
Haylee Shelly, a fi rst grader at Stewart Elementary School, helps 
Karshner Museum curator Beth Bestrom display a 6-foot-long python 
snakeskin.
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Karshner Museum is window to a world of learning  
More than 10,000 treasures are wait-
ing to be discovered inside the Karshner 
Museum.

The museum, open to students and the 
community, is home to artifacts from 
around the world. Items range from an 
Eskimo doll carved from walrus tusk in 
Alaska to an emerald green dusty quartz 
from Chile.

Most of the items were col-
lected during sailing trips 
taken by founders Warner 
and Ella Karshner as they 
traversed different coun-
tries in the 1930s and ‘40s. 
The Karshners donated the 
expansive collection and 
named the building the 
“Paul H. Karshner Memo-
rial Museum” as a lasting 
memorial for their only 
son, Paul, who died from 
polio in 1924.

A clay marble made by Dr. 
Karshner in 1884 when he 
was nine years old became the fi rst item 
in the museum, signaling its inception in 
1930.

Other treasured artifacts include an 1891 
copyright book of Alfred Lord Tennyson’s 
poetry, a set of Egyptian oil lamps that 
dates 4,000 years, a piece of the Rock 
of Gibraltar, a grass skirt from the Cook 

Islands, and a Puyallup teacher’s report 
card from 1889.

About 10 percent of the collection is on 
display, with the rest of the items stored in 
an area protected from light exposure to 
preserve the artifacts, said museum cura-
tor Beth Bestrom. The items are regularly 
rotated for public viewing.

This year the museum began using a 
new computer program to 
streamline the process of 
recording and photograph-
ing each artifact. Once all 
artifacts have been entered 
into the system, Bestrom 
said she would like to cre-
ate a virtual tour of the col-
lection for the community 
to access on the museum’s 
Web site.

In addition to the items dis-
played or stored at the mu-
seum, many of the artifacts 
are carefully packaged in 
“discovery kits” and sent to 

schools around the district to supplement 
classroom social studies lessons.

Most elementary classes also schedule an 
annual trip to the museum to learn more 
about the history, cultures, and habitats 
from across the globe. Karshner Museum 
is one of the few district-operated teaching 
museums in the country.

On a recent classroom visit, Stewart 
Elementary student Haylee Shelly helped 
Bestrom unroll a 6-foot-long python 
snakeskin before a wide-eyed audience of 
fi rst graders.

Bestrom also opened a small treasure 
chest and pulled out a piece of rhino skin, 
an ostrich feather, and various sizes of 
bird eggs. As she shared the unique arti-
facts, she talked about the creature’s habi-

tats and environments and posted related 
vocabulary words, such as “endangered” 
and “extinct” on a display board.

Once back at Stewart, students talked 
about their museum experience with 
teacher Renee Fleisch, drew pictures, and 
wrote about their favorite item or artifact. 
Isabel Baca said she liked touching the 

Chinese language class expands to Kalles Junior High

Chinese language teacher Jeff Crosland presents a lesson to Kalles 
Junior High students. This is the fi rst year Chinese is offered at the 
junior high level.

continued on page 5

Eskimo doll carved 
from walrus tusk.

In a Kalles Junior High classroom, stu-
dents are learning a language that has ex-
perienced a new surge of interest despite 
belonging to the oldest culture on earth.

Jeff Crosland teaches Chinese to junior 
high students at a time when relations 
between America and China are becoming 
more and more intertwined. Such a con-
nection is a dramatic departure from when 
Crosland started learning the language.

“When I was learning Chinese in the ‘70s 
we did not have relations with China,” he 
said. “Now it’s a totally different world.”

This is the fi rst year for Chinese language 
instruction at Kalles Junior High School. 
Crosland’s class is made up of seventh 
graders in the school’s new Puyallup 
Accelerated Gifted Education (PAGE) 
program, as well as some ninth graders. 

Seventh grader Olivia Davis said she 
chose to take the class because she is 

interested in pursuing a culinary career. 
Being familiar with other languages, 
she said, should be helpful if she travels 
around the world and learns different 
cooking styles.

Davis said much of the beginner course 
centers around the basics of the language 
and memorizing characters.

“We learn things like verbs, greetings, 
food, adjectives, and money,” she said.

During a typical class, Davis said stu-
dents have opportunities to work in small 
groups and with partners to learn various 
Chinese characters.

Much of the recent interest in China stems 
from the business community, Crosland 
said. With an economy rivaling and soon 
surpassing that of the United States, he said 
the business community has advocated 



With the close of 2007, the exciting new 
year brings me to a time of refl ection on 
our school district’s successes during the 
past year, the excellent opportunities for 
future accomplishments, as well as the un-
avoidable challenges and tough decisions 
that lie ahead in 2008.

As I have shared with people and written 
in various district publications in the past, 
I am very positive, sincerely confi dent, 
and realistic about the district’s future. I 
want to do whatever is necessary to make 
this district the best it can become.

One may ask why I view our future with 
such great promise. There is one single 
reason: I am surrounded with highly tal-
ented educational leaders, and skillful and 
caring instructional and support staff who 
want to meaningfully contribute to the 
success of our students and school district.

Collectively, we have come to intentionally 
expect success, we work together to suc-
ceed, we fear failure, we want to be the best 
school district in the state, and we demand 
more of ourselves and depend on each 
other as team members. To do otherwise is 
to become mediocre and fail our students. 
The CEO of an international company once 
summed up the passion and inner workings 
of his staff that made the company a great 

Moving from Good to Great in 2008

competitive leader: “We are never satisfi ed. 
We can be delighted, but never satisfi ed.” 
Clearly, there is a defi nitive, compelling 
reason for each staff member to grow pro-
fessionally and become better at what they 
do individually. It matters what we do as an 
entire district staff to improve the lives of 
our community’s children. 

Over the last four years as superinten-
dent, I have directly observed district 
staff demonstrate a passion for do-
ing things right the fi rst time. Success 
breeds success. Further, I have seen staff, 
individually and in concert with their col-
leagues, frequently turn what might have 
been a dreadful outcome into an inspira-
tional success story. Often, too humble 
in their actions and not wanting to seek 
recognition, staff go about their work, 
quietly backstage, where too few can 
view, understand, or know about their 

outstanding achievements and wonder-
ful contributions to our students. But I 
have been watching, and I am proud of 
the people who continue to build upon 
the historically positive reputation of this 
school district.
 
Jim Collins, author of the best seller, 
“Good To Great,” emphasizes that to 
endure the changes in the future and 
become a successful “results-oriented” 
organization, there is a fundamental need 
for highly qualifi ed staff to lead the way. 
“Getting the right people on the bus, the 
wrong people off the bus, and the right 
people in the right seats — these are cru-
cial steps in the early stages of buildup…” 
With more than 85 percent of the district’s 
budget dedicated to the salary and benefi t 
costs of nearly 2,450 employees, it is 
imperative that we pay close attention to 
who will lead the way to greatness in this 
school district.

During 2008, I urge everyone — commu-
nity patrons, parents, staff, and students 
— to make this year a pivotal time in our 
proud history. Become involved in a series 
of defi ning events and activities, become 
engaged in district committees, and sup-
port the accomplishments that truly point 
out that the district is moving forward 
from Good to Great.  

Learning languages expands world view
The word polyglot is not the name of 
some disease or quirky geometric shape, 
but is defi ned as a “mixture or confusion 
of languages.” A recent trip to New York 
City as a chaperone for my son’s high 
school choir brought this word to the 
forefront of all of our minds as we took 
in what a cosmopolitan city has to offer. 

As we walked and traveled to our various 
venues, we must have heard 50 different 
languages or dialects used in passing con-
versation. It was one of the more surprising 
aspects of the trip and expanded our world 
view as both adults and students.  

Puyallup and Pierce County might not be 
as cosmopolitan as New York, but we know 

that the offering of languages in our district 
provides a great base for our students and 
allows them to compete and communicate 
with the rest of our global neighbors.

The vast majority of us love our little cor-
ner of the world. We have abundant reasons 
as to why we have chosen to live in an area 
surrounded with great natural beauty and 
a myriad of different environments from 
soaring glacier-strewn Mount Rainier to 
the always interesting nooks and crannies 
in Puget Sound. After we reached state-
hood, much of the world, and even parts 
of the United States, thought that we still 
hand-pumped our water straight out of the 
ground and rode horses as the only means 
of travel. To them, this was the wild and 
woolly west. The world is a much smaller 
place now with the advent of extensive 
communications and the ability to see 
world events in real time.

An understanding of our world is im-
portant for our students and needs to be 
comprehensive in scope. Knowledge of 
our state and its history opens the eyes of 

our students to why and how our com-
munity was established. The teaching 
of languages and the weaving of social 
studies into the curriculum rounds out the 
whole student and helps them to better un-
derstand their environment and the world 
events that surround them.

Lloyd Freudenstein, long-time educator 
and recently retired board member, often 
reminded us of the importance of these 
topics. Lloyd has an extensive interest 
in history and made history come to life 
as he shared his knowledge — always 
punctuated with rich stories — helping 
all of us realize that depth and breadth 
in understanding our world is critical. 
He was an early supporter of the China 
exchange program, which he continued to 
support throughout his career. On behalf 
of the board of directors, I want to express 
our appreciation for the work Lloyd 
Freudenstein did in our district — both as 
an educator and as a board member. We 
will miss him as a colleague and fellow 
board member, but we wish him well in 
his retirement.

Tony Apostle
Superintendent
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Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
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potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, PO Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
(253) 841-8703; or e-mail khansen@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Karen Hansen

Editor: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Contributing Writers: 
Susan Gifford, Philip Palermo, 
and Teresa Stover 

Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
(Larry Sera, assistant superintendent 
of human resources) at 302 Second 
St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.  Phone:  
(253) 841-8645. 
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Greg Heath
Vice President

Board elects offi cers in annual reorganization
Every year in December, the Puyallup 
School Board elects new offi cers for the 
coming year.

By unanimous vote, the board elected 
Kathy Affl erbaugh president, Greg Heath 
vice president, and Diana Seeley legisla-
tive representative.

Director Bruce Dammeier noted 
Affl erbaugh is a veteran director, having 
joined the board in 1999 and served once 
before as its president.

