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Nearly two years ago Eva Imeson com-
mented to her son that she regrets having 
never earned her high school diploma.

Family issues forced the former Puyallup 
High School student to drop out of school 
and move to California a year before her 
scheduled graduation with the rest of the 
Class of 1929.

The eight decades that have passed since 
then culminated in an emotional mo-
ment on June 3 as the 98-year-old walked 
across the stage in the Puyallup High 
School auditorium to accept an honorary 
diploma. 

The surprise presentation was greeted 
with thunderous applause and a sponta-
neous standing ovation from the several 
hundred students and family members 
gathered for the annual high school senior 
awards night.

The long-time Puyallup resident, who is 
the last known living member of the Class 
of 1929, had tears in her eyes as she ac-
cepted her diploma from Principal Jason 
Smith.

The document, signed by Puyallup School 
Board members, “Certifi es that Eva 
L. Corbaley-Imeson has satisfactorily 
completed a Course of Study prescribed 
for Graduation from this School and is 
therefore awarded this Diploma.”

After the ceremony, Imeson paused at 
the front steps of her alma mater so that 

her family could take photographs of the 
special occasion.

“I had no idea!” she said as she shook 
hands with educators and thanked every-
one for the special acknowledgement. She 
was surrounded by her children, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren, many 
of whom either work at or attend school in 
the Puyallup School District.

A week after her surprise recognition at 

Puyallup High, Imeson received a special 
invitation to attend the Puyallup School 
Board meeting.

The graduate sat with family members in 
front row seats reserved for the Class of 
1929, and she looked up with surprise as 
the Emerald Ridge High School Chamber 
Singers dedicated a musical selection in 
her honor.

School Board President Greg Heath 

98-year-old Puyallup High alumni receives honorary diploma
presented Imeson with a certifi cate of 
recognition for having earned an honor-
ary diploma. Each of the directors then 
shook her hand and spent several minutes 
personally congratulating her for her 
achievement.

Imeson’s son, Gerald Murry, said that 
when he learned of his mother’s regrets 
of having never earned her diploma, “It 
sparked an idea in my head that I sure 
would like to get this done.”

He proposed the idea to Superintendent 
Tony Apostle, and the two discussed 
the details while sitting at an oak table 
in Apostle’s offi ce that, ironically, was 
donated by the Class of 1929.

As a former teacher, Murry said he un-
derstands the special signifi cance of a di-
ploma. The 1951 Puyallup High graduate 
taught math from 1961-66 at East Junior 
High, later renamed Aylen Junior High, 
and 26 years in Tacoma.

“I’m so pleased everyone made this hap-
pen,” he said.

Imeson was born in 1910 in Waterville, 
Wash. and moved to Puyallup when she 
was eight years old.

She remembers as a young girl pick-
ing blackberries and raspberries on her 
father’s property on 12th Avenue 
Southeast down the hill from Good 

continued on page 4

Puyallup High Principal Jason Smith presents an honorary diploma 
to 98-year-old Eva Imeson, who is joined on stage by family members 
after the surprise announcement during a twelfth-grade awards night 
in June. 

Video productions teacher Ed Showacy sets up camera equipment and 
unpacks other classroom materials as he prepares for the fi rst day of 
school in Puyallup High School’s new one-story classroom wing.

A state-of-the-art classroom wing, with 
learning spaces and equipment compa-
rable to professional private industry 
standards, opens this fall at Puyallup High 
School.

The one-story classroom addition is the 
last major construction project funded 
by the voter-approved 2004 school bond. 
The 21,931-square-foot addition has been 
under construction on Pioneer Avenue and 
Seventh Street since June 2008.

Culinary arts, video productions, digital 
photography, automotive technology, 
medical terminology, and architectural 
drafting students will attend class in the 
new building when school opens on Sep-
tember 2.

“We are expecting great things from our 
teachers and students in this facility,” said 
Principal Jason Smith. “We are truly pre-
paring our students to compete in a global 
work force.”

New classroom wing opens this fall at Puyallup High
As teachers unpacked boxes of equip-
ment and supplies in their new classrooms 
earlier this month, they talked about the 
student learning opportunities that lie 
ahead. 

“Students will learn what it takes to suc-
ceed in professional fi lm and television 
studios,” said video productions teacher 
Ed Showacy. “The facility is fabulous.”

Video productions and architectural draft-
ing students will share a classroom space 
that features individual desk stations sup-
ported by computer hookups. The desks 
also have writing areas that can be tilted 
for lessons in hand drafting.

When students shoot or record a video, 
they will do so in a video productions 
studio, control room, or soundproof 
recording and editing sound booth. A rack 
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As the Puyallup School District prepares 
to open the 2009-10 school year on 
Wednesday, September 2, I am confi dent 
that our students will continue to make 
consistent gains in student achievement.

Expectations for the coming year remain 
high because of the strong accomplish-
ments in our schools in past years. For 
example, Puyallup was among only four 
districts out of 295 public school systems 
statewide that the Offi ce of Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction (OSPI) recog-
nized last fall as having four “Schools 
of Distinction.” OSPI awarded the high 
honor to schools that demonstrated signifi -
cant gains in reading and math.

Another strong indicator of student and 
staff performance is the Class of 2009 
Washington Assessment of Student Learn-
ing (WASL) scores. Test scores released 
in June show that 98.7 percent of the 
twelfth graders passed the reading and 
writing WASL graduation requirement or 
an approved alternative, which is a high 
success rate among the largest districts 
in the state. Furthermore, in June many 
graduating seniors earned admission and 
even scholarships to some of the most 
prestigious public and private universities, 
community colleges, technical schools, 
and U.S. military academies. The Class 
of 2010 will have to work hard to surpass 
the academic, athletic, and competitive 

performing arts accomplishments of our 
most recent high school alumni. I look 
forward to highlighting these great student 
achievements during the school year in 
our quarterly Connections publication.

This year we will focus considerably 
greater emphasis and attention in three 
areas to improve student performance. 
First, there is no substitute for coura-
geous, strong leadership on the elected 
school board and the district’s central 
offi ce leadership team. The community 
can expect the district to intensify its 
focus on the 2009-12 Strategic Direc-
tions. Second, our building principals 
and assistant principals must be pro-
vided the resources and professional 
support to improve staff performance 
in order to reduce the achievement gap 
among our ethnic minority students. 
Building administrators must maintain 
a consistent focus on improving teacher 

instruction and, at the same time, incre-
mentally build a positive learning and 
working environment. Third, there must 
be evidence of high-quality, direct in-
struction between teachers and students 
in the classroom on a daily basis in a 
deliberate effort to increase the number 
of students graduating from high school 
who are prepared for college and the 
American work force.

As you are well aware by now, there 
have been great, unprecedented fi scal 
challenges recently placed before the dis-
trict due, in part, to the state Legislature’s 
repeated failure to adequately fund the 
state’s public school systems. Despite 
the state’s reduction of $13.8 million 
dollars in the Puyallup School District’s 
2009-10 budget, we will succeed again 
this school year. Further, I am proud that 
no one, not a single person with whom 
I have been in contact in the community 
or among the highly passionate Puyallup 
School District educators, has lowered 
academic expectations for our students 
or the quality of education our students 
deserve because there is less money in 
the district’s budget! 

