
Puyallup High School art students are 
hard at work this spring creating an 
outdoor art sculpture that represents 
patriotism and celebrates different cultures 
as a lasting tribute to a long-time local 
supporter of the arts.

The 6-foot-high and 12-foot-long American 
fl ag art will combine the skills and talents 
of students in the school’s ceramics class, 
metal and glass arts programs, and art club.

Plans are to install the memorial sculpture 
in front of the school gym this spring and 
dedicate it to the late Gary Geppert, Sr., 
one of the founders of Valley Arts United 
(VAU).

Geppert’s wife, Verlaine, and two chil-
dren, Gary, Jr. and Jolaine, graduated from 
Puyallup High. He was vice president 
and general manager of Vancouver Door 
Company adjacent to the high school. The 
Puyallup resident worked there for 31 
years before his death in 2003. Geppert 
also served in the U.S. Coast Guard.

“He had a real passion for the arts,” his 
daughter, Jolaine (Geppert) Aho said. “He 
was an all-American boy who appreciated 
what each culture brings to this nation.”

The fl ag will feature 13 metal stripes that 
will be joined to posts in several sections. 
The stripes will be angled in a zigzag 

pattern as if waving in the 
wind.

Fifty metal stars embel-
lished with different colors 
of clay, glass, copper, 
brass, and aluminum will 
be welded onto the stripes 
to represent different cul-
tures and countries. 

Student artists will create 
and submit 100 stars to the 
Geppert family, which will 
select 50 for display.

A metal post will stand 
next to the fl ag and have an 
“All are Welcome” mes-
sage inscribed in different 
languages on all four sides.

The project is being 
funded by the Geppert 
family, which wanted to 
create a lasting contribu-
tion to the arts in Gary’s 
memory. They requested 
donations to Valley Arts 
United in lieu of fl owers at 
his memorial service fi ve 
years ago.

Ever since, family mem-
bers have been search-
ing for a fi tting sculpture 
through Arts Downtown 
that would refl ect Gary’s “love of coun-
try, community, and family, and bring his 
memory to life.”

The idea of involving high school students 
was pitched by VAU member Rosemary 

Eckerson. She contacted Puyallup High 
art teacher Becky Lathrop, who assigned 
the project to her art students.

Students Kayleigh Bennett and Jessica 
Puyallup High sophomore Sabrina McNulty shares with fellow art 
club members her design of a Celtic knot that she will make out of 
different colors of glass for an outdoor sculpture.

continued on page 5
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Dance teaches 
skills and

culture

 Alumni  join
Rogers choral

director on stage

Debbie 
Munson 
tributes 94 7
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Students blend patriotism and diversity in sculpture

Music teacher is inducted 
into statewide Hall of Fame

Kathy Gustafson teaches music at Carson Elementary School.

After 24 years of sharing her love of 
music with Puyallup students and staff, 
Kathy Gustafson has won the high honor 
of being inducted into the Washington 
Music Educator’s Association (WMEA) 
Hall of Fame.

Gustafson, who teaches general music this 
year at Carson and Firgrove elementary 
schools, was touted for her achievements 
in music education — both in Puyallup 
and across the state — during last month’s 
WMEA convention in Yakima.

“Kathy is an outstanding music educator 
and administrator,” said WMEA Execu-
tive Manager Bruce Caldwell. “Her skills 

with her students and her colleagues carry 
an impact that lasts a lifetime. She repre-
sents the best of the profession in the best 
of ways — with skills, talent, caring, and 
class. She is truly one of our fi nest.”

The Hall of Fame was established to 
give recognition for exceptional support, 
inspiration, and outstanding contribution 
to the growth and development of music 
education, both public and private, in the 
state of Washington.

A maximum of 10 members are selected 
every two years and inducted at the 

Senior Michael Potter fi les his hand-crafted star 
in Puyallup High School’s metals class.



Celebrating the arts in our school district
This edition of Connections features the 
enriching elements of the district’s highly 
acclaimed arts programs. We are proud 
to honor the students and teachers who 
represent the long-held reputation of our 
high-quality vocal and instrumental 
music, art, and drama/theater programs.

As a result of voter passage of the local 
maintenance and operations levies, the 
district is able to offer a variety of second-
ary and elementary performing arts pro-
grams. The state Legislature does not fully 
fund the arts programs that are available 
in this district, so we rely on levy money 
to make these offerings a reality.

We are fortunate that each year thousands 
of junior high and high school students 
have the opportunity to receive instruc-
tion in a wide array of daily arts courses. 
Elementary-level students also benefi t by 
receiving weekly instruction throughout 
the year. Unfortunately, not all school 
districts in the state can offer the diverse 
number of arts programs during the school 
day as we are able to provide our students. 

Dr. Paul Houston, Executive Director 
of the American Association of School 
Administrators stated, “There are things 
you need for a healthy society. Music is 
one of them.”  

The Puyallup School District has made it a 
priority to provide the curriculum and staff 
to ensure that students have an enriching, 
vibrant arts experience. Many of our high 
school graduates have moved on to earn 
advanced degrees and lead professional ca-
reers in the arts. We are also fortunate to at-
tract some of the fi nest teaching staff in the 
state who have served as outstanding role 
models to inspire, motivate, and guide our 

aspiring student instrumental musicians, 
vocalists, visual artists, and actors. To that 
end, Puyallup educators have been honored 
for their exemplary contributions by the 
Washington Music Educators Association 
(WMEA) by being inducted into its Hall 
of Fame. This spring, our very deserving 
elementary music teacher Kathy Gustafson 
was honored as Puyallup’s newest member 
of the WMEA Hall of Fame. To read more 
about her honor and see the list of past 
district honorees, see the article that begins 
on page one.

Maintaining a connected balance in our 
course offerings is fundamental to ensuring 
that our students achieve at greater levels 
in math, science, reading, writing, and the 
arts. As education writer Terri Duggan 
Schwartzbeck offered, “‘Good teachers’ 
and ‘good schools’ don’t cut the arts when 
faced with reading and math challenges; 
therefore nobody should have to.”

I hope you enjoy reading about the stu-
dents and staff who participate and lead 
our excellent arts programs.

Bruce
Dammeier

Tony Apostle
Superintendent
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Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
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Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, PO Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
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Puyallup School District No. 3 
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regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
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(Larry Sera, assistant superintendent 
of human resources) at 302 Second 
St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.  Phone:  
(253) 841-8645. 
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Joshua Scott, a seventh grader at Stahl 
Junior High, has won national recogni-
tion for a poster he created last year to 
illustrate school bus safety rules. 

Scott won second place in his grade divi-
sion and a $250 savings bond from the Na-
tional Association for Pupil Transportation.

His colorful poster shows children board-
ing a school bus on one side of a busy city 
street and a line-up of cars on the other 
side. The stop arm is prominent on the 
bus, and in the background are the words, 
“Stop on Red, Kids Ahead!”

Entries were judged based on the relation-
ship of the poster design to the school bus 
safety practices, originality of the poster 
and how the idea is expressed in the de-
sign, artwork and its execution, and visual 
impact of the design.

“I was very surprised and in a little bit of 
shock,” Scott said upon hearing the news he 
had won.

The Puyallup School Board shared the 
good news at its regular board meeting 
last month and presented the 13-year-old 
with a certifi cate of recognition.

I spent the evening on Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day at the Kalles Junior High “Jazz 
Night Out” — a chance for the school jazz 
band to jam for the community. As is often 
the case when I see our students in action, 

I came away very im-
pressed on many levels 
— mostly because 
of the many connec-
tions that I witnessed 
throughout the night. 

As I watched these 
young “players” (I 
also learned that 
musicians who play 
jazz are referred to 
as “players”), I was 

struck by the strong positive connection 
they had both with the music and their 
school. I was reminded of how fortunate 
we are in this district to have a strong and 
stable fi nancial foundation that enables us 
to continue to offer robust music and arts 
experiences for students. Sadly, many oth-

Jazz night connects school and community
er school districts have been forced to cut 
back or eliminate these activities. Hearing 
the 10 different pieces with countless so-
los gave testament to the benefi ts of strong 
music programs within our schools.

Secondly, I witnessed the power of a 
dedicated teacher and the impact they have 
when they connect with their students. 
Robin Blumenthal, a veteran band teacher, 
is in her fi rst year at Kalles. She took over 
a strong program and made it her own, and 
her relationship with her students was evi-
dent to everyone. A combination of teacher, 
mom, and cheerleader, Mrs. Blumenthal 
beamed as her players performed. She was 
especially bright when ninth grader Sara 
Rose took over the director’s baton for 
one piece and when ninth grader Emma 
Englund played her fi rst-ever solo.

Next came a rather unique connection, 
and this was one that I did not anticipate. 
Mrs. Blumenthal’s program joined players 
from the broader music community with 

the students. Jeff Corwin, a professional 
saxophonist with Yamaha, spent the day 
with the students teaching a seminar. Then 
he spent the evening with them, jamming 
with the rest of the sax section. Addition-
ally, one of the student’s fathers, Don 
Rose, was the vocalist for two numbers.

The fi nal connection was with the parents 
and our broader community. The band 
parents labored over many aspects of 
this fundraiser, including fi nding auction 
items, coordinating setup, and handling 
cleanup. It illustrated again how blessed 
we are in our district to have active and 
involved parents. Additionally, there were 
many proud grandparents, as well as 
aunts, uncles, and others in the audience, 
applauding wildly in support of the band.

While this was a great event, it was by 
no means unique in the district. It typifi es 
the connections that our talented staff, 
students, and community are making on a 
regular basis through music and the arts.

“Joshua, we are so proud of you. You are 
an award-winning artist,” boasted Pam 
McDonald, driver trainer in the Puyallup 
School District.

His poster won him the top honor at 
both the regional and state competitions 
in his grade division before moving 
on to take second place at the national 
competition.

Last year was the second year that the 
Puyallup School District participated in 
the annual bus safety poster contest. More 
than 360 students from throughout the dis-
trict submitted posters based on the con-
test theme, “Stop on Red, Kids Ahead.”

The 13-year-old, who plans to pursue art 
as a career, said he will use some of the 
money to purchase art supplies.