“She has done a great job,” Dammeier 
said before casting his vote in favor of 
her serving as board president for the 
coming year. 

Superintendent Tony Apostle also admin-
istered the oath of offi ce to newly elected 
board member Cindy Poysnick, as well 
as incumbents Affl erbaugh and Seeley. 
Voters elected all three to their respective 
seats in the November 6 election. 

Puyallup School District Board of Directors (from left): Director Bruce 
Dammeier; newly elected Director Cindy Poysnick; President Kathy 
Affl erbaugh; Legislative Representative Diana Seeley; and Vice 
President Greg Heath.



The Puyallup School District is hiring 
school bus drivers. A comprehensive 
paid training program is scheduled 
February 4-29 and August 4-29, 2008. 
Participants who complete the training 
qualify for a commercial driver’s license.

The job is excellent for people who en-
joy driving and children, want part-time 
hours with benefi ts, prefer summer and 
holidays off work, have clean driving 
records, and are at least 21 years of age, 
said Pam McDonald, the district’s driver 
trainer and coordinator.

During training, the district pays $10.91 
per hour. After training, the pay is $15 
per hour. Applications and specifi c in-
structions for completing the applications 
are available on the Puyallup School 
District Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Point to Human Resources, 
click Job Openings, complete a classi-
fi ed application, and submit the backup 
documentation. Interested persons may 
also call McDonald at (253) 841-8669 or 
(253) 208-1559, or e-mail her at 
pkmcdonald@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Bus drivers needed

The Puyallup Family Co-op has sched-
uled tours and information nights about 
its 2008-09 school year. 

The Co-op, located at Firgrove Elemen-
tary, gives families an opportunity to 
take a more active role in the academic 
learning process by participating in 
classroom activities or school lead-
ership. Students from kindergarten 
through sixth grade are eligible to enroll.

Tours begin at 9 a.m. on January 24, 
2 p.m. on February 12, and 2 p.m. on 
February 29 at Firgrove Elementary. In-
formational meetings will be conducted 
at 6:30 p.m. on February 26, 6 p.m. on 
March 5, and 7 p.m. on March 20 in the 
Firgrove library.

Applications for the upcoming school 
year are due by 2 p.m. on March 28. 
Attendance at a tour and informational 
meeting is a mandatory part of the ap-
plication process. A lottery to determine 
fall enrollment will be conducted at 3 
p.m. on April 7. For more information, 
call enrollment coordinator Marjorie 
DeShaw at (253) 435-7737.

For more information about the Co-op, 
visit the district Web site at www.puyal-
lup.k12.wa.us. Point to Student Learn-
ing, click Specialty Programs, and then 
click Puyallup Family Co-op.

HIV/AIDS 
curriculum preview
Parents and/or guardians of elementary
students are invited to preview the 
district’s approved Human Growth and 
Development and HIV/AIDS curricu-
lum for students in grades four, fi ve, and 
six. The preview will be held from 6 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday, February 6 in
the Puyallup High School commons,
105 Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.

Parents wishing to exclude their child 
from the HIV/AIDS curriculum required 
by the state must preview this curriculum 
and sign an exclusion form. Questions or 
concerns may be shared during this par-
ent information meeting, with a child’s 
teacher, or by calling the offi ce of Rick 
Wells, director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness at (253) 841-8785.

Puyallup Family 
Co-op sets tours and 
information nights

Kindergarten registration is March 18-21 
Kindergarten registration for students who 
will enter the Puyallup School District for 
the fi rst time in fall 2008 is set for March 
18-21.

Evening registration will be March 18 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m., and daytime registra-
tion is scheduled for March 19, 20, and 21 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Parents of all students entering kindergarten 
should register at their neighborhood school 
or at the school near their daycare center.

Registration packets are available at 
elementary schools the week prior to 
registration. Packets cannot be returned 
to schools before the registration dates 
listed above and must contain all re-
quired items. 

The following items should be brought to 
kindergarten registration. 
• Proof of the child’s birthday, such 

as a birth certifi cate. Children must 
be 5 years old on or before August 
31, 2008 to be eligible to register for 
kindergarten. The district does not test 
for early entrance;

• Proof of address (recent utility bill, 
lease agreement, etc.); and

• Proof that the child has had the 
required immunizations and the dates 
when they were given.

A child will not be registered until the 
school has received the required items.

State law requires that children entering 
Washington public schools must show 
proof of having had the following im-
munizations, and all children attending 
kindergarten after July 1, 2008 must show 
the following documentation on their 

Certifi cate of Immunization Status (CIS) 
form:
• Diptheria, Tetanus, and acellular 

Pertussis vaccine -- DTaP:  Four 
doses, the last of which must have 
been given on or after the child’s 
fourth birthday;

• Polio vaccine: Three doses if the 
last dose is given on or after the 4th 
birthday. Four doses if all doses are 
given before the fourth birthday;

• Measles, Mumps and Rubella 
(MMR): Two doses. The fi rst dose 
must be given on or after the fi rst 
birthday;

• Hepatitis B: Three doses; and 
• Varicella (chickenpox):  Dates of two 

doses of varicella vaccine, received 

on or after the child’s fi rst birthday 
and at least 28 days apart; or

 a health care provider’s note giving 
diagnosis or verifi cation of a history 
of varicella disease or herpes zoster.  
Parental documentation of history of 
varicella will no longer be accepted 
for kindergarten students; or 

 date of blood test (titer) showing 
serological proof of immunity to 
varicella or herpes zoster; or 

 exemption from immunity based on a 
medical, religious, or personal reason.

Vaccines required for preschool students 
after July 1, 2008:

• Hepatitis B: Three doses;
• Diphtheria, Tetanus, and acellular 

Pertussis, (DTaP): Four doses;
• Hib: Four doses. One dose of Hib 

is required if the only dose has been 
given on or after 15 months of age;

• Polio: Three doses;
• Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR): 

One dose.  Must be received on or 
after the fi rst birthday. Must be given 
the same day or 28 days before or after 
the Varicella; and 

• Varicella: One dose. Must be received 
on or after the fi rst birthday. Must be 
given the same day or at least 28 days 
before or after the MMR.

Required immunizations can be obtained 
from a family physician or by contacting 
the Good Samaritan Mobile Health Ser-
vice at (253) 697-8160. Children must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian 
and a shot record is required. The Good 
Samaritan Mobile Health Web site is 
www.goodsamhealth.org.

Ridgecrest Elementary School  
kindergartner Joey Lewis works 
on a class assignment.

Career conference pairs students, businesses
The Puyallup School District is teaming 
with local businesses to present the second 
annual Career Conference.

Scheduled for February 29 at the Church 
of the Nazarene, the Career Conference 
brings together juniors and seniors from 
all four district high schools to meet with 
local employers representing a variety of 
career paths.

The district has partnered with the Puyal-
lup/Sumner Chamber of Commerce and 
the Sumner School District to organize 
this year’s event.

Tammy Wilson, events coordinator for the 
Puyallup/Sumner Chamber of Commerce, 
said the conference allows students to in-
teract with local employers, learn tips for 
getting a job, and research career paths.

“We are really interested in connecting 
the business community with students,” 
Wilson said.

The chamber hopes to line up about 50 
local businesses representing each of the 
district-defi ned career pathways ranging 
from arts and sciences to business and 
marketing.

Shelly Calligan, director of student learn-
ing, career readiness, said about 250 Puy-
allup students are expected to participate. 
Another 50 students from the Sumner 
School District are also planning to attend.

Leading up to the conference, high school 
career specialists will work with teachers 
and students to prepare them to meet with 
business representatives.

“The teachers really coach their students 
to make good resumes, improve interview 
skills, and have proper business attire,” 
Calligan said.

The conference will feature a number of 
breakout sessions such as a discussion on 
business etiquette and one titled “Choices 
You Make Today Matter.”

In response to a growing demand for jobs 
in the medical fi eld, Wilson said the cham-
ber is focusing on attracting medical and 
health care companies to the conference.

Businesses will have booths available 
where students can talk one-on-one with 
potential employers, learn more about 
companies, and conduct mock interviews.

“The students get to pick which business 
they would like to interview with,” Cal-
ligan said. 

Phillip DeLong, general manager at the 
Holiday Inn Express in South Hill, said 
he enjoyed taking part in the fi rst career 
conference and will be back this year.

While some businesses may be looking 
for potential employees, DeLong said 
many are also looking to give back to the 
community by offering students fi rst-hand 
advice and constructive criticism.

Conducting mock job interviews with ac-
tual businesses, he said, can give students 
a boost when they fi nally go in for the real 
thing.

“It’s probably, if nothing else, a confi -
dence builder for them,” he said.

Guest speakers include Mike Egan, senior 
manager of corporate affairs at Microsoft, 
Puyallup School District Superintendent 
Tony Apostle, and Sumner School District 
Superintendent Gil Mendoza. 

“The response last year was really over-
whelming,” Calligan said. “The business 
community just loved it.”

Puyallup/Sumner Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Sally 
Zeiger Hanson (left) and Events Coordinator Tammy Wilson gear up 
for the second annual high school Career Conference.
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2004 school bond
Construction starts in spring on Puyallup High Phase 1 project
Construction is expected to begin this 
spring on a project to replace aging 
buildings at Puyallup High School.
  
A new one-story building will replace 
the school’s existing automotive and 
manufacturing shops and classrooms.
 
The project, funded by the voter-ap-
proved 2004 school bond, features a 
new building that will be located direct-
ly south of the main building. Construc-
tion is scheduled to begin in April, with 
a planned opening in September 2009.
 
“The building will be built where the 
tennis courts are now,” said Rudy Fyles, 
executive director of facilities. The new 
tennis courts will be installed on the east 
section of the campus in a school-owned 
lot adjacent to Main Street.
  
During construction, there will be little 
interruption to daily activities at the 
school, Fyles said. Students will continue 
to use the current auto shop. During the 
summer of 2009, classroom equipment 
will be transferred and students will 

return to school to continue their learning 
in the new facility.
 
While the new building will be similar 
in size to the building being replaced, 
Fyles said it will be better suited to the 
learning environment required for mod-
ern career and technical education.
 
