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Art docents help students tap into creative talents and history

Art docent Kathy Rickard helps second grader Kammie Frey create
a crayon resist at Brouillet Elementary School.

Fourth grader Mitchell Baldridge
molds clay and uses colored
wire to create a face sculpture at
Mt. View Elementary School.

It may never hang in the Louvre, but to the
artists and their parents, their paintings
and other works of art rank among the
world’s great masters.

Helping Puyallup School District elemen-
tary school students unleash their inner
artist is a group of volunteer art docents.
The art docent program, which is active in
more than half of Puyallup School
District’s 21 elementary schools, offers
volunteers an opportunity to come into
classrooms and teach students about art.

On a recent day at Brouillet Elementary,
parent Kathy Rickard worked with students
on crayon resist. The second graders first

used crayons to draw pictures, then brushed
on an overlay of paint to create the resist.
Across town at Mt. View Elementary,
parent Kim Rowe taught students about
Paul Gauguin, one of the leading French
painters of the post-Impressionist period.
She helped students as they molded clay
face sculptures and decorated them with
colorful wire hair, glasses, and jewelry.

Rickard, art docent coordinator at
Brouillet Elementary, said she realized a
few years back that elementary school
students weren’t getting enough exposure
to the fine arts. She said she had heard of a
program at other schools in this district
where parents and other volunteers gave
classroom art lessons and wanted to see if
there was any interest in doing the same
thing at Brouillet. “We put out an interest
flier and got about 15 people at the first
meeting,” Rickard said.

With those first 15 interested parents, the
Art Docent program at Brouillet was off
and running. This year, Brouillet has more
than 40 docents and a high demand for
their services from teachers.

Second-grade teacher Trish Peterson said
having Rickard in her room as an art
docent has been great. “The kids just love
having her here, and they really seem to
love the projects.”

While educating students about the fine
arts is a major component of the art docent
program, fostering the students’ creativity
and letting them have fun is also impor-
tant, Rickard said. “The kids just eat it up,
but we get back way more from the kids.”
Mt. View Elementary students are also

benefiting from an active art docent
program, which began four years ago and
features monthly docent visits in each
classroom. The program is sponsored by
the Interurban Center for the Arts, an arts
service organization through the Green
River Community College Foundation.

Parent and Art Docent Coordinator Kim
Rowe said the program is a “great way to
get the community involved with the
schools and to educate the students.”

A group of  fourth graders huddled around
Rowe to show off their clay face sculptures
and ask for advice on how to make the wire
look like their hair or their jewelry. As she

gave them pointers, a smaller group of
students worked diligently in the back of
the classroom glazing ceramic figures.

Brouillet, Mt. View, Firgrove, and other
schools showcase student art during
annual art exhibits that are open to the
community. Some schools make and sell
note cards using color copies of the
student’s original masterpieces. Proceeds
are set aside for paint brushes, oil and
pastel kits, and other art supplies.

This month’s art shows include: Firgrove
Elementary, March 23, 6-8 p.m.; Brouillet
Elementary, March 27, 6:30-8 p.m.; and
Mt. View Elementary, March 30, 6-8 p.m..

Thank you

 voters!
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Puyallup School District as part of a communi-
cations link between the district and the com-
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board and district staff a venue to inform com-
munity members about programs, goals, and
activities of public education in the Puyallup
School District.  Please direct questions or com-
ments to Karen Hansen, director of communi-
cations and executive services, PO Box 370,
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 841-8703;
or e-mail khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Re-
sponses, as appropriate, will be provided di-
rectly to those who contact this office.
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Puyallup School District No. 3 complies
with all federal rules and regulations and
does not discriminate or permit harassment
on the basis of  race, creed, color, marital
status, age, national origin, religion, or
disability. This holds true for all students
who are interested in participating
in educational programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the district's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Officer and Section 504
Coordinator (Larry Sera, Assistant
Superintendent of Human Resources) at
302 Second St., S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

More than 1,200 guests visit schools on Grandparent’s Day

I wish to express my sincere gratitude and
“thank you” to the voters in the Puyallup
School District for approving the School
Programs and Operation Levy on February
7, 2006.

On election night, staff and community
volunteers anxiously waited at the
Educational Service Center for the magic
moment when the Pierce County Auditor’s
Office would release its first election
report.

At approximately 8:38 p.m., the first votes
were tallied and reported on the auditor’s
Web site.

Those of us in the room jumped in
excitement and hugged one another in
celebration of the 65.24 percent “yes” vote
to approve the levy. The initial margin of
voter support was so great on election
night that we were very upbeat and knew
that we had achieved our goal of educating
voters on the importance of this election
and what it means to our students.

On Friday, February 17, the election was

officially certified by the auditor with a
66.64 percent “yes” approval rating — the
highest approval rating in 14 years.

This recent election demonstrated our
community’s continued tradition of
support for Puyallup’s students, staff, and
school programs. The decision to support
our students, made by a supermajority of
voters, is important in many ways. The
success of our levy election builds positive
perception and public confidence as we
compete with other school districts to
recruit staff  who desire to work in a
community-supported school district.
Stabilized funding allows us to develop a

summer school support program for
students failing to meet WASL standards,
build a balanced budget for the 2006-07
school year, and continue to carry out the
school board’s important and multifaceted
annual goals and initiatives to improve
student achievement.

In the coming months and throughout the
2006-07 school year, we will be faced
with the numerous challenges of operat-
ing a large suburban school district in an
era of increasing accountability that
begins with the administration of the
WASL to the members of the Class of
2008 — the first class required to pass
the WASL in order to graduate. Fortu-
nately, the district is  positioned for great
success. We appreciate serving the
citizens in our supportive community —
one that is vibrant, energized, growing in
student enrollment, and remodeling and
building new schools to meet future
enrollment demands.

It is a great time to be in the Puyallup
School District, and I am truly honored to
serve as your superintendent.

Grandparents and other special guests
joined elementary students throughout
the Puyallup School District for lunch on
January 13 in honor of Grandparent’s
Day. In addition to lunch, guests had a
chance to see student work and, in some
cases, watch musical presentations.