I look forward to another year of great 
successes — because this community 
expects it — and to providing the quality 
and level of service for which the Puyal-
lup School District is known statewide.

Superintendent’s Message
PUYALLUP SCHOOL 
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District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
District challenges students to achieve 
their academic, creative, and physical 
potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, PO Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or e-mail hansenkm@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Karen Hansen

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
( L o r r a i n e  Wi l s o n ,  a s s i s t a n t 
superintendent of human resources) 
at 302 Second St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 
98372.  Phone:  (253) 841-8645. 

Tony Apostle
Superintendent

Diana Seeley
Vice President
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Board Member’s Message
Partnering for the success of our students

Another opportunity for a successful year

Not long ago I sat in the grandstands with 
other school board members at the Puyal-
lup Fair & Events Center watching with 
satisfaction and joy as each graduating 
student crossed the stage. For many fami-
lies this is also a time to refl ect — a time to 
remember the years their son or daughter 
spent in our schools. Some of our graduates 
spent 13 years in our district and cheered 
when the name of their kindergarten 
teacher was mentioned. Some were newer 
to the district but were united in their class 
cheer. Each face beamed with a sense of 
accomplishment. They had made it. They 
were ready for the next step.

We as a board are proud of the students 
who walked across the stage to receive 
their diplomas. We are also proud of the 
role each of us has played in assisting 
students to realize their dreams. But for 
us, graduation is not an end but rather 
a celebration of our ongoing work. We 
constantly prepare and ask questions such 
as, “Is there anything we should be doing 
differently?” and “How can we make the 
next year better?” Countless hours are 
spent planning, training staff, and prepar-
ing classrooms for the arrival of students.
  
Summer is a time of renewal; an op-
portunity to gather resources and begin 
implementing plans. We have renewed 
energy and fresh ideas and are ready to 
calm the fears of a kindergartner, answer 
the questions of a seventh grader, or hold 
the attention of eleventh grader. We have 
the experience. We have the knowledge.

Our success, however, requires a 

partnership. For us to be successful in 
developing the best possible learning 
environment for all students, we need 
your participation, suggestions, encour-
agement, and feedback. As we begin this 
school year, plan how you will infl uence 
your child’s learning. Consider promot-
ing active learning by listening to your 
child’s ideas and responding to them. 
Let them jump in with questions and 
opinions when you read together. Be 
involved in the activities of your school. 
When you encourage this type of give-
and-take at home, your child’s participa-
tion and interest in school is likely to 
increase.

Just as parents refl ected with pride on 
their graduates, know that the role you 
play in your children’s lives today will 
lead to a featured seat in the grandstand 
someday.

Have a great year.

Shaw Road Elementary students will learn 
this year with the support of interactive 
whiteboards thanks to a $30,000 donation 
from the school PTA.

The school board recognized PTA board 
members last spring for the generous do-
nation, which pays for 22 SMART Boards 
— one for every classroom.

Superintendent Tony Apostle said it is one 
of the highest single donations ever given 
to a school for instructional use. He told 
PTA offi cers, “You have done a remark-
able job, and there will be tremendous use 
for the SMART Boards.” 

A SMART Board is an interactive touch-
sensitive whiteboard. A projector is used 
to display a computer’s video output onto 
the whiteboard, which then acts as a huge 
touch screen. Students can write and edit 
text, draw diagrams or charts, complete 
math problems, and more using the tech-
nology.

PTA donates $30,000 for SMART Boards 

The SMART Boards were installed over 
summer in classrooms throughout the 
school. “The Shaw Road PTA is abso-
lutely fabulous,” said Principal Judy Piger. 

“They are all for the students, and they 
will see the immediate benefi t of their 
donation next year. Every student will 
benefi t from this.”

Shaw Road Elementary student Emily Ensrud uses a SMART Board 
to answer a question as the rest of the class observes.
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Registration begins August 24 at elemen-
tary schools across the district for kinder-
gartners and all other elementary students 
new to the Puyallup School District.

Parents may register their children from 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

To register students for kindergarten and 
fi rst grade, parents should bring a copy 
of their child’s immunization record, a 
certifi ed copy of the birth certifi cate, and 
proof of address such as a lease agreement 
or utility bill.

To register students in grades two through 
six, parents should bring the child’s im-
munization record, a last report card, and 
proof of address.

To register students new to the district’s 
junior high or high schools, parents may 
visit the main offi ce at secondary schools 
between 9 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. beginning 
on Monday, August 17.

Class assignments

Elementary students who attended district 
schools in the 2008-09 school year or who 
registered early this summer as students 
new to the district will be notifi ed of 

School registration and class assignments

their classroom teacher and room number 
through postcards mailed on August 26.

Parents are advised to contact the school 
if they have not received the postcard by 
August 31.

All newly enrolled elementary students 

who register on or after August 24 will re-
ceive their classroom assignment informa-
tion, including when and how they will be 
notifi ed of their teacher and room number, 
at the time of registration.

For more information about elementary 
registration, call (253) 841-8796.

New bell schedules
The times that students start and end 
school are new this year for students in 
all grade levels.

Elementary

Elementary students throughout the 
district will spend six minutes longer at 
school each day for a combined total of 
18 additional hours during the 2009-10 
school year.

The new start and end times take effect 
on the fi rst day of school September 2.

Several factors resulted in a need to 
extend the school day this year, includ-
ing keeping the district in compliance 
with the state’s required minutes of 
instruction.

The state requirement for hours of in-
struction in grades one through 12 will 
increase from 1,000 to 1,080, effective 
in the 2010-11 school year. The Puyal-
lup School District plans to extend the 
school day again in fall of 2010 to meet 
the total hours required.

In addition to adding minutes to the 
elementary school day this year, kinder-
garten students will attend more school 
days throughout the year. 

Junior high and high school

Junior high and high school students 
will start school 95 minutes later and 
end their school day fi ve minutes later 
on Wednesdays. Unlike the 2008-09 
school year, they will no longer be re-
leased an hour early on Wednesdays.

The school district has also modifi ed 
the time that some junior high and high 
school students start and end school on 
all other weekdays.

The Puyallup School Board agreed on 
June 8 to the new Wednesday late start 
for junior high and high school students 
as part of a unanimous vote in favor of 
the 2009-12 Strategic Directions and 
Goals. The late start provides teachers 
time for professional development op-
portunities and teaming.

To view the new elementary, junior high, 
and high school bell schedules for the 
2009-10 school year, visit the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
On any Web page, point to Our Schools, 
click Elementary Schools, Junior High 
Schools, or High Schools, in the left 
pane click a specifi c school, and then 
scroll down the page to School Hours.

Back-to-school 
information
September 2 is the fi rst day of school. 
Information about bus stops, bell sched-
ules, lunch menus and prices, registra-
tion, supply lists, back-to-school nights, 
and Wednesday after-school programs 
is available on the district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Near the top
of the Home page, click a link in the
Back-To-School box.