The buildings that currently house the 
auto shop and arts classrooms were built 
in the 1960s. “I would describe them 
as two old, very tired buildings that are 
well-loved and worn out,” Fyles said.
 
The complexity of trades such as auto 
repair has increased dramatically since 
the auto shop was originally built, said 
Construction Administrator Dave John-
son. 

To get a good visual indication of the 
differences between automotive tech-
nology today and the 1960s, Johnson 
said, one need only compare a 1960 car 
engine to a modern one. Today’s engines 
demand vastly different technological 
requirements from engines built just a 

few decades ago, 
he said. 

Shelly Calligan, 
director of student 
learning, career 
readiness, said 
some district staff 
members toured 
local auto dealers 
and neighbor-
ing high schools 
to gather input 
on confi guring a 
new auto shop. 
When fi nished, the 
new facility will 

contain more modern equipment such as 
hoists and diagnostic tools.
 
“It will be state-of-the-art,” Calligan 
said. 

The existing auto shop has just fi ve 
bays to house vehicles and two hoists 
to lift them. Calligan said the new room 
will feature 12 bays and hoists to better 
serve what has become an increasingly 
popular class.

Ed Showacy, who teaches drafting and 
video production classes in the existing 
building at Puyallup High, said he is 
also looking forward to moving into the 
new facility. 

Both video production and drafting pro-
grams, he said, are limited by the exist-
ing buildings. For example, Showacy’s 
students are unable to use large drafting 
boards for their design work.
 
“We just do not have the space to do any 
board drafting,” he said, adding the new 
classrooms will have plenty of room to 
accommodate that learning activity. 

Joe Leinweber, an eleventh grader in 
Showacy’s drafting class, said hand-
drawing is currently limited to occasion-
al rough sketches since they do not have 

continued on page 5

They wrote with stick pens dipped in 
ink wells, played ring around the rosy at 
recess, and wore “smart-looking” band 
uniforms.

A carton of milk cost a nickel, and most 
students walked to school. 

“Some of those things from long ago, 
you can’t forget,” said Puyallup resident 
Esther Faris.

Nor have they forgotten their class-
mates.

Robert Aylen, Paul Harmes, Ruth 
Valenta, and Esther Faris were fi rst-
grade classmates in 1927 at Maplewood 
Elementary. Eighty years later, the 
octogenarians, who still live in or near 
Puyallup, returned to their alma mater to 
share some of their memories.

“We were friends in fi rst grade, and 
we’ve been friends ever since,” Esther 
Faris told two fi rst-grade classes gath-
ered for the special occasion.

This is the fourth time the seniors have 
visited Maplewood to recall for students 
what life was like in yesteryear. They 
also shared memories fi ve years ago to 
mark the 75th anniversary of their fi rst-
grade year, as well as in 1997 (70 years) 
and 1992 (65 years).

On this visit, Faris showed off her origi-
nal band uniform, consisting of white 
pants and a black blazer and matching 
hat. She also displayed a frilly pink 
dance dress made by her mother and 
drew giggles from around the room as 
she modeled a matching bonnet.

“We wore this when we danced the 
minuet,” she said as she pulled the ribbon 

Octogenarians share memories at Maplewood Elementary

under her chin. “Tap, tap, tap, then step, 
step, step,” she said as she demonstrated 
the dance routine by tapping her toes on 
the fl oor at the front of the classroom.

After school, she said she and other 
students liked to go to “Utterbacks,” a 
neighborhood grocery store that used to be 
located behind and across the street from 
Maplewood. She held up a small bag and 
explained how she used to fi ll it with her 
favorite penny candy.

Valenta shared how students would keep 
warm in winter by going into the base-
ment of the school, where the furnace 
was located. She also shared how she 
remembers playing under the trees at 
recess. Maplewood School was named in 
recognition of the many maple trees in 
the vicinity.

Harmes said how much he liked attend-
ing the school and said he is proud of his 
grandchildren, Courtnie and Carter, who 
are in fi fth and sixth grade this year at 
Maplewood.

Aylen described the original Maplewood 
school, which was built in 1891. The 
original structure was razed and the cur-
rent building constructed and opened in 
1934. Since then, additional classrooms 
have been added. In 1998, the school was 
completely modernized.

Aylen encouraged students to cherish their 
friendships. “Don’t forget your friends,” 
he said. “You will have them all of your 
life.”

When given the chance to ask questions 
of their guests, hands shot up around the 

room. “Did you play dodge ball?” “What 
instrument did you play in band?” “Was 
school hard?” “What did you like most?”

After walking around the room to answer 
questions, the octogenarians gathered their 
mementos and walked to the offi ce, where 
they stopped in the hall to admire framed 
photographs dating back to Maplewood’s 
earliest days. They searched each one to 
fi nd their own faces captured in time.

Principal Liz Knox thanked them for com-
ing and presented each one with a school 
pin depicting the mustang mascot.

“Eighty years just doesn’t seem possible,” 
Faris said as she walked out of the school, 
her ruffl y pink dress and other special me-
mentos clutched in her hands for safekeep-
ing until she returns in another fi ve years.

Puyallup High senior Erik Jensen (left) and junior Zach Krein discuss 
a timepiece that the advanced drafting class is designing.

Photo on left: Octogenarians (from left) Esther Faris, Ruth Valenta, Paul Harmes and Robert Aylen share 
about their early days at Maplewood Elementary School with this year’s fi rst-grade class. Photo on right: 
Faris models a pink bonnet she used to wear to dances.

Artist rendering of Puyallup High School Phase 
1 project.

drawing courtesy of BLRB architects
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Chinese class
continued from page 1

rabbit fur, while Dessa Jobst enjoyed 
looking through a magnifying glass at 
quartz crystal. 

More than 6,000 district students visited 
the Karshner Museum last year on class-
room fi eld trips to learn about animal and 
bird habitats, artifacts, Plains and North-
west Coast Indians, how people lived in 
the 1800s, and what school was like at 
the turn of the century.

“It is our intent to increase that number 
and share one of Puyallup’s best-kept 
secrets with the world outside of our 
community,” said Jay Reifel, assistant 
superintendent of student learning and 
instructional support.

“We appreciate the interest shown in the 
museum and would welcome the par-
ticipation of museum supporters as we 
look to make it an even more wonderful 
resource in the coming years,” he said.

The museum’s newest exhibit, Camp 
Harmony, is designed to educate junior 
high and high school students in particu-
lar about the Japanese-American intern-
ment camp. The camp operated in the 
1940s on the site that is now the Western 
Washington Fairgrounds.

Karshner Museum supports and enhances 
the district’s multicultural education 
program in a variety of ways, including 
offering a new Wednesday after-school 

program that teaches students about dif-
ferent cultures. “We want to make the 
museum a multicultural center,” Bestrom 
said.

The facility is reserved 
for classroom visits 
during the school day; 
however, the public 
may schedule visits on 
weekday afternoons 
or participate in Fam-
ily Days, traditionally 
offered once a month on 
Saturdays throughout the 
school year. 

Community members 
may also get involved in 
the museum by join-
ing the Friends of the 
Museum, which sponsors museum events, 
activities, and fund-raisers.

One of the most recent additions to the 
collection is an original photograph 
of Paul Karshner donated by a couple 
in England with ties to the Karshner 
family.

Roger and Chris Hampton of Wilt-
shire, England came to Washington in 
September to hand deliver the photo 
and visit relatives after they found 
the Karshner Museum site while 
searching the Internet. The photo 
shows Paul sitting in the snow at Mt. 
Tahoma in 1924 — the same year 
that he died.

“The photo was given to my mother, and 
we felt it should be here,” said Roger, 
whose grandfather’s sister was Warner 
Karshner’s sister-in-law. The couple was 
treated to high tea at the museum along 
with Superintendent Tony Apostle and 
several other district administrators and 
museum supporters.

A permanent installation by contemporary 
glass artist Dale Chihuly, which includes 
selected pieces of his “Baskets” collec-
tion, greets visitors just past the entry. 
Across from that display is a re-creation 
of Warner Karshner’s doctor’s offi ce, in-
cluding a scale he donated to Maplewood 
Elementary School, a cabinet fi lled with 
medical supplies, and the original set of 
keys to his doctor’s offi ce.

As she passed the exhibits on her way out 
of the museum, Stewart 
Elementary fi rst grader 
Angellina Wiggins 
waved good-bye to 
Bestrom, then peered 
back around the corner 
to shout, “This museum 
is cool!”

To make an appointment 
to visit the Karshner 
Museum, or if interested 
in joining the Friends 
of the Museum, call Be-
strom at (253) 841-8748 
or visit the museum Web 
site at www.karshnermu-

seum.org. The museum is located at 309 
Fourth Street N.E., Puyallup. 

Upcoming Karshner Museum 
Family Days

Karshner Museum
continued from page 1

the room for broad-sheet drafting. 

The video production class will also get 
a boost from the new building.
 
“The new room will support instruc-
tion because it is specifi cally designed 
to be a video production room,” 
Showacy said.
 
The studio will include light racks 
installed in the ceiling, for example, so 
that students can learn and use proper 
lighting techniques. The ceilings in the 
new studio will also be higher, further 
enhancing lighting fl exibility.  

Showacy said the new studio will also 
feature an editing classroom and an 
audio recording suite. Currently, the 
editing room is the CAD classroom 
and students needing to record audio 
must section off a portion of the con-
trol room.
 
Even the construction project itself 
will provide Showacy with some new 
learning opportunities for the students.
 
Showacy hopes to work with the 
district’s facilities department so 
architectural drafting students can fol-
low the process from design through 
construction.
 
“That way they can see the prints, 
observe the construction process, and 
actually follow along as it happens,” 
Showacy said. 
 
He added that he hopes contractors 
and subcontractors can give lectures 
to students about different aspects of 
the design and construction processes 
as they occur.

The Phase 1 project calls for tear-
ing down the existing auto shop and 
career and technical classroom build-
ings and moving several art classes to 
the Library/Science building in rooms 
currently used by the video production 
and drafting classes.

“The chance to observe and learn from 
a construction project happening liter-
ally next door seems like a perfect fi t 
for students,” Showacy said.

