
Pope Elementary students board a bus to begin their school day.
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Emerald Ridge 
grad helps with

AIDS awareness

 Hunt students 
get fi t and earn 

homemade hats 

2009 bond 
and levy 
election 94 6-8

Bond and capital levy on March 10 ballot

continued on page 7

Emerald Ridge High School juniors Ryan Leach (left) and Chelsea 
Nylin work on a science lab project. The March 10, 2009 school bond 
proposal includes funding for a 400-student classroom addition at the 
school. The expansion also includes more science lab space.

continued on page 4

Safety is key when considering 
school delays or closures

Register to vote 
through February 23
The last chance to register to vote in the 
March 10, 2009 election is in person 
at the Pierce County Elections Center  
through Monday, February 23.

The Elections Center is accepting reg-
istrations weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. at 2501 South 35th St., Suite 
C in Tacoma. February 7 was the dead-
line to mail in voter registrations.

Voter registration forms are available at 
each of the district’s 33 schools, on the 
Internet at www.co.pierce.wa.us/audi-
tor, or by calling the Pierce County 
Elections Center at (253) 798-7430. For 
information about voter eligibility, visit 
the district Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. On the Home page, click 
2009 Election.

Photo above: Sydney Lewis, 
a first grader at Fruitland 
Elementary, salutes the fl ag.

On March 10, 2009, Puyallup School 
District voters will be asked to consider a 
school bond and a capital levy to address 
continued facility and technology needs 
districtwide. The improvements would 
benefi t all schools in the district.

The $257 million school bond would fund 
several signifi cant construction projects, 
while the $57 million capital levy would pay 
for technology and facilities improvements.

The district estimates the school bond and 
capital levy would require a combined 
tax rate of $2.45 per thousand dollars of 
assessed valuation. The amount represents 
a 58-cent increase over the 2008 tax rate, 
which currently ranks as the district’s 
lowest tax rate since 1993 at $1.87 per 
thousand dollars of assessed value.

School bond projects

The school bond proposes eight major 
construction or remodeling projects that 
would be carried out between 2009 and 
2013. The following is a brief summary of 
these projects.

New elementary school

A new 750-student elementary school 
would be built in the southwest area of the 
district. The proposed 74,633-square-foot 
building would be located on the north 
side of 144th Street East at about 80th 
Avenue East. By adding an elementary 
school in the heavily populated South Hill 
area, crowding at neighboring schools 
such as Brouillet, Carson, Firgrove, 
Woodland, and Zeiger elementary schools 
would be reduced. Design of the new 

school would begin in 2009 with an an-
ticipated completion in 2012.

Firgrove Elementary School
replacement 

The current Firgrove Elementary is 
located next to Meridian Avenue East, the 
district’s main north-south road. A new 
62,770-square-foot building would be 
set further back from the street, thereby 
increasing safety and reducing noise. 
Firgrove has had four additions through 
the years and a modernization in 1985. A 
rebuilt school would also address avail-

able space issues that staff and students 
are currently experiencing. Students in 
the school’s band class, for example, at-
tend class in a section of the gymnasium. 
Orchestra students practice in a small area 
on the school’s stage.

Spinning Elementary School
replacement

The school bond would also fund a 
project to replace and relocate Spinning 

For parents and school staff members, the 
announcement of a school delay or closure 
is just a phone call away.

However, the process of gather-
ing enough information to declare an 
emergency takes hours, often during the 
middle of the night. Staff members moni-
tor road conditions fi rsthand with the 
safety of students, parents, and district 
employees as their top priority.

When severe weather is on the horizon 
or has already impacted the area, several 
district employees work together in the 

early morning hours to survey roads 
throughout the region.

The district’s transportation director, Hen-
ry Hammond, is responsible for continual-
ly monitoring road conditions. If weather 
is a concern, Hammond contacts Deputy 
Superintendent Debra Aungst at about 2 
a.m. By 3 a.m., Hammond, Aungst, and/or 
other staff members are in their cars driv-
ing many of the district’s bus routes. 

“We look for compacted ice, snow, and 
other conditions that might cause us to 



Aylen students support Mission to Mexico

Diana Seeley
Vice President

Without a doubt this is the most diffi cult 
article I have written. It is not because I 
lack passion for the topic — as a matter 
of fact, it is partly because of this passion 
that I struggle to fi nd the right words. I 
sit before the computer searching for just 
the right way to bring understanding to 
a question the school board has heard 
frequently of late: “Why would you put a 
measure, let alone two measures, on the 
ballot at a time like this?” 
  

The answer is simple: the March 10 elec-
tion is all about your children. You have 
entrusted us with your most precious 
children. You believe that each child who 
crosses our entries will receive an excel-
lent education. You expect your children 
to be safe in a learning environment that 
will encourage them to be complex think-
ers and to prepare them to be successful 
beyond graduation. We do not take these 
expectations lightly.

The current economic state does not 
change the number of children in our 
buildings. Nor does it change your expec-
tations. What is changing is our ability 
to provide the resources to meet your 
expectations. We are already doing more 
with less. Yet, we will need to serve even 
more children as our enrollment continues 
to grow. To keep up with their demands, 

we will need more classrooms and to 
replace our aging facilities. The bond will 
add an elementary school and replace 
three elementary schools, plus create 
greater capacity at our high schools. The 
capital levy will provide the technology 
our children need to stay current while 
also providing for effi ciency planning and 
safety on buses. Both the bond and the 
levy are intended to address the needs of 
all parts of the district.

We are fortunate to have steady gains in 
student achievement made possible by 
the hard work of experienced staff and 
the support of our community partner-
ships. The future of our ability to maintain 
excellence in student achievement lies 
within the upcoming election. This elec-
tion will decide whether we can continue 
to meet your expectations. 
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District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
District challenges students to achieve 
their academic, creative, and physical 
potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, PO Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
(253) 841-8703; or e-mail khansen@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Karen Hansen

Editor: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Contributing Writers: 
Susan Gifford, Philip Palermo, 
and Teresa Stover 

Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
( L o r r a i n e  Wi l s o n ,  a s s i s t a n t 
superintendent of human resources) 
at 302 Second St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 
98372.  Phone:  (253) 841-8764. 

Tony Apostle
Superintendent
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Board Member’s Message
Meeting expectations in student achievement

School bond and levy address ongoing needs
The best time to plant a tree is twenty 
years ago. The second best time is now.

~ Proverb

This message to Puyallup School Dis-
trict patrons kicks off the new year with 
inspiration and hope for providing the 
very best education to Puyallup’s children 
in 2009. Please take note: On March 10, 
voters will have an opportunity to decide 
to approve or reject a school bond and 
capital projects levy that will affect every 
student in the school district. 

How will the March 10 election impact 
every student? All of our comprehensive 
high schools — Puyallup High School, Rog-
ers High School, and Emerald Ridge High 
School — are on the projects list for signifi -
cant facility improvements and additions. 
Further, if approved by voters, all students 
and staff districtwide will receive increased 

technology training and access to computers. 
The bond measure will replace the aging Fir-
grove, Spinning, and Waller Road elementary 
schools and build a new elementary school 
on South Hill on 144th Street East near 80th 
Avenue East. The new school would ease 
future overcrowding at Carson and other sur-
rounding elementary schools.

Should voters reject the bond measure, all 
South Hill elementary schools will enroll 

a greater number of students than their 
original building capacity. For some, it is 
also possible that siblings may not attend 
the same elementary school. When grade 
levels are full at one school, a brother 
and/or sister may have to be bused some 
distance away to a school outside of the 
neighborhood’s regular elementary at-
tendance boundary. Families are greatly 
affected when their children are enrolled 
in two different elementary schools, and it 
should be avoided.

As described above, the quality and condi-
tion of education in the Puyallup School 
District in 2009 and beyond will be deter-
mined by community stakeholders. Despite 
the present economic conditions, Puyallup’s 
children deserve a quality and equitable 
educational experience. Voters will decide 
the level of service and public support for 
this community’s public schools.  

After a year or more of work to demon-
strate their skills, six Puyallup School 
District teachers have earned the right 
to be called National Board Certifi ed 
educators.

The group joins more than two dozen 
teachers throughout the district who have 
earned the distinction in previous years.

“National Board Certifi cation recognizes 
excellence in teaching and learning,” 
said Gaye Lantz, director of professional 
development.

This year’s National Board Certifi cation 
recipients are:

• Christina Everett, Learning Assistance 
Program

• Mindy Noland, Deaf & Hard of 
Hearing Program, Rogers High 
School

• Cheryl Niemela, Science, Rogers 
High School

• Mark Phillips, Math, Puyallup High 
School

• Kelley Lee, Puyallup Family Co-op
• Lisa Rollins, Secondary Math 

Instructional Coach

Certifi cation can take a year or more to 
attain. Applicants must submit a four-part 
portfolio that includes video recordings 
demonstrating interactions with students.

The candidates must also take a six-part 
written assessment based on the fi eld in 

which they are associated, such as art, 
music, or science. A group of at least 12 
teachers examine and score each applica-
tion.

“Teachers who take on this process are 
really committed to their professional 
development,” Lantz said. “They have to 
have incredible determination.”

Lantz, who oversees the application pro-
cess, added that the district provides sup-
port to teachers who are working toward 
certifi cation. Facilitators meet monthly 

with each applicant to help them along 
the way as they prepare their portfolios.

Statewide, 919 teachers received Nation-
al Board Certifi cation this year, ranking 
third among all states for new recipients. 
Washington’s total of 2,726 board-certi-
fi ed teachers is the eighth highest in the 
nation.

With this year’s six new recipients, 
Puyallup now has 29 National Board 
Certifi ed teachers. Another 50 educators 
are undergoing the application process.

Teachers receive National Board Certifi cation

Newly selected National Board Certifi ed teachers are (from left): 
Mark Phillips, Kelley Lee, Christina Everett, Mindy Noland, Cheryl 
Niemela, and Lisa Rollins.



Kindergarten registration begins March 
10-13 for students who will enter the 
Puyallup School District for the fi rst time 
in fall 2009.

Evening registration will be from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10. Daytime 
registration is scheduled March 11-13. 
Check with local schools for daytime 
registration hours, as times may vary.

Due to fi nancial constraints, the district 
will not be offering full-day kindergarten 
during the 2009-10 school year.

Parents of all students entering kindergar-
ten should register at their neighborhood 
school or at the school near their daycare 
center.

Kindergarten registration packets are 
available at elementary schools the week 
prior to registration. Packets cannot be 
returned to schools before the registration 
dates listed above and must contain all 
required items.

