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Every evening before bed, Logan Tarrant
opens his favorite book and escapes to the
depths of the ocean, the land of dinosaurs,
or the hidden world of night creatures.

This 8-year-old animal lover has two “huge”
shelves full of books in his bedroom, visits
the library once a week, and considers
reading with his grandparents a highlight of
their weekly visits together.

“I like reading because you get to learn
new words,” said Logan, who begins third
grade this fall at Karshner Elementary
School. “Then, when you grow up to be
an adult, you can read better.”

When given the choice to go to summer
camp or to summer school this year,
Logan chose summer school — in this
case, a special reading academy at
Stewart Elementary.

He is one of more than 1,300 Puyallup
School District students in grades two
through 12 who enrolled in the district’s
largest summer school program ever.

An extensive slate of summer school
classes helped students boost reading,
writing, and math skills; make up class
credits needed for graduation; and
prepare for the first retakes of the
Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL) this month. (Learn
more about some of the students who
enrolled in the summer programs on page
6).

The district also developed an innova-
tive program at Walker High School for

Summer school helps record number of students boost skills

the junior high and high school program
with Arturo Gonzalez.

At the junior high level, each of the
district’s six schools offered reading and
math classes, and for the first time this
year, students could enroll in just one of
the subjects instead of a combined class.
“It’s more tailored this year to the needs
of the individual student,” said Gonzalez.

In addition to helping those who are strug-
gling academically, Gonzalez said there are
students in the summer program who are

doing well in school but whose parents want
them to “keep the momentum going and have
them stay on track during summer.”

The high school classes fell into three
categories: a computer-based program
designed for students who need to make
up high school class credits; a program
combining computer and direct math
instruction to help students who need
remediation or credit retrieval; and WASL
modules in reading, writing, and math for
tenth graders who failed to meet standard
on the WASL last spring in one or more of
the three subjects tested. The modules
prepared students who signed up to retake
the WASL this month.

At the elementary level, this is the first
year the district has offered a math
academy in addition to the focus on
reading, said Susan Templin, summer
school elementary principal. There were
so many students enrolled in the program
that fourth through sixth graders spilled
over to Kalles Junior High.

Logan’s mother, Tami, said she is happy that
her son is getting a full month of reading to
help prepare him for the coming school year.
“He loves it,” she said. “He reads every day.”

Two weeks into the month-long academy,
Logan was already demonstrating
improvement, said teacher Audina Slater.
He began the summer testing between a
second- and third-grade reading level and
was making steady gains on his reading
goal. “The goal we set for students
individually is to help prepare them to be
successful when they start school in fall.”

ninth and tenth graders at risk of
dropping out of school.

To encourage students to attend the mix
of summer school programs, the district
offered free bus transportation for all
ages to and from school. Educators also
taught evening WASL classes to
accommodate students who work during
the day.

“I’m excited because there are so many
opportunities for students to be success-
ful,” said Kevin Hampton, co-principal of

Logan Tarrant learns new vocabulary words during the summer
reading academy at Stewart Elementary School.

The district’s seventh junior high school
will be named after a glacier view
wilderness area on Mt. Rainier that is
visible from the new school campus.

The Puyallup School Board agreed in
June to name what was referred to during
planning as Junior High #7 as Glacier
View Junior High. The school will be
built next to Emerald Ridge High School
in the Sunrise development.

Lauryn Murdoch, an eighth grader this year
at Ferrucci Junior High, said she suggested
the name because “if you stand on the site,
you can see the Glacier View Wilderness
area.” The 3,000-acre area is on the west
boundary of Mt. Rainier National Park.

Murdoch will begin high school at
Emerald Ridge the year that Glacier View

“Glacier View” selected as name for
junior high school to open in 2008

Junior High opens and says she looks
forward to the educational opportunities
between the two adjacent schools.

Julie Loewen, a Pope Elementary library
assistant who has two
children in the district
and a third who has
graduated, also nomi-
nated the name Glacier
View. “It will be located
on the same campus as
Emerald Ridge High
School, where Glacier
View’s geographical

characteristics of the many snowy glaciated
slopes atop Mount Rainier are a spectacular
vision as you travel to ERHS.”

The school is scheduled to open in
September 2008.

Julie Loewen

Ferrucci Junior High student Lauryn Murdoch stands on the site of
the future home of Glacier View Junior High School.
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We can all recall the jumble of emotions
that going back to school often brings.

For many students, summer is a time of
renewal, of sleeping in, and doing things
on their own time.  However, inevitably
each summer is followed by September
and the thoughts of alarm clocks, text-
books, and the promise that all things are
possible. Whether you were eager and
excited or disappointed that summer was

The school year is fast approaching, and
we are eager to work with you — our
students, parents, and community members
— to build the foundations to achieve
academic success in the coming year.

Our board of directors established several
goals for the next two school years. The
first goal addresses student achievement —
our top priority — by increasing academic
rigor for all students in order to help each
student reach his or her highest potential.

As we work to accomplish this goal, we
will be examining our high school gradua-
tion requirements to determine where
adjustments must be made, implementing a
program to improve and articulate the
program for our academically talented
students, and implementing a district-wide
remediation/intervention model. During
the last year, many of you responded to a
Magnet Program Survey which helped us
determine the level of interest you have in
various magnet programs. We were eager
to review the results; and in response to
them, we will spend this year designing an
elementary magnet program.

We have also hired many new administra-
tors, teachers, and support staff members
to replace those who retired or resigned or
to fill new positions throughout the district.
I have enjoyed meeting many of them and
have found our new staff to be extremely
competent, energetic, and dedicated. These
new individuals and the many excellent
staff members who are returning this
September are the reason our district is
able to provide such high quality instruc-
tion. I am very proud of the work they have
done and will do over the next few months

over, going back to school began a time
of transition of new classmates, new
teachers, new schedules, and new oppor-
tunities to learn.

At the same time, transition often brings
with it an apprehension of the “unknown.”
We are particularly aware that while
change is exciting, it can also be stressful
for our students. Rest assured that we have
been anticipating the fear in the face of a
kindergartner, the trepidation of a student
knowing that they face the WASL, the
doubt of a senior in high school, and the
general excitement in the eyes of our
students.

Many long hours have been spent to put
the right programs and people in place to
meet the needs of our students. Teachers

as we work to increase academic perfor-
mance for each of our students.

This is a very exciting time in the
Puyallup School District. Our students
have done very well on the most recent
WASL — achieving our highest scores
ever. For those who needed additional
help, we provided a very comprehensive
summer school program designed to assist
students in passing the WASL the next
time they take the assessment.

In June, we graduated a total of 1,270
students in our four high schools. Many of
the students are going on to post-second-
ary education, while others are working in
and around our community. I was very
proud to present the Class of 2006 to our
board of directors and to watch the
students receive their diplomas as they
shook hands with our board members.

Last year, we also achieved our fourth
perfect audit of our finances — an
accomplishment of very few school
districts this size. This exemplary audit
report is due to the work of our staff in
our schools and in our administrative
offices. Our staff is dedicated and
committed to being good stewards of the

resources you provide.  Financial
accountability is a high priority.

We also broke ground on two new schools,
G.W. Edgerton and Emma L. Carson
elementary schools, and the Kalles Junior
High replacement project. All three
schools are slated to open in September
2007. In addition to new construction, we
started or continued renovations at other
schools. These new and upgraded facilities
will greatly enhance the learning opportu-
nities for our students and will enable our
staff to do an even better job in the schools.

Last spring, members of our Citizens
Facilities Advisory Committee presented
their report to the school board. This
dedicated 30-member committee of staff
and community members spent several
months developing a plan to provide for
our students’ educational needs for the
next 12 years. You can view their very
comprehensive report on our school
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us/ourdistrict/departments/facilities/
downloads/CFACReport06.pdf.

Last April, our Board of Directors approved
a Parent Involvement Policy, developed by
a committee of staff, parents, and commu-
nity members, that is designed to strengthen
the level of parent engagement in each of
our schools. Research indicates that the
most successful students enjoy the support
of a parent or other adult who is an active
participant in their educational journey.

I look forward to working with you as
we continue to Build a Foundation for
Learning for each of our students to
support them as they work to achieve
and perform at their very highest levels.

and staff alike are prepared as they focus
on each child, understanding their
strengths and weaknesses, abilities and
inabilities, and hopes and fears. We know
that in order to replace this uneasiness,
we must know our students and be able to
provide support when it is needed.

As we welcome each student back, we
hope they will grow to understand that
transition and change are normal and
essential components of life. They
should look forward to each and every
day as an opportunity to experience
something new, to try something
different, to stretch to their full potential.
As you speak with your son or daughter,
offer them the reassurance that we (the
district) are prepared and ready to make
this new school year their best ever.

Construction projects
take shape over summer
Construction projects throughout the
district made significant progess over
summer, including the framework for the
Kalles Junior High replacement build-
ing. Structural steel was erected, and
masonry work got under way in prepara-
tion for the fall 2007 school opening.

In addition to Kalles, workers kept busy
this summer preparing the foundations
for the district’s two newest projects —
Edgerton and Carson elementary
schools.