The district will showcase educational 
programs on Fair Day Wednesday, 
September 16 at the Puyallup Fair & 
Events Center. Activities are planned 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on the fi rst fl oor 
of the Pavilion Building. All students 
are released 3¼ hours early from school 
on this day. For a listing of booths and 
demonstrations, visit the district Web
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Fair Day is
September 16

District receives seventh perfect state audit
For the seventh consecutive year, the 
Puyallup School District has received a 
perfect state audit report.

“To go seven years without a fi nding is 
quite a remarkable achievement,” said 
Regional Audit Manager Mark Rapozo.

The Washington State Auditor’s Offi ce re-
cently released its fi nancial review of how 
the district received and spent its money 
in the 2007-08 school year.

Auditors concluded that Puyallup has 
sound fi nancial practices and complies 
with state laws and regulations, as well as 
its own policies and procedures, to protect 
taxpayers’ interests.

Accountability to stakeholders is one of 
the school board’s four strategic direc-
tions.

Rapozo credited the work of district em-
ployees including Deputy Superintendent 
Debra Aungst, and Director of Accounting 
Laura Marcoe, who oversees the district’s 
audit process.

A team of state auditors worked out of a 
temporary offi ce at the Education Ser-
vice Center and made onsite school visits 
between January and April as part of the 
annual review of district fi nances. The 
Auditor’s Offi ce reviews fi nances every 
year for school districts statewide.

“Any audit concerns that come up during 
our visits are resolved before we even 
leave the district,” Rapozo said. “It’s a 
real pleasure to have this kind of working 
relationship with Puyallup.”

Rapozo also praised the school district for 
its efforts in sharing effective account-
ing procedures with representatives from 
Chief Leschi Schools. That teamwork 
contributed to improved accountability at 
that school, he said.

A report from the state Auditor’s Offi ce 
notes that the review of the Puyallup 
School District’s fi nances focused on 
specifi c areas that have the potential for 
“abuse and misuse of public resources.” 
These include cash receipting, revenue, 
Associated Student Body (ASB) fund-
raising and donations, cash and invest-
ments, and payroll.

Auditors also reviewed how well the 

district — the ninth largest in the state 
— follows ethics and open meetings laws, 
reports teacher experience and education, 
and records the number of students who 
ride the bus.

Attention to detail is critical in transporta-
tion reporting, as more than half of the 
nearly 22,000 students in this district 
ride the bus to and from school each day. 

Drivers spend a week in October each 
year documenting the number of children 
who board the bus, the number of stops 
made on a bus route, and other identifi ers 
requested by the state.

ASB fund-raisers are also considered a 
“high-risk” area because of the high vol-
ume of cash generated and the number of 
times the money changes hands between 
the event and the time the money is depos-
ited.

“Even a small fund-raiser, such as a car 
wash, requires a considerable amount of 
forms and processes to assure students’ 
money is safeguarded,” Marcoe said. An 
ASB fund-raising “survival guide” pro-
duced by the district provides step-by-step 

instructions so that students and school 
educators follow procedures correctly. 
District accountants also routinely visit 
schools to offer training and answer ques-
tions.

Junior high school fund-raisers generated 
between $75,000 and $100,000 during 
this audit period, for example, while high 
schools took in between $600,000 and 
$700,000, Marcoe said.

“That’s a lot of money changing hands,” 
she said. 

One way Puyallup is proactive in examin-
ing its district practices, Marcoe said, is by 
doing its own audit of fi nances throughout 
the school year. The state does not require 
an internal audit, nor does every school 
district in the state do so.

“We do a lot of preventive work before 
the auditors even arrive,” she said. “When 
questions come up during the year, the 
Auditor’s Offi ce is always very respon-
sive. We don’t see the audit as a threat, 
but rather an opportunity for continued 
improvement.”

In a report to the school board in June, 
Aungst summarized the audit by saying, 
“This is due to the efforts of many, many 
people across the entire district who are 
committed to solid accounting and report-
ing of the myriad of transactions.”

“To go seven years without a 
fi nding is quite a remarkable 
achievement.”

Mark Rapozo                   
Regional Audit Manager

Waller Road Elementary kindergartners work on an assignment with 
guidance from teacher Erica Thornton. 

Corey Nguyen, last year’s Associated Student Body President at 
Kalles Junior High, reviews proper procedures for school fund-raisers 
with (from left) secretary Rosie Puncochar and Offi ce Manager Freddie 
Soine. 



Samaritan Hospital. She walked to and 
from school, rain or shine. “It didn’t 
hurt us a bit!” she said with a smile.

Imeson attended elementary school in 
the original Spinning School building, 
then spent her junior high and high 
school years on the Puyallup High 
campus. Junior high classes were held 
on the south side of the high school 
campus, while high school classes were 
located on the north side, she said. 

Every day after school, she practiced 
piano for an hour and did her chores, 
including feeding the chickens, turkeys, 
and horses. With a twinkle in her eye, she 
said she always enjoyed riding her horse, 
“Old Whitey.”

Throughout her school career, Imeson 
said math was her favorite subject. “It 
was easy,” she said. “I always got a good 
grade in math.”

She also played tennis in high school, 
“more for fun than anything else,” she 
recalls. 

Looking back on her school years, she said, 
“My education prepared me well for life.”

In the 80 years since she left Puyallup for 
California, Imeson has been married, had 
children, and returned to this area several 
times to live. She has also spent time in 
Arizona.

She said she is happy to be “back home,” 
having moved in earlier this year with her 
son, Gerald, and his wife, Ellen, in down-
town Puyallup. 

The family has numerous ties to the 

Puyallup School District:

• Imeson’s late twin brother, Earl, 
graduated from Puyallup High in 
1929.

• Her son, Gerald, graduated from 
Puyallup High in 1951. Her other son, 
Alan, graduated as a Viking in 1954.

• Gerald’s son, Eric, and daughter, 
Gwen, both graduated from Puyallup 
High. Gwen (Murry) Rinkel 
works in the district’s Food and 
Nutrition Services department. Her 
husband, Kevin, works in district 
Transportation.

• Imeson’s great-granddaughter, Sarah 
Rinkel, graduated on June 13 from 
Rogers High School. Her great-
grandson, Scott Rinkel, attended 
Ballou Junior High last year and will 
attend Rogers High this fall.

When asked how she felt after all of these 
years to receive her honorary diploma, 
she looked down at her hands clasped in 
her lap and fell silent. When she raised 
her head, her eyes were fi lled with tears. 

“It is wonderful that people have done 
this for me,” she said. “It was absolutely 
the best day of my life.”

Honorary diploma
continued from page 1

Eva Imeson is congratulated by 
family and friends.

mounted on the ceiling allows students to 
position spotlights and then move them to 
achieve desired effects.

Digital photography students will also 
have their own lighting studio, including a 
moveable ceiling rack to mount and move 
lighting for still and action photography.

Across the hall is an expansive 3,300-
square-foot culinary arts classroom, 
which is four times the size of the former 
classroom space and rivals food prepa-
ration kitchens in private industry, said 
Construction Project Manager Derek Rae, 
of Olympic Associates Company.

Students will work at stainless steel 
mobile desks, which can roll to the front 
of the room for lectures or to the center 
for food preparation. Puyallup High is the 
only high school in the district to offer 
Culinary Arts, and the magnet program 
draws students from across the district.