Bus safety poster wins national award

Stahl Junior High student Joshua Scott displays his winning bus 
safety poster, which took second place in the nation. With him is Pam 
McDonald, driver trainer in the Puyallup School District.

Board Member’s Message



Restaurant showcases student art in gallery
As a beginning painter, Joe Fiske is al-
ready well known in the community.

His artwork, along with more than a doz-
en of his fellow Puyallup High School 
students, was prominently displayed 
recently on the walls of the Riverside 
Mongolian Grill Restaurant on River 
Road in Puyallup.

A new partnership between the restaurant 
and the school has resulted in a rotating 
gallery of student art that launched in 
October and features 20 new pieces of 
artwork almost every month.

The art represents work done in painting, 
studio art, design, drawing, and photogra-
phy classes.

“It’s been hugely motivating for students,” 
said art teacher Becky Lathrop. “The kids 
and the parents are so excited about it, and 
it gives them something to work for.”

Lathrop submits about 50 art pieces to 
the restaurant management, which nar-
rows the choice to 20 for display. The 
title and student artist name is posted 
with each selection.

Community members vote for their fa-
vorite piece by fi lling out a “Patron’s 
Choice” award ballot. The pre-printed 
ballot sheets are placed in a container 
with pencils on every table, and guests 
drop their entries in a ballot box just 
inside the restaurant entrance. Typically, 
400-500 votes are cast each month, said 
restaurant manager Suk Kim.

Winners receive fi ve free dinners for 
fi rst place, three meals for second, and 

one for third. Everyone who participates 
receives a coupon for $3 off a lunch.

Meanwhile, students like Joe Fiske get a 
month of fame in the hometown gallery. 
Fiske won third place in the Patron’s 
Choice contest.

“It’s great having my work on display,” 
said Fiske, a junior interested in pursuing 
a career in graphic design. His water-
color features two electric guitars in the 
foreground with multicolored guitar picks 
fi lling the background.

Kim said patrons enjoy seeing the student 
work and voting for their favorites. “The 

students do such professional work,” she 
said. “It’s not easy picking our favorites 
because they are all very good.” 

A space set aside on ballots for customers 
to make comments were fi lled with praise 
for the artwork on display in January. 
The comments ranged from “nice use 
of color” to “it looks like it took a lot of 
effort and skill.”

Lathrop praised the restaurant manage-
ment for choosing to decorate their 
business with student work. “They have 
been very generous, and it’s a wonderful 
partnership in support of our students and 
our art programs.”

Puyallup High School junior Joe Fiske stands with Riverside Mongolian 
Grill manager Suk Kim in front of his painting that was displayed last 
month in the school’s rotating art exhibit at the restaurant.

When new Carson Elementary School 
opened last fall, the number of students 
who walked through the doors immediate-
ly made it the largest of all of the district’s 
22 elementary schools.

Since then the school has continued to 
enroll new students and now exceeds its 
building capacity by nearly 50 students.

Upwards of 100 cars regularly snake 
through the Carson Elementary parking 
lot and spill onto the roadway leading 
into the school at dismissal time each 
day. Some parents even arrive as much as 
an hour ahead to be among the fi rst cars 
in line.

“It was very surprising to me that there 
would be so many cars,” said Michelle 
Menrath, one of the regulars in the front of 
the line. “I live right across the street, but 
I drive here because it’s my 2-year-old’s 
naptime and my fi rst-grade son isn’t al-
lowed to walk home alone. She just sleeps 

Enrollment projections show steady growth
in the back seat while I sit and wait.”

The school was originally planned for 
550 students, but district offi cials re-
viewed the growth in the area and upped 
the capacity to 750. “Given the land 
capacity we had, that’s about as big as we 
could go,” said Debra Aungst, assistant 
superintendent of education support. “It’s 
not just the physical building that has to 
be considered, but also appropriate park-
ing and playground space.”

The amount of time it takes to pass con-
struction bonds and the subsequent years 
it takes to build schools make it diffi cult 
to keep up with the infl ux of students, 
especially in rapidly growing areas.

Carson Elementary Principal Arturo Gon-
zalez said the school does its best to ac-
commodate the large numbers. Band class 
is held in the gym, for example, when the 
music room is in use. Small group instruc-
tion takes place on the gym stage.

Grandparent’s Day, typically celebrated 
the second Friday in January, was spread 
over several days this year so there would 
be enough parking. School lunches are 
also staggered by grade level on a daily 
basis so that every student has a place to 
sit in the cafeteria.

“We are also preparing now for the likeli-
hood that we will need to use our two por-
tables as classrooms in the fall,” Gonzalez 
said. Carson opened with two portables on 
site in anticipation of future use.

More students are expected to enroll at 
Carson in September, and the forecast is 
much the same for neighboring schools, 
according to recently released enrollment 
projections for the 2008-09 school year.

2008-09 enrollment projections

A consultant hired by the district to 
prepare enrollment projections predicts 
district enrollment will increase by 110 
students next year, with the majority of 
new students showing up in elementary 
schools.

Many of the new students are expected 
to enroll at schools on the southwest end 
of the district, where the biggest surge of 
new home construction is taking place.

This year alone, there are 592 more 
students in elementary schools in the 
southwest region than the schools were 
built to serve, according to January enroll-
ment counts.

“That is more than enough students to fi ll 
an entire elementary school,” Aungst said.

Enrollment growth is also projected at 
the high school level, while the junior 
high schools will remain about the same 
and have enrollment spread among seven 

continued on page 9
Carson Elementary school has the most students of all of the district’s 
22 elementary schools and is nearly 50 students over its capacity.
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The annual Elementary Honors Concert, 
featuring 300-plus band, orchestra, and 
choral students, will be held at 7 p.m. 
Monday, May 19 at Rogers High School.

Directors for this year’s program are 
Stephanie Magnusson and Paula Evjen 
(choral), Todd Giltner and Catherine 
Johnson (orchestra), and Gary Jacobson 
and Jim Hunt (band).
 
Rogers High School is located at 12801 
86th Ave. E. on South Hill.

Elementary Honors 
Concert is May 19

Students, parents, and community mem-
bers are invited to Karshner Museum 
Family Days in April, May, and June.

Family Days are opportunities for 
participants to learn more about the 
museum while enjoying arts and crafts, 
artifact hunts, and special events that 
relate to a specifi c theme.

Karshner Museum 
sets Family Days

There are two options for highly capable 
elementary students in the Puyallup 
School District’s QUEST Program.

In the pullout option, selected students 
in grades one through six spend one full 
day per school week at the QUEST en-
richment center. Testing for the pullout 
option occurs in September.

In the self-contained option, selected 
students in grades three through six 
attend a full-time program at one of 
two regional sites. Testing for the self-
contained option takes place in April 
and May.

Best served in the self-contained set-
ting are students whose accelerated 
rate of learning makes it diffi cult for 
differentiated instruction in the regular 
classroom.

Meeker and Zeiger elementary schools 
both house a 3/4 grade classroom and 
a 5/6 grade classroom. Staff, parents, 
students, or community members may 
nominate students.

A Parent Permission for Assessment 
form, available at all elementary schools 
or the QUEST offi ce, must be com-
pleted by the parent and submitted to 
QUEST before the selection process can 
take place.

For more information, contact the 
QUEST offi ce at (253) 841-8751.

QUEST testing in 
April and May

The next Family Day on April 12 focuses 
on world and local poverty and will be 
hosted by Spinning Elementary School. 
Edgerton Elementary will host the May 3 
Family Day about Oceania and Preserva-
tion Day, and Stewart Elementary will 
prepare presentations and activities about 
the U.S. Civil War on June 7.

Family Days are held between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. at the Karshner Museum, 
309 Fourth St. N.E. in Puyallup. Cost 
is $3 per person or $10 per family. 
For more information, contact Beth 
Bestrom, museum curator, at (253) 
841-8748.



Principal Scott Brittain
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Yakima conference. Honorees’ names 
are featured on a “Wall of Fame” in the 
new Hertz Hall music building at Central 
Washington University.

Gustafson’s name joins the following 
other distinguished music educators from 
Puyallup: Todd Giltner, Jim Hunt, Peggy 
Burrough, Dick Graham, Bob McNa-
mara, Greg Goss, Tom Anderson, Bruce 
Caldwell, Don McCaw, Jack Francis, Bob 
Miller, and Ed Krenz.

“I’m so thrilled to be included with my 
mentors and long-admired colleagues,” 
she said.

Gustafson began her teaching career in the 
Puyallup School District in 1970 as Bal-
lou Junior High’s fi rst choir director. Over 
the years, she has taught choir, orchestra, 
general music and — in her early years 
— careers, speech, and aerobics.

She also served six years as the school 
district’s music coordinator, one year as 
its arts coordinator, and implemented an 
instrument donation program to assist 
students who couldn’t otherwise afford to 
purchase or rent instruments.

“The Puyallup music community owes 
great thanks for the many years of out-
standing service she has had, and contin-
ues to have, working in our district,” said 
Bruce Leonardy, band director at Rogers 
High School and one who nominated 
Gustafson for the award.

At the state level, Gustafson has served in 
numerous capacities, including a member 
of the Offi ce of the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction Arts Assessment Lead-
ership Team. In this role, she spent four 
years helping to write arts assessments 
for all fi fth, eighth, and tenth graders in 
Washington.

She also has been active with the WMEA 
organization, serving as its administrative 
curriculum offi cer, in-service provider, 
and a conference presenter. In 2006, she 
was named “Outstanding Music Educator” 
for the WMEA Valley region.

Closer to home, Gustafson’s efforts in 
music education continue to be felt in 
classrooms across the district where sev-
eral of her former students are now music 
teachers themselves.

“As a former student, I saw the way she 
challenged her choirs to learn and grow. 

Now as a colleague, I see how she encour-
ages music teachers to raise the bar,” said 
Jennifer Gorham, music teacher at Shaw 
Road Elementary.

Another former student, Carmen Van 
Soest, remembers her days in the high 
school choir.

“I was one of the lucky students who had 
her as a teacher at Puyallup High,” said 
Van Soest, a vocal and general music 
teacher at Ridgecrest Elementary School. 
“Her level of musicianship, professional-
ism, and strong character is above and 
beyond the average choir teacher … I am 
fortunate today to say that I now have 
Mrs. Gustafson as a colleague.”