Zeiger Elementary
Assistant Principal

Name: Susan 
Walton
Former Position: 
Seventh grade teach-
er for Yelm Commu-
nity Schools.
Previous Posi-
tions: Taught at 
an elementary and 
intermediate school with Yelm Com-
munity Schools beginning in 1992. She 
also served as an administrative intern 
with the same district. Walton has been 
a member of the Offi ce of Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction’s Writing 
Assessment Leadership Team since 
March 2000.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Washington and master’s 
degree from The Evergreen State 
College.

Puyallup High
continued from page 4

New assistant 
principal joins 
Zeiger Elementary 

From left: Me’lani Scheifl ey, Olivia Davis, and Lauren Farnsworth test 
their knowledge during a new Chinese language class at Kalles Junior 
High School.

Coconut and bamboo violin, also 
called a tambura.

Emerald green dusty quartz 
from Chile.

Necklace made from native bird 
feathers and seeds from Ecuador.

teaching Chinese to capitalize on growing 
opportunities.

In the past, students interested in learn-
ing Chinese were typically attracted to 
the history, culture, or religion, Crosland 
said. Today, with increased media cover-
age and business potential available, 
more and more students are signing up to 
learn the language.

“It’s in the consciousness of the American 
people,” he said. “The types of people 
who sign up today come from all over.”

Crosland, who also teaches Chinese at 
Puyallup High School, said students at 
the junior high level are doing well with 
learning a new language. 

“I’ve always been an advocate of starting 
younger with language acquisition,” he 
said, adding as people age, their ability to 
acquire a new language diminishes.

“Those kids are just soaking it up,” Cro-
sland said. His hope is that this year’s ninth 
graders can take what they have learned to 
the next level by enrolling in Chinese next 
year at Puyallup High School.

Jordan Salas, a ninth-grader in Crosland’s 
class, said he likes the challenge of learn-
ing Chinese.

“It’s something different. It’s just some-
thing you don’t do every day,” Salas said.

Kalles Junior High Principal Mario 
Casello said the school plans to expand 

the Chinese language classes offerings 
next year. Chinese I will continue to be 
offered at all levels, while a Chinese II 
class will be added to deepen students’ 
understanding.

Part of the challenge in expanding the 
Chinese language class is fi nding qualifi ed 
instructors. Casello said while Kalles is 
fortunate to have Crosland, the number of 
locally available Chinese language instruc-
tors is currently limited.

“I think that will grow as demand for 
learning the language grows,” Casello said.

Business opportunities are abundant for 
those who can understand Chinese, Crosland 
said. The future successes of both China and 
America are integrally linked, Crosland said.

“No matter what happens, our futures are 
going to be combined.”

Crosland also stressed China’s historical 
and cultural importance. 

“It is a language that offers a window into 
the oldest unbroken culture in the world 
today,” he said. “There is an incredibly 
rich cultural heritage.”

February 2: Continent of Asia
March 1: Continent of Africa
April 12: World and Local Poverty
May 3: Oceania
June 7: U.S. Civil War

Family Days are held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and feature arts and crafts, 
museum artifact hunts, and special 
events.

Susan Walton
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Allison Blankenship loves chocolate, the color pink, and Girl Scouts. Logan Lewis is a huge Star Wars fan, likes to play video games, and adores his baby brother. Ty Quandt likes 
to listen to books on tape and is thrilled with anything having to do with King Kong.

While vastly different in their interests, all three elementary students share a common bond. Each one is battling a serious medical condition, and all three have won the hearts of 
fellow students, staff, and the community who have rallied around them with an outpouring of support.

Students helping students
Classmates rally around students with serious medical needs

Allison “Allie” Blankenship
Third grader
Edgerton Elementary

The news came just after her sixth birth-
day. Allie Blankenship, now a third grader 
at Edgerton Elementary School, was diag-
nosed with chronic kidney disease.

Allie’s kidney function was 35 percent 
of what it should be, so doctors pre-
scribed a large dose of daily pills and 
injections, as well as a strict diet, to 
slow the degradation.

On December 5, 2007, 2 1/2 years after 

the diagnosis, Allie’s time had come for a 
kidney transplant. Her mother, Jenny, was 
a perfect match.

The months leading up to and after the 
surgery still overwhelm Jenny when she 
thinks about the magnitude of help the 
family has received from Edgerton 
Elementary staff, students, and the sur-
rounding community.

“It makes you so happy there is so much 
good in the world,” Jenny said.

Allie’s classmates sent her a basket full of 
fun art projects to do when she felt better. 

The Blankenship family 
set up a webcam so that 
Allie could say hello to 
her teacher, Gwendolyn 
Wahl, her third-grade 
class, and her Girl Scout 
troop from her hospi-
tal bed. Jenny and her 
daughter also com-
municated by webcam 
immediately after the 
surgery since both were 
in different hospitals.

In preparation for her 
daughter’s expected 
return to school this 
month, Edgerton staff 
planned to install hand 
sanitizers throughout 
the school and invite 
Tacoma-Pierce County 
Health Department of-
fi cials to teach students 
about proper hand wash-
ing to help prevent the 
spread of germs. 

The school also held 
a movie night last fall 
to raise money for the 
Blankenship family’s 
mounting health care 
costs not covered by insurance. Admission 
was free, and donated snacks were sold as 
a fund-raiser.

There was just one catch: All of the 
snacks and drinks had to be ones that Allie 
could eat or drink. From the time she was 
diagnosed until her surgery last month, 
the third grader was forbidden from eating 
ice cream, chocolate, pizza sauce, potato 

chips, french fries, and other foods most 
kids her age can not only eat, but regularly 
call their favorites.

At the end of the night, more than $1,400 
fi lled the donation box.

“We had kids come up to get their candy 

Logan Lewis
Kindergartner
Fruitland Elementary

The fi rst sign that something was wrong 
was when Logan started to limp. Then, 
he spiked a fever. And another. On July 
26, 2007, the kindergartner at Fruitland 
Elementary School was diagnosed with 
neuroblastoma, a rare form of children’s 
cancer that is diffi cult to diagnose in its 
early stages.

It is a complex tumor of the sympathetic 
nervous system and, like most cancers, 
its cause is unknown. Doctors have given 
him a 40 percent chance of survival.

Logan has since undergone six chemother-
apy sessions, had a feeding tube inserted, 
and made daily trips to Seattle Children’s 
Hospital. On January 8, he was scheduled 
to begin a fi ve-week stem cell transplant.

From Fruitland Elementary to Kalles 
Junior High, and from Aylen Junior High 
to Rogers High, students, staff, and the 
community have come to his aid.

Kalles Junior High Principal Mario Ca-
sello, whose daughter, Chloe, is a neighbor 
and one of Logan’s best friends, appealed 
to students to “Lead for Logan.” During 
a school assembly in November, Casello 
shared about neuroblastoma, then invited 
Logan on stage to shave the principal’s 
head bald so they could look alike.

Since that emotional day, more than 20 
Kalles students have shaved their heads 
as a show of support. Chloe also asked 
all of the people who came to her fi fth 
birthday party to donate to Logan and 
raised $850 in two hours.

The school has also sponsored crazy hat 
and pajama days, in which students paid 
$1 to wear the normally restricted items to 
school, and held a Friday night live event 
featuring basketball and board games for a 
nominal fee.

“I want people to know about this kind of 
cancer,” Casello said.

Jeremy Lynch, a Rogers High School 
senior, learned about Logan through 
one of the boy’s cousins who was at the 
YMCA where Lynch works. Lynch and 
senior class president Josh Allison are in 

a rock band and have organized a benefi t 
concert at Rogers each December for the 
past three years. This year, they decided to 
raise money for Logan. 

“It was a packed house, and the most ap-
plause we got that night was when Logan 
came on stage,” Lynch said. The event 
raised more than $1,800.

As Logan continues his stem cell trans-
plant this month, above his hospital bed 
and strung around the room are 1,000 ori-
gami cranes made by students in Amanda 
Peterson’s art class at Aylen Junior High. 

Logan’s cousin, Andrew, is in the class 
and inspired the project.

All of Logan’s classmates at Fruitland 
made him a book of crayon drawings and 
messages, and fourth grader Tony Gutier-
rez, who is Logan’s “kindergarten buddy,” 
wrote his own book called “A Miracle of 
Friendship.”

Parents and teachers have also given their 
support. During the school’s open

continued on page 9

Edgerton Elementary School held a movie night last fall in the gym 
and raised money for Allison Blankenship’s medical costs by selling 
donated snacks and drinks that matched the girl’s restricted diet.

(Left): Fruitland Elementary kindergartner Logan Lewis and his dad, Jason, stand in the spotlight during 
a Rogers High benefi t concert held for the boy. Kalles Junior High students (back row from left) Marissa 
Fraser, Madeliene Nadeau, and Mallery Walk, and (front row) Desiree Trieu, Emily Brown, and Justin 
Champlin paid $1 each to wear a hat to school as a fund-raiser for Logan. 

continued on page 9

photo courtesy of Donna Drumm

photo on left courtesy of Andrew Lynch

Allison Blankenship, a third grader at Edgerton 
Elementary School, signs “I Love You” to her 
mother on a webcam shortly after her kidney 
transplant last month. 

photo courtesy of Jenny Blankenship
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Classmates rally 
around students 
continued from page 6

Ty Quandt
Fifth grader
Mt. View Elementary

In April of his second-grade year, Mt. 
View Elementary student Ty Quandt was 
diagnosed with Niemann-Pick Type C 
Disease — a rare neurological disease 
with no defi nitive treatment or cure.

Nancy Kreuger, a resource special-
ist who has worked with Ty since fi rst 
grade, describes him as “very bright 
and humorous.” The progression of the 
disease, however, is causing the 11-year-
old to lose his ability to speak, control 
his emotions, and sit still for long peri-
ods of time.

On his school desk are pictures that 
describe certain emotions, such as sadness 
or happiness. When he has trouble voicing 
his emotions, he points to the pictures.

His mother, Karen Quandt, said the dis-
ease affects his brain and causes him to 
have diffi culty remembering things. “It’s 
like a childhood form of Alzheimer’s,” 
she said. “He sometimes needs quiet time 
away from the class to collect his thoughts 
and emotions.”