A document camera installed above 
teacher Karri Selby’s demonstration 
lecture area is designed to showcase food 
being prepared. As she prepares or cooks 
meals, using two induction cookers and 
a heated storage area at her desk, her les-
sons may be projected on an interactive 
white board that plugs into either side of 
the work station.

Culinary arts students will learn how 
to prepare food, cook, and bake with 
industry-standard equipment, including 
stainless steel ranges, a brick oven, a char 
broiler, a deep fryer, an upright mixer, and 
a stir fry range with an oversized wok.

Fruits and vegetables can be washed in a 
sink area supported by a heater and pump 
designed to circulate or agitate water for 
thorough cleaning or blanching, Rae said.

Adjacent to the culinary arts classroom is a 
bistro, decorated in a Tuscany theme, where 
students will serve food they have prepared 
to public groups by reservation only. A 
courtyard on the south side of the building 
along Pioneer Avenue will allow guests to 
sit outside at umbrella-covered tables.

the latest in technology, it is also designed 
to complement the architecture and color 
scheme, as well as decades of Viking 
tradition, of the original high school build-
ing.

Splashes of purple and gold — the school 
colors — are on hallway fl oors throughout 
the new wing. Classroom accent walls 
are a soft gold color, and the windows are 
trimmed in green and designed to match 
the windows of the original school.

The exterior walls of the new building 
are also similar in color and texture to 
the existing high school, and the lower 
section of the interior walls is lined with 
red bricks in the same style as the school’s 
exterior.

The structure has been built to allow for 
future expansion, Rae said. Last March 
voters rejected a proposal to add a second 
and third fl oor to the classroom wing.

A fenced courtyard area, featuring 
concrete bench seating surrounded by 
landscaping, joins the original high 
school and the new wing. The steel 
tube fence visible from Seventh Street 
features a welded design of Viking ships, 
which mirrors a ship design on a fence 
that dates to the 1930s on the north side 
of campus.

“The design holds true to the vision, archi-
tecture, and beauty of the main building,” 
Smith said. “It still looks and feels like 
Puyallup High School.”

New classroom wing
continued from page 1

In the automotive section on the east 
end of the new wing, students will have 
12 individual bays (work stations), two 
in-ground automobile fl oor lifts, and one 
four-post vehicle alignment rack. Each 
work station features LED task lighting, 
compressed air, and exhaust vacuums to 
attach to tailpipes.

A locked fenced storage area just outside 
of the main automotive shop will store up 
to six additional vehicles. Students work 
on vehicles that have been donated by au-
tomotive dealerships, colleges, and other 
partnership programs.

All of the classrooms have built-in speak-
ers to amplify sound, and the building is 
designed with the latest thermal properties 
and rigid insulation to keep it cool on hot 
days and warm in the winter. 

Built-in locked storage areas, including 
numerous security cameras, are designed 
to safeguard the school equipment and 
supplies.

The old automotive shop and art buildings 
were demolished in July and replaced with 
staff parking and a grass courtyard area, 
which will open next spring.

Ceramics and other art classes will be 
housed this year in a renovated and ex-
panded classroom area, formerly used for 
video productions and a physics class, in 
the Library Science building.

While the modern facility offers students 

“The design holds true to the 
vision, architecture, and beauty of 
the main building.”

Principal Jason Smith

Viking ships are welded into a steel tube fence that borders a courtyard 
between the new classroom wing (seen in the background) and the  
original Puyallup High School building. 
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Key calendar dates, including school 
board meetings and special weeks such 
as volunteer and teacher apprecia-
tion, are on the Events Calendar on the 
school district Web site. Due to budget 
cuts in the Communications depart-
ment, the district will not be publishing 
a printable 12-page fl ip calendar on the 
Web site for the 2009-10 school year. 

The district has prepared a one-page 
2009-10 calendar with key dates and 
information for kindergartners, as 
well as one for students in grades one 
through six and another for junior high 
and high school students. These calen-
dars are posted on the district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. At the top 
of any page, click Calendars.

Budget cuts have also resulted in this 
Connections newspaper being reduced 
this year to four, eight-page issues 
rather than seven, 12-page issues. 

Key calendar dates 
on district Web site

Students, parents, and community mem-
bers are invited to attend an open house 
in October and Family Days throughout 
the year at the newly renovated Karsh-
ner Museum.

An open house to celebrate recent 
renovations, including the installation 
of double-pane windows and new paint, 
will be from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Oc-
tober 8. The museum is at 309 Fourth 
St. N.E. in Puyallup.

Family Days, which are scheduled the 
fi rst Saturday of every month except in 
April, are opportunities for participants 
to learn more about the museum while 
enjoying arts and crafts, artifact hunts, 
and special events that relate this year 
to a science theme. Taxidermy is the 
theme of the October 3 Family Day, fol-
lowed by electricity and magnetism in 
November and astronomy in December.

Family Days are from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Cost is $3 per person, $10 per family, or 
free for those with annual memberships 
to Friends of the Museum.

Karshner Museum 
sets open house and 
Family Days

Communications staff 
wins state awards
The Puyallup School District Commu-
nications department won seven awards 
for excellent communications, including 
one perfect score in photography, from 
the Washington School Public Relations 
Association (WSPRA).

The awards, presented at the annual 
WSPRA conference in May, recog-

nized work 
with the district 
Web site and 
publications. 
Certifi cates of 
excellence were 
awarded for 
the Web site, 
Connections 
newspaper, 
Building Tradi-
tions news-
paper, annual 
report, Commu-

nications guide brochure, writing, and 
photography. 

The photo above of Fruitland Elemen-
tary student Sydney Lewis reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance received a perfect 
score of 100/100.
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All bus stops along safe walking routes 
within a one-mile radius of the district’s 
elementary, junior high, and high schools 
have been eliminated, effective this school 
year.

About half of the district’s schools will 
have signifi cant changes as a result of the 
new transportation 
plan. Bus service will 
continue to be provid-
ed to students who live 
along routes within the 
one-mile radius that 
the district has identi-
fi ed as being unsafe to 
walk to school.

“The safety of our stu-
dents is paramount,” 
said Deputy Superin-
tendent Debra Aungst.

The 16 schools with 
the most signifi cant 
changes are listed in a box at the end of 
this article.

The elimination of bus stops within the 
one-mile radius is among several cost-sav-
ing measures the district has implemented 
to create a balanced budget for the 2009-
10 school year. About 975 bus stops will 
be eliminated, resulting in a savings of an 
estimated $1.3 million.

“That’s a lot of money, and it’s money that 
we would have had to take out of other 
programs,” Aungst said.

The district receives almost no funding 
from the state for transporting students 
who live within a one-mile radius of 
school. The state partially reimburses the 
district for the cost of busing students 
outside of the one-mile radius.

The mile is measured as the straight-line 
distance between bus route stops and 
destinations and is commonly referred to 
as “the distance a crow fl ies.” One-way 
streets, geographic obstacles, or wind-
ing roads may make the actual distance a 
student walks greater than a mile.

Safe Steps to School
Changes to school bus transportation take effect this fall

Aside from cutting costs, Aungst said that 
having fewer bus stops will result in more 
students walking or riding their bikes, thus 
promoting fi tness and a healthy lifestyle. 
The decision also supports environmental 
efforts by reducing the number of buses 
— approximately 25 — and in turn, the 
amount of fuel used. 