Districtwide, 1,279 school lunches were
served to guests on Grandparent’s Day.
Students walked with their guests through
the lunch lines and salad bars, often
pointing out their favorite food items
along the way. For additional photos of
Grandparent’s Day, visit the school district
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.

Photo at left: Jack “Grandpa”
Scheerer opens a card made by
his grandson, John Scheerer, on
Grandparent’s Day at Shaw
Road Elementary School.
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Voters approve
replacement levyOne of the great aspects of America is the

democratic process whereby our citizens
get a chance to regularly vote on issues
that affect them daily. How a citizen votes
is a great indicator of whether they are
satisfied with the job being done.

In a democratic process, our vote is either
“yes” or “no.” We don’t get a chance to
vote choices such as “kind of” or
“maybe.” This up or down opportunity
comes around every four years for the
Puyallup School District in the form of a
levy election. The voters’ trust in the
ability of the district to provide for our
students is put to a test.

All of us associated with your school
district are vitally interested in doing as
good a job as possible with the resources
we receive. It is critical that the students in
the Puyallup School District are provided
instruction and resources that will help
them achieve the goals they set for their

future. The funds provided through the
levy are vitally important in creating the
educational environment that our citizens
expect from our schools. It is for this
reason that we anxiously awaited the
election results. Would we be able to
continue with the work laid out or would
changes in the way we educate our kids be
necessary?

Because of state law, the issues involved
in school levy elections, and the require-
ment to achieve a 60 percent voter
approval rate, have to be especially
convincing. To achieve a 60 percent

supermajority in any election is consid-
ered a landslide. The recent 66.64
percent approval of the levy on February
7 was greatly cheered around the district
as it indicates tangible satisfaction that
our educators are doing an excellent job
in teaching our kids. The passage of the
levy creates a stable source of funding
that will continue to provide the enriched
educational environment that we have
come to expect. Much of the extracur-
ricular activities and electives are
supported by the levy funds as are much
of their basic needs such as security at
our schools and transportation of our
students.

Many of our citizens and staff spent
valuable free time to support the recent
levy election. On behalf of our district, I
want to say “thank you for your work.” To
our community, “thank you for the funding
you provide to educate our most important
asset — our kids!”

Science comes to life at Emerald Ridge High

Emerald Ridge High School students (from left) Brad Jay, Phillip
Alessandra, and Aaron Byford test a water filtration device during
Science Week.

Levy provides stable school funding source

The following dates have been estab-
lished for the 2006-07 school year.

First Day of School: September 6, 2006

Thanksgiving Break: November 23-24,
2006

Winter Break: December 18, 2006
through January 1, 2007

Mid-Winter Break: February 19-20, 2007

Spring Break: April 2-6, 2007

Last Day of School: June 20, 2007

Early dismissal information will be
released following the conclusion of
negotiations between the School District
and the Puyallup Education Association.
Updates will be posted on the District
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.

The 2006-07 district wall calendar
containing all non-school days and early
dismissal information will be available
in school buildings when school opens
in September.

Calendar dates set for
2006-07 school year If there is ever a tsunami, hurricane, or

volcano, the students at Emerald Ridge
High School will know what to do.

Whether it is building a filtration system
to gain fresh water or learning to
calculate latitude and longitude to figure
out their exact location, these students
will have first-hand knowledge thanks
to lessons learned during Science Week.

Each year during “winterim,” the time
period between semesters, Emerald Ridge
hosts a week devoted to different aspects
of student learning — Business Week,
World Week, and Science Week. This
year, Science Week focused on natural
disasters and included talks by guest
speakers from throughout the community.
“It is focused on science concepts,” said
Smaller Learning Communities Coordina-
tor Lisa Kusche. “We look at the science
behind disaster recovery.”

For more of this Science Week story,
including a collection of photos, visit
the school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.

Puyallup School District voters have
overwhelmingly approved a four-year
school programs and operation replace-
ment tax levy to help pay for teachers
and other education expenses not funded
or under-funded by the state.

The levy passed with 66.64 percent of
the voters in favor, according to the
February 7 election results certified by
the Pierce County Auditor’s Office.

“We have overwhelming appreciation
and support for our community,” said
Board President Diana Seeley. “This
money will touch every child in the
district in some way.”

Local levy dollars pay for about 20
percent of the total revenue needed to
maintain current levels of school district
programs and operation.
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Student learning plans help boost achievement

Rogers High School Principal Scott Brittain develops a student
learning plan with tenth grader Eric Morrison.

Nancy Arnold

Eric Morrison knows the stakes are high
this month as he sits down to take the
Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL).

As a member of the Class of 2008, the
Rogers High School tenth grader is among
the first class required to pass the WASL
in math, reading, and writing to be eligible
to graduate in two years.

The teen has been preparing all year to do
his best on the test and, like many of his
peers at Rogers, Puyallup, and Emerald
Ridge high schools, has a specific written
plan laying out exactly what he needs to
work on most to succeed — not just on the
WASL, but in all areas of his high school
education.

“I’m going to pass all three,” Morrison
said confidently during a recent meeting
with Principal Scott Brittain.

While normally a trip to the principal’s
office might seem daunting, Morrison was
comfortable knowing that this meeting
was all about support for him to do well in

instructional support. “Yes, we want
students to be successful on the WASL.
But we also want to help them become
stronger in general academically. We want
all of our students to be strong learners so
they can pursue lifelong goals.”

Numerous support systems are in place
throughout the district to help students
achieve the goals established in their
learning plans. Math and reading labs,
after-school and evening homework help,
remediation classes, WASL practice
questions, and summer school are among
interventions in place this year. Rogers
High counselor Tom Tripple is even
meeting with a small group of students
who suffer from test anxiety to help them
learn ways to overcome the feeling and be
more successful.