The following are required at the time of 
registration:

•  Proof of the child’s birthday, such 
as a birth certifi cate. Children must 
be 5 years old on or before August 
31, 2009 to be eligible to register for 
kindergarten. The district does not test 
for early entrance.

•  Proof of address (recent utility bill, 
lease agreement, etc.).

•  Proof that the child has had the 
required immunizations and the dates 
when they were given (see required 
immunization list below).  

A child will not be registered until the 
school has received the required items.

Immunizations required

State law requires that children entering 
Washington public schools must show 
proof of having had the following im-
munizations, and all children attending 

kindergarten after July 1, 2009 must show 
the following documentation on their 
Certifi cate of Immunization Status (CIS) 
form:

•  Diptheria, Tetanus, and acellular 
Pertussis vaccine (DTaP): Four doses, 
the last of which must have been given 
on or after the child’s fourth birthday.

•  Polio vaccine: Three doses if the last 
dose is given on or after the fourth 
birthday. Four doses if all doses are 
given before the fourth birthday.

•  Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR): 
Two doses. The fi rst dose must be 
given on or after the fi rst birthday.

•  Hepatitis B: Three doses.
• Varicella (chickenpox): Two doses, or 

one of the following: 
 1) A health care provider’s note giving 

diagnosis or verifi cation of a history 

of varicella disease or herpes zoster. 
Parental documentation of history of 
varicella will no longer be accepted for 
kindergarten students; or 

2) Date of blood test (titer) showing 
serological proof of immunity to 
varicella or herpes zoster; or 

3) Exemption from immunity based on 
a medical, religious, or personal reason.

Required immunizations can be obtained 
from a family physician or by contacting 
the Good Samaritan Mobile Health Service 
at (253) 697-8160. Children must be ac-
companied by a parent or legal guardian, 
and a shot record is required. 

The Good Samaritan Mobile Health Web 
site is www.multicare.org/home/mobile-
health-services.

Collectively, they have given more than 
a thousand years of service to students. 
Now retired, nearly 50 former teachers, 
administrators, and support staff continue 
to give back to schools and the commu-
nity through their active involvement in 
the Puyallup School Retirees group.

The organization, which has earned the 
reputation of being among the most active 
school retiree groups in the state, has been 
gathering monthly for nearly 30 years.

The luncheons are a time for retirees to 
socialize, discuss local and state education 
issues, listen to guest speakers, and garner 
support for community service projects.

Members are passionate about their local 
and worldwide community. Many volun-
teer time to tutor students in reading, work 
phone banks during school levy and bond 
election campaigns, collect food and gifts 
for families in need, and offer a helping 
hand to impoverished countries.

They also look forward to coming to-
gether simply to catch up on each other’s 
lives over a bowl of soup or a cup of 
coffee. The group meets monthly from 
October through April, with the exception 
of December.

“It’s like a class reunion every time we 
come together,” said Mary Ann Jorgensen, 
who retired from teaching in 1983.

Retired teacher Stan Moe added, “It’s 

good to hear what is going on in the 
district, and it’s fun to see the people you 
know.”

While the Puyallup School Retirees group 
is not a formal unit of the Washington 
State School Retirees Association, it is 
well-known on both the state and local 
levels.

“Puyallup is among the most active in the 

state — you bet your boots they are,” said 
Bob Slingland, a Tacoma School District 
retiree and past president of both the 
county and state school retirees associa-
tions.

As past president, Slingland visited the 
Puyallup group on several occasions. “We 

School district retirees listen to a performance of the Puyallup High 
School Norselanders, led by director George Guenther, during a recent 
meeting. The retirees meet regularly throughout the school year and 
host guest speakers and presentations.

continued on page 9
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Meeker Elementary kindergarten teacher Sue Field talks about the 
letter “D” with her class. Kindergarten registration begins March 10-
13 for students entering the district for the fi rst time this fall.

Kindergarten registration begins March 10-13
The Puyallup School District offers a 
variety of resources for parents con-
cerned about their child’s development 
or progress.  

Children ages 3 to 5 not yet
of kindergarten age  

The district offers free developmental 
screenings once a month for children 
ages 3 to 5 who are not yet kindergarten 
age. The screenings address suspected 
developmental delays in preschool-aged 
children in communication, learning, 
physical development, social/emotional 
skills, and self-help skills. Vision and 
hearing screenings are also adminis-
tered. 

Screening information is used to deter-
mine if a child needs further evaluation. 
Preschool-aged students who have been 
evaluated as needing special education 
services and have a current Individu-
alized Education Plan (IEP) may be 
eligible for one of the district’s early 
childhood programs.

These services are available to all fami-
lies who live within Puyallup School 
District boundaries. For more informa-
tion or to schedule a screening appoint-
ment, call the Child Find secretary at 
(253) 841-8700.

Parents who do not have concerns about 
their child’s development but are inter-
ested in enrolling them as a typical peer 
in the developmental preschool program 
are given the option of limited, tuition-
paying slots in each of the district’s 
developmental preschool programs.

Currently there are developmental 
preschool programs at Carson, Edger-
ton, Hilltop, Karshner, Stewart, Sunrise, 
Wildwood, and Zeiger elementary 
schools.

For additional information regarding 
peer model enrollment, contact Puyallup 
Special Services at (253) 841-8700 or 
e-mail Kelly Carrick at kcarrick@puyal-
lup.k12.wa.us.

Immunizations are required for all 
preschoolers, and additional informa-
tion regarding these requirements will 
be provided to parents prior to enroll-
ment in a district preschool program. 
The information is also available on the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. Point to Student Learning on the 
Home page, click Special Services &  
Programs, and then click Child Find in 
the left pane.

Preschool-aged children
under age 3  

If there are concerns regarding the 
development of a child under the age of 
three, free screenings and services are 
available to Puyallup School District 
residents. For additional information 
regarding these screenings/services, 
contact Pierce County Human Services 
at (253) 798-3790.

School-aged children

Parents who have concerns about their 
school-aged child’s development or 
progress in school are encouraged 
to discuss these concerns with the 
student’s teacher, principal, or school 
psychologist.  

The screenings, evaluations, and 
services listed above are free and are 
part of the district’s federal mandate 
to provide Child Find activities and 
services as part of the Individual with 
Disabilities Education Act.

Developmental 
screenings, preschool 

Puyallup school retirees give back to community



When the recess bell rings, Sunni Ber-
bert walks by students playing tetherball, 
continues past a game of wall ball, and 
bypasses the popular climbing structure. 
Instead, the fi fth grader heads straight for 
the track, where she begins to jog around 
the quarter-mile loop.

Since school started in fall, Berbert has 
logged 70 miles around the Hunt Elemen-
tary School track. And she’s not done yet.

“I don’t have a goal — I just keep going,” 
the 10-year-old said. “It’s fun because you 
get to earn a special hat.”

Berbert is among 138 fi rst through sixth 
graders who have walked at least 10 miles 
as part of a fi tness incentive program new 
this year at Hunt Elementary. As of last 
count, students had collectively walked 
2,020 miles.

The idea is simple: Walk around the track 
once and have the playground supervisor 
initial the image of a foot stamped onto a 
piece of paper. Round the track 40 times, 
or 10 miles, and earn a colorful knit, cro-
cheted, or fl eece hat.

The hats are special, students say, because 
many are handmade by Playground Super-
visor Sarah Lovett.

In her 10 years as a playground supervi-
sor, Lovett said she has seen too many 

students who don’t dress properly for 
recess during cold weather. Last summer, 
she decided to knit a hat for every child.

“I thought it would be nice to give each 
one a hat to keep warm,” she said. After 
the fi rst 75 hats, however, Lovett realized 
she wouldn’t have enough time before 
school started to knit a hat for each of the 
school’s 800-plus students.

That’s when Principal Rebecca Williams 
stepped in. She met with Lovett and, 
between the two of them, devised a plan 
to have students earn a hat by walking the 
track.

News quickly spread, and the track soon 
fi lled at recess with students walking, jog-
ging, and running.

Lovett posted a chart in the school 
entrance hallway that lists the names of 
students who have reached the 10-mile 
mark. Below the names is the distance 
referenced as to how far one would travel 
across country to match the number of 
miles students walked. The 2,020 miles 
tallied last month, for example, is equal to 
the distance from Hunt Elementary to just 
past Nashville, Tenn.

Students also get their names announced 
over the school intercom and their photos, 
wearing their hats of course, posted in the 
school entry.

“Sarah’s idea of making a hat for every 
student has become quite a phenomenon,” 
Williams said. Sarah’s hats have created 
an environment where goal-setting meets 
reward and exercise.”

With so many students participating, 
it didn’t take long for the hat supply to 
dwindle. After an appeal for help in the 

school newsletter, staff members, parents, 
and grandparents responded. Many donated 
yarn and others helped knit, crochet, or sew 
hats in different colors, styles, and designs. 

“We have people making hats or donat-
ing yarn who don’t even know our kids,” 

continued on page 10

Hunt Elementary School Playground Supervisor Sarah Lovett is joined 
by some of the 138 students who have completed 2,020 miles around 
the track and earned a hat or scarf handcrafted by Lovett and other 
volunteers.
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Hunt students stay warm, get fi t with hat incentive program

consider starting two hours late or closing 
school,” Hammond said.

While they are keeping a close eye on 
driving conditions, Hammond said they 
also consider how traveling on foot might 
be affected by weather. “We want our 
staff, and our students who are walking 
to a bus stop or to school, to be as safe as 
possible,” he said.

Evaluating conditions 

Although there’s not enough time for the 
pair to examine every route, Aungst said 
they make sure to examine places known 
to be vulnerable in bad weather. Staff 
members also monitor several streets in 
housing developments that are hilly or 
prone to icing over.

During this survey period, Hammond and 
Aungst stay in contact by phone with each 
other and with other employees who may 
be assisting them. In addition, Aungst said 
nearby districts are contacted to see how a 
weather system might be affecting neigh-
boring areas. They also use district laptops 
to access online weather reports and then 
meet face-to-face to review information.

The Puyallup School District covers 
nearly 55 square miles at a variety of 
elevations. Between North Hill and South 
Hill is the Puyallup River valley. Such 
geographic differences can present chal-
lenges as staff members try to determine 
the best course of action. “We can have 
very icy and snowy conditions in parts 
of our district and dry 
areas in other parts,” 
Aungst said.

Hammond added that 
making the decision to 
delay or close school 
requires a good under-
standing of the rapidly 
changing nature of 
Pacifi c Northwest 
weather.

