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Students demonstrate gains in reading, math, and writing

Seventh graders  Skylon Luplow (front) and Tyler McBride work on a
writing exercise last month at Edgemont Junior High. Seventh graders
throughout the district made strong gains in writing on the 2006
Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL).

Tenth graders demonstrated across-the-
board gains in reading, math, and writing
on the 2006 Washington Assessment of
Student Learning (WASL).

One of the biggest success stories is in
writing. More than 86 percent of students
throughout the school district met or
exceeded the state standard — up from
69.7 percent the previous year.

Encouraging WASL results are also
evident among seventh graders. Their
scores on the writing section of last
spring’s WASL climbed a sizeable 10
percentage points from the previous year.

Math dipped slightly at this grade, and
reading scores — consistent with what
educators are calling an anomaly state-
wide after years of steady growth — also
declined.

While performance dropped a few
percentage points in the three core subjects
at the fourth-grade level, these students’
scores have been steadily climbing over
the past several years and remain “strong,”
said Bob Silverman, executive director of
assessment and accountability.

More than 82 percent of Puyallup’s fourth
graders, for example, are meeting or
exceeding the state’s reading standard.
“This is remarkable,”  Silverman said.
“Reading is the bedrock for learning, and
our students have a firm foundation.”

Equally as impressive, Silverman said, is
the academic growth that is evident
among Puyallup School District students
since the WASL was first administered

nearly a decade ago. In many cases the
number of students meeting standard has
more than doubled, and in a few instances
nearly tripled (see adjacent WASL graphs
comparing the 2006 results to the first
year students took the test).

“This reflects our continued efforts to raise
student achievement,” Silverman said.

Puyallup’s educators and others across the
state have been keeping a close eye on
WASL performance gains, especially since
this year’s juniors are the first class that
must meet state standards in math, reading,
and writing to graduate from high school.
Students will be required to pass the science
section of the test beginning in 2010.

Parker Reed, a fourth grader at
Maplewood Elementary, reads in
class. More than 91 percent of the
school’s fourth graders met the
WASL reading standard.

“This reflects our continued efforts to raise student
achievement.”

Bob Silverman

Many of the students who failed the math
section of the WASL in spring took
intensive summer school classes to
prepare for August retakes. Parents and
students can expect to receive those test
scores next month.

In addition to reading, writing, and math,
students in grades five, eight, and 10 also
learned last month how they fared on the
science WASL.

This was the first year that students in
grades seven and eight were required to
take a full year of science. More than 40
percent of the district’s eighth graders met
or exceeded the science standard — up
nearly nine percentage points from the

Puyallup ranks as one of the top school
districts in Pierce County for the number
of tenth graders who met standard in all
three core subjects.

There is still plenty of work to be done,
however, to boost student achievement in
math — a dilemma educators are facing
nationwide.

 “Our country is finally overcoming denial
and starting to confront our math problem,
largely because we are starting to feel the
economic impact of competition from
countries whose students out-perform
ours,” said state schools Superintendent
Terry Bergeson.

previous year. “These results are promis-
ing,” Silverman said.

This was also a landmark WASL year as
it was the first time scores were re-
leased statewide for students in grades
three, five, six, and eight. These results
will serve as baseline data to track
future academic progress. The WASL is
one of several tools the school district
uses to measure students’ skills and
knowledge.

For more information about programs in
place this year to help students succeed,
see page 7.

2006 WASL Results
(compared to the first year

students took the test)

To view detailed WASL scores for the
district and individual schools for each
year dating back to 1997, visit the
Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction Web site at www.k12.wa.us.
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Superintendent's Message
Carrying the torch for student achievement

Reading is fundamental to success in school
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District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse
community, the Puyallup School
District challenges students to
achieve their academic, creative, and
physical potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically
by the Puyallup School District as part
of a communications link between the
district and the community. Its intent
and purpose is to provide the board and
district staff a venue to inform
community members about programs,
goals, and activities of public
education in the Puyallup School
District.  Please direct questions or
comments to Karen Hansen, director
of communications and executive
services, PO Box 370, Puyallup WA
98371; telephone (253) 841-8703; or
e-mail khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.
Responses, as appropriate, will be
provided directly to those who contact
this office.

Coordinator: Karen Hansen

Editor: Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: Dale
Carrington

Contributing Writers: Shanon
Burke, Susan Gifford, and Teresa
Stover.

Puyallup School District No. 3
complies with all federal rules and
regulations and does not discriminate
or permit harassment on the basis of
race, gender, national origin, religion,
age, marital status, sexual orientation,
or disability. This holds true for all
students who are interested in
participating in educational programs
and/or extracurricular activities.
Inquiries regarding compliance
procedures may be directed to the
district's Title IX/RCW 28A.640
Officer and Section 504 Coordinator
(Larry Sera, Assistant Superintendent
of Human Resources) at 302 Second
St., S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.
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Board Member’s Message

Fall has arrived, and with it, the beginning
of a new school year. New clothes and
new school supplies seem to be the
priority for families in getting children
prepared for the start of a brand new year.
Teachers also are busy over summer
getting classrooms ready for the opening
of the school year too, with an emphasis
on classroom supplies and new textbooks
in preparation for a year of learning.

This issue of Connections focuses on the
theme of literacy and the importance of
reading, a fundamental skill upon which
all education depends, both in and out of
the classroom.

All parents want their children to be
happy, healthy, and successful. Success in
school and later in life begins at home
with reading. Reading aloud to your child
is one of the most enjoyable and impor-
tant things you can do.  And research
shows that children who are read to in
their early years do better in school.

When my three young sons were in their
early elementary school years, I knew that
a bedtime routine was essential.  After the
baths, snacks, and teeth brushing, we
would all lie down on the living room
carpet and I would read out loud to my
three boys a chapter every night from
what they began to call “The Chapter
Book.”  This book was really a novel —
“Charlotte’s Web.” I would read with lots
of enthusiasm, changing my voice to
interpret each of the characters and
making this bedtime ritual a fun time for
us all. After about three nights of this, one
of the boys said, “Just one more chapter,
Mom, please!”  So I read one more
chapter.  Then each night they began to

ask for “Just one more chapter”… they
loved the stories and couldn’t wait to hear
what  happened next. I found our time
together was very important and they
learned to love reading.  We continued
this for a few years, and as their reading
skills advanced, they began to pick out the
books and read the different chapters to
each other.

Make reading a habit in your home, for
both you and your child. Each night
before bed, read to your child for at least
20 minutes. If the child is learning to read,
ask him or her to read to you. For older
children, set 30 minutes aside each night
for family reading time when everyone
reads together silently. Keep plenty of
reading materials available — books,
magazines, and newspapers.

Share your thoughts and use your imagi-
nations as you enjoy some great stories
together. Let your kids see you reading
and they’re more likely to pick up the
habit too!

Fruitland celebrates
completion of remodel
Fruitland Elementary School celebrated
the completion of its remodel project with
a special dedication program last month
that featured guest speakers, a ribbon
cutting, music, an open house, and tours.
Special guests included Superintendent
Tony Apostle, School Board President
Diana Seeley, School Board Member
Lloyd Freudenstein, and representatives
from the architectural and construction
firms that worked on the project.

Photo: Third graders Jeremiah
Harper and Kelty Pierce give the
opening remarks during the
Fruitland Elementary dedication
ceremony.

Just a few weeks ago, the school bells
rang for the students in the Puyallup
School District, and thanks to the great
work of our administration, teachers,
support staff, and parents, we had a great
opening of school.

Over the summer, our staff worked very
hard to prepare curriculum materials,
ready classrooms, provide building
repairs and routine maintenance, develop
transportation routes, print materials,
prepare lunch menus, and take care of
the many other details which assured that
these first weeks and the rest of the
school year go smoothly.

As in recent years, our work is guided by
the district’s Strategic Directions and the
school board’s Goals and Initiatives. As
they developed their focus for the
coming months, board members estab-
lished goals and initiatives for a two-year
planning cycle, 2006-2008, enabling the
district to establish longer term targets,
curriculum work plans, financial budget-
ing, and planning.

The results of this work are encouraging:

In reading, WASL scores from 2001 to
2006 increased 14.7 percentage points in
grade four, 17.3 points in grade seven,
and 16.4 points in grade ten.

In math, WASL scores from 2001 to 2006
increased 18.4 percentage points in grade
four, 21.4 points in grade seven, and 12.8
points in grade ten.

In writing, WASL scores from 2001 to
2006 increased 12.3 percentage points in
grade four, 24.7 points in grade seven,
and 35.5 points in grade ten.

Despite strong academic student perfor-
mance, however, we will not be satisfied
until all students have reached their
academic potential.