More photos of summer projects can be
viewed on the school district Web site
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the
Home page, click on the Capital
Projects icon.

Board Member’s Message
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Registration gets under way this month
for kindergartners and all other students
new to the Puyallup School District.

Elementary registration for new students
begins August 25 at the district’s largest
elementary schools — Brouillet, Firgrove,
Fruitland, Hunt, Pope, Shaw Road,
Woodland, and Zeiger. New student
registration for the remaining elementary
schools begins August 28. Registration is
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

To register students for kindergarten and
first grade, parents should bring a copy of
their child’s immunization record and an
original birth certificate. To register

School registration begins this month
students in grades two through six,
parents should bring the child’s immuni-
zation record and a last report card.
Parents should also bring proof of
address, such as a lease agreement or
utility bill. For more information, contact
the office of the Executive Director of
Elementary School Leadership, (253)
841-8796.

For students already registered, postcards
will be mailed August 28 to students in
grades one through six notifying them of
their teacher and room number.

Kindergartners will receive a letter from
their teacher in mid-August welcoming

them to their class and notifying them
which of the first three days of school
they will attend. In order to allow time for
kindergarten assessments, students will
attend only one of the first three days of
school.

If families have not received either the
postcard or letter by September 2, parents
are advised to contact the school.

Students new to secondary schools should
contact school offices for registration
information. For more information,
contact the office of the Executive
Director of Secondary School Leadership,
(253) 841-8771.

The Puyallup School District will
showcase educational programs on
Fair Day Wednesday, September 13 at
the Western Washington Fairgrounds.

Activities are planned from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. on the first floor of the
Pavilion Building near the Fair
fountain. All students are released 3¼
hours early from school on this day.

Demonstrations and performances
including music, dance, and cheer will
take place on stage throughout the day.
Interactive booths will spotlight
student programs. For a listing of
booths and demonstration times, visit
the school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Fair Day is Sept. 13

Scores are scheduled to be released next month for all students who took the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL)
last spring. Below are answers to some frequently asked questions to assist families in understanding more about when test scores
are released, who must pass the WASL to graduate, when retakes are scheduled, and more.

Frequently asked questions about the WASL
Test scores released next month

Q: Can parents view their children’s test
booklets?

A: Yes, test results can be viewed in
September after the final student WASL
reports have been released. Parents may
obtain a request form to view the 2006
WASL beginning on September 1 at
www.k12.wa.us/assessment/
StudentRecordRequest.aspx, by e-mailing
the Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction at assessment@ospi.wednet.edu,
or by calling the WASL Hotline at (360)
725-6348.

Q: What other options are there to earn a
Certificate of Academic Achievement
besides passing the WASL?

A: Beginning this fall, students who
have taken the WASL at least two times
and met attendance and remediation
requirements in their student learning
plans are eligible to consider the
following options:

• Comparison of a student’s grades in
applicable courses with other students
who took the same courses and who
passed the test

• Collection of evidence, in which
students submit classroom-based work
samples from academic, as well as
career and technical classes

• For math only, consideration of a
student’s PSAT, SAT, or ACT score

Q: If my high school child did not retake
the WASL in August, when is the next
time he/she can retake the test?

A: The next retake opportunity will be
during the regular WASL testing times
next March and April. Students in special
education who took the DAW last spring
may retake the test in November 2006, if
necessary.

Q: What is being done to help tenth-grade
students get the skills they need to pass
the WASL?

A: The state Legislature has given school
districts across the state money this year
for new programs to help students who
have not met standard on one or more
WASL assessments taken in grade 10 in
reading, writing, or math.

The “Promoting Academic Success”
(PAS) assistance may include, but is not
limited to, summer school, Saturday
classes, before- or after-school classes,
skills seminars, test preparation seminars,
and in-school or out-of-school tutoring.

The Puyallup School District is also
budgeting other revenue this year to offer
extended learning opportunities for
students in all grades. Teachers and
counselors are ready to partner with
families to ensure that students are on
track to graduate and prepared for the
next steps after high school.

Emerald Ridge High School teacher Eric Paul teaches geometry to
tenth graders as they prepared for the Washington Assessment of
Learning. This year’s incoming eleventh graders are the first class
required to meet standard on the WASL in reading, writing, and math
to qualify for graduation.

Q: When will parents receive their
children’s WASL scores?

A:  Late September for:

• Students in grades 3-8
• Students in grade 11 this year who

took the science WASL last spring
• Students in the Class of 2009 who took

the test last spring as ninth graders
• Students in special education programs

who participated in the Washington
Alternate Assessment System
(WAAS), developmentally appropriate
WASL (DAW), or a portfolio
assessment

A:  Late October for:
• Students who took the August WASL

retakes

Q: Who must meet standards on the
WASL to qualify for a diploma?

A:  Beginning with the Class of 2008 (this
year’s eleventh graders), students must
pass the reading, writing, and math
sections of the WASL to qualify for
graduation. Beginning with the Class of
2010 (this year’s ninth graders), students
must meet standards in reading, writing,
math, and science. Students must also
complete the required course credits, a
culminating project, and a “high school
and beyond” plan to earn a diploma.

Q: What is the minimum score required to
pass the tenth-grade WASL reading,
writing, and math tests?

A: A score of at least 400 is required to
meet standard in reading and mathematics.
This represents achieving approximately
65 percent of the points possible on each
test to pass. In writing, a minimum of 17 of
24 possible points is required to pass.
These scores or above mean students
have met the required standard for
proficiency in that particular subject.

Kayla Severson, a fourth grader
at Mt. View Elementary School
last spring, works on a math
assignment.

HIV/AIDS
curriculum preview
Parents and/or guardians of junior high
students are invited to preview the
school district’s approved HIV/AIDS
curriculum for students in grades 7-9 on
Thursday, September 7 between 5 and 7
p.m. at the Education Service Center,
302 Second Street S.E., Puyallup.

Parents wishing to exclude their child
from the state required HIV/AIDS
curriculum must preview this curriculum
and sign an exclusion form. Questions or
concerns may be addressed by attending
this meeting, contacting the child’s
teacher, or contacting Rick Wells,
director of athletics, health, and fitness at
(253) 841-8785.

Pope Elementary
celebrates 25 years

A recognitions page on the school
district Web site features students and
staff throughout the district who have
won awards in local, state, and
national competitions.

The site, which will be updated with
stories and photos throughout the
school year, shares academic successes,
as well as recognition for participation
in extra-curricular clubs and activities.
Puyallup School District is home, for
example, to three students and a teacher
recently honored through the annual
Washington Award for Vocational
Excellence. This district also recently
announced three student winners in a
school bus safety poster contest.

These stories and photos and others
can be found on the district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/
awards.

Web site features
student and staff
recognitions

In June, Pope Elementary School
reached a milestone of educating
students for a quarter of a century. A 25th

anniversary celebration and reflection is
planned Friday, September 22. The
celebration will be from 4 to 6:30 p.m.
and will feature activities, photo
displays, tours, and sharing of memories
by former teachers, students, and
principals. Pope Elementary is located at
15102 122nd Avenue E., Puyallup.

The elementary school opened its
doors for the first time in 1981 and is
named after longtime Puyallup School
District educator, Florence L. Pope.
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Students to build technical skills in new facility

Puyallup High campus master plan looks ahead 50 years

A master plan anticipates the needs of current and future generations
of Puyallup High School learners.

The high-pitched whine of pneumatic
tools fills the air while a team of students
rotates the tires on a compact car. In the
adjoining lab, another team of students
connects electronic diagnostic equipment
to tune up a truck.

According to instructor Larry Turner, the
Automotive Technology program at
Puyallup High School is growing fast.
Each semester, more than 150 students
sign up to learn automotive skills.
Because of increasing demand, inter-
mediate automotive students must pass a
competitive application process to be
accepted into the second-year class.

The current shop, however, is outdated
and beyond capacity. “We can’t add any
more electrical or technology access in
our shop areas,” said Turner, who adds
that this is a disadvantage for students
learning skills for an industry that relies
on computerized equipment. “Plus, all
of our curriculum is on computers. We
use online textbooks which are updated
quarterly to stay current with the
industry.”

Another problem is the layout of the
current shop. Explained Turner, “This
facility was originally built as two small
shops. Because of this, we have prob-
lems with vehicle access.” In addition,
Turner must travel between the two
shops to provide instruction, support,
and supervision.

At the same time, the Welding Technol-
ogy and Manufacturing programs desper-
ately need updated facilities. According to
teacher Fred Fishback, who also teaches
Metal and Glass Arts in the same area,
“The current shop is from the early 1960s,
and a lot has changed since then.”

Fifty years is a long way into the future,
but a team of community members,
teachers, and support staff have been
working hard the past year to develop a
master plan for the Puyallup High School
campus that benefits both current and
future generations.

The team has been developing a vision for
the Puyallup High School campus from
2007 through 2057. “With a master plan,
we’re looking at a specific site and
determining how the indoor and outdoor
built environment should be arranged to
provide the necessary educational
services,” said Casey Cox, executive
director of secondary school leadership.

