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School bond election 
is May 15, 2007
On Tuesday, May 15, Puyallup 
School District voters will be asked 
to consider a school bond to address 
continued facility and technology 
needs districtwide.

Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The $259.5 million bond measure out-
lines the same 19 facility and technol-
ogy projects proposed in the February 6, 
2007 election. That measure fell less 
than two percent short of the 60 percent 
supermajority of yes votes required by 
the state to pass school district bond 
measures.

The money would be used to build 
new schools and replace aging facili-
ties and equipment in an effort to keep 
pace with rapid enrollment growth. To 
learn more about the bond, see related 
articles on pages 6-8 in this issue of 
Connections or visit the school district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

New elementary school on May election ballot

Task force identifi es impacts to schools if bond measure fails

When orchestra class begins, 
Joon Yong Lee struggles be-
tween tuning in to his teacher 
and tuning out the noise from 
the P.E. class held simultane-
ously a few feet away.

Even though a retractable 
door and a curtain separate 
the two classes held in the 
Firgrove Elementary School 
gym, the fi fth grader said he 
can still hear balls bouncing, 
people speaking, and kids 
running.

“I would rather have it be 
quiet,” said Lee, who is in 
his second year of learning to 
play the cello. “It would turn 
all of my concentration to-
ward playing my instrument.”

Overcrowding at Firgrove 
and other neighboring 
schools has forced some pro-
grams, such as music classes, 
out of the classroom and into 
makeshift teaching areas such 
as gym stages.

Too many students for too 
little space has also resulted 
in space-saving measures that 
range from housing students in portable 
classrooms on separate school campuses, 
to restricting the use of the library during 
school hours.

New elementary school proposed

A proposal to build a 750-student elemen-
tary school on the southwest corner of the 
district to accommodate continued enroll-

ment growth comes before voters in the 
May 15 school bond election.

The new school would be built on 144th 
Street East near 80th Avenue in what is 

continued on page 8

First graders (from left) Madison Glasoe, Jacob Meyers, Emily Van 
Bergeyk, and (back row) Tasia Nangauta listen in class at Brouillet 
Elementary. A panel warns that class sizes could be impacted if the 
school bond fails.

Adding portable classrooms to new and 
existing school campuses, reducing or 
eliminating instructional programs, and 
enrolling students in other than their 
neighborhood schools are among a list 
of options for addressing continued 
enrollment growth if the May 15 school 
bond fails.

At the school board’s request, a 10-mem-
ber committee of citizens and school 
district staff spent a month studying the 
impacts to the district if voters reject the 
bond measure on the May 15 special elec-
tion ballot.

The Student Housing Task Force shared 
its 38-page report at the March 26 board 
of directors meeting and concluded there 
would be “signifi cant negative impacts” 
in fi ve areas analyzed: growth; instruc-
tional program support; technology and 
related professional development; facil-
ity and site improvements; and health, 

safety, and emergency preparedness. 

The task force identifi ed the short- and 
long-term impacts in each of the fi ve areas 
studied, as well as options for dealing with 
them, in the absence of bond funds. 

“There are fi nancial costs,” said Debra 
Aungst, assistant superintendent of educa-
tion support and task force chair. “More 
importantly, there are educational and 
human costs.”

Even with two new 750-student elemen-
tary schools and a rebuilt Kalles Junior 
High opening in fall 2007, more class-
room space is urgently needed now, and 
the need will continue to grow, the task 
force concluded.

“The growth is not just confi ned to South 
Hill,” said Lynne Rosellini, executive 

continued on page 8

Firgrove Elementary orchestra students compete for space and for quiet as 
they share the school gym with P.E. students. A retractable accordion door was 
opened for this photo to illustrate the close proximity of the stage and the gym 
fl oor. Even when the door is closed and a curtain pulled, sound travels between 
both classes. Orchestra students from left include Kayla Feller, Joon Yong Lee, 
Francisco Velasco, Daisy Zacapu, and Shyann Reynon.
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Superintendent’s Message
Every vote counts in the May 15 bond election

Becoming active participants in education
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District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
District challenges its students to 
achieve their academic, creative, and 
physical potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  Please 
direct questions or comments to Karen 
Hansen, director of communications 
and executive services, PO Box 
370, Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
(253) 841-8703; or e-mail khansen@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: Karen Hansen

Editor: Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: Dale 
Carrington

Contributing Writers: Shanon 
Burke, Susan Gifford, Colleen 
Spearman, and Teresa Stover. 

Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
(Larry Sera, assistant superintendent 
of human resources) at 302 Second 
St., S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.  Phone:  
(253) 841-8645. 

The leadership torch must 
burn brighter and be carried 
higher than ever before in an 
effort to address the pressing 
facility needs of this great 
school district. To that end, 
I am urging the community 
patrons of the Puyallup School 
District to become educated 
about the May 15 school 
district election and to vote 
by mail or at the polls in the 
upcoming election. 

As noted many times in the media and 
district publications, voters in the Febru-
ary school election narrowly rejected 
a $259.5 million dollar bond measure 
to build new schools to accommodate 
growth, renovate existing schools, 
purchase land for future school sites, 
integrate new instructional technology 
equipment systems, purchase classroom 
computers, and provide technology train-
ing for students and staff.

By law, the district may submit a bond 
measure to voters only twice in a calen-
dar year. Should voters approve the bond 
measure in May, our second and fi nal 
opportunity this year, the district will be 

able to construct new schools to accom-
modate the projected student enrollment 
growth, and maintain continuous progress 
and forward movement in the advance-
ment of classroom technology systems 
and training to support student learning.

What impact would a second failed bond 
election have on students, their families, 
and staff? The consequences would be 
severe. A second bond measure rejection 
may result in the following decision-mak-
ing scenarios:

• not building new schools or renovating 
existing schools for the future student 
enrollment growth;

• not integrating instructional 
technology in the classrooms; 

• not providing lower class size levels; 
and

• not guaranteeing students and their 
siblings enrollment at a neighborhood 
school where enrollments may be 
closed due to overcrowding. 

Sending siblings to different elementary 
schools is a true hardship for families and 
one the district would like to avoid. For 
example, in the failed 2001 bond election 
when voters rejected the bond measure, 
students had to be bused outside of their 
school attendance area to schools where 
there was classroom space and grade 
level capacity. 

The Puyallup School Board has directed 
that a viable plan be developed to accom-
modate our growing student enrollment 
and inability to house students in existing 
facilities should voters reject the May 15 
bond measure.

Clearly, voters will decide the quality and 
level of educational services, programs, 
and facilities in the Puyallup School 
District’s future.

Your Vote Counts.

There are times in a parent’s life that we 
look upon our children with pride and 
appreciation. Just such a time occurred 
recently as our daughter made an offer 
on her fi rst home here in Puyallup. As I 
traveled with her from one home for sale 
to the next, there was a common thread 
in the statements of every realtor we en-
countered. “This home is in the Puyallup 
School District.” The realtors made this 
statement as if it was generally understood 
that this would add value to the home. 
While I wholeheartedly agree, I took time 
to refl ect on why this is true.

Within the district, we are fortunate to 
have an outstanding and caring group of 

teachers and staff whose work is refl ected 
in the accomplishments of the classroom. 
But to earn a reputation of the caliber 
alluded to by the realtors can only happen 
in a community that takes pride in its 
schools. The ways in which we express 
our pride might be as subtle as being ac-
tive in the alumni of PHS, or as visible as 
serving on a Budget Advisory Committee. 
In either case, we are active participants in 
the educational welfare of our children.
    
In fact, our community is engaged in a 
collaborative effort to bring community 
members and service providers together 
with our schools. Whenever I have the 
opportunity to visit a classroom, I pay 
particular attention to the volunteers and 
community partners who work alongside 
of our teachers.

For instance, in a recent classroom visit, 
I watched as a small boy sat through a 
math exercise without completing a single 
problem. He caught my eye and I am sure 
wondered if I had noticed what was hap-

pening. Coincidently, an observant teacher 
knew he needed additional assistance 
and slipped the boy into the hands of a 
parent volunteer. Together, the young boy 
received the extra attention he needed to 
understand the lesson.

Many parents, grandparents, or gener-
ous community members willingly give 
of their time to assist our students. Some 
who become tutors also become role 
models for the young people they work 
with, forming an indelible impression that 
inspires these students to explore new 
interests and obtain new goals.
  
Each of us stands to reap the benefi ts of 
this collaborative work. The added value 
in our homes is clearly a refl ection of this 
community working together to embrace 
education. Our legacy to future genera-
tions is imbedded in this reputation. I be-
lieve in the powerful infl uence of parents, 
family, and the community on children’s 
learning, and I thank each of you for 
believing as well.

‘Soups On’ brings community ideas to the table
Twice a month, Puyallup School District 
Superintendent Tony Apostle invites the 
community to lunch in his offi ce.

There is no formal agenda for the “Soups 
On” sessions. Rather, the luncheon is an 
opportunity for a half dozen invited guests 
to sit around the lunch table and informally 
share what is on their minds, as well as 
their expectations of the superintendent.

Apostle has been hosting the Soups On 
meetings since he became superintendent 
three years ago. He sets aside 90 min-
utes every other Friday at noon, and the 
district’s food service staff caters the event 
with soup, salad, and dessert.

Since the program began, nearly 150 area 
residents, including parents, senior citizens, 
and business people, have participated. If 
interested in attending a Soups On, contact 
Karen Hansen, director of communications 
and executive services, at (253) 841-8703.