Kalles Junior High ninth grader Nathan
Collins sat down recently with building
learning specialist Lisa Kreiger and
explained how he is taking an extra math
class this year to help him master math
concepts. Kreiger reviewed Collins’
seventh-grade WASL scores, assured him
he was on the right track, and asked the
teen to set some goals for himself to
continue to improve. Before leaving the

conference, Kreiger asked Collins about his
guitar playing and love for music, as well as
how he is enjoying school in general.

“It’s a chance to connect and really get to
know these kids in addition to focusing on
their student learning,” Kreiger said.

Schools are also encouraging parents to
become active partners in the student
learning plan process. Some sit in on
student conferences, while others attend
parent information nights to learn more
about the WASL, graduation requirements,
and tips for helping their children. Success
can be as simple, educators say, as
providing children with a quiet place to
study at home and encouraging regular
attendance at school.

“The learning plans give students direction
and guidance on where they need to go
and the steps to hit along the way to
achieve the goal in the end,” said parent
Kraig Sumner, whose daughter, Brittany, is
a fifth grader at Hilltop Elementary.

Hilltop Elementary Principal Kevin
Hampton added,  “It keeps an eye on
the progression of kids and what’s best
for them.”

“We want all of our students to be
strong learners so they can
pursue lifelong goals.”

school and on the upcoming WASL.
Brittain, like other educators throughout
the district, has been meeting one-on-one
with part of the sophomore class this year
to help develop personalized “student
learning plans.”

State law requires the learning plans be
developed and updated annually for
students who do not pass one or more areas
of the WASL in grades four, seven, and 10.
But many schools in this district are taking
that requirement a step further by creating
plans for every student in those grades
whether or not they pass the WASL —
particularly the sophomore class.

“Our principals and teachers have worked
really hard on not only living up to the
intent of the new law, but the spirit of the
law,” said Dick Cvitanich, assistant
superintendent of student learning and

Dick Cvitanich

continued on page 5

For the first time this spring, a small
number of students statewide identified
as having significant cognitive or
persistent academic disabilities will
participate in an academic standards test
similar to the Washington Assessment of
Student Learning (WASL) only selected
to meet their needs and instructional
levels.

Tenth graders who take the alternative
assessment will receive a “Certificate of
Individual Achievement” for passing a
developmentally appropriate WASL in
reading, writing, and mathematics.

A tenth grader might, for example, be
approved to take an eighth-grade math

test. Or, if unable to
take a paper and
pencil test, the
student might be
allowed to produce a
portfolio of work to
show he or she has
met equally challeng-
ing academic
standards.

In Puyallup, about 200 students have
been identified to participate in this
alternative form of state testing, said
Nancy Arnold, assistant director of
special services and programs.

“It provides an option for a small group
of students who cannot produce a
meaningful score otherwise on the
WASL, even with accommodations,”
said Arnold. “We are pinpointing who
they are and getting them the extra help,
which will hopefully improve their
student learning in general throughout
the year.”

In spring 2004, the state legislature
added the additional assessment options
for students in special populations to
ensure that the needs of all students are
considered in policy and curriculum
decisions. Students in special education

Alternative testing
set for students in
special education
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continued from page 4

Alternative testing
may participate in the state assessment system in the
following ways:

• Take the WASL without accommodations.

• Take the WASL with accommodations consistent
with the student’s learning plan. Accommodations
could include, for example, providing a student with
a pencil adapted in size of grip; providing special
lighting, auditory, or furniture supports; or providing
a scribe or someone to assist in turning pages.

• For a number of students in special education who
cannot participate in the WASL even with accommo-
dations, participate in the Washington Alternate
Assessment System (WAAS), which includes a
developmentally appropriate WASL and portfolio-
type assessments.

An Individualized Education Program (IEP) team made
up of the student’s teacher, school specialists, and
parents meet to discuss which form of testing best
meets the child’s needs.

All tenth graders statewide are required by law to pass
either the WASL or WAAS to graduate beginning in
2008. Students who pass the WASL receive a Certifi-
cate of Academic Achievement, while those who take
WAAS receive the Certificate of Individual Achieve-
ment. Both certificates can be combined with other
graduation requirements to qualify for a diploma.

They are keeping track of their laughs.

The Emerald Ridge High School Hypokritz comedy
group has a history notebook documenting the many
times it has received laughs at performances over the past
five years. The students also have a notebook for the
future full of ideas for skits, stand-up routines, and jokes.

Since Hypokritz first hit the Emerald Ridge stage after
forming as a club in 2001, it has grown in popularity
among students and in the community. The 13-member
group, made up of sophomores, juniors, and seniors,
performs at least two shows a year and participates in a
number of community service activities throughout the
school district. In December, the club celebrated a sold-
out performance.

Senior Amanda Pisetzner, a three-year Hypokritz mem-
ber, said the group has two big school shows at Emerald
Ridge — one in December and one in May — but it
performs at various other district functions throughout the
year including school assemblies and special evening
events. The comedy group even appeared one year at a
statewide journalism conference.

Though the two big performances only happen twice a
year, they provide the group with enough money to pay
for club costs and projects, and to do some good in the
community.

Admission to the first show five years ago was minimal.
“We weren’t sure how many people were going to show
up so we just thought we’ll charge a can of food,” said
club advisor Matt White. “We got 200 cans of food,”
which students donated to the local food bank.

Since that first show, the Hypokritz members have started
charging admission. Their last show in December sold
out. One year, the group used the money to purchase
aerial microphones for the school’s drama department.

This year, the Hypokritz started a scholarship fund.
The winner of an upcoming high school spelling bee
will be awarded an $800 scholarship to use for post-
high school education.

While the club appears to be set up much like any other
high school club, White said there are some major
differences between the Hypokritz and many other extra-
curricular activities. “I’m not the director — I’m just an
advisor. The kids write their own stuff. The kids deserve
every bit of credit for what they do,” said White.

He said the students host their own auditions in the

fall, finding other students who are funny and coura-
geous enough to stand up in front of a crowd. Having
the auditions is important, Pisetzner said. They are
able to find fellow students who will be able to add
something to the group. Not all members excel in
everything. Some like to do stand-up, while others
excel at skit character acting.