To develop such a plan, Cox and project
manager David Johnson gathered input
from neighbors, community members, and
city of Puyallup staff. They also enlisted the
expertise of teachers and administrators
representing general education, career and
technical education, science, the library,
athletics, guidance, and administration.

With Puyallup High School currently
serving 1,700 students, the campus master
plan assumed a degree of growth. “We’re
designing a campus with permanent space
for 1,800 students,” Johnson said. “Given
this, we considered all the support that
goes with it: fields, parking, building
additions, and so on.”

The team heard and addressed neighbor-
hood concerns regarding traffic, parking,
litter, security, and the Puyallup High plaza.
“We got input from the community that’s
good for Puyallup High, but also applies to
the whole community,” said Cox.

According to Johnson, the team looked at

the past in order to help plan for the future.
The team examined a list of 12 major
facilities projects that took place at Puyallup
High over the past 100 years to gauge the
level of changes from decade to decade.
“We were trying to be more deliberate and
more explicit about where we see things

going over the next 50 years. We tried to
look into the future to where the community
is headed, including the influences from the
downtown business district and what this
means to the school area.”

With the master plan in place, work is

now under way for phase 1 of the east
campus renovation, a 2004 bond project.

“The master plan provides the general
direction for this specific project,” said
Johnson. “We need to identify and
incorporate unique conditions or pro-
grams at Puyallup High into a site-
specific educational specification consis-
tent with the PHS master plan.”

The east campus renovation will eventu-
ally consist of a three-story building.
However, phase 1 of this renovation will
focus on the following:
• Automotive technology classroom and

lab
• Metals and manufacturing classroom

and labs
• New tennis courts closer to the

physical education facilities
• Enhanced technology
• Additional parking

Future phases of the east campus renova-
tion are as yet unfunded, but will likely be
proposed in future bond issues. The
following facilities will complete the
vision for the east campus renovation:
• New science and classroom wing
• Expanded art studios
• Replacement library and media center
• Replacement gymnasium
• Replacement pool
• Expanded commons

With a clear campus master plan concept for
Puyallup High School in hand, the district is
prepared with guidelines for facilities that
can support educational achievement for
students over the next 50 years.

These problems will be solved with the
school’s East Campus Phase 1 renovation,
which is the last of the 14 capital projects
funded by the $198.5 million bond
approved by voters in February 2004.
Preparation work to create parking and
relocate the tennis courts is scheduled to
begin next summer. Actual building
construction will start in fall 2007 and
finish in September 2009.

The renovation will consist of a new
addition just south of the main building.
According to project manager David
Johnson, the new building will eventually
be three stories tall, but Phase 1 of the
project provides for the first story. This
area will include the new automotive
technology classroom and lab, a new

classroom and lab for the metals and
manufacturing classes, and possible
spaces for the video production program.

“The team is still working through the
details of which programs and classes will
go in that space,” Johnson said. “How-
ever, teachers are saying it’s more
important for like programs to be together
than for them to be in the new facility.”

The last time Puyallup High School saw
any substantial work was in 1996 when
the remodel of the main building was
completed. The Phase 1 project will
include replacement tennis courts built on
the east end of campus on Sixth Street
NW across from the school gymnasium

The Puyallup High School automotive program will have new work
space after the East Campus Phase 1 renovations are complete. Ashley
Middlekauff, an advanced automotive student,  checks under the hood
of one of the school’s trucks.

continued on page 5

School bond update

A process to select new junior high
school attendance boundaries has been
extended to allow more time for
community input.

An additional public meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. September 20 at Shaw
Road Elementary School.

A 40-member Junior High School
Boundary Study Committee has been
meeting since February to draw new
boundaries in anticipation of the
opening of recently named Glacier
View Junior High School in fall 2008.

The committee updated the school
board on its progress in May, followed
by three public hearings that same
month.

Plans were to have the school board
act on the proposal in June, however it
was agreed there should be more
opportunity for the community to
respond, said Linda Quinn, executive
director of administrative services.

“We want to make sure we have
adequate representation from the
people affected by the proposed
changes,” she said.

A drawing of the committee’s pro-
posed attendance boundaries can be
accessed from the school district Web
site. See the Capital Projects box on
the right side of the Home page.

Junior High
boundary study
process extended
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The community is invited to comment on
a recently released report that outlines
the school district’s facilities and
technology needs.

Public forums will be held on the
following dates at the Education Service
Center, 302 Second Street S.E. in
downtown Puyallup:

August 17, 6-8 p.m.
August 22, 6-8 p.m.
August 23, 10 a.m. to noon
August 24, 6-8 p.m.
August 29, 1-3 p.m.
September 7, 6-8 p.m.
September 12, 6-8 p.m.

It is only necessary to attend one of the
forums, however numerous dates were
scheduled in an attempt to accommodate
as many people as possible.

A 12-member Bond Advisory Committee

A Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee recommends that Spinning
Elementary be replaced with a larger 550-student school on the same
site to allow for growth in the Valley East Planning Region and to
update an old and needy facility.

Community is invited to comment on district facility needs
(BAC), appointed by the school board in
June to study the needs, shared its initial
report with the board on August 14. A
final report and recommendation is due
September 25, after the public forums
have ended.

While examining the facilities and
technology needs, the BAC has spent the
summer prioritizing projects and evaluat-
ing cost implications in preparation for a
possible future school bond measure.

The committee’s reference materials have
included a report presented in May by the
Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee
that outlines facility needs over the next 12
years. A copy of that report is available on
the school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The BAC has also been reviewing a
recently developed long-range technology
plan.

and swimming pool. Phase 1 will also add
more than 70 additional parking spaces in
two lots. A new west parking lot is
planned off Seventh Street behind the
portable classrooms, and a new south lot
is planned for the corner of Sixth Street
S.W. and West Pioneer Avenue. The girl’s
fastpitch field is already nearing comple-
tion north of the gymnasium.

Later phases — as yet unfunded but still
part of the master plan — will see the
construction of the second and third
stories of the building, including science
classrooms and labs, as well as expanded
work areas and storage for art classes.

Johnson explained that the focus of the
planning team is to minimize interrup-
tion to existing programs. “We want to
make sure that every year is a great year
for students,” he said.

Turner is enthusiastic about the new
automotive lab, even though the square
footage will remain the same. “Being in
one large area instead of two smaller
ones, we’ll have more efficient space
utilization,” he said. “Students will have
improved access to the vehicles. The lab
will have a more logical flow, and we’ll
be able to provide students with better
supervision.”

Fishback is also looking forward to the
new manufacturing lab. “Students will
be able to work in a lab that actually
simulates what industry is doing now,”
he said. There will be a clean room as
well as better space for students to
conceptualize their plans for production,
whether it’s a mass-produced device or
a piece of metal sculpture. “The
students need these types of programs,
and they deserve a better facility.”

Students throughout the building will
also benefit from enhanced technology
— particularly essential for automotive
students referring to their online text-
books and for manufacturing students
using computer numerical control (CNC)
systems for automated machining. With
additional student computers and built-in
DVD systems and speakers, students will
be able to obtain the information they
need to successfully learn and demon-
strate needed skills.

Over the next year, various groups will
participate in design conferences to
review schematics and design drawings
to work out the details of the building.
This ensures that the building complies
with the educational specifications for
district high schools.

School bond update
continued from page 4

The Heritage Recreation Center At South
Hill sits between Rogers High and Zeiger
Elementary schools — a project many
years in the making.

While two of the new fields were used
this past spring by local high school
fastpitch and baseball teams, the entire
complex will officially open to the public
with a dedication and ribbon-cutting
ceremony at 10 a.m. Saturday, September
16. The center is located at 9010 128th
Street E. on South Hill.

There will be free activities from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m., including exhibition games,
demonstrations, youth sports clinics,
interactive games, community informa-
tion booths, entertainment, and more.
Food concessions will also be available
throughout the event.

The festivities will end with “The
Sandlot” movie beginning at 7:45 p.m.
on soccer field “A,” presented by
Comcast Outdoor Cinema.

The recreation center features four new
international size soccer fields, which
will also be used for football; three
softball fields; one fastpitch field; and a
baseball field complete with a field-turf
infield. Several of the fields are lit for
night play to serve both the Rogers and
Puyallup high school baseball teams.

In the center of the complex are a
concession stand, restrooms, and
children’s play area. There are 468
parking stalls, which also serve as
parking places for Rogers High School

Recreation center grand opening is September 16

sophomores during the school year and
overflow parking for Zeiger Elementary
School activities.

According to Skip Ferrucci with Pierce
County Parks and Recreation, the Heritage
Recreation Center At South Hill was a
vision long before construction actually
started. “There is a 30-year history with
this project,” Ferrucci said.

Getting the vision to become a reality
required the cooperation of both the
Puyallup School District and Pierce County.
Under the terms of a 50-year agreement,
the county pays for the construction of
the $8 million project and the school
district provides the land and shares in
the maintenance costs, said project
manager Will Samuelson, a construction

administrator in the school district.