Superintendent Tony Apostle (center) visits with South Hill Rotary 
Club members (from left) Ed Pullen, Shanley Crane, Dan Russ, Carole 
Axtell, Shane Klingenstein, and Lou Wilson during one of his biweekly 
“Soups On” gatherings.
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Administrator of Operations

Perry Wisdom is the school district’s 
new Administrator of Operations in the 
Facilities depart-
ment. Wisdom came 
to Puyallup in Feb-
ruary from Spokane 
Public Schools, 
where he worked as 
operations man-
ager. Before that he 
worked as custodial 
manager in the Rent-
on and Bethel school 
districts, custodial 
supervisor in the North Thurston School 
District, and an instructor at Pierce 
College in Steilacoom. Wisdom earned 
his diploma from the Pusan American 
School in South Korea.

Glacier View Junior High School
Planning Principal

Mark Vetter has been selected plan-
ning principal for Glacier View Junior 
High School, which is scheduled to 
open in September 2008. Vetter has 

been an educator in 
this district for 23 of 
the past 24 years. He 
started in 1983 as a 
social studies teacher 
at Ballou Junior 
High. In 1989 he 
took on the addi-
tional responsibility 
of coordinating the 
districtwide social 
studies program. 

After spending one year as an assistant 
principal in the North Thurston School 
District, Vetter returned to Puyallup in 
1993 to become assistant principal of 
the then newly built Stahl Junior High 
School. Four years later, he was named 
that school’s principal and remained 
there until 2002 when he was named 
principal at Ferrucci Junior High. Vetter 
also helped develop educational plans 
for Junior High #7, later named Glacier 
View Junior High, during a temporary 
assignment as planning principal in 
2001. He has a bachelor’s degree from 
Washington State University and a 
master’s degree from Seattle University.

Elementary Honors 
Concert set May 21
The 2007 Elementary Honors Concert 
will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, May 21 
at Rogers High School. Music directors 
this year are Todd Giltner, orchestra; 
Jim Hunt and Gary Jacobson, band; and 
Gloria Fox and Janice Martinelli, choir. 

Rogers High School is located at 12801 
86th Ave. E. in Puyallup.

2007-08 school 
calendar dates set
Calendar dates for the 2007-08 school 
year, including the fi rst day of school, 
breaks, Wednesday early release infor-
mation, and more are available on the 
Puyallup School District Web site.

To access the calendars, visit the school 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. Click on the Calendars icon near 
the top of the page.

New school district 
leaders announced 
The Puyallup School Board recently ap-
proved the hiring of the following two 
school district administrators:

Educators throughout the district are 
undergoing training this spring on how 
to use a new student records system that 
will benefi t both staff and parents alike. 
The new computer software system will, 
among other things, provide 24-hour Web-
based parent access to information such 
as attendance, class schedules, discipline, 
and report cards.

“Home Access Center,” the parent com-
ponent of the new StudentPLUS+ system, 
will be launched at the start of the 2007-
08 school year at one or more school sites 
and expanded districtwide by the end of 
next year, said Mike Warr, co-manager of 
the student learning project.

At the outset, parents will be able to view 
general registration information about 
their children; attendance history, includ-
ing tardies; daily schedules, including 
specifi cs such as class times and teacher 
names; and any discipline records.

Parents of junior high and high school 
students also will be able to view grade 
book and report card information. Daily 
class assignments, for example, as well 
as scores on assignments and tests, can 
be easily accessed from home, Warr 
said. This feature is expected to become 
available to elementary schools the fol-
lowing year. 

Warr and business analysts Erika Flattum 
and Jeff Brandon have helped lead a team 
of 28 district staff members who have 
been meeting regularly since October to 
guide the project’s implementation. They 
also have been working closely with 
selected staff members from every school 
in the district who are being trained this 
spring to use the new computer system 
and, in turn, go back to their schools to 
train their colleagues. 

Educators are praising the new system, 
which includes a separate component that 
gives all elementary, junior high, and high 
school staff broader and more immediate 
access to information about their students, 
such as registration, scheduling, atten-
dance, and report cards.

“As a teacher, the StudentPLUS+ program 
allows me to see information about each 
child at the click of a button,” said Rog-
ers High School English teacher James 
Crawford. “With the use of this program 
and the information it provides, I think we 
will see students’ success continue to rise 
and a better connection built between the 
classroom and home.”

Wildwood Elementary School counselor 
Dorothy Wilgus agreed. “Having current 

access to parent contact information is a 
plus,” she said. In the past, teachers and 
other staff have had to make separate trips 
to the offi ce to retrieve that information 
from students’ enrollment cards.

Once the new system is fully opera-
tional, parents will be able to reach the 
Home Access Center from the Internet 
by typing in a secured user name and 
password. Further information about 
this procedure will be included in an 
upcoming issue of Connections and on 
the district Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us.

Training sessions to help parents under-
stand how to use the Home Access Center 
are also planned for when the schools 
implement the program, Warr said.

Wildwood Elementary School counselor Dorothy Wilgus (foreground) 
participates in a training session to learn how to use a new student 
records system that will benefi t staff and parents alike.

New student records system to launch in fall

“Why can’t impact fees pay for the new 
classrooms and schools we need?” This 
question is asked whenever citizens are 
asked to consider school bonds. It is a 
logical question and certainly understand-
able in a community where new residen-
tial development is a major reason for new 
schools. The answer is complicated.

Impact fees paid by developers — and 
ultimately by new homeowners — are 
intended to reduce the fi nancial impacts 
of creating new infrastructure such as 
schools, streets, water systems, and 
sewers that are made necessary by new 

developments. The one-time fees were 
never intended to pay the full costs up 
front for new infrastructure. Once the 
residences are occupied, the new home-
owner pays property taxes that, among 
other things, pay off bonds issued to 
build the new schools.

One of the reasons for impact fees is 
that there is a time lag between when the 
impact occurs (children enter school after 
moving into their new neighborhood) and 
the homeowner begins to pay property 
taxes (taxes are levied the year after prop-
erty is assessed).

The Puyallup School District uses a 
formula developed for growing areas 
statewide to calculate the “unfunded 
need” created by new residential devel-
opment. The district has no authority to 
require that the resulting amount is actu-
ally charged. This is the job of the cities 
and county in which the school district is 
located. Each city considers “unfunded 
needs” for all infrastructure and decides 
on an impact fee.

Pierce County and the cities that are 
served by the Puyallup School District 
have different school impact fees, and 
none are set at the full unfunded need 
level identifi ed by the district.

Even if the localities set impact fees at 
the full unfunded need level, the money 
would provide only a small portion of the 
amount needed to relieve overcrowding, 
said Debra Aungst, assistant superin-
tendent of education support. The funds 
may not be used to renovate or replace 
aging facilities, nor to acquire needed 
technology, science, or safety equipment. 
They do assist the district in funding the 
cost of some capital expenses related to 
growth, such as the purchase of land for 
new buildings or portable classrooms for 
temporary expansion.

The Puyallup School District will 
continue to encourage the cities and the 
county to increase the school impact 
fees as it has done in the past. While ev-
ery dollar raised from impact fees helps, 
these fees will never cover more than a 
small percentage of the costs of build-
ing new schools and adding classrooms, 
Aungst said.

Impact fees
Understanding the basics of the funding formula

A school bus travels through a newer section of the sprawling Sunrise 
housing development on the southern end of the district, stopping 
along the way to drop off Emerald Ridge High students returning 
home from school.

Perry Wisdom

Mark Vetter
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District honors Volunteers of the Year for dedicated service
Each year, the Puyallup School District selects two of the more than 4,000 registered volunteers for the special distinction and honor of “Volunteer of the Year.” These two individ-
uals are selected from nominations by school staff and other community members and are recognized each April by the Puyallup School Board for their dedication, commitment, 
and service to children. Their names are engraved on a plaque that hangs in the lobby of the district administrative offi ce in downtown Puyallup. Each of the honorees receives 
a plaque, and their names are also engraved on a plaque and presented to their school principals to post in the school building. This year’s Awards of Recognition go to Terry 
Thomas, a volunteer at Fruitland Elementary, and Lisa Westover, a volunteer at Ballou Junior High.

Second grader Abbey Woodruff couldn’t 
wait to delve into the next chapter of her 
book. She scooted her chair next to Terry 
Thomas, opened to where she had left off 
the day before, and began to read about 
a young girl’s “sneaky peeky spying” 
adventures.

As she read, Woodruff giggled with 
Thomas about the silly situations Junie 
B. Jones found herself in during the 
story. When Woodruff’s half hour was 
up, she marked her page for the next time 
Thomas would return to the classroom to 
read with her.

Working one-on-one with students to 
help them boost their reading skills is one 
of many ways Thomas helps students at 
Fruitland Elementary School.

When there is a need, staff say, they turn 
to Thomas for help.

Her willingness to help, and the sheer 
volume of time she helps at the school 
each year, earned her the honor this year 
of being named a Puyallup School District 
Volunteer of the Year.

“I’m so pleased that Terry is receiving this 
recognition,” said Principal Lisa Berry. 
“She is absolutely incredible. She cares 
deeply for children and the dedicated staff 
here at Fruitland and generously gives of 
herself each and every day.”
 
Thomas also is the recipient of this year’s 
Fruitland Elementary School Golden 
Acorn Award, which recognizes outstand-
ing contributions to children.

In a letter nominating Thomas for the 
Volunteer of the Year award, teacher 

Terry Thomas
Fruitland Elementary School

Wendy Olson wrote, “She spends inordi-
nate amounts of time supporting parents, 
individual teachers, children, and commit-
tees at Fruitland …Terry has touched so 
many lives at our school.”

The mother of four, who has volunteered 
the past six years at Fruitland, comes 
twice a week for at least three hours a day. 
She helps regularly in the classroom, as 
well as in a computer lab where students 
take Accelerated Reader reading compre-
hension tests.

Thomas also is an avid supporter of the 
school’s PTA and was recently elected 
vice president for the 2007-08 school 
year. She serves on fi ve PTA committees, 
helping to organize Teacher Appreciation 

Week, plan the school yearbook, coor-
dinate a sixth-grade memory book, help 
with yard beautifi cation, and support the 
Accelerated Reader program.