Children diagnosed with the disease 
usually die in their teenage years, said 
Quandt, who recently completed her 
master’s degree thesis on Niemann-Pick 
Type C Disease. 

Ty is well-known and loved by his peers, 
who have been educated about his disease 
by school staff and learned signs to help 
him when he gets agitated.

One of his best buddies, Hunter Bradeen, 
said he holds up his hand in a stop posi-
tion when Ty gets too excited and talks 

to him about things he likes. “I’ve known 
him since second grade, and I like to play 
with him at recess,” he said.

Now that Ty is unable to read by himself, 
Kreuger reads to him or has him listen to 
books on tape. When he is ready to take 
an Accelerated Reader test on a book he 
has fi nished, he tells Kreuger his answers 
and she records them. His teacher, Keri 
McKenna, said Ty is consistently ahead 
of the class for the percent of reading 
goals met.

Last year, the school began raising funds 
to support research that might one day 
fi nd a cure for Ty’s disease. “The Jungle 
Boogie” family dance and silent auction 
last spring raised $6,500. On April 11 
of this year, the school will again host 
a family dance and silent auction in the 
gym.

ASB President Taylor Woods, who also 
is one of Ty’s classmates, has been 
helping to organize the upcoming Disco 
Fever family dance and school auction. 
Last year the school’s ASB helped work 
at a food station and gift shop during the 
dance.

“I think it’s helping him because we are 
raising money to maybe get a cure for 
him,” she said. “That’s pretty cool.”

The Milton Fire Department has also 
boosted Ty’s spirits by picking him up at 
his house and giving him a ride to school, 
complete with lights and sirens, on his 
birthday. The principal and his entire class 
greeted him upon his arrival.

One of his favorite out-of-state outings 

was a trip to Gorilla Haven in Georgia, 
sponsored by Make-A-Wish Foundation. 
“He is big-time into King Kong,” Kreuger 
said.

Ty also travels once every six months to 
the National Institute of Health in Mary-
land, where the agency is tracking his 
condition.

“I can’t thank everyone at the school 
enough for what they do for him and for 
holding fund-raisers to support research,” 
his mother said. “They’ve really come 
together for him.”

To learn more about research for Nie-
mann-Pick Type C, visit the National 
Niemann-Pick Disease Foundation at 
www.nnpdf.org.

“I think it’s helping him 
because we are raising money 
to maybe get a cure for him. 
That’s pretty cool.”

Sixth grader Taylor Woods

For the third year in a row, the Puyallup 
School District will host a month-long 
program in March designed to give stu-
dents a chance to serve their community.

“March Gladness” allows students across 
the district to organize and carry out com-
munity drives, service projects, and other 
events. Last year, 76 projects were under-
taken by students at all grade levels.

Chris Loftis, executive director of Com-
munities In Schools of Puyallup, said this 
year’s March Gladness event will be more 
student-driven than in years past when the 
district helped guide the direction of the 
project.

“This year, we are kind of handing it over 
to the students,” he said, adding that stu-
dents are now more familiar and comfort-
able with the process of organizing the 
event.

Last year, Loftis said student participation 
far exceeded his expectations. “We were 
hoping to get 2,000 participants. We got 
10,000 participants,” he said. “If we can 

March Gladness brings out best in students, community
hit those kinds of numbers again, I think 
that’s pretty solid.”

The variety of community projects that 
students can organize varies greatly both 
in size and scope.

At the elementary school level, Loftis 
said, many students organize collection 
events such as penny or food drives. 
Junior high school students tend to take 
part in programs in the community such 
as organizing dances at senior centers. At 
the high school level, Loftis said many 
student projects are large in scope, such as 
an organized park cleanup event, in addi-
tion to individual activities.

Loftis said students also realize one’s 
community does not just mean a home 
town, state, or even country. “You have 
students raising money to buy a goat for a 
town in Africa,” he said.

Melanie Stambaugh, a junior at Emer-
ald Ridge High School, took the lead 
this year, building on the experience she 
gained from past March Gladness events. 

Her duties include running and organiz-
ing regular meetings and working with 
fellow students to produce and promote 
the program.

By employing a lead-by-example philoso-
phy, students throughout the district are 
encouraging their peers to get involved 
with the larger community. “Students are 
really just picking it up and running with 
it,” she said.

At Stahl Junior High School, ninth-
grader Carly Wilczynski will help lead her 
school’s effort in promoting March Glad-
ness. One of their goals, she said, will be 
to promote participation at the elementary 
level so students can grow up with a his-
tory of community service.

“I think it’s great to get everyone in-
volved, especially elementary-age kids,” 
Wilczynski said. 

Stambaugh said organizers hope for even 
higher participation numbers this year. 
The goal, she added, is to offer a wide 
range of service project ideas for students 
to choose from.

To get involved in this year’s March Glad-
ness, contact Loftis at cloftis@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. 

To see photos of other community service 
projects students have been involved with 
this year, including winter holiday gift-
giving activities, visit the district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Photo above: Zeiger Elementary students (from left) Cory Sergeant, 
Alexa Colwell, Alexis Taylor, and Autumn Steele display the results of 
this year’s canned food drive. Photo bottom left: Emerald Ridge High 
School students help clear brush during the annual Day of Caring.

Mt. View Elementary School student Ty Quandt in class with his 
teacher, Keri McKenna. 

Ty Quandt points to a classroom 
art project: a star listing his 
favorite things in life.

photos courtesy of Nancy Kreuger
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Fall sports wrap-up
Students shine at state tournaments in fall sports season
For the second consecutive year, the 
Rogers High School girls volleyball team 
clinched the league championship and 
returned to the winners podium at the state 
tournament — this time edging up a notch 
to a sixth place fi nish.

The Rogers Rams dominated the net and 
the court this fall with a 13-1 record. Their 
determination and skill earned them the 
South Puget Sound League (SPSL) South 
championship title, as well as second 
place in the West Central District.

Junior Ashleigh Pollard earned the SPSL’s 
Most Valuable Player award for the sec-
ond year in a row. The 5-foot-11 outside 
hitter also was named the News Tribune’s 
All Area Player of the Year, and the Wash-
ington Interscholastic Activities Associa-
tion Athlete of the Week.

“Most of the team returned from last year, 
and we were really comfortable with 
each other and knew what we could do,” 
Pollard said. “We were so determined to 
go to state, and even though we would be 
tired from school at the end of the day, 
when we got on the court for practice, we 
pushed each other.”

Coach Mandy Flores-Handley, who was 
named SPSL girls volleyball Co-Coach 
of the Year, said the team “pulled together 
when they needed to.”

One of the team’s biggest accomplish-
ments, she said, was a match against 
the undefeated and nationally ranked 
Mead High School, which ended up 
winning the state 
volleyball crown for 
the fi fth consecutive 
year. While Rogers 
eventually lost the 
match, “for my team 
to beat them the fi rst 
two games and then 
push them to fi ve 
was unbelievable 
and some of the best 
volleyball I have 
seen, watched, or 
coached,” she said.

Puyallup High also 
had a good show-
ing in volleyball 
this year, fi nishing 
the season in third 
place in the league 
and sixth place in 
the West Central 
District. The team 
qualifi ed for state, 
but lost in the fi rst 
round.

Rob Webster, a senior at Puyallup High 
School, also shined at 
the state level. Web-
ster placed second at 
the state boys cross 
country meet and also 
earned the distinction 
of SPSL South Ath-
lete of the Year. He 
fi nished the 5K (3.1 
mile) run in 15.47 
minutes.

This is Webster’s 
fourth trip to the state 
meet, and he said 
he was especially 
proud that the entire 
Puyallup High boys 
cross country team 
also advanced to 
the state meet. The 
team, which tied with 
Rogers High as SPSL 
South co-champions, 
placed twelfth at state.

Webster ran track at 

Fruitland elementary school and won the 
100-meter run as a sixth grader at the an-
nual districtwide elementary track meet. 
He went on to Aylen Junior High, where 
he set the 800-meter record for the school 
with a time of two minutes and one sec-
ond. He also won the 800-meter and mile 
runs in both eighth and ninth grades and 
was a four-time conference champion.

“I like cross country because every course 
has different terrains,” Webster said.

High school girls cross country teams 
also excelled this fall. Rogers High placed 
second and Puyallup High earned the third 
place spot in the SPSL South.

In other notable fall sports and activities 
accomplishments:
• The Puyallup High School boys 

golf team, coached by Stahl Junior 
High teacher Glenn Halverson, was 
undefeated this year with nine wins, 
one tie with Rogers High, and no 
losses. The nearly perfect season 
earned the team the SPSL South 
championship and several players 

the honor of advancing to the state 
tournament this spring. Senior 
Ben Nelson qualifi ed for the state 
tournament for the third consecutive 
year, while freshman Thomas 
Johnson, of Edgemont Junior High, 
is the fi rst ninth grader in years to 
qualify for state, Halverson said. 
“This is the best showing for the team 
since I’ve been coaching,” he said. 
In other golf news, the Rogers High 
girls golf team took second place in 
the league, followed by the Emerald 
Ridge girls team in third and Puyallup 
High girls in fourth. The boys teams 
from both Emerald Ridge and Rogers 
tied for third place.

• The Rogers High and Emerald Ridge 
High boys water polo teams advanced 
to the state tournament and placed in 
the top eight — Rogers in fi fth and 
Emerald Ridge in eighth.

• Rogers High won the SPSL South 
Championship in football and 
advanced to the fi rst round of the 
playoffs. The Puyallup High football 
team took second place in the SPSL 
South and also qualifi ed for the fi rst 
round of the playoffs. The Emerald 
Ridge High School football team, 
which was 0-9 last year, ended up tied 
for fi fth place in the SPSL this year 
with a 3-4 league record.

• The Puyallup High School boys tennis 
team took second place in the league, 
and senior Scott Sullivan qualifi ed for 
the state tournament.

• The Puyallup High School girls soccer 
team tied for second place in the 
league.

• Rogers High School girls swimming 
took second place in the SPSL South.

• Each year the league gives special 
awards for team sportsmanship. This 
fall, the Rogers High School boys 
tennis team and girls cross country 
team each won the SPSL South 
Sportsmanship Award.