Plans are for the school district to use the
fields during the school day, while the
county will use them during evenings and
weekends. Rogers and Puyallup high
school baseball teams will use the
baseball field on some weeknights and
Saturdays for practices and games.

The Heritage Recreation Center At South
Hill adds to the many recreation opportu-
nities available nearby at the South Hill
Community Park and connects with the
park’s 1.6 mile Nathan Chapman Memo-
rial Trail.

The new recreation site is also within the
South Hill Heritage Corridor and features
three Pioneer Trail historical markers.

Heritage Recreation Center At South Hill, which celebrates its grand opening next month, features a
number of different sports fields for school and community use.

The Rogers High football team practices on one of the new fields at
the Heritage Recreation Center At South Hill.
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A Summer of Learning

Josh Burt doesn’t want to start his junior
year next month behind on credits. So the
15-year-old, who had some missing
English assignments last year, spent three
weeks in school this summer in an

innovative program offered for the first
time at Walker High School.

Casey Burbridge also admits she fell
behind in some of her classes the past few

years. However, the aspiring doctor said
she wanted to turn things around, begin-
ning with summer school, before entering
her ninth grade year this fall.

Both students participated in the REACH
(Reflect, Explore, Achieve, Collaborate,
and Have Fun) Academy at Walker High.

The Academy reinforced math and writing
skills through instruction and creative
uses of technology, gave students a jump
start on their high school culminating
project requirements, and exposed them
to career options through field trips and
in-class research projects.

“The main goal was to connect kids with
school,” said program coordinator and
teacher Alicia Nosworthy, an assistant
principal this year at Puyallup High
School. “We didn’t just teach them the
basics. We showed them how their
learning relates to the real world.”

The Academy was the brainchild of
Walker Principal Ailene Baxter. It was
funded through a partnership between the
school district and the Tacoma/Pierce
County Employment and Training
Consortium/Workforce Development

Council, which provided a $10,000 grant.

“Puyallup has done a great job relating
learning to life — it’s a program the kids
are really excited about,” said Stacey
Daniels, youth services coordinator with
the Tacoma/Pierce County Employment
and Training Consortium/Workforce
Development Council.

“The state provides money to work on
dropout prevention, and Puyallup has
been the first to jump on board with a
summer program like this,” she said.

Student Kelsey Johnson joined classmates
with calculators in hand to learn about
percents and fractions and how those
skills are used to buy a car, insurance, or
maintain a checkbook.

Students also studied what skills are
necessary for certain jobs; reinforced the
basics of capitalization, punctuation, and
sentence structure; and applied that
knowledge to write job applications and
design brochures.

They worked on their job shadow

Jordan Bluford struggled with geometry
last year, so she wasn’t surprised when she
opened the envelope in June containing her
tenth-grade results on the Washington
Assessment of  Student Learning (WASL).

She passed reading and writing, but
missed meeting standard in math.

The Rogers High School student said her
confidence in math has soared now that
she has completed a month-long “WASL
intensive” module. The summer class
provided four hours a day of math
instruction.

This month, Bluford sits down to retake
the math section of the WASL. Whether
or not she passes, she said the important
thing is she understands geometry better.

“The summer school class gets us set up
for college and ready for the real world,”
she said. “It’s helped me a lot.”

The district offered a mix of WASL
classes this summer, ranging from
intensive four-hour math, reading, and
writing modules, to courses that were
shorter in duration for students who
needed less instruction.

In all, 360 tenth graders signed up for the
state-funded WASL classes held at Rogers
High School — two-thirds of them
enrolled in math.

Several weeks into the summer program,
Bluford joined the class in a math game
designed after the Jeopardy game show.
Students selected WASL-like questions
from categories such as percents, area and
volume, and probability, then competed
against other small groups to be the first
to figure out the correct answer.

“We want them to pass the WASL, but if
they don’t pass, we want them to signifi-
cantly increase their scores,” said Rogers
High teacher Carly Nixon.

Beginning with the Class of 2008, which
are this year’s incoming high school
juniors, students must pass the reading,
writing, and math sections of the WASL
to qualify for graduation. Passing the
science section of the WASL will
become a requirement beginning with the
Class of 2010.

Nixon walked throughout
the classroom one day
stopping at desks to give
individual help to
students learning to
calculate percentages, find
the area of an isosceles
triangle, locate the Y
intercept, and apply the
Pythagorean theorem.

“They have a desire to
learn, and they want to pass
the WASL,” she said.

Jordan’s mother, Pam, said
she has seen a noticeable
difference in her daughter’s
understanding of math.” I can
see that she is grasping it,”
she said. “She wants to go on
to college, so it’s important
she understand the concepts.”

Gradin fulfill her credits for a second
semester of geometry.

“It’s been really helpful. I learned so
much,” Gradin said. Calculating the
angles of a triangle and figuring the area
of different shapes come more easily to
the teen after her time in the program.

Cognitive Tutor combines one hour of

instructor-led time and one hour of
individual time using a math computer
software program. About 105 students
signed up for the tutoring program this
year — more than double the number
from last year.

The program also helped Gradin catch up

More than 1,200 students signed up for this year’s summer school program — the
largest and most comprehensive ever offered in the Puyallup School District. Below are
profiles of three students who extended their learning through the summer months. The
stories feature three different summer school programs, focusing on junior high and
high school programs.

Summer program relates learning to life at Walker High

WASL Modules

Puyallup High School junior
Chantel Gradin wasn’t sure what
to expect when she signed up for the
summer Cognitive Tutor program. She
was afraid she might miss her summer
while in class.

Gradin enrolled anyway, and after several
weeks in the program said, “It’s definitely
been a good thing.”

The course, which lasted for two hours a
day from July 5 to August 4, helped continued on page 8

Photos from left: Students
Chantel Gradin, Chandler
Martin, and Jordan Bluford
work on math, reading, and
writing skills during summer
school.

continued on page 8
Walker High School student Josh Burt receives extra help from Alicia
Nosworthy, who coordinated a summer academy this year.

Cognitive Tutor
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Students soak up math and science during camp at Kalles

Learning math and science never seemed so much fun. More than 80 elementary students gathered the last week of June to rescue lost
treasure, sail hand-made boats, build carnival games, and explore the inner workings of electrical and battery-powered devices during a
summer camp at Kalles Junior High. The fourth annual “Camp Invention,” modeled after a national program from Ohio, featured activities
and lessons that combined science, math, history, and the arts mixed in with a good dose of summer fun. (Photos from left: Kassandra
Reynolds takes apart a boom box, Luke Sessions puts the final touches on his boat, and Gabe Clark uses a little hot air to power his boat).

Graduates leave mark on school and community
Below are profiles of two Rogers High School graduates recognized by local media for their achievements, which required extra
effort throughout their school careers. These profiles share their special stories.

When he graduated from Rogers High School in June, Adam Weaver wasn’t just
proving some people wrong, he was proving that hard work and belief in yourself can
go a long way.

Weaver, who was chosen by The News Tribune as one of the newspaper’s top 12
seniors from a pool of 153 possible honorees, faced a long road to graduation. His
father committed suicide when Weaver was young, and his mother had issues with
addiction. He moved around a lot. Weaver attended 17 different schools by the time he
was in eighth grade and was in foster care several times.

The eighth grade was a pivotal year,
Weaver said. He was told that year that he
would never graduate. Instead of believ-
ing that, and losing all hope for his future,
Weaver said he decided “to prove the
skeptics wrong.”

At this time Weaver moved in with his
current guardians, two people who have
believed in him and supported him
through high school. “They’ve been really
great,” he said.

So instead of wondering what high school
graduation would have been like, Weaver
got to experience it fully. According to
counselor Vicki Michel, Weaver gradu-
ated with a 3.96 grade point average, a
three-year letter in football, a football
Coaches Award, and dreams of his future.

When Michel was writing a recommenda-
tion about Weaver for The News Tribune
honor, she came across a story about him
that she said she felt really emphasized
the type of person he is.

As a student in the Education Careers class
at Rogers, Weaver spent time working with
second graders at Firgrove Elementary.
Right before winter break, Michel said a parent of one of the students stopped by Rogers
to drop off a gift for Weaver. The parent said Weaver had come to her children’s sporting
events and birthday parties, lending support and encouragement to them. Michel said the
mom told the Rogers staff that Weaver has had more of an impact on her children than
any other one person. “That just describes him,” said Michel. “He does good things
quietly and works hard.”

While he is not sure what his future holds, Weaver does know several things. He will be
helping this fall to coach junior high school football teams in Puyallup. He also will
pursue a career as either a firefighter or a teacher.

Above all, he said he wants to work with younger children and be there to support
them. “I never had anyone there for me when I was growing up,” he said. “I just want to
be that positive role model that I never had.”

He said he figures he can help kids who are going through tough times because “I know
what they’re going through.”

He graduated with high honors. He was named one of 20 outstanding seniors at Rogers
High School. He was selected by the The News Tribune as one of 100 senior academic
“All Stars” out of 39 regional high schools. He played varsity baseball, was active in
the American Sign Language Club, served
as a peer tutor, and was selected as an
escort for the Daffodil Court.

