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New elementary math curriculum gets under way this fall
Soon after purchasing her fi rst farm in 
downtown Puyallup, Correa Howard in-
vested in a cow, some sheep, a few goats, 
and several pigs.

Her dream of becoming a successful 
farmer continued with the purchase of 
a red barn to store tools and supplies, a 
green tractor to work in the fi elds, fencing 
to keep the animals penned, and a tall silo 
to store grain.

Pay no attention to the fact that Howard is 
only in fi rst grade.

The young entrepreneur and nearly 20 
of her classmates at Meeker Elementary 
School became experts last spring at fi ll-
ing out purchase orders, budgeting money, 
counting cash, and measuring how much 
fencing they needed to corral their farm 
animals.

Math came alive for these students as they 
mapped out 30 square units of farmland 
on oversized pieces of white paper and 
used colorful play money to purchase 
land, livestock, and farming tools.

Once they paid their teacher for an animal 
or other basic farming need, they received 
an image of the item printed on a small 
piece of paper that they colored, cut out, 
and glued onto their three-dimensional 
land map.

Their teacher, Cynthia Jones, incorporated 
writing activities and a matching game 
to teach students about the animals they 

purchased. She shared about what they 
look like, what they eat, why they are 
raised, and how they are different from 
one another.

“They really had fun with this, and all the 
while they were learning important math 
skills,” Jones said. 

Field tests show promising results

Giving students visuals as part of their 
math learning, and inviting them to par-
ticipate in engaging, hands-on activities, 
are key to a new math curriculum starting 
this fall in elementary schools across the 
district.

Meeker and Hunt elementary schools 
fi eld-tested the new “Bridges in Math-
ematics” curriculum last year as part of 
the school district’s curriculum adoption 
process.

Edgerton and Stewart elementary schools 
tried out another math curriculum under 
consideration, while Karshner and Pope 
elementary schools participated in the 
fi eld study using the district’s existing 
“Growing with Math” curriculum. 

After comparing test scores at all six 
schools, an Elementary Math Adoption 
Committee recommended, and the school 
board approved, adopting Bridges in 
Mathematics.

The curriculum is designed for kindergar-
ten through grade fi ve. Students in grades 

six through eight will continue to use the 
district’s “Connected with Math” curricu-
lum.

“We saw some immediate results from the 
fi eld study of Bridges in Mathematics at 
Meeker and Hunt elementary schools,” 
said John Parker, director of instructional 
leadership. “Both schools showed tremen-
dous promise with signifi cant improve-
ments in math skills.”

At Meeker Elementary, for example, more 
than 81 percent of fi fth graders met or 
exceeded math learning standards on the 
state’s Measurement of Student Progress 
test. 

Learning standards identify what a student 
should know and be able to do at each 

continued on page 4

Meeker Elementary fi rst graders (from left) Tarieonya Mitchell-Cooper 
and Thomas Mulligan use colorful paper money to purchase farm 
animals and supplies from teacher Cynthia Jones.

Grading practices set to change in secondary schools 
New grading practices designed to help 
junior high and high school students 
become more successful learners will be 
phased into schools beginning this fall.

Nearly 250 junior high and high school 
teachers in the district participated in a 
day-long training session in June to learn 
about a revised assessment and grading 
policy approved by the school board. 
Several hundred more teachers were 
scheduled to participate in additional 
trainings this month.

Teachers are encouraged to begin put-
ting the new policy into practice this year 
while they continue to receive training in 
the new methods of assessing, grading, 
and reporting student progress.

By the end of March 2012, Superinten-
dent Tony Apostle will recommend to the 
school board a date for full districtwide 
implementation.

continued on page 4

Parents and students can learn more about 
the new grading practices and ask ques-
tions at information meetings scheduled 
once a month in October, November, 
January, February, and March.

The meetings will be held at the Educa-
tion Service Center in downtown Puyal-
lup. Dates and times are on the district 
website.

Standards-based education

The policy calls for students to be graded 
on what they know, specifi cally in relation 
to learning standards established by the 
state for each grade level and in every 
subject. The standards identify what a 
student should know by the time they 
complete a specifi c course.

The standards-based grading style differs 
from the traditional grading system, which 

Renee Tapia (left) and Julia Roof work on test problems last spring 
at Kalles Junior High.



Superintendent’s Message

Board Member’s Message

PUYALLUP SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

Board of Directors
Cindy Poysnick

President
(253) 841-7260

Pat Donovan
Vice President
(253) 770-0871

 Chris Ihrig
Legislative Representative

(253) 848-2380
Greg Heath

Director
(253) 770-8797
Diana Seeley

Director
(253) 848-4028 

 Dr. Tony Apostle
Superintendent
(253) 841-8769

District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
District challenges students to achieve 
their academic, creative, and physical 
potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or e-mail hansenkm@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Karen Hansen

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Questions and complaints 
of alleged discrimination may be 
directed to Lorraine Wilson, assistant 
superintendent of human resources 
(253) 841-8764; executive director 
of diversity affairs (253) 840-8966; 
Title IX coordinator (253) 841-8785; 
Section 504 coordinator (253) 841-
8700.

Tony Apostle
Superintendent

School doors will open and Puyallup 
School District staff will welcome the 
return of more than 21,500 students on 
Thursday, September 1. Again this year, 
we are excited about the continuous stu-
dent accomplishments and the intentional 
extra effort by our staff as they provide 
high-quality student academic programs, 
athletics, performing and visual arts, and 
other popular co-curricular programs. 

With the onset of the 2011-12 school 
year, we must again effectively manage 
to produce higher performing students in 
order for them to compete academically 
for admission to technical colleges and 
universities and seek jobs at a time of high 
unemployment nationwide. While school 
district funding continues to be reduced 
by the state, the Puyallup School District 
is leading the way in terms of fi nancial 
accountability, mindful of our stakehold-
ers who demand sound fi scal practices. 
Additionally, the district has received its 
ninth consecutive perfect audit as certifi ed 
by the Washington State Auditor’s Offi ce. 
I am very proud of the Board of Directors 

and all district staff who must account for 
the federal, state, and local funds provided 
to us.

While remaining enthusiastic and opti-
mistic in my core beliefs, it is very like-
ly that this year we must prepare, as an 
entire organization, for a very challeng-
ing year fi nancially — one which we 
have not experienced since the historical 
1930s Great Depression. It is imperative 
that everyone in our school community 
understands that organizational and per-
sonal sacrifi ces will need to be made to 
balance the 2012-13 district budget. To 

this end, the board and I believe there 
is a high need for greater depth and 
frequency of our communications and 
community engagement related to the fi -
nancial challenges ahead. It is not about 
if these fi nancial hardships will happen 
but, more importantly, what we have 
done and will continue to do to prepare 
for when these projected fi nancial emer-
gencies appear in our near future. The 
community will hear more about our 
communications plan and community 
engagement process later this month. I 
believe our stakeholders will be pleased 
with our planning efforts.

Despite the fi nancial challenges faced by 
all 295 public school districts in our great 
state, I am proud of our accomplishments 
and reputation here in the Puyallup School 
District. We will succeed together in our 
sincere efforts to provide the very best 
educational opportunities possible for our 
youth. I urge you to join me in being as 
courageous as we have ever been and ac-
complishing the goal of doing what’s best 
for students.
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Welcome to the 2011-12 school year

Participating in your child’s school experience

Cindy Poysnick
President

The start of the new school year is an 
exciting time full of new teachers, new 
classes, new partnerships, and new op-
portunities.

For my family, eldest grandson Eli, age 
11, will be starting sixth grade at a middle 
school in Olympia. We are all eagerly 
building his confi dence to be “one of the 
big kids.” No problem, as he is really 
looking forward to the opportunities in 

middle school that were not available to 
him in elementary school. Grandson Alex-
ander, age 5, will be starting kindergarten 
in Lacey. We are sure that our “Hurricane 
Xander” will be an adventure in teaching 
for his lucky educator.

Please consider how you will infl uence 
your child’s learning in this new school 
year. Get to know your student’s teachers 
and establish a working relationship that 
ultimately leads to your child’s success. 
It does take a team to achieve goals set 
for success. Promote active learning by 
listening and working with your student’s 
questions and ideas. Read with your 
children, have conversations about current 
events, and try new and diverse activities 
that will engage your families and result 
in everlasting memories.