To achieve that, we are planning an even
greater emphasis on student achievement
in each of our schools. Principals and
teachers are studying student achievement
data in order to develop a recipe for
success for each of their students. New
strategies and techniques are being
employed throughout our classrooms in

order to increase student achievement.
Throughout the district, there will be
evidence of many new and upgraded
technologies and systems as teachers and
principals improve on old tools for the
education of our students.

Regardless of what we do, however, we
know that parents are key to the academic
success of their children. To that end,
parents can be certain that they will be
contacted by their child’s teacher to assist
by helping their child reinforce their
learning at home.

I am very pleased that we have established
positive and supportive relations with our
3,500-plus volunteers, PTAs, booster
clubs, community organizations, busi-
nesses, and many other supportive groups.

We have a great deal to be proud of in the
Puyallup School District, and we have
much work ahead.

Together, we will continue to help our
children — yours and mine — become the
very best they can be as they learn the skills
and knowledge needed to be successful
citizens in our community. Each staff
member, each parent, each volunteer is vital
to the success of every student. Together, we
will carry the torch for student achievement
… it is everyone’s job.
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Museum highlights

High school students recognized for achievement
Fourteen Puyallup School District
students were recently recognized through
the annual Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit
Incentive Award Program.

The Puyallup School Board honored the
students at its September 25 meeting
before a room full of the students’ family
members and school principals. Earlier in

the month, the Tacoma Urban League
hosted a ceremony and reception to
recognize all of the winners from school
districts in Pierce County.

The following students, listed by the
schools they attend this year, were
honored for their achievements during the
2005-06 school year:

Emerald Ridge High School: Tiara Gero,
Jolessa Moore, Samantha Moss, Alicia
Raymond, Elaine Raymond, and Tionet
Waters.

Puyallup High School: Sienna Lyons,
Erika Odem, Elizabeth Reeves, and I.V.
Reeves, III.

Rogers High School: Nicolas Addison,
Arin Carpenter, Rodderrick Preacher, and
Jessica Zuniga.

Established in 1996, the Tacoma Urban
League’s Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit
Incentive Award Program was created to
recognize and honor African American
youth in grades nine through 11 for
academic excellence, community involve-
ment, and good citizenship.

To be considered for an award, students
must submit an essay about being a role
model, have a 2.50 GPA or better, demon-
strate at least 90 percent class attendance,
show evidence of good citizenship, submit
three letters of recommendation, and
demonstrate academic ability. Each of the
student winners receives $350.

The Tacoma Urban League is a non-profit,
non-partisan organization dedicated to the
service of African Americans, other ethnic
minorities, and economically disadvantaged
individuals and families in the achievement
of social equality and economic indepen-
dence. The awards program is named for
Elizabeth Wesley, a civic leader active in
the founding of the Tacoma Urban League.

Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award winners (from left): Arin
Carpenter of Rogers High; Tiara Gero, Elaine Raymond, Alicia
Raymond, Jolessa Moore, Samantha Moss, and Tionet Waters of
Emerald Ridge High; Erika Odem, I.V. Reeves, III, and Elizabeth Reeves
of Puyallup High; and Nicolas Addison and Jessica Zuniga of Rogers
High (Not pictured are Sienna Lyons of Puyallup High and Rodderrick
Preacher of Rogers High).

School emergency
information
Families are encouraged to be prepared
in the event an emergency occurs
during school hours.

Up-to-the-minute school closure and
emergency information for each of the
district’s 31 schools is available
through a public schools emergency
communications system.

Parents and community members can
customize the free service to receive
instant notifications via e-mail or
pager when school schedules change
due to inclement weather or other
emergency situations. To subscribe,
visit the school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us and click on
the “Emergency Info” button at the
top of any page. Click on “My School
Report” and sign up with an e-mail
address.

Educators also encourage parents to
keep students’ enrollment cards up-to-
date, including correct information
about individuals who are allowed to
pick up their children. If a child is kept
at school during a crisis, parents or
approved designees will need appropri-
ate identification to pick up and sign out
elementary school children. Please do
not call the school or district office
during an emergency as phone lines
need to be reserved for emergency calls.

Karshner Museum is in its 77th year of
educating students this fall, and
community members are invited to visit
new displays featuring some of the
more than 10,000-plus artifacts and
specimens in the collection.

With its varied collection of artifacts,
the Museum is a place for student
learning and community enrichment
throughout the school year.

One way to see the displays, as well as
participate in hands-on activities, is by
attending one of four “Family Days.”
The next Family Day is scheduled from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, December 2.
The theme is “Pioneer Holidays.” In
addition to arts and crafts, families can
visit a pioneer classroom and an Oregon
Trail fort, examine dinosaur bones, and
absorb Northwest and Plains Native
cultures.

New this year is a Camp Harmony
exhibit designed to educate junior high
and high school students in particular
about the Japanese-American intern-
ment camp. The Camp operated in the
1940s on the site that is now the
Western Washington Fairgrounds.
Museum staff members continue to
search for more artifacts from the Camp
itself or the general time period in
history to furnish the new barrack
display. To donate an item, contact
Museum Director Steve Crowell at
(253) 841-8748.

The public may also schedule visits at
the Museum weekdays between 2:30
and 4:30 p.m. The Museum is reserved
for classroom visits during the school
day. Please call ahead for an appoint-
ment. The Museum is at 309 Fourth
Street N.E., Puyallup, adjacent to
Stewart Elementary School.

Welcome Carson Coyotes and Edgerton Wolves
The votes are in and there are clear
winners in the search for school mascots
and colors for the district’s two newest
elementary schools.

More than 600 students, educators, and
community members from Carson and
Edgerton elementary school attendance
boundaries submitted nominations. Both
schools are set to open their doors next fall.

Carson Elementary’s winning mascot is
the coyotes, and the school colors will be
maroon and gray or gold. A meeting is
scheduled with the school’s architect in
the next several weeks to determine which
color will fit in best with the overall
school color scheme.

Edgerton Elementary’s mascot will be the
wolves, and orange and blue will be the
school colors.

Both the mascot and colors will be
incorporated on items such as school
logos, T-shirts, water bottles, banners, and
pencils. It is also common practice in
district schools to have the interior of the
gyms reflect the schoolwide color scheme.

Edgerton Elementary Planning Principal
Guy Kovacs sent
surveys home
from school,
passed them out
at the Puyallup
Fair, and created
an Internet site to
help future
students have a
say in what the
school mascot
and colors
should be. He also invited people to
submit entries on a Web “blog,” which is
an online journal that invites readership
and comments by the general public.

Carson Elementary Planning Principal
Arturo Gonzalez also enlisted the help of
students and community members to
choose the mascot and colors for their
new school. “We had really good student

School Mascots and Colors

Carson Elementary Planning Principal Arturo Gonzalez encourages
Amanda Kraft’s fourth-grade class at Firgrove Elementary to be
involved in choosing their new school’s mascot and colors.

Edgerton Elementary Carson Elementary

Mascot
Wolves

Mascot
Coyotes

Colors:
Maroon and gray or
maroon and gold

Colors
Orange and blue

participation,” he said, adding a flier went
home from school with Brouillet, Zeiger,
and Firgrove students asking them about
mascots and colors that the school’s
namesake, Emma Carson, would be
“proud to be associated with.”

Both principals
praised students
for their
creativity,
thoughtfulness,
and even sense
of humor.
Suggested
names ranged
from the Carson
Cucumbers and

Corn Nuts to the Edgerton Elephants
and Eggplants. An elementary planning
team narrowed the list to the top five
entries. Students then voted, narrowing
the list to the top three.

Kovacs said he is glad he was able to
involve his future students with the
process. “It helps give them ownership of
their new school.”

He said the mascot choice is especially
fitting since wolves are known for their
intelligence, for being somewhat native to
the Northwest, and for being a tight-knit
group of animals. “We thought it was a
strong, solid animal to represent the school.”

Gonzalez also gave a thumbs-up to the
coyotes as Carson’s mascot. “They are
clever, they are resilient, they are goal-
oriented, and they are definitely survivors.”

Both wolves and coyotes also are known
to travel in packs, or families, which
matches the design concept of the
schools. They are built with clusters of
classrooms by grade levels, also referred
to in educational plans as “families.”

Another part of building a new school is
building the support systems, which
includes the Parent Teacher Association
(PTA). While no formal PTAs have been
formed, both Gonzalez and Kovacs have
been speaking to members of current
chapters whose children will be enrolled
in the new schools. “We want to keep
them in the loop,” Gonzalez said.
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Sue Armstrong, a sixth-grade teacher at Pope Elementary, is shown
with her six adopted children and foster baby (from left): Andrew,
Lauren, Kenny, Paul, Mikel (holding foster baby), and Jovon.

One of the children was left to die in a
trash dumpster. Another was found
walking the railroad tracks in the middle
of the night.

These children now go to school in
Puyallup and run through Sue
Armstrong’s South Hill home and yard.
They stop to tinker on the piano, pat one
of the two dogs, or draw crayon pictures
that get posted on the refrigerator door.