In preparation for the 
infl ux of students who 
will be walking, riding 
their bikes, or arriv-
ing by car to school, 
principals and Facili-
ties department staff 
members met early 
this summer to assess 
safety conditions at 
each school site. 

Over the summer, 
Facilities employ-
ees implemented 
safety improvements 

identifi ed in those site visits, includ-
ing restriping or widening crosswalks, 
improving parking lot signage, and re-
confi guring bus and automobile drop-off 
or pickup areas.

Educators such as Lisa McNamara, prin-
cipal at Brouillet Elementary School, plan 
to meet with students and send informa-
tion about pedestrian and bicycle safety 
home to families in the opening weeks of 
school. Staff throughout the district will 
also be encouraged to model walking, 
bicycling, and automobile safety.

“It’s about the safety and health and 
welfare of our children,” McNamara said. 
“It’s getting our kids out and walking, and 
it helps them develop a better sense of 
their surroundings.”

The district has organized a “Happy Feet: 
Safe Steps to School” education cam-
paign, including incentives such as stick-
ers, to encourage safe walking to school. 
Staff will also remind students of safety 
rules and take appropriate action when 
they notice unsafe pedestrian or bicycle 
behavior.

While the new rule affects all students 
who live within a one-mile radius of their 
neighborhood school, special provisions 
will be made for students who live on 
walking routes identifi ed as being unsafe.

A Safety Advisory Committee has been 
formed to review and approve safe walk-
ing routes identifi ed by the district’s 
Transportation department.

The 12-member committee of citizens and 
staff members, which began meeting this 
summer, will also create pedestrian and 
traffi c safety plans, advocate with other 
entities to make improvements to school 
walk routes, and serve as an appeal board 
regarding bus stop and routing decisions.

Special exceptions to the one-mile radius 
rule will also be made for kindergartners, 
as well as for students with disabilities 
if their Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
requires transportation.

The general rule for kindergartners who 
live within the one-mile radius is that no 
bus transportation will be provided when 

they are able to walk to or from school 
at the same time as other elementary 
students.

• Morning kindergarten: Morning 
kindergartners will be expected to walk 
or use private transportation to school 
in the morning and will be transported 
home by school bus at the end of 
school mid-day on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays. There is 
no transportation home mid-day on 
Wednesdays because that is an early 
release day and marks the end of the 
school day for all elementary students.

• Afternoon kindergarten: Afternoon 
kindergartners will be bused to school 
at the start of the afternoon session 
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday and will be required to walk or 
use private transportation home at the 
end of the afternoon session on those 
weekdays. On the Wednesdays that 
afternoon kindergartners are assigned 
to attend school in the morning, they 
will walk or use private transportation 
to and from school.

A list of frequently asked questions and 
answers about the one-mile radius is on 
the district Web site. The Q’s and A’s are 
listed in the “Happy Feet: Safe Steps to 
School” box on the right side of the dis-
trict Home page.

Further questions or concerns may be 
e-mailed to district transportation at 
transportation@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Information about bus stops for 
each school in the district, as well 
as maps identifying safe walk-
ing routes for students who live 
within the one-mile radius of their 
school, are on the district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. At 
the top of any page, click the Bus 
Schedules icon.

Bus routes, bus stops, and safe 
walking routes are also posted 
on the front doors of all schools 
districtwide.

With more students walking to and from school this year, parents are advised to review the following safe walk-
ing tips with children. Motorists throughout the community are encouraged to drive safely, slow down in school 
zones, and be aware there are greater numbers of children walking to and from school.

 Walk with friends or family members. Younger children should always walk with an adult.

 Walk on the sidewalk. If there is no sidewalk, be sure to walk on the side of the road facing traffi c.

 Stay on a safe walking route. Don’t take shortcuts that could be dangerous. The district has identifi ed safe walking routes 
for every school, which are posted on the Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the top of any page, click the Bus 
Schedules icon.

 Be careful for cars parked in driveways. Watch for cars or trucks parked in driveways, and look for drivers in parked cars 
who may be getting ready to move their vehicle.

 When crossing the street, use an approved crossing area such as at a traffi c signal or other marked intersection. Never dart 
out between parked cars, jaywalk, or use other illegal methods of crossing the street.

 Stop, look, and listen. When crossing the street, use an approved crossing area. Stop at the curb or the edge of the road. 
Look and listen for moving cars in all directions. Wait until no traffi c is coming and begin crossing. Keep looking for 
traffi c until fi nished crossing.

 Walk, don’t run, when crossing the street. Also, don’t push, shove, or chase others.

 Obey traffi c signs, signals, and school crossing guards.

 Be safe, be seen. Wear brightly-colored clothing during the daytime to make it easier to be seen by drivers. When it is 
dark or hard to see outside, use a fl ashlight and wear refl ective material on shoes, backpacks, and clothing.

 Never take rides from people not arranged by parents.

Safe Walking Tips

Schools with the 
most signifi cant bus 
transportation changes

Brouillet Elementary students (from left) Caralyn Sissell and Mandy 
Fifield walk to school along Gem Heights Drive. Motorists are 
encouraged to be extra cautious of more district students walking to 
and from school this year.

The following schools will have the 
most signifi cant changes to bus stops 
and/or routes as a result of the new 
transportation plan:

Emerald Ridge High

Ballou Junior High
Ferrucci Junior High
Glacier View Junior High
Stahl Junior High

Brouillet Elementary
Carson Elementary
Edgerton Elementary
Firgrove Elementary
Hunt Elementary
Karshner Elementary
Meeker Elementary
Spinning Elementary
Stewart Elementary
Wildwood Elementary
Zeiger Elementary

Sources: National Center for Safe Routes to School and National Highway Transportation Safety Administration.
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Meet the school district’s newly appointed leadership
Education Service Center
Director of Assessment
and Accountability

Name: Nancy Arnold
Former Position: Director of special 
programs
Previous Positions: Arnold came to 
the district in 2005 as the assistant 
director of special services after 

having served six years with the Offi ce of Superintendent 
of Public Instruction as program supervisor for alternate 
assessments and testing accommodations. Before that, 
she worked as a teacher in the Elma School District and 
at Grays Harbor College in Aberdeen. Arnold began her 
teaching career in 1975 as an elementary teacher in the 
Antioch Unifi ed School District in California.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley, master’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University, and a doctorate in educational leadership from 
the University of Washington.

Edgerton Elementary School
Pope Elementary School
Assistant Principal

Name: Michelle Fox
Former Position: Instructional coach 
and administrative intern at Aylen 
Junior High
Previous Positions: Fox began her 
teaching career in 1997 at Banks 

Christian Academy in Banks, Ore. After relocating to 
Washington in 2000, she taught at Cascade Christian 
before coming to the Puyallup School District in 2004. She 
served two years as a teacher at Woodland Elementary and 
three years as an elementary instructional math coach. She 
was an administrative intern at Spinning Elementary in the 
2007-08 school year and at Aylen Junior High in 2008-09.  
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University.