But her contributions don’t stop there. In 
past years, Thomas has recruited and kept 
track of parent volunteers in Olson’s class 
to assure there would be enough extra 
help available for classroom activities 
throughout the month. She followed up 
with personal thank you notes to every 
volunteer to encourage them to continue 
volunteering and extend her appreciation 
for their service.

“Terry was on the phone communicating 
to parents how valuable their participation 
is to classroom life,” Olson wrote in her 

nominating letter. “Her support, praise, 
and organization empowered so many 
parents who are usually just content to 
stay on the sidelines.”

Thomas also spent the past three years 
helping Olson set up her classroom for the 
fi rst day of school. She made a nametag 
for each student’s desk, listed birthdays 
on the board, and created a back-to-school 
bulletin board, among other things.

When there are special events, Thomas 
is usually on hand to pitch in wherever 
needed. This year, she helped sell Dr. 
Seuss pencils, erasers, notepads, and other 
items in a makeshift store to celebrate Read 
Across America Day. Last fall, she helped 
move classroom supplies into the school’s 
newly built classroom wing, and also 
sorted and fi led enrollment cards the fi rst 
two months of the school year.

One of her favorite activities, however, is 
working directly with students. This year, 
she volunteers regularly in teacher Teri 
Cranston’s second-grade classroom, where 
her youngest daughter, Taylor, is enrolled. 
She reads with students, uses fl ashcards to 
help them practice math, and helps with 
other class projects. “She is a dream,” 
Cranston said.

Thomas, who also has a daughter, Kirsten, 
in sixth grade at Fruitland, said she enjoys 
volunteering because it is her way of 
thanking the teachers and offi ce staff who, 
she said, “do so much for children.” Each 
week, she brings homemade espressos or 
tea for several offi ce staff, teachers, and 
paraeducators.

“I appreciate the staff so much,” Thomas 
said. “Everything I do here is out of grati-
tude for what they do every day. I love 
this school district, and I’m very, very 
humbled and honored to get this award.”

Volunteer of the Year Terry Thomas reads with second grader Abbey 
Woodruff at Fruitland Elementary School.

It is often heard that parents fi nd it 
easiest to volunteer when their children 
are in elementary school. “It takes an 
extraordinary person to step up, without 
reservation, when their children are in 
junior high school,” said Michelle 
Cruckshank, assistant principal at Bal-
lou Junior High School.

That person, Cruckshank said, is Lisa 
Westover.

Westover’s willingness to step in and 
help where needed, and her countless 
hours of volunteer service over the past 
two years, have earned her one of this 
year’s Puyallup School District Volun-
teer of the Year awards. 

“She’s an amazing support for us,” said 
Cruckshank. “The kids know her and love 
her — she is just part of our campus.”

It didn’t take long for Westover to 
become well-known among Ballou 
students and staff. Last fall, when the 
school’s Booster Club was left without 
a president, Westover volunteered to 
take over as the organization’s leader. 
As a fi rst-year president, she organized 
a school auction that raised more than 
$7,000.

Westover also organized a Ballou Boost-
er Club Web site, helped create an e-mail 
list for corresponding with members, and 
arranged for the club to join the National 
Booster Club Association.

Lisa Westover
Ballou Junior High School

The Booster Club has benefi ted from her 
help during fund-raisers, including the 
school’s annual magazine drive. This 
year, Westover coordinated volunteers 
who spent more than 100 hours on the 
major fall fund-raiser. Money raised 
from such events has paid in recent 
years for a digital camera to enhance 
school security, display boards for the 
art department, and thesauruses for each 
of the English classes.

Westover has also assisted with coordi-
nating and providing snacks for students 
during WASL testing, parent conference 
nights, Teacher Appreciation Week, and 
back-to-school nights. 

Her real passion, however, lies with help-
ing students.

She has chaperoned choir trips and 
school dances, kept time at track meets, 
and most recently helped leadership 
students coordinate a clothing drive for 
Puyallup’s St. Francis House during 
March Gladness — a month of service 
projects throughout the district. Westo-
ver took students to March Gladness 
meetings in downtown Puyallup and on 
a tour of St. Francis House so they could 
learn more about how their volunteer 
work will benefi t others.

One of her favorite volunteer roles is to 
co-manage the student store, where stu-
dents shop for snacks, water, and school 
attire. Westover arranges for parent and 
student volunteers to work in the store, 
and enjoys talking and laughing with 
students as she works side-by-side with 

them to serve students who walk up to 
the window during their breaks.

“Junior high is such an important time,” 
said Westover, who has a ninth-grade 
son, Preston, and an eighth-grade 
daughter, Kayla. “They have so much 
peer pressure and are in the process of 
deciding what path to take. It’s really 
fun to watch a kid you have helped get 
on the right path.”

Westover’s ability to work well with 
students landed her a full-time job 
March 5 as a paraeducator at Ballou. She 
works one-on-one this spring with a stu-

dent who has special needs and sits next 
to the girl in each of her classes to offer 
encouragement, assist with note taking, 
and help her stay on task.

“Ballou staff members, parents, and 
students know Lisa Westover as someone 
they can count on,” Cruckshank wrote in 
a letter nominating her for Volunteer of 
the Year.

Westover believes volunteering at the 
junior high level is something every 
parent should consider. “Once you get to 
know the kids, it’s hard not to be part of 
it,” she said.

Volunteer of the Year Lisa Westover (right) enjoys being around 
junior high students and helps co-manage the Ballou Junior High 
student store. Her helpers from left include Kayla Hoefer, Bobbi-Jo 
Schaapveld, and Cassie Mann. 
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Award of Merit
Helping others is a way of life for volunteer coordinator
When Viengkham “Pheng” Nix came 
from Laos to Washington 25 years ago, 
she was impressed by all of the volun-
teer opportunities here — something 
Laos had lacked.

She jumped right in. Her experiences 
include helping as a Vista volunteer by 
accompanying people without English 
language skills to the doctor or other 
appointments, volunteering with Ameri-
Corps, helping the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters organization, and assisting with an 
adult literacy program.

When her son started school a decade 
ago, Nix started volunteering at Spinning 
Elementary School.

Though her son is now a junior at 
Puyallup High School, Nix is still giv-
ing her time to Spinning Elementary 
School as its volunteer coordinator. Her 
dedication has earned her this year’s 
Award of Merit. The award is given 
annually to a district volunteer program 
coordinator.

The Puyallup School Board recognized 
Nix during last month’s school board 
meeting and presented her with an en-
graved plaque. Her name has also been 
added to a volunteer coordinator plaque 
in the lobby at the Education Service 

Center, as well as engraved on a plaque 
presented to Principal Conchita Oliver-
Moore to hang at Spinning Elementary.

Nix, who is in her fi rst year as a volunteer 
coordinator, said she was surprised by the 
honor because she has just been “doing her 
job.” Oliver-Moore said Nix deserves all 
of the credit that comes her way. “She is a 
special lady, and we are very, very lucky to 
have her here at Spinning.”

As a volunteer coordinator, Nix said her 
busiest time is at the beginning of the year 
when all of the new volunteers need to 
be screened and trained. “We have such a 
good group of volunteers here this year,” 
she said.

When she isn’t coordinating the 106 volun-
teers at Spinning, Nix can be found helping 
in one of several other places. She is in 
and out of classrooms at Spinning doing 
volunteer work herself, and also helps once 
a week at Wildwood Elementary School 
in the Help One Student To Succeed 
(HOSTS) reading program.

“It is such a gratifying thing,” she said. 
“To see a student who is struggling with 
something and then, when they get it, their 
face just lights up. It is wonderful.”

Another big part being a volunteer coor-

dinator is being fl exible, Nix said. As a 
coordinator, she said she often has to work 
around the volunteer’s time.

As a volunteer, Nix said she gets great 

joy from the services she is able to give 
to people, however she said she receives 
as much from the experience as she gives 
out. “I just get so much from being able to 
help these children,” she said.

Every volunteer who takes time to help 
struggling readers at Wildwood Elemen-
tary School is special. But when an entire 
family offers to help, including two 
students who give up some of their recess 
time, it’s extraordinary, said Pam Nelson, 
coordinator of the Help One Student to 
Succeed (HOSTS) program.

Deanna Mascaro, her husband, Tom, and 
their fi fth-grade daughters, Hayley and 
Lauren, are this year’s Golden Apple 
Award recipients. The award is given to 
volunteers who have shown outstanding 
dedication and have made signifi cant 
contributions to students.

The family received a golden apple 
paperweight at the April 9 school board 
meeting, and each member received a 
golden apple pin. 

“This whole family unit deserves a pat on 
the back,” Nelson wrote on her nominat-
ing form. 

In addition to volunteering themselves, 
they transport other school volunteers 
from their neighborhood who would oth-
erwise be unable to get to Wildwood.

Lauren and Hayley volunteer three 
times a week during 
their lunch recess to 
help students in the 
HOSTS program, 
which pairs tutors with 
struggling readers.

“It is a lot of fun,” said 
Hayley. “Just helping 
the other kids and seeing 
when they learn has 
been cool.” 

Lauren agreed, adding 
she has learned a lot by 
working with the younger students. “I’ve 
learned a lot about how to teach people 
things,” she said, adding she enjoys 
watching students “grow and succeed.”

Deanna, who started volunteering in the 

Volunteer coordinator Viengkham “Pheng” Nix reads with second 
graders Geremy Boyle, Mikela Reyes, and Joshua Iversen at Spinning 
Elementary School. Pheng has won this year’s Award of Merit for her 
role in coordinating volunteers.

Wildwood family helps children learn to read
Golden Apple Award

program more than six years ago, said 
she, too, has learned from spending time 
with the students. She generally volunteers 

twice a week for two hours 
each day. 

“I have learned how to 
explain things in a detailed 
manner, and I have learned 
how to pick up on what other 
people need,” she said.