Gustafson said she always knew she 
would become a music teacher, and her 

enthusiasm in the classroom is infectious. 
On a recent day at Carson Elementary, she 
taught a roomful of 50 fi rst graders how to 
draw a treble clef.

She also helped lead them in singing 
songs about Jack Frost, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and a wiggly, jiggly loose tooth 
to recognize students who had either lost 
or were close to losing a tooth that week.

First grader Hannah Isom said her favorite 
class activity is singing and described 
Gustafson as “fun.”

Not much has changed in 24 years. “Her 
passion for music and her students is truly 
unsurpassed,” said Edgerton Elementary 
teacher Kendall Looney, who sang in 
three choirs at Puyallup High. “There was 
never a day when I didn’t look forward to 
choir.”

In the community, Gustafson has served 
on the boards of Valley Arts United, the 
Tacoma Philharmonic Inc., and the Green 
River Community College Arts Search 
and Inquiry Committee.

She was also the choir director for Puyal-
lup United Methodist Church for 13 years 
and has been a music education and choral 
methods class presenter for Pacifi c Lu-
theran University, University of Washing-
ton, and Central Washington University.

Gustafson comes from a family of musi-
cians, including a father who was presi-
dent of the Whatcom Symphony and a 
mother who taught piano lessons and 
was the church choir director and organ-
ist. One of her two daughters, Erin, plays 
oboe in the New York City opera and bal-
let, and her son-in-law, Daniel Ott, teaches 
at The Juilliard School of Music.

“Music is a part of my life every single 
day,” she said. 

Hall of Fame inductee Kathy Gustafson joins (from left) Washington 
Music Educators Association President Don Clausen, President-Elect 
Mark Lane, and Past President Dave Weatherred in Yakima. 

Some came from across the country, while 
others drove down the street. No matter 
where their adult lives have taken them, 
more than 150 former students joined Rog-
ers High School choral director Pat Michel 
for his fi nal holiday concert in December.

Michel will retire this summer after 25 
years of service in this district — the past 
16 spent at Rogers High. 

Michel told a packed house in the Per-
forming Arts Center that it is a tradition 
each holiday concert to invite former 
students to the stage to take part in a song.

For his fi nal holiday concert with Rogers, 
alums poured out of the stands and gath-
ered on stage for one more performance 
with the respected teacher.

Michel said he was overwhelmed by the 
number of former students who took part 
in the concert. The moment, he said, ranks 
as one of the high points in his life.

“It was just jaw-dropping to watch them 
come up there,” he said.

Michel addressed the audience and talked 
about attending Rogers as a student when 
it opened in 1968. He went on to teach at 
Kalles Junior High (1988-91), Puyallup 
High School (1988-1991), and after a year 
of volunteer work returned to begin teach-
ing in 1992 at Rogers High. 

He said the area has demonstrated a strong 
support for the arts, adding he hopes that 
support continues.

Education runs in the Michel family. Vicki 
Michel, Pat’s wife, is a counselor at Rog-
ers. His oldest daughter, Kelly Schakel, 
teaches education classes at Rogers, 
and his son, Andy, is attending Western 
Washington University on an education 
scholarship. Another daughter, Kim, 
interned with the Rogers High activities 
coordinator and now trains and teaches for 
an insurance company.

Their emphasis on education is also evi-
dent in their students. Pat Michel pointed 
out fi ve out of the past seven state aca-
demic champions among choirs were from 
Rogers. The annual award goes to the 
choirs throughout the state that have the 
highest cumulative grade point average.

“It’s something I’m proud of because it 
speaks to the quality of students we have,” 

Michel said.

Despite hundreds of proud alums and 
years of work and success at Rogers, 
Vicki Michel said her husband is looking 
forward to the rest of the school year with 
as little fanfare as possible.

“Pat is very, very humble,” she said. “He 
puts his students at the forefront.”

Rogers High Principal Scott Brittain 
called Michel an outstanding and 
well-respected director, whose students 
believe in what he stands for.

“The expectations set forth by Pat are the 
kind that develop young people both person-
ally and musically,” Brittain said. “The 
memories and lessons Pat provides his stu-
dents daily are ones that will last a lifetime.”

Music teacher joins 
Hall of Fame
continued from page 1

Rogers High alumni join director for fi nal holiday concert

In past years, between 50 and 75 alums 
have returned for the holiday concert, 
Michel said. Far more turned out this time 
for the last holiday performance.

“He was fantastic,” Gerod Rody, a 1999 
graduate, said of Michel.

Following the holiday concert, students, 
graduates, friends, and family gathered in 
the cafeteria for a reception. Tables were 
set up with sheets of notepaper so alums 
could write messages for Michel.

Delee Cox, a 2002 graduate, praised Michel 
following the performance. Cox said she has 
fond memories of traveling with the school 
choir to London and Paris in 2001.

“He was amazing,” she said. “He always 
provided wonderful experiences for us.”

Like many others in the crowd, Cox said 
she is confi dent the school’s strong musi-
cal heritage will continue. “It’s sad he’s 
leaving, but I know the traditions will 
carry on,” she said. 

Michel said while he entered this school 
year knowing it would be his last at 
Rogers, he continues to focus on the 
students.

Last month, the choir performed at the 
American Choral Director’s Association 
Northwest Convention. His students will 
also be performing this month in “Beauty 
and the Beast.”

While he is not certain what will happen 
after he leaves Rogers, Michel said he will 
likely continue his involvement in educa-
tion and music.

“The expectations set forth by Pat are the kind that 
develop young people both personally and musically.” Rogers High School choir director Pat Michel directs his fi nal holiday 

concert with more than 150 alumni joining current students on stage 
for the performance.

photo courtesy of Kathy Gustafson



Munson developed the initial project 
design, which was fi ne-tuned by Tacoma-
based artist Kris Vermeer before present-
ing a model to the family.

“This seemed like a wonderful opportuni-
ty to get the students involved and create 
a lasting memory for my dad in the city,” 
Aho said. “What they are doing is more 
than we would have ever imagined.”

Vermeer, who has designed several pieces 
in the Arts Downtown rotating gallery, 

was the featured guest artist at last 
month’s Puyallup High art club meeting. 
Students crowded around the art table 
after school to share their sketches or 
prototype designs as they discussed their 
overall vision for the project.

Senior Ruby Ruelas said she plans to rep-
resent her Mexican heritage by decorating 
the metal star with an Aztec sign in the 
center, surrounded by a complementary 
design around the edges. She will sprinkle 
colored glass throughout to match the 
colors of the Mexican fl ag.

“It began as an art project for me, but 

now I am learning about other cultures,” 
Ruelas said.

Students began the project in the library, 
where they researched cultures or countries 
they wanted to represent on the stars. Then 
it was back to the art room to fi rst complete 
a two-dimensional drawing of their design, 
followed by the creation of the star.

Sophomore Sabrina McNulty sat across 
from Vermeer during the art club meeting 
and was quick to share her design — a 
white and silver glass Celtic knot against a 
green glass background.

“I’m so pleased with the designs they have 
come up with and the thought they have 
put into them,” Vermeer said.

Principal Mike Joyner said the sculpture 
is “truly a partnership between the school 
and community. The metal, ceramic, and 
glass art sculpture will be a piece of art 
that is unique and very special not only 
to our school, but to our community. It’s 
patriotic, and at the same time it’s stu-
dent art that shows the community and 
our students how much we care about 
Gary’s memory.”

On a recent morning in metals class, 
teacher Fred Fishback instructed students 
on how to cut out and fi le their metal stars, 
as well as a new technique in which they 
could use tools heated in a forge gas oven, 
much like a blacksmith, to bend and form 
metal to create interesting designs.

Students are learning a myriad of skills 

with the project, such as measuring, weld-
ing, forming, and cutting different types of 
metal including steel, copper, brass, and 
aluminum.

“There is a lot of hands-on work, and this 
is a great way to get kids to branch out 
and look at different cultures,” said sopho-
more Sherwood Sloan.

In glass arts, students are learning how 
to cut, fuse, and decorate glass. Students 
in Dorrie Coleman’s ceramics classes 
will work with various kinds of clay and 
will learn how to create relief, as well as 

Student sculpture
continued from page 1

Tacoma-based artist Kris Vermeer reviews a drawing of a design 
created by Puyallup High senior Ruby Ruelas to possibly be used on 
a fl ag sculpture, which is depicted in a small model on the table.

shrink and dry large clay forms without 
having them crack.

The art club will work with Vermeer on 
the construction of the pole. The project 
is slated to be fi nished by the time school 
ends in June.

“This is an incredible opportunity for 
them to be part of a large public piece 
and to work with a professional artist,” 
Lathrop said. “They will get an op-
portunity to learn skills over and above 
what they would have been exposed to 
in class.”

“It began as an art project for 
me, but now I am learning 
about other cultures.”

Ruby Ruelas

Later this year, two of the Puyallup 
School District’s newest schools will 
unveil permanent artwork designed to 
refl ect both an environment of student 
learning and the rich heritage of the Pa-
cifi c Northwest.

The artwork at both schools is funded 
with state match money from the voter-
approved 2004 school bond.

Edgerton Elementary
Edgerton Elementary Principal Guy 
Kovacs said the artwork was chosen 
after a series of meetings that began last 
summer and included students, parents, 
and educators.

The group decided it wanted a com-
missioned piece of art to display a 
lighthearted whimsical style, featur-
ing themes of teamwork, the diversity 
of the community, and collaboration. 
Members also wanted the overall piece 
to be easily understandable and not too 
abstract.

After working with the Washington State 
Arts Commission, the group used its cri-
teria to narrow a list of artists and fi nally 
select muralist John Wehrle.

Wehrle, based in California, specializes 
in interior and exterior wall art and has 
created commissioned pieces for corpo-
rations and civic agencies over the past 
30 years. 

For Edgerton Elementary, Wehrle will 
create a large mural designed to greet 
visitors as they enter the school. 

The entire piece will be about 40 feet tall 
and 100 feet long, visible from both the 
fi rst and second fl oors. The mural will 
spell out the school name and feature 
paintings of current Edgerton students, 
scenes of Mt. Rainier, and a wolf within 
the letters of the school. 