Since enrolling in this district as a fifth
grader in 1998, Brent Redpath experi-
enced a string of successes that culmi-
nated in June when he crossed the stage to
receive his high school diploma.

Redpath was the first deaf student to
graduate from Rogers High School since
the district established a formal Deaf and
Hard-of-Hearing program.

Mainstreamed throughout his school years
with a sign language interpreter, Brent
graduated with a 3.78 GPA. The teen said
his teachers at all levels — Zeiger
Elementary, Ballou Junior High, and
Rogers High — have been “amazing,”
and he thanks them for helping him on his
path to graduation.

As the only deaf student in his class,
communication challenges forced
Redpath to work extra hard for the
grades, as well as battle loneliness at
times. However, he was committed to
finishing the job well and to not go down
as a quitter.

“My future plans are to go to Western
Oregon University to major in education,” Redpath said. “I also plan to come back to
Puyallup and pursue a teaching position. I would like to teach deaf education, Ameri-
can Sign Language, and/or work for the district within the deaf program.”

In June, Redpath received special recognition at a Puyallup School Board meeting as
one of the district’s 60 Outstanding Seniors — 20 each from Rogers, Puyallup, and
Emerald Ridge high schools.

Teacher Mindy Silberlicht said in part, “Brent has always displayed a high degree of
integrity, responsibility, and ambition. Brent not only serves as an exceptional represen-
tative of the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing program, but of our school.”

Redpath looks back on his time in Puyallup with smiles and memories of some special
moments. Most recently he recalled getting awards at the end of his senior year — a
couple of scholarships, high academic honors for graduation, and the Presidential
Excellence of Education recognition.

He encourages other students facing challenges to know that they can — and will —
overcome them. He says that giving up should not be an option, saying, “They can do
anything they desire to do in life.”

Brent Redpath Adam Weaver
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requirements for the school
district’s high school culmi-
nating project by taking field
trips to the Intel plant and
visiting Clover Park Techni-
cal College.

Technology was a key
component of the class as Nosworthy set up a “blog”
— a computer site where students could log on outside
of class and submit comments in a group discussion-
style format about issues they studied in class.

Nosworthy and paraeducator Jackie Shively awarded
students beads for attendance, overall behavior includ-
ing attitude and work ethic, and class participation.
Students who earned a minimum of 36 beads at the end
of the three weeks received a .5 elective credit toward
graduation and a $120 stipend paid for by the grant.

“I like the fact they are teaching us how to survive in
the real world,” said Burbridge. “I know I’m a good
student, and the basic skills will help me in my classes
this year.”

on her math credits. She learned that a math lab she took
in high school last year did not count for the credits she
needed toward graduation. The Cognitive Tutor program
helped her fill in that gap.

There have been other perks to attending summer
school too, Gradin said. While she normally attends
Puyallup High, her summer courses at Rogers High
have drawn students from throughout the district’s
high schools. “It’s been neat to meet other people
here,” she said.

Program relates
learning to life
continued from page 6

Summer of learning

students who signed up for reading and math
academies offered at each of the district’s six junior
high schools.

In an attempt to serve the most students possible, the
district expanded the program this year to house
summer classes in all of the junior highs. Rather than
combining math and reading into one class as in past
years, educators offered each of the subjects as separate
classes to allow students the flexibility to sign up for
one or both subjects.

Having fewer students in class compared to the regular
school year is something Martin likes as well. “I have
learned a lot this summer,” he said.

The idea of giving up precious summer time to be in school
is made easier, he said, knowing he is surrounded by oth-
ers his own age who are there to improve. He also is not
the only one in his family learning during summer — his
two brothers are also enrolled in summer school. Teachers
have been good, he said, about making things interesting
and giving students breaks and snacks.

Martin’s father, Rick, said the summer school courses are
good for his son and give him an opportunity to get ahead.

continued from page 6

Coming to school during the summer has allowed
Chandler Martin, an eighth grader at Stahl Junior High
School, to get even more practice in his favorite subject
— math.

Reviewing fractions and how to multiply, divide, and
reduce them is part of how Martin has been spending his
mornings during the summer. He also set aside time to
work on his reading skills.

Martin is among more than 200 junior high school

Ask second and third graders at Hilltop Elementary
School to name a famous African-American, and they
are quick to rattle off not only names, but also a list of
their noteworthy accomplishments.

They know that George Washington Carver invented
peanut butter, Jimi Hendrix played a mean electric
guitar, and Harriet Tubman was brave and devoted her
life to fighting slavery. They also can recount details
about the lives of Wilt Chamberlain, Louis Armstrong,
and Maya Angelou.

Their teachers, in this case, were eighth-grade students
in Pat Riley’s Language Arts class last year at Edgemont

of noted African-Americans. Once printed, students
added illustrations using art mediums such as watercolor,
pen and ink line drawings, construction paper collages,
and photographs. On the back page of each book,
students included an “About the Author” write-up in
which they recorded where they were born and elabo-
rated about hobbies and interests.

Student Tanner Pettie researched
George Washington Carver. He wrote
how Carver discovered 325 uses for the
peanut, including peanut butter. “Many
of us eat peanut butter quite often,” he
wrote. “It is good with jelly on sand-
wiches and even tastes good on a bowl
of vanilla ice cream. We have George
Washington Carver to thank for that.”

Kevin Hillberg admittedly was nervous
when he first walked into the elemen-
tary class and sat down next to two
second graders to share his finished
product on Colin Powell. “Once I got
started reading, it was easy,” he said.

Hailey Johansen also had a crowd around her as she
shared about musician Stevie Wonder.

In one of the opening pages of her book, Johansen
featured a drawing of the symbol commonly posted next

to an entrance or exit door to specify the area is acces-
sible to people with disabilities. She wrote, “Is blindness
even a handicap? Does being blind affect your abilities?
Obviously not in Stevie Wonder’s case.”

Hilltop students were all ears as they sat at desks or in a
circle on the floor around the teen authors.

Alexis Wakefield and Taylor Gist leaned forward with
interest, their noses almost touching Edgemont student
Mandy Kelley’s book. “Do you guys know what segrega-
tion means?” Kelley asked the young girls. When they
shook their heads no, she stopped reading long enough to
teach the meaning of the word.

The Hilltop students weren’t the only ones impressed
with the biographies.

“I love it. This is great,” said third-grade teacher Kim
Gillihan. “We are studying black history this month, and
my students are coloring mini-booklets on people like
Rosa Parks and Harriett Tubman. This is a perfect tie to
what we are doing in our class.”

Second-grade teacher Karen Zawislak, who had several
former students read their research projects to her class,
added, “These books will be something these junior high
students will keep for the rest of their lives. To start some-
thing this big, see it finished, and then share it with younger
people who appreciate and can learn from it is so special.”

Student authors share biographies of famous African-Americans

Junior High. The 40 junior high students each selected an
accomplished African-American to research. Instead of
writing a traditional report for their teacher, they wrote
and illustrated biographies in the form of children’s
books to share with neighboring Hilltop students.

The teens’ work was also displayed for one month this
spring at the Pierce County Library’s South Hill branch.
“This is an exciting and very unique project,” said Mary
Getchell, marketing and communications manager for the
Pierce County Library System.

The six-week research and writing project began with
students researching information about their chosen
notables on the Internet and in library books. Riley and
Edgemont Librarian Beth Watts assisted students as they
wrote their first drafts, shared them with peers for
editing, then entered the final drafts on the computer.

Students began the book-making
part of the project by removing old
and tattered pages from thrift store
books. They measured and cut
fabric to recover the outside of the
various sizes of hard-bound books,
created paper book jackets with the
name and a colorful illustration of
their famous person, then stapled
the center of the books and hot-
glued the front and back pages of
the biographies to the cover.

One of the most challenging aspects
of this assignment, said Riley, was
teaching students to write for a
young audience. “They are more
comfortable writing for a teacher, but writing for children
was definitely a challenge for them.”

In the process, students learned research, keyboarding,
and formatting skills in addition to a better understanding

“This is an exciting and very unique
project.”

Mary Getchell
Marketing and communications manager

Pierce County Library System

Edgemont Junior High student Mandy Kelley  shares her book with Hilltop Elementary students
(from left) Alexis Wakefield and Taylor Gist.

Kelsey Johnson
learns percentages
in summer program.

Illustration from a book about
Ray Charles.