Hypokritz members this year are: Pisetzner, Tyler Quinn,
Ryan McNamara, Rachel Owens, Kate Gruver, Paul
Klein, Chase Wagner, Katina Mathieson, Ashley
Forslund, Michael Trent, Summer Yates, James Knight,
and Austen Wiederspan.

In the end, Pisetzner said the group melds together
well. “We are friends outside of the club. We blend
really well.”

Emerald Ridge comedy group brings laughter
and service to schools and community

Emerald Ridge High student Rachel Owens
performs on stage during a recent rehearsal
of  the school’s Hypokritz comedy group.

Hypokritz is scheduled to perform at 7 p.m. May 25 and
26 at Emerald Ridge High School. Tickets cost $3 each
and are available at the door.

Puyallup High student wins
international art competition
Puyallup High School junior Hanna Snider has won
second place in the youth painting division of an interna-
tional art contest about the fight against HIV/AIDS.
Snider was recognized for her acrylic painting “Soul
Search” entered into
“Unfinished Works,” an art
exhibition  presented by the
AIDS Services Foundation
of Orange County, CA.

The 17-year-old was the
youngest winner in the
competition, and her work
was selected from among
more than 20,000 entries
around the world.

Each submission needed to
reflect the artist’s “hope,
desperation, celebration,
fear, or dream about HIV/AIDS and the work left to be
done.”

“Soul Search”



6  March  2006 http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us All Students Learning and Achieving

Design begins this month on Puyallup High School’s Phase 1 East
Campus renovation, which includes updating the visual arts area.
Puyallup High students (from left) Crystal Esquivel, Amber Ktenas,
Krystal Warren, and Jennifer Franco work in the existing art space.

School bond update
Team creates vision for future high schools
In the future, high schools in the
Puyallup School District will be built
with the goal of having classroom and
project spaces designed with enough
flexibility to meet varied student learning
styles and program needs.

Walls will open and close between class-
rooms so that educators can team-teach and
students can work in large groups when
appropriate. There will be ample areas for
students to create art projects and to
display their creations in temporary and
permanent exhibits throughout the school.
State-of-the-art technology will be built
into rooms throughout the campus to
accommodate the growing use of the
Internet and other Web-based tools for
research and other learning.

Also in this dream high school, multiple
small project areas will be designed in
classrooms to allow students opportunities
to work in small groups or to receive
individualized attention.

Creating a vision of what a Puyallup
School District high school should look
like in the future has been the task of a
team of more than 60 educators and
students. The teachers, counselors,
support staff, administrators, and students
from the three high schools have been
meeting since last November to develop
educational specifications “to envision
the best way to deliver educational
services to high school students in our
district,” said Casey Cox, executive
director of secondary student leadership
and the group’s facilitator.

These lofty ideas will go before the
school board this spring. Once the
education specifications are approved,
they will ultimately translate architectur-
ally into building plans for specific high
school building projects — the next one
being Puyallup High School’s Phase 1
East Campus renovation. That project
entails renovating the automotive
technology labs and visual arts areas.
Design begins this month, and the
project is scheduled to be completed by
September 2009.

In creating a future high school educa-
tional plan, team members focused their
efforts on reviewing the needs of program
areas such as science and math, health and
fitness, libraries and other learning
resources, career and technical education,
visual and performing arts, and special
education. They also researched adminis-
trative space within the high school.

Whether it’s a social studies or video
productions class, the emphasis is on
providing flexibility and multiple uses for
instructional areas. “We’re looking to
diversify the classroom to have individu-
alized areas to be able to teach to different
levels,” said team member Katherine
Russell, who teaches sports medicine at
Rogers High School.

Another team member, Emerald Ridge
High School guidance counselor Brian
Maxfield, agreed. “There are ideas for
multipurpose rooms so that they can be
used for different types of activities, for

example, lectures, projects, or conference
rooms.” In this rapidly changing and
technology-driven world, he said a high
school’s instructional areas need to be
flexible enough to meet those shifting
needs.

Beyond the needs of individual program
areas, the team also envisioned how best
to foster collaboration, safety, diversity,
school culture, and community access.

Cox noted that high school students
change from adolescence to adulthood in
three short years. “Given this, we looked
at how we can deliver educational
services that best accommodate this
change,” he said.

Through this process, he said, the team
essentially had the opportunity to plan
learning spaces for the next generations
of students that will best equip them to
face the current and emerging world
challenges.

The community is invited to attend
public hearings this month to review and
comment on a list of proposed school
names for Elementary #22, Elementary
#23, and Junior High #7.

Public hearings are scheduled from 7 to 8
p.m. Monday, March 20 at Emerald
Ridge High School and Thursday, March
30 at Brouillet Elementary School. The
committee will share school names
collected during a month-long nomina-
tion period that ended on March 8.

The 2006 School Naming Advisory
Committee, made up of students,
community members, and staff, will
consider comments made during the two
public hearings when it meets in April to
narrow the field of nominations to
between five and seven names for each of
the school sites. The committee is
composed of three sub-committees —
one representing each of the new schools.

The committee is scheduled to submit its
recommendations to the school board on
Monday, April 24. The directors will
consider acting on the recommendations
during their regular board meeting on
Monday, May 8. Both meetings begin at
6:30 p.m. at Ballou Junior High School,
9916 136th St. E. Public comment is
welcome at the start of these meetings.

Puyallup School District policy states that
all schools will be named “after geo-
graphic characteristics of the area in
which the facility is to be located or after
persons who have attained local, state,
and/or national significance and promi-
nence.” The recommended names shall
not duplicate names of other schools in
the district or in other surrounding school
districts and shall not have any obvious
negative connotations.

Questions about the school naming
process can be e-mailed to
schoolnames@puyallup.k12.wa.us or
directed to Rudy Fyles, executive
director of facilities and coordinator of
the 2006 School Naming Advisory
Committee, at (253) 841-8772.