Because the group surveys roads hours 
before the typical morning commute, they 

Safety is key
continued from page 1

must also try to predict what could happen 
by the time parents, school bus drivers, 
and employees get on the road. “You end 
up being a meteorologist to an extent,” 
Hammond said. 

If they think conditions might present a 
danger, the group contacts Superintendent 
Tony Apostle. “Together, we make a deci-
sion,” said Aungst. “That decision needs 
to be made by 5 a.m. so there’s adequate 
time to notify people. Parents often leave 
work early in the morning, and how the 
road conditions will affect the safety of 
their children is our primary concern.”

January fl ooding

In some instances, the district receives 
advance warning from sources including 
Pierce County, the City of Puyallup, and 
the National Weather Service. This was 
the case last month when heavy fl ooding 
was predicted for much of the Puyallup 
River valley.

Projections of 
unprecedented 
fl ooding prompted 
the district to form 
its Emergency 
Operations Center 
(EOC). District 
staff members assigned to the EOC form 
a team which makes decisions and carries 
out plans for various emergencies such as 
fi res, earthquakes, school intruders, and 
fl oods.

Based on input from Pierce County and 
the City of Puyallup, the team chose to 
cancel school on January 8. Meanwhile, 
city and county offi cials advised residents 
and businesses in the Puyallup valley to 
evacuate to higher ground.

While the fl ooding issues centered in the 
valley area, the cancellation decision ap-
plied to all schools. The district, Hammond 
said, does not implement partial closures 
because of the numerous transportation, 
staffi ng, and other issues that could arise.

For example, some students who live at 
higher elevations attend valley schools. 
The Puyallup High School boundary 
includes residents of the North Hill area, 
and transportation could have been af-
fected by the rising Puyallup River. 

Aungst added that students are bused across 
the district for a variety of reasons, includ-
ing school-specifi c classes and programs. 
A partial closure would have affected those 
transportation arrangements as well.

Nearly all areas of the district were affect-
ed by high waters. Some roads routinely 
driven by buses were impassable.

Additionally, employees living in areas 
affected by the weather emergency might 
not be able to get to work at schools 
throughout the district.

“The communication with affected fami-
lies and the logistics involved with only 
closing some schools is just not possible,” 
Aungst said.

Communication efforts

After a delay or closure has been de-
clared, the group then works to no-

tify parents and 
district staff 
members. A 
notice is sent to 
“SchoolReport.
org,” a Web 
site that allows 
visitors to sign 
up for e-mail 

or pager alerts if the school district has 
declared an emergency. 

Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, sets up an auto-
mated phone alert through the district’s 
SchoolMessenger system, which places 
a phone call to thousands of families 
and school employees. The emergency 
information is also posted to the district 
Web site.

To avoid confusion, the decision to 
delay or cancel a school day remains in 
effect even if road conditions are not 
as expected. Aungst said phone calls 
retracting or modifying an emergency 
announcement later in the day might not 
reach parents who may need to arrange 
for alternate child care or school em-
ployees who have already made alter-
nate arrangements.

“It’s not a perfect science, but we do our 
very best because we are very concerned 
about the safety of our students,” she said.

Newly appointed 
district leadership
Education Service Center
Deputy Superintendent

Name: Debra Aungst
Former Position: 
Assistant Superin-
tendent of Education 
Support
Previous Positions: 
Aungst has nearly 
30 years of experi-
ence in education. 
Before coming to 
Puyallup in 2000, 
she worked 16 years 
in the Renton School District — seven 
years as its business manager and nine 
years as its assistant superintendent of 
business — and fi ve years as account-
ing manager in the Issaquah School 
District. Before joining the education 
fi eld, she worked as an accountant and a 
computer operator in the private sector, 
including Kaye-Smith Enterprises and 
the U.S. Forest Service.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Cen-
tral Washington University, master’s 
degree from Seattle University, and 
Washington State superintendent’s cre-
dential from Seattle Pacifi c University.

Human Resources
Director of Human Resources

Name: Tina Konsmo
Former Position: 
Contract Analyst 
for Auburn School 
District
Previous Positions: 
Konsmo began 
working for the Au-
burn School District 
in 1999 as a para-
educator. While with 
the Auburn School 

District she also held the positions of 
certifi ed support specialist and substi-
tute coordinator. Prior to that, she was a 
teacher at the Learn & Play Preschool.
Degrees: Associate’s degree from 
Green River Community College.

Henry 
Hammond

Debra Aungst

Tina Konsmo

Sign up at www.SchoolReport.org on 
the Internet to receive e-mail or pager 
messages when school schedules change 
due to inclement weather or other 
emergency situations.  



Ninth grader Darrion Krajewski helps stack food donations at Ferrucci 
Junior High. The school’s collection drive resulted in more than 
5,000 food items and more than $1,800 in cash donations. Schools 
throughout the district are holding similar collection drives as part 
of “Puyallup Schools Give Back.” 

The Puyallup Family Co-op has sched-
uled tours and information nights about 
its 2009-10 school year. Attendance 
at one of the tours and an information 
night is a required part of the enrollment 
process.

The Co-op, located at Firgrove Elemen-
tary, gives families an opportunity to 
take a more active role in the academic 
learning process by participating in 
classroom activities or school lead-
ership. Students from kindergarten 
through sixth grade are eligible to 
enroll.

Upcoming tours will be held at 9 a.m.  
March 13 and March 26. The tours be-
gin in the Firgrove Elementary offi ce.

Informational meetings will be conduct-
ed at 6:30 p.m. on March 12, and 7 p.m. 
on March 23, in the Firgrove library.

Firgrove Elementary School is located 
at 13918 Meridian Avenue South.

Applications for the upcoming school 
year are due by 3 p.m. on March 27.  
A lottery to determine fall enrollment 
will be conducted at 3 p.m. on April 6. 
For more information, call enrollment 
coordinator Marjorie DeShaw at (253) 
435-7737.

For more information about the Co-op, 
visit the district Web site at www.puyal-
lup.k12.wa.us. Point to Student Learn-
ing, click Specialty Programs, and then 
click Puyallup Family Co-op.

School board elects 
new offi cers
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Puyallup Family 
Co-op sets tours and 
information nights

Every year in December, the Puyallup 
School Board elects 
new offi cers for the 
coming year.

By unanimous vote, 
the board elected 
Greg Heath presi-
dent, Diana Seeley 
vice president, and 
Cindy Poysnick 
legislative represen-
tative.

The three join Director Kathy Af-
fl erbaugh and new board member Pat 
Donovan who was appointed by the 
board at its January 26 meeting.

Donovan fi lls the seat vacated by Bruce 
Dammeier, who announced his resigna-
tion in December, effective January 12. 
Dammeier, who has served on the board 
since 2001, left the post to devote time 
to his recently elected position as a state 
representative in the 25th District.

District policy specifi es that in case of 
a vacancy on the board, “the remaining 
board members shall fi ll such vacancy 
by appointment ... to serve until the next 
regularly scheduled election, at which 
time a director shall be elected for the 
unexpired term, if any.”

Donovan will serve through the end 
of Dammeier’s term, November 2009. 
School board members are elected to four-
year terms, however elections are held 
every two years because seats are up for 
election at staggered intervals.

To learn more about Donovan, visit 
the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Districtwide giving campaign is under way
Each year, November and December are 
typically the most popular months for area 
collection drives to benefi t those in need.

With the recent fi nancial turmoil affecting 
a wide range of people, Superintendent 
Tony Apostle called upon students and 
staff across the district to extend their acts 
of giving through the new year.

“Puyallup Schools Give Back” encourages 
each school to conduct food, toy, money, 
clothing, and other collection drives to 
help others throughout the community. 
The effort started in November and con-
tinues through March 6.

Several schools have already participated 
in the program, and other projects are 
under way, said instructional coach Rachel 
Hart. She is helping to coordinate the 
program with administrative interns Jayne 
Hofstrand and Heather McMullen.

Food Drives

Students, staff, and volunteers at schools 
like Carson Elementary and Ferrucci 
Junior High have spent countless hours 
organizing food drives to benefi t local 
families.

At Carson Elementary, every classroom 
from preschool through sixth grade 
competed to collect the most donations. 
The food drive took place during the fi rst 
half of December. When the fi nal numbers 
were tallied, students exceeded their goal 
by more than 50 percent on their way to 
collecting more than 3,000 food items. 

Volunteers helped transport the donations 
to the Holy Disciples Food Bank on South 
Hill not far from the school.

Ferrucci Junior High students conducted a 
schoolwide food drive to collect items this 
past November. School counselors identi-
fi ed 20 low-income families and others in 
need in the area. 

Competitions were held between classes 
to see which group could donate the most 
goods. During the drive, organizers identi-
fi ed specifi c items that were either in high 
demand or in short supply. These were 
designated as bonus items, which were 
worth more points during the collection 
contests.

In addition to efforts at school, students 
in Ferrucci Junior High’s Community 
Service Club also spent some of their 
weekends at Top Food & Drug on South 
Hill. There, they collected donated items 
from customers.

Between the school drive and the do-
nations at Top Food & Drug, students 
collected more than 5,000 items and 
$1,800 in cash donations. The items were 
packaged into gift boxes for each of the 
20 families. Cash donations were used to 
purchase gift cards so the recipients could 
purchase a turkey. After all of the families 
picked up their packages, the remaining 
donations were sent to local food banks.

Toy and gift drives

Schools throughout the district also col-
lected toys and money donations for local 
children during the winter holidays. 

At Firgrove Elementary, a Winter Wishes 
campaign raised more than $2,000 in do-
nations. The school purchased $50 Target 
gift cards for their students in need.

Emerald Ridge High and Brouillet 
Elementary students were among those 
throughout the district who also conducted 
toy drives to collect holiday gifts for local 

children as part of the annual Puyallup 
Giftmakers program. 

Other service projects

In addition to collection drives held as part 
of the Puyallup Schools Give Back pro-
gram, students throughout the district gave 
back to their communities in other ways.

The Emerald Ridge High Interact Club, for 
example, hosted a dinner in early December 
for 120 families in need. The students pur-
chased pizzas, served food, and organized 
games and activities during the dinner at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Puyallup.

At Hunt Elementary, a group of students 
joined their siblings from neighboring 
schools to bring holiday cheer to senior 
citizens by singing at the Pioneer House 
care center in Puyallup. 

Woodland Elementary hosted a holiday 
giving tree in the main offi ce. Tags describ-
ing different gifts adorned the tree, and 
visitors could select a tag to purchase the 
item listed. In all, 110 students from 32 
families received gifts through the school’s 
giving tree program. Fourth graders in Ka-
tie Anderson’s class also created and sold 
storybooks, with the $568 in proceeds go-
ing to Mary Bridge Children’s Foundation.