Volunteering in your child’s classroom 

also contributes to your student’s learn-
ing.  Students enjoy having their parents 
involved in their lives at school. To be-
come a volunteer, complete the volunteer 
application which is available in school 
offi ces or on our school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The entire district has worked very hard to 
be ready for your students on the fi rst day 
of school. All staff members are prepared 
to meet the needs of students who come 
through the doors, and they will work hard 
for their success. Our goal as a district and 
community is to see each student success-
fully complete his or her academic career 
and culminate that journey with a gradua-
tion diploma.

Welcome back, and have a great year. 

School board honors retiring employees
Each year, the Puyallup School Board 
honors retiring district employees with a 
recognition program and reception.

The recognition program on June 13 be-
gan with a saxophone solo performance 
by Rogers High School 
student Chase Nich-
olson. He performed 
Klonos by Piet Swerts 
and was accompanied 
on the piano by Marilyn 
Jacobson.

School principals and 
other supervisors out-
lined each of the retirees’ 
years of service and 
asked family members 
and friends to stand dur-
ing the recognitions.

This year’s 38 retirees 
have nearly 800 years of 
combined service in the 
Puyallup School District.

Each retiree received a 
certifi cate of recognition 
from the school board, 
a fl ower, and a booklet 

listing this year’s retirees and their ac-
complishments.

A retiree booklet that outlines each
person’s work in the district is available 

on the Puyallup School District website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the top 
of the Home page under Headlines, click 
More District News.

Retiring 2010-11 district employees gather during a school board reception in 
their honor. This year’s 38 retirees have nearly 800 years of combined service to 
the Puyallup School District.
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School registration and class assignments
Registration begins Tuesday, August 23 
at elementary schools across the district 
for kindergartners and all other elemen-
tary students new to the Puyallup School 
District.

Registration hours vary by school. Contact 
local elementary schools to determine 
registration times.

To register students for kindergarten and 
fi rst grade, parents should bring a copy of 
their child’s immunization record, a birth 
certifi cate, and proof of address such as a 
lease agreement or utility bill.

To register students in grades two through 
six, parents should bring the child’s im-
munization record, a last report card, and 
proof of address such as a lease agreement 
or utility bill.

Specifi cs about required immunizations 
are on the Puyallup School District web-
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

For more information about elementary 
registration, call (253) 841-8796.

Classroom assignments for new and 
returning elementary students 

Elementary students who attended district 
schools in the 2010-11 school year or who 
registered early in the summer as students 
new to the district will be notifi ed of their 
classroom teacher and room number
through postcards mailed on August 25.

Parents are advised to contact the school 
if they have not received the postcard by 
August 29.

All newly enrolled elementary students 
who register on or after August 23 will 
receive their classroom assignment infor-

mation, including their teacher and room 
number, at the time of registration.

New junior high school students 

Parents may register junior high students 
new to the district by calling the junior 
high school in their attendance area for 
specifi c registration information and to 
make an appointment to meet with a coun-
selor after August 14.

For more information about junior high 
school registration, call (253) 435-6726.

New high school students

Parents may register their high school 
students who are new to the district by 
calling the high school in their attendance 

area for specifi c registration information 
and to make an appointment to meet with 
a counselor.

For more information about high school 
registration, call (253) 841-8771.

The following documents are required 
when registering junior high and high 
school students:
• Immunization record
• Transcript or last report card
• Withdrawal information from the 

previous school
• Proof of address such as a utility bill or 

a lease agreement
• Individualized Education Plan (IEP) if 

the student receives special services

Sophie Phillips, a kindergartner last year in Carla Butcher’s class at 
Mt. View Elementary, works on a classroom assignment. 

Parents can access bus stops, routes online
Beginning this month, parents can locate 
the school bus stop closest to their home 
with the click of a computer button.

They can also see what time the school 
bus picks up and drops off their children, 
view maps of bus and walking routes, 
locate the elementary, junior high, and 
high schools in their attendance area, and 
sign up for e-mail notifi cations when bus 
routes or times change.

The information is available as part of a 
new Web-based computer software system 
purchased by the district last year. Since 
then, equipment has been installed and 
staff members have been trained on how 
to use the program.

Parents can access the information by 
visiting the Puyallup School District 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. At 
the top of any page, click Bus Schedules. 
On the page that appears, click the 
“Infofi nder i” link.

The new system replaces manual bus 
routing methods that the Transportation 
department had used for nearly a quarter 
of a century. 

Staff can now plan bus routes more ef-
fi ciently and with better accuracy, said 
Transportation Director Cathy McDaniel.

They can also reroute buses quickly in the 
event of an emergency, organize fi eld trips 
online, and schedule preventive mainte-
nance on district vehicles, she said.

As part of the system upgrade, the district 
has installed a Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) tracking device on each of its 
school buses and district vehicles.

“We know exactly where our buses are at 

all times, which is especially helpful in 
an emergency when we need to quickly 
reroute a bus,” said Rudy Fyles, execu-
tive director of education support and 
operations. 

Each bus also has a hand-held computer-
ized inspection device, which drivers use 
for pre- and post-trip inspections.

At the end of a bus run, for example, one 
of the driver’s duties is to walk from the 
front to the back of the bus and scan the 
seats and fl oor to make sure all children 
have exited the vehicle.

When complete, the driver swipes a 
computerized hand-held device across a 

yellow tab at the rear of the bus to record 
that inspection task is done.

If a problem surfaces during the inspec-
tion, such as a burned-out taillight, the 
driver notes the exception on the hand-
held device. The device will alert the 
driver if the issue is serious enough to 
warrant putting the bus out of service.

In the past, drivers used a paper checklist 
to do their daily maintenance checks, 
McDaniel said.

“This is an effi cient, reliable service that 
goes a long way to ensure the safety of 
our students,” she said.

Students board a school bus in the Sunrise development. Bus stops, 
bus routes, and more transportation information will be accessible 
online beginning in mid-August.

The fi rst day of school is Thursday, 
September 1. Information about bus 
stops, bell schedules, lunch menus 
and prices, registration, immunization 
requirements, supply lists, back-to-
school nights, and more is available on 
the Puyallup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Near the top 
of the Home page, click a link in the 
Back-To-School box.

School information 
on district website

Registration begins this month for 
Wednesday after-school elementary 
programs coordinated by Communi-
ties In Schools of Puyallup (CISP). A 
schedule of class offerings is posted on 
the district website at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Copies of the class schedule 
are also available in elementary school 
offi ces. The schedule will not be mailed 
this year to families. For more informa-
tion, e-mail CISP Program Coordinator 
Jan Mauk at maukje@puyallup.k12.
wa.us.

Register for 
Wednesday after-
school programs

The district will showcase educational 
programs on Fair Day Wednesday, 
September 14 at the Puyallup Fair & 
Events Center. Activities are planned 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on the fi rst fl oor 
of the Pavilion Building.

All students are released 3¼ hours early 
from school on this day. A listing of 
booths and demonstrations will be on 
the Puyallup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Fair Day is 
September 14

Free backpacks and school supplies, 
vision checks, immunization and dental 
information, haircuts, and more will be 
offered at a back-to-school health fair 
and barbecue on Saturday, August 20 in 
Edgewood.

The event is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Mountain View Community Center, 
3505 122nd Ave. E. in Edgewood. 
Students must be present to receive 
backpacks and school supplies.

Live music, carnival games, and prizes 
will also be featured at the free event, 
sponsored for the second straight year 
by the Mountain View Community 
Center.

Puyallup School District representatives 
will be available to answer questions. 
Parents are asked to bring a copy of 
their child’s immunization record.

Back-to-school 
health fair and 
barbecue August 20

Key calendar dates
Calendar dates for the 2011-12 school 
year, including the fi rst and last day of 
school, Thanksgiving break, and winter 
and spring breaks, are posted to the 
district website.

Visit the Puyallup School District 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
Click the Calendars icon at the top of 
any page.
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grade level in different subjects.

“To see those kind of results in the fi rst 
year is encouraging,” Parker said.

Bridges in Mathematics

Bridges in Mathematics is based on years 
of research about how children learn, 
Parker said. Experienced teachers initially 
developed the curriculum with funding 
support from the National Science Foun-
dation.

The curriculum has had proven success at 
several other Washington schools, he said, 
and it has a good record of helping Eng-
lish Language Learners and students with 
special needs be successful in math.