Community invited to
review school name
nominations this month
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Totem gets facelift as Kalles replacement moves forward
The opening of the Kalles Junior High
School replacement building is still more
than a year away, however preparations
for preserving a piece of the school’s
history are well under way.

A local artist is restoring the school’s
totem to look like new again. The 15-foot
totem, which used to be attached to the
exterior of the main building’s east wall,
will move to the rebuilt Kalles when it
opens in September 2007.

“That totem holds a lot of tradition, a lot
of what it means to be a Kalles Tyee,” said
Kalles Principal Mario Casello. He said
staff and students are excited by the
prospect of having the piece of school
history follow them to the new building.

Native American carver and local educator
Al Zantua is completing the restoration
project. Zantua has worked with the
district several times before. He collabo-
rated with Karshner Museum to create its
welcome figure and a Native American
canoe — two projects Zantua especially
enjoyed. He said they provide an opportu-
nity for cultural and historical learning.

This restoration project will be challeng-
ing, Zantua said. The Kalles totem is

intricate, with many deep carvings. Zantua
said he will clean the entire totem mostly
by hand and patch several damaged areas,
then add a protective coat of varnish.

Veteran Kalles teacher Dessie Evans said
the totem originated in the early 1980s as
a project developed by the Ninth-grade
Project Committee — a service organiza-
tion designed to raise money to fund a gift
for the school from the ninth-grade class.
Evans, who served as committee co-chair
with former social studies department
head Sandra Bueler, said the members
raised money, secured a telephone pole for
the center section, purchased wood for the
wings and head, then commissioned a
chain-saw carver from the Puyallup
Fairgrounds to carve a set of specific
images outlined by Bueler.

The carver matched the design by
creating a totem topped with a
thunderbird. Images such as a whale,
salmon, and beaver make up the rest of
the totem sections. Originally the art
graced the school’s courtyard, and Evans
recalled that parents and passers-by
“often commented on its grandeur.” Some
elementary school teachers even brought
classes to see the totem during their study
of history, she said.

After being damaged a short time later by
vandals, the totem was stored underneath a
portable classroom for several years
before another Ninth-grade Project
Committee paid to have a wing replaced.
Eventually, it found a new home on the
east end of the main building.

Once the new building is complete, plans
call for the totem to be suspended in a
commons area, lit from above and below,
and surrounded by several wooden
benches, said Casey Cox, executive
director of secondary school leadership.

Casello added, “It’s going to be beautiful.
Its presence is going to speak volumes
about the traditions of Kalles.”

Watching the art restoration project with
keen interest is Aylen Junior High Principal
Christine Moloney. Aylen, which will be
replaced with a new building a year after
Kalles, also has some historic artwork on
the existing campus. Moloney said there
have been preliminary discussions of
possibly placing some of the artwork from
the old school in the new school library
when the rebuilt Aylen opens in 2008.

Patricia Hamilton, project manager with
the Washington State Arts Commission,
said the organization depends on their
partner organizations — in this case the
Puyallup School District — to help the
state maintain a vibrant and active arts
community. She said she is glad to see that
the school district is working to preserve
the school artwork.

Construction is moving ahead
on the Kalles Junior High
School replacement project
following a groundbreaking
ceremony in January.

Plans call for preparing the site
first (see photo at left), then
installing 300 pilings  by drilling
70 feet down. The next step is
to pour concrete grade beams
and slabs in preparation for
structural steel.

A 15-foot-tall totem is being restored and will be moved to the Kalles
Junior High replacement building in September 2007.

Construction begins
on Kalles Junior High
replacement building
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Public forums this spring

School buses drop off  students in the fast-growing Silver Creek
development on the south end of  the district. The budget is impacted
each year with a continued influx of  new students.

Budget preparations are moving forward this
month with a series of community forums
designed to give the public a chance to
review and comment on the first draft of the
school district’s proposed spending plan.

The community is invited to attend budget
feedback meetings planned later this
month and/or in April. For specific dates,
times, and locations, visit the district Web
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.

The draft budget is being presented by
the school district’s cabinet, an adminis-
trative leadership team. The team
developed its recommendation after
reviewing a budget proposal from the
Resource Advisory Council (RAC) — a
committee of Puyallup citizens and
district staff that met from October
through January to conduct an extensive
study of budget priorities.

Superintendent Tony Apostle will present
his budget proposal later this spring. His
plan will take into account input from
staff, community, the school district’s
administrative leadership team, and the
RAC. The district is required by law to
adopt a budget by August 31.

Financial planning for the coming year
started early to give staff and the commu-
nity ample time to consider some of the
budget challenges ahead, said Debra
Aungst, assistant superintendent of
education support.

“It’s difficult with limited resources and so
many needs to prioritize the funding,”
Aungst said. “I want to express my thanks
to those who have participated in the
budget process to date and are so valuable
to our financial planning.”

Student achievement goals, including those
related to the federal No Child Left Behind
Act, will continue to require increased
investment. The district has developed a
number of interventions to help students
meet state learning standards.

Spending patterns next year will also

continue to reflect a need to prepare for
the opening of three new schools —
Elementary Schools #22 and #23 in 2007,
and Junior High #7 in 2008. The district
has spent the past several years planning
ahead for costs associated with staffing
and operating the new buildings.

The 2006-07 budget will also be
impacted by plans to house the contin-
ued influx of new students, particularly
in the south end of the district, until the
new schools open. Transportation costs
will increase as more students will be
served in other than their resident
schools, said Aungst.

Enrollment in this district is projected to
grow by 1.9 percent — or 370 additional
students next year. The majority of the
growth will be seen at the elementary
school level, especially on the burgeoning
south end of the district.

The biggest factor driving continued
enrollment increases in the district is new
housing. If the number of students forecast
to move into new and existing homes
exceeds expectations, enrollment could
climb even higher, said W. Les Kendrick,
a consultant hired by the district to prepare
enrollment projections.

Kendrick also predicts the district will
continue to see enrollment growth through
the year 2020 and perhaps as far as 2025,
especially in South Hill and some pockets
of developable land in the Puyallup Valley
and surrounding area.