• Four Puyallup School District coaches 
won Coach of the Year honors in the 
SPSL South Division. Rogers High: 
Mandy Flores-Handley, volleyball; 
Steve Lynch, boys cross country; and 
Gene Bowen, football. Puyallup High: 
Brooks Hazen, boys tennis. This is the 
second consecutive year that Hazen 
has won the award. The Puyallup 
School Board recognized all four 
coaches for their accomplishments and 
presented them with certifi cates at the 
January 14 board meeting. Rick Wells, 
director of athletics, health, and fi tness, 
also summarized the highlights of the 
fall sports season during that meeting.

Walker High School recognizes 
students for outstanding attendance
Former Puyallup Mayor Mike Deal awarded certifi cates of recognition last month to 21 
Walker High School students who had missed no more than three days of school since 
September.

The certifi cates were awarded during the school’s annual holiday breakfast. Students 
in Karla Kauzlarich’s Family and Consumer Science class helped plan and prepare the 
meals, which featured ham, sausage, rolls, muffi ns, fresh fruit, and hot chocolate and 
juice. Eighth-grade students in the Phoenix program set up tables and decorations.

This is the fi rst year the school has handed out the attendance awards. Principal 
Michelle Cruckshank said student success is directly tied to attendance in school.

“Their teachers can work with them, but we have to get them to school fi rst” she said. 
We are trying to also create a sense of community so they will feel like it’s a good 
place to come to school.”

Photo: Walker High School student Kayla Burkett receives a 
certifi cate from former Puyallup Mayor Mike Deal in recognition of 
her outstanding attendance. 

Rogers High junior Ashleigh Pollard soars above the net to spike the 
ball in a game against Curtis High School. The volleyball team took 
sixth place in state.

photo courtesy of Dean May, Kent Valley Sports

Rob Webster, a senior at Puyallup 
High School, placed second at 
the state boys cross country 
meet.

photo courtesy of Rob Webster
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School board approves safety upgrades to Sparks Stadium
From up in the stands, it may not be 
easy to spot the wear and tear on Sparks 
Stadium’s 10-year-old artifi cial turf. Get 
a little closer, however, and the surface’s 
age becomes clearer.

“It’s very easy to walk around that surface 
now and fi nd loose seams without looking 
very hard,” Rogers High School football 
coach Gene Bowen said. 

Citing a need to improve safety for the 
hundreds of athletes and various groups 
that use Sparks Stadium, the Puyallup 
School Board unanimously agreed last 
month to replace the stadium’s turf, track, 
scoreboard, and sound system.

Work is expected to be com-
plete by Aug. 10, in time for 
high school football practices 
to begin.

Rick Wells, director of athlet-
ics, health, and fi tness, said 
the thickness of the artifi cial 
turf has decreased dramati-
cally since the surface was 
installed in 1998. As the surface wore 
down, he said, more seams were exposed 
to ultraviolet light and the normal wear 
and tear of athletic use.

“That microfi ber is slowly getting smaller 
and smaller,” he said, adding the exposed 
seams are starting to break. “Eventually 
they’ll all break.”

The current surface requires constant 
repair and the edges where two segments 

meet are also wearing away, creating gaps 
in the playing surface.

The track surrounding the artifi cial turf is 
even older, dating back to 1987. Over the 
years, the constant use and exposure to the 
elements have diminished the track’s abil-
ity to drain water.

What was originally a porous top surface 
now collects puddles of water during the 
area’s frequent rains. Wells said 20 years 
of use has matted down the track surface.

“It’s pounded down fl at like cookie 
dough,” he said. “It’s getting worse, not 
better.”

Christopher Seagrave, a 
physical therapy sports certi-
fi ed specialist and certifi ed 
athletic trainer with Apple 
Physical Therapy, said the 
current playing surface can 
contribute to injuries, espe-
cially when it comes into 
contact with bare skin. 

“The old surface kind of acts like sandpa-
per on the skin,” he said. “It’s like a rug 
burn, really.”

Seagrave has recommended that players 
wear protective wraps or sleeves around 
elbows and other exposed areas to prevent 
these types of injuries.

Newer artifi cial surfaces, such as the 
fi eld turf that will be installed at Sparks 
Stadium, has far more give and does not 

grab hold of the skin like the 
current surface does. This 
should help prevent abrasions 
and open cuts, Seagrave said.

Senior Bailey Williams, a 
member of the Rogers High 
School track and fi eld team, 
said it’s easy to see the incon-
sistent track surface.

“Obviously, it’s noticeable 
when it rains,” she said. When 
she runs on the track, she said 

she can detect areas that feel different, 
including spots that are higher than others.

The diminished playing conditions have 
not escaped the attention of neighbor-
ing schools. In a 2006 survey of athletic 
directors in the South Puget Sound League, 
Sparks Stadium received a “D” grade and 
ranked seventh among eight local stadiums.

Only Federal Way’s Memorial Field 
scored lower, and that fi eld is scheduled 
for renovation soon.

The upgrades also include replacing an 
aging sound system and a scoreboard that 
Wells called a “regular maintenance item.”

The current sound system lacks inputs to 
play audio from a CD player or a tape deck, 
Wells said. To output music for events such 
as dance team performances, a microphone 
is simply held next to a boombox speaker, 
resulting in poor sound quality.

The district’s bond oversight committee 
voted unanimously to authorize the use of 
state match funds from the voter-approved 
2004 bond to fund the $1.6 million upgrade.

Pete Kajca, who serves as an assistant 
coach at Ferrucci Junior High, spoke at 
a recent board meeting about upgrading 
Sparks Stadium.

“I think it is something that is way over-
due and needs to be done,” he said. “We 
should not waste money to put Band-Aids 
on a bad thing out there.”

Puyallup School Board Director Bruce 
Dammeier said  deciding to upgrade 
Sparks Stadium was clearly about student 
safety. “As an elected leader in our com-
munity, I fi nd it unacceptable that we 
would be last in anything, and certainly 
not in a key facility that gets so much use 
by both our student athletes and visitors to 
our district,” he said.

District’s United Way campaign 
surpasses $96,000 in record year

Allie Blankenship
continued from page 6

Logan Lewis
continued from page 6

Rogers High quarterback Tyler VanSligtenhorst hands off the ball to 
running back Bennet Bontemps during a game against Puyallup High 
at Sparks Stadium. (Center): Gaps and tears in the artifi cial fi eld are 
easy to spot up close. (Bottom): Sparks Stadium Operations Manager 
Tad Triggs lifts up a portion of the track surface. Adhesive that 
normally keeps the surface in place has eroded in several areas.

and walk away without their change,” 
recalled parent Bernadine Keaton, who 
is co-coordinator of fund-raising efforts 
for Allie.

People from the Edgerton Elementary 
neighborhood who heard about the movie 
night also stopped by the event, Keaton said. 
“They came to donate money and left.”

Co-coordinator Donna Drumm added, “It 
was absolutely shocking. I never expected 
that much money.”

Keaton and Drumm continue to volunteer 
to help raise funds for the Blankenship 
family through the Children’s Organ 
Transplant Association (COTA), a na-
tional charity dedicated to organizing and 
guiding communities in raising funds for 
transplant-needy patients. 

The school is planning more fund-raisers 
this spring, as Allie’s kidney transplant 
is considered a treatment, not a cure. She 
gets blood drawn three times a week and 
visits doctors at least twice a week to 
monitor her condition. She will be on im-
mune suppressants for the rest of her life 
and faces additional kidney transplants, 
possibly as early as another 10-15 years.

For now, however, Allie looks forward to 
returning to school and her friends.

Three days after her surgery, Allie posted 

a message on an Internet site that COTA 
sets up for patients to keep journals, for 
friends to make comments, and for the 
general community to learn more about 
the organization or give donations. The 
message said in part:

“Guess what! I get to eat chocolate. At 
5:00 Saturday December 8th. Really, I 
drank chocolate milk.”

To read more about Allie, visit 
http://cotaforallisonb.com.

Gas prices are up, new home sales are down, and overall the U.S. economy is sluggish.

That hasn’t stopped Puyallup School District employees from opening their pocket-
books and their hearts to give to the United Way.

For the second consecutive year, employees exceeded the district’s campaign goal. 
Contributions in the month-long campaign in October and November totaled more than 
$96,000, surpassing the districtwide goal by $6,000 and topping the previous year’s 
total amount by more than $1,000.

To read more about the record-setting year and the Children’s Emergency Fund, visit the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, click More District News.

house last fall, one of the parents, Tanya 
Harville, organized a bake sale that 
raised $550 for Logan.

Fruitland sixth-grade teacher Scott Cau-
fi eld, who is good friends with Logan’s 
father, has been trained on what to do 
if there are problems with the feeding 
tube at school. And Logan’s kindergarten 
teacher, Tobe Pesature, plans to tutor him 
at home after his stem cell transplant to 
keep him caught up on schoolwork. 

“You just feel like you are out on an 
island saying why us, why us?” said 
Logan’s dad, Jason Lewis. “Then there 
are all of these people who reach out and 
rally behind us. It’s amazing.”

To read more about Logan, visit 
www.loganjameslewis.com.

Kayli Alcarez, a seventh grader at Stahl Junior High School, received 
new eye glasses through the district’s Children’s Emergency Fund 
— one of several funds that employees designate to receive their 
United Way contributions.
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Student learning excels in full-day kindergarten program
At Karshner Elementary School, Rose-
mary Jones used show-and-tell time to 
bring her kindergarten students to the 
front of the school. On this day, students 
learned about the letter D, so Jones 
introduced them to something with which 
they could easily associate the letter – her 
pet dog.

The trip to and from the front of the 
school took just 15 minutes, but it is an 
example of the fl exibility and added op-
portunities made available in the district’s 
full-day kindergarten program.

“The time difference is really the key,” 
Jones said. 

After the show-and-tell session, students 
returned to the classroom to discuss dogs 
and further reinforce their learning about 
the letter D.

The district’s full-day kindergarten pro-
gram recently expanded to include service 
for students at the newly opened Carson 
and Edgerton elementary schools. Those 
schools do not have full-day kindergarten 
on site, but offer students the chance to 
enroll at neighboring schools.