At night, they go to sleep in a warm bed
in their very own room, surrounded by
comfy blankets, stuffed animals, toys, and
lots of love.

Sue Armstrong opens her home, and her
heart, to children in crisis. She’s done so
for 27 years and has cared for more than
80 foster children.

This year, for the second year in a row,
Armstrong was selected as the top foster
parent in Pierce County. She and five others
from around the state were honored in May
by the governor for providing “care, hope,
and dreams to the children in their care.”

Many of the infants come from parents
who abused drugs during pregnancy. The
babies are born with ailments ranging
from uncontrollable twitching to high-
pitched screaming.

Some stay for a few days, others for a few
months, before finding permanent homes
with adoptive parents.

Her adopted children

Six of them have become a permanent part
of Armstrong’s family. School photos of
her adopted children line a wall at the top

of the stairs of her South Hill home. As she
runs her finger down the line of smiling
faces, Armstrong recalls vivid details of the
day each one arrived on her doorstep.

There is the one who was left on the
porch at the orphanage, the one who was
found by a soldier in a dumpster at Ft.
Lewis, and the one who arrived at her

door with a paper bag in his hand. The
boy greeted Armstrong by telling her his
name and announcing he wets the bed.
“He held up the bag and told me ‘don’t
worry, I brought clean underwear.’”

Armstrong is licensed for two foster
children at a time and can care for
newborns through age 18.

The foster child now in her care is a two-
month-old girl who was just two days old
when Armstrong picked her up in Seattle.
The baby sleeps in a crib in Armstrong’s
room and is usually tightly wrapped in a

blanket or cradled in the
arms of Armstrong or one
of the other children to help
calm her from the effects of
the mother taking drugs
during pregnancy.

The rest of the home is a
bustling environment filled
with Armstrong’s adopted
children — Kenny, 6;
Jovon, 11; Andrew, 15;
Lauren, 16; Paul, 18; and
Mikel, 19.

Growing up in a biracial
family — her mother was
Caucasian and her father,
African-American —
Armstrong has requested
that case workers place her
with foster children of

diverse backgrounds. Two of her adopted
children are from India, and the other four
are African-American.

A long-time family friend, Jan Hall, whom
the children affectionately call grandma,
also lives at the home when she is not
traveling. Hall helps with cooking, as well
as filling in as needed to get a child to

gymnastics class or the barbershop.

“She is a good mom to her babies,” Hall
said. “She’s like the pied-piper. Children
just naturally want to be around her.”

A teacher since 1983

Armstrong works full-time this year
teaching a sixth-grade class at Pope
Elementary on the Emerald Ridge High
campus. She has been teaching in the
Puyallup School District since 1983 and
has also educated children at Northwood,
Meeker, and Firgrove elementary
schools.

Her current principal, Vince Pecchia,
describes Armstrong as an “excellent
teacher” and a “great organizer.”

“It is amazing when you walk into her
classroom and you see how supportive the
kids are of one another,” he said. “Sue is
just a remarkable person.”

It’s rare to find Armstrong around town
without a baby in her arms or a child in
tow. Her six adopted children are active in
school and in the community through arts,
sports, and music programs. The oldest,
Emerald Ridge High graduate Mikel
Armstrong, is studying the arts at Western
Washington University.

Armstrong volunteers as a member of the
school district’s Diversity Committee. She
also helps the state by interviewing
prospective foster parents, sometimes
getting calls for emergency placements in
the middle of the night. “I’ve probably
placed over 100 kids over the years.”

Guest speaker at junior high

Each semester, Armstrong shares the

effects of drugs on babies and children
during the ninth-grade Life Issues Family
and Consumer Science classes at Ferrucci
Junior High.

“There is a great response from the kids,”
said teacher Carri Isernio. “She’s lived it,
she’s experienced it, and she’s seen this
up close and personal.”

Armstrong uses a three-sided display board
full of photos of the foster children she has
cared for the past two decades to demon-
strate her point. “This one here,” she said,
pointing at a young girl in a body cast, “her
father threw her against a wall.”

Dedicated to foster parenting

In the past 27 years, Armstrong figures
there has been no more than a one-month
break when she didn’t have foster children
in her care. She took in her first foster
child at age 18 after having spent years
helping to raise her younger siblings.

“I used to look at classified newspaper
ads, only instead of looking for dogs, I
looked for extra kids.”

She also went to college on a full basket-
ball scholarship. Hall — the “grandma”
who shares Armstrong’s home today, also
helped her in her early years as a foster
parent and college student studying to be
a teacher.

Some of the children come to her with
only the clothes on their backs or a
sparsely packed diaper bag. One of the
first things Armstrong does is search the
bag for scraps or paper that might provide
a lead as to the whereabouts of other
family members who might be willing to
care for the child. “That’s the ultimate
goal,” she said. “Reuniting them with
their biological families.”

About 9,500 children are in foster care in
this state at any given time. There are
about 6,300 foster parents in the system
— clearly not enough to keep pace with
the need, said Armstrong. On average,
there are about 220 children a month in
Pierce County that need a home.

There is no denying it can be hard at
times to care for and then give up a
foster child, Armstrong said. But the
rewards are even greater. A case in point,
she said, is a girl she cared for from the
time she was a newborn until she was 16
months old. She continues to see the girl
and her adoptive parents, who have since
adopted an 11-year-old boy. When they
visit, the toddler “gets up on my shoulder
and pats my back. She will always be a
part of my life.”

A small needlepoint pillow on her living
room couch probably sums up her
feelings best:

“A mother holds her children’s hands for
a moment, but their hearts forever.”

Teacher opens her home, heart to care for foster children

Giftmakers seeks donations for 20th annual gift giveaway
This year Puyallup Giftmakers will
mark its 20th year of providing gifts for
the holidays to children in need through-
out the school district.

Giftmakers is a program operated by
students. They serve on a Giftmakers
Board of Directors and help coordi-
nate toy, book, game, and stocking
stuffer drives to collect needed items
for a two-day gift giveaway in early
December.

During Giftmakers, parents accompa-
nied by junior high and high school
student helpers walk through a make-
shift “store” to pick up free gifts for

their children. They are
invited to leave their
children with on-site
babysitters while they shop
for the gifts donated by the
community.

The program’s success is
based on donations, and
organizers are seeking the
following items from the
community to make this
year’s gift-giving a success:

• New or nearly new toys, books, and
games for children ages 4 to 12

• Sporting equipment such
as basketballs, plastic bats
and balls, and volleyballs

• Stuffed animals
• Holiday stockings and

stocking stuffers
• Coats, mittens, and hats

Items may be dropped off at a
red Giftmakers box set up at
the South Hill Mall beginning
in November.

Community members interested in
helping to make felt or fabric stockings
for the event can pick up a free pattern

and drop off the completed stockings at
Pacific Fabrics & Crafts or Jo-Ann Crafts
Store on South Hill.

Monetary donations are also appreciated
since no school district money can be
used for this project.

Checks should be made out and sent to
the Puyallup Schools Foundation, PO Box
55, Puyallup, WA 98371.

Junior high or high school students
interested in helping with the Giftmakers
project are encouraged to contact coordi-
nator Maija Thiel at
mthiel@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Armstrong uses a photo display to educate
junior high students about babies born to
parents who used drugs during pregnancy.
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Community is invited to reading series featuring local talent
“But words are things, and a small drop
of ink, falling like dew upon a thought,
produces that which makes thousands,
perhaps millions, think.”

Lord Byron
1788-1824

As a varsity football player at Emerald
Ridge High School, Ryan Kusche is
known among his classmates for giving
his all as a center and defensive end.

Off the field, Kusche is just as well
known for another passion — writing.

Kusche shared some of his literary work
for the first time in front of an audience
in Pioneer Park this summer during “A
River & Sound Review” — a new public
reading series for the Puyallup commu-
nity.

In his poem “Giants & Kings,” Kusche
opens by pondering the question:

“is sand just a bunch of tiny rocks
or are we giants

are the specks of
dust we hold in our
hands and tilt to
catch the setting sun
boulders in another
world...”

The park production
was the third in an
ongoing series of
readings featuring
fiction, non-fiction,
and poetry writers
from throughout the
Puget Sound region.
The next scheduled
reading is at 7 p.m.
November 30 in the Puyallup Library
meeting room.

Jay Bates, an English teacher at Emerald

Ridge and a writer himself, started the
reading series last spring as a way to
showcase literary artists and provide the
Puyallup community “with a diversity of
established, emerging, and student
voices.”

Next month, those voices will include
Seattle poet Kathleen Flenniken, essayist
Jennifer Culkin from Bainbridge Island,
and a student writer yet to be announced.