Wehrle has visited the school twice and is 
expected to complete the piece this sum-
mer in time for the start of the 2008-2009 
school year.

New elementary schools will unveil artwork this spring

Fourth grader Tyler Brownfi eld played 
an active role in selecting Wehrle and 
determining what the fi nal artwork should 
represent.

As part of the selection team, Brownfi eld 
said he and other members viewed photos 
and slides or pieces from dozens of artists 
before narrowing their selections.

“I totally felt like my opinion counted on 

everything, and I had a great time with it,” 
Brownfi eld said. “It’s a great school and it 
deserves some great art. I’m really excited 
to see it.”

After working with parents, students, and 
staff for the past few months, Kovacs said 
he is eager to see the result later this year.

“We have been very pleased with the process, 
with the way John has been able to take our 

hopes and vision and put his creative spin on 
those, and we are looking forward to the fi nal 
product with great excitement and enthusi-
asm,” Kovacs said. “It has been a fun process 
and it will be a wonderful end result for our 
school and community.”

Carson Elementary
Carson Elementary underwent a similar 
process in selecting its commissioned 
artwork. Assistant Principal Miles Erdly 
said the school conducted several meet-
ings with the Washington State Arts 
Commission to narrow both the desired 
style and artist.

In the end, the school chose Hai Ying Wu, 
a University of Washington graduate who 
lives in China. Wu, known for his metal-
based sculptures, has also created art for 
the City of Renton and Everett.

The artist visited the school last summer 
and presented a large poster featuring his 
proposal — a metal sculpture resembling 
a gateway at the outer entrance to the 
school. The sculpture depicts a water 
object resembling a tree structure, but 
closer inspection reveals the leaves are 
actually salmon. 

Erdly said they were looking for three-di-
mensional artwork that represented chil-
dren, the school community, and the heri-
tage of the Pacifi c Northwest. The salmon 
theme continues on light poles along the 
sidewalk. “It appears to guide you straight 
into the heart of Carson,” Erdly added.

The artwork is scheduled to be installed 
over spring break next month, with a 
formal dedication set for this fall.

Sixth grader Meghan Robbins, Associ-
ated Student Body president, said she is 
impressed with the design and the various 
elements that have been incorporated. “It’s 
unique,” she said.

The one-of-a-kind nature of the sculpture 
will probably wow her fellow classmates, 
she said. “It will just add a fi nishing touch 
to our school and make it look really 
nice,” Robbins said.

A photo illustration demonstrates the concept for Hai Ying Wu’s 
proposed sculpture at Carson Elementary.

A mock-up of artist John Wehrle’s mural at Edgerton Elementary will 
spell out the school name. art courtesy of John Wehrle
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Puyallup High graduate co-owns graphic arts fi rm
The next time a soft drink or chocolate 
bar label stands out among others on the 
store shelf, it might just be the work of 
Puyallup High School graduate Katie 
(Fishback) Jain.

At 26, the former Viking is co-owner of 
Hatch Design, a graphic arts company that 
opened its doors last April in San Francis-
co and has grown in popularity ever since.

Jain, co-owner Joel Templin, and the 
Hatch Design team have created ad cam-
paigns and packaging for big-name clients 
such as American Eagle Outfi tters, Apple, 
Coca-Cola, Hilton, JanSport, Charles 
Chocolates, and Starbucks Coffee.

This past winter, the team developed 
Coca-Cola’s Holiday 2007 campaign, 
“Give, Live, Love.” The company created 
a series of unique graphic illustrations, 
each representing hallmark characteristics 
of the company’s fi ve leading brands.
 
Jain was also profi led as one of the “People 
to Watch in 2008” in the January issue of 
Graphic Design USA, a news magazine for 
creative professionals. Each year the maga-
zine states that it chooses a group of people 
to watch — “creative, talented, successful, 
newsworthy, infl uential — who embody 
the spirit of the creative community.”

The article states, “Jain brings big-picture 
thinking, attention to detail, and a great 
design sense to her fi rm.”

In addition to promoting other companies, 
Hatch Design is gearing up to launch 
its own — as yet undisclosed — line of 
products this fall.

Jain has accomplished all of this since she 
graduated from Puyallup High eight years 
ago.

She says she fi rst became interested in 

art at Kalles Junior High, then followed 
up with art classes in high school. She 
remembers taking visual arts classes dur-
ing her years as a Viking and names art 
teacher Candace Loring, who now teaches 
at Emerald Ridge High School, as some-
one who was particularly infl uential in her 
career choice.

Loring remembers the artist well. “Katie 
was one of the most hard-working and 
creative students I encountered while 

teaching at Puyallup High School,” Loring 
said. “I am not surprised by her success. 
She is an amazing woman with drive, 
intellect, creativity, and wit. She also hap-
pens to be one of the nicest people in the 
world.”

In addition to her time in the art room, 
Jain honed her business skills by helping 
to lead and raise money for a program 
called Celebration of Success, which 
recognized students and adults for their 

contributions to education.

In the fall after graduation, Jain enrolled 
at the California College of Arts & Crafts 
in San Francisco and graduated in the top 
10 percent of her class with a bachelor 
of fi ne arts degree. She also took general 
education classes at the University of San 
Francisco.

Two days after college graduation, she 

Puyallup High School alumni Katie (Fishback) Jain (second from right) is co-owner of Hatch Design, a 
graphic arts company in San Francisco. Some of the company’s designs are pictured above.

School spirit is soaring at Walker High 
this year thanks to the introduction of 
sweatshirts and T-shirts printed with a 
school logo designed by one of its own 
students.

Tenth grader Alex Miller was one of 18 
students who submitted a design in a 
schoolwide contest. The entire student 
body voted on their favorite entry.

“There was a clear majority in favor of 
Alex’s artwork,” said Assistant Principal 
Joan Forseth.

Miller’s design features three-dimensional 
style red letters outlined in white that spell 
out WHS in the center of a black shirt. 
“Walker Pride” is printed in white letters 
above the logo, and “E.B. Walker High 
School” is printed in white below.

This is the fi rst time in the school’s history 
that it has sold T-shirts and sweatshirts 
to students and staff, and sales have far 
exceeded expectations.

Teacher Karen McNamara proposed the 
idea of having a student logo contest 
and involving the entire school in the 
voting process.

McNamara joined eight other Walker 
High School staff members in January to 
cheer on Miller as he was recognized at 
the Puyallup School Board meeting. When 
his name was called, the staff broke into 
applause.

Miller said he was excited to learn of his 
artwork being selected for the shirts and is 
pleased with how the red and white letters 
stand out prominently on the black back-
ground. The 15-year-old is considering a 
career in teaching.

Principal Michelle Cruckshank, who is 
in her fi rst year as principal at Walker, 
told the board, “We always had staff 
shirts, but because we never had an 

ASB, there was not an opportunity for 
students to purchase shirts to show their 
school pride.”

In honor of school board recognition 
month in January, Cruckshank presented 
each of the board members with a hooded 
school sweatshirt.

“This is a proud night for Walker High 
School,” Cruckshank said.

Walker student designs winning school logo

Walker High School student Alex Miller is the winner of a schoolwide 
contest to design the fi rst-ever school logo for the front of student 
sweatshirts and T-shirts. 

Music students and staff shared their 
knowledge and showcased their tal-
ent last month during the Washington 
Music Educator’s Association (WMEA) 
biennial conference in Yakima.

Performances and presenters included:

The Aylen Choraliers, directed by 
Joyce Larsen, choir director at Aylen 
Junior High School. 

The Emerald Ridge High School 
Symphonic Percussion Ensemble, 
directed by Robin Blumenthal, who also 
teaches band at Kalles Junior High. The 
group performed during a session Blu-
menthal helped present about ensemble 
literature and rehearsal techniques.

Bob Rink, band director at Ferrucci 
Junior High School. Rink helped lead a 
conference session sharing ways music 
educators can improve their programs.

Paula Westgaard, orchestra director 
at Emerald Ridge High, Ballou Junior 
High, and Hunt and Edgerton elementa-
ry schools. Westgaard was co-presenter 
of a workshop that addressed how to 
build the ability of an orchestra or band 
to read and interpret common conduc-
tion gestures by including a baton-relat-
ed component in the warm-up segment 
of daily rehearsal. 

Students and staff 
participate at state 
music conference

continued on page 8

            Where are they now?
This is the fi fth in a series of articles about the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of 
Connections this year will feature one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and 
photos will chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.
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Drama productions 
fi ll stages with talent
Students in drama programs across the 
school district have been showcasing 
their talent in winter productions and are 
gearing up for a long list of spring perfor-
mances at both the high school and junior 
high school levels. For a complete listing 
of upcoming shows, visit the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
On the top of the Home page, click More 
District News.

Photos (from left): Puyallup High 
students Christina Johnson, 
Aaron Hagman, and Charlie Ward 
entertain in a scene from “Once 
Upon a Mattress,” and Emerald 
Ridge High students Nikki Nolan 
and Emily Salisbury perform 
during “You the Jury.” photo courtesy of student Kara Merkt photo courtesy of student Andrea Moody

When it came to supporting the arts, 
friends and colleagues say Debbie Mun-
son gave 110 percent, and then some.

Be it students who needed extra help, 
teachers who needed mentoring, artists 
who needed a hand with a community 
project, or friends and family who needed 
a listening ear about a new idea or a dose 
of her endless enthusiasm, Munson was 
always fi rst in line to help.

Now, the community is giving back with a 
series of tributes to honor her devotion to 
the arts.

Munson, an art teacher in the Puyallup 
School District for 35 years, died sud-
denly in November at the age of 57 of 
natural causes. 

Within days of her passing, ideas for 
tributes to keep Munson’s memory alive 
began fl owing in to Rogers High School, 
where she spent a majority of her teaching 
career, and to the numerous arts groups 
she was active in locally and in the sur-
rounding community.

“Everybody wants to do a tribute to her,” 
said longtime friend Rosemary Ecker-
son, a founding member of Valley Arts 
United. “We all feel the loss personally, 
and we all appreciate what she did. She 
always jumped in and said, ‘I can take 
care of that.’”