Spanish translations of many of the course 
materials are available online through The 
Math Learning Center, an Oregon-based 
non-profi t organization that publishes and 
distributes the curriculum.

The new curriculum is divided into two 
basic parts: math units, or lessons, and 
Number Corner — a 15- to 20-minute 
daily activity, often used as a warm-up to 
the math lesson.

Number Corner focuses on skills such as 
measuring, using fractions and decimals, 
fi guring out shapes or angles, and doing 
pre-algebra activities.

“It’s highly engaging, and it’s based on the 
state’s learning standards,” Parker said.
A bulletin board display is central to 
Number Corner and features a large 
calendar pocket chart with accompany-
ing visuals. A kindergarten teacher, for 
example, might teach days of the month 
with the help of color-coded pictures that 

create a pattern when put side-by-side in 
the pocket chart.

Preparing for the rollout

The district introduced Number Corner 
at all elementary schools last spring as a 
preview to the rollout of the full curricu-
lum this fall.

Hundreds of elementary teachers partici-
pated in one of two training classes this 
summer to learn the new math material, 
Parker said. “The reception was positive,” 
he said.

At least one teacher at every elementary 
school has also received additional train-
ing to help colleagues at their buildings as 
questions arise.

A follow-up training session for all teach-
ers in kindergarten through grade fi ve is 
scheduled in January.

How students learn math

The curriculum recognizes that all stu-
dents do not master skills and concepts at 
the same time, Parker said.
 
To ensure that they have multiple oppor-
tunities to make sense of mathematical 
ideas, Bridges in Mathematics revisits key 
skills and concepts in different ways, at 
different times throughout the year, and 
across grade levels.

The curriculum also supports the connec-
tion between school and home, Parker 
said. Most homework assignments include 
a note for families that explains what 
students have been doing in class, what 
the assignment is, and what kind of help 
students may need to complete the assign-
ment.

Classroom lessons are designed for inde-
pendent learning, as well as for small and 

large groups of students.

Last spring, Debbie Belvill’s fourth-grade 
class at Hunt Elementary broke up into 
small groups of four to six students to 
study and illustrate the wingspans of 15 
different shorebirds.

With colored markers, string, yardsticks, 
and their Bridges in Mathematics work-
books in hand, students gathered on the 
fl oor around large poster boards to il-
lustrate the wingspan length (in inches) of 
the long-billed curlew, solitary sandpiper, 
and American avocet, among others.

During the lesson, students learned math 
concepts such as mode and median. They 
also learned that they can end up with 
the same answers but illustrate how they 
reached those conclusions in different 
ways, Belvill said.

K-12 Math Improvement Plan

The new elementary curriculum is part of 
the school district’s overall K-12 Compre-
hensive Math Improvement Plan to help 
students be more successful.

Two years ago, for example, the district 
adopted a new Algebra I textbook. This 
year, Algebra II and Geometry students 
will also have new textbooks and instruc-
tional materials.

New math classes offered in secondary 
schools this year include Pre-Advanced 
Placement Algebra II, Financial Literacy, 
and Financial Algebra.

“We are looking at this as a complete 
math improvement package,” Parker said.

Superintendent Tony Apostle recently 
told the school board, “We are committed 
fi nancially and with our energies to im-
proving student achievement in math, and 
we are committed and passionate about 
seeing results.”

Hunt Elementary fourth graders Collin Stephens and Audrey Ozolitas 
chart the results of a math lesson on the wingspan of different 
shorebirds. 

continued from page 1

Elementary math

has been used in Puyallup for more than 
150 years.

The new method calls for teachers to grade 
students solely on their individual aca-
demic achievement. Grades will no longer 
be infl uenced by practices that can skew 
academic scores, such as classroom behav-
ior, attendance, participation, or extra credit 
that is unrelated to the course standards.

Students also will be given multiple 
opportunities to demonstrate that they 
have met a learning standard. Those who 
do poorly on a test, for example, will be 
encouraged to retake the exam to demon-
strate a higher level of learning.
 
“The goal is to have students understand 
the material and be successful,” said 
Chrys Sweeting, assistant superintendent 
of student programs, curriculum, and 
assessment. “We support them by giving 
opportunities to relearn the material and 
retake the test without being penalized. 
It’s all about the learning.”

Giving students zeros for missing, late, 
or incomplete work also will be phased 
out, she said. Rather, teachers will be 
encouraged to work with students and 
their parents to address behaviors without 
lowering the grade.

“Zeros can drive down a student’s overall 
course grade and lead to discouragement 
and frustration,” Sweeting said. “We will 
continue to hold our students accountable 
for late work while at the same time giv-
ing them the encouragement and support 
they need to meet learning standards.”

Students also should be graded individu-
ally, rather than collectively, on group 

projects to show they have achieved a 
specifi c learning standard, Sweeting said.

The new standards-based grading sys-
tem also does away with grading on the 
curve, in which letter grades are deter-
mined based on the class performance as 
a whole. Rather, students will be assessed 
individually on their progress toward 
meeting the learning standards.

Separating behavior
from academics

Skills and behaviors that promote learning 
and employability, such as effort, attendance, 
and participation, will be scored separate-
ly from the academic grade and be clearly 
identifi ed on the student’s report card.

Behavior is already reported separately at 
the elementary school level, which moved 
to a standards-based grading system in 
2003. Elementary students, for example, 
receive an O for outstanding, S for satis-
factory, or N for needs improvement in 
the “Behaviors That Promote Learning” 
section of the report card.

Common grading scale

Unlike elementary schools, which 
switched eight years ago from issuing 
letter grades to a 1-4 number assessment, 
junior high and high school students will 
continue to earn letter grades on their 
report cards and high school transcripts.

Junior high and high school teachers across 
the district are being asked this fall to ad-
here to the district’s common grading scale, 
which identifi es cut-off points between 
letter grades based on percentage points 
earned on a test or other assessment.

By using the same secondary grading 
scale, all junior high and high school 
students districtwide will earn an A for 94-

100 percent; an A- for 90 to 93 percent, 
and so on, providing more consistency in 
grading across the district, Sweeting said.
Students with special needs will have 
grading procedures applied within the 
guidelines pertaining to their educational 
plans, she said.

Secondary Grading 
Practices Committee

The newest revisions to the district’s 
grading policy are the result of recom-
mendations from the Secondary Grading 
Practices Committee — one of fi ve study 
committees commissioned last fall by 
Superintendent Tony Apostle.
 
The committee, made up of community 
members, teachers, school principals, and 
a student graduate, surveyed teachers and 
administrators about grading and assess-
ment practices in the Puyallup School 
District, researched methods in other 

school districts, and recommended policy 
changes approved by the board in June.

Because its work this past year addressed 
more than grading practices alone, the 
committee recently changed its name to the 
Secondary Assessment, Grading, and Re-
porting Practices Committee. The commit-
tee will continue to meet this school year.

School Board Vice President Pat Donovan 
thanked committee members for their hard 
work.

“I am supportive of initiatives that bring 
consistency throughout our district so it is 
fair and equitable from one school to the 
other,” Donovan said.

Director Greg Heath added, “I really 
appreciate the focus on standards-based 
grading. To have students really know the 
subject matter — isn’t that the ultimate 
goal?”

Secondary grading
continued from page 1

Edgemont Junior High student David Lee concentrates on a test 
question during an exam given last spring.
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The feeling can best be described as 
“magical.”

Seconds before she was to begin perform-
ing, 18-year-old Kelly Marsh glanced out 
over the nearly sold-out 1,200-seat music 
hall in the renowned John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts in Wash-
ington D.C.

“It really hit me,” she said. “It was 
incredible to look out and see how many 
people came to hear our music. It was 
magical.”

Marsh, who graduated from Rogers High 
School in June, is one of an elite group of 
16 violinists from throughout the country 
who performed earlier this summer in 
the 2011 All-National Honor Orchestra 
Ensemble.

of Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony.

“He has conducted around 
the world and was abso-
lutely amazing,” Marsh 
said.

The evening also featured 
performances by an All-
National Honor Choir and 
All-National Honor Band 
ensemble, both comprised 
of accomplished student 
musicians from through-
out the country.

The Kennedy Center, 
located on 17 acres 
overlooking the Potomac 
River, is a memorial 
to President John F. 
Kennedy.