Puyallup Giftmakers has record-setting year

More than 800 children from nearly 300 families in the district received new toys and other gifts in 
December during the Puyallup Giftmakers 22nd annual gift-giving event. The Puyallup School Board 
gave special thanks to students, staff, and community members who contributed to the program’s  
record-setting year. The Giftmakers Board of Directors meets throughout the year to plan and collect 
toys for the event. If interested in donating new toys, books, games, stockings, or stocking stuffers, 
contact the school district’s communications offi ce at (253) 841-8703.

Photos (left): Emerald Ridge High students Diana Conde (left) and Audrey Zaragoza help Cassie 
Coleman fi ll a bag with toys, books, stockings, school supplies, games, and stuffers. (Right): Student 
volunteers help carry bags of gifts to a Giftmakers recipient’s car.

Greg Heath



District enrollment projections show growth through 2020

Sixth graders learn in a portable classroom at Zeiger Elementary. 
Portables are often used to augment overcrowding at schools. The 
March 10 school bond proposal would fund the construction of a 750-
student elementary school in the southwest region of the district.

At home, ninth grader John Worswick 
feels the difference between a newer, 
faster computer compared to one several 
years old. 

“I noticed it once my mom bought a new 
computer,” said the Ferrucci Junior High 
student. “I got the older one for my room. 
It’s defi nitely faster to work on the new 
model. The older computer I have crashes 
a lot.”

Worswick’s experiences at home are simi-
lar to those felt by students and staff in 
schools across the district. As technology 
continues to evolve, the equipment needed 
to support those advancements continually 
needs to be updated.

Part of the March 10, 2009 capital levy 
proposal would pay to replace computers 
for staff and students districtwide.

Student computer improvements

The capital levy would pay to replace 
about 1,600 student computers — 800 
outdated student laptop computers and 
800 outdated student desktop computers 
located in libraries, career centers, and 
classrooms.

In addition, the levy proposal includes 
funds for about 800 more student laptop 
or desktop computers to be placed along-
side the other new models. Adding more 
computers will help in the district’s efforts 
to lower the student-to-computer ratio at 
all schools. 

Every school in the district would receive 
replacement models, especially for com-
puters nearing 10 years of use.

By reducing the student-to-computer ratio, 
students can have an easier time gaining 
access to computers and learning skills to 
help them succeed, said Jay McSweeney, 
director of information technology.

A typical student desktop computer has a 
reasonable lifespan of six or seven years, 
said McSweeney. Laptop computers 
usually have a shorter average life due to 
the wear and tear of frequent movement 
during transport. 

Thanks to funds from the voter-approved 
2004 bond, the district has spent the past 
few years replacing some of the oldest 
computers. Models that were considered 
relatively new at the time were left alone. 
However, McSweeney said, today those 
computers are nearing that six-year life-
span and will soon need replacement.

“It costs a lot of money to maintain those 
computers because their warranties have 
run out,” he added.

Ferrucci Junior High ninth grader Mary 
Tucci said while it might seem like 
today’s students grow up with computer 
skills they pick up at home, that is not 
always the case. 

“A lot of kids don’t have access at home, 
and school computers give everyone a 
chance to learn,” she said.

Staff computer replacements 
and training

In addition to the student computer improve-
ments, about 800 outdated teacher, support 
staff, and administrator computers would be 
replaced. Teacher laptops, McSweeney said, 
have become a vital part of the everyday 
classroom, especially now that grades and 
attendance are being recorded electronically. 

The levy would also pay to train staff to be-
come more familiar with new technologies.

Patti McMullan, a career counselor at Em-
erald Ridge High, said replacing outdated 
staff computers and providing professional 
development opportunities would allow 

Brouillet Elementary fourth grader Nathan Curtis uses assistive 
technology to control a computer program. The blue button located 
on the headrest of his wheelchair allows Curtis to advance information 
on the computer screen. The March 10 capital levy proposal includes 
funds to provide a variety of assistive technology.

With the opening of Glacier View Junior 
High this year, nearly 300 fewer stu-
dents attend Stahl Junior High. Principal 
Melanie Helle cautions that the relief from 
years of overcrowding is welcome — but 
temporary.

“We will get more students within the 
next couple of years, probably back up to 
where we were last year, as Silver Creek 
and other new neighborhoods continue to 
build more homes,” she said.

The school was designed to support 750 
students when it opened in 1993. Growth 
in the South Hill area pushed enrollment 
higher and higher over the years, reaching 
1,088 students last year. “We had large 
class sizes, and we had teachers sharing 
rooms,” Helle said.

With 775 students enrolled this year, the 
school is still classifi ed as being over 
capacity, and portable classrooms con-
tinue to be used to provide enough student 
learning space. In some cases, there are 34 
or more teenagers competing for space in 
one classroom.

Crowding is also an issue at several 
elementary schools in the South Hill area, 
including Brouillet, Firgrove, Woodland, 
and Zeiger elementary schools. All four 
schools were designed for 500 to 550 stu-
dents; however, each of them serves more 
than 600 students this year.

Even Carson Elementary School, which 
opened in September 2007, has outgrown 
its size. Three portable classrooms have 
been moved on site to teach students. 
The school was built for 750 students and 
watched its enrollment soar to 842 this 
year. 

Enrollment projections

Enrollment projections show that even 
more growth is expected, especially in 
the South Hill region. Over the next 10 

years, enrollment is expected to increase 
districtwide by more than 1,700 students 
— to more than 24,000 in 2020. 

W. Les Kendrick, a consultant tasked with 
forecasting student enrollments, provides 
projections for several Puget Sound area 
school districts, including Puyallup. While 
the real estate market across the region 
has slowed recently, Kendrick said local 
populations will continue increasing.

“I would still see growth over the long 
term — out to 2020,” he said. Kendrick 
takes a variety of factors into account, in-
cluding current housing, potential housing 
growth, birth rates, past trends, and other 
regional impacts. 

In the Puyallup School District, Kendrick 
said one of the main factors for growth is 
new housing. In preparation for this con-
tinued growth and in response to schools 

that are already over capacity, the district 
has proposed building a new 750-student 
elementary school in the southwest area 
of the district. A proposal to replace three 
elementary schools and add classroom 
space at the high school level is also in-
cluded in the March 10, 2009 school bond 
measure.

20 years of growth

Puyallup School District enrollment has 
increased from fewer than 14,000 students 
in 1988 to nearly 22,000 students this 
school year.

The past 20 years have seen the remodel-
ing of existing buildings and the construc-
tion of new schools to accommodate the 
continued growth. For example, the voter-
approved 1988 bond funded remodels of 
Fruitland, Mt. View, and Wildwood El-
ementary. Three new buildings — Brouil-

let, Hunt, and Shaw Road elementary 
schools — were also constructed.

Voters also approved bonds in 1991, 1997, 
and 2004 that funded several reconstruc-
tion efforts, school replacements, and new 
construction projects designed to provide 
classroom space to more students.

As a result, the number of school build-
ings has also increased during the past 
20 years. In 1988, the district operated 
22 school buildings covering 1.6 mil-
lion square feet. Today, the district has 
33 schools, with a total of 2.58 million 
square feet.

Kendrick’s enrollment report, which he 
reviewed at last month’s school board 
meeting, includes three sets of statistics 
representing conservative, medium, and 
aggressive predictions. The district will 
use the conservative enrollment estimates 
in planning the 2009-10 school year 
budget.

This year marked the fi rst time in four 
years that district enrollment has declined. 
Kendrick’s most conservative estimates 
for next year show a further decline of 
about 185 students. The report attributes 
the drop to national and regional hous-
ing market conditions that have affected 
the number of families moving into the 
area. However, the small decreases are an 
exception rather than the start of a trend of 
things to come, said Deputy Superinten-
dent Debra Aungst.

“It is by no means indicating a down-
turn,” Aungst said. “There are always 
variances. It ebbs and fl ows, but the 
long-range projections show continued 
growth. We need to be prepared to house 
these students, and it takes a long time 
from planning a school to occupancy. 
Even though the current housing market 
stall has resulted in less aggressive short-
term increases, the long-term outlook 
shows continued growth.”
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March 10, 2009 election
Capital levy proposes replacing outdated computers

continued on page 8



School bond and 
capital levy projects
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Elementary. The current building is 
located next to East Pioneer Avenue and 
is within 85 feet of a heavily used railroad 
line. Staff and students have described 
disruptions to student learning due to 
the noise and vibration caused by freight 
trains nearby. The aging facility also has 
frequent issues with drainage, especially 
after strong rains. District staff members 
are often called to the school to drain water 
from areas between the main building and 
portable classroom units. The school would 
be replaced with a 550-student, 62,770-
square-foot school. Spinning has had four 
additions, as well as a modernization in 
1985. 

Waller Road Elementary School
replacement 

Waller Road Elementary is currently 
located next to the increasingly busy 
intersection of Waller Road East and 64th 
Street East. The 2009 school bond would 
pay to replace Waller Road Elementary 
with a 550-student school built further back 
from Waller Road East to the south end 
of the school site. The 60,223-square-foot 
replacement building would also alleviate 
the current building’s reliance on portable 
classroom units that lack features such as 
bathrooms and running water. Waller Road 
Elementary has had two additions over the 
years and a modernization in 1985. 

Elementary lunch service
area upgrades

Food service at seven elementary schools 
currently involves using temporary spaces 
or areas intended for other uses. Health code 
requirements and food delivery models have 
changed signifi cantly since these schools 
were designed. As a result, equipment 
such as portable hand washing stations and 

computerized cash registers are set up dur-
ing lunch periods. Currently, these schools 
use front entrances, hallways, gymnasiums, 
or the school library to serve lunch. The 
proposed upgrades would create dedicated 
food service space at Fruitland, Karshner, 
Mt. View, Northwood, Pope, Ridgecrest, 
and Sunrise elementary schools. 

Emerald Ridge High School 
classroom addition 

In response to growing enrollment at 
Emerald Ridge High, the 2009 school 
bond proposes a classroom addition on the 
south end of the school. The 400-student, 
34,800-square-foot project would add 
general classroom space and science lab 
areas. The school’s library would also be 
relocated to the building addition. Most of 
the existing library space would be opened 
to expand the school’s main commons 
area and reduce crowding. Another section 
of the existing library would be converted 
into a career readiness center.