Kusche has attended all three of the
reading nights and said they reach out to a
variety of interest levels. He said there are
people who simply enjoy listening to good
writing, those who see it as an opportunity
to improve their writing, and those who
walk in as newcomers, discover what it’s
about, and come back for more.

“Those who discover it – that’s the best
part,” he said. The 17-year-old senior, who
is enrolled next semester in Bates’ creative
writing class, plans to pursue a college
degree in English or writing.

Emerald Ridge senior
Nathan Loveland,
who runs cross
country and track, has
also graced the River
& Sound Review
stage. The aspiring
English teacher
participated in the
inaugural reading
series last February.
He shared a satirical
essay about math
equations and
functions, which he
said was written to be
“fun and light-
hearted.”

The audience, filled with students,
educators, and community members,
laughed as the teen recited lengthy

equations as part of his essay and talked
of “solving quadratic systems and
completing logarithmic expressions.”

Another regular feature of each produc-
tion is the time set aside for literature
trivia contests — “Name That Book,”
and “Head-to-Head Shakespeare Trivia
Challenge.” Audience members are
selected to test their sharpest wit and win
modest prizes.

For Bates, the reading series brings a
new art form to Puyallup. This fall, he
plans to take his love for literacy a step
further and start a writing group for
teachers. A writer’s retreat will be built
into the group’s plans for the year.

“The notion I have for the group is that
we will be better teachers of writers when
we become practicing writers,” he said.

A River & Sound Review is a member of
Valley Arts United, a local nonprofit arts
organization. It is sponsored by Pierce
College Puyallup and the college’s
annual Student Literary Arts Magazine
(SLAM). Admission is free to each
reading event.

Auditions are held for students interested
in reading their poems, stories, and
essays at future productions. For more
information about future tryouts or the
reading series, contact Bates at
jayabates@hotmail.com.

Editor’s note: To read Kusche’s entire
poem, “Giants & Kings,” visit the
Puyallup School District Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the right
side of the Home page, click on the
“Student Gallery” icon. On the inside
page, click on the Poetry link.

College was the last thing on Steven
Ramsey’s mind at this time last year.
The Emerald Ridge High School student
wasn’t much into homework, and he
averaged C’s in his classes.

Today, the 16-year-old junior has
dreams of going to a four-year college
and becoming a radio disc jockey. He
said he hopes to earn mostly B’s in his
classes this year, “or maybe even
higher.” Several weeks into the new
year, he is already averaging an hour of
homework every night.

Ramsey credits his new outlook on
learning to an elective class offered for
the first time this year at Emerald
Ridge.

The Advancement Via Individual
Determination (AVID) class reaches out
to “middle-of-the-road” students — the
ones who don’t stand out as being at the

top of the class, but
aren’t in remediation
either, said teacher
Annie Boulet. They
have the potential to
go to college, but not
necessarily the know-
how or confidence to
get there without extra
help.

By learning proper study habits and
receiving regular support and encour-
agement, AVID students quickly come
to realize they have the potential to
succeed in high school and beyond.
Students are transferred out of less
challenging courses and placed in

college preparatory classes.

Trained, college tutors support students in
the AVID classroom twice a week, and
guest speakers are regularly invited to
share about careers and college choices.
Students discuss local and world issues,
learn how to fill out college applications,
visit college campuses, and participate in
school and community activities.

“It’s transforming how they think about
themselves and their futures,” said Boulet,
who teaches both AVID classes and also
works as one of the school’s counselors.
“They move from being passive to active
learners.”

For some, she said, they will become the
first person in their family to attend
college.

AVID has worked so well since it started
26 years ago at a San Diego high school
that it has spread to more than 2,200
schools in 36 states and 15 countries.
Research shows that 95 percent of AVID
students go on to college.

One theory for its success is that as school
enrollments have grown, students who
don’t stand out as being the high or low
achievers slip through the cracks of
anonymity. They settle for non-challeng-
ing courses and don’t connect with

school. But given a program of academic
rigor and support, these students can
shine, said Gerald Denman, the district’s
director of diversity affairs.

Denman has attended numerous confer-
ences about the program, trained college
tutors, and this fall plans to take a group
of junior high principals and district
leadership team members to an AVID
awareness conference. He said he would
like to eventually see the program
expand to the other high schools and
junior highs in Puyallup. “These are
concrete strategies that work.”

Ultimately, the goal for each of the 48
juniors and seniors in the program is to
advance to a four-year college — a goal
that junior Alicia Raymond feels is
clearly within her reach. Raymond is
enrolled this fall in Advanced Placement
(AP) English and wants to pursue a
college education in business at the
University of Washington.

The teen said she doubts she would have
signed up for the advanced class had it
not been for the AVID program. “I
wasn’t sure I could do it,” said
Raymond, who maintains a 3.5 GPA. “It
seemed intimidating, but I felt better
when I knew I would get support in
AVID.”

In just the first few weeks of class,
Raymond said she feels comfortable
taking notes in all of her classes using a
college-level Cornell note-taking method
required of all AVID students. Her

continued on page 9

English teacher Jay Bates reads
some of his writing at the
inaugural reading series.

Emerald Ridge High School senior Ryan Kusche reads several poetry
selections during a summer reading production in Pioneer Park.

(photo courtesy of Lisa Kusche)

Class helps students succeed in high school and beyond

Students participate in a new class at Emerald Ridge High School that
helps them succeed in high school and prepare for college.

Annie Boulet
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The Puyallup School Board has approved
new junior high school attendance
boundaries, effective in September 2008.

The boundary map unanimously approved
by the board contains slight modifications
to an original boundary proposal re-
viewed during a series of public forums
held in May by the Junior High School
Boundary Study Committee.

The new boundaries, which are based on
feedback from the forums, include a
designated attendance area for Glacier View
Junior High School, the seventh junior high
school in the district. They will take effect in
September 2008 when Glacier View —
funded by the 2004 bond — opens its doors.

The map also accounts for Kalles and
Aylen junior high schools, which are both
being replaced. Kalles is scheduled to open
in 2007, with Aylen to follow a year later.

The Junior High Boundary Study Com-
mittee was made up of approximately 30
members, half of them parents and
community members, and the other half
school district staff. They met about twice
a month from last fall through the end of
the last school year.

“The group put in a lot of hard work to
come to this recommendation,” said
Casey Cox, executive director of second-
ary school leadership.

The group’s main purpose was to ensure
that student achievement was kept at the
highest level possible, Cox said. They
also wrestled with trying to limit the
number of splits students may deal with
when moving between elementary, junior
high, and high school, as well as with
trying to keep as many neighborhoods
together as possible. “Of course student
safety and security was also paramount in
their minds,” Cox said.

School Board Director Bruce Dammeier
praised the committee’s work, saying he
appreciated how the group was able to
limit the number of junior high schools
that split their student populations going
into high school to two. “It was a tough
task,” Dammeier said.

The committee members studied demo-
graphic information about current and
future student populations, looked at new
home construction, transportation
patterns, and other factors that will impact
school enrollment before they considered
various boundary options. Their next step
was to make preliminary recommenda-

tions and then hold public hearings to
seek additional input. After the public
meetings, the committee met once more
and made some adjustments in the
proposed boundaries based on public
feedback. They then turned the bound-
aries over for the school board to study
and eventually approve.

Superintendent Tony Apostle said after
having worked with a number of bound-
ary study committees, he especially
appreciates the hard work that went into
creating the new boundaries.

“Your dedication to serving your school
district is appreciated,” Apostle said.

Committee identifies district’s facility and technology needs
After a process of study and refinement, a
Bond Advisory Committee (BAC) has
given the school board a recommended
list of the most pressing facility and
technology needs to be considered for a
future school bond.

The directors planned to review the
committee’s proposal during two study
sessions scheduled earlier this month.

The 15-member BAC developed its
recommendations after reviewing a recent
Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee
report that outlines building needs, as well
as a report that addresses technology
needs. It weighed comments from staff
and the community before making its final
recommendations on September 25.

“We went through a very intense process
to come to this decision,” said community
representative Dave Maxwell. “It is a
tough job.”

Celeste Hurst, another community

representative on the committee, agreed
that the process was difficult, but said she
feels the group reached “a reasonable and
responsible package.”

The proposed list of projects identifies the
most pressing needs for the next four
years. It includes (not in order of prior-
ity):

• Building a 400-student classroom
addition at Emerald Ridge High

• Building Elementary School #25
• Replacing Firgrove Elementary
• Replacing Spinning Elementary
• Replacing Northwood Elementary
• Providing upgraded interim housing

for the QUEST program until new
facilities are built

• Modifying junior high science
classrooms to support the district’s
science curriculum adopted in 2004-05

School district, county, and government
officials gathered last month to
dedicate the new Heritage Recreation
Center between Rogers High and
Zeiger Elementary.

The ceremony opened with the Rogers
High School pep band, followed by a
presentation of the colors by the
school’s JROTC.