Other budget challenges for 2006-07
include a projected 1.7 percent state-
authorized cost-of-living increase in
salary, benefits, and retirement contribu-
tions for Puyallup School District staff.
Local funds cover the percentage of the
increase not paid for by the state.

WASL retakes set
August 7 to 10, 2006
Tenth graders in the Class of 2008 who
do not meet standard in one or more
sections of the Washington Assessment
of Student Learning (WASL) this spring
will have their first chance to retake the
math, writing, and/or reading assess-
ments August 7 to 10, 2006 at Rogers
High School.

Students in grade 11 (Class of 2007)
who want to improve their tenth-grade
WASL scores, did not participate in
testing last year, or have transferred
from out-of-state are also eligible to
take the test in August.

Students may take one, two, or all three
of the assessments (reading, writing,
and/or mathematics).

The testing schedule is:

August 7: Reading; 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(two testing sessions with a one hour
lunch break)
August 8: Mathematics; 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. (two testing sessions with a one
hour lunch break)
August 9:  Writing (Expository); 8:30
a.m. to 2 p.m.
August 10: Writing (Persuasive); 8:30
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Students will be able to register for the
August retakes from June 9 to July 9
either online or by calling a toll-free
phone number to be announced in May.
The information will be posted on the
school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.  Students
will receive their scores from the
August retakes in mid-October.

The state of Washington requires that
public school students scheduled to
graduate from high school in 2008 and
beyond must meet the reading, writing,
and math standards on the WASL in
addition to completing other identified
graduation requirements to receive a
high school diploma. Passing the
science WASL will be required begin-
ning with the Class of 2010.

continued on page 9

Comments sought on 2006-07 draft budget
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For more than 10,000 Puyallup School
District students, the school day begins
and ends with a trip on a school bus.

School bus safety is everyone’s responsi-
bility — students, parents, bus drivers,
and community members — and preven-
tion is the key to avoiding injury, said
driver trainer Pam McDonald. She urges
parents to review the following school bus
stop safety tips with elementary, junior
high, and high school students.

• Dress for safety: Wear light or
reflective clothing. Choose a back-
pack without long straps or strings
that could get caught on bus handrails
or doors.

• Leave on time for the bus. Rushing to
catch the bus is not safe.

• When there is no sidewalk, always
walk on the side of the road facing
traffic.

• Use the nearest designated bus stop.
Never cross the street to use another
bus stop.

• If it is necessary to cross the street to
board or exit the bus at the designated
bus stop, make eye contact with the bus
driver and wait for the bus driver to
signal that it is safe to cross.

• Watch and listen for cars. Walk at least
10 steps away from the front of the bus
in view of the bus driver.

• Never cross the street behind the school
bus.

• At the bus stop, stand at least 10 feet
from the road and wait patiently. Do not
run around or push others.

• Do not approach the bus until it comes
to a complete stop. The bus driver will
signal when it is safe to load the bus.

• Never reach under a school bus to get
anything that has rolled or fallen
underneath. Inform the bus driver if
something has fallen underneath.

• Use the handrail to board or exit the
bus in single file.

• Stay seated during the entire bus trip

Students who take the reading and writing
sections this March and the math and
science assessments in April will receive
their WASL scores by mid-June. This
allows students time to determine whether
to sign up for summer school, tutoring, or
other services to help them improve their
skills and be better prepared for the first
retake in August. Students will receive
science scores in September.

A student who does not meet one or
more of the standards on the WASL may
retake the assessment up to four times.
Students only need to retake the
portions of the WASL they didn’t pass.

Beginning this year, the WASL will be
given two times a year — once in August
and once in spring. Summer retakes are
not available for science until August
2008. The next WASL retake will be in
March and April of 2007 during the
regular WASL testing window.

Information about summer school
offerings in the Puyallup School District
will be outlined in the May issue of
Connections and posted on the district
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us as
soon as information is available.

School bus safety tips
and cooperate with the bus driver at
all times.

• Keep fingers, hands, arms, and head
inside the bus, and do not throw
anything from the bus.

• Be polite to the driver and other bus
students.

McDonald also encourages motorists to
review the rules for school bus stops.

Alternating flashing amber lights mean
the school bus is about to stop. Motorists
should be cautious and slow down.
Alternating flashing red lights mean all
motorists must stop if they are on a two-
lane roadway (one lane in each direc-
tion) or on a multiple lane roadway
(three or more lanes, including a one- or
two-way left turn lane) traveling in the
same direction as the bus.

To promote school bus safety among
students, the district is participating this
spring in a statewide school bus safety
poster contest. Students in kindergarten
through grade eight are invited to partici-
pate. For details on the “Be Aware, Cross
with Care” contest, visit the school district
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.

continued from page 8

WASL retakes

A committee of citizens and staff has
been meeting since last month to review
the school district’s junior high bound-
aries and determine the best plan for
servicing students once new Junior High
#7 opens in 2008.

The Junior High Boundary Study
Committee is expected to continue
meeting twice a month through June. It
will hold several public hearings to gather
input from the community before making
a final recommendation to the Puyallup
School Board in June. As part of its work,
the 40-member committee will study
demographic information about current
and future student populations, new home
construction, transportation patterns, and
other factors that impact school enrollment.

Junior high boundary
study under way

Author delights
Karshner students
Internationally-acclaimed children’s
author Margaret Lippert shared several of
her books and taught students about the
creative writing process during an
interactive presentation last month at
Karshner Elementary School.

Each year, a children’s author invited by
the school’s librarian, Deborah
Blackburn, visits Karshner. Students learn
about the writers and hear some of their
stories in class before the visit, then ask
questions and get purchased books
autographed once the author arrives. For
more about this year’s visit, including a
gallery of photos, visit the district Web
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.

close-up of little boy
boarding the bus
taken from larger bus
photo on disk
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Orchestra teacher inducted into Hall of Fame

There are two options for highly capable
elementary students in the Puyallup
School District’s QUEST Program.  In
the pullout option, selected students in
grades one through six spend one full
day per school week at the QUEST
enrichment center.  Testing for the
pullout option occurs in September.