Puyallup High School
classroom addition Phase Two

The voter-approved 2004 school bond 
paved the way for construction of the 
Phase One classroom addition project 
under way along Pioneer Avenue. The 
second phase proposed in the 2009 school 
bond includes building the second and 
third fl oors onto that classroom addition. 
The two additional stories would provide 
new science labs and general classroom 
space for 200 students. By adding more 
permanent classrooms, the school would 
reduce the need for portable units and 
create more on-site parking for students. 
Construction of the fi rst fl oor is scheduled 
to fi nish in 2009. The second phase would 
be completed by September 2011. 

Rogers High School auxiliary gym 
and performing arts center storage 

Rogers High has a single gymnasium, 
which creates space 
problems when try-
ing to accommodate 
large physical edu-
cation classes and 
after-school athletic 
programs. For ex-
ample, the school’s 
gymnastics team 
practices in the 
commons area, and 
the wrestling team 
uses a small bal-
cony space above 
the gym. Gymnas-
tics team members 
spend nearly an 
hour each practice 
setting up and tak-
ing down equip-
ment because they 
lack a dedicated 
space. An auxiliary 
gym would provide 
additional practice 
space and serve as a 
large meeting area. 
The bond would 

also fund storage for stage sets and for 
other performing arts equipment. 

Capital levy projects

The capital levy proposes short-term 
districtwide projects related to technol-
ogy and facilities upgrades that would 
be carried out between 2009 and 2015. 
The following is a brief summary of 
these projects. 

Student learning technology
systems and equipment

The school district’s computer network 
would be upgraded, allowing for signifi -
cantly faster Internet access and more 
reliable communication between school 
buildings. The upgraded network would 
increase the amount of computer data 
that can be accessed at one time, making 
possible the use of advanced Web-based 
resources such as video-teleconferenc-
ing. The network improvements can be 
likened to a water main serving a grow-
ing neighborhood. As more families 
move in, water use increases and the 
existing pipes might not be able to cope 
with the additional demand. By widen-
ing the pipes, more houses can access 
the water supply at the same time. 
Similarly, the district’s computer net-
work would be improved to allow faster 
access to information.

Student and staff
computer replacements 

Just as with home computers, school 
computers become outdated as more ad-
vanced software becomes available. The 
2009 capital levy would replace outdat-
ed student computers to allow students 
to take advantage of advanced technol-
ogy resources. Outdated staff computers 
would also be replaced. In addition, the 
project would include funding to train 
teachers on integrating computer-based 
teaching with the curriculum. 

continued from page 1

School bus check-in system
and routing improvements 

The district would implement a school bus 
rider check-in system to provide a clearer 
picture of which students are riding which 
bus. As a result, safety and security would 
be increased. The project would also fund 
school bus routing improvements through 
the use of a Global Positioning System 
(GPS) on each bus. The system would 
provide real-time monitoring of each 
school bus. In the event of an emergency, 
the system would allow the district to 
quickly know which students are on a bus 
at any given time and whether another bus 
is nearby to render assistance.

Seismic upgrades 

The levy would support a districtwide 
effort to improve the ability of buildings 
to absorb the effects of earthquakes. While 
upgrades to prevent injuries have already 
been completed, the district is looking to 
reduce damage to buildings. To achieve 
this, the project includes strengthening 
connections between walls and roofs and 
improving support for pipes and other 
equipment. A recent survey of district 
buildings identifi ed schools and specifi c 
areas where earthquake resistance could 
be improved. Buildings targeted for 
seismic upgrades include Brouillet, Hunt, 
Karshner, Shaw Road, Wildwood, and 
Woodland elementary schools, and the 
Puyallup High School gymnasium. 

Accessibility improvements 

While each of the Puyallup School 
District’s 33 schools complies with 
federal Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) guidelines, the capital levy 
would pay for improvements beyond 
what is required. Proposed improvements 
include increased wheelchair accessibil-
ity to parking lots, buildings, and fi elds 
throughout the district. Additional curb 
cutouts would be installed to aid those 
in wheelchairs or on crutches. Other 
improvements include extending hand 
rails in some locations and providing 
more van-accessible parking. Signs and 
markings denoting ADA access, such as 
special parking spaces, would be repaint-
ed where needed to improve visibility.

Building system improvements 

The capital levy would fund a variety of 
upgrades to the roofs, fl ooring, plumb-
ing, fi elds, and heating and cooling 
systems at several schools throughout 
the district. Buildings under consider-
ation for one or more of these types of 
improvements include Brouillet, Hunt, 
Karshner, Maplewood, Ridgecrest, Sun-
rise, Wildwood, and Zeiger elementary 
schools; Edgemont, Ferrucci, and Stahl 
junior high schools; and Emerald Ridge 
and Puyallup high schools.

Ferrucci Junior High student Jaxon Gregory uses a computer in the 
school’s Digitools class. The March 10, 2009 capital levy includes 
funding to replace outdated student and staff computers at all 33 
schools.

Puyallup High School 
addition takes shape
The Puyallup High School Phase One 
classroom addition continues to take 
shape. The one-story building includes 
a portion with a higher ceiling to house 
the school’s automotive technology shop 
(pictured at rear). The March 10, 2009 
school bond project includes funding for 
a 200-student classroom addition at the 
school that would be built atop the Phase 
One building.

To read more about this project, visit the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. On the Home page under District 
Headlines, click More District News.

Ridgecrest Elementary students are served 
lunch in the gymnasium due to the lack of an 
appropriately sized food service area. The March 
10 school bond proposal would fund food service 
upgrades at seven elementary schools.



Replacing computers
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for better uses of instructional time.

Keeping up with 
changing technology

Gina Greaves, who teaches students how 
to use computer programs in the Digitools 
class at Ferrucci Junior High, said replac-
ing outdated computers is vital to help-
ing students succeed in a technologically 
advanced world.

The Digitools class gives students the op-
portunities to use modern computer hard-
ware and software on projects from other 
classes. For example, students can learn 
to research topics online, incorporate text 
and graphics, and use desktop publishing 
software to create professional brochures.

The class, she said, allows students to learn 
a variety of techniques on several different 
computer programs. Using modern equip-
ment is vital to ensuring students learn skills 
they can use in their careers, Greaves added.

“You have to stay current,” she said. “If 
you don’t have the hardware and software 
that’s currently being used in the industry, 
then students are learning old technology 
and they’re not really preparing for real-
world experiences.”

Technology for students
with special needs

The levy proposal would also provide 
funding for technologies designed to aid 
those with special needs.

The district’s Special Services and Programs 
department maintains an inventory of assis-
tive technology, equipment, and systems that 
can help students eligible for special educa-
tion both socially and academically.

The equipment can range from low-tech 
devices such as pencil grips and magni-
fying equipment to advanced computer 
software programs that translate spoken 
words into text.

For example, computers with alternate ac-
cess methods such as touch screens, switch-
es, or large picture buttons can help students 
with limited physical mobility. Magnifying 
equipment can enlarge text on a page or on a 
screen for those with visual impairments.

Fourth grader Nathan Curtis uses a large 
button placed on the headrest of his 
wheelchair to input commands into a com-
puter. The Brouillet Elementary student 
can push the button with the back of his 
head to advance computer-based lessons 
to the next section at his own pace.

“Assistive technology is a key to Nathan’s 
learning because it’s the only way he can 
communicate what he knows,” said his 
mother, Karen Curtis. “That’s the beauty 
of this technology. It can do a lot of good 
things for a lot of people.”

Nancy Arnold, director of special pro-
grams, added, “Puyallup Special Services 
and Programs recognizes the importance 
of giving students access to technology 
that can enable them to succeed.”

Erik Moon, a sixth grader at Shaw Road 
Elementary, uses computer programs to 
help with a reading disability. The software 
converts typed text into spoken words. 
Another program allows Moon to convert 
his speech into text. He said the technology 
helps him get his work done faster without 
having to rely on outside assistance.

“No one else has to spend their time to 
read stuff to me,” he said.

Moon’s parents said assistive technology 
helps Erik read books that are age-appro-
priate. “It’s boosted his self-confi dence,” 
said his father, Jason.

Much like a vehicle with worn brakes or 
a home with a leaking roof, building sys-
tems at several Puyallup School District 
schools have reached the point where 
signifi cant maintenance or replacement 
is needed.

The March 10 capital levy proposal aims 
to address a number of building upgrades 
or replacements to schools across the 
district. In most cases, these projects, 
known as infrastructure improvements, 
focus on systems that are beyond their 
expected lifespan. 

Gary Frentress, director of capital 
projects, said the situation is similar to 
owning a car or a home. Despite carrying 
out regular preventive measures, such as 
changing the oil or replacing the air fi lter, 
eventually systems wear out and fail, 
he said. Even with careful and reserved 
driving, for example, brake pads need 
replacement over time.

In 2006, a group of community members 
known as the Citizens Facilities Advisory 
Committee created a report detailing 
needs at each school in the district. This 
126-page report helped form the basis for 
the capital levy proposal. Frentress said 
the group took a close look at each build-
ing and identifi ed the most urgent needs 
that require the most immediate action.

The committee determined that roofs, 
fl oors, carpets, and ventilation systems at 
more than a dozen schools have reached 
a point where regular maintenance can-
not keep them operating properly.

Buildings under consideration for one 
or more of these types of infrastructure 
improvements include Brouillet, Hunt, 
Karshner, Maplewood, Ridgecrest, Sun-
rise, Wildwood, and Zeiger elementary 

schools; Edgemont, Ferrucci, and Stahl 
junior high schools; and Emerald Ridge 
and Puyallup high schools.

For example, the capital levy would pay 
to replace the Sunrise Elementary School 
roof. Regular maintenance work, including 
patching where needed, has ensured the in-
tegrity of the roof over the years. However, 
the 35-year-old roof has reached the point 
where more signifi cant work is needed.

“We’ve done all the patching we can do,” 
Frentress said. “The roof is beyond its 
lifespan and needs to be replaced.”

The proposal would also fund improve-
ments to drainage systems, lighting, and 
paint in a number of schools across the 
district.

Other proposed improvements include 
replacing the heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning system (HVAC) at Wildwood 
Elementary. The school had a partial 
remodel in 1991, and since then the school 
has operated off of two different HVAC 
systems.

The current system has large pieces of 
equipment, called unit ventilators, located 
in each room. Noise and reliability have 
become a concern for the school’s staff 
members and students.

“It is as cranky as can be,” teacher Mark 
Aguilar said. 

continued on page 11
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2009 bond and levy election questions and answers
The following are some of the most frequently asked questions 
about the school bond and capital levy election to be held on 
March 10, 2009.