“Isn’t this a wonderful day?” asked
former Puyallup School District
Superintendent Ray Tobiason. Accord-

ing to current
Superintendent
Tony Apostle,
Tobiason’s
vision for a
park on South
Hill was
instrumental in
getting the
current facility.
“He had the
vision and the
commitment to
make sure the

district purchased this land,” Apostle
said.

Puyallup School Board president Diana
Seeley said she was excited for the
opportunities the state-of-the-art
facility will bring. “This is the best
money can buy, and I am excited.”

While the district contributed the land
and will share the operating costs with
Pierce County, the county paid the $8
million construction costs for the
facility. The new recreational center
features baseball, softball, and soccer
fields; a concession stand and
restrooms; a children’s play area; and
468 parking stalls.

Guest speakers and dignitaries gathered
for a plaque unveiling at the end of the
ceremony.

Rogers High students and staff faced
each other for a softball game, and the
many other new fields were home to
soccer and baseball games.The day
also featured demonstrations, exhibi-
tions, youth sports clinics, inflatable
toys, music, food, information booths,
and a showing of “The Sandlot” movie
in an outdoor theatre setting.

Dedication marks
official opening of
recreation center

Emerald Ridge High students fill the commons during passing periods.
A Bond Advisory Committee recommends building a 400-student
addition as part of its list of suggested facility and technology
improvements.continued on page 9

New junior high attendance boundaries set

New junior high attendance boundaries will take effect in September
2008. To view a detailed and zoomable version of the map, visit the
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us and click on the “Capital
Projects” icon.

Ray Tobiason

Puyallup School District Junior High Boundaries
Effective September 2008

(map courtesy of Gary Frentress)
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Leaving no child behind
Students get intensive help in core academic subjects

Puyallup High School students (from left) Bri Apple and Kaylie Guertin
learn about proportions during a hands-on activity in Annette Burnett’s
math lab. These students are among hundreds enrolled in two math
classes this year to boost their math skills.

Instructional literacy coach Patti Nance (left) models effective teaching while reading to a fourth-grade
class at Spinning Elementary. Instructional math coach Betsy Fletcher discusses classroom observations
with Sharon Gorham, third grade teacher at Zeiger Elementary.

New instructional coaches promote effective teaching in classrooms

Justin Bocatch spends two class periods a
day learning math.

In the first hour, he sits in a traditional
geometry class, jotting down notes and
solving problems in his math book. In the
second hour, he moves to a math lab
where hands-on activities, combined with
a small class size and personalized
instruction, drive home learning.

The 17-year-old Puyallup High School
junior, like hundreds of other teenagers
across the district, opted to give up an
elective class this fall and “double-dose”
math. Just two weeks into the new year,
he said he already feels “more confident”
about his ability to understand math.

Enrolling students in two math courses
each day is one way educators are
intensifying efforts this year to help
students be successful, especially in core
academic subjects.

Programs before, during, and after school
are also helping students in all grade
levels to boost their math, reading,
writing, and science skills.

Davina Chhim, a first grader at
Firgrove Elementary, works on a
writing assignment.

Time is of the essence for students like
Bocatch, who must pass the Washington
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL)
to graduate next year. The teen fell just
shy of meeting the standard last spring
and will retake the math portion of the test
in April.

The state Legislature has given school
districts across the state money this year
to provide extra assistance to students
who did not meet standard last spring on
the tenth-grade WASL.

The push for academic achievement,
however, is not just about a test. “It’s not
just about getting kids to be successful on
the WASL,” said Leska Wetterauer,
executive director of secondary learning.
“It’s about helping kids be attracted to
school and see the purpose of working
hard and being successful.”

The following is a list of some of the
interventions and programs in place this
year to help students succeed.

lessons using the district’s new
elementary math curriculum, which
moves into its second year.

• Using new instructional math materials
in grades seven and eight, as well as
pre-calculus and calculus materials in
high school.

learning in literacy. “In the process of
getting them to learn to like to read,
they will naturally build their
confidence and their vocabulary.”

• Continuing the Good Samaritan
Readers program, which pairs
volunteer tutors with struggling
readers in grades one through three.
The program begins its fourth year this
fall at Stewart Elementary School.
Tutors meet with students for 45
minutes once a week during the school
day. The Helping One Student To
Succeed (HOSTS) program will also
continue pairing reading tutors with
students at Wildwood Elementary
School.

• Teaching reading for 90 uninterrupted
minutes each day to elementary school
students. Teachers from seven schools
in the district participated this summer
in a training workshop to learn how to

As a first-year teacher in the Puyallup
School District, Stephanie Roy is using a
reading curriculum that she remembers
hearing about as a student teacher in
Puyallup, but never used in her first three
years teaching in California.

To help her better understand the
program, one of the district’s new
instructional coaches for literacy and
social studies, Patti Nance, visited Roy’s
fourth-grade classroom at the start of the
school year.

Nance talked to Roy about the district’s
elementary reading series, shared some
Web site resources that support the
program, modeled a reading lesson to
Spinning students, and offered to help
with future lesson planning.

“Having an experienced teacher helping
me out will be a really good thing,” Roy
said. “I learn a lot by watching other
teachers teach.”

This is the first year that the school
district is offering help and training for
teachers in the form of instructional
coaches.

The coaches specialize in math, science,
and literacy/social studies at both the
elementary and junior high/high school
levels. There are also a few assigned as

• Enrolling junior high and high school
students like Bocatch in two math
classes at the same time. The second
class might be a lab, also referred to as
a “WASL Module,” based on math
lessons approved by a team of state
educators. Other students might be
enrolled in a class that combines one
hour of instructor-led time and one
hour of individual time using a math
computer software program. Some of
the district’s most experienced math
teachers have volunteered to teach the
remediation classes.

• Teaching math for 60 minutes each
day in all elementary schools. This
concentrated block of math learning
time began last fall.

• Working with struggling students
before school, during lunch or recess,
or after school. Several schools plan to
continue math or homework clubs that
meet outside of the regular school day.

• Continuing to fine-tune classroom

Math

• Helping second and third graders who
can benefit from extra reading help in
Reading Plus, a three-hour after-
school reading program held on
Puyallup’s early dismissal
Wednesdays. Trained graduate
students from Pacific Lutheran
University come into elementary
schools to read with students. “It’s
more fostering a love of reading
among these kids rather than
addressing remediation skill deficits,”
said Lori Hadley, director of student

Reading

continued on page 8

general instructional coaches.

Unlike previous years when the district
assigned building learning specialists to
each school to help teachers in all
curricular areas, the new instructional
coaches are specialized in a particular
content area. They are housed at one
school, but travel to classrooms around
the district to share their knowledge.

Even veteran teachers like Sharon

Gorham, a third-grade teacher at Zeiger
Elementary, are welcoming the coaches
with open arms.

On a recent visit to Gorham’s class-
room, third-grade instructional math
coach Betsy Fletcher observed an
activity from the district’s new math
curriculum. The third graders timed how
fast it took to join 25 plastic learning
links, then timed how fast it took to
unlink the plastic pieces. In each case,

they charted their results while learning
how to make a graph.

Fletcher walked through the classroom to
observe and help students, then discussed
her observations with Gorham while
students were at recess. “It will be great
knowing a resource person I can contact,”
said Gorham, who is in her eighth year of
teaching at Zeiger and twenty-first as an
educator. “It’s one more person to bounce
ideas off.”
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Staff members help set state learning standards

effectively use the 90-minute time
block.

• Administering a new district reading
assessment to ninth graders to help
identify struggling readers before
they advance to high school.

• Setting aside time to read as an
entire school. Many of the junior
highs and high schools throughout
the district have specific times
during each school day when
everyone, including staff, stop to
read. Students are expected to carry
a book with them at all times.

• Developing creative ways to get
students excited about reading.
Hilltop Elementary recently kicked
off its second annual community
reading challenge. Last year the
school logged more than 1 million
minutes. This year, the goal is
1,200,000 minutes, which translates
to about 100 minutes a week or 20
minutes a day. The theme is Pirates
Treasure, and minutes read are
recorded on a treasure map in the
hall. The PTA kicked off the year by
giving every child a new book.

• Encouraging students to participate
in Accelerated Reader — a program
in which students read books, take
comprehension tests, and set
individual reading goals. The
program has been used for years at
the elementary level and is also
under way at Edgemont Junior
High.

• Continuing to assist students with
reading in programs offered before
school, during recess or lunch, and
after school.

• Using new writing modules, or
lessons, developed by a team of
educators throughout the state, in
elementary, junior high, and high
school classrooms. Emerald Ridge
High began using the modules with
tenth-graders last spring, and 91
percent of students met or exceeded
the WASL writing standard. This
year, students in grades six through
12 will work on persuasive writing
and elaboration, while those in
kindergarten through grade five will
practice elaboration.