In the self-contained option, selected
students in grades three through six attend
a full-time program at one of two regional
sites.  Testing for the self-contained option
takes place in April and May.

Best served in the self-contained setting
are students whose accelerated rate of
learning makes it difficult for differenti-
ated instruction in the regular classroom.

Meeker and Zeiger elementary schools
both house a 3/4 grade classroom and a
5/6 grade classroom.  Staff, parents,
students, or community members may
nominate students.  A Parent Permission
for Assessment form, available at all
elementary schools or the QUEST
office, must be completed by the parent
and submitted to QUEST before the
selection process can take place.  For
more information, contact the QUEST
office at (253) 841-8751.

QUEST testing set in
April and May

For the past 21 years, Todd Giltner has
been working to teach students how to
make music. As an orchestra teacher with
the district, Giltner currently teaches at
Puyallup High School, Aylen Junior High
School, and Maplewood, Fruitland, and
Woodland elementary schools.

Now in 2006, Giltner’s efforts in music
education — in Puyallup and in the state
— are being recognized. Giltner has been
honored with a place in the Washington
Music Educators Association (WMEA)
Hall of Fame.

“Todd Giltner has given selflessly of
himself to further music education in his
school, his district, his region, and the
state,” said Bruce Caldwell, executive
manager of the WMEA. “He has dedicated
countless hours beyond reasonable
compensation to ensure that all students
receive an outstanding music education
while also receiving a human connection.”

Bruce Caldwell, Don McCaw, Jack
Francis, Bob Miller, and Ed Krenz.

While Giltner has worked his entire career
in the Puyallup School District, he also
works to organize and plan the All-State
music events for the WMEA. “Todd’s
leadership in supervising the WMEA All-
State program the past five years has been
superb,” Caldwell said. “He understands
the duties of administering while handling
situations with compassion and empathy.
He is respected by teachers around the
state for his good work and thoughtful
management.”

The announcement of the award caught
Giltner completely by surprise. “When I
was called about winning the award I was
shocked. I thought surely they had made a
mistake and were calling the wrong
person.”

One fellow teacher who respects what
Giltner has been doing is Puyallup High
School teacher Eric Ryan. “I believe Todd
is most deserving of this honor because of
the way he mentors and counsels his
students,” Ryan said. “When a student

Giltner received special recognition during
last month’s biennial WMEA conference
in Yakima, as well as at the February 27
Puyallup School Board meeting.

He joins the following other current and
former Puyallup School District music
educators in the Hall of Fame: Jim Hunt,
Peggy Burrough, Dick Graham, Bob
McNamara, Greg Gross, Tom Anderson,

walks through Todd’s doors, he knows
instantly if something is wrong and will
take the time to help that student through
what it is they are struggling with.”

Ryan also brought up the dedication that
Giltner shows with his work on the All-State
conference. “Todd hires guest conductors;
finds audition tape screeners; hires manag-
ers; coordinates itineraries; and caters,
transports, houses, and takes full responsibil-
ity for thousands of students who are
accepted every year for these groups. This
year the groups meet, rehearse, and perform
in Yakima over Presidents Day Weekend.
He’ll be there working six days straight,
staying up all night, making it possible for all
the state’s students to be a part of an
extremely educational and for some ‘life-
changing’ experience.”

Giltner himself believes his time spent
teaching students music is important
because of what it brings to the students.
“Music education is important because the
arts are what make us human,” Giltner
said. “Children need to be given the
opportunity to learn about those things
that can touch the soul.”

Orchestra teacher Todd Giltner works with Puyallup High School
student Shane Sullivan.

Todd Giltner

The Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction (OSPI) has awarded
Spinning Elementary School a $10,000
Title 1 Academic Achievement Award.
The award recognizes the school for
demonstrating Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) in math for three consecutive
years. Spinning students demonstrated
AYP in math in 2003, 2004, and 2005.

Spinning was one of only two schools
statewide that received the $10,000
award in math. Seven other schools were
recognized for reading achievement.
OSPI considered progress made by
students on multiple assessments, with
the WASL being the main indicator.

Spinning Elementary
wins academic award
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Students and staff showcase
talents at arts events statewide

Ferrucci Junior High Concert Band members (front) Shelby Wickett
and Brian Cook practice for their performance at the Washington
Music Educators Association (WMEA) conference.

Students in music, art, and drama classes
are showcasing their talents and being
honored for their successes this spring at
regional and state events.

In celebration of national Youth Art
Month, student artwork is on display
through the end of March at the school
district’s administration building at 302
Second St. S.E., and at Karshner Mu-
seum, 309 Fourth St. N.E., in Puyallup.

Art representing each school and grade
level in the district will also be featured
at the 8th Annual Dan Vesey Student Art
Show that begins at 7 p.m. March 28 at
Karshner Museum.

Earlier this month, also known nation-
ally as Music in Our Schools Month,
more than a dozen students from
Puyallup and Emerald Ridge high
schools and Ferrucci Junior High
performed in the American Choral
Directors Association honor choirs in
Portland, Oregon.

The students auditioned and were

selected for this honor from among
several thousand applicants in Alaska,
Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and
Wyoming.

The Ferrucci Junior High School
Concert Band, directed by Robert Rink,
and the Emerald Ridge High School
Percussion Ensemble, led by Robin
Blumenthal, also received statewide
notice when they performed last month
at the Washington Music Educators
Association (WMEA) biennial confer-
ence in Yakima.

Elementary and high school students
throughout the district also auditioned and
were selected to perform with the event’s
all-state honor choirs.

To be invited as guest performers or
presenters at the WMEA Conference “is
truly an honor and a privilege,” said Brian
Fox, director of student learning.

Nine Puyallup educators served as
presenters at the WMEA conference
workshops. Puyallup School District

music teacher Kathy Gustafson also was
honored as Valley Region Educator of the
Year, and Orchestra Director Todd Giltner
was inducted into the WMEA Hall of
Fame (see story on page 10).