Reading and Math Academies
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Meet the school district’s newly appointed school leadership

Assistant Superintendent of
Student Learning and
Instructional Support

Name:  Jay Reifel
Former Position:  Principal,
Kopachuck Middle School and
Harbor Middle School, Peninsula
School District in Gig Harbor

Previous Positions:  Assistant Superintendent, Area
Superintendent, and Principal/Assistant Principal in the
Bethel School District
Degrees:  Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Univer-
sity of Puget Sound; Ed.D. from Seattle University

Executive Director of
Secondary School Leadership
Name: Casey Cox
Former Position: Interim Executive
Director of Secondary School
Leadership in the Puyallup School
District
Previous Positions: Capital Projects
Educational Planner; Assistant Principal and Principal at
Emerald Ridge High; Assistant Principal at Puyallup
High; Administrative Assistant at Yelm High
Degrees:  Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
Washington State University

Director of Diversity Affairs

Name: Gerald Denman
Former Position:  Principal at Ballou
Junior High
Previous Positions:  Dean of Students
at Kentridge High in Kent; Teacher in
the Clover Park and Kent school
districts

Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington
University and master’s degree from City University

Name: Margie Jensen
Former Position:  Director of Student
Services in the Puyallup School
District
Previous Positions:  Co-Principal and
Assistant Principal at Rogers High;
Principal at Ballou Junior High; Vice
Principal at Ballou and Kalles junior high schools
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Washington State
University and master’s degree from University of Puget
Sound

Director of Human Resources

Name: Laura Marcoe
Former Position:  Budget Accountant
in the Puyallup School District
Previous Positions:  Accounts
Payable/Paraprofessional with a
Tacoma CPA firm
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from
Pacific Lutheran University

Administrator of Accounting

Director of Student Learning
and Instructional Support –
Math and Science K–12

Name: Andrew Schwebke
Former Position: Teacher on Special
Assignment in the Puyallup School
District
Previous Positions:  K-12 Science
Curriculum Specialist in the Puyallup
School District; Teacher in Puyallup and Bellevue school
districts
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from the University of
Washington and master’s degree from Seattle University

Central Administration

High Schools

Name:  Rick Cox
Former Position: Assistant Principal
at Puyallup High School
Previous  Positions:  Assistant
Principal at Evergreen High in Seattle;
Dean of Students at Washington High

in the Franklin Pierce School District
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington
University and master’s degree from Pacific Lutheran
University

Rogers High School
Assistant Principal

Puyallup High School
Assistant Principal

Name:  Alicia Nosworthy
Former Position:  Building Learning
Specialist at Walker High
Previous Positions: Instructional
Technology Facilitator and Teacher in
the Puyallup School District
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from
University of Washington and master’s degree from
University of Puget Sound

Emerald Ridge High School
Assistant Principal

Name:  Troy Hodge
Former Position: Interim Assistant
Principal at Emerald Ridge High
Previous Positions: Administrative
Intern and Teacher at Stahl Junior
High

Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington
University and master’s degree from City University

Name: Collette Stewart
Former Position:  Assistant Principal
at Rogers High School
Previous Positions: Administrative
Intern at Puyallup High; Health and
Fitness Teacher at Puyallup High and
Kalles Junior High; Physical Education Specialist at
various PSD elementary schools; basketball and soccer
coach
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Eastern Washington
University and master’s degree from City University

Emerald Ridge High School
Assistant Principal

Puyallup High School
Assistant Principal
Name: Jason Smith
Former Position: Assistant Principal
at Kent-Meridian High School in the
Kent School District
Previous Positions: Dean of Students
and Small Learning Communities
Grant Coordinator in Kent; English

Adjunct Professor at community college level and
Teacher in Arizona
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from University of  Arizona
and master’s degree from Northern Arizona University

Junior High Schools

Edgemont Junior High School
Principal
Name:  Krista Bates
Former Position:  Assistant Principal
at Ferrucci Junior High
Previous Positions: Assistant
Principal at Eatonville Middle School;
Administrative Assistant and Adminis-
trative Intern, Department Chair, and
Math and PE Teacher at Stahl Junior High; Teacher at
Ballou and Kent junior high schools
Degrees:  Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Pacific
Lutheran University

Ballou Junior High School
Principal

Name: Sandra Jacobson
Former Position: Principal at
Edgemont  Junior High
Previous Positions:  Principal at
Hilltop Elementary; Assistant Princi-
pal and Teacher at Ballou Junior High;

Assistant Principal at Edgemont Junior High
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington
University and master’s degree from University of Puget
Sound

Ballou Junior High School
Assistant Principal
Name: Michelle Cruckshank
Former Position: Interim Assistant
Principal at Ballou Junior High
Previous Positions: Administrative
Intern and Smaller Learning Commu-
nities Grant Coordinator at Rogers
High; Teacher at Meeker and Firgrove elementary schools
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from the University of
Portland and master’s degree from the University of
Puget Sound

Kalles Junior High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Jack Widmann
Former Position: Administrative
Assistant and Teacher at Ballou Junior
High
Previous Positions:  Teacher at
Spinning Elementary and Teacher and

Coach at Ferrucci and Ballou junior high schools
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington
University and master’s degree from Lesley University

continued on page 10

The Puyallup School Board unanimously agreed during
a special board meeting July 12 to extend Superinten-
dent Tony Apostle’s contract through 2009.

“It’s an honor to have him join us for another three
years,” said Director Greg Heath.

Apostle was selected in May 2004 to the district’s top
leadership post following a nationwide search and an
extensive interview process. Puyallup ranks as the ninth
largest school district in Washington.

Board President Diana Seeley summarized the collec-
tive thoughts of the board in a letter to Apostle as part
of his annual performance review. It said in part:

“Dr. Apostle has had an exemplary year of accomplish-
ments. While still a relatively new superintendent, he
has acted with the drive and ambition of a seasoned

veteran. He has established his leadership style as
proactive, setting the direction and aligning constituen-
cies.”

The letter went on to say, “Dr. Apostle is not afraid to
make the tough decisions. He is always thinking and
planning what needs to take place.”

During the board meeting Seeley told Apostle, “We’re
very fortunate to have you to lead us to where we need to
go next.”

Director Bruce Dammeier added, “I feel really good
about where we’re going to be in 2009.”

Apostle thanked the board for its support. “I’m fortunate
to have all of you. You inspire me, you motivate me, and
your guidance and direction are most helpful and very
much appreciated.”

School board extends superintendent’s contract

Superintendent Tony Apostle explains
artwork at the Education Service Center to  a
Puyallup Family Co-op second grade class.

The following people have been selected to fill leader-
ship positions this year in the Puyallup School Disrict.
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continued from page 9
New school leaders

Stahl Junior High School
Assistant Principal

Ferrucci Junior High School
Assistant Principal

Rogers High JROTC instructor named best in the nation
Retired Army Maj. Monte Mingus, who has led the
JROTC program at Rogers High School the past 12
years, has been named the nation’s top Senior Army
Instructor for 2006.

The U.S. Army Cadet Command
selected Mingus from a field of more
than 1,600 candidates in similar
positions throughout the United
States and overseas where JROTC
units are located.

Mingus will receive the Incentive
Award for excellence in September

during a special ceremony at Rogers High School.

“Being an instructor and being able to work with students
every day is a terrific job,” said Mingus. “It is amazing to
see how much these students learn, develop, and mature
while in the JROTC program. Helping cadets get
scholarships and teaching them skills they need to be
successful in the 21st century is very rewarding.”

The mission of JROTC, said Mingus, is not necessarily to
put people in the service. “Our mission is to motivate young
people to become better citizens.” He was instrumental in
establishing the JROTC program at Rogers High School.

Senior Lauren Hoover is one of 132 students enrolled in

JROTC this fall and will serve as the program’s
Battalion Commander. Through her years in JROTC,
she said she has grown as an individual by learning
about characteristics such as integrity, discipline, trust,
and optimism.

Accomplishments that helped Mingus earn the award

include a long list of contributions
inside and outside of the classroom.

Mingus served as a member of the
school’s Learning Improvement Team,
conducted Nova Net computer classes
after school hours for students who need
to make up credits, arranged for students
to qualify for physical education credits
for enrolling in JROTC classes, and
guided cadets to maintain a top score on
the unit’s formal inspection to earn the
“Honor Unit with Distinction” designa-
tion from the command.

He also participates in community
service activities with his students and
generally oversees every aspect of the
program, ensuring compliance with
school and Army requirements.

“This selection is based not just on me,
but it reflects the great support I have received from
those around me,” said Mingus. He especially thanked
Superintendent Tony Apostle and his staff, fellow
JROTC instructor Sgt. Maj. Norm Fowler, Rogers High
Principal Scott Brittain and other Rogers administrators
and staff, community members, and “a great group of
cadets who always give 110 percent.”