Limited space and growing demand have 
combined to make the tuition-based pro-
gram a popular option. Waiting lists with 
more than 20 names are not uncommon.

The demand has grown as more parents 
discover the advantages of a full-day 
program. The added time, for example, 
allows Jones to conduct small reading 
groups with a handful of students. “Not 
only does it allow for deeper instruction,” 
she said, “but it allows for more individu-
alized instruction.”

Executive Director of Elementary School 

Leadership Lynne Rosellini said space in 
the program is generally limited to 160 
students spread across eight classrooms 
throughout the district.

Registration for the program involves an 
annual lottery system. Enrollment for the 
2008-09 school year is March 18-21, and 
the lottery is conducted soon after. Parents 
register at their individual schools. 

To accommodate students who don’t 
have full-day kindergarten programs on 
site, the district provides transportation 
to and from neighboring schools with the 
program.

The district’s kindergarten curriculum —

both in the half-day and full-day program 
— includes reading, math, science, music, 
art, and health and fi tness instruction. 

At the kindergarten level, teachers also 
work with students to promote productive 
classroom skills. While some students 
may be more accustomed to a classroom 
setting, for example, others may need 
more time to learn skills like working in 
a team, walking in line, and sharing with 
other students. 

“It really is about giving students that 
opportunity to learn at a little less hectic 
pace,” Rosellini said. “Once parents are 
involved in the program, they realize it is 
a full-fl edged learning environment.”

Shea Stellfox, a full-day kindergarten 
teacher at Northwood Elementary, has 
found that to be true with many of her 
students. 

“It’s also a nice segue into fi rst grade 
because the kids are used to the full day,” 
she said.

Amy Claeys, a parent with a daughter in 
Karshner’s full-day kindergarten class, 
said she initially had concerns about the 
program and how the full-day schedule 
would affect the teacher’s fl exibility to 
teach students at varying levels. 

“I’ve been highly impressed,” she said. “It 
gives kids a lot more opportunities to have 
exposure to academic learning.” 

Stellfox said it is important that parents 
understand that some kindergarten-age 
students may not be quite ready for six 
hours of school per day. Parents, she 
added, are a student’s fi rst teachers and 
should think carefully when considering 
the full-day program.

The application for the district’s full-day 
kindergarten includes a questionnaire to 
help parents determine if their child is 
ready for a full-day schedule. 

If a child cries or tires easily, for example, 
half-day kindergarten may be a better fi t. 
Also, students who are not able to attend 
small and large groups for six hours or 
who are unwilling to travel to a different 
school for class may be better suited in a 
half-day environment.

Tuition costs for next year have not been 
determined; however, students who qualify 
for reduced lunches also receive a reduced 
tuition fee. There is no tuition for students 
who qualify for free lunches.

From left, Rosemary Jones leads a small group reading exercise with 
Spencer Malgarin-Stone, Caleb Schriner and Liliana Ventura during 
the full-day kindergarten program at Karshner Elementary.

Puyallup school delegation travels to 
sister school in Shanghai, China
For the past 15 years, the Puyallup 
School District has fostered close ties 
with its sister school in China, the Shang-
hai #3 Girls High School.

This international partnership — the 
longest lasting of all countries participat-
ing in exchange programs with the girls 
school — was elevated to a new level 
in November when an eight-member 
delegation from the district traveled to 
Shanghai.

The group received a special invitation to 

attend the school’s 115th anniversary cel-
ebration and participate in an international 
conference on teaching science and math.

Superintendent Tony Apostle, secondary 
science instructional coach John Parker, 
Ballou Junior High language arts teacher 
Tamara Chipps, and China Program co-
ordinator Carolyn Freudenstein received 
special invitations to attend, speak, or 
teach at the international event.

They were joined by Apostle’s wife, 
Meeker Elementary School teacher Lori 
Apostle; their daughters, Elena, an eighth 
grader at Kalles Junior High and Mala, 
a ninth grader at Kalles; and Chipps’ 
husband, Jim. No district funds were used 
to pay for spouses and family members on 
the trip.

The group observed a typical school day 
in China and watched as Parker presented 
an interactive science lesson on acid rain 
in front of eager seventh graders in a class 
for beginning English learners.

Parker, who had written and previ-
ously sent the Shanghai school offi cials a 
3,000-word essay about effective science 
teaching, illustrated his fi ndings during the 
40-minute lesson.

He began by asking students to draw 
pictures of what they thought acid rain 
looked like. In small groups, they then 
reviewed their drawings and prior concep-
tions before Parker presented them with 
information and a hands-on experiment 
that challenged them to understand the 
concept of acid rain.

The 40 students were “completely en-
gaged in the lesson” as they used a straw 
to blow carbon dioxide into a container of 
rain water, which changed the acidity and 
color of the water, Parker said.

“I presented them with a conceptual ap-
proach rather than a series of facts,” he 
said. In the end, he asked them to refl ect 
and write about what they learned and 
how they learned it. “The key thing is for 
them to construct their own learning,” he 
said.

As students worked in small groups, 
Chipps walked around the classroom and 
helped students with their written English. 
“The students strive to have grammati-
cally perfect English, which was really ex-

citing for me,” Chipps said. “They truly 
understand that education is the key to a 
successful future in their country.” 

Shanghai school offi cials who sat in on 
Parker’s presentation later compared 
and contrasted Parker’s lesson with 
a similar one presented by a Chinese 
teacher to another classroom of same-
age students.

Parker’s Chinese counterpart used more 
of a traditional lecture format, he said, 
but also incorporated some hands-on 
activities.

“They applauded the format I used, 

Students at the Shanghai #3 Girls High School in China work on an 
interactive lesson on acid rain presented by Puyallup School District 
secondary science instructional coach John Parker. 

continued on page 11

photos courtesy of Carolyn Freudenstein

The Shanghai World Financial 
Center completes construction 
this year and is the second tallest 
building in the world.
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To the delight of some, and the dismay 
of others, Rogers High School gradu-
ate Brandon Gibson was a key to the 
Washington State Cougar’s victory in this 
year’s Apple Cup.

The junior wide receiver’s late-game touch-
down reception gave the Cougars the win in 
a high-scoring game against their 
Washington Husky rivals.

“It was surprising because no one 
was near me,” Gibson said of his 
wide-open touchdown catch.

The game-winning catch high-
lighted a strong day and season 
for the Puyallup School District 
graduate. Gibson fi nished the 
game with six receptions, includ-
ing two for touchdowns, and 137 
receiving yards.

Gibson also fi nished the season with nine 
touchdowns and 1,180 receiving yards 
— a WSU single-season yardage record.

He was a fi rst-team All-Pac-10 pick at 
receiver and made the third-team All-
America squad of Phil Steele, a national 
publisher of a football guide and Web site. 

Gibson graduated from Rogers High 
School in 2005, where he said he enjoyed 
his math and history classes in addition to 
tearing up the football fi eld and basketball 
court.

At Washington State University, Gibson 
has followed his interests by majoring in 
history. While some may assume learning 
about history is all about memorizing dates 
and facts, Gibson said he is more interested 

in the signifi cance of historic events.

“It’s not ‘who, what, or where?’,” he said. 
“It’s more ‘why?’ Why stuff happened. 
That’s the most interesting part.”

Despite having a passion for history, 
Gibson also has his eye on the future. Last 

month he fi led paperwork to be 
evaluated for the National Football 
League (NFL) draft. The process 
included sending video of his 
game fi lm to six NFL teams, who 
compared him to other players 
also hoping to get into the draft.

This month, Gibson announced 
he will return to the Cougars for 
his senior year and consider en-
tering the NFL draft next year.

In a newspaper interview, Gibson said he 
wanted to return to WSU to further im-
prove his chances of making it to the NFL.

Gibson said he is looking forward to 
returning to WSU and perhaps taking 
the Cougars to a bowl game. During his 
senior year, Gibson will play for new 
Cougars coach Paul Wulff who recently 
replaced Bill Doba as head coach.

Rogers High School Athletic Director Peter 
Collins recalls watching Gibson play both 
football and basketball for the Rams. “He 
is a great kid. It makes me pretty excited to 
see how successful he is,” Collins said.

As an announcer for the Rams football 
and basketball games, Collins had an up-
close view of Gibson’s abilities.

“He is very talented athletically and you 

can tell from playing high school football 
and basketball that his athletic gifts were 
going to carry him well beyond the high 
school level,” Collins said.

Kebra Thompson, a math teacher at Rog-
ers, recalled Gibson’s academic growth 
during his high school years. “He certainly 
improved as a math student from one year 
to the next,” she said. “By the time he was 
a senior, he was a great math student.”

Gibson’s mother, Marlene Williams, said 
she’s proud of his accomplishments and 
the maturity he’s shown. She said he can 
“do whatever he sets his mind to.”

Rogers Football Coach Gene Bowen 
praised Gibson both as an athlete and as 
a student. “He was a pleasure to have in 
class,” Bowen said. “He had a magnetic 
personality and was popular with students 
and staff because he seemed to always be 
in a positive mood.”

Whenever Gibson decides to hang up his 
cleats, Bowen said coaching could be a 
possibility. “He was a natural while he 
coached at our kids football camp, and I 
would not be surprised to see him doing 
something along that line when his play-
ing days are done.  He is a great football 
player, but an even better person.”

Rogers High graduate is key to Apple Cup victory 

but it was powerful to see the progress 
the Chinese have made at this school,” 
Parker said. “This school is turning major 
corners in understanding good teaching 
and instructional practices.”

Parker also commended the school for 
selecting the topic of acid rain. The city 
is trying to improve the manufacturing 
and production trade to lower emis-
sions and other harmful effects on the 
environment.

Superintendent Apostle praised 
Parker’s presentation. “It was thrill-
ing to see John so skillfully present his 
scientifi c knowledge about the causes 
and effects of acid rain and other indus-
trial pollution. The rapidly developing 
Chinese economy must grapple with 
industrial emissions. The environmen-
tal impact is critical worldwide.”

Parker taught chemistry at Puyallup 
High School for eight years before 
relocating to China in summer 2003 to 
teach chemistry and serve as associate 
principal at the Shanghai Community 
International School. He returned to the 
Puyallup School District last year as an 
instructional science coach.