Stewart Elementary School 
Principal

Name: Anne Hoban
Former Position: Principal at Hilltop 
Elementary School
Previous Positions: Hoban came to 
the district in 1999 from the Frank-
lin Pierce School District where she 
taught and served as dean of students. 

She spent two years as an assistant principal at Hunt El-
ementary and then served as principal of Meeker Elemen-
tary from 2001 to 2007.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State 
University and master’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University.

Zeiger Elementary School
Principal

Name: Cory Crawford
Former Position: Principal at Pope 
Elementary School
Previous Positions: Crawford served 
as the assistant principal at Pope 
Elementary from 2001 to 2004. Before 
that, he worked one year as principal 
at Hilltop Elementary and seven years as principal at 
Fruitland Elementary. Crawford began teaching in 1978 
in the Wenatchee School District. He has also worked in 
the Orondo (Douglas County) and Central Kitsap school 
districts as a teacher, and in the Auburn School District 
as a teacher and an administrator.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree and master’s degree from 
Central Washington University.

Education Service Center
Half-time Principal on Special 
Assignment with the Offi ce of 
Diversity Affairs

Name: Clara Davidson
Former Position: Co-principal at 
Stewart Elementary
Previous Positions: Davidson has 
served as principal at both Stewart and 
Northwood elementary schools. Prior to that, she held the 
position of administrative intern at Zeiger Elementary for 
one year. Davidson also taught at both Zeiger and Sunrise 
elementary schools. She started teaching in 1987 at Sunrise 
Elementary. 
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Southern Florida and master’s degree from City University.

Pope Elementary School
Principal

Name: Dave Sunich
Former Position: Half-time assistant 
principal at Edgerton Elementary 
School and half-time assistant princi-
pal at Pope Elementary School
Previous Positions: Sunich served 
as assistant principal at Edgerton 

Elementary in the 2007-08 school year and the interim 
assistant principal at Pope Elementary in the 2006-07 
school year. The year before, he was a building learn-
ing specialist at Spinning Elementary. He worked as an 
administrative intern and teacher at Firgrove Elementary, 
where he began teaching in 1997.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State Uni-
versity and master’s degree from Grand Canyon Univer-
sity in Arizona.

Special Services and Programs
Director of Special Programs

Name: John Parker
Former Position: Instructional coach
Previous Positions: Parker began 
teaching math and science at Aylen 
Junior High in 1988 and taught there 
until 1993. For the next 10 years, 
he taught science at Puyallup High 
School. From 2003 to 2006 he was an associate principal 
and instructor for the Shanghai Community International 
Schools in Shanghai, China. Parker returned to the Puyal-
lup School District in 2006 as an instructional coach.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree and master’s degree from 
Washington State University.

Facilities
Director of Construction

Name: Michael Meadows
Former Position: Self-employed 
architect
Previous Positions: Meadows has 
worked for several architecture and 
design companies since 1983. He has 
served as capital project manager for 

Pierce Transit, senior projects manager for Krei Archi-
tecture, and senior project manager for Helix Design 
Group.
Degrees: Three bachelor’s degrees from Washington 
State University.

After more than a decade of study and months of op-
portunity for public testimony, the Puyallup School 
Board unanimously agreed in July to close Hilltop 
Elementary School.

Students in kindergarten through grade six who previ-
ously attended Hilltop Elementary will attend North-
wood or Mt. View elementary schools beginning on the 
fi rst day of class September 2.

The board unanimously agreed on July 13 to support a 
staff recommendation to close Hilltop Elementary, cit-
ing educational and fi nancial reasons.

To read the full article about the Hilltop Elementary 
closure, visit the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us.

Hilltop Elementary closed

            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each 
issue of Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos 
chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

While bands often did sound checks 
before a concert, individual artists 
sometimes met with Martin person-
ally before going on stage to discuss 
the sound quality they desired.

That experience in the music indus-
try landed Martin his most recent 
job seven years ago as the senior 
live sound engineer for the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
headquartered in Salt Lake City.

The 1993 Rogers High School 
graduate mixes sound for the 
church’s Conference Center, a 
21,000-seat theatre-style auditorium 
and the largest venue of its kind in 
the world. Every Sunday, the Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir performance 
is broadcast live to 2,000 radio and 
television stations around the world.

Martin also spends about three 
months out of the year traveling the country and the 

Chris Martin’s big break in the music business came in 
fi fth grade at Fruitland Elementary School.

His teacher, Charles Jacobson, asked the class if there 
was anyone interested in learning how to operate the 
sound board for school assemblies. “I was the fi rst and 
only one to raise my hand,” Martin said.

Within weeks, Martin had learned to run the sound for all 
of the school plays, assemblies, and productions.

“The great thing about Mr. Jacobson is he trusted me,” 
Martin said. “He never micromanaged my setups — he 
only gave words of encouragement and praise.”

The lessons Martin learned at Fruitland Elementary and 
throughout the rest of his school years in the Puyallup 
School District gave him a good foundation, he said, for 
his eventual career as a sound engineer.

Over the years he has mixed audio for well-known 
recording artists such as Tom Jones, Keith Urban, Ray 
Charles, and Rascal Flatts in venues including The Puyal-
lup Fair, the Gorge in George, Wash., and the MGM 
Grand Hotel in Las Vegas.

Martin works at a control board that is fi lled with knobs 

and other technical equipment that allows him to adjust 
sound coming from instruments and voices on stage. On 
a basic level, mixing audio is like adjusting the treble and 
bass dials on a car stereo to produce a desired sound.

Rogers graduate fulfi lls childhood dream as sound engineer

continued on page 7

photo courtesy of Chris Martin

Rogers High School graduate Chris Martin works the sound 
board at the Sprint Center, an indoor arena in Missouri.
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The Puyallup School District has joined a lawsuit, 
which is scheduled to go to trial August 31, to force the 
state to fully fund basic education. 

Puyallup is a member of the Network for Excellence 
in Washington Schools (NEWS) — a coalition of more 
than 70 community organizations, school districts, 
education associations, teachers, and parents that is 
suing the state.

Attorneys for NEWS will argue at trial that the state is 
failing to live up to its constitutional mandate, which 
reads in part: “It is the paramount duty of the state to 
make ample provision for the education of all children 
residing within its borders…”

Superintendent Tony Apostle said, “The state Legis-
lature must not be allowed to continue to ignore and 
dismiss the funding inequities and unfunded mandates 
thrust upon the 295 fi scally strained public school 
districts in this state.”

Apostle continued, “To date, there has been an ineffective 
political attempt to satisfy the interests of all self-pro-
claimed public, private, and nonprofi t education advocacy 
and opposition groups before an educational reform plan 
is funded by the state. We simply cannot wait any longer 
for everyone to agree on the funding plan.” 

Chris Ihrig, a longtime member of the Puyallup com-
munity with four children in the school district, is the 
newest member of the district’s Bond Oversight Com-
mittee.

The Puyallup School Board unanimously agreed 
in May to appoint Ihrig to the committee. He fi lls a 
vacancy left with the resignation of Pat Donovan, who 
was appointed in January to serve on the school board.

The 13-member Bond Oversight Committee oversees 
projects funded by the 2004 voter-approved school 
bond and associated state match resources. The com-
mittee has met regularly throughout the past fi ve years.
 
