School
District passed their classes and proudly
participated in their commencement
exercises in June.

The new program also served 24 student
dropouts, some of whom were only one
class short of graduating before they
disappeared in recent years from the
District�s classrooms. Nine of those
students also passed their needed classes
and completed their culminating projects
in time to graduate in June. Others are
finishing their make-up work this year,
and more are on a waiting list and eager to participate.

�I want my students to leave my classroom knowing they
can overcome any obstacle life throws at them and that
there is someone out there who is in their corner,� says
Carol Legate, lead teacher at Summit School � the name
this District gave to the program that educates student
drop-outs, credit-deficient high school students, and
students in special education in a portable classroom
adjacent to the Sparks Stadium parking lot.

Other satellite computer ports were set up at Rogers,
Emerald Ridge, and Walker high schools and referred to
by the computer program�s trademark name, �NovaNET.�

Legate, who had seen the success of a similar program
curriculum when she worked at a school in Texas, worked
with Suzan Zakhary,  Assistant Director of Special
Services, to provide the program at no cost to students.

�NovaNET offers everything from foreign language to
physiology, and courses are aligned with the State�s
Essential Learnings,� says Zakhary. �We�re not changing
our instruction. We�re just offering it in a different way.�

Ystad, a senior last year at Puyallup High School, was
.5 credits (one class) short of graduating after he
failed his twelfth-grade civics class in the fall quarter.

Web-based computer learning program helps
students make up classes and graduate on time

Danny Dorgan, a senior this year at Puyallup High School,
worked after school last year to make up a failed class in
a new, interactive computer learning program.

He enrolled in NovaNET and completed the class
while he finished the rest of his high school gradua-
tion requirements at Puyallup High School. �I am
really, really thankful for the program,� says Ystad.
He plans to enroll in college this fall and study
welding and computers.

Ystad�s mother, Wendy, says she is just as thrilled about
the program and the chance it gave her son to graduate
with his classmates.  �It�s a big deal to be able to walk
with your class. This is a great opportunity because it
helps kids to work at their own pace.�

Heather Cruise, a senior last year at Puyallup High, also
was just a half-credit short of meeting her graduation
requirements and made-up a failed English class in time
to graduate and pursue a career in cosmetology. She
attended Summit School twice a week after school to
complete her class.

While the intent was to first help seniors who needed
credits to graduate, the program became so popular
that it expanded to serve juniors who also had failed at
least one class. �Quite simply, this is a lifesaver for
these kids,� says Baron Coleman, a special education
and Summit School teacher. Plans this year are to
expand the number of computer ports so that more
students can be served.
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Work-based learning

more year, so I�m really excited to have found something
so unexpected that�s such a good match with my skills.�

For Puyallup High School graduate Pawandeep Chatha,
her work-based learning job in the Puyallup School
District�s Accounting Department gave her hands-on
experience that she hopes will help her prepare to own
her own retail store.  With interests in international
business and law, Chatha will be attending the Univer-
sity of Washington next year.

�She�s scary smart,� says Lynn Uglick, the School
District�s
Accounting
Manager.
�Pawandeep
keeps eight to
10 of us
scrambling to
keep her busy,
she�s so fast.�

Kim Root, the
Work-based
Learning
Coordinator
and account-
ing teacher at
Puyallup High
School, told
her about the
job opening
and suggested
she apply.

�The people
here are really
nice,� says
Chatha.  �I
thought this
job would include working in books and dealing with
money, but here we do most of our work on computers
and the money isn�t central to what I do.  I�ve learned a
lot about how schools work � things like ASB funds and
capital projects.�

Like Henrick, Chatha is interested in legal work and
hopes to combine her skills in accounting with law.
Chatha�s family moved to Puyallup from Punjab, India,
when she was eight years old, and she is fluent in
Punjabi, Hindi, and English.   Because of her exposure to
another justice system, Chatha has developed an interest
in learning more about the US justice system.  �In India,
there�s not a lot of justice since bribes are so common,�
says Chatha.  �Here, I feel like the system works.�

Puyallup High graduate
Pawandeep Chatha assisted
with business accounting
projects in the School District
Accounting Office.
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scheduled
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Students become inventors at summer camp

QUEST is a program for highly capable
elementary students in the Puyallup
School District. Testing for grades 2-6
will begin on September 13, 2004.  First-
grade testing will occur in January 2005.