Xing Wei, assistant director of the 
International Education department at 
Shanghai #3 Girls High School, sent 
an e-mail to Freudenstein commending 
Puyallup’s involvement in the 
conference. 

“The idea of parallel classes is unique 

and was given full attention by experts,” 
Wei wrote. “Famous newspapers and 
TV channels reported the big event as 
a successful meeting on comparative 
education.”

Shanghai school offi cials also invited 
Apostle to share some brief remarks 
during the school’s 115th anniversary 
celebration. The event featured a march-
ing band, choir, string orchestra, Chinese 
instruments, ethnic dancing, and profes-
sional child dancers.

The girls school is a public school that 
hosts the academic elite from the Shang-
hai area. The Puyallup delegation thanked 
their hosts by presenting school offi cials 

with framed Puyallup School District 
artwork.

The trip agenda also included time for 
sight-seeing.

The tourists crossed the zigzag bridge in 
Yu Garden and shopped and bargained in 
the market there, ate authentic Chinese 
food, watched the city lights at night from 
The Bund waterfront, took photographs 
at the base of some of the world’s tallest 
buildings, and returned home with a new 
appreciation of the importance of this 
country in the global economy.

Superintendent Apostle said he was 
“amazed” at the rapid emergence of sky-

scrapers that have sprung up in recent 
years on the Pudong skyline across the 
river from Shanghai.

The distinctive 1,535-foot Oriental Pearl 
Tower, with 11 spheres, three observa-
tory decks, and a revolving restaurant, is 
an icon in Shanghai much like the Space 
Needle is in Seattle.

The 88-story Jin Mao tower located 
nearby is mainland China’s second tall-
est skyscraper, having been surpassed 
last year by the Shanghai World Finan-
cial Center. The Financial Center, which 
is slated to fi nish construction this year, 
is the world’s second tallest skyscraper 
at 1,614 feet and 101 fl oors.

Freudenstein, who has made frequent 
visits to China over the past several 
decades, said, “Twenty years ago there 
was nothing on that skyline. Now, one-
third of all of the world’s construction 
cranes are there.”

Shanghai is China’s biggest and most 
advanced city, located in the middle 
of the east coast. The city is home to 
18.45 million people — a 2.07 million 
increase since the year 2000 — and is 
China’s most important port, commer-
cial hub, and industrial center. Invest-
ment in Shanghai has increased substan-
tially in the past decade, giving rise to a 
huge construction boom.

“The importance of getting to know China 
and getting involved with China was a 
major part of the trip,” Freudenstein said.

Parker added, “There is no better way to 
understand diversity than to be 
immersed in it.”

Shanghai #3 Girls High School hosts join the Puyallup delegation 
(from left) Tamara Chipps; Carolyn Freudenstein; Lori and Tony 
Apostle; John Parker; and Elena and Mala Apostle.

Trip to Shanghai
continued from page 10

Rogers High School graduate Brandon Gibson makes a game-winning 
touchdown catch for the Washington State Cougars versus their rival 
Washington Huskies.

photos courtesty of Washington State University Sports Information

Brandon 
Gibson

            Where are they now?
This is the fourth in a series of articles about the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of 
Connections this year will feature one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and 
photos will chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.
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Teachers earn prestigious National Board Certifi cation 
This year, 13 Puyallup School District edu-
cators earned the right to be called National 
Board Certifi ed Teachers, joining nearly 
500 new recipients statewide. The credential 
ranks among the highest teachers can earn.

Gaye Lantz, director of student learn-
ing, professional development, said the 
National Board Certifi cate was created 
to recognize experienced educators. It 
signifi es that a teacher or school counselor 
is accomplished and has met challenging 
professional standards.

The educators were recognized earlier 
this month by the Puyallup School Board. 
They are:

Ron Baltazar, Ferrucci Junior High
Michele Bledsoe, Woodland Elementary
Chris Carlson, Kalles Junior High
Sue Corak, Spinning Elementary
Trish DeGroot, Stahl Junior High
Dorothy Espedal-Johnson, Woodland 
Elementary
Melissa Herrell, Shaw Road Elementary
Lorraine Hirakawa, Ballou Junior High
Donna Knudson, Hunt Elementary
Nancy Mcilraith, Hunt Elementary
Kris Njos, Fruitland Elementary
Bev Query, Ridgecrest Elementary
Jenifer Willis, Fruitland Elementary 

Certifi cation can take as long as three 
years to complete, Lantz said. Applicants 
must submit a portfolio and take a written 
assessment. A panel of educators scores 
each application.

Recipients are expected to adhere to fi ve 
core qualities outlined by the National 
Board for Professional Teaching Standards.

These core qualities begin by stating that  

teachers and counselors should be commit-
ted to their students and their learning.

Teachers should also know their subjects 
well and know how to teach the subject to 
students, as well as have the responsibility for 
managing and monitoring student learning.

Additionally, recipients must think system-
atically about their practice and learn from 
past experiences. Finally, certifi ed teachers 
are expected to be members of the learning 
community.

This year’s National Board Certifi ed teachers, from left with Puyallup School Board President Kathy 
Affl erbaugh and Superintendent Tony Apostle are: Melissa Herrell, Chris Carlson, Lorraine Hirakawa, Bev 
Query, Nancy Mcilraith, Michele Bledsoe, Dorothy Espedal-Johnson, Kris Njos, Trish DeGroot, Donna 
Knudson, Sue Corak, Jenifer Willis, and Ron Baltazar. On the far right is Gaye Lantz, director of student 
learning, professional development.

The Puyallup School District has 
partnered with Consumer Counseling 
Northwest and local mortgage lenders 
to offer free homeownership seminars.

The program is called “Get the Facts! 
Dispelling the Myths of Home Buy-
ing.” National mortgage investor 
Freddie Mac created the Get the Facts! 
workshops to offer clear information 
and advice to those interested in buying 
a home.

“It’s geared toward those preparing to 
buy a home, and we’re going to help 
get you there,” said Lynn Stellick, the 
school district’s director of human 
resources.

Two workshops are scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. February 7 and 12 at Sunrise Ele-
mentary. Both workshops are expected 
to last two hours. 

The workshops are open to community 
members or district employees inter-
ested in purchasing a home.
.

Stellick said the workshops will focus 
on educating prospective homebuyers 
and providing them with a variety of 
resources such as interest rate pro-
grams and down payment assistance 
programs.

Representatives from fi nancial institu-
tions will be available to answer ques-
tions, Stellick said. 

Sunrise Elementary is located at 2323 
39th Ave. S.E. in Puyallup. To register 
for the February workshops, call Laura 
Rodriguez at (253) 588-1858, ext. 109.

District hosts 
home ownership 
workshops

World Week gives students a global perspective
Emerald Ridge High School students 
recently dedicated an entire week to learn-
ing on a global scale. 

During World Week, 65 school advi-
sory groups represented 65 nations from 
around the world. Each group spent the 
week delving deep inside the history, 
culture, and contemporary issues that face 
their respective countries.

The World Week event kicked off with a 
parade of nations, where representatives 
from each group carried their country’s 
fl ag through a processional in the gym. 
In the stands, students waved fl ags and 
signs, cheering as their countries were 
introduced.

Executive Director of Diversity Affairs 
Gerald Denman spoke to students during 
the opening ceremony and told students to 
look forward to a worthwhile event.

“You folks are in for a fantastic week,” he 
said.

Denman stressed the importance of re-
spect and for learning about others. In his 
own life, Denman said he learned early on 
that it does not matter what a person looks 
like or what country they are from. “You 
treat them the same. You treat them like 
family,” he said.

While they learned about other countries, 
Denman also encouraged students to 
learn more about each other. “Have you 
ever gone past the surface level? I call it 
‘ATQ,’ for ‘Ask The Question’,” Denman 
said. “You’ve got friends around here. Dig 
a little deeper.”

Emerald Ridge High Principal Brian 
Lowney urged students to spend World 
Week delving past the notions and char-
acteristics typically associated with other 
countries and cultures.

“We hope you go beyond the stereotypes 
you see on TV and actually learn about a 
culture this week,” he said.

Outside each classroom, students also 
worked to create informational booths 
representing each country. During the fi nal 
day of World Week, students staffed the 
booths during a World’s Fair. Juniors Liz 
Perez and Paige Davenport helped deco-
rate their booth in the green, yellow, and 
red of their country, the Republic of Mali.

Both students said they learned a lot about the 
West African country’s fi nancial and health 
conditions. “We’re very poor,” Perez said.

During the week students attended regular 
classes, called seminars, where curricu-
lum focused on their respective countries. 
Students also researched their county’s 
history, culture, and current situations.

Armed with their newfound knowledge, 
students tackled fi ve key international 
issues — the environment, weapons of 
mass destruction, human rights, popula-
tion, and the AIDS epidemic. Each group 
worked to pass resolutions on each topic 
and debate their points of views in a 
Model United Nations meeting.

Lowney said he wanted students to con-
nect with the countries and cultures they 
encountered during World Week. 

“The hope is that, for at least a week, they 
would be able to put themselves in some-
one else’s shoes,” he said.

To read more about and see additional 
photos of World Week, visit the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
On the Home page, click More District 
News.

Emerald Ridge High sophomores (from left) Chelsy Atwood, Gurleen 
Rana, Chance Irwin, and Kriziely Breton work on various aspects of 
their presentation and informational booth representing Syria.

With 484 educators receiving National 
Board Certifi cates this year, Washington 
ranks fi fth in the nation for new recipients. 

Overall, the state’s 1,792 recipients place 
Washington in the top ten for total certi-
fi ed educators. This year’s 13 recipients 
means the Puyallup School District now 
employs 24 National Board Certifi ed 
teachers and counselors.

Lantz introduced each teacher at the 
school board meeting and praised them 

for the efforts they underwent to receive 
National Board certifi cation.

“Earning their National Board is a highly 
rigorous professional endeavor,” she said.

Lantz also asked previous National Board 
recipients who attended the meeting to 
stand and be recognized.

During the meeting, each new National 
Board recipient received a fl ower, certifi -
cate, and a gold name badge as they each 
shook hands with each board member.