Q: What is a school bond? 
A: A bond pays for larger long-term capital projects such as 
new school construction or major remodeling. The 2004 bond 
funded construction of two new elementary schools, the build-
ing or replacement of three junior high schools, and addition 
or remodeling at four other schools. The 2009 bond proposes 
a new elementary school, the replacement of three existing 
elementary schools, and additions at three high schools. 

Q: What is a capital levy?
A: A capital levy package funds smaller, short-term projects 
including districtwide technology and 
maintenance projects. Improvements such 
as access for persons with disabilities, 
computer system replacements, and build-
ing upgrades including roofi ng and fl oor-
ing repairs, would be funded. 

Q: What technology improvements are 
being proposed as part of the capital levy?
A: The districtwide improvements include replacement of ag-
ing student and staff computers, a school bus student check-in 
system, and an increase in the amount of computer data that can 
be processed at one time (“bandwidth”).

Q: What is the difference between this capital levy and a school 
programs and operations levy?
A: A school programs and operations levy funds day-to-day 
learning needs including textbooks, teachers, and extracurricu-
lar programs. The 2009 capital levy provides funds for capital 
projects such as districtwide technology and building upgrade 
improvements.

Q: Why does our school district need a school bond and capital 
levy election now?
A: Rapid enrollment growth over the past decade has created 
an urgent need for new schools and the replacement of aging 
facilities and equipment. Puyallup is the ninth largest school 
district in Washington with nearly 22,000 students. Growth is 

Capital levy outlines facility improvements 

projected to continue through 2020, with at least 2,000 addi-
tional students expected in the next 10 years.

Q: What is the estimated tax rate? 
A: The district estimates the bond and capital levy package 
would require a combined tax rate of $2.45 per thousand dollars 
of assessed valuation. The amount represents a 58-cent increase 
over the 2008 tax rate, which currently ranks as the district’s 
lowest tax rate since 1993 at $1.87 per thousand dollars of as-
sessed value.

Q: How can I understand what that means for me personally as 
a homeowner?
A: Take the price of the assessed valuation of the property 
owned and divide by 1,000. Then multiply that amount by 

58 cents to determine what additional 
amount would be due in annual prop-
erty taxes. For example, the owner of a 
home valued at $200,000 would pay an 
additional $116 a year in property taxes 
($200,000 divided by $1,000 multiplied 
by $.58).

Q: Are some residents eligible for tax exemption?
A: Some senior citizens and persons with disabilities may be 
exempt from all or part of this bond and capital levy. For 
more information, contact the Senior Citizen and Disabled 
Persons Exemption Department Hotline at (253) 798-2169 or 
visit the Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer Web site at 
www.piercecountywa.org/pc/abtus/ourorg/at/seniorsites.htm. 

Q: What are the election requirements?
A: The bond requires a 60 percent supermajority to pass. Voter 
turnout must be at least 40 percent of the previous general elec-
tion. The capital levy would require 50 percent plus one vote to 
pass.

Q: How can I learn more?
A: Visit the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On 
the Home page, see the box in the upper-right corner titled 
“2009 Election.”

Remember to vote
in the March 10, 2009

special election

A group of Wildwood Elementary students in kindergarten, fi rst grade, 
and second grade participate in a small reading group. The students 
bundle up in coats and spare blankets to keep warm due to the aging 
and unpredictable heating and cooling system at the school.



            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each 
issue of Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos 
chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

continued on page 10

have always felt a kinship with Puyallup. 
They are always so inviting.”

Slingland noted the efforts of two Puyal-
lup retirees in particular — Edith Williams 
and Karen Chapman. Both are active with 
the Pierce County School Retirees Asso-
ciation, with Williams having served as its 
president from 2006-2008, and Chapman 
responsible for maintaining the archives, 
serving as the group’s historian, and orga-
nizing meeting decorations.

Williams is also involved statewide as a 
Southwest-3 District Representative on 
the Washington State School Retirees As-
sociation Executive Board and a member 
of its scholarship committee. She com-
municates concerns or needs with the 
board from retirees in Clallam, Jefferson, 
Kitsap, Mason, and Pierce counties. She 
also shares regional news at the Puyallup 
gatherings, such as student scholarships 
and teacher mini-grant opportunities.

Both Williams and Chapman credit Betty 
Johnson, a past state and county retirees 
association president, for having connect-
ed Puyallup with the Pierce County retir-
ees group. Now living in a skilled nursing 
center, Johnson, a Tacoma School District 
retiree, served as the state president from 
1993-1994.

Johnson describes herself as a spry 93-
year-old and received an award for her 
efforts in lobbying state lawmakers on 
issues such as retiree health care and sal-
ary increases. She also supported seniors 
by creating a form on which they could 
easily record their personal possessions, as 
well as compiling a list of local retirement 
homes and care facilities.

The most recent copy of the state retirees 

association newsletter sits on her bedside 
table within arm’s reach. In it is a mem-
bership list with the names and numbers 
of retirees she has circled to contact. Both 
Williams and Chapman make occasional 
visits to see their longtime friend.

Johnson said she can’t emphasize 
enough the importance of staying con-
nected through school retiree groups. 
“It brings new ideas and helps seniors 
with the things that they need and 
want,” she said. 

Long-time retirees estimate the Puyallup 
retirees group originated in the late 1960s, 
although most say meetings were sporadic 
during the fi rst decade.

The late Carol 
Snyder and Elva 
Smith, both retired 
Puyallup school 
teachers, are cred-
ited with building a 
strong membership 
base and organizing 
regular meetings in 
the late 1970s and 
early 1980s.

Retired teachers 
Don and Nancy 
Wilson are among 
the early members, 
with Don joining 
after his retirement 
in 1986 and Nancy 
in 1991.

“I like that we see 
old friends whom 
we wouldn’t see 
otherwise,” said 
Nancy. “Retired 
teachers are also 
interested in what 
the state Legislature 
is doing because it 
affects us too with 
things like cost-of-
living adjustments.”

Lorraine Friberg, who joined after her 
retirement in 1984, added, “I thoroughly 
enjoy seeing everyone at the meetings. 
We have been friends forever.”

The group generally meets at Mrs. Turner’s 
Restaurant in Puyallup, and the school 
district hosts one or two meetings a year 
at its downtown administrative offi ce. 
Generally, Superintendent Tony Apostle 
shares a brief update about the district, 
followed by a student performance or 
presentation.

The agendas are informal, and members 
take turns organizing the meetings with 
a speaker or presentation. Past programs 
have featured police offi cers sharing 

about personal safety and identity theft, 
and nursery experts talking about planting 
fl owers. Members also share about trips 
they have taken or, in some cases, request 
help with community service projects.

In November, the retirees contributed 
canned food for St. Francis House in Puy-
allup and asked for volunteers to help with 
the annual Puyallup Giftmakers gift-giv-
ing event in December.

At another recent meeting, retirees Desta 
Taylor and Peggy Shulene, both members 
of the local Altrusa Club, shared photo-
graphs of a trip they took to an orphanage 
in El Salvador. Taylor has written grants 
through Altrusa International and the local 
chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International as part of her efforts to col-
lect books for children there. In turn, the 
school named its library after her.

That same meeting, retirees learned that 
a fellow member’s son had recently died. 
Inspired by the photos and information 
about the El Salvador children, several 
members gave their friend money in her 
son’s memory to purchase more books for 
the library.

Apostle said the ongoing support of the 
school district’s retirees is invaluable.

“We love our retirees who have given 
all of us working in the Puyallup School 
District today the most signifi cant gift one 
may receive,” Apostle said. “That gift is 
the wonderful reputation this district has 
developed over many decades, and it is 
the direct result of the high educational 
expectations, dedication, and loyalty to 
the district that the Puyallup Retirees 
membership has bestowed upon all of us. I 
highly respect our retirees, and the district 
is stronger today because of their selfl ess 
work ethic.”

All Puyallup School District retirees are 
welcome at local and county retiree meet-
ings. If interested, contact Edith Williams 
at edie_williams@hotmail.com.

Puyallup school 
retirees give back to 
their community
continued from page 3

For Scott Akridge, the road to medical 
school has led him through Africa. There, 
the 2004 Emerald Ridge High graduate 
has come face to face with communities 
ravaged by HIV, the virus that causes 
AIDS.

Akridge landed in Africa following 
his graduation from the University of 
Washington. With a bachelor’s degree 
in biology in hand, he said he wanted 
to serve as a health care volunteer and 
spend time overseas before moving on to 
medical school.

“The Peace Corps sounded like a good 
idea,” he said.

Akridge signed on with the volunteer or-
ganization, joining a 27-month program 
to work with people and communities 
affected by HIV. Since last summer, he 
has spent his time working in Swa-
ziland, a country bordered by South 
Africa on three sides and Mozambique 
to the east.

After several months of training in 
South Africa and villages in Swaziland, 
Akridge’s group of 33 volunteers was 
spread across the country to various 
communities. Their preparations included 
cross-cultural training, technical and 
medical instruction, and lessons in the 
Swati language. Part of the training also 
included staying with a host family.

“The family that I moved in with spoke 
almost no English, which was probably 
good because it challenged me to learn the 
language better,” Akridge wrote in a letter 
to friends and family back home.

Each of the volunteers was placed in areas 
throughout the small country. There, they 
were tasked with identifying specifi c 
problems and issues, then working to ad-
dress those challenges. Akridge said one 
of the most pressing concerns he noticed 
immediately was the spread of HIV.

In 2000, HIV and AIDS contributed to 47 
percent of all deaths among children fi ve 
and younger in Swaziland, according to 
the World Health Organization. Statistics 
from 2005 show more than a third of those 
15 and older carried HIV. As a result, the 
average life expectancy for both men and 
women in the country was estimated at 42 
in 2006.

“You can defi nitely see the effects of HIV 
here,” he said. “In my community, there 
are hundreds of kids who are orphaned.”

As a health volunteer, Akridge has been 
working to spread awareness about HIV 
and how it’s transmitted. Part of his work 
has included organizing large gatherings 
such as a World AIDS Day event late last 
year in Swaziland. More than 350 people 
came to listen to speakers and watch 
drama groups put on presentations.

“It was great,” he said. “It’s 
been pretty rewarding just 
seeing the things we’ve 
done.”

Akridge said he was also 
shocked at the gap that 
exists between the rich 
and the poor in Swaziland. 
In one of his letters, he 
described traveling into the 
major cities and fi nding 
most every modern conve-
nience from potato chips 
to name-brand clothes. 
However, a few minutes 
away from the cities, he 
wrote, the mansions quickly 
turn into concrete huts with 
tin roofs.