Ihrig is vice president and general 
manager of the Brighton Group, a 
human resources consulting group 
with offi ces throughout Washington 
State. The fi rm specializes in career 
transition, leadership development, 
and organizational consulting. Ihrig 
works out of the fi rm’s corporate 
headquarters in Bellevue.

He and his wife, Kris, have lived in 
downtown Puyallup for the past 19 years. They have 
four children: Emily, an eleventh grader this fall at 
Puyallup High; Gabe, a ninth grader at Kalles Junior 
High; Anna, a seventh grader at Kalles Junior High; 
and Alec, a third grader at Spinning Elementary.

Ihrig serves on the district’s Career and Technical Edu-
cation business and marketing advisory committee. Over 
the years, he has been actively involved with the Spin-
ning Elementary School PTA and Washington Special 
Olympics. He has also coached youth baseball and bas-
ketball teams through the Puyallup Parks and Recreation 
Department and Edgewood Athletic Association.
 
In addition to appointing Ihrig to the committee, the 
school board voted in May to renew the appointment of 
Bond Oversight Committee members Stan Cross and 
Eddie Rodriguez, whose terms recently expired. 

world mixing audio for the 360-member Mormon Taber-
nacle Choir and 100-piece orchestra, as well as for church 
conferences and cultural events.

Childhood dream come true

After his experience working sound at Fruitland Elemen-
tary, Martin said he was “beyond hooked” on his new-
found hobby. He dreamed in his early teenage years of 
being the “sound guy” for popular bands and spent his 
free time drawing pictures of concert arena stages.

As a ninth grader at Kalles Junior High, Martin met a 
friend whose mother produced a local country opry show 
in town in the late 1980s. The engineer in charge of the 
sound and lights for that show “took me under his wing 
and began teaching me more of the nuts and bolts of mix-
ing audio.”

Martin set up his own DJ company that year and coordi-
nated music for events ranging from junior high dances to 
weddings. He also assisted with sound and lighting at the 
Auburn Avenue Theater.

Puyallup Fair and high school years

In the summer of 1990, Martin took his dream to the next 
level by calling the production manager of the Puyallup 
Fair to ask for a job working the grandstand shows. He 
kept calling, he said, until eventually he was hired as a 
stagehand. Martin swept the concert stage and did other 
jobs “no one else wanted to do.” 

Over time, he was asked to help unload semi trucks and 
set up shows for top-billed performing artists such as 
Alabama, The Beach Boys, The Moody Blues, and Frank 
Sinatra. “Some of the audio guys even let me do ‘shot-
gun,’ showing me the ins and outs of their jobs,” he said.

Martin held that job while attending Rogers High. In high 
school he learned more basics of audio mixing while coor-
dinating the sound for all school plays and productions. He 
also worked as the primary audio technician for the jazz 
and concert choirs under the direction of choir teacher Pat 
Michel and Michel’s predecessor, Richard Nace.

“They taught me one of the most important things I 

Community member joins 
Bond Oversight Committee

Rogers graduate
continued from page 6

District joins lawsuit to fully 
fund basic education

Athletes, coaches recognized statewide

learned to be successful in my career,” he said. “I learned 
how to take direction. Whether it’s a music artist or a 
choir director, it’s their show, it’s their sound, and when 
it comes out of the soundboard, it needs to be done right. 
They both instilled excellence in their students.”

Professional career

Martin was hired directly out of high school to do audio 
work for a Seattle-based sound company, and then a year 
later became a sound engineer for the MGM Grand Hotel 
in Las Vegas.

He later returned to Seattle to continue as a sound engi-
neer, served a two-year mission for his church in Wash-
ington D.C., and earned his associate of arts degree in 
business at Ricks College (later renamed BYU Idaho).

While in college, he worked as the student audio engineer 
and was hired to mix sound at a newly renovated theater 
in Idaho Falls. He later became the venue’s production 
manager and technical director. “The fi rst show I did was 
for none other than Ray Charles himself,” he said.

Martin said being hired by the church has given him a 
chance to fulfi ll his childhood dream of being a sound 
engineer while also traveling the world. The 34-year-old 
father of three said, “Every day is a new challenge because 
there are always different music and performance venues. I 
have always wanted to mix sound. That is my true love.”

Soon after graduation, Chris Martin did audio 
work for a Seattle-based sound company.

Students and coaches throughout the school district won numerous local and state recognitions during the spring 
sports and activities season.

The Puyallup High School baseball team (photo on left) won the league championship and advanced to the state 
fi nals. The team dominated the fi eld and ended the season with a second-place fi nish in Washington.

Emerald Ridge High student Kayla Stueckle (photo on right) also made a name for herself at the state level, setting 
a state meet record and securing the championship in the 300-meter low hurdles. This is the second consecutive 
year that Stueckle has won the 300-meter low hurdles. She also took second place in the 100-meter high hurdles 
and third place in the 200-meter dash and long jump. Other team and student accomplishments during the spring 
season are included in an article on the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

In addition to the student and team accomplishments, seven Puyallup School District coaches were named Coach 
of the Year — an honor voted on by their peers in the South Puget Sound League (SPSL) or statewide athletic 
organizations.  

•  Rogers High: Stephanie Tucci, SPSL girls track, and Jason Farias, SPSL boys soccer
• Emerald Ridge High: Lynn Wardle, SPSL girls softball, and Jim Meyerhoff, Washington State Coaches 

Association girls wrestling
• Puyallup High: Todd Fletcher, SPSL girls water polo; Brooks Hazen, SPSL girls tennis; and Marc Wiese, SPSL 

boys baseball

photo courtesy of Kelsie Cagampang photo courtesy of Kimmy Johnstone

Community members are invited to sign up to receive 
periodic district news electronically. Highlights from 
Puyallup School Board meetings and other district 
news will be e-mailed to those who sign up. 

Visit the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
Scroll to the bottom of the Home page and fi nd the 
Please Join Our Mailing List box. Type an e-mail ad-
dress in the box and click the Go button. A new screen 
will appear in which the user will be prompted to enter 
at least a fi rst and last name, and a zip code.

Sign up for electronic news

Chris Ihrig
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Parents or guardians of junior high 
students are invited to preview the 
school district’s approved HIV/AIDS 
curriculum for students in grades seven 
through nine between 6:30 and 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 9. The meeting 
will be held in the Puyallup High School 
Commons, 105 Seventh St. S.W. in 
Puyallup.

Parents wishing to exclude their child 
from the state-required HIV/AIDS cur-
riculum must preview this curriculum 
and sign an exclusion form. Questions 
or concerns may be addressed by at-
tending this parent meeting, contacting 
the child’s teacher, or contacting Rick 
Wells, director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness, at (253) 841-8785.

HIV/AIDS curriculum 
preview September 9

Puyallup Giftmakers is in need of dona-
tions for its 23rd annual holiday gift 
giveaway for children in need through-
out the school district.

Items collected are given to families in 
need during a two-day gift giveaway in 
early December.

Student organizers are seeking new toys, 
books, and board games for children 
ages 4 to 14; sporting equipment such 
as basketballs, plastic bats and balls, 
and volleyballs; infant and pre-school 
toys; and holiday stockings and stocking 
stuffers.