When not in HOSTS, Dean-
na is active volunteering with 
other school-related activities 
and events. She has assisted 
with the school talent show 
and helps in the classroom, 

attends fi eld trips, and supports the PTA.

“It is very much an honor to get this 
award,” said Deanna. She said she espe-
cially likes to see her two children recog-
nized. “I am very proud of them,” she said.

Deanna said it is rewarding to see learn-
ing in action. “You get to see these kids 
understand what they are learning — you 
get to see it happen,” she said. “That is 
just an amazing feeling.”

Tom began volunteering after listening 
to his wife talk about the experience. He 
helps in the HOSTS program one hour 
each week. He also has volunteered in the 
classroom and chaperoned class fi eld trips. 
“It is defi nitely worth it to take the time to 
come out and give,” he said.

While the entire family goes above and 
beyond to help, Nelson gave special 
notice to Deanna, who has also been 
instrumental in getting the rest of her 
family and some of her neighbors to 
volunteer. 

“She has been consistent and a role model 
for her whole family, her neighborhood, 
and our school,” Nelson said.

Tom and Deanna Mascaro (front row) and their fi fth-grade daughters, 
Hayley and Lauren (second row, second and third students visible 
from the left), are this year’s Golden  Apple  Award winners. The family 
volunteers in the Help One Student to Succeed program at Wildwood 
Elementary School. 

Fourth graders in Colleen Spearman’s 
class at Sunrise Elementary School re-
cently dined at Mama Stortini’s Restau-
rant in Puyallup to mark the completion 
of an Open Court reading and language 
arts unit. The stories emphasized busi-
ness concepts and practices.

One story in particular, “Elias Sifuen-
tes, Restaurateur,” had students prac-
tice their interviewing skills as part of 
a writing requirement. An interview 
last December with the restaurant’s 
Executive Chef John Spearman 
sparked the students’ interest to then 
dine at the restaurant.

Students applied what they read in class 
to the real world as they set out to brain-
storm, create, develop, strategize, and 
give birth to a business  — in this case, 
a “Room 41, Inc.” holiday craft and 
bake sale. The fourth graders actively 
participated and maintained jobs such 
as greeters, cashiers, baggers, security, 
customer service, and advertisers. More 
than 100 students and staff visited the 
business, which sold homemade treats, 
as well as handmade key chains, orna-
ments, gift tags, and cards.

The students’ hard work paid off with a 
$224 profi t, said teacher Colleen Spear-
man. Students also learned about the 
signifi cance of donating to a charitable 
fund by sharing 15 percent of their 
profi ts to Sunrise Elementary School’s 
sixth-grade camp fund. The remain-
ing funds were woven into the cost 
of round-trip transportation on Pierce 
Transit using a ‘Class Pass’ to attend 
a discounted buffet-style luncheon at 
Mama Stortini’s.

The owner and president of Mama 
Stortini’s, Roger Stilson, made a sur-
prise appearance at the event and was 
welcomed and applauded by the fourth 
graders. Students had an opportunity to 
speak with Stilson about owning and 
operating a restaurant.

Classroom reading 
lesson comes to life
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Portable classrooms and science experi-
ments don’t mix. The detached classrooms 
lack proper water hook-ups, as well as lab 
space necessary for students to do suc-
cessful experiments.

At Emerald Ridge, which has more stu-
dents enrolled than are able to be housed 
in the main building, science classes have 
overfl owed into three portable classrooms 
on the east end of campus. A fourth 
portable houses students enrolled in the 
school’s Teaching Academy program.

Like many other schools in the Puyallup 
School District — particularly those in the 
fast-growing southern area of the district 
— Emerald Ridge is seeing its student 
population expand. The school was built 
to house 1,400 students. The current 
school population is about 1,450 students 
and is expected to reach 1,600 by 2010.

On May 15, voters will consider a school 
bond that would fund projects includ-
ing a 400-student classroom addition at 
Emerald Ridge. The addition would house 
science and other general classes, as well 
as the school library.

The bond proposal calls for the classroom 
addition to be complete in 2009.

When there is lab work to be done, stu-
dents in the portable science classrooms 
leave their detached units to walk inside 
the school to use a common lab space. At 
times, students compete for space in the 
facility with students in other classes.

“It isn’t an ideal situation to have these 
science classes out in portables,” said 
Principal Brian Lowney. “Having these 
students in the main building in a room 
designed for use as a science room would 
benefi t them tremendously.”

Science teacher Mike Curtis agrees that 
having a dedicated science room in the 
main building at the high school would 
assist with student learning. “Out in the 
portable, we just don’t have the set-up to 
do even the smallest projects,” he said.

Another Emerald Ridge science teacher, 
April York, said that having a dedicated 
science room in the new classroom addi-
tion would benefi t her students because it 
would offer her the facilities to safely do demonstrations to reinforce her students 

learning. “It would enrich the curricu-
lum,” she said.

Currently, all of the school’s science 
classes share a large common lab space 
for in-depth lab experiences and experi-
ments. 

The new science classrooms would be 
part of a plan to add 12 to 15 classrooms 
to the school, said Casey Cox, executive 
director for secondary school leadership. 
The proposal also calls for expanding the 
commons and career center, and moving 
and expanding the school library.

“We are looking to increase the space 
for the growing number of students at 
Emerald Ridge,” Cox said. The addition 
would be two stories high and would 
be constructed to look like the current 
building.

Lowney said it is a challenge to provide 
enough space for students to eat lunch and 

Classroom addition addresses need for more science lab space

Emerald Ridge High School sophomores (from left) Jordon Coutts and 
Jordan Hurley take part in a science experiment during class. When 
there is lab work to be done, students housed in portable clasrooms 
(see adjacent photo) walk to and from a shared lab space inside the 
school.

hold other activities in the commons — a 
large gathering area just inside the school 
entrance.

The career center, which would be moved 
into the existing library space and expand-
ed, has also been cramped in its existing 
location due to an increasing amount of 
career-related reference material needed 
for student use.

While Emerald Ridge is a newer school 
— it opened in 2000 — Cox explained 
that building an addition was something 
planners anticipated during the original 
construction process. He said that the 
school was built with the capacity to add 
the 400-student classroom wing, which 
helps minimize costs when it comes time 
to expand.

“The infrastructure, such as the underground 
utilities, has already been laid for the expan-
sion,” Cox said. “It has been in place since 
the school opened, because we anticipated 
the need for expansion in the future.”

Rogers High School drama students Natalie Colvin, Tawni Lee, Adriana 
Zazula, Sara Jacobs, and Brittany Skar practice their skits on a stage 
fi lled with props and equipment from previous productions since there 
is limited storage space. The proposed 2007 bond would rectify that, 
building more storage space in the performing arts center. 

Cramped storage space, a 30-year-old 
lighting system, and a sub-standard sound 
system are ongoing challenges for Rogers 
High School drama and music students 
who perform in the E. Arthur Larson Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts.

The May 15, 2007 school bond includes 
a proposal to add storage at the perform-
ing arts center, as well as upgrade some 
of the equipment.

The center is the focal point for drama 
students who use the stage during class, as 
well as for actors and musicians who pres-
ent what they have learned in community 
productions and school performances.

From the audience’s perspective, the 
stage is full of vibrant and talented 
students. What the actors and musicians 
contend with daily, however, is a lack of 
space to store props and related equip-
ment such as building materials and 
paint supplies.

“They just don’t have the space that they 
need there,” said Rudy Fyles, executive 
director of facilities.

Rogers High School drama teacher 
Bill Wernofsky agreed, adding the area 
is too cramped to build the necessary 
props, much less store them. “We end 
up storing the things we have built on 

Rogers High School performing 
arts center slated for upgrade

the stage at times,” he said.

Props and equipment are also stored in 
the center’s back hallways or along walls. 
This, in turn, increases the risk of the 
items getting damaged, said Fyles. 

“If you leave this stuff out in the open 
the way it is sometimes now, there is just 
more of a chance of something happening 
to it,” Fyles said.

When all else fails, students dismantle the 
props rather than storing them for future use. 

“We just don’t have the space to keep it,” 
Wernofsky said. Ideally, he said it is help-
ful and cost-effective to be able to store 
props from one production to reuse in a 
future show.

Possibilities for expanding the storage ca-
pacity include building areas on the sides 
or rear of the complex, or even above the 
stage. Bond money could be used, for 
example, to create a mechanical lift to 
raise and lower stage sets, said Facilities 
Planner Gary Frentress.

The 2007 bond money also could be used 
for upgrades to equipment, such as light-
ing and sound. 

“That can really help to increase the quality 
of the experience for everyone – both the 

performers and the audience,” Fyles said.

Wernofsky said his students are working 
with a 30-year-old lighting system and 
a sound system that isn’t up to standard. 
Access to the equipment is also limited. 
Changes to lighting, for example, require 
climbing up a ladder and going through a 
hatch to reach the controls.

“We want to have current equipment 
for our students, not just because it en-
hances the quality of the performances, 
but because we want to be educating 
our students to the industry standard,” 
he said.

The upgrades are slated to be completed 
in 2010.
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2007 school bond includes upgrades to aging Sparks Stadium
Sparks Stadium serves students and com-
munity members from all over the Puyal-
lup School District; however, the 20-year-
old stadium is aging and in need of repair. 

A proposal to replace the stadium’s 
outdated turf, fi x the deteriorating track, 
replace the scoreboard, update the sound 
system, and fi x asphalt surfaces dam-
aged by growing tree roots comes before 
voters May 15 as part of the 2007 school 
bond measure.

The stadium is home 
to the district’s three 
comprehensive high 
school football teams 
and also services 
athletes involved in 
track.

Junior high school football players get 
a chance to experience life under the 
stadium lights each year, and the district’s 
annual elementary and special spring track 
meets draw hundreds of spectators. 