“There’s no middle class,” 
he said.

For those interested in 
pursuing a medical career, 
Akridge suggested taking 
challenging high school 
courses.

“Take all the advanced classes that you 
can in high school because they’ll prepare 
you for college,” he said. 

He said he was particularly well pre-
pared for life beyond high school by 

taking classes such as anatomy and 
sports medicine at Emerald Ridge High. 
Akridge also joined a medical rotation 
program there that allowed high school 
students to visit several local hospitals 

Puyallup School District retirees Karen Chapman 
(left) and Edith Williams (right) visit with Betty 
Johnson, a Tacoma School District retiree who was 
instrumental in connecting Puyallup retirees with 
the Pierce County Retirees Association.  
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Emerald Ridge High grad helps with AIDS awareness in Africa

Scott Akridge works with children at a medical 
clinic in Swaziland. The 2004 graduate joined 
the Peace Corps in 2008 and has been 
volunteering in Africa since last June.



Hunt hat incentive 

and facilities.

Akridge said his advisor, teacher 
Glen Wilgus, was especially support-
ive. “He was pretty great. He really 
helps you and keeps you centered,” 
Akridge said. 

Wilgus said the 2004 graduate was a 
deep thinker who always worked hard.

“He was very studious,” he said. “He 
would always be found doing his 
homework fi rst.”

He also praised Akridge’s eagerness to 
help fellow students. “If someone asked 
for his help with homework, he was 
more than willing to help,” he said.

Before traveling to Africa last sum-
mer, Akridge stopped by Emerald 
Ridge High to visit with his former 
advisor. 

Wilgus said he wasn’t certain just how 
serious Akridge was when he talked of 
plans to volunteer in Africa and help 
communities affected by HIV. Sure 
enough, he said, he received word 
Akridge was in Swaziland a few weeks 
after their visit.

“He’s a kid of action,” Wilgus said. “He 
doesn’t just talk about it, he does it.”

While Akridge said he’s proud of the 
challenging path he’s following, he 
also said it’s not for everyone. In fact, 
six volunteers who began their service 
at the same time have already returned 
home.

Still, for those seeking to make a dif-
ference abroad and take on a monu-
mental challenge, Akridge recom-
mended the program.

“If they’re looking for a way to see 
the world and help people at the same 
time, I think the Peace Corps is a good 
way to go,” he said. “It’s hard, but it’s 
worth it.”

Emerald Ridge High 
graduate profi le

continued from page 9

Williams said. “They just want to be part 
of something bigger.”

Just as the number of students keeps 
growing, so too have the selection of 
prizes. Students who walk 20 miles can 
choose a scarf, and those with 30 miles or 
more can earn a book bag/purse or, one 
of the newest additions, a small stuffed 
soccer ball or football crocheted by parent 
Danielle Klein. 

Theresa Goatz, of Spokane, started knit-
ting scarves after she visited her two 
grandchildren at Hunt. “I saw the scarves 
displayed in the school library window 
and thought, I could help with that. I think 
it’s a great project.”

Patti McCoy, a substitute teacher and 
parent at Hunt, crochets hats, and Gina 
Campbell, whose son is in kindergarten, 
sews fl eece hats.

“I think it’s great that kids get out there 
and walk,” Campbell said. “It’s a con-
structive way to use their time and a good, 
positive reinforcement.”

It’s also a way for parents who might 
not otherwise be able to volunteer at the 
school to help support Hunt Elementary, 
said Debra Williams. Her son, Xander, 
is a fi fth grader who at last count had 

walked 55 miles. He said he wears his 
fi ve hats, each one a different color, out 
to recess during winter and on family 
trips to Canada.

Discipline issues are down at recess 
since the program began, Lovett said, 
and the program has expanded beyond 
students just earning prizes for them-
selves. “They are walking to earn hats 
for others,” she said. 

Fifth grader Jared Budzinski picked out 
a white and blue hat for himself after the 
fi rst 10 miles, and a dark green one with a 
gold zigzag pattern to wear after 20 miles. 
When he reached 30, 40, and 50 miles, he 
chose a matching blue and brown scarf 
and hat for his older sister in junior high, 
and a lime green scarf for his mother.

“Since they are handmade by our play-
ground duty, they are more special,” he 
said.

For a handful of students who are 
physically unable to walk or jog the track, 
classmates have banded together and 
achieved the goal for them, Lovett said.

Students in grades four through six make 
up the majority of those who have earned 
hats, but the program is also popular 
among students in grades one through 
three. First grader Blake Rohrbach, for 
example, was the fi rst student in the 
school to reach the 10-mile mark. He said 
he picked out a green and blue hat.

Students have also asked Lovett to teach 
them how to knit. In response, she started 
an after-school club once a week where 
she teaches the elementary students how 
to make their own hats and scarves. She 
planned to limit enrollment to 15 but 
ended up accepting seven more when 
they showed up at the door with knitting 
needles and yarn in hand.

“They were so excited, I couldn’t turn 
them away,” Lovett said.

While the program has exceeded her 
wildest dreams, Lovett said she looks 
forward to even more students reaching 
the 10-mile mark when the weather warms 
up this spring.

“I’m just happy that they are having so 
much fun with this,” she said during 
a recess in December the day after it 
snowed. “Look at all of those colorful 
hats out there.”

continued from page 4

Hunt Elementary School students (from left) Bryce Jones, Joe Castle, 
Thanh Pham, and Maverick Fugate round the track as part of a new 
fi tness and reward program. Students earn a handmade knitted hat 
for every 10 miles completed.

United Way campaign tops $100,000 in giving
The school district’s annual United Way 
Campaign topped $100,000 in contribu-
tions, which exceeded this year’s goal by 
more than $15,000.

The district raised $100,827.14 — 
$15,029.14 higher than the target goal. 
That equates to 117.2 percent of the set 
goal.

The school board last month recog-
nized four district staff members who 
helped coordinate this year’s campaign: 
Deputy Superintendent Debra Aungst 
and her executive assistant, Chris 
Boiter; Director of Information Tech-

nology Jay McSweeney; and Informa-
tion Technology Center database analyst 
Sheila Gennow.

The board also recognized site coordina-
tors Christina Breeze and Connie Weir 
from Stewart Elementary; Michael Kraft 
from Edgerton Elementary, Aungst and 
Boiter from the district’s administrative 
offi ces; and Jodi Conzatti from the Infor-
mation Technology Center.

The top three fund-raising sites, based 
on a formula that factors the amount of 
contributions and the number of staff 
members, were Stewart Elementary, Edg-

erton Elementary, and the administrative 
offi ces located in the Education Service 
Center and 109 Building in downtown 
Puyallup. The Information Technology 
Center recorded the highest percentage of 
growth from the previous year.

All 33 schools in the district, as well as 
support buildings, participated in this 
year’s campaign, which ran from October 
15 to November 14.

“Site coordinators are to be commended 
for inspiring giving at their buildings 
through creative fund-raisers,” Aungst 
said.

Aylen Junior High students recently raised $2,000 in a Mission to Mexico schoolwide fundraiser. 
Mission to Mexico is a non-profi t volunteer group that obtains surplus emergency service vehicles. The 
vehicles are refurbished and donated to small towns and villages in rural Jalisco, Mexico. The $2,000 
will pay to refurbish and send an ambulance and police car, as shown above, to Mexico. A sticker 
will be placed across the back fender noting each was sponsored by Aylen Junior High School from 
Puyallup, Wash.

Photo on left (from left): Aylen Junior High campus security offi cer Mike Henry joins Associated Student 
Body treasurer MacKenna Krohn, secretary Amanda Weller, president Nick Ost, and vice president 
Trenton Herriford, as well as Principal Christine Moloney, in front of two refurbished emergency vehicles 
that will be sent to Mexico. Photo on right: Choir teacher Joyce Larsen reacts to a pie thrown in her 
face by reading teacher Nancy Hebert during a school spirit assembly. The pie throwing event was one 
of several Mission to Mexico fund-raisers organized by students over the past month.

10 Connections February 2009 Celebrating Student Achievement

Aylen students support Mission to Mexico



In the past, Aguilar said he’s had to inter-
rupt his lessons to try and regulate the 
temperature in his classroom when he 
notices students reaching for their coats. 
Sometimes, he added, the system won’t 
respond at all.

“It is an inconvenience. Sometimes it 
blows cold air in the winter and hot air in 
the summer,” he said. “Especially when 
the weather starts to heat up or cool down, 
it really starts to get dysfunctional.”

In a nearby classroom, paraeducator 
Judy Beltz said they keep blankets, 
coats, and sweaters handy for students 
in case the system blows out cold air 
during a cold day.

Frentress said replacing the school’s 
HVAC system with a more modern en-
ergy-effi cient design could help stimu-
late student learning by creating a more 
comfortable learning environment. The 
new system would introduce more fresh 

air into classrooms.

The upgrade would also reduce noise and 
free up space by eliminating the equip-
ment in each room, as well as reduce 
operating costs, Frentress said.

The capital levy also proposes replac-
ing carpets at Ridgecrest Elementary 
School. Much of the school’s carpet-
ing, including classrooms, is nearly 30 
years old, Principal Dana Harris said. 
After years of heavy use, areas have 
worn down and seams are coming loose, 
creating gaps and tears.

“It’s original to the building,” she said. 
“It’s worn and spotted.”

Years of preventive care by district staff 
members have helped prolong and extend 
the useful lifespan of various systems 
throughout the district, Frentress said. 
The time has come, however, for more 
signifi cant measures to ensure that schools 
continue to run smoothly and effi ciently, 
he said.

“You can do everything you’re supposed 
to do, but if you keep a system long 
enough, you’ll have to replace it at some 
point,” he said.
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Capital levy proposes 
facility improvements Students excel in fall sports

Nearly 200 Glacier View Junior High 
School students get a head start on high 
school and college requirements by spend-
ing part of their school day at the campus 
next door.

Glacier View’s neighbor is Emerald 
Ridge High and together, the two 
schools form a partnership that pres-
ents unique learning opportunities for 
students.

The new junior 
high, which 
opened last fall, 
was funded by 
the voter-ap-
proved 2004 
school bond. 
The building 
helps further the 
district’s goal of creating a K-12 learning 
community in the Sunrise housing devel-
opment area.

Because the schools are so close, ninth 
graders have been walking to the high 
school to take part in advanced courses 
that are normally unavailable to junior 
high students.