In addition to the three 
rehearsal days leading up 
to The Kennedy Cen-
ter performance, event 
organizers scheduled sev-
eral sightseeing trips for 
student musicians from all 
three honor groups.

Marsh toured the Smithsonian muse-
ums, walked through Arlington National 
Cemetery, visited several monuments and 
memorials, and watched the U.S. Army 
Band perform on the steps of the nation’s 
Capitol.

Performing on the national stage is the 
latest in a long line of musical accomplish-
ments for Marsh, who has been playing 
violin since age three. 

Marsh was selected as the Rogers High 
School Concert Mistress — the leader of 
the fi rst-violin section of the orchestra 
— during each of her three years at Rog-
ers High.

She also was named concert mistress last 
year for the school’s “Phantom of the Op-
era” musical production, as well as in her 
sophomore year for “Into the Woods.”

She has been a member of the Tacoma 
Youth Symphony since fi fth grade and won 
a solo competition earlier last year to play 
a concerto with the organization’s Tacoma 
Young Artists Orchestra.

Teen performs in All-National Orchestra

Marsh has participated in either All-State 
or All-Northwest orchestras since ninth 
grade, and she represented the region 
this past school year at the state solo and 
ensemble contest. She competed both as 
a violin soloist and in a duet with Tony 
Stedge, a senior this year at Rogers High, 
earning superior ratings in both perfor-
mances.

Marsh has taught private violin lessons 
since she was 14 years old.  Her mother, 
Rhonda, who introduced her daughter to 
the instrument, teaches violin privately 
and at the University of Puget Sound.

This fall, Marsh will begin her fi rst year of 
college on a two-year music scholarship at 
Central Washington University. She plans 
to double-major in music education and 
violin performance.

“Being selected to perform in the All-Na-
tional Orchestra was truly a life-changing 
experience,” she said.

Students in grades nine through 12 and 
their families are invited to attend a 
post-high school planning night from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Monday, Septem-
ber 26 at Emerald Ridge High School.

Representatives from colleges and uni-
versities in Washington and from out of 
state will be on hand to present informa-
tion and answer questions.

A college fair for students in grades nine 
through 12 will also be offered from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sunday, Septem-
ber 25 at the Puyallup Fair Pavilion.

During college fairs, students can learn 
about topics such as curriculum require-
ments, campus life, student activities, 
athletics, admission requirements, and 
fi nancial aid.

College fairs open to 
students and families

The Puyallup School District Commu-
nications department has won several 
awards for outstanding communica-
tions, including a national Award of 
Excellence.

The National School Public Relations 
Association awarded an Award of Ex-
cellence in writing — one of only two 
given out across the country — to Com-
munications Specialist Susan Gifford 
for an article about homeless students.

The Washington School Public Rela-
tions Association (WSPRA) also recog-
nized Gifford with an Award of Excel-
lence for her article, “Homelessness: 
Schools Give Students Consistency 
Amid Uncertainty.”

Other communication awards pre-
sented during WSPRA’s annual meeting 
include:
• Award of Merit for the district 

website. The webmaster is consultant 
Teresa Stover, of Stover Writing 
Services. Stover is a technical writer 
who has authored 14 books and 
worked with the district since 2004.

• Award of Merit for the district’s 
external print Connections 
newsletter. Gifford is editor of the 
publication, which is coordinated by 
Karen Hansen, executive director of 
communications.

• Award of Excellence in photography 
for a photo by Gifford of an Emerald 
Ridge High student clearing a track 
hurdle. The photo received a perfect 
score.

Several outside consultants shared in 
the awards, including Production As-
sistant Dale Carrington, of Carrington, 
Ink!, and the Puget Sound Educational 
Service District.

Communications 
department wins 
state, national awards

High school seniors in Puyallup School 
District’s Class of 2011 received more 
than $9 million in scholarships.

The scholarships include those awarded 
by local, outside, and military sources 
to students at Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, 
Rogers, and Walker high schools.

Educators at each of the four high 
schools recognized the scholarship win-
ners during end-of-the-year scholarship 
teas or award ceremonies. 

$9 million awarded 
in 2011 scholarships

Pair of volunteers win leadership award

She is the fi rst Rogers High string musi-
cian to receive the honor, said her orches-
tra teacher, Mark Jasinski.

The 62-member orchestra performed at 
The Kennedy Center during The National 
Association for Music Education’s Music 
Education Week.

Marsh was selected based on an audition 
tape that featured her playing scales and 
music exercises, as well as a solo.

New York Youth Symphony Director 
Ryan McAdams served as the guest 
orchestra conductor this year and led 
students in their 50-minute performance 

They have volunteered countless hours 
with their children’s school PTAs, includ-
ing serving as offi cers and board mem-
bers. They have also held board positions 
on the districtwide Puyallup PTA Coun-
cil, served on numerous district commit-
tees, and been active in their community.

The Washington Association of School 

Administrators (WASA) recognized Julie 
Curran’s and Shari Owen’s efforts by 
awarding them with a 2011 Community 
Leadership Award.

The Puyallup School Board recognized 
Curann and Owen during a June meeting. 

The award is presented to community 
members or groups in recogni-
tion of outstanding contributions 
toward education. Specifi c crite-
ria includes benefi t to students, 
leadership, motivation, success, 
cooperation/coordination with a 
local district, recognition by oth-
ers, and history of service.

Curran, a mother of three 
children in the Puyallup School 
District, has been president of 
the Hunt Elementary PTA and 
received the school’s Golden 
Acorn award last year.

She served the past two years 
as the Puyallup PTA Council 
secretary, is the Council’s 
legislative representative for 
the 2011-12 school year, and is 
beginning her second year as a 

Washington State PTA Region 5 Service 
Specialist. 

Curran has also served on the school dis-
trict’s Strategic Visioning Team, District 
Improvement Committee, and Citizens 
Committee for Education in the 2010 
School Programs and Operations Replace-
ment Levy election.

Owen, a mother of three children in the 
district, has been treasurer the past two 
years on the Puyallup PTA Council. She 
served two years before that as treasurer 
of the Zeiger Elementary PTA and was 
honored in 2009 with the school’s Out-
standing Advocate Award.

She has also volunteered to serve on 
several district committees, including the 
Grade Level Confi guration Committee, 
English Language Learners Study Group, 
and Safety Advisory Committee.

Owen is a former Puyallup School District 
teacher, working between 1993 and 2001 
with students with special needs at Hunt, 
Pope, and Woodland elementary schools.
In the community, Owen is involved with 
her daughters’ Girl Scout troops and her 
son’s Cub Scout pack activities.

Julie Curran (left) and Shari Owen, winners 
of the 2011 Community Leadership 
Award.

photos courtesy of Rhonda Marsh

Rogers High 2011 graduate Kelly Marsh stands 
in front of The John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, where she performed in June. 
(Photo on left): Marsh performs a  solo earlier last 
year with the Tacoma Young Artists Orchestra.
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More than 100 students, teachers, family members, and friends fi lled the Karshner Museum in 
late May for the annual Dan Vesey Art Exhibit artist reception and awards program. The event 
recognized student artists in kindergarten through grade 12. The four winning art pieces shown 
here are on permanent display at the school district’s Education Service Center, 302 Second 
St. S.E., Puyallup. Other Dan Vesey student artwork is displayed on the third and fourth fl oors 
of Puyallup City Hall through mid-September. Woodland Elementary student artwork featuring 
Rosa Parks and Harriet Tubman will be displayed at City Hall from mid-September through 
October.

Winning Dan Vesey artwork on display in community

First place, 3-D
Tasha Waddell
Rogers High
Grade 12, 2010-11

First place, 2-D
Skyler Crady
Puyallup High
Grade 12, 2010-11

Superintendent’s Choice
Iris Woo
Puyallup High
Grade 12, 2010-11

First place, Photography
Justin McAulay
Rogers High
Grade 12, 2010-11

Students celebrate diversity at culture fairs
From Fiji and Tonga to Mexico and the 
United States, students celebrated diver-
sity at cultural fairs held in May and June 
at several elementary schools.