Other recent and upcoming art, music, and
drama recognitions and events include:

• Emerald Ridge High School’s Concert
Choir and Chamber Singers, conducted
by Rob Dennis, perform March 30
through April 5 at Festival Disney in
Orlando, Florida. The school’s band
will perform May 26 to 29 at the
Anaheim Heritage Festival in
Anaheim, California.

• Kalles Junior High music students will
perform this spring at jazz festivals in
Pasco, Bellevue, and Leavenworth.

• Rogers High School Symphonic Winds
will perform in San Francisco this May.

Emerald Ridge High Percussion Ensemble members (from left):
Heather Pike, Ryan Barker, Andy Lockey, and Derek Goetz prepare
for the group’s performance at the WMEA conference.

• Hundreds of junior high and high
school orchestra, band, and choral
students participated in February in the
Valley region solo and ensemble
contest. Those selected for the state
contest compete in April.

• Junior high and high school drama classes
take to the stage this spring with upcom-
ing productions including “My Uncle
Shakespeare,” March 23 to 25 at Kalles
Junior High, and “Runway Dreams,” an
original script by Rogers High teacher
Bill Wernofsky and performed by
Ferrucci Junior High students May 19 to
20 at Rogers High School. Puyallup High
is planning a children’s play in May, with
dates to be announced.

All district arts events, including elemen-
tary school concerts and art shows, are
featured on the school district Web site
events calendar at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.
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Karshner Museum Director Steve Crowell reviews plans for the new
Internment Camp exhibit with Emerald Ridge High School seniors
(from left) Dylan Taylor and Brandon Plett.

Puyallup School District’s eighth annual
Science Fair, “Science Explorations
2006,” will be held April 20-23 during
the Spring Fair at the Western Washing-
ton Fairgrounds.

Individual and classroom projects will
be on display throughout the weekend
on the second floor of the Pavilion.
Science demonstrations will be in the
same location.

The event gives students an opportunity to
demonstrate their knowledge and under-
standing of the scientific method and
process in an area of their choice. Partici-
pants try to answer a specific question or
solve a problem by experimenting, making
observations, and recording data.

Students in grades four through 12 will
also compete against each other in a
timed event called the Straw Tower
Contest at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 20.

This year’s Family Science Literacy
Series includes groups such as the Pacific
Science Center, Pierce College chemistry
students, and elementary, junior high, and
high schools students from this district
who will demonstrate a variety of
experiments. Pacific Science Center
performances include “Super Cool
Science” on Saturday,  April 22, and
“Volts and Jolts” on Sunday, April 23.
Both performances begin at 4:30 p.m.

The Science Fair awards ceremony
begins at 6 p.m. Sunday, April 23. For
more information, contact the Science
Resource Center at (253) 840-8970.

Science Explorations
2006 at Spring Fair Each day Karshner Museum staff works to

bring history home to thousands of
Puyallup School District students.
Currently, most of the exhibits at the
museum are focused on elementary
student learning, however director Steve
Crowell has been working to expand that
focus to encompass junior high and high
school students.

On April 27, the museum will unveil a
new internment camp exhibit that will
recognize the presence of Camp Harmony
in Puyallup. The exhibit unveiling is
scheduled from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the
museum, 309 Fourth St. N.E. in Puyallup.

After the attacks on Pearl Harbor, the
federal government began a program
which sent thousands of Japanese-
Americans into internment camps around
the nation. The site that is now home to
the Western Washington Fairgrounds was
transformed into one such temporary
facility in the spring of 1942.

Crowell started working on the exhibit to
bring junior high and high school educa-
tional opportunities and local history into
the museum. “The exhibit is focused,
centered, and built around the secondary
state standards,” Crowell said. “It is also
focused on a bit of Puyallup history.”

The exhibit will contain a scale replica of
a barrack that Japanese-Americans had to
live in while staying at Camp Harmony.
Crowell said he has been working to
obtain items from the same era to furnish
the barrack. He has already collected some
luggage, cots, and radios. The items are
designed to help portray a sense of
realism, he said. The suitcases, for
example, are about the size of the luggage
Japanese-Americans were allowed to
bring to the internment camp.

The structure lends itself to “meaningful
learning which is participatory, hands-on,
and requires involvement,” said Crowell.

Emerald Ridge seniors Brandon Plett and
Dylan Taylor have helped Crowell paint
and construct the exhibit. In return, the two
students have earned community service
hours toward their culminating projects.

The educational aspect of the new exhibit
is winning praises from local teachers.

“Having a local exhibit of something
that has national significance helps to
make that connection between then
(history) and now,” said Fred Orton, a
Puyallup High School social studies and
history teacher. “It could be as simple as
saying that the cow barns at the Western
Washington Fairgrounds became
temporary homes for members of our
own community. The kids have walked
these fairgrounds, and when a teacher
then asks the student to imagine gun
towers where the roller coaster is
located, it starts to come alive.”

With the cooperation of teachers throughout
the district, Crowell said he hopes the exhibit
will become one which engages students in

active learning, enabling them to know and
apply core concepts and principles of what
they have been taught. This goes hand-in-
hand, he said, with the state’s Essential
Academic Learning Requirements.

Crowell also hopes the internment camp
exhibit will be visited by members of the
community. People willing to donate
Camp Harmony artifacts or their items
from the same time period to be consid-
ered for the display can contact Crowell
at the museum at (253) 841-8748. The
public is also encouraged to contact him
if interested in future discussions
involving educational programs at the
museum.

 “This is new territory and a huge project,
but also one that is extraordinarily exciting
to be involved with,” he said.

Museum to unveil internment camp exhibit

Magnet program survey
deadline is March 31
A survey designed to determine parent,
student, and staff interest in programs
not currently available in the Puyallup
School District has been sent to families
of students in kindergarten through
grade nine. Parents are asked to return
the survey to the district no later than
Friday, March 31.  The survey may also
be completed on the district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.