The stadium is also a gathering spot for 
many community groups. Pacifi c Lu-
theran University and other community 
sports groups rent time on the fi eld, and 
senior citizens use the track for exercise. 
Neighboring Meeker Elementary and 
Puyallup High schools also use the facil-
ity for P.E. classes.

“It’s in use almost all of the time,” said 
Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, 
and fi tness. 

Rudy Fyles, executive director of facili-
ties, said the stadium faces many of the 
same problems older facilities face. “All 
structures age, and the fact that it is out in 
the elements speeds the process,” he said.

The most immediate need, Fyles said, 
is to replace the fi eld surface. Currently 
the open-air stadium has a nine-year-old 
Astroturf surface. When the fi eld surface 
was installed, the district received a stan-
dard eight-year warranty; however, that 
warranty has now expired. “The district 

has been performing 
routine maintenance 
repairs over the 
years, but the turf 
is just getting worn 
out,” Wells said.

Additionally, the turf 
surface is considered out-of-date as fi elds 
go, he said. “The new surfaces that are out 
there are better for preventing injuries and 
abrasions to our players.”

The track is also beyond its useful life, Wells 
said. The lane lines and numbers have faded, 
the surface is uneven, and in many places 
the track surface no longer adheres to the 
underlying asphalt, he said. Both the turf 
and track repairs are needed, he said, to keep 
the stadium in good working condition.

Reasons for the sound system upgrades 
can be obvious to people sitting in the 
stands during a game, Wells said. They 
either can’t hear a word being said over 
the loudspeakers, or the sound is too loud 

and not clear at all, he said. 

As for the scoreboard, Wells said the 
district’s maintenance staff is often 
out working on the equipment before 
games to ensure that it is in working 
order. Electronic components, control 
consoles, and light bulbs routinely fail, 
making it impossible to view accurate 

information about the game.

Wells said the Sparks Stadium staff 
is dedicated to keeping the facility in 
the best running condition; however, 
as the facility ages there are more and 
more challenges to be overcome. “The 
stadium is an investment in our students 
and our community.”

“The stadium is an investment in 
our students and our community.”

Rick Wells

The Emerald Ridge High School soccer team competes at Sparks 
Stadium this year. The proposed 2007 school bond includes funds 
to replace the aging turf, fi x the deteriorating track, replace the 
scoreboard, and update the sound system.

The 2007 school bond proposes replac-
ing Firgrove, Spinning, and Northwood 
elementary schools to address issues of 
overcrowding, student safety, student 
learning, and maintenance. 

“These projects are needed,” said Debra 
Aungst, assistant superintendent of 
education support. “Firgrove Elemen-
tary School is already overcrowded and 
not placed in an ideal spot. Spinning 
Elementary is also placed poorly on 
the site and will be facing increasing 
enrollment numbers in the coming years. 
Northwood will also be facing a grow-
ing student population.” 

The plan to replace rather than remodel 
the three schools is the most viable op-
tion, said Executive Director of Facilities 
Rudy Fyles. From a fi nancial standpoint, 
replacement of the buildings is the most 
cost effective. Replacing the schools is 
also preferable from a student learning 
perspective. “We are able to keep the stu-
dents in their classrooms learning while 
we are building the new facility, rather 
than disrupting their school days with 
construction issues,” Fyles said.

Below is a synopsis of the three pro-
posed replacement projects. Addi-
tional information about each project is 
featured in the January Connections. To 
view the articles, visit the school district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
Point to Our District, then click on News 
and Publications. In the left pane, click 
on Connections, then January 2007.  

Firgrove Elementary School

Firgrove Elementary School fi rst opened 
in 1930 and was built next to a small 
country road. That country road is now 
Meridian Avenue — a major thorough-
fare that has thousands of cars passing 
by the school each day.

The proximity to the busy road and the 
traffi c dangers to cars and buses entering 

Bond proposes replacing Firgrove, Spinning, and Northwood 

and leaving the school were on plan-
ners’ minds when they studied whether to 
remodel or replace the building. “It just 
makes the most sense to move the school 
back away from Meridian,” Aungst said. 
The entrance and exit to the school would 
be moved to 136th Street. 

The location of Firgrove is just one issue, 
however. The building has had four addi-
tions and a modernization since 1930.

With a population of 995 students in a 
school built for 550, there are some major 
space constraints. The school has 20 por-
table classrooms on site to help house the 
overfl ow of students, and some fi fth and 
all sixth graders go to school a quarter of 
a mile away in portable classrooms behind 
adjacent Ballou Junior High School.

The rebuilt school would open in 2010.

Spinning Elementary School

Concerns with student safety, future 

growth, and maintenance are addressed in 
a proposal to replace Spinning Elementary 
School.

Spinning is located alongside busy Pio-
neer Avenue and across the street from the 
railroad tracks. “It would just be a better 
learning environment to move the school 
back away from the tracks,” said Aungst.

Plans are to place Spinning further back 
on the property with amenities better 
suited to today’s educational needs. Class-
rooms would be wired for modern tech-
nology, and the school would be designed 
with student security in mind. Currently, 
visitors to the school walk in the front 
door and are greeted by a hallway, rather 
than the main offi ce. “It just doesn’t make 
a lot of sense,” Fyles said. A replacement 
building would remedy that issue, he said.

Another reason for rebuilding the school 
is to anticipate growth. Aungst said 
projections show the school’s enrollment 
will continue to increase. Some of this 
growth is anticipated from the Shaw Road 

Elementary attendance area, where a 
substantial housing development is under 
construction.

“We are working to be proactive to build 
a structure that is conducive to student 
learning,” Aungst said.

Construction of a new Spinning building 
would also include site improvements 
to fi x current drainage problems. Dur-
ing heavy rainfalls, water pools near the 
playground and in parking areas.

The Spinning replacement building 
would open in 2012.

Northwood Elementary School

The aging Northwood Elementary 
School, which was originally constructed 
in 1971 and had an addition in 1977, 
would be replaced with a larger building 
that meets current educational standards.

Growth is coming into the Northwood 
attendance area from housing develop-
ments in Fife, as well as Edgewood, said 
Fyles. In addition, plans have recently 
been submitted to the City of Edgewood 
for a development of homes and town-
homes that could increase the number of 
students who need to be housed on North 
Hill. “The building that is there now just 
is not built to serve that many students,” 
he said.

The new Northwood Elementary School 
would be built for 550 students with 
capacity for expansion. A new play fi eld 
that was recently constructed with 2004 
bond funds and included in the North-
wood Master Plan would not be affected 
by the building replacement project.

“We are working hard to do what is best 
for the students up at Northwood,” said 
Facilities Planner Gary Frentress. 

Plans call for the Northwood replacement 
building to open in 2011.

Second graders in Graham Knutson’s class take part in a math lesson 
at Spinning Elementary. The proposed 2007 bond includes money to 
replace Spinning, Firgrove, and Northwood elementary schools. 
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now a wooded area. The site is about a 
mile west of Meridian Street on South 
Hill. The new school would provide 
relief to Firgrove, Woodland, Zeiger, and 
Brouillet elementary schools. Those build-
ings are enrolling as many as 400 students 
over the number of students they were 
designed to serve, and many have run out 
of room to add more portable classrooms.

While the opening of Carson Elementary 
this fall will help ease some of the over-
crowding, the relief will be short-lived, said 
district Facilities Planner Gary Frentress. 

“In the three years it takes to build another 
school, any space created with the open-
ing of Carson Elementary will be quickly 
fi lling up again,” he said. “Three years 
from now, we will be at the same place 
we are now.” The bond calls for the new 
school to open in 2010.

Carson Elementary, built with money 
from the 2004 school bond in the sprawl-
ing Silver Creek residential development, 
is projected to open with all of the 750 
students it was designed to serve. The 
school will open with two portable class-
rooms on site.

A growing school district

The district is growing each year at an 
average of 250 new students — enough 
to fi ll a new 750-student school in three 
years.

Puyallup is the ninth largest school 
district in the state 
with nearly 22,000 
students, and 
enrollment projec-
tions forecast 
continued growth 
through 2020. 
Next year, one in 
10 students will be 
housed in portable 
classrooms.

In the southwest area of the district, where 
the proposed elementary school would 
be built, more than 2,000 single-family 
homes are planned and could be occupied 
in the next fi ve years, said Frentress. New 

New elementary 
school proposed
continued from page 1

single-family homes typically generate 
high numbers of school-age children, he 
said. “We would expect about 1,400 K-12 
students from that many homes.” 

Effects of overcrowding

Barbara Campbell, whose daughter Chel-
sea is in sixth grade at Firgrove, said she 
is concerned about the effects of over-
crowding. The school houses nearly 1,000 
students in a facility built for 550 and has 
20 portable classrooms on site.

Neighboring Zeiger Elementary has 10 
portable classrooms, while Brouillet has 
eight and Woodland has fi ve. All four 
schools experience crowding in common 
areas such as playgrounds, parking lots, 
hallways, resource specialist rooms, and 
libraries.

To ease the space crunch, Firgrove last 
year moved all of its sixth-grade classes 
and all but one of its fi fth-grade classes 
into portable classrooms a quarter of a 
mile away on the Ballou Junior High 
School campus. Firgrove students walk 
from the portables back to the elemen-
tary school for music, P.E., library, and 
appointments with specialists. They eat 
lunch and have band class at Ballou 
Junior High.

“I don’t like it,” Campbell said, adding 
that the process of lining up students and 

moving them back and forth between the 
portables and school is instructional time 
“wasted.”

Firgrove Principal Amy Eveskcige said 
she works hard to try and 
keep those students con-
nected with the main build-
ing. “But it’s hard for the 
fi fth and sixth graders to 
feel like they belong here.”

While the portables offer 
additional classroom space, 
Eveskcige said overcrowd-
ing continues in the main 
offi ce and nurse’s offi ce, 
which serve all 995 stu-
dents this year. She recalled 
one day last month when 
sick students were lined 
up side-by-side on the cots 
in the nurse’s offi ce, with 
other ill children standing.