Photos (clockwise from top 
right): Wildwood Elementary 
students (from left) Gabriellah 
Howell-Johnson, Evelyn Ramos, 
and Katie Hathaway pass hats 
to music during the school’s 
Latino Day celebration; first 
grader Luke Cerio strings a bead 
necklace during Pope Elementary 
School’s Native American Cultural 
Celebration; Pope Elementary 
students painted animals native 
to the Northwest Coast on Alder 
wood rounds; and students 
perform the hula during Edgerton 
Elementary School’s Polynesian 
Cultural Festival.

Sign up for district’s 
Facebook and Twitter
Nearly 4,000 people are following up-
to-the-minute news and information on 
the Puyallup School District’s Facebook 
and Twitter social media sites.

Since starting the sites nearly two years 
ago, more than 3,350 fans have signed 
up for the district’s Facebook site and 
nearly 600 people are following the 
district news on Twitter.

Those who join the sites receive the fi rst 
notice of school delays or cancellations. 
They are also the fi rst to receive break-
ing news and other announcements.

In addition, the sites feature student 
artwork posted each week to the Stu-
dent Gallery on the district website, as 
well as photos and feature articles about 
school programs, events, and accom-
plishments among students and staff.

To follow the district on Facebook and 
Twitter, go to the school district website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the 
bottom of the Home page, click the 
Facebook and Twitter links.

Karshner and Stewart 
receive Title I awards
Karshner and Stewart elementary 
schools have each received a $5,515 
cash award and recognition from the 
state for their efforts in increasing stu-
dent achievement.

The two schools are among more than 
50 recognized across the state based 
on their students’ performance in math 
and reading on state assessments from 
2007-2010.
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Aerial photos above show a majority of the expansive 55 square miles that make up the Puyallup School District. The district stretches from 
the south (see top of photo on left) just beyond Emerald Ridge High School, north to the South Hill Mall. It continues north (see top of photo 
on right) from the Highway 512 freeway interchange through downtown Puyallup and into Edgewood on North Hill. District boundaries also 
extend several miles further east and west than is pictured above.

As a student growing up on South Hill, 
Josh Gross is familiar with the neighbor-
hood schools where he and his friends 
have attended or played.

The 17-year-old was in for a surprise, 
however, when he learned this summer 
that the Puyallup School District encom-
passes an expansive 55 square miles and 
includes 32 schools serving more than 
21,500 students.

“I had no idea it was this big,” said Gross, 
a senior and this year’s Associated Student 
Body President at Emerald Ridge High 
School.

This month, the teen will see fi rsthand the 
schools that make up the ninth largest school 

district in the state.

As co-chair of the Citi-
zens Facilities Advisory 
Committee (CFAC), 
Gross and nearly two 
dozen others have been 
invited to take a bus tour 
from the north to the 
sound end of the district.

The school board com-
missioned the CFAC in May to identify 
the most pressing facilities and technology 
needs over the next 12 years.

CFAC members include high school 
students, parents, community members, 
and educators. Gross chairs the committee 
with Rogers High senior Brandi Greene.

The committee plans to meet weekly 
over the next four months and prepare a 
draft report of its recommendations to the 
school board by early December.

9-12 middle school concept.
• Remodel/replacement: Identify and 

recommend what school and support 
facilities will need to be modernized 
and/or replaced.

• Life cycle improvements: Determine 
what improvements will be necessary 
prior to the complete remodeling or 
replacement of district buildings or 
sites.

• Properties: Based on projected student 
enrollment and current inventory 
data, identify and recommend what 
properties will need to be surplused or 
purchased.

• Housing: Examine facilities 
issues relevant to potential school 
consolidations driven by educational 
program needs and resources, and 
develop an alternative facilities plan.

The committee’s recommendations 
regarding facilities needs over the next 12 
years will serve as a foundation for when 
the district seeks voter approval of school 
bonds and levies, Fyles said.

Since its fi rst meeting in June, members 
have reviewed CFAC reports from previ-
ous years, including the latest in 2006. 

They have also reviewed and discussed 
enrollment growth projections and demo-
graphics, as well as learned about con-
struction projects proposed in the failed 
2007 and 2009 bond elections.

During its initial meeting in June, CFAC 
members were asked to share their per-

changed, all of which require a renewed 
look at facilities needs through 2024, said 

Rudy Fyles, executive 
director of education 
support and opera-
tions.

“Neither the 2007 
nor the 2009 bond 
measures passed, and 
the backlog of work 
has created a pent-up 
demand with respect 
to facilities needs in 

the district,” Fyles said.

Additionally, he said school district op-
erating budgets have steadily decreased, 
the country has experienced an economic 
depression, federal and state requirements 
have changed regarding education reform, 
the poverty level of district students has 
risen, the diversity of Puyallup’s student 
population has increased, and the idea of 
changing the district’s grade confi guration 
is under review.

Recognizing these changes, CFAC mem-
bers will consider:
• New construction: Identify and 

recommend what new schools, 
grounds, and support facilities will 
need to be constructed based on 
projected student enrollment growth.

• Program improvements: Identify 
what additions or improvements to 
buildings and grounds are needed 
to support educational program 
needs today and into the future. Two 
reports will be generated — one 
based on the district’s existing K-6, 
7-9, and 10-12 grade confi guration, 
and another based on a K-5, 6-8, and 

Committee looks at school facility needs through 2024 

sonal goals in serving on the committee. 
Responses ranged from assuring there is 
good growth planning to keeping students 
current in technology skills.

Several members also expressed interest in 
staying informed on the progress of a com-
mittee formed last fall to explore a K-5, 6-8, 
and 9-12 grade level confi guration.

Three of the CFAC members also serve on 
the Grade Level Confi guration Committee 
facilities subcommittee.

It has been fi ve years since the last time 
a CFAC met to review facilities needs 
across the district. The committee’s fi nal 
report in 2006 set the foundation for needs 
addressed in the district’s 2007 and 2009 
school bond measures.
 
Since that time, a number of factors have 

“Neither the 2007 nor the 2009 
bond measures passed, and the 
backlog of work has created a 
pent-up demand with respect to 
facilities needs in the district.”

Fast Facts
Puyallup School District

 55 square miles

 32 schools

 21,500-plus students

 Ninth largest enrollment
 among school districts
 in Washington state
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Emerald Ridge High graduate soars as Air Force pilot

            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of 
Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ 
travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

The next time a C-17 military transport 
plane fl ies overhead, Emerald Ridge High 
graduate Diana Dillard could be behind 
the controls.

In November, the 2004 graduate will com-
plete her fi rst year as a C-17 pilot at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord. 

As a fi rst lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force, 
Dillard has spent the past year fl ying around 
the world as the co-pilot on military mis-
sions. The fl ights carry cargo, paratroop-
ers, ground personnel, and other support 
to destinations such as Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Germany, Oman, and Qatar.

In combat zones, she has learned to fl y 
into hostile areas at high altitudes, and 
then quickly descend for a landing.

She also has provided support to U.S. 
presidential trips abroad, fl ying secret ser-
vice personnel, vehicles, or other cargo.

When not fl ying, Dillard schedules fl ights 
for the rest of 8th Airlift Squadron and 
makes sure they are current with their 
ground training, fl ight simulation training, 
and other requirements so they can fl y on 
a moment’s notice.

Dillard is one of six female pilots among 
81 in the squadron. She discovered her 
passion for fl ying as a student in the 
aviation program at Emerald Ridge High 
School.

As an incoming tenth grader and unsure 
of her career path, the teen registered for 

an Introduction to Flight class. During 
the course, she signed up to fl y a Cessna 
airplane operated out of a fl ight school at 
Pierce County Airport in Puyallup.
 
After she touched down on the runway, 
her interest in aviation soared.

“Nothing else ever interested me like this 
did,” she said. “I knew right then that I 
wanted to fl y.”

Dillard immediately joined the school’s 
Aviation Club. She also participated in the 
American Sign Language (ASL) Club and 
competed on the school’s soccer and swim 
and dive teams.

She applied for and was the only Emerald 
Ridge High senior to receive a four-year 
ROTC scholarship, which paid 80 percent 
of her college tuition.

Dillard attended Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University in Arizona and graduated in 
2008 with a bachelor’s degree in Aero-
nautical Science and a minor in defense 
studies.

She was immediately accepted into the 
rigorous Air Force pilot training program 
based on her high grade point average 
in college, as well as her performance in 
ROTC, on physical fi tness tests, and in 
extracurricular activities, she said.

“I almost cried when I found out I was 
accepted,” she said.