Tributes planned in Munson’s honor 
include:

A sculpture
Rogers, Emerald Ridge, and Puyallup 
high school art students will work side by 
side this spring with professional artist 
Sabah Al-Dhaher to create a sculpture in 
her memory.

The stone sculpture of outstretched hands 
and a sunfl ower will be funded with a 
$2,500 Pierce County Arts Commission 
grant. Details of its future location will be 
announced later this spring.

A scholarship
An art scholarship has been established by 
the family through the Puyallup Schools 
Foundation. 

The scholarship, the amount of which 
will be announced at a later date, will be 
awarded beginning in spring 2009 to a 
graduating senior from Emerald Ridge, 
Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high school. 
Preference will be given to a student who 
has been involved in community service 
pertaining to the arts. Numerous fund-rais-
ers are being held this year with proceeds 
going to the scholarship. Most recently, 

Debbie Munson, 1950-2007
Art teacher’s memory lives on with tributes in her honor

Valley Arts United raised more than $600 
by raffl ing a framed copy of a sunfl ower 
Munson designed as the Puyallup Farmer’s 
Market logo. Tacoma artist Arlene Towne, 
who worked with Munson on several art 
committees, won the raffl e. 

Additionally, Valley Arts United, Arts 
Downtown, and the Main Street Associa-
tion plan to each give $100 for an artist 
to create a piece of art. The artist will 
start the piece at Pioneer Park and fi nish 
it at the annual Arts Downtown Art Gala 
on May 17, where it will be put up for 
auction. The money raised will go to the 
scholarship.

A fellowship
The Puyallup Main Street Association 
started a $1,000 fellowship in Munson’s 

name for a college student to do an art 
project in Puyallup each summer.

An art dedication
“Moon Stone Star Crown,” by artist Doug 
Granum, is one of this year’s two commu-
nity favorites purchased by Arts Downtown 
for the city’s permanent outdoor art gal-
lery. Plans are to dedicate the piece with an 
etched stone in Munson’s name. 

Much of Munson’s art was driven by celes-
tial infl uences such as the moon and stars, 
said her daughter, Jenifer Ross. Named for 
its inlaid granite rocks (moons) and its star 
crown, the granite structure is a time piece. 
It is surrounded by seven stones on the 
grass which mark the ancient rhythms of 
the sun and are placed to recognize impor-
tant dates. As the sun moves throughout the 

year, it casts a shadow through the holes in 
the stars at the top of the structure. 

The shadow will land fully on each stone 
once a year. Plans are to have a shadow 
cast on a rock on Munson’s birthday, 
August 24. The artwork is located on the 
northwest corner of Pioneer Park. 

To read the entire article about Debbie 
Munson, including details about her 
involvement with the arts in the Puyal-
lup School District and the surrounding 
community, as well as comments from 
current and former staff, students, and 
colleagues, visit the Puyallup School 
District Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. At the top of the Home page, 
click More District News.
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Photos clockwise from top left: Debbie Munson rides atop a fl oat as Educator of the Year in last year’s 
Daffodil Parade; the Moon Stone Star Crown sculpture in downtown Puyallup will be dedicated in the late 
Rogers High School art teacher’s memory; Munson sits behind the wheel of her 1978 Volkswagen Beetle 
convertible as she rides down Meridian as part of her annual entry in the Daffodil Parade;  the art teacher 
joins Rosemary Eckerson at the annual Dan Vesey Art Show at the Karshner Museum and presents a 
certifi cate to a student artist recognized at the event; Tacoma artist Arlene Towne, who worked with Munson 
on several art committees, holds a framed copy of one of Munson’s art pieces that she won during a raffl e 
at this year’s Valley Arts United annual meeting to raise money for a student scholarship.



began her career as a graphic designer at Templin Brink 
Design in San Francisco. There she created award-win-
ning retail, branding, and packaging programs for clients 
such as MTV, Pepsi, and Lee Jeans. When that company 
closed last year, she and Templin agreed to start their own 
business.

More than 200 people gathered to celebrate the company 
launch in San Francisco’s Jackson Square last year. 

What sets them apart, she said, is the personal connec-
tion the staff has with customers and the fact that the 
design is “hands-on and human” rather than strictly 
computer-generated. She describes the designs as 
“modern with a human feel” and said the name Hatch 

Five high school juniors in the Puyallup School District 
have been selected to participate in the 2007-08 Wash-
ington Aerospace Scholars program.

This year’s Aerospace Scholars are Tyler Claus from 
Emerald Ridge High School, and Garrison Burger, 
Jordon Gerry, Michelle Goreczny, and Brendan Steiger 
from Rogers High School.

The fi ve students are among 225 juniors from across 
the state accepted into the fi rst phase of Washington 
Aerospace Scholars — a statewide online learning 
experience that offers NASA-designed curriculum and 
culminates in a weeklong internship at The Museum 
of Flight in Seattle. The program emphasizes science, 
technology, engineering, and math, and encourages 
students to consider careers in those fi elds.

Students named Washington 
Aerospace Scholars

A parent meeting to discuss summer athletic plan-
ning will be held on Monday, March 24 at each of the 
district’s three comprehensive high schools.

The meetings, which are for parents only, begin at 6:30 
p.m. in the Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high 
school gymnasiums.

The event is designed to provide parents an early 
opportunity to receive communication from coaches 
about summer athletic plans, team camps, and training 
calendars. In this way, parents will have the informa-
tion early in spring to help them as they plan summer 
vacations and family activities, said Rick Wells, direc-
tor of athletics, health, and fi tness.

The Washington Interscholastic Activities Association 
(WIAA) restricts schools from encouraging student 
athletes (out-of-season) to participate in a given sport, 
or from distributing information to athletes pertaining 
to a specifi c event or activity.  

Coaches are permitted to have one meeting with squad 
members prior to the opening day of practice to issue 
equipment and distribute information. The coaches plan 
to meet with student athletes at a later date; therefore, 
the March 24 session is for parents only.

For more information, including whether other sports 
in addition to basketball, football, and volleyball will 
be covered at the parent meeting, visit the school 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/student-
programs/athletic or contact the individual high school 
athletic directors.

Parent meeting set March 24 
on summer athletic planning

Facilities Administrator, 
Risk Management

Name: Bruce Thomas
Former Position: Assistant 
Administrator, Lake Quinalt 
School District
Previous Position: Bruce 
Thomas brings 33 years of 
experience with public and 
private sector facilities op-
eration and risk management 
policy to the district. He served as a career counselor 
from 2005–2006 for Lake Quinalt School District, and 
a business manager from 1997–2005 for Quillayute 
Valley School District. Thomas also served on Quil-
layute Valley School District’s Board of Directors from 
1985–1993.
Education: Attended Washington State University.

Risk management 
administrator joins staff

2008-09 calendar dates set
The following dates have been established for the 
2008-09 school year:

First day of school: Wednesday, September 3
Winter break: December 22 through January 2
Spring break: March 30 through April 3

Other calendar information will be released following the 
conclusion of negotiations between the district and the 
Puyallup Education Association. Updates will be posted 
on the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Six schools receive learning grants 
More than $7,400 has been 
awarded to six schools in the dis-
trict to support student learning.

The grants, awarded by the Boe-
ing Employees Credit Union 
(BECU), will be used to help 
fund programs and materials 
including library books, graphing 
calculators, craft supplies, and a 
weekend trip to study science in 
the Olympic National Park.

The Puyallup School Board ex-
tended its appreciation last month 
to BECU branch managers Amy 
Wickholm and Lou Wilson by 
awarding a certifi cate of apprecia-
tion for the company’s support of 
education.

Wickholm accepted the certifi cate 
on behalf of BECU and shared 
that this is the second consecutive 
year the company has awarded 
grants to classroom teachers 
whose grant applications meet 
BECU guidelines.

The $7,457.62 in grants will be used to support student 
learning at Ballou, Ferrucci, and Kalles junior high 
schools, as well as Firgrove, Karshner, and Woodland 
elementary schools.

Lou Wilson, branch manager of the BECU Neighbor-
hood Financial Center inside of Top Foods, said she is 
impressed with the level of applicants this year from the 
Puyallup School District, which received a signifi cant 
share of the grants awarded statewide.

“The learning taking place is high level,” she said. Wil-
son recently presented one of the BECU grant awards 
to Katie Anderson’s fourth-grade class at Woodland 
Elementary. 

To read specifi cs about how the grants are being used at 
each of the six schools, and to view additional photos of 
BECU grant presentations, visit the district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the top of the Home page, 
click More District News.

supports the goal of being “an incubator of creativity.”

As co-owner, Jain manages the company budget, proj-
ects, and the seven employees’ work schedules. She 
also hires photographers, works with copyrighters and 
illustrators, and does fund-raising for the new line of 
products.

“Anyone who majors in the arts needs to have a good 
business sense, communication skills, and a solid math 
background,” she said.

One of the most rewarding aspects of the job, Jain said, 
is working with a wide variety of clients from different 
industries.

“My goal was to start a business by the time I was 30,” 
she said. “There is something really exciting about creat-
ing something of your own.”

A pair of Rogers High School runners have been named 
to the Sylvan A-team, making them the fi rst in the Puyal-
lup area to earn the recognition.

Senior Sam Lynch and junior Adriana Zazula were 
recently named to the team, which recognizes athletes 

who demonstrate excellence both in 
their sport and in the classroom.

The A-team, formerly known as the 
Academic Achiever award, selects 
students each week based on nomi-
nations. Recipients receive a plaque 
and a $100 donation to a school 
program of their choice.

Zazula will give $50 each to the 
cross country and drama programs. 
Lynch also decided to split his 

donation, giving $50 each to the cross country and 
math programs. The two athletes were recognized for 
their cross country abilities while also maintaining a 
4.0 GPA.

Lynch has been involved in cross country since his sopho-
more year and likes the personal demands the sport makes. 

He also is involved in the Rogers High track team and 
keeps busy with several clubs and activities, including 
serving as Honor Society president.

Zazula joined cross country as a sophomore. “I just love 

running,” she said. “I thought I was good at it, and I 
stuck with it.”

She also enjoys playing soccer and is involved in several 
school organizations and activities, including serving as 
stage manager for the school’s “Beauty and the Beast” 
production.