Alternative measures

The school has taken other 
“less than ideal” steps, she 
said, to try and accommodate the growth. 
Some of these same measures have been 
tried at the other overcrowded buildings, 
such as Woodland, Brouillet, and Zeiger.

The general music teacher, for example, 

teaches from a cart that she rolls from one 
classroom to the next. Her offi ce is in a 
converted storage closet.

The library is restricted to classroom 
visits only during school hours. Students 
who want to do individual research or 
take “Accelerated Reader” comprehen-
sion tests are limited to coming before or 
after school, or once a week during their 
regular classroom visit.

Firgrove routinely runs out of library books 
when an entire grade researches a particular 
subject, such as biographies or country re-
ports, said librarian Candy Rushton. “When 
there are fi ve, fi fth-grade classes all doing 
biographies of African-Americans, the 
sheer number of students means I will run 
out of books. I can only accommodate the 
fi rst one or two classes.” Other students are 
encouraged to fi nd their research materials 
at the public library or on the Internet. 

Due to space constraints, kindergartners do 
not have a class time scheduled in the li-
brary, nor can they check out books. “They 
don’t get a chance to see the library or meet 
us,” Rushton said. Instead, the Ridgecrest 
Elementary librarian comes to Firgrove 
each week to share some of her books with 
kindergartners in their classrooms.

School assemblies are 
also diffi cult to schedule, 
Eveskcige said, because 
the maximum occupancy 
of the gym is 400 students. 
It is possible to split up the 
school into three separate 
assembly times, however 
that costs more money 
when there are featured 
performers or guests.

In hallways, students 
learn to stand in “four-
point” lines to allow 
access in both directions. 
They are taught to keep 
their eyes forward, their 
mouths closed, their 
hands to their sides, and 
their bodies on the right 
side of the walkway.

“There is no easy way 
around it,” Eveskcige said. “We simply 
don’t have space. And one of the saddest 
things is that I’ve always prided myself 
on being able to call children by their 
fi rst name. It’s really, really hard to do 
that here.”

Cars line up bumper to bumper in front of Woodland Elementary 
School, where nearly 700 students attend a school built for 550.

director of elementary school leadership 
and a task force member. “Growth will 
take place all over the district.”

Rosellini said it is diffi cult to tell parents 
who are new to the 
Puyallup School 
District that their 
children can-
not attend their 
neighborhood 
school because of a lack of room. “Un-
fortunately, we have to assign students 
to other schools,” she said. “Overcrowd-
ing negatively impacts our instructional 
program.”

Committee members also noted in their 
report that major upgrades and replace-
ments of facilities and technology are 
essential to keep community facilities 
at a standard that people “expect and 
deserve.”

“We need to maintain our investment in 
these existing assets,” said Casey Cox, 
executive director of secondary school 
leadership and a member of the task 
force.

Aungst noted that some capital expen-
ditures are necessary whether or not the 
bonds are available to pay for them. In-
structional dollars must be redirected, she 
said, to pay for the most emergent needs. 
Additionally, further delays in funding 
capital projects will result in infl ationary 
cost increases.

Even after Carson and Edgerton elemen-
tary schools and Kalles Junior High open 

this fall, one in 
every 10 students 
will continue to be 
housed in portable 
classrooms.

The task force cited specifi c impacts, as 
well as short- and long-term alternatives, 
in each of the fi ve areas researched. The 
alternatives include:

• Assigning students to a school other 
than their neighborhood school

• Using school stages and smaller rooms 
as classrooms

• Eliminating interdistrict transfers and 
intradistrict waivers

• Implementing year-round school; 
implementing double shift schedules at 
elementary and high schools

• Closing Sparks Stadium and renting 
practice and game space from other 

Task force identifi es 
impacts if bond fails
continued from page 1

“Overcrowding negatively impacts our 
instructional program.”

Lynne Rosellini

Executive Director of Facilities Rudy Fyles and community member 
Celeste Hurst review impacts if the May 15 school bond fails.

districts; selling the stadium naming 
rights to pay for turf replacement; 
implementing a pay-to-play model to 
pay for turf replacement

• Reducing or eliminating 20 
technology-based instructional 
programs as equipment and systems 
begin to fail

• Using more duct tape to mend carpets
• Adding more portable classrooms 

where there is space available

• Providing science instruction in 
regular classroom settings because of 
limited lab space

• Redirecting money used for 
classroom instruction to pay for 
facility and site improvements

To read more of the task force’s fi nd-
ings, visit the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page, click on the Capital Projects icon.

Anissa Neff searches for 
a book at the Firgrove 
library, which runs out 
of research books when 
trying to serve its nearly 
1,000 students. 
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After three years of planning and imple-
mentation, a series of technology projects 
funded by the 2004 school bond reached 
a milestone the end of February. All of 
the projects were completed on time and 
within planned budgets.

The voter-approved school bond paid for 
the fi rst phase of the district’s planned 
technology projects including:

• A laptop computer and up to 16 hours 
of training for each of the 1,200 
teachers in the district

• More than 80 new computer servers in 
the schools

• 600 classroom phones
• 1,000 Information Communication 

System (ICS) carts, which include 
a document camera, projector, and 
speakers, for classrooms and other 
student learning areas across the 
district

• 35 mobile student computer labs with 
more than 700 laptops

• SMART Boards (interactive white 
boards) for in-class and student use

All of the technology projects combined 
for one goal, said Brenda Ransom, in-
structional technology coordinator. “They 
are all based on supporting building learn-
ing practices,” she said.

Now that the equipment is in place, instruc-
tional technology coaches are determining 
what additional training and support is need-
ed to help staff use the new teaching tools.

“We need to continue to focus on help-
ing staff to be competent and confi dent to 
teach in a technology-rich environment,” 
Ransom said. 

Shaun Taylor, executive director of busi-
ness services and information technol-
ogy, said he is excited by the completion 
of the 2004 technology projects, espe-
cially because they were executed within 
planned budgets and even slightly ahead 
of schedule. 

Another source of pride, Taylor said, 
is that they were completed with little 
impact on students. “Because of the col-
laborative nature of the team working to 

2004 school bond Phase 1
Technology projects fi nish on time and on budget

Meeker Elementary QUEST students Ann Nguyen and North Foulon 
work on computers purchased as part of the 2004 school bond Phase 1 
technology projects. The computers provide students with better 
access to technology. 

make this happen, we were able to get 
it done without interrupting classroom 
processes,” he said.

After the bond was approved, the district’s 
Information Technology Center and in-
structional technology staff spent the fi rst 
two years planning for and delivering the 
new laptops, as well as training teachers 
on how to use them. Student computer 
workstations also began rolling out to 
the schools during the second year of the 
three-year implementation plan, then con-
tinued into the third year with additional 
staff training.

One benefi t of purchasing the technology 

at the same time is having common equip-
ment and software throughout the district, 
Ransom said. This standardization allows 
teachers and students across the district to 
work and collaborate more effectively. It 
also allows different pieces of technology 
equipment, such as computers and print-
ers, to be hooked up and communicate 
with one another.

Taylor said it’s satisfying to look back 
at the previous three years and see how 
the $10 million worth of equipment has 
benefi ted students and staff. “This is just 
the initial investment of bringing modern 
tools to the teachers,” he said. “It is imper-
ative that we continue this effort.”

High school students who are behind 
in their credits, need additional help 
in math, reading, and writing, or want 
to prepare for the WASL retakes in 
August, can get help during this year’s 
summer school.

Additionally, students in fi rst through 
eighth grades who have been identifi ed 
as needing extra help in reading and/or 
math will have the chance to work on 
those skills during a month-long sum-
mer learning academy open to students 
by invitation only.

Summer school is scheduled from 
July 9 through August 3 for elementary 
students, and July 5 through August 3 for 
junior high and high school students.

The high school program has been 
expanded this year to feature class 
offerings at each of the district’s three 
comprehensive high schools — Emer-
ald Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers. 

“We wanted to offer more educational 
opportunities for 
students at their 
home schools,” said 
Michelle Cruck-
shank, principal 
of the junior high 
and high school 
programs.

Summer school 
registration is from 
noon to 3 p.m. on 
June 27, and 8 to 
11 a.m. on June 28 at each of the three 
high school sites. Counselors will be 
available to assist students in their 
course selections and to answer ques-
tions.

Students in grades nine through 12 
have several avenues for help with 
academics. They include:

• Students who have not met 
standard on the WASL in reading, 
writing, and/or math can sign up 
for four-week WASL modules in 
literacy and/or math. There is no 
fee for this program, and credit is 
available. WASL scores from the 
March and April tests are due back 
in early June. The modules are 
designed to help students who did 
not meet standard prepare for the 
retakes tentatively set for 
August 6 to 9 at Rogers High 
School. In addition, students 
who are working on Collection 
of Evidence portfolios will have 
the opportunity to continue their 
work in these summer school 
modules. For more information on 
registering for the August retakes, 
visit the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

• Students who need extra help in 
math can sign up for a “Cognitive 
Tutor” class. The course combines 
one hour of computerized 
instruction and one hour of direct 
classroom instruction by a teacher. 
Credit is available for pre-algebra, 
algebra, geometry, and Algebra II. 
All courses are graded credit/no 
credit. There is no cost for this 
program.

• Incoming students in grades 10 
through 12 who are behind in their 
graduation credits can make up 

Expanded summer 
school program to 
help students succeed

continued on page 10

There was a surprise waiting for some 
junior high students when they boarded 
their school bus one recent morning. At 
the top of the entry steps, the students 
were greeted by the smiling face of 

Pierce County Sheriff’s Deputy Mike 
Hayes.

The students were not in trouble, nor 
were there problems expected on the bus 

that morning. Instead, Hayes joined the 
students as part of the Sheriff’s De-
partment’s new school bus intervention 
program, “Ride with Pride.”