Dillard entered active duty in October 

2008, spent the fi rst few months in an 
Introduction to the Air Force course, and 
then headed to Oklahoma for two years of 
pilot training.

In spring 2006, she took her fi rst solo 
fl ight on a Beechcraft T-6 Texan II 
airplane — a single-engine turboprop 
aircraft. Since then she has been trained 
to fl y the T-1 Jayhawk and C-17 military 
transport planes.

The C-17 is the second largest Air Force 

plane with a 169-foot wing span. The 
plane is 174 feet long and weighs 585,000 
pounds.

“It doesn’t feel like it’s that big when you 
are taking off,” she said.

The math she learned at Hunt Elementary, 
Ballou Junior High, and Emerald Ridge 
High schools has been critical to her 
on-the-job success, she said. Calculations 

continued on page 9

Diana Dillard prepares to fl y her fi rst solo fl ight behind the controls 
of a U.S. Air Force Beechcraft T-6 Texan II airplane.

photo courtesy of Diana Dillard

Students compete in annual track meets
More than 1,500 students participated last 
spring in the school district’s 42nd annual 
Elementary District Track Meet and 22nd 
annual Special Spring Track Meet.

Family, community members, and dis-
trict staff cheered on the student athletes 
during both events at Sparks Stadium.

Photos (counterclockwise from 
left): Ridgecrest Elementary 
student Kobee Henson leaves 
the starting line followed by 
Brouillet Elementary student Zak 
Gommi, Wildwood Elementary 
student Zully Avelino competes 
in the long jump, and Brouillet 
Elementary student Hayden 
Shulte participates in the softball 
toss.

Highly capable students in grades three 
through six are served through the 
QUEST regional elementary program 
located at eight host schools throughout 
the district.

September 15 is the next deadline to 
submit an application to be tested for 
the QUEST program.

Applications are accepted four times 
each year, with additional due dates 
scheduled on January 15, May 15, and 
August 15.

Testing will take place shortly after each 
application deadline, and families are 
notifi ed, usually by mail, of their testing 
appointment.

QUEST offers specialized instruction 
and curriculum designed to promote 
higher-level thinking and to provide 
a variety of learning experiences to 
challenge highly capable students in a 
full-time classroom environment.

The program is offered to students dis-
trictwide at eight host sites: Brouillet, 
Maplewood, Northwood, Pope, Shaw 
Road, Stewart, Sunrise, and Zeiger 
elementary schools.

For more information and to download 
an application to fi ll out and mail, visit 
the QUEST website at http://schools.
puyallup.k12.wa.us/programs/quest/
questindex.htm.

QUEST testing 
applications due 
September 15
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High school athletes clinch league titles
Spring sports wrap-up

are critical in Air Force operations, she 
said.

She credits high school teacher Jeff 
Coleman for the aviation skills she 
learned in classes such as Physics of 
Flight, Aircraft Systems, Computer-
Aided Design, and 
Introduction to 
Flight.

“He loves what he 
does and inspires 
students to feel the 
same,” she said.

Coleman remembers 
Dillard as a student 
who was intelligent, 
had a strong work ethic, and mentored 
fellow students.

“Diana is extremely focused and goal-
oriented,” Coleman said. “I never had a 
doubt she would become an Air Force 
pilot.”

Coleman took his aviation students to 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord last spring 
and made a special request to have Dil-
lard host the tour.

The Emerald Ridge alumna and several 
of her co-workers showed students the 
fl ight line, encouraged them to take off 
and land an airplane in a fl ight simula-
tor, led them through the air traffi c con-
trol tower, and gave them an overview 
and up-close look at the C-17.

The 25-year-old Graham resident has 
her sights set on eventually becoming 
a fl ight instructor. She is working on 
her master’s degree in psychology and 
hopes to fi nish by December 2013.

Her supervisor, Operations Flight Com-
mander Capt. Omar Moreno, describes 
Dillard as a valuable asset to the 
squadron.

He said the Emerald Ridge High gradu-
ate exemplifi es what it means to be an 
Air Force offi cer.

“We have a term: ‘fi re and forget.’ I 
can tell her to do something and forget 
about it because I know it will get 
done,” he said. “She is dedicated, self-
motivated, and has lots of energy on 
missions. We can be awake sometimes 
for long hours, and her great personality 
and energy help the crew stay positive.”

continued from page 8

Graduate profi le

High school student athletes won four 
league championships, and fi ve staff 
members received Coach of the Year 
honors, during the spring sports and 
activities season.

The Puyallup High School baseball team, 
coached by Marc Wiese, celebrated its 
fourth consecutive South Puget Sound 
League (SPSL) South Division champi-
onship.

The Vikings ended the season with a 14-2 
record and a combined 57-7 league record 
for the past four years.

“To win the league four years in a row 
is a notable accomplishment,” said Rick 
Wells, director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness. “Such achievement is indicative 
of hard work and dedication, not only by 
the student athletes but also their coach-
ing staff.”

The team went on to place second in the 
West Central District and tied for ninth 
place at the state baseball tournament.

Rogers High School baseball players 
also dominated the fi eld this year, win-
ning both the SPSL and the West Central 
District playoff games.

Other notable spring athletic season high-
lights include:
• The Puyallup High girls track and fi eld 

team, coached by Ken Fleisch, clinched 
the SPSL South Division league 
championship with an undefeated 5-0 
record. Five of the student athletes 
and two relay teams were added to the 
school’s top 10 all-time records board. 
The team also won the spring SPSL 
Sportsmanship Award. The award is 
voted on by administrators and coaches 
from schools throughout the league’s 
South Division. The Rogers High girls 
track and fi eld team placed second in 
the league.

• The Rogers High girls tennis team, 
coached by Nathan Whitley, won 
the SPSL South Division league 
championship. Emerald Ridge High 
School’s girls tennis team took second 
place in the league.

• The Rogers High boys track and fi eld 
team, coached by Dan Carlson, also 

clinched the SPSL South Division 
league championship. The team 
placed third in the West Central 
District and fi nished ninth at the state 
meet.

• The Puyallup High School girls water 
polo team, coached by Todd Fletcher, 
took second place in the South Sound 
League West Division with an 8-2 
record. The Vikings qualifi ed for the 
state tournament for the third time 
in the past four years and fi nished in 
eighth place.

• The Emerald Ridge High School boys 
soccer team took second place in the 
SPSL South Division with a 12-1-3 
record.

• The Rogers High girls fastpitch team 
won second place in the West Central 
District tournament and participated 
at the state tournament. Puyallup High 
School’s girls fastpitch team took 
second place in the SPSL league with a 
13-3 season record.

Student athletes from all three high 
schools also excelled individually at state 
tournaments, winning medals in track and 
fi eld, golf, and tennis.

Their names, as well as other team accom-
plishments, are included in a spring sports 
wrap-up on the district website.
 
Numerous high school students and alumni 
also participated in the 2011 Washington 
Special Olympics Summer Games held 
in June at Joint Base Lewis-McChord. To 
view results of the state meet, visit 
www.specialolympicswashington.org.

The following coaches were selected by 
their peers across the league as a Coach of 
the Year in their respective sports: 
• Dan Carlson, Rogers High: SPSL 

South Division Boys Track and Field 
Coach of the Year.

• Ken Fleisch, Puyallup High: SPSL 
South Division Girls Track and Field 
Coach of the Year.

• Todd Fletcher, Puyallup High: South 
Sound Girls Water Polo Coach of the 
Year.

• Nathan Whitley, Rogers High: SPSL 
South Division Girls Tennis Coach of 
the Year.

• Marc Wiese, Puyallup High: SPSL 
South Division Baseball Coach of the 
Year.

photo courtesy of Drica Hegland

Puyallup High School baseball player Tyler McDowell makes a tag 
during a season in which the team celebrated its fourth consecutive 
South Puget Sound League South Division championship.

Nearly 99 percent of seniors in the 
Class of 2011 met or exceeded state 
standards in reading and writing on the 
High School Profi ciency Exam (HSPE), 
according to preliminary test scores 
released this summer.

Puyallup School District tenth graders 
also showed improvement in science on 
the exam taken last spring, said Nancy 
Arnold, director of assessment and ac-
countability.

This past spring marked the fi rst time 
high school students across the state 
took end-of-course exams in math (Al-
gebra 1 or Geometry). Those test results 
are expected later this month.