Monte Mingus

Name:  Melanie Helle
Former Position: Interim Assistant
Principal at Stahl Junior High
Previous Positions: Building
Learning Specialist at Northwood and
Mountain View elementary schools;
Administrative Intern at Northwood Elementary;
Teacher at Firgrove and Waller Road elementary
schools
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Pacific Lutheran
University and master’s degree from Grand Canyon
University

Name: Steve Leifsen
Former Position:  Assistant Principal
at Woodland and Fruitland elementary
schools
Previous Positions: Administrative
Intern and Teacher in the special

education program at Pope Elementary
Degrees:  Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Pacific
Lutheran University

Elementary Schools

Edgerton Elementary School
Planning Principal
Name:  Guy Kovacs
Former Position: Principal at
Firgrove Elementary
Previous Positions: Principal at
Waller Road Elementary;
Assistant Principal, Administrative
Assistant/Intern, and Curriculum Specialist at Firgrove
Elementary; Teacher at  Kalles Junior High and Wild-
wood Elementary
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Pacific Lutheran
University, and master’s degree from City University

Carson Elementary School
Planning Principal

Name: Arturo Gonzalez
Former Position: Principal at Spin-
ning Elementary
Previous Positions: Elementary
Principal and Assistant Principal in
Walla Walla Public Schools; Teacher

in Wenatchee School District
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington
University and master’s degree from Heritage College

Wildwood Elementary
School Principal

Name: Nick Hedman
Former Position: Building Learning
Specialist at Firgrove Elementary
Previous Positions:  Teacher at
Ridgecrest and Sunrise elementary
schools
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from
Seattle Pacific University and master’s degree from
University of Puget Sound

Name: Amy Eveskige
Former Position: Principal at
Chatauqua Elementary in the Vashon
Island School District
Previous Positions:  Chief School
Administrator at Muckleshoot Tribal
School; Elementary Principal/Assistant Principal, Teacher,
and Director of Personnel at Chief Leschi School
Degrees:  Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
University of Puget Sound

Name: Robyn Goodwin
Former Position: Principal at Wild-
wood Elementary
Previous positions: Elementary
Principal in Morton, WA; Principal

Intern, Accelerated Schools Coach, and Teacher in the
Clover Park School District;
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington
University and master’s degree from University of
Washington

Name: Almai Malit–Idler
Former Position: Building Learning
Specialist at Woodland Elementary
Previous Positions: Administrative
Intern and Teacher at Zeiger
Elementary

Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State
University and master’s degree from University of Puget
Sound

Name:  Glenn Malone
Former Position:  Director of
Technology Planning in Puyallup
School District
Previous positions: Capital Projects
Technology Planner; Principal at

Firgrove and Maplewood elementary schools
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington
University and master’s degree from Central Washington
University

Firgrove Elementary
School Principal

Name: Eric Molver
Former Position: Principal at
Idlewild Elementary in the Clover
Park School District
Previous Positions: Principal at
Greenwood Elementary in the Clover
Park School District and Vice Principal

at Woodbrook Middle School in the Clover Park School
District
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Washington State
University and master’s degree from Eastern Washington
University

Woodland Elementary
School Principal

Name: Jeanie Schneider
Former Position: Assistant Principal
at Brouillet Elementary
Previous Positions: Teacher in
Puyallup, California, and Oregon
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Long
Beach State University and master’s degree from Portland
University

Karshner Elementary
School Principal

Spinning Elementary
School Principal
Name: Conchita Oliver-Moore
Former Position: Assistant Principal
at Emerald Ridge High
Previous Positions: Assistant Princi-
pal at Tumwater Middle School;
Assistant Principal at Lincoln Middle

School in Pullman; Teacher in Mississippi and Washington
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Millsaps College,
master’s of science degree from Iowa State University,
and master’s degree from Pacific Lutheran University

Shaw Road and Wildwood
Elementary Schools
Assistant Principal

Brouillet Elementary School
Assistant Principal

Fruitland and Woodland
Elementary Schools
Assistant Principal

Name: Char Krause
Former Position: Building Learning
Specialist at Brouillet Elementary
Previous Positions:  Building
Learning Specialist and Teacher at
Waller Road Elementary; Teacher at
Firgrove Elementary
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State
University and master’s degree from University of Puget
Sound

Pope Elementary School
Interim Assistant Principal

Maj. Monte Mingus stands in front of Rogers High with  this
year’s JROTC Battalion Commander Lauren Hoover.

Calendars available
The 2006-07 school district wall calendar, which
includes contact numbers and a listing of school
leadership positions at all 31 schools, is available at
school buildings and at the Education Service Center,
302 Second Street S.E., Puyallup. This year’s theme is
“Building A Foundation for Learning.”
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A perfect state audit report is commend-
able. To get one four years in a row,
especially as the ninth largest school
district in the state, is “reflective of an
attitude of continued accountability with
the public’s money,” said State Auditor
Brian Sonntag.

Puyallup is among only a handful of
school districts with about the same
enrollment in Washington that has
achieved four or more consecutive
flawless audit reports.

“The citizens can be assured that the
school district has good internal controls
and processes in place to safeguard their
tax dollars,” said Sonntag. “It shows good
stewardship, and it also shows they care
about a commitment to work construc-
tively with the state auditor’s office.”

The Washington State Auditor’s Office
recently released its annual financial
review of how the Puyallup School
District received and spent its money in
the 2004-05 school year. Auditors
concluded Puyallup had sound financial
practices and complied with all laws and
regulations to protect the interests of
taxpayers as it managed a $150 million
budget.

The Auditor’s Office conducts an annual

financial review of each school district in
the state. A team sent to Puyallup spent
about 65 days over a three-month period
last year carefully examining a broad
range of the district’s finances.

The audit report stated in part, “Our last
four consecutive audits have reported no
findings. Management has historically
been very responsive to our recommenda-
tions for improvements.”

State auditors reviewed
the district’s account-
ability of money in a
number of areas,
including student store
operations, and
athletics and activity
fund-raisers.

When examining student stores, auditors
looked at the entire operation, including
whether students keep accurate financial
statements, maintain inventories, practice
proper cash handling, and designate
duties among workers. “Basically they
want to see if good business practices are
being used,” said Laura Marcoe, adminis-
trator of accounting.

Auditors also examined the district
payroll, cash receipting and revenues,
timely deposit of public funds, and how

accurately the district maintains records
of enrollment and the number of students
who ride buses.

More than half of the district’s 21,000
students ride the bus to and from school
each day, and drivers spend a week in fall
documenting the number of children who
board the bus, the number of stops made
on a route, and other identifiers requested
by the state.

“It’s not easy to have an error-free
report,” said Marcoe. “This is testament
to how hard the transportation staff works
on this. It’s a huge job to gather the
information and compile it into a report
for the state.”

Auditors also spent time this year review-
ing district books to examine how
Puyallup complies with general and
specific requirements of major federal
awards, as well as its adherence to the
open public meetings act.

“The auditors found that the district
complied with state laws and regulations
and our own policies and procedures,”
said Debra Aungst, the school district’s
assistant superintendent of education
support. “The auditors added that the
district’s internal controls were adequate
to safeguard public assets.”

Laura Marcoe

Student Records will move this month
from Northwood Elementary to its new
location next to the Science Resource
Center (SRC) on South Hill.

The office, which houses transcripts and
other student records, will be located
inside a portable trailer on the north side
of the SRC — a small red house on the
west side of the road leading to the
district’s warehouse, transportation, and
food services offices. Both student
Records and the SRC will share the
same address at 1509 39th Avenue S.W.,
Puyallup. Student Records phone
numbers will remain the same at (253)
841-8635 or (253) 435-2611.

Student Records
moves to South Hill

Puyallup gets fourth perfect state audit report

New student
transportation fee
Students who participate in junior high or
high school athletics will be required to
pay an athletic transportation fee this year
to help offset rising fuel costs, provided
the school board approves a recom-
mended budget that was scheduled to go
before directors on August 14.

Athletes will be required to pay the fee
for each season in which they partici-
pate — fall, winter, and spring. The fee
will be waived or reduced for students
who qualify for the district’s free and
reduced lunch program.

Junior high students will pay $7.50 per
season, and high school students will
be charged $15 per season. The fee will
be paid at the school level as part of the
athletic registration process. The
estimated $30,000 raised by the new
fee will be used to help offset increased
athletic transportation expenses due to
fuel prices, said Debra Aungst, assistant
superintendent of education support.

Unlike other after-school activities that
are supported fully through student
ASB fundraisers, athletics transporta-
tion costs have historically been
covered in part by the school district,
said Aungst.

If projections hold true, Puyallup’s
enrollment will continue to spiral upward
this year with 370 additional students,
requiring an increased investment in
teachers, school supplies, transportation,
and other building support.

A recommended spending plan for the
2006-07 school year sets aside money to
accommodate the growth, focus on
student achievement, upgrade student
record information and other technology
needs, reinstitute daily cleaning at
junior high and high schools, and
prepare for the opening of three
new schools.

A final public hearing on the
budget was held on August 14, with
school board action scheduled to
follow. School districts across the
state are required by law to adopt a
balanced budget each year by
August 31.

The majority of this year’s enroll-
ment growth will be seen at the
elementary school level, especially
in the south end of the district. The
Puyallup School District is the
ninth largest district in Washington
with more than 21,000 students.

“Developing a balanced 2006-07
budget has not been easy, as we
are in a time of increased expecta-
tions and decreased state and
federal funding,” said Superinten-
dent Tony Apostle. He said the
spending plan “will enable us to
improve student achievement by
placing resources where they are
needed the most — in support of
our students.”

Student achievement

The district is moving aggressively
toward aligning its curricula across the
district to the state’s essential academic
learning requirements and grade level
expectations. Money is budgeted for
textbooks and instructional materials,
curriculum development, and staff
training.

Budget focuses on student achievement, growth
Technology

Funds are also earmarked for an overhaul
of the district’s aging student records
system, which tracks data such as classes
taken and behavior/discipline history.

“It’s critical to the operation of the
district,” said Debra Aungst, assistant
superintendent of education support.
“When people move, for example, they
need accurate records and transcripts.”

addressed with a proposal to reinstate
daily cleaning at all junior high and high
schools.