In the pullout program, selected students
spend one full day per school week at the
enrichment center located behind
Maplewood Elementary.  The goal of this
program is to provide challenges for
students with high ability, academic aptitude,
or unique creative thinking ability. Staff,
parents, students, and community members
can make student referrals for QUEST. 
Forms are available at the QUEST office or
at any elementary school office.  Students
interested in placement in this program are
administered ability and achievement tests at
the QUEST building located at 428 11th

Street SW, in Puyallup.  Completed parent
forms must be on file in the QUEST office
before testing takes place.
 
For more information, contact the
QUEST office at (253) 841-8751 or visit
the website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
programs/quest.

Schools to showcase
programs on Fair
Day September 15
The Puyallup School District will
showcase many of its programs on Fair
Day Wednesday, September 15 at the
Western Washington Fairgrounds.
Activities are planned in the Education
Building from 10 am to 10 pm. Demon-
strations will take place on stage, and
booths will spotlight educational
programs throughout the day.

Calendars available
The 2004-05 District wall calendar is
available free at school buildings and at
the Education Service Center, 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup. This year�s
calendar theme is �Celebrating 150 Years
of Excellence.�

Kyle Lindbo, a third grader
at Stewart Elementary, tests
his handcrafted boat for
seaworthiness.

National trainer to speak at October assets conference
A senior trainer with a nationally-
recognized research organization will be
the keynote speaker this fall as the
community meets to address how
individuals and groups can work together
to support area youth.

Jim Conway is a veteran trainer with the
Minnesota-based Search Institute. He is a
public speaker and trainer in the United
States and abroad for organizations and
communities interested in building
developmental assets for and with youth.

The conference, which begins at 8am on
Thursday, October 28 at Bethany Baptist

conference. The South Hill and Puyallup
Rotary Clubs paid for the developmental
assets surveys.

Communities in Schools (CIS) of
Puyallup, which is organizing the October
conference, hopes to attract a wide variety
of community members, including parents,
students, educators, service groups, senior
citizens, and representatives from faith
and business communities.

If interested in participating or for more
information, contact Chris Loftis,
Executive Director of CIS of Puyallup, at
(253) 840-8917.

Church in Puyallup will focus on the results
of recent surveys that asked students in the
Puyallup School District questions pertain-
ing to a nationally-recognized list of 40
developmental assets. The Search Institute
has identified 40 concrete, positive
experiences and qualities that have an
influence on young people�s lives and
choices, especially during adolescent years.

About 1,800 students randomly selected in
grades six, eight, and 11 throughout the
School District were surveyed in February,
and the results of their comments and
those from community surveys are being
compiled for discussions at the October

Shipwrecked for a week on a deserted
island, a group of elementary students
resort to using materials from their
capsized boat and items washed ashore to
make stick and shell journals to record
their experiences, toy boats to race, and
sand candles to provide light.

Down the hall, their classmates face
challenges of their own. Their spaceship
crashes on Planet Zak while en route to
Earth, and they are challenged to use

Alxya Sessions, a fourth grader
at Woodland Elementary, tinkers
in the �Take Apart� unit.

creativity, teamwork, and problem-
solving skills to reassemble their
spacecraft with common objects on one
day, create shelter and clothing for their
week-long stay the next, and design
ways to launch their spacecraft in time
for a blast-off countdown on the final
day on the planet.

Imaginations ran wild for more than 60
elementary students for one week in June
during Camp Invention at Karshner
Elementary School. The camp, modeled
after a national program from Ohio and
offered for the first time in this District,
featured activities and lessons that
combined science, math, history, the arts,
and a good dose of summer fun.

�I�m making a boat!� squealed Ryan Harris,
a second grader at Hunt Elementary. �My
first one got all wet and soggy, but I�ve got
extra cardboard underneath this one.�

In addition to becoming shipwreck survivors
and outer space pioneers, students assumed
the role of designers and engineers as they
created new and improved safety features for
skateboards, and built and crash-tested
automobiles. In the �Take Apart� unit,
campers tinkered with discarded appliances
to see how they work, created inventions of
their own, and learned how inventors protect
their ideas with patents.

�Every child went away so much more
confident about science and problem-
solving,� says camp Director Betsy

Fletcher. Fletcher was assisted by several
teachers and volunteers.

Students who could not otherwise afford
to attend the camp were able to do so
with scholarships from several people or
groups, including Toyota of Puyallup,
PEO Chapter GC, and District staff
members.