More information about HSPE test 
scores, as well as how students in 
grades three through eight fared on 
the Measurement of Student Progress 
(MSP) test, will be published on the 
district website and recapped in No-
vember Connections.

Students fare well on 
HSPE state examAn estimated 4,300 children received nu-

tritious brown bag lunches for six weeks 
during summer as part of a Puyallup 
School District summer feeding program.

Thousands served in summer lunch program

Summer feeding cook manager Gwen Rinkel hands out free brown 
bag lunches to children gathered on the playground at Stewart 
Elementary School. 

Food and Nutrition Services staff distrib-
uted lunches to anyone 18 years old or 
younger at Firgrove, Karshner, Spinning, 
Stewart, Sunrise, and Wildwood elemen-

tary schools.

A different meal was served on each of the 
fi ve weekdays, featuring items such as a 
sandwich, fresh fruit and vegetable, snack, 
and carton of milk. 

The six schools qualifi ed for the sum-
mer feeding program because they had 
50 percent or more of their students who 
qualifi ed for free or reduced-price lunches 
during the 2010-11 school year, said Judy 
Jackson, director of nutritional services 
and logistics support.

District staff prepared the brown bag 
lunches at the district’s central kitchen, 
kept them in a refrigerated unit on a Lo-
gistics Support Center delivery truck, and 
transported them to the six feeding sites.

The district agreed to host the summer 
food program for children due to the in-
crease in recent years of students eligible 
for free and reduced-price lunches.

 “We are keeping this as basic as possible 
to reach the most kids we can in the high-
est need areas,” Jackson said.

Diana Dillard
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Meet the school district’s newly appointed leadership
The following are newly appointed leadership positions
for the 2011-12 school year. Other leadership posts an-
nounced after this issue of Connections went to press will
be featured on the district website when information is
available. The appointments will also be included in the
November issue of Connections.

Business Offi ce
Director of Payroll

Name:  Sandra Chittenden
Former Position: Director of Payroll/
Temporary
Past Positions: Chittenden came to 
the district in 2009 and has served 
in a temporary position as director 
of payroll. She served as the director 

of fi nance in the Sumner School District from 2008-09. 
Prior to that, she worked 12 years as an accountant for 
the Sumner School District.
Degree: Associate’s degree from Pierce College.

Rogers High School
Principal

Name:  John Bustad
Former Position: Principal at Edge-
mont Junior High School
Past Positions: Bustad became 
principal at Edgemont Junior High in 
2008. He was co-principal at Rogers 
High from 1998-2002. His previous 
positions include principal at Ballou and Kalles junior 
high schools, assistant principal at Ballou Junior High, 
and assistant principal at Rogers High School. He began 
his career in Puyallup in 1969 as a social studies teacher 
at Rogers High School.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Pacifi c 
Lutheran University.

Rogers High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Lori Hadley
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Puyallup High School
Past Positions: Hadley has been an 
assistant principal at Puyallup High 
School since 2007. Prior to that, 
she served as a director of student 

learning for the district and a building learning specialist 
and teacher at Aylen Junior High. She also served as an 
administrative assistant at Aylen Junior High from 1999-
2001.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from the University of Wash-
ington and master’s degree from Central Washington 
University.

Rogers High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Guy Kovacs
Former Position: Principal at Edger-
ton Elementary School
Past Positions: Kovacs has served as 
principal of Edgerton, Firgrove, and 
Waller Road elementary schools. He 
began his career with the Puyallup 
School District at Wildwood Elementary in 1990. Since 
then he taught in China for two years and spent six years 
teaching at Kalles Junior High. He has also served as an 
assistant principal, administrative assistant/intern, and a 
curriculum specialist.  
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran Uni-
versity and master’s degree from City University.

Rogers High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Willie Stewart, Jr.
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Ballou Junior High School
Past Positions: Stewart has served as 
assistant principal of Ballou Junior 
High since coming to Puyallup in 
2008. He joined Puyallup after work-

ing for the Clover Park School District from 1989-2008, 
where he most recently served as administrative assistant 
at Lakes High School.
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Boise State University 
and master’s degree from Gonzaga University.

Puyallup High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Char Krause
Former Position: Principal at Fir-
grove Elementary School
Past Positions: Krause has been 
principal since 2008 at Firgrove 
Elementary, where she began her 
teaching career in 1999 and later 
served as assistant principal. She has also served as an 
interim assistant principal at Pope Elementary, a build-
ing learning specialist at Brouillet, Riverside, and Waller 
Road elementary schools, and a teacher at Waller Road 
Elementary. 
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State Uni-
versity and master’s degree from the University of Puget 
Sound.

Puyallup High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Jack Widmann
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Kalles Junior High School
Past Positions: Widmann began his 
teaching career in Puyallup in 2000, 
teaching at Ferrucci and Ballou junior 
high schools. A year later, he trans-

ferred to Spinning Elementary, where he taught fi fth and 
sixth grade for one year before returning to teach at Bal-
lou Junior High. He became assistant principal at Kalles 
Junior High in 2006 and has also helped coach junior 
high track, basketball, and football. 
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Lesley University.

Edgemont Junior High School
Principal

Name: Eric Hogan
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Puyallup High School
Past Positions: Hogan has served as 
an assistant principal at Puyallup High 
School since 2008. He came to Puyal-
lup in 2007 as an assistant principal 
at Ballou Junior High. Before that, he served as principal 
at Franklin Pierce High School and principal and as-
sistant principal with the Bremerton School District. He 
also served two years as a principal intern and dean of 
students with the Franklin Pierce School District.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State Uni-
versity and master’s degree from City University.

Stahl Junior High School
Principal

Name: Troy Hodge
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Emerald Ridge High School
Past Positions: Hodge has been an 
assistant principal at Emerald Ridge 
High School since 2005.  Prior to 
that, he was a teacher and a wrestling 

coach at Stahl Junior High and an assistant football coach 
at Emerald Ridge High School.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington 
University and master’s degree from City University.

Ballou Junior High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Brian Fosnick
Former Position: Teacher and Ad-
ministrative Intern at Glacier View 
Junior High School
Past Positions: Fosnick has been a 
language arts teacher and an assistant 
coach for boys and girls basketball 

at Glacier View Junior High School since 2008. He also 
served as an administrative intern at Glacier View during 
the 2010-11 school year. Prior to that, he taught English 
for six years at Stahl Junior High School.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State 
University and master’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University.

Ferrucci Junior High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Michael Kraft
Former Position: Teacher at Edger-
ton Elementary School
Past Positions: Kraft began his career 
with the Puyallup School District in 
2003. He has taught at Pope and Edg-
erton elementary schools. He served 
as summer school principal in 2007 and has worked as 
a substitute assistant principal at Sunrise, Fruitland, and 
Woodland elementary schools.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University.

Kalles Junior High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Rick Cox
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Rogers High School
Past  Positions: Cox became an assis-
tant principal at Rogers High School 
in 2006. From 2004-2006, he served 
as an assistant principal at Puyallup 
High School. His past experience 

includes working as an assistant principal in the Highline 
School District, a dean of students for the Franklin Pierce 
School District, and a teacher in the Clover Park School 
District.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University.

Edgerton Elementary School
Principal

Name: Liz Knox
Former Position: Principal at Maple-
wood Elementary School
Past Positions:  Knox has been 
principal at Maplewood Elementary 
since 2005. She also served as a build-
ing learning specialist at Spinning 
Elementary for three years. Prior to coming to Puyallup 
in 2002, she served as a teacher, assistant principal, and 
principal in the Auburn School District. She also taught 
at the American School in Japan, the Pullman School 
District, and the Moscow Community School in Idaho.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from The Evergreen State 
College and master’s degree from Washington State 
University.