While certain parts of the campuses,
such as common eating areas, have
always been cleaned daily, general
classroom cleaning such as vacuuming
or desk cleaning was limited to every
other day.

School campus security and support

Apostle recommends adding a
School Resource Officer (SRO) at
Puyallup High School. Emerald
Ridge and Rogers high schools
currently have one full time SRO
at each school.

Based on a study of school
districts with similar enrollments, a
total of 20 hours of campus
security time will be reduced at the
high schools to bring the levels of
the district’s high school security
staffing more in line with other
districts of similar size.

The addition of other school
support includes teaching assis-
tants, formally referred to as
paraeducators, to help with
campus supervision at the district’s
largest elementary schools.
Additional front office clerical
staff members will also be
provided to schools with the
largest enrollments in already
overpopulated buildings, resulting
in increased customer service and
fewer overtime requirements.

Budget challenges

Challenges include increasing fuel costs,
and Apostle recommends students pay an
athletic transportation fee to help offset the
cost of transporting athletes to and from
events (see related article on this page).

The district also faces a state-authorized
cost-of-living increase in salary, benefits,
and retirement contributions. Local funds
cover the percentage of the increase not
paid for by the state.

Stahl Junior High custodian Scott Freeman
cleans students’ chairs. A recommended
budget proposes reinstating daily cleaning at
junior high and high schools.

QUEST is a program for highly capable
or “gifted” elementary students in the
Puyallup School District. Testing for
grades 2-6 will begin on September 11,
2006. First-grade testing will occur in
January 2007.

In the pullout program, selected
students spend one full day per school
week at the enrichment center located
behind Maplewood Elementary. The
goal of this program is to provide
challenges for students with high
ability, academic aptitude, or unique
creative thinking ability. Staff, parents,
students, and community members can
make student referrals. Forms are
available at the QUEST office or at any
elementary school office. Students
interested in placement in this program
are administered ability and achieve-
ment tests at the QUEST building
located at 428 11th Street S.W. in
Puyallup.  Completed parent forms
must be on file in the QUEST office
before testing takes place.

For more information, contact the
QUEST office at (253) 841-8751 or
visit the Web site at http://
schools.puyallup.k12.wa.us/programs/
quest/index.htm.

QUEST testing dates

The budget also allots $100,000 for
replacement batteries for as many as 880
student, teacher, and administrator laptop
computers, as well as funds to purchase
11 computer laptops and Information
Communication Stations for new teachers.

Reinstate daily cleaning at
secondary schools

Maintaining a clean learning environment
for students and workplace for staff is
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High school baseball and fastpitch teams
dominated the fields last spring, and one
team set a school record in the process.

The Emerald Ridge High School baseball
team became the first boys team sport in
the school’s six-year history to advance to
post-season play. The Jaguars were in full
swing through the regular season, ending
with a 13-7 record.

Coach Tim Spears was selected as the
South Puget Sound League (SPSL) South
Baseball Coach of the Year.

Puyallup High School’s baseball team
also had an impressive 16-4 record,
clinching the South Puget Sound League
title. The Tacoma News Tribune named
coach Marc Wiese the All-Area Coach of
the Year.

In girls sports, the Rogers High School
fastpitch team nearly swept the competi-
tion with solid pitching and base running.

Thanks to an online meal payment plan,
parents can prepay for their child’s
school meals, keep track of what they
are ordering, and view the daily menu,
prices, and nutritional food content —
all with the click of a computer button.

This is the second year of the district’s
online payment plan. The program is
designed so that parents prepay for
school meals using a credit or debit
card. The service automatically e-mails
the card holder when an account
balance is low. To sign up for the
service and learn more about the
program, visit the school district Web
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us and
click on “Lunch Menus” (or the apple
icon) near the top of any page. Once on
the Food and Nutrition Services page,
click on “mySchoolBucks.com” and
follow the registration directions.

The cost of a school lunch has in-
creased at all levels this year. Elemen-
tary students pay $2.20, junior high
students pay $2.50, and high school
students pay $2.60. Breakfast prices
remain the same at $1.50 for all levels.
A carton of milk costs 55 cents.
Reduced price lunches for those who
qualify remain the same at 40 cents
each for all grade levels. Breakfasts this
year for that income level are free. Free
and reduced lunch applications are
available on the district Web site by
clicking on “Lunch Menus.”

Online school meal
payment plan

Spring sports wrap-up Ballou narrows
achievement gapStudent athletes drive home numerous awards

The lady RAMS won the league title with
an almost flawless 19-1 record, then
advanced to the West Central District
playoffs and played through to the final
round. First-year coach Jaclyn Ramsey was
named SPSL Fastpitch Coach of the Year.

Emerald Ridge High School’s fastpitch
team ended the season tied for third place
and advanced to the first round of league
playoffs.

Soccer

One of the most exciting match-ups of the
season came down to a playoff game
between Puyallup and Emerald Ridge
high schools before a large crowd at
Sparks Stadium.

Both teams ended the regular season play
tied for fourth place in the SPSL with five
wins, two losses, and three ties. They tied
at the end of regulation in the playoff
game and also tied after two overtimes,
forcing a shootout to determine the
winner.

During a shootout, one player kicks a
penalty shot against a goal-keeper. This
process is repeated five times, and the
team with the most goals wins. In this
case, the Vikings pulled ahead to win and
advanced to league playoffs for the first
time in 10 years.

“I’ve never seen teams so evenly

matched,” said Rick Wells, director of
athletics, health, and fitness. “It was a
heartbreaker for Emerald Ridge, but it
was really fun to watch.”

Puyallup High School coach Matt
White, and first-year coach Jason
Farias, of Rogers High School, shared
the SPSL Boys Soccer Coach of the
Year honors.

Water Polo

The Puyallup High School girls water
polo team made a splash last spring when
it clinched its first division championship
in the school’s history. The team advanced
to state and finished fourth with a 21-2
record overall, and a perfect 19-0 record
in the regular season.

Puyallup High coach Todd Fletcher
received the SPSL’s Coach of the Year
honors for girls water polo.

Tennis

The Emerald Ridge and Puyallup High
School girls tennis teams tied for third
place in the West Central District.

Emerald Ridge’s Alyssa Ferry advanced
to state for the third consecutive year
and placed fifth in the singles tourna-
ment, while Puyallup’s Konner Ayris

and Scott Sullivan placed seventh in the
state doubles division.

Rogers High School’s girls tennis team,
under the leadership of coach Nathan
Whitley, won the 2006 SPSL Sportsman-
ship Award. In a congratulatory letter to
Whitley, Wells wrote, “This recognition is
indicative of those who have not only
achieved significant success on the tennis
court, but also demonstrated the highest
standard of leadership, sportsmanship,
and respect.”

Track

Both the boys and girls track teams from
Emerald Ridge ran away with second place
in the South Puget Sound League.
Several runners advanced to the state meet
and received medals for placing in the top
eight spots in their individual heats. The
SPSL named Gary Osborne, of Emerald
Ridge, Girls Track Coach of the Year.

Golf

The Rogers High School Boys Golf
Team, led by head coach Paul Appel,
received the highest academic honor in
the state. The Rams received the honor of
“State Academic Champions” for having a
combined team GPA of 3.77 — the
highest among all Class 4A high school
golf teams in Washington.

Ballou Junior High School is one of 42
Washington schools recognized
nationally for significantly narrowing
the achievement gap between economi-
cally disadvantaged students and the
rest of their classmates. The junior high
is one of a handful of schools in Pierce
County to earn the distinction based on
a comprehensive study of reading and
math scores among lower- and higher-
performing groups. To read more about
this honor, click on “More District
News” on the Home page of the district
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

On your mark ... get set ... go!

Photos from left: Karshner Elementary student Ana Duenas and
Pope Elementary students Ariana Stinson and Courtney Couch
prepare to race at the annual elementary district track meet in June.
Photos of the special spring track meet are available on the district
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/studentprograms/athletic.

Rogers High School girls
fastpitch captain Rachel Wheeler
contributed to the team’s league
title.

photo courtesy of Andrew Berkshire

Emerald Ridge High School outfielder Josh Takayoshi dives back
safely to first base in a match against Beamer High School.

photo courtesy of Jim Meyerhoff

Wildwood and
Maplewood win grants
Starbucks Coffee Company has
awarded a $15,000 grant to both
Wildwood and Maplewood elementary
schools to go toward purchasing new
playground equipment. To learn more
about the grant and the projects, click
on “More District News” on the Home
page of the district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

School emergency
information
Parents and community members can
obtain up-to-the-minute school closure
and emergency information for each of
the district’s 31 schools through a public
schools emergency communications
system. Subscribers can customize the
free service to receive instant notifica-
tion via e-mail or pager when school
schedules change due to inclement
weather or other emergency situations.
To subscribe, visit the district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us and click on
the Emergency Info button at the top of
any page. Click on “SchoolReport.org,”
then click on “My School Report” and
sign up with an e-mail address.  The
service is operated by the Puget Sound
Educational Service District.