• Continuing a districtwide writing
assessment for all students in grades
four, seven, and 10. Optional
district writing assessments also are
available for students in grades two,
five, six, eight, and nine.

Writing

• Moving into the second year of a
three-year adoption of “Science and
Technology for Children.” The new
elementary science curriculum
encourages hands-on activities and
problem-solving.

• Continuing to require seventh and
eighth graders to take a full year of
science. Last year was the first time
seventh and eighth graders moved
from one semester of science to a
full-year requirement. The district
also invested a year ago in new
teaching materials that support
hands-on science and higher level
thinking skills at those grades.

• Implementing new high school
biology instructional materials.

• Beginning a new astronomy class at
Rogers and Emerald Ridge high
schools.

Science

Students get help
continued from page 7

Andrew Schwebke, Kris Njos, Almai Malit-Idler, and Nancy Spane
helped develop state standards for the reading and math sections of
the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL).

Pope Elementary celebrates 25th anniversary

For the first time, students in grades three,
five, six, and eight are included in the
reading and math sections of the annual
Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL).

With the expansion of the test to these
grade levels last spring, the state called
together a group of educators, parents,
and community members to set stan-
dards for what these new groups of
students should be expected to know on
the test.

Puyallup School District had a strong
showing on the committee, with represen-
tation from four of its staff members —
Andrew Schwebke, Nancy Spane, Kris
Njos, and Almai Malit-Idler. The four
attended a summer conference to help set
the reading and math standards.

The purpose of the conference was to set
standards of where the “cut score”
should be on the reading and math tests
for those four grades. A cut score refers
to a line, or bar, identifying what is
adequate to meet performance standards.
The team also developed separate cut
scores to determine exceptional perfor-
mance, as well as performance below
grade standard.

Njos, an instructional coach for literacy
and social studies, said the group of
approximately 100 educators, parents,
and community members from around
the state followed a very specific
schedule. The group started out with an
overview of all of the participants —
what their role was and where they were
from.

Participants were then divided up into
different groups by subject and grade
level. “We had one person in each of the
math and reading groups,” said
Schwebke, director of student learning in
math and science. Participants from other
districts were in awe of the fact that so
many Puyallup School District personnel
were in on the process, he said. “I heard,
‘I wish we had that.’”

Bob Silverman, executive director of
accountability and assessment, said
having so many staff from Puyallup is
rare and reflects well on the district. “It
is a testimony to the high quality of
Puyallup staff,” he said.

Once the groups were formed, they
reviewed already set standards for the
fourth and seventh grades and then
began to set performance level descrip-
tors. A performance level descriptor is
what a barely proficient student should
be able to do at his or her respective
grade level.

In order to determine what students
should be able to do at respective grade
levels, the groups looked at grade level
specifications and then came to a
consensus on what the standards should
be. This process was repeated several
times, and then the groups mixed
together to make sure each standard
bridged the grade levels.

Finally at the end of the standard-setting
process, each participant reviewed the

test items three different times to help
weight each question. “Each time we
got more information and narrowed our
focus,” Njos said.

In all, Malit-Idler said the cut scores “are
well thought out and will help guide us in
facilitating growth for each of our
students because they clearly define what
is exceptional, proficient, and below
standards.

After working on the standards commit-
tee, Schwebke said he believes that the
WASL standards are attainable. “We are
going in the right direction.”

Njos agreed, adding the Puyallup School
District is doing a great job giving
students the tools they need, not just to do
well on the WASL test but also to do well
in the future.

Spane said, “We are confident now, as
teachers, that our students will perform
well. By teaching to grade level expecta-
tions, Puyallup’s students will be
equipped to meet the standards.”

Pope Elementary School celebrated its 25th anniversary last
month with music, guest speakers, and remembrances of
the past. To read more about this event, visit the school
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Photos clockwise: Third-graders perform a ribbon dance
during the anniversary celebration. Pope Elementary
Principal Cory Crawford (on left) and former Principal Ed
Zeiger, who opened the school in 1981, enjoy the celebration.
Students colored a sign for the day to sum up their feelings
about their school.
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mother, Leslie, also credits the
program and Boulet for pushing her
daughter to challenge herself academi-
cally. “With the support of the AVID
program, she was more willing to give
the AP class a try.”

The classwork is rigorous, and both
students and parents sign an agreement
at the outset stating they understand and
commit to the program. There is an
intensive focus on writing and develop-
ing higher-level thinking skills.
Students must take daily notes in all of
their classes, complete homework
assignments, study each night, enroll in
advanced college preparatory classes,
maintain satisfactory citizenship and
attendance in all classes, keep an AVID
binder with assignment sheets and
grade record logs, and participate in
motivational classroom activities.

Principal Brian Lowney said the
feedback he has received from AVID
students and parents during the first few
weeks of school is overwhelmingly
positive. “The idea of the special
attention and the focus on their academ-
ics is exactly what they needed.”

Class helps
students succeed

• Building the second and third
floors of the south wing addition at
Puyallup High School, which is
included in the school’s master plan

• Upgrading the Transportation
department’s bus washing facility
so it meets water treatment and
recycling standards

• Improving handicapped
accessibility for parking lot, field,
and building access to meet
Americans With Disability Act
(ADA) standards

• Completing life cycle replacement
projects, which are cyclical
maintenance projects too large to
be accommodated in the yearly
maintenance budget but preserve
the integrity of the existing building
and site

The recommended list also includes
the following upgrades to the district’s
technology services:

• Expanding Internet connectivity
bandwidth for all schools and
support sites

• Updating a student assessment data
program that is the primary tool for
tracking and identifying at-risk
students with respect to meeting
learning standards

• Replacing a special education
student information program that
tracks, documents, and manages
students’ individual education plans
and generates required state and
federal mandated reports

• Replacing existing aged computer
equipment

• Updating the district’s payroll,
personnel, and accounting
computer systems

• Consolidating and upgrading the
district’s school computer servers

Facility and
technology needs
identified

Meet district’s newly appointed school leaders

Principal honored for support of journalism

continued from page 5

continued from page 6

Emerald Ridge High School Principal
Brian Lowney has been selected Adminis-
trator of the Year by the Washington
Journalism Education Association
(WJEA).

The school’s JagWire newspaper adviser
Jeff Nusser, as well as editors and
reporters, nominated Lowney because of
his support for journalism and student
First Amendment rights.

“Lowney never wavers in his support of
what is educationally sound,” said Nusser.
“He believes that the best way for

students to learn is by
doing and that the best
teacher of all is
experience.”

Lowney, who assumed
the principal post at
Emerald Ridge two
years ago, says that
high school journalism

is one of the best ways for students to
gain valuable, real-world experience. At
Emerald Ridge, he said the JagWire
shows that “student voice is really at the
heart of our school.” He praised Nusser
and the students for taking their journal-
ism jobs seriously.

“The JagWire is proof positive that a
gifted adviser, a group of talented and
dedicated student journalists, and a school
climate that embraces student voice can
improve the quality of education and of
our community,” Lowney said.

In their nomination letters, students
praised Lowney for his support of the
newspaper.

Matt Click, a 2006 graduate who served
last year as an editorial board member,
said, “Lowney, while offering his own
opinion on the publication, also unflinch-
ingly defended JagWire and its right to
publish under the First Amendment.”

Students say that Lowney supports the
curricular mission of journalism as well,
responding to interview requests and
praising the journalists for quality
reporting.

“Lowney encourages journalism students
in their goals and needs, offering his help
during interviews or turning us toward a
more knowledgeable individual who
would better suit our journalistic needs,”
said former JagWire reporter Marilyn
Dixon, who graduated in June.

A member of this year’s editorial board,
Jennifer Whitham, said Lowney “puts a
lot of trust in us that we are making
professional decisions. He believes in us.”

The publication has been recognized
locally and nationally on numerous
occasions in recent years, including
being named the best news magazine in

Emerald Ridge High School Principal Brian Lowney chats with
JagWire staffers about their journalism class.

Washington in 2005-06.

WJEA annually honors an administrator
who reinforces the importance of freedom
of the scholastic press and journalism’s
place in the curriculum.

In announcing the award, WJEA President
Kathy Schrier said, “When allowed to
practice their right to free expression,
students learn how to participate in our
democracy and are better prepared to
become involved citizens when they leave
school.”

By winning at the state level, Lowney’s
name is eligible for consideration as
the national Journalism Education
Association Administrator of the Year.
That award will be announced next
summer, and the winner will be invited
to speak at the 2007 fall national
convention.