Glacier View Junior High Principal 
Mark Vetter said about 170 students 
attend world 
language and 
advanced math 
classes with soph-
omores, juniors, 
and seniors.

Several ninth grad-
ers said being able 
to take advanced 
classes gives them 
additional options 
as they prepare for 
their high school 
careers.

“I feel like I’m 
ahead of the 
game,” ninth 
grader Allahna 
Fisher said.

Fisher takes a be-
ginning American 
Sign Language (ASL) course at Emerald 
Ridge High. In all, 30 Glacier View Junior 
High ninth graders are enrolled in the fi rst 
level of ASL at the high school.

“Most junior high kids would have to wait 
a year to take this class,” fellow ninth 
grader Zach Snyder said.

Candace Swenson, a ninth grader also in 
the ASL program, said by taking the fi rst-
year course in junior high, she and her 
classmates will have the opportunity to 
take fourth-year ASL as seniors.

ASL teacher 
Mitch Noll 
said being able 
to take ad-
ditional world 
language 
courses ben-
efi ts students 
both at the 
high school 
level and at 
colleges that 

require several years of language study or 
math.

Fulfi lling these language and math 
requirements as ninth graders, he added, 
gives students more openings in their 
schedules when they enter high school to 
take additional subjects.

“The earlier they can do this, the better,” 
he said. 

Noll said the ninth 
graders in his ASL 
classes are excited 
to take part in 
high school-level 
classes and come 
to his class moti-
vated and eager to 
learn.

By having 30 ju-
nior high students 
in his classes, 
Noll said he could 
potentially have a 
classroom full of 
fourth-year ASL 
students in 2011. 
By comparison, 
only two students 
are currently tak-
ing ASL-4 this 
year.

“It’s wonderful for the kids, and it’s won-
derful for the program,” he said.

Vetter said staff members escorted ninth 

graders to the high school during the fi rst 
week of school to ensure they got to the 
correct classes.

“We wanted to make sure everything was 
as comfortable as possible,” he said.

The partnership between schools works 
both ways, Vetter added. Students in the 
Emerald Ridge High Teaching Academy 
program, for example, come to Glacier 
View Junior High to gain teaching experi-
ences.

The full-year Teaching Academy program 
provides an opportunity for high school 
students to prepare for a career in educa-
tion while also gaining college credit. 

The fi rst half of the semester is spent 
learning about classroom duties and 
activities such as the development of 
lesson plans, while the second semester 
emphasizes on-location learning at various 
schools.

Teaching Academy students began 
working with Glacier View Junior High 
teachers in their classrooms this month, 
said Teaching Academy instructor Jenni 
Muehlenbruch.

“They apply what they learned from the 
fi rst semester,” Muehlenbruch said. “It re-
ally is a great experience for the students. 
As time goes on, the relationship between 
the two schools will continue to grow.”

The junior high also has a hands-on 
technology lab that Vetter said could be 
available to high school students in the 
future. Commonly referred to as wood or 
metal shop, the space contains a variety of 
equipment used for material production. 
The newer technology at Glacier View 
could benefi t students at both schools, 
Vetter added.

“It’s about giving kids quality opportuni-
ties,” he said. “I think that this partner-
ship is full of possibilities that we’re just 
beginning to explore.”

Emerald Ridge High Principal Brian 
Lowney said, “Mark Vetter and I expect 
that we have just scratched the surface of 
the kind of collaboration and partnership 
that is possible between our schools. I am 
personally encouraged and energized by 
the possibilities that exist to share resourc-
es, to build transitions to high school, and 
to truly prepare each of our students for 
life after high school.”

Neighboring schools present student learning opportunities

More than 170 ninth graders from Glacier View Junior High School 
travel next door to Emerald Ridge High School each day to attend 
advanced world language and math classes. Glacier View Junior High 
opened in September.

“I am personally encouraged and energized 
by the possibilities that exist to share 
resources, to build transitions to high school, 
and to truly prepare each of our students for 
life after high school.”

Brian Lowney,  principal                     
Emerald Ridge High School

Emerald Ridge High senior Brittany Jewett controls the ball as 
Puyallup High senior Angela Austin goes on the defense during a 
soccer match this fall. To learn more about how students excelled 
in the fall sports season and to see additional photos, visit the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page 
under District Headlines, click More District News.

Glacier View Junior High ninth 
grader Allahna Fisher practices 
during Mitch Noll’s ASL class at 
Emerald Ridge High.
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The chart refl ects a timeline of the proposed school bond and capital levy projects in the March 10, 2009 
election. The left edge of each bar indicates when the proposed project begins. The right edge of each 
bar refl ects when the project is estimated to be completed. To learn more about each of the proposed 
projects, visit the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, click 2009 Election.  

2009 school bond and capital levy projects

Voters can drop off 
absentee ballots 
March 6-10 at three 
express booth loca-
tions:
• Fred Meyer, 

downtown 
Puyallup, 1100 
N. Meridian on 
the River Road 
side

• Thun Field, 16715 Meridian E. on 
South Hill

• Edgewood-Milton Surprise Lake 
Shopping Center, 900 E. Meridian in 
Milton

Express booths are illuminated with 
red, white, and blue lights, marked with 
Pierce County Auditor identifi cation, 
and have volunteer attendants. Booths 
are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, 
March 6 through Tuesday, March 10.

Absentee ballots 
accepted at express 
booths March 6-10

A proposed set of small facility improve-
ments could make a big impact on the 
day-to-day experiences of students and 
adults with disabilities.
 
A districtwide project to improve access 
to facilities is included in a capital levy 
measure that will go before voters in the 
March 10, 2009 special election.

Nearly every school would benefi t from 
the improvements, which range from lev-
eling walkways to adding special curbing 
on school playgrounds.

In some cases, the additions would expand 
on existing features, such as adding more 
hand rails along ramps or walkways. 
Other proposed work would address 
changes that have occurred over time, 
including smoothing pavement that has 
settled unevenly.

In 2006, the school district commissioned 
an updated study to ensure that schools 
were in compliance with the Americans 
With Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. The 
act was designed to help prevent discrimi-
nation based on disability. 

Leonard Cassman, director of mainte-
nance, said while the district complies 
with ADA regulations, the study revealed 
areas where improvements could be made 
beyond what the law requires.

Capital levy proposes improved access to school sites
One example would be to create curb cut-
outs, or ramps cut into sidewalks, so that 
people in wheelchairs would have more 
opportunities to safely travel from parking 
lots onto sidewalks.

While these types of curb cutouts already 
exist throughout the district’s schools, 
adding more in strategically placed loca-
tions could help students get to and from 
class easier, said Gary Frentress, director 
of capital projects.

“Potentially, it could be a much quicker 
route,” Frentress said. 

At Karshner Elementary, Principal Jeanie 
Schneider said expanding access for 
students with disabilities could impact 
student learning.

“I would encourage any help for students 
and their parents — the smoother the 
better,” she said. “It would make it easier 
to get to school, easier to get to class, and 
it doesn’t cut into instructional time as 
much.”

Weather in Western Washington, for ex-
ample, can change at a moment’s notice. 
A perfect recess day can turn into rain 
showers in a matter of minutes. For most 
students at Karshner Elementary, it’s just 
a quick trip to the nearest entrance to fi nd 
shelter.

For student Dana 
Wenger, however, 
the quickest route 
out of the rain is 
twice as far. Be-
cause there is a step 
rather than a ramp 
at the building 
entry door closest 
to the playground, 
the fourth grader 
travels in her mo-
torized wheelchair 
to a building side 
door that has ramp 
access.

“At some point, I’d 
like to see them put 
a ramp out there,” 
she said of the play-
ground entrance. 
“Sometimes, it’s 
pouring down rain 
and you have to go 
all the way around 
the building.”

Wenger’s mother, 

Cathy Wenger, said while she’s pleased 
with the district’s work to provide ac-
cess for those with disabilities, she also 
welcomes any additions to make it more 
convenient.

“It makes me feel great,” she said. “The 
staff members here at Karshner have been 
nothing but accommodating.”

Other proposed improvements focus 
on pavement that has become uneven 
over time. In some cases, tree roots have 
deformed pathways, making it more dif-
fi cult for students to move about campus 
with crutches or in 
wheelchairs.

“When you build 
a school, you meet 
all the codes, but 
after a few years, 
you can have 
something like the ground starting to 
settle,” Frentress said.

At places such as Karshner, Mt. View, and 
Brouillet elementary schools, additional 
access would be created at play areas.

For example, some school playgrounds 
feature a small curb encircling the play 
equipment. The curb’s purpose is to 
contain the play chips used to cover the 
ground. Access improvements could 
include creating a small incline to make it 

easier for students in wheelchairs to enter 
and exit the area. An example of this type 
of curbing is at the Pioneer Park play-
ground in downtown Puyallup.

Other sites, such as Brouillet, Ridgecrest, 
and Sunrise elementary schools, are slated 
to have additional space for van-accessi-
ble parking lot stalls. These types of stalls 
require more space than a typical parking 
lot space.

“They have to be able to transfer from 
the van to the pavement in a wheelchair,” 
Frentress said.

In all, 26 schools 
would receive 
expanded ADA ac-
cessibility improve-
ments through the 
2009 capital levy. 
Other proposed proj-

ects include repainting ADA-related signs 
and symbols, such as markings denoting 
wheelchair accessible parking spaces, to 
make them more visible.

The proposal, Cassman said, represents 
the district’s desire to not only meet 
requirements, but exceed them to benefi t 
students and adults.

“We are code-compliant, but our goal is 
to be proactive and ahead of the game,” 
he said.

Brouillet Elementary second grader Elaina Mason (left) greets third 
grader Hudson Whalen and paraeducator Cindy Oden at a school play 
area. ADA improvements in the 2009 capital levy include providing 
better access to play equipment for those with disabilities.

“We are code-compliant, but our goal 
is to be proactive and ahead of the 
game.”

Leonard Cassman
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 PHS classroom addition Phase Two

 ERHS classroom addition

                        New southwest area elementary school

                      Firgrove Elementary School replacement

                                            Elementary lunch area upgrade

                                             RHS auxiliary gym and storage

                                             Waller Road Elementary School replacement

                                               Spinning Elementary School replacement

                                                       Student and staff technology upgrades

                                                                       Districtwide school facility upgrades

Karshner Elementary fourth grader Dana Wenger 
uses a curb cutout to move her motorized wheelchair 
from the street onto the sidewalk. Part of the March 
10, 2009 capital levy proposal would fund additional 
access improvements at a number of schools and 
other facilities.