Firgrove Elementary School
Principal

Name: Lisa Russell-Nolan
Former Position: Principal at North-
wood Elementary School
Past Positions: Russell-Nolan came 
to the Puyallup School District in 
2005 as principal at Northwood 
Elementary. Prior to that she worked 
for the Tacoma School District where 

she served as an assistant principal, principal intern, fi rst-
grade teacher, reading facilitator, and Title I teacher.
Degrees:  Bachelor’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran Uni-
versity and master’s degree from Lesley University.

continued on page 11

Emerald Ridge High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Steve Leifsen
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Ferrucci Junior High School
Past Positions: Leifsen has served as 
assistant principal at Ferrucci Junior 
High since 2006. Before that, he 
served two years as an assistant prin-

cipal at Fruitland and Woodland elementary schools and 
also worked as a sixth-grade teacher, special education 
teacher, and an administrative intern at Pope Elementary.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Pacifi c 
Lutheran University.
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Northwood Elementary School
Principal

Name:  Melanie Helle
Former Position: Principal at Stahl 
Junior High School
Past Positions: Helle came to Stahl 
Junior High in 2005 where she served 
as a principal and an assistant prin-
cipal. Her previous positions include 
serving as a building learning specialist at Northwood 
and Mountain View elementary schools and a teacher at 
Firgrove and Waller Road elementary schools.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran Uni-
versity and master’s degree from Grand Canyon Univer-
sity.

Hunt Elementary School
Assistant Principal

Name: Lisa Rowan
Former Position: Administrative 
Intern at Edgerton Elementary and 
Learning Assistance Program (LAP) 
Teacher at Edgerton and Brouillet 
elementary schools
Past Positions: Rowan served as a Ti-

tle I Teacher and AmeriCorps Site Supervisor at Firgrove 
Elementary from 2006-07. Before that, she worked six 
years as an elementary school teacher with Chief Leschi 
Schools in Puyallup.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Lesley University.

Brouillet/Zeiger
Elementary Schools
Assistant Principal

Name: Abigail Chandler
Former Position: Director of Early 
Childhood Education at Chief Les-
chi Schools in Puyallup
Past Positions: Chandler served as 
Lead Instructional Coach for kin-
dergarten through grade six at Chief Leschi Schools from 
2004 through 2011. Before that, she worked as a second-
grade teacher and a lead kindergarten teacher at Chief 
Leschi Schools, where she started her teaching career in 
1994. This past year she served on the Puyallup School 
District’s Vision 2020 strategic visioning team.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran Uni-
versity and master’s degree from Antioch University.

New leadership
continued from page 10

Suggested changes to the school district’s core mission, 
vision, belief statements, and goals will come before the 
school board this month for review.

The board is scheduled to discuss the recommended 
changes during a study session on Thursday, August 18.

The study session begins at 9 a.m. at the Education Sup-
port Center, 302 2nd St. S.E. in downtown Puyallup. 
During a study session, the board can hear reports and 
discuss issues, but not take action.

The recommendations are the culmination of work by a 

Board to review Strategic Visioning team recommendations

Maplewood Elementary School
Principal

Name: Susan Walton
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Hunt Elementary School
Past Positions: Walton began her 
career in Puyallup in 2007 as assis-
tant principal at Zeiger Elementary 
School, before transferring to Hunt 
Elementary School in 2008. She pre-

viously taught and served as an administrative intern for 
the Yelm School District.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from the University of Wash-
ington and master’s degree from The Evergreen State 
College.

“I think that we put a lot of effort into 
answering the question of who we are and 
what we do.”

Andrea Thayer

60-plus member Strategic Visioning Committee made up 
of parents, educators, community members, and students 
from each of the district’s four high schools.

The Vision 2020 team met from January through May to 
review and update the district’s long-range strategic plan, 
which serves as a roadmap that guides the district as it 
makes decisions about student learning.

This is the third time in the past 15 years that the district 
has organized a strategic visioning committee. A team 
last met in 2003 and developed Vision 2010, which was 
adopted by the school board.

This year’s commit-
tee facilitator, Tana 
Hasart, presented 
the committee’s 
report to the board at 
its June 13 meeting.

Hasart, a local con-
sultant, invited two 
community mem-
bers who served 
on the Vision 2020 
team to share about 
the process with the 
board.

“You have members 
of the community 
who are very pas-
sionate about the 
school district and 
the students you 
serve, and that was 
very evident in 
this process,” said 
Andrea Thayer, a 

parent who served on the committee. “I think that we put 
a lot of effort into answering the question of who we are 
and what we do.” 

Thayer added that the document shows that the school 
district “is there to help educate students, help them strive 
for excellence, and prepare them for a new emerging 
world that goes beyond book learning.”

Dan McReynolds, a parent and local businessperson, 
complimented the district for assembling a vision team 
that represented a cross section of the community and for 
inviting public participation in the visioning process.

“I was very impressed that the school district is proac-
tively going out and getting input,” he said.

Hasart emphasized the time and effort that went into the 
vision team’s recommendations, especially the rewording 
of the core mission, vision, belief statements, and goals. 
“Every word in these statements was carefully consid-
ered,” she said.

Directors praised the committee for its work on the long-
range plan.

“The results just look magnifi cent, and we are so pleased 
and honored to sit down and go over this work that you 
have brought before us,” said Board President Cindy 
Poysnick.

The school board will consider adopting the committee’s 
recommendations at a future board meeting.

Parents or guardians of elementary students in grades 
four through six and of junior high students in grades 
seven through nine are invited to preview the school 
district’s approved sexual health and HIV/AIDS cur-
ricula.

The junior high preview for grades seven through nine 
will be held between 6:30 and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 21 in the Puyallup High Commons, 105 
Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.

The elementary preview for grades four through six 
will be held between 6:30 and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 28 in the Puyallup High Commons.

Parents wishing to exclude their child from the state-
required sexual health and HIV/AIDS curricula must 
preview this curricula and sign an exclusion form.

Questions or concerns may be addressed by attending 
this parent information meeting, contacting the child’s 
teacher, or contacting Rick Wells, director of athletics, 
health, and fi tness, at (253) 841-8785.

Sexual health and HIV/AIDS 
curricula previews in September

Junior high counselor wins 
Peer Support award

Karshner Museum Family Days
“Ideas, Creativity, and Inventions” is the theme for this 
year’s Family Days at the Karshner Museum. 
 
Students, parents, and community members are invited 
to attend the monthly Family Days, which begin on 
Saturday, October 1. The fi rst Family Day will focus 
on Science of Sound.

The events are held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the fi rst 
Saturday of every month, except in April when there is 
no Family Day scheduled.

Cost is $3 per person, $10 per family, or free for those 
with annual memberships to Friends of the Museum. 
Memberships are $15 per person or $25 per family, 
and forms are available at the museum.

The museum is at 309 Fourth St. N.E., adjacent to 
Stewart Elementary School in Puyallup. For more 
information, contact Museum Manager Beth Bestrom 
at (253) 841-8748.

Johnny Moore, a counselor at 
Ballou Junior High, is the 2011 
recipient of the Fifth Annual Peer 
Support Network Inspirational 
Award. 
  
Executive Director of Diversity 
Affairs Gerald Denman presented 
the award to Moore in a surprise 
announcement in front of his col-
leagues at Ballou Junior High.

Denman also recognized Moore at the June 13 Puyal-
lup School Board meeting and at the Peer Support 
Network monthly meeting.

The district’s Peer Support Network was formed nine 
years ago to provide opportunities for employees to 
share experiences and promote diversity and cultural 
competency throughout the district.
 
Moore is active on numerous committees and organi-
zations in the community, including the Professional 
Advisory Board at St. Martin’s University, Elizabeth 
Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award Committee, 
Washington Alliance of Black School Educators, and 
the Pierce County Black Collective.

Puyallup High School 2011 graduates (from left) Mercedes Johnson and 
Tyler Ottesen are all smiles as they turn their tassles signifying they 
successfully completed all of the requirements necessary to graduate.

Johnny Moore



funding for WAVE 
scholars named this year, 
winners receive a signed 
certifi cate from Gov. 
Chris Gregoire, along 
with an award letter.

Klein will attend Se-
attle Pacifi c University 
this fall and double 
major in Family and 
Consumer Sciences 
Secondary Education 
and Elementary Education.

McMullan will pursue a degree in El-
ementary Education at Central Washing-
ton University.
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Renovated high school track and fi eld set to open this month

Life-size fi berglass cow art fi nds 
home in Puyallup High Commons 

The newly renovated Emerald Ridge High track and fi eld is set to open this month, completing several months of construction. Educators, 
students, and community members from Emerald Ridge High and neighboring Glacier View Junior High and Edgerton Elementary schools 
celebrated the project with a groundbreaking ceremony in June. The improvement project includes replacing the grass football and soccer 
fi eld with artifi cial turf; adding a scoreboard, sound system, and lights; resurfacing and restriping the track; and doubling