Brian Lowney

David Sunich is the new interim
assistant principal this year at Pope
Elementary School. He also has been
selected as the assistant principal at
Edgerton Elementary, which opens in

Pope Elementary
Interim Assistant Principal

Edgerton Elementary Assistant
Principal, effective July 1, 2007

David Sunich

Miles Erdly is the new assistant principal
at Carson Elementary School, which
opens in September 2007. Erdly worked
the past year as a building learning
specialist at Aylen Junior High. He began
teaching in 1980 and has held numerous
positions in general education and special
education in the Puyallup School District,
as well as other consulting and instruc-
tional positions in areas around the Puget
Sound. He earned his bachelor’s degree
from the University of Washington and
his master’s degree from City University.

Miles Erdly

Carson Elementary Assistant
Principal, effective July 1, 2007

Karen Mool is the new half-time assis-
tant principal at Zeiger Elementary
School. She also continues as a half-time
assistant director of Special Services.
Mool worked the past two years as a half-
time administrative assistant at Zeiger
Elementary and half-time assistant
director of special services. Mool began
teaching in 1992 and joined the Puyallup
School District in 1995. She became an
education specialist in 2003-2004. Mool
earned her bachelor’s degree from
MacMurray College in Illinois and a
master’s degree from City University.

Zeiger Elementary
Assistant Principal

Special Services
Assistant Director

September 2007. Sunich worked the past
year as a building learning specialist at
Spinning Elementary. Before that he
worked as an administrative intern and
teacher at Firgrove Elementary. He
began teaching at Firgrove in 1997.
Sunich earned his bachelor’s degree
from Washington State University and
his master’s degree from Grand Canyon
University in Arizona.

Karen Mool Char Krause
The following people have been selected
to fill leadership positions this year. Other
new leadership staff, including elemen-
tary, secondary, and district positions,
were featured in the August issue of
Connections.

Firgrove Elementary
Assistant Principal

Char Krause is the new assistant
principal at Firgrove Elementary School.
Previously she was assigned as interim
assistant principal at Pope Elementary.
Before that she worked as a building
learning specialist at Brouillet Elemen-
tary, a building learning specialist and
teacher at Waller Road Elementary, and a
teacher at Firgrove. She has a bachelor’s
degree from Washington State University
and a master’s degree from University of
Puget Sound.
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Education Day at the Puyallup Fair

Nutrition policy focuses on healthy eating and exercise habits
When the school board passed a nutrition
and physical fitness policy last year, it put
into words what staff members throughout
the district had been working on for many
years — keeping kids healthy.

The policy, which states that “childhood
obesity has reached critical levels in
Washington and throughout the country,”
lists several actions to help student health
starting with “increased emphasis on
nutrition as well as physical activity at all
grade levels to enhance the well-being of
our district’s youth.”

The policy goes on to state that the
district will provide students access to
nutritious food, provide opportunities for
physical activity and developmentally
appropriate exercise, and provide
accurate information related to these
topics.

The district has formed a committee that
is working on writing regulations that will
give more guidance on how to implement
the policy, said Debra Aungst, assistant
superintendent of education support.

Puyallup High School health and physical
education teacher Sue Krippaehne said
she was glad the district had addressed
this. “Fitness and nutrition play an

extremely important role in our whole
health affecting especially physical,
emotional, and social health.”

The positive effects of good nutrition and
fitness are numerous, Krippaehne said,
and include “reducing the risk of disease
(heart disease, diabetes, and cancer);
reducing the risk of obesity; lowering
blood pressure; increasing bone density;
burning calories more efficiently; boost-
ing the immune system; sleeping better;
increasing metabolism; increasing energy;
and simply feeling better and looking
better.”

Good fitness and nutrition is important
not only for the students, but also for
staff, she said. It can result in looking
younger and delaying the effects of aging.

The nutrition and physical fitness policy
doesn’t just affect food service, said Judy
Jackson, administrator of food and
nutrition.

“It affects all areas of the district.” She
said the athletics department is im-
pacted, and individual schools will be
dealing with curriculum this year
regarding health, fitness, and nutrition,
as well as issues tied to the use of
vending machines.

The policy states that
“vending machines shall
be limited to only those
which dispense items
which are nutritionally
healthful. No food or
drink items shall be
offered in vending
machines unless they
have been approved by
the superintendent or
designee.” Aungst said
that the district is
moving forward with
shifting the contents in
vending machines
throughout the school
district so that they
contain more healthful
alternatives.

Aungst also said that
there has been move-
ment toward coordinat-
ing efforts between Food
and Nutrition Services
and the associated
student bodies of
schools that run student

School meal payment
plan available online

Zeiger Elementary sixth-grader Nicole
Brankline takes advantage of the salad bar at
the school and adds some vegetables to her
lunch.

continued on page 11

Parents can prepay for their child’s
school meals, keep track of what they
are ordering, and view the daily menu,
prices, and nutritional food content
through an online payment service.

This is the second year of the district’s
online payment plan. The program is
designed so that parents prepay for
school meals using a credit or debit
card. The service automatically e-mails
the card holder when an account
balance is low.

A minimum of $20 must be deposited
to activate an account, and the
cardholder is charged a 3 percent
convenience fee for each payment. A
parent who puts $20 into a child’s meal
account, for example, is charged
$20.60. The service automatically
deposits the money into the student’s
meal account at school within one to
two business days.

Educators say the new meal payment
plan eliminates parents worrying about
children losing lunch money taken to
school. The service also helps speed up
lunch lines, especially schools with
higher enrollments.

Judy Jackson, administrator of food and
nutrition services, described the
program as “efficient, convenient, and
safe.”

To sign up for the service, visit the
school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us and click on
“Lunch Menus” (or the apple icon) near
the top of any page. Once on the Food
and Nutrition Services page, click on
“mySchoolBucks.com” and follow
the registration directions.

Parents can join the prepay plan by
entering information including the
child’s name, birthdate, school, and
student identification number.

Elementary students, similar to second-
ary students, have been assigned
confidential identification numbers to
use with this online meal service.

Puyallup School District students and staff showcased educational programs during the annual
Education Day at the Puyallup Fair. Clockwise from top left: C.J. Kraft, a sixth grader at Mt. View
Elementary, shows off a bridge he built in the school district’s QUEST program; the Rogers High
School cheerleaders join cheer, dance, and drill groups from Emerald Ridge and Puyallup high
schools in spirited performances before standing-room only crowds; Brenda Ransom, instructional
technology coach, helps Firgrove Elementary first grader Lindsey Gavica learn to use an interactive
white board; Stahl Junior High seventh graders (from left) Jonathan Morton, Helen Lepien, and
Albert Phomphakdee perform with the South Hill Strings under the direction of Mark Jasinski; and
Puyallup High School senior Melissa Callinsky enjoys helping students like Fruitland Elementary
fifth grader Emma Miller make hats at the visual arts booth. To view more photos from Education
Day, visit www.puyallup.k12.wa.us and click on “More District News.”
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Annual athletic
passes available

Nutrition policy

Annual passes for high school athletic
events are available for purchase
through high school bookkeepers’
offices.

Passes are good for home, regular
season events only. Family passes are
valid for two adults and children 14
years and younger. An adult must be
present for children to be admitted.

District annual passes include admit-
tance to home, regular season athletic
events for Emerald Ridge, Puyallup,
and Rogers high schools. Prices are as
follows:

Annual Family Athletics Pass - 142.50
Single Annual Pass - $95.00
Senior Single Annual Pass (Golden
Age, 62 years of age or older) - $23.75

High schools also offer school-specific
annual passes at lower rates. For more
details, check with local school
bookkeepers or visit the district Web
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
studentprograms/athletic.

Program helps students say no to bullying
The Maplewood Elementary School
mission statement calls for the provision
of a “safe and nurturing environment” for
all at the school. When looking at ways to
promote the mission of the school, school
administrators knew that all types of
bullying had to stop.

While the teachers and staff had always
taught students that it was wrong to bully
others, there was no set framework for
everyone to follow, counselor Lorraine
Shakarian said. That is when staff
members decided to implement the
Olweus Bully Prevention Program. At the
same time, staff at Meeker Elementary
School were also looking at implementing
the program.

Shakarian said the program, which is
based on research and is a Blueprint
Model program with the Office of
Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention
and the Center for the Study and Preven-
tion of Violence, works to change school
norms through clear school rules and skill
building.

At Maplewood, there is a list of norms
that everyone is expected to follow,
Shakarian said. The list includes state-
ments like: “We will not bully others, we
will help students who are bullied, we will
include students who are being left out,
and we will tell an adult when we know
someone is being bullied.”

In order to help keep everyone in the
school on the same page, Shakarian said
all staff members have been trained with
program materials. “We need to have a
consistent message that bullying is not
okay.”

Getting this message out to the students is

accomplished in several different ways.
There are classroom meetings, a yearly
questionnaire for students, and also a
poster contest. At the beginning of this
school year, students and staff pledged to
“Lend a Helping Hand to Stop Bullying”
at a school-wide assembly.