Gail Smith, co-owner of the Puyallup Sylvan Learning 
Center, said both Zazula and Lynch are strong represen-
tatives of Rogers High School. The cross country pair 
mark the fi rst time two athletes have been selected with 
each one maintaining a 4.0 GPA. “These are the kinds 
of kids you want in the news representing your school,” 

she said.

Smith also encouraged parents and 
community members to nominate 
students for the weekly award. One 
of the key requirements, she said, is 
maintaining a grade point average of 
3.7 or higher. Additionally, nominees 
should demonstrate strong leadership 
in their sport.

Athletic Director Peter Collins praised 
the students for their abilities in and out of the classroom. 
Both students, he said, are well-rounded and demonstrate 
the ability to excel in a classroom setting and athletically. 

To nominate a standout student athlete, visit the King 5 
Web site at www.king5.com and click on HS GameTime.

Graduate profi le
continued from page 6

Sylvan A-team honors Rogers students

Bruce Thomas

Sam Lynch

Adriana 
Zazula

Katie Anderson’s fourth-grade class at Woodland Elementary 
School shows off a grant award presented by Lou Wilson, 
branch manager of the Boeing Employees Credit Union (back 
row, center). Anderson is on the top row, left.
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schools with the opening of Glacier View 
Junior High.

The Puyallup School District is the ninth 
largest district in the state of Washington 
and the second largest in Pierce County 
with more than 21,500 students this year. 

Enrollment trends and future growth
In the past 10 years, the school district 
has grown by nearly 3,000 students. 
While the numbers fl uctuate from year 
to year, they average out to about 300 
new students a year. “That’s a lot of 
students per year,” said demographer 
W. Les Kendrick.

The growth will continue through 2020, 
he said, based on calculations that refl ect 
housing trends, birth rates, population, and 
K-12 enrollment.

The biggest factors driving the continued 
enrollment increase are new housing and 
population growth. In addition to homes 
currently for sale within Puyallup School 
District boundaries, there are nearly 3,000 
single-family homes and 1,200 multi-
family homes (condos, apartments, and 
town-homes) planned for future construc-
tion and sale.

“Both numbers are up from last year’s 
totals and indicate that there is still avail-
able land for new home construction,” 
Kendrick wrote in his report.

While new home sales have slowed in recent 
months, Kendrick said the district continues 
to see new students arriving in schools from 
homes sold in the past few years.

“As we look at those trends, we have 

to realize that we need to accommodate 
these additional students within our 
district and make sure we are prepared 
to provide them with the best curriculum 
that we can,” said Puyallup School Board 
member Diana Seeley.

Educators are also keeping a close eye 
on a climbing birthrate across the nation. 
Pierce County, for example, recorded the 
most births in 20 years in 2006.

Those newborns will be kindergarten 
age in 2011, and Kendrick cautioned 
the board to brace itself for an 
enrollment increase that year. He proj-
ects this district will enroll 314 new 
students in 2011 and another 352 the 
following year.

“We know we will continue 
to grow, and we also know 
that growth will continue 
clear out to 15 years from 
now,” Aungst said. “That is 
signifi cant.”

Aungst said the district 
carefully reviews Kend-
rick’s fi ndings, especially 
since it takes three years 
from the time a school 
bond is approved to build 
and open a new school.

Last year voters nixed a 
2007 school bond proposal 
that would have added 
an elementary school on 
the southwest end of the 
district and replaced or 
renovated several other 
schools.

During a recent study 
session, the school board 
directed staff to draft a 

list of capital facility needs in the event 
it decides to return to voters with another 
bond request. 

Managing overcrowding
It’s often diffi cult, especially with the 
opening of two new elementary schools 
last September, for the general public to 
see the stress and strain still being placed 
on schools that have more students than 
what they were built to serve, Aungst said.

Firgrove Elementary, for example, has 
240 fewer students this year thanks to 
the opening of Carson Elementary on the 
far south end of the district. Some of the 
students returned to their home school in 
the Brouillet Elementary attendance area, 
while others enrolled at Carson or other 
neighboring schools.

The Firgrove students who were housed in 
portables on the Ballou Junior High cam-
pus last year are also back under one roof 
on the main elementary campus this year.

However, what the public doesn’t recog-
nize, said Firgrove Principal Amy Eveskci-
ge, is that the school is still serving 710 
students in a building built for 550.

“The crowding still exists,” Eveskcige 
said. “And this is a tired, old building that 
leaks when it rains and is not able to sup-
port modern technology compared to the 
newer schools.”

Staggered lunches are one way Firgrove 
tries to meet the challenge of its large 
student body, and even then the lines are 
still long, she said. “We have lunches going 
almost two hours straight to fi t everyone in.”

The school also doesn’t have room to house 
students inside on rainy days, so they crowd 
in a small covered play area outdoors.

Principals at other overcrowded schools share 
similar stories of how they are working to 
make school function as smooth as possible.

Music continues to be taught on the gym 
stage at Woodland, for example, and traf-
fi c backs up in front of the school onto 
the heavily traveled 112th Street in the 
mornings and afternoons during drop-off 
and pick-up times.

Woodland is the fourth largest elementary 
school in the district with 641 students 
enrolled in January.

“There’s a reason the school was built for 
550 students,” said Woodland Principal 
Eric Molver. “We need to have the space to 
support programs such as music and spe-
cial education. You can provide that sup-
port better in a building of 550 than 650.”

Enrollment growth
continued from page 3

The Puyallup School District continues its 
efforts to prepare students to succeed in an 
increasingly diverse and changing world. 

The past few years, the district has been 
using curriculum developed by the 
Respecting Ethnic And Cultural Heritage 
(REACH) Center.

This April, students will showcase what 
they’ve learned through the REACH 
Center and other programs in the district’s 
extensive multicultural curriculum. The 
Puyallup Spring Fair, set for April 17-20, 
will host an Honoring Cultures artist 
showcase where student-created art and 
writing will be on display in the Showplex 
Exhibition and Conference Center.

Instructional coach Pam Lewis-Bridges 
said student pieces will refl ect what they 
have learned through reading and dis-
cussions from activities such as the 21st 
Century Novel reading programs and the 
REACH Read-Aloud program. 

Artwork and writing from each school 
will be selected for the exhibit, and the 
students who created them will be invited 
to discuss their work in person on April 
19. “They’ll be given an opportunity to 
also demonstrate their communications 
skills,” Lewis-Bridges said.

Each year, the Offi ce of Diversity Affairs 
traditionally hosts a diversity celebration 
featuring performing arts and multicultural 
exhibits. Last year, the event was held in 
Tacoma as part of the World Affairs Sum-
mit. Hosting the art exhibit in Puyallup, she 
said, will allow more parents and commu-
nity members to participate.

Additional information about the dist-
trict’s multicultural education and the 
Honoring Cultures art exhibit can be 
found on the district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Point to Our District 
and click Diversity Affairs.

Dancing classes teach skills and culture
Puyallup schools are using dance as 
one way to engage elementary school 
students and teach them about other 
cultures.

Brouillet Elementary students recently 
showed off their dancing skills and 
knowledge of early America during a 
series of square dancing classes.

The Ballet Folklorico Dance Team 
kicked off its debut season in late Janu-
ary at Firgrove Elementary. The group, 
funded by the school district’s Offi ce of 
Diversity Affairs, includes 39 kindergar-
ten through sixth-grade students from 11 
elementary schools. The focus is on folk 
music and dances from Mexico, which 
includes infl uences from Spain, Africa, 
and other cultures. 

To read more about these dance groups, 
visit the Puyallup School District Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Point to 
Our District and click Diversity Affairs.

Photos from left: Brouillet Elementary sixth graders Michael Turek and Kayla Eback partner for their 
demonstration of the modern square dance. Darrell O’Brien, Latisha Turner (back to camera), and 
Braden Mapp perform their square dance during a school assembly.

Instructor Eptifanio Ramos demonstrates elements of the Jarabe 
Tapatio, also known as the Mexican Hat Dance, as (from left) Ballet 
Folklorico Dance Team members Joshua Hernandez-Cromwell, 
Katelyn Hoglund, and Kylee Perrault-Landis follow. 

Spring Fair to showcase 
Honoring Cultures art

Fi rgrove  E lementary  k indergar tner 
Samantha Taylor works in class. The district 
is preparing for a surge in kindergarten 
enrollment in 2011.
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When Jordan Weisbeck’s father died 
nearly three years ago, she recalls watch-
ing her grades plummet.

“Basically I gave up on school,” she said. 
“It was hard.”

Weisbeck found it diffi cult then, mid-way 
through her fi fth-grade year, to focus in 
class. As she moved into junior high last 
year, she completed her homework but 
forgot to turn it in.

This year, Weisbeck said she loves school 
and feels for the fi rst time in a long time 
that she is succeeding. An eighth grader at 
Aylen Junior High, the teen said she fi lls 
out her daily planner, organizes her class 
notes, keeps her grades at a B or above, 
and routinely has assignments fi nished 
and turned in a day before they are due.

“My mom is proud of me, and I feel good 
about myself,” she said.

Weisbeck said she owes her success to 
a new eighth-grade elective class, “Ad-
vancement Via Individual Determination” 
(AVID), which launched this fall at Aylen, 
Ferrucci, and Stahl junior high schools af-
ter two successful years at Emerald Ridge 
High School.

Plans are to expand the class in fall 2008 
to include ninth graders at these three 
schools, as well as to begin the program at 
the remaining junior high schools. Rogers 
and Puyallup high schools are slated to 
launch the program in fall 2009.

The college preparatory program reaches 
out to students who traditionally receive 

the least attention, said Gerald Den-
man, executive director of Diversity 
Affairs. “They aren’t the students who 
are struggling or academically gifted,” 
he said. “They are in the middle of the 
performance spectrum — those average 
achievers who have the potential to attend 
college, but often fall short of meeting 
college acceptance requirements.”

AVID accelerates these students’ educa-
tion by transferring them out of less chal-
lenging courses and placing them in more 
rigorous honors level classes or other 

college preparatory courses. To increase 
the likelihood of students succeeding, both 
parents and students sign a written con-
tract indicating they support the program.