Hayes, who designed the program for 
the Sheriff’s Department, cited several 
reasons for implementing the project 
this year on junior high bus routes on 
South Hill.

First, he said the program serves as a 
deterrent to any potential school bus 
violence or bullying. Secondly, it allows 
students “to interact with offi cers face to 
face. They will be able to talk with the 
offi cers and spend time with a positive, 
infl uential role model,” Hayes said.

Pam McDonald, the school district’s 
driver trainer, said she is excited by the 
effects the program will have on those 
who ride the bus. “It has great potential 
to positively impact students on their 
daily bus rides,” she said.

The program is designed so that deputies 
can accompany students on buses when Pierce County Sheriff’s Deputy Mike Hayes visits with Ballou Junior 

High School students Haley Nicholson, Kalen Rounds, and Casey 
Lockey. 

Deputy begins ‘Ride With Pride’ bus program

continued on page 10

Michelle
Cruckshank
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course work via computers set up at 
a central location to be determined. 
For more information, contact the 
school counseling/career center offi ce 
or visit the school district Web site. 
Teachers will be on site to assist 
students in accessing course work, 
answering questions, and tracking 
progress. “NovaNet” computer lab 
classes offered this year include 
English 9-12 (students must have 
met standard on the WASL to take 
NovaNet English), geography, U.S. 
History, World History, Civics, 
Environmental Science, and Health. 
Cost of NovaNet is $175 per semester 
(.5 credit) class. The cost is reduced 
to $87.50 for students eligible for the 
reduced price school lunch program. 
There is no charge to students who 
qualify for the free lunch program.

Registration forms and additional 
information about high school offerings 
are available from school counselors, 
career centers, or on the school district 
Web site. 

Junior high reading and math academies 

will be held at Ballou, Edgemont, Fer-
rucci, and Stahl junior high schools. Due 
to ongoing construction, students from 
Kalles and Aylen junior high schools will 
attend the junior high academies housed 
at Puyallup High School. The programs 
are open to students entering grades 
seven, eight, and nine.

In the past, incoming seventh graders 
were served in the elementary summer 
program. This change was made for 
2007 summer school to better accommo-
date those students’ needs and give them 
a head start on the junior high experi-
ence, Cruckshank said.

Elementary reading and math academies 
will be held at Spinning and Stewart 
elementary schools. Susan Templin, an 
elementary instructional coach in the 
district, is heading up the elementary 
program, which is projected to help 450 
targeted students in grades one through 
six. Invitations to this program were sent 
home last month through the schools.

For more information, contact Templin at 
(253) 841-8739 or Cruckshank at (253) 
841-8725.

Summer school
continued from page 9

Ride With Pride
continued from page 9

their schedules permit. Dressed in full 
uniform, the deputies catch the bus at the 
start of the morning routes at the district’s 
Transportation and bus barn facility on 
South Hill. They ride the full length of 
the morning run until all students have 
been dropped off at school.

Hayes said he plans to ride different 
buses from now until the end of the 
school year so that he can meet as many 
drivers and students as possible.

On his fi rst bus ride, Hayes accompanied 
bus driver Linda Kalmbach on a Ballou 
Junior High School morning run. Several 
elementary students also boarded the bus 
en route to Firgrove Elementary School 
and had a chance to meet and talk with 
the deputy.

A group of second-grade girls questioned 
Hayes as to why he was on the bus and 
then shared stories of their parents and 
their school activities. One girl told 
Hayes how her father was due back from 
Iraq in about 100 days. Another shared 
how her father also wore a uniform and 
worked for a jail.

Hayes said he and the other deputy who 
rode the bus felt their inaugural rides 
were a success for all ages. “I truly be-
lieve that the kids loved it,” he said. 

The experience also gave deputies a 
chance to listen to bus drivers’ concerns 
regarding traffi c issues they face on the 
job. Hayes said he passed on their con-
cerns to his colleagues in the department.

Hayes took the program a step further 
recently when he returned to the Ballou 
Junior High campus to greet junior high 
students at the end of the day on their 
way to the buses. Ninth grader Haley 
Nicholson and eighth graders Kalen 
Rounds and Casey Lockey all stopped to 
chat with Hayes about a coat drive they 
were coordinating as part of a school-
wide community service project.

Hayes, in turn, offered to assist the stu-
dents by collecting additional community 
donations at the Sheriff’s Department 
or by helping them deliver their donated 
coats to people in need. He handed the 
students his business card and told them 
to contact him for assistance.

 “This program defi nitely has an unlimit-
ed amount of potential to grow,” he said.

More than 5,000 students served their community in March by doing projects including: (Top row, from left): Wildwood Elementary 
students Lindsey Beauchamp, Avery Johnston, Grant Schatz, Hannah Schatz, and Adisen Johnston organize snacks and toiletries for 
military personnel overseas; Wildwood student Malorie Kinney hands one of the packed boxes of items to Senior Master Sgt. Timothy 
Tyvan, of the Washington Air National Guard; Woodland Elementary students Mark Burch, Jacob Yanez, Tammy Kayongo, and Savannah 
Morrone make dog biscuits for the Pierce County Humane Society; (middle row): Ferrucci Junior High students Kayleigha Holten and 
Katie Wheeler plant trees at DeCoursey Park; Members of the 4th Airlift Squadron return home from Afghanistan and Iraq to cheering 
Aylen Junior High students; Rogers High student Elliot Schwartz twirls Beth Tate during a “senior ball” held at San Souci Mobile Estates 
on South Hill; (bottom row) Waller Road student Leah Uhrig gives daffodils to bus driver Ed Jardine as part of her fund-raising efforts 
for the American Cancer Society; and Aylen Junior High students David King, Caitlin Gillespie, Garrett Picha, and Jacob Wheeler  join 
50 classmates in welcoming home service members to McChord Air Force Base.

To read and see more photos of these and other March Gladness projects, visit the school district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
In the District Headlines section of the Home page, click on More District News.

March Gladness 
2007
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Puyallup Police Offi cer Mike Henry is 
partnering with the school district to 
help staff recognize the signs and have 
the necessary skills to help students 
who may need drug intervention.

Henry is the school resource offi cer at 
Puyallup High School and a trained 
Drug Recognition Expert (DRE). He 
recently set up several evenings of drug 
impairment training classes for teach-
ers, counselors, nurses, offi ce staff, 

administrators, and 
others who have 
daily interaction 
with students.

“We want to do 
something to get 
these kids the help 
they need,” Henry 
told the roomful of 
educators. “By get-
ting you to recog-

nize the signs of impairment, we are 
helping get you in the position to get 
them the proper help.”

Sgt. Bob Thompson, another trained 
DRE and a Puyallup Police offi cer, as-
sisted with the presentation.

During the training, staff learned about 
seven categories of drugs and the signs 
and symptoms commonly associated 
with them. The categories include cen-
tral nervous system depressants, central 
nervous system stimulants, hallucino-
gens, dissociative anesthetic, narcotic 
analgesics, inhalants, and cannabis.

Henry and Thompson explained signs 
— both physical and psychological — of 
someone intoxicated with the different 
categories of drugs. “You are in a posi-
tion to observe these students and be 
able to see the changes in behavior that 
can indicate a problem,” said Henry.

In the end, Henry said the class wasn’t 
about turning teachers and other school 
staff into police offi cers, but educating 
them so that they had confi dence in 
their abilities to recognize students who 
may need assistance and intervention.

Dean Williams, a counselor at Kalles 
Junior High School, said he took the 
class so that he could be better prepared 
to deal with issues with students and 
drugs. “It is something that, unfor-
tunately, we do see sometimes with 
students,” he said. “The more I know 
about it, the more able I will be to get 
them the appropriate help.”

Barb Pope, an assistant principal at 
Rogers High School, agreed that while 
unfortunate, student drug use does 
happen. “I just want to have as much 
education as possible to be able to 
recognize these kids who need help,” 
she said.

Henry said that with school staff and 
members of the police department 
working collaboratively, students with 
substance use problems will have more 
people looking out for them and their 
safety and well-being. “Education and 
knowledge are good tools in this,” he 
said.

To learn more about the seven cat-
egories of drugs and the signs and 
symptoms commonly associated with 
them, visit the school district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Point to 
Our Community and click on Family 
Resources.

Police and schools 
partner to keep 
students safe

Student athletes persevered during the 
regular season, dominated during league 
and district fi nals, and overcame injuries 
at the state competition to fi nish in top 
spots on the medal podium in both gym-
nastics and wrestling.

Gymnastics

One of the big success stories of the 
winter sports season is the Puyallup High 
School gymnastics team, which returned 
to the state competition for the fi rst time in 
nine years. The Vikings placed fi rst in the 
South Puget Sound League (SPSL) South 
Division and fi rst in the West Central Dis-
trict on their road to the state fi nals.

Puyallup High School head coach Dorinda 
Carpenter described the team’s accom-
plishments at the state meet as nothing 
short of “amazing.”

After a rocky start on the vault — the fi rst 
of four events in the state competition 
— the team moved to the mats to prepare 
for the bars event. Disaster struck, how-
ever, when sophomore Madison Hayashi 
fractured a toe during the warm-up. After 
consulting with league offi cials, the teen-
ager was allowed to choose whether or not 
to continue in the meet. She decided to 
press on.

The team was in fi fth place going into 
the beam competition, and “here is where 
they really came together as a team,” Car-
penter said. “All six of them stuck their 
beam routines with no falls. They had 
never done that all season.” 

Their success on the beam, followed by 
a strong showing on the fl oor exercise, 
landed them a third-place fi nish from 
among all the Class 4A contenders in the 
state. “I didn’t know they had placed that 
high up until I looked up at the standings,” 
Carpenter said. “It was an exciting mo-
ment for all of us.”