Items may be dropped off through the 
end of September in donation boxes at 
Sylvan Learning Centers in the south 
Puget Sound area, including Puyallup. 
For a list of the center addresses and 
to learn more about Giftmakers, visit 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page, point to Our Community, click 
Partnerships & Programs, and in the left 
pane click Puyallup Giftmakers.

Items also may be dropped inside a large 
red wooden box that will be located 
inside the South Hill Mall beginning in 
mid-November.

Puyallup Giftmakers 
seeks donations

Students continue academic gains on WASL
High school students across the district 
scored above the state average and dem-
onstrated continued academic gains on the 
2009 Washington Assessment of Student 
Learning (WASL).

The state released reading, writing, and 
math WASL scores in June for grade 10, 
as well as for students in grades 11 and 12 
who hadn’t yet passed the mandated test 
as a tenth grader.

In all three grades and in all three sub-
jects, Puyallup School District students 
scored above the state average.

High school students are permitted to 
retake the WASL in August, so success 
rates, including for the 2009 graduating 
class, may go even higher.

WASL results for students in elementary 
and junior high school are scheduled to be 
released in late August and mailed home 
to families in late September.

To graduate, students must pass the read-
ing and writing sections of the state exam 
and either pass the math test or earn two 
credits of math after tenth grade. Students 
may also meet the assessment require-
ments by passing state-approved alterna-
tives.

In addition to the state test requirements, 
seniors must earn a minimum number of 
course credits, complete a culminating 
project, and write a “High School and 
Beyond Plan” outlining goals in school 
and after graduation.

The WASL will be replaced this school 
year (2009-10) with new state tests to 
measure basic skills. Students in grades 
three through eight will take the Measure-
ments of Student Progress test, while high 
school students will take the High School 
Profi ciency Exam.

The new state tests are slated to be shorter, 
and the time it takes to administer them is 
projected to be cut signifi cantly. The new 
testing window for elementary and junior 
high students will be moved to May, while 

Ashley Flores, a senior this fall at Puyallup High, works during summer 
school on a collection of evidence documenting her writing skills. 
The collection of work is a state-approved alternative assessment 
to passing the WASL. Students submit work demonstrating their 
knowledge of a subject.

the testing dates for high school students 
will generally remain the same in March 
and April.

About 25 percent of students statewide in 
grades six through eight are also expected 
to participate next spring in voluntary 
online testing in the reading and math sec-
tions of the state test. Online tests in other 
grades and subjects will be phased in over 
the next two years.

On the WASL test last spring, tenth grad-
ers in the Puyallup School District scored 
particularly well in writing, with 92.5 
percent of the Class of 2011 having met 
or exceeded the state standard. In reading, 
86 percent met standard, followed by 48.9 
percent in math. 

The scores were also encouraging in 
grades 11 and 12, where students met the 
standard either by passing the WASL or an 
approved alternative assessment of basic 
skills. Specifi c results are on the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The Class of 2009 also excelled with 
98.7 percent of the twelfth graders having 
passed the reading and writing WASL 
graduation requirement or an approved 
alternative.

A handful of seniors in the Class of 2009 
did not graduate because they failed 
to pass the reading and/or writing sec-
tions of the WASL, said Nancy Arnold, 
the district’s director of assessment and 
accountability. The more likely reason a 
senior did not graduate in June is because 
of a lack of high school course credits in 
required subjects, she said.

Arnold credited the work of on-time 
graduation specialists at each of the high 
schools, remediation classes, as well as 
students who demonstrated their knowl-
edge of a subject by completing a “collec-
tion of evidence,” for contributing to the 
high rate of students passing the WASL.

“We have support systems in place to help 
our students,” Arnold said. 

Lisa Kusche, the on-time graduation 
specialist at Emerald Ridge High School, 
is the 2009 Puyallup South Hill Rotary 
“Community Vocational Recognition 
Award” winner in the fi eld of education.

The Rotary Club presented Kusche with 
an engraved plaque during an awards 
ceremony in May at Pierce College. The 
awards program recognizes community 
leaders in business, education, govern-
ment, and nonprofi t organizations.

Kusche joined the 
Emerald Ridge 
High staff when the 
school opened in 
2000. Before that, 
she taught six years 
at Puyallup High 
and 10 years at 
Kalles Junior High.

Emerald Ridge 
High Principal 
Brian Lowney 
described Kusche 
as “a remarkable 
woman, an excep-
tional teacher, a 
valuable colleague, 
and a fi ne human 
being.” 

He added, “Lisa 
understands we are 
in the kid busi-
ness and we have a 

moral obligation to do whatever it takes 
to move them forward in their learning.”

Kusche, a mother of three Puyallup 
School District students, works with Em-
erald Ridge High students to help them 
graduate on time with their class.

She thanked the Rotarians for the award 
and said, “As a community, together we 
have to encourage our children, espe-
cially in high school.”

Staff recognitions
High school educator receives Rotary award

Paraeducator wins 
diversity award
Viengkham “Pheng” Nix, a paraeducator 
at Spinning Elementary, is the recipient 
of the 2008-09 Puyallup School Dis-
trict’s Peer Support Network Inspira-
tional Award. 
 
Puyallup School 
Board President Greg 
Heath presented Nix 
with an engraved 
plaque during a 
recognition at a board 
meeting in May. 

The Peer Support 
Network provides 
employees opportuni-
ties to share experiences and promote 
the district’s diversity and multicultural 
education efforts.
 
Nix has served on the school district’s 
Diversity Committee, Peer Support Net-
work Committee, and Honoring Cultures 
Diversity Celebration Committee. She 
has been one of the key players in orga-
nizing the fashion show and community 
entertainment for the annual Honoring 
Cultures celebration.

One person who submitted a nomination 
wrote, “Her gentle manner and willingness 
to give selfl essly of herself makes her a 
true inspiration to all students and staff.”
 
Nix was also honored two years ago as 
the school district’s Volunteer Coordina-
tor of the Year.

The YMCA before- and after-school 
child care program is available at 
14 locations in the Puyallup School 
District: Northwood, Mt. View, Maple-
wood, Karshner, Shaw Road, Spinning, 
Wildwood, Ridgecrest, Pope, Edgerton, 
Brouillet, Carson, Firgrove, and Sunrise 
elementary schools. Half-day programs 
are available at select sites for kinder-
gartners. For more information and to 
register, visit www.ymcatacoma.org.

YMCA child care

As the fl u season approaches, the district 
reminds students, employees, volun-
teers, and families that good health hab-
its can help stop the spread of germs and 
prevent respiratory illnesses like the fl u.

Health educators recommend wash-
ing hands frequently, especially before 
eating; covering the nose and mouth 
when coughing or sneezing; avoiding 
touching the eyes, nose, and mouth; get-
ting plenty of sleep; drinking fl uids and 
eating nutritious food; avoiding close 
contact with sick people; and staying 
home when sick.

Preventing the fl u

Viengkham Nix

Lisa Kusche, the on-time graduation specialist 
at Emerald Ridge High School, works with Alexis 
Perez, who graduated with the Class of 2009.