The class is open to students of all ethnici-
ties; however Denman said its main focus 
is on students from underrepresented 
ethnic minority groups, low-income 
households, or those who will be the fi rst 
in their families to attend college.

By learning proper study habits and 
receiving regular support and encourage-

With one hand on her book and the other 
stroking Stockard’s fur, Hannah Davis 
began to read.

The fi fth grader from Carson Elementary 
School frequently looked up and smiled 
at the Labrador Retriever as she read the 
story of a girl who works as a volunteer 
veterinarian and rescues dogs from a 
puppy mill.

Each time Hannah said the word ‘dog,’ 
Stockard’s ears perked up and her eyes 
shifted toward the book pages.

Stockard and Hannah have become good 
friends over the past few months now that 
the student has signed up for the monthly 
“Reading with Rover” program at the 
Pierce County Library System’s South 
Hill branch.

The program pairs 
young readers with 
specially trained dogs 
like Stockard for 15 
minutes of quality 
one-on-one reading 
time. Children prac-
tice by reading out 
loud to the canine 
companions in the 
library’s children’s 
section.

“This service helps 
improve elementary school age chil-
dren’s reading skills and confi dence 
by having kids read books to specially 
trained dogs,” said Pierce County Li-
brary Communications Director Mary 
Getchell. “The dogs are attentive, polite 
listeners.”

Stockard, 3, was trained to be a guide dog 
for the blind. She passed all of the phases 
necessary to become a guide dog, but 
was never assigned to a partner. Stockard 
was eventually reunited with her trainer, 
Puyallup resident Kathy Short. 

College preparatory program helps students succeed
ment, AVID students discover they have 
the potential to succeed in junior high, 
high school, and college.

An AVID team consisting of the junior 
high school’s AVID administrator, co-
ordinator, counselors, and core group of 
AVID-trained teachers meet frequently to 
discuss students’ progress. 

Educators at Aylen, Ferrucci, and Stahl 
junior high schools cite positive results from 
the fi rst semester of class. They report that 
students’ grades have risen, they are engaged 
in their learning, and they have their sights 
set on high school and college. Educators 
in other classes are also using some of the 
AVID techniques, such as the Cornell note-
taking method, in their classrooms.

“When I look back on how far we have 
come since just last spring as we began 
the selection process, it is truly amazing to 
see the fl ourishing of skills — academic 
and social,” said Aylen Junior High AVID 
coordinator Kevin Cummings.

Ferrucci Junior High reports similar suc-
cesses.

“The students who are exposed to the 
rigor and the discipline that the program 
demands are getting an opportunity to 
exercise their self-determination,” said 
AVID coordinator Ronald Baltazar. “I feel 
that this makes them better students in the 
long run, thus increasing their capacity to 
be successful in whatever they do.”

Ferrucci student Sierra Larberg said she 

Students boost skills reading to dogs in library program
Short volunteers to bring Stockard to the 
library between 1 and 2:30 p.m. the second 
Wednesday of every month to listen to 
students read. “She is very calm and very 
obedient so the kids don’t get scared,” she 
said. “For some this is their only interaction 
with a dog, and they know it’s safe.”

Hannah’s sister, Stephanie, a fourth grader 
at Carson Elementary, also reads to Stock-
ard each month. “It’s really fun,” she said.

Puyallup School District elementary 
students are released early from school 
on Wednesdays, and several students 
have used the extra time to sign up for 
the “Reading with Rover” program. The 
Puyallup Public Library has done similar 
reading programs in the past.

Short said often students who can’t read 
will make up stories as they go. “The 

dog doesn’t care. The 
student could say every 
word wrong and she 
wouldn’t know the dif-
ference.”

Connor Brain, who 
will enter kindergarten 
at Woodland in Sep-
tember, spent his 15 
minutes last month tell-
ing Stockard all about 
the transformers in his 
picture book.

Unable to read yet, Connor engaged 
Stockard by showing her pictures and 
edging close to the dog so she could hear 
him pronounce all of the names of the 
transformers. “I like when she listens to 
me,” he said.

His mother, Jeannette, added, “He doesn’t 
read yet, but this gets him excited about 
reading.”

Books and dogs are a winning combina-
tion as well for Jack Krugh, a preschool-

er who plans to enroll in kindergarten 
this fall at either Carson Elementary or 
the Puyallup Family Co-op at Firgrove 
Elementary.

His mother, Rachel, said the boy usually 
checks out the most books possible on 
his library card and loves to read. “It’s 
great for him to read to someone else,” 
she said.

The Reading with Rover library program 
is one of numerous after-school activi-
ties to help promote reading and, in many 
cases, help Puyallup students struggling 
with reading.

Between September and December, for 
example, Pacifi c Lutheran University 
graduate students provide targeted read-
ing assistance to elementary students. 
The Reading PLUS program has proven 

successful in past years in helping to 
boost students’ reading skills.

Reading with Rover complements the 
school district’s literacy efforts.

“This is a great motivational activity for 
children at the library,” said Gretchen Pe-
ters, director of student learning in literacy 
and social studies. “Having many op-
portunities for children to read creates the 
love of reading that permeates our lifelong 
learning.”

Specially trained dogs are available to 
listen to children read between 1 and 
2:30 p.m. the second Wednesday of each 
month through May 14 at the Pierce 
County Library System’s South Hill 
branch. Sign-ups for the free 15-minute 
reading sessions are taken at the chil-
dren’s librarian desk.

Photo above: Connor Brain, who begins kindergarten this fall at 
Woodland Elementary, reads to Stockard at the Pierce County Library 
South Hill branch. (Left): Carson Elementary fi fth grader Hannah 
Davis enjoys her time in the “Reading with Rover” program. 

continued on page 11

Stahl Junior High students (from left) Jonathan Seo, Rosa Zaldivar, and 
Danielle Dillion participate in a group discussion in the Advancement 
Via Individual Determination (AVID) class.
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has learned how to take effective notes 
and especially appreciates working one-
on-one or in small groups with tutors. 
“They have really helped me to under-
stand social studies,” she said.

On a recent day at Stahl Junior High, 
students broke into small groups, used a 
white board to write out math problems 
they were struggling with, and then solved 
the problems as a group with help from 
their tutor.

“If we have questions, other students can 
help us and we can all help each other,” 
said Stahl student Jenny Stumpf.

As students worked in groups, their teach-
er and AVID Coordinator John Diseth 
met individually with the eighth graders 
to discuss grades, review their notebooks, 
encourage them to keep up with their 
daily notetaking and coursework, and 
praise them for a job well done.

Stahl student Chrys Brown, who is taking 
honors courses for the fi rst time this year 
and aspires to be an architect or a com-
mercial pilot, said the skills he has learned 
in AVID have helped him to do better on 
his classroom tests.

His father, Warley Brown, said, “I think 
the focus they put on the curriculum gives 
the kids a view of their future they other-
wise wouldn’t realize. He really under-
stands how to study and how to access in-
formation from textbooks. AVID prepares 
these students for a quality education.”

At the junior high level, AVID teaches 
students about time management and or-
ganizational skills. They also learn college 
level notetaking techniques and test-taking 
skills, listen to guest speakers, learn public 
speaking, attend college fairs, and gather 
in small groups twice a week with trained 

His plaque hangs outside of the gymna-
sium for passers by to see. Now, the late 
Jim Vest’s football jersey will be dis-
played prominently inside the main entry 
doors to Puyallup High School among the 
plaques and trophies of the school’s many 
accomplished athletes.

The jersey was presented to Puyallup 
High School Principal Mike Joyner at 
center court during halftime at a recent 
Puyallup versus Rogers boys basketball 
game.

On hand for the ceremony was former 
Puyallup High assistant football coach Art 
Larson, who presented the jersey; the late 
Dale Millican, a former Viking who orga-
nized the event; Richard Hammermaster, 
another Puyallup High graduate who was 
honored that night; and Superintendent 
Tony Apostle.

Joyner accepted the jersey to a round of 
applause from the hundreds of students, 
staff, and community members who fi lled 
the gym.
 
A 1965 Puyallup graduate, Vest is one of 
the school’s best-known student athletes. 
An All-American in high school, he later 
played for Washington State University 
and the Canadian Football League. 

His football career also took him to the 
National Football League after being 
drafted in 1970 by the New Orleans Saints 
and playing for the Minnesota Vikings. 

Vest died from cancer a few years ago. In 
2005, the Puyallup Schools Foundation 
established a scholarship in his name. 
During that year, a plaque bearing Vest’s 

Jim Vest’s football jersey returns to Puyallup High 
image was mounted at the entrance to the 
school’s gym.

Larson spoke to the crowd about Vest’s 
presence during his high school years. 
“He was a man when he was in the ninth 
grade,” Larson said, adding he recom-
mended teammates stay out of Vest’s way 
during practice.

Superintendent Tony Apostle lauded the 
opportunity to preserve Vest’s legacy at 
Puyallup High.

“Jim Vest accomplished great feats 
and attained stardom as an athlete at 
Puyallup High School. Very few have 
passed through the halls of PHS with 
the athleticism that he displayed in high 
school and college competition. It is 
truly a signifi cant and deserving honor 
to enshrine him and keep his memory 
alive for future generations of Puyallup 
students.”  

Hammermaster, a former coach at Puyal-
lup, was also honored during the halftime 
presentation. A basketball coach for 14 
years, Hammermaster was presented with 
a plaque honoring his success and dedica-
tion to his students.

From 1964 to 1978, Hammermaster led 
the Vikings to an overall record of 174 
wins against 113 losses. In 1971, the 
Vikings won the state championship and 
earned Hammermaster the fi rst state coach 
of the year award. His six championship 
teams had 112 wins and 11 losses.

“Richard Hammermaster, to this day, 
is considered one of the most talented 
individuals that have ever coached high 

school basketball,” 
Apostle stated. “As a 
former basketball coach 
that has won a state 
championship at Puyal-
lup High School, he is 
also revered as a great 
teacher, lifelong mentor 
to many former players, 
and, more importantly, 
as a humble and kind 
gentleman.”

After accepting the 
plaque, Hammermaster 
thanked the crowd and 
remarked that the last 
time he was on a bas-
ketball court to accept 
an award was during the 
1971 championship sea-
son. “This is just great,” 
he said.