It also was an exciting year for sopho-
mores Alexis Whitt and Katie Bubnich. 

air and land.” Whitt competed on the team 
last year as a freshman and became known 
at the state level last year when she placed 
sixth on the bars during fi nals. 

Asked how signifi cant it is for a sopho-
more to place among the top all-around 
gymnasts in the state, Carpenter said, “It’s 
big, really big.”

The Rogers High gymnastics team, as 
well as several individual gymnasts from 
Rogers and Emerald Ridge high schools, 
also came away from the state competi-
tion with victories in different events. 
Rogers fi nished fourth in state. This was 
the school’s fi fth trip to state as a team 
in the last six years. “They were not the 
team with the most talent, but they had 
the heart and determination to work hard 
to get to the post season,” said coach 
Heather Renner.

The Emerald Ridge gymnastics team fi n-

claimed victory as well on the state level.

The Rams, which were also named regional 
champions, fi nished in sixth place at the an-
nual meet at the Tacoma Dome. This is the 
fi fth year in a row that the wrestlers have 
secured one of the top 10 spots at the state 
tournament, said coach Dave Johnston.

Several wrestlers from all three of the 
district’s comprehensive high schools also 
landed in the top six spots for their respec-
tive divisions at the state tournament. 

Other Highlights

Other notable winter sports and activities 
highlights include the following:

• Continuing a district trend of academic 
excellence, the Emerald Ridge High 
School forensic team, coached by Julie 
Hillend-Jones, and the Rogers High 
School Choir, directed by Pat Michel, 
were named state academic champions. 
The academic championship is 
awarded based on students’ cumulative 
grade point averages. Rogers choir 
students had a cumulative 3.387 GPA, 
and the Emerald Ridge forensic team 
had a combined 3.660.

• In the second year of offering girls 
bowling as a sport in this district, 
both Emerald Ridge and Rogers tied 
for third place in the SPSL South 
Division. Rogers High placed ninth in 
the West Central District. For the fi rst 
time, several individual bowlers from 
both teams also qualifi ed for the state 
bowling championship.

• Rogers High School’s boys swim/dive 
team took second place in the SPSL 
South Division, and several individual 
swimmers from Rogers and Puyallup 
high schools qualifi ed for the state 
competition.

• Puyallup High School’s girls basketball 
team fi nished sixth in district 
competition and advanced to state.

• Puyallup High School’s dance team 
advanced to the state championship in 
Yakima.

“I am pleased with the continuing tradi-
tion of several of our programs making 
appearances at the state tournament during 
the winter season,” said Rick Wells, direc-
tor of athletics, health, and fi tness. “Al-
though some may have not reached their 
ultimate goal of a state title, it’s nonethe-
less a remarkable accomplishment.”

Whitt clinched second place in state in the 
all-around category, tied for third in the 
vault, placed sixth in the fl oor exercise, 
and seventh in the bars. Bubnich tied 
for fourth place in the fl oor exercise and 
fi nished seventh in the beam event.

Whitt, who is co-captain of the Puyallup 
team, has been doing gymnastics since she 
was 3 years old. Now 15, she said she es-
pecially likes events such as the bars and 
the vault when she can “fl ip around in the 

ished in sixth place. Sophomore Brianna 
Howe also had an impressive showing at 
state, capturing second place on the bars, 
third place in the all-around event, and ty-
ing for seventh place in the fl oor event.

Wrestling

The Rogers High School wrestling team, 
which captured the SPSL crown after 
going undefeated in the regular season, 

Rogers High School wrestler Jared Sterling pins his opponent. The 
Rams wrestling team was undefeated in the regular season and 
fi nished in sixth place in the state tournament.

photo courtesy of Allie McConnell

Puyallup High School sophomore gymnast Alexis Whitt salutes to the 
judges after completing her bar routine at district competition.

photo courtesy of Calee Shadle

Athletes earn state honors in winter sports 

Mike Henry
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A two-tone ceramic vase and a watercolor 
and ink portrait of a guitar surrounded by 
various objects have won top honors at the 
annual Dan Vesey Art Show.

A standing-room-only crowd attended a re-
ception in March at the Karshner Museum 
to recognize nearly 100 student artists in 
kindergarten through grade 12 whose work 
had been selected for the art show.

This year, organizers added two honorary 
awards — a District Visual Art Award and 
a Superintendent’s Award — to the list of 
student recognitions. Every student in the 
show received a certifi cate, and the artists 
who won fi rst place in the two-dimension-
al and three-dimensional categories each 
received $50.

The exhibit, sponsored by the school 
district and Valley Arts United, is a chance 
for students to see their art on display and 
to be recognized by their peers and the 
community during National Youth Art 
Month in March.

The Dan Vesey Art Show and awards are 
presented in honor of the late Dan Vesey, 
who taught art in the district for 30 years.

Three-dimensional art

Bryan Manley, a senior at Rogers High 
School, is the fi rst place winner in the 
three-dimensional art category.

Manley used a low-fi re clay and several 
different colors of glazes to create a vase in 
ceramics teacher Cindy Tate’s art studio class. 

The 17-year-old 
spent about nine 
days on the project, 
which involved using 
the pottery wheel to 
create four separate 
clay pieces that he 
measured to spe-
cifi c sizes. He then 
spliced together and 
smoothed the wet 
clay sections before 
they were fi red as 
one complete vase.

“I learned how to 
center the clay on 
the wheel,” he said. 
“You have to get it 
even on the wheel 
before you can ma-
neuver it.”

The vase is a two-
tone cream and brown 
color, which he 
achieved by adding 
multiple coats of two 

Student art wins top acclaim at annual Dan Vesey exhibit
different color glazes. “I like being able to 
come up with a design of my own and bring 
it to life,” he said.

Manley plans to pursue a career in crimi-
nal justice; however, he wants to continue 
doing ceramic art as a hobby.

Two-dimensional art

Tim Lockey, a sophomore at Rogers High 
School, won fi rst place in the two-dimen-
sional art category.

Lockey used a combination of watercolors 
and ink to create a detailed portrait of a 
guitar, surrounded by a wooden box, a 
fl ower vase, and some cloths. The objects 
in his painting were selected by Rogers art 
teacher Debbie Munson as part of a class 
art lesson on composition.

“We had the objects laid out in class, and 
I arranged and sketched them,” Lockey 
said. “Part of the assignment was to look 
at the fl uidity of the lines.”

Lockey is enrolled this year in Munson’s 
Drawing 2 class and has learned more about 
working on scratchboards, as well as doing 
various watercolor techniques.

The 17-year-old said he has been interested 
in art since elementary school and has been 
recognized several times for his work. In 
third grade, he won an art contest with a 
drawing that showed how not to pollute 
water. Last year, he won honorable mention 
for a stained glass art piece in the Dan Vesey 
Show, and this year his design of a Ram was 
selected to appear on the front of the Rogers 

Rams sophomore 
class T-shirts.

Lockey plans to 
pursue a career as an 
artist.

District Visual Art 
Award

Saylah Leu, a senior 
at Emerald Ridge 
High School, is the 
winner of the new 
District Visual Art 
Award. Director of 
Student Learning 
Brian Fox had the 
honor of selecting a 
piece of artwork in the 
show for the award.

Leu used watercolors 
and ink, with a high 
saturation of colors, 
to create the vibrant 
painting.

The two converging faces in the work rep-
resent Leu’s own face and portray confl ict-
ing feelings — in this case, about which 
college she should attend, she said. The 
18-year-old plans to continue to pursue art 
in college.

Leu spent about 20 hours working on the 
project for Candace Loring’s studio art 
class. During her three years at Emerald 
Ridge, Leu has taken drawing, painting, 
and studio art classes.

Superintendent’s Choice

Andre Thompson, a junior in Cindy Tate’s 
Ceramics 4 class at Rogers High, created 
a gazelle — a small, graceful, and swift 
antelope native to the arid plains of Africa 
and Asia — that caught Superintendent 
Tony Apostle’s eye and his vote for the 
new Superintendent’s Choice award.

Thompson spent about a month making 
the ceramic piece, which is handmade 
from red clay and assembled from several 
individual pieces that have been scored 
together. The 17-year-old said he chose a 
gazelle to represent his black heritage.

The gazelle is red with a gold glaze and 
features a mosaic of broken tile pieces 
adhered with grout on a base.

“I was very surprised when I heard I 
won,” said Andre, who is in his second 
year of ceramic art. “I really learned how 
to work with clay on this project.”

Thompson plans a career in child devel-
opment.

“I really like watercolor, because there are 
a lot of cool things you can do with it,” 
she said. “You just have to know how to 
work with it.”

Rogers High School sophomore Tim Lockey displays his winning 
two-dimensional watercolor and ink project in this year’s Dan Vesey 
Art Show.

Emerald Ridge High senior Saylah 
Leu received the District Visual 
Art Award for her painting.

Rogers High School junior 
Andre Thompson designed this 
ceramic gazelle, which won the 
Superintendent’s Award.

Members of the Kahurangi Maori Dance Theatre of New Zealand entertain students and staff during a 
schoolwide assembly at Maplewood Elementary. The troupe travels the world bringing dance, song, 
and stories of the indigenous Maori people of New Zealand. 

Each year, the Dan Vesey Art Show has 
several outside judges. This year’s judges 
were Tami Montevideo, an artist and 
member of Valley Arts United and Arts 
Downtown, and Connie Diffenderfer and 
Candy Barney, artists and members of 
Valley Arts United. 

A list of all of the winners in the Dan 
Vesey Art Show, including honorable men-
tions and second- and third-place in the 
two top categories, can be found on the 
school district Web site at www.puyal-
lup.k12.wa.us. In the District Headlines 
section of the Home page, click on More 
District News.

Maori Dance Theatre visits Maplewood Elementary

Rogers High School senior Bryan 
Manley shows off his ceramic 
vase, which won fi rst place in 
three-dimensional art in the 2007 
Dan Vesey Art Show.