The poster contest helps the school get
the community and families involved,
Shakarian said. She said that students will
be told to work on their posters with their
families and then the winning posters will
be displayed in businesses around the
area. “It helps that kids are seeing a
consistent message.”

Students at Meeker are also beginning the
year with a strong anti-bullying theme —
in line with the program, said Meeker
counselor Sandy Benson.

One big aspect of the Olweus program,
said Benson, is the power of the by-
stander. “Many kids want to help when
they see bullying, and through this
program, we have provided them with the
tools to know how to get involved,” she
said. Shakarian agreed that the program
offers staff a way to empower the students
to do something when they see bullying
occurring.

While neither school had big problems
with bullying before they started the
program in 2004, Shakarian said that even
one student who feels bullied is too much,
and they wanted to do as much as they
could to prevent bullying.

“We’re doing much of the same work as
we were before,” Shakarian said. “But
we’re doing it smarter than we have
before.”

Students at Maplewood Elementary School pledged to “Lend a Helping
Hand to Stop Bullying” at a school-wide assembly to start off the year.

After a several-year absence, a uniformed
Puyallup police officer can be seen
roaming the halls at Puyallup High
School. Officer Mike Henry is not there
because there is trouble. Rather, he is
there as a school resource officer (SRO),
getting to know students and staff alike,
and becoming part of the Viking family.

The SRO program is back at Puyallup
High, due in part to an agreement between
the school district and the City of
Puyallup. The school district pays half of
Henry’s salary for his work in the schools.
In addition to Puyallup High, Henry
works some at Aylen, Kalles, and Ferrucci
junior high schools and responds to city
elementary schools if there is a need.

However, Henry is not the only SRO
working in the Puyallup School District.
The Pierce County Sheriff’s Department
also has an agreement with the school

district to have
officers at schools.

Deputy Dan Hibben is
based at Rogers High
School, and Deputy
Andy Finley is housed
at Emerald Ridge
High School. While
the officers spend

most of their time at the high schools,
Finley said he and
Hibben have split up
the rest of the county
junior high and
elementary schools and
patrol those as well.
Both Finley and
Hibben have been at
the schools for three
years. “I really enjoy
the work,” Finley said.

While having a police officer on campus
is in part to help with security issues, it is
not the only aspect to an SRO program,
Henry explained. “I’m not just a police
officer on campus. I’m also just as likely
to be in a classroom teaching students,”
he said. “I’m a member of the staff.” If
Henry is in the classroom, he is apt to be
teaching the students about issues with the
law, or doing preventive education, such
as warning about the dangers of drunk
driving.

Puyallup High students say they appreci-
ate having an officer on campus who will
talk with them and share useful informa-
tion about life outside of school. “I think
it’s cool that he is willing to come in and
talk with us,” said junior Michael Price.
“He seems like a cool guy.”

Being a member of the Viking staff is a
familiar thing to Henry. He was the SRO
at Puyallup High from 1997 until the
program ended there in 2001. “It was fun
coming back,” Henry said. “It’s been a
great homecoming.”

Puyallup Principal Mike Joyner said
having Henry around for the beginning of
the school year has gone well. He said the
students are warming to him as they are
getting used to seeing him around campus
during lunch and passing periods.

Becoming a familiar sight, and often in a
positive light, is good for all parties
involved at all of the schools. Henry said
having the positive contact between law
enforcement and students yields a lot of
benefits.

“It’s great to have kids say ‘hi’ out in the
community because they recognize me
from their school,” Henry said.

stores so that the choices offered from
both are healthy.

Another task the district is working on
is improving the overall nutritional
value of its “a la carte” meal offerings.
There are several steps under way,
Aungst said, including working on
improving the nutritional quality of the
food served and sometimes lessening
the quantity of food served.

These changes in the district nutrition
and fitness policy are ongoing, Aungst
said. “Our goal is to makes changes
gradually over the next couple of
years.”

In the end, the physical health of
youth also affects their capacity for
learning, and the board policy seeks
to optimize both by implementing the
policy. The policy states, “Children
who eat well-balanced meals and are
healthy are more likely to learn in the
classroom.”

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health,
and fitness stated, “Students who have
appropriate fitness levels and who are
physically active are better prepared to
learn. While student health and fitness
is a shared responsibility between
schools and families, the school
environment must be conducive to
education and promote learning …
fitness is an important part of that
healthy environment.”

Budget planning
begins for 2007-08
Less than one month after the school
board approved this year’s annual
spending plan, educators are busy
preparing the initial steps to developing
the 2007-08 budget.

Community meetings are expected to
be scheduled this fall to invite com-
ments on school district budget
priorities. The dates, times, and places
for these community forums will be
posted on the district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

continued from page 10

Puyallup Police Officer Mike Henry reviews a civics lesson with Fred
Orton’s class at Puyallup High School.

Dan Hibben

Andy Finley

School resource officers partner with schools
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Staff celebrates new school year during Rally Day 2006

Schools welcome back-to-school donations for students in need

Displaying some of the hundreds of back-to-school supplies donated to Wildwood Elementary School
are (from left back row): Chris Loftis, executive director of Communities in Schools of Puyallup; Lou
Wilson, service manager for the Boeing Employees Credit Union Puyallup Express Center; Glenn Malone,
Wildwood principal; and Kevin Gregory, assistant manager at Top Food & Drug on South Hill. Front
Row: Wildwood fifth grader Brett Steffensen, second grader Maia Hammond, and second grader Beau
Pasquier display items donated to the school.

Backpacks, notebooks, crayons, pencil
boxes, colored markers, and lunch sacks are
among boxes full of school supplies donated
this fall by area businesses and individuals.

For the fourth year in a row, Top Food &
Drug and the Boeing Employees Credit
Union Puyallup Express Center teamed to
provide supplies. Together the two busi-
nesses donated about $3,000 worth of back-
to-school supplies, which were distributed
to students in need throughout the district.

Costco also continued an annual tradition
of providing filled backpacks. This year,
the company provided more than 350
backpacks for students at Spinning
Elementary School.

The Puyallup Lions Club also donated
filled backpacks this year, as well as boxes
full of additional supplies. “It gives us
value as a service unit, and we had a blast
doing it,” said member Brenda Shaw.

Chris Loftis, executive director of Commu-
nities in Schools of Puyallup (CISP),
helped the club members unload the items
from their cars and thanked them for their
generosity. “You would be surprised how
important this is to the kids who need it.”

When students receive the supplies, they
are simply told “there are people in the
community who care about them very
much and want them to have a good and
safe year,” Loftis said.

After calculating all of the donated items
to CISP this fall, Loftis estimated more
than 700 filled backpacks were donated at
a value of more than $13,000.

Supplies not handed out immediately at
the start of school are kept in school

counselors’ offices to hand out as needed.

Other groups that contributed supplies

and backpacks to CISP included The
Moms Club, The Washington Association
of Education Office Professionals, First

Photos (from left): Master of Ceremonies Colin Findlay, a teacher at Walker High School, addresses the crowd gathered at Sparks Stadium;
Stewart Elementary School staff members Marni Ellison and Carol Goodwin show their school spirit; and Emerald Ridge High band
member Crystal Grager performs for the crowd at the start of the rally.

More than 1,000 school employees
kicked off the 2006-07 school year with
spirited displays of school pride during
the Puyallup School District’s third
annual Rally Day.

Staff from each of the district’s 31
schools and administrative support
offices dressed in school colors, shouted
cheers, and shook pom-poms during the
September 5 rally at Sparks Stadium.

The 90-minute program featured a meet-
and-greet by local dignitaries, speeches,

band music by Emerald Ridge High band
students, the presentation of colors by the
Rogers High JROTC, a group sing-along,
Aviation teacher Jeff Coleman’s fly-by,
and prize drawings.

Members of the Puyallup High School
cross country team, led by Michele
Mathay, arrived early to help set up the
bleachers and greet guests.

The school district’s Food and Nutrition
Services department served grilled hot
dogs, chips, and drinks to start the

festivities at noon, and Master of Ceremo-
nies Colin Findlay, a Walker High School
teacher, welcomed staff and gave the
opening address. Puyallup Education
Association President Margaret Langston,
School Board Vice-President Lloyd
Freudenstein, and Superintendent Tony
Apostle also addressed the staff.

Apostle held up a gold torch that he said
is symbolic for “lighting the way for
student achievement.” He welcomed the
113 new teachers to the district this year
and encouraged veteran teachers to

support those entering the teaching
profession.

Freudenstein said, “I can’t emphasize
enough the work that you do...I salute
you, and I thank you.”

Langston described district staff
members as being committed to student
learning. She said they are fair and
caring individuals who treat each other
with respect and support. In closing she
said, “Remember to carry the torch for
this great district.”

Presbyterian Church of Puyallup,
Puyallup Four Square Church, and First
Security Bank in downtown Puyallup.