Joyner praised Hammer-
master for his success as 
a longtime teacher and 
coach at Puyallup and 
his own athletic achieve-
ments as a student at 
Puyallup.

“He was an outstanding 
high school and college 
athlete who is considered 
by many to be ‘Mr. Bas-
ketball’ for Puyallup High 
School,” Joyner said.

Millican, who helped organize the presen-
tation of Vest’s jersey and Hammermas-
ter’s plaque, died in January just a few 
days following the event.

tutors to work on math problems or other 
schoolwork.

“The average junior high student’s back-
pack or binder is a nightmare,” Diseth 
said. “They struggle with organizing their 
time outside of school and maintaining a 
balance with honors classes homework. 
We give them the help and support they 
need to be successful.”

Stahl Junior High Principal John Bustad 
added, “It’s an outstanding program, and 
we are fortunate to have it here. Teach-
ers work hard to keep students and their 
families connected to the learning taking 
place.”

This past fall, students attended a national 
college fair in November at the conven-
tion center in Seattle and returned to 
Puyallup with notebooks full of business 
cards from admissions representatives and 
school information. Many wrote letters 
to a college of their choice to request addi-
tional information about the programs and 
admissions materials.

“They will be college-ready and college-
prepared,” said Pam Lewis-Bridges, in-
structional coach in the Offi ce of Diversity 
Affairs. Lewis-Bridges hires, trains, and 
monitors AVID tutors. “They understand 
that the earlier they begin the process, the 
readier they will be.”

AVID helps students
continued from page 10

AVID is recruiting adults, as well 
as college and high school students, 
to serve as tutors. Salary is $12 
per hour, and volunteers are en-
couraged. Visit the Puyallup School 
District Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Point to Human Re-
sources, click Job Openings, click 
Classifi ed Postings, scroll down to 
External Positions, and click AVID 
Tutor.

Rogers High 
yearbook wins 
national recognition
The Rogers High School yearbook has 
been named the best yearbook in the na-
tion in its division.

The American Scholastic Press Associa-
tion (ASPA) awarded the school “Most 
Outstanding High School Yearbook” and 
“First Place” for its yearbook published 
last spring.

Rogers competed against other high 
schools across the country with more 
than 1,600 students.

The top honor was recognized last 
month during the Puyallup School 
Board meeting. Directors presented 
yearbook adviser Pam Sarell with a 
certifi cate of recognition and extended 
their congratulations to the entire year-
book staff.

“I was totally elated,” said Sarell, who 
became yearbook adviser last year.

Richard Plass, chairman of the ASPA 
judging committee, said the group re-
ceives more than 2,000 entries each year 
for the newspaper, yearbook, and maga-
zine contests. More than 500 schools 
took part in the yearbook contest, which 
was divided into categories by school 
type and population.

The Aries yearbook received 940 out 
of 1,000 possible points in categories 
including content presentation, general 
page design, photography, structure, and 
creativity.

To read more about this award and see 
photographs of this year’s staff, visit the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. On the Home page, click More 
District News.

From left: Justin Balas and Azaria Evans work on a class assignment 
in the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) class at Stahl 
Junior High School.

Joyner also offered praise for Millican’s 
impact on the school and the community. 
“He was truly a Viking at heart and the 
person responsible for making sure Jim 
Vest was honored.”

From left, Puyallup High Principal Mike Joyner 
displays the late Jim Vest’s football jersey while 
former Puyallup High assistant football coach 
Art Larson addresses the crowd. Puyallup 
High alumni Richard Hammermaster, and 
Superintendent Tony Apostle also look on.
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Nearly 600 second graders from 10 of the 
district’s elementary schools participated 
in the fi rst-ever Spring Fair poster project, 
far exceeding the expectations of educa-
tors and Fair offi cials alike.

The students submitted entries for a 
chance to win classroom art supplies and 
have their artwork showcased next month 
at the Spring Fair in Puyallup.

Teachers introduced the poster project 
with themed lessons in art and social stud-
ies. Students learned about warm and cool 
colors, as well as their community, by 
completing class and homework assign-
ments related to the Fair mission state-
ment: “People Coming Together, Genera-
tion After Generation.”

The lessons culminated with a hands-on 
art project in which students demonstrated 
what they learned by creating brightly-
colored posters refl ecting their memories 
of the Spring Fair. Art mediums ranged 
from crayons and colored pencils to wa-
tercolors and poster paints.

A panel of eight judges from the school 
district and the Puyallup Fair reviewed the 
poster entries and considered pieces that 
best depicted the Spring Fair.

After careful review of each of the 597 
entries, three student posters emerged as 
winners. Ridgecrest Elementary student 
Hayden Bush placed fi rst with a poster 
illustrating a pig race.

“Racing pigs are something you can only 
see at the Spring Fair, so that piece of art 
hit the nail on the head and really spoke to 
us with its vibrant colors,” said Marketing 
Manager Tracey Wittenfeld.

Pope Elementary student Brooke Johnston 
placed second with her poster of a pink pig 
and yellow chick in a pen, while Pope El-
ementary student Kyleigh Cochran placed 

third with detailed images of a carousel, 
bottle game, and cotton candy booth.

The three top winners will have their 
artwork displayed at the Spring Fair April 
17-20 in the Creative Kids Exhibit in the Pa-
vilion. They will be joined by 15 honorable 
mentions and an additional 40 pieces of art, 
representing two selections from each of the 
classrooms that participated in the project.

As the fi rst-place winner, Bush receives 
10 Spring Fair admission tickets and 14 
ride tickets, a basket of art supplies, and a 
$300 donation for classroom art supplies. 
He is a student in Heather Holdeman’s 
class, which will be bused to a private 
party at the Spring Fair, where they will 
receive admission tickets, scones, and 
beverages.

Bush’s poster also will be featured on 
posters advertising the Spring Fair that are 

sent to 11 area school districts.

As second-place winner, Johnston’s class, 
led by teacher Kim Shoup, will receive 
a $250 donation for art supplies and 30 
Spring Fair admission tickets. Cochran, 
who is in Patti Guthrie’s class, earned her 
classmates $150 in art supplies.
 
In addition to supplying the prizes and 
transportation, Puyallup Fair representatives 
agreed to reward every school that partici-
pated with a $100 donation for art supplies. 
Each student who submitted a poster 
received a certifi cate of participation.

“This is a wonderful partnership with the 
Fair,” said Brian Fox, director of student 
learning K-12. He added the lessons, de-
veloped by district teachers Gentry Geise, 
Sara McCormick, and JoAnn Noel, met 
learning standards established by the state 
for second-grade art and social studies.

In visual arts, teachers introduced a lesson 
about warm and cool colors, sharing photos 
from the Spring Fair and asking students 
to identify colors found in images such as 
clowns, animals, vegetables, and fl owers. 
Students also were asked to identify warm 
and cool colors used in their posters.

During the social studies unit, second 
graders were asked to think about how the 
Fair brings people together, generation 
after generation, then interview a parent or 
other adult about their favorite memories 
of the Fair.

“We are so thrilled with the response,” 
Wittenfeld said. “We wanted this to be a 
creative, fun, and educational opportunity.”

To view additional photos of the student 
winners and their artwork, visit the school 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us or www.thefair.com.

Students blend art, social studies in Spring Fair posters

Grants support “Diversity and the Arts” 
More than 10,000 students have partici-
pated in music and theater performances 
that promote diversity in the arts as part of 
a new grant program sponsored this year 
by the school district’s Offi ce of Diversity 
Affairs.

Educators throughout the district have 
been encouraged this year to apply for 
the fi rst-ever “Diversity and the Arts” 
mini-grants. The grants pay for students 
to attend performances at local theaters 
and playhouses or to have music and 
theater groups perform in the schools.

“The Offi ce of Diversity Affairs fully 
supports diversity in the arts,” said Gerald 
Denman, executive director of diversity 
affairs. “I think we owe it to our students 
to get them ready to set out in a global, 
multifaceted, multicultural world.”

Instructional coach Lynda Belt has coor-
dinated the performances and grants and 
said the program has been popular among 
teachers who want to enhance student 
learning with the arts. Grant recipients 
follow up performances with related 
classroom lessons, often using study 
guides provided by the performing arts 
groups. All lessons must meet state-
identifi ed learning requirements for each 
particular grade level. For more about the 
grants, visit the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Photos (top): Wildwood Elementary 
students learn about Brazilian 
culture during a “Show Brazilia” 
performance. (Bottom): Actors 
from the Broadway Center for the 
Performing Arts present “Show 
Way” at Puyallup High School.

Puyallup School District’s tenth annual 
Science Fair, “Science Explorations 
2008,” will be held April 17-20 during 
the Spring Fair at the Puyallup Fair and 
Events Center.

Student projects will be on display 
throughout the weekend on the second 
fl oor of the Pavilion. 

Families are also invited to participate 
in a variety of activities. Students in 
grades four through 12 can compete in 
a timed event called the Straw Tower 
Contest at 4:20 p.m. Thursday, April 
17.  They may register for this contest 
at their schools or between 6 and 8 
p.m. Wednesday, April 16 on the sec-
ond fl oor of the Pavilion.

New to this year’s science fair is a sci-
ence trivia contest for students. There 
will also be an opportunity for adults 
to see if they are “Smarter than a Sixth 
Grader” by testing their knowledge of 
what Puyallup School District students 
are learning in science classes.

This year’s Family Science Literacy 
series includes a presentation by Pierce 
College’s Science Clubonium at 4:30 
p.m. Friday, April 18. There will also 
be two Pacifi c Science Center per-
formances sponsored by the Bank of 
America: “Volts and Jolts” on Satur-
day, April 19 and the “Super Cool Sci-
ence Show” on Sunday, April 20.  Both 
performances begin at 4 p.m.

The Science Fair awards ceremony 
begins at 6 p.m. Sunday, April 20. 

District science fair 
is April 17-20

Winners of the fi rst-ever Spring Fair poster project are (from left): First place, Ridgecrest student Hayden 
Bush; second place, Pope Elementary student Brooke Johnston; and third place, Pope Elementary student  
Kyleigh Cochran. To see more photos of the winners and award presentations, visit the district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the top of the Home page, click More District News. 
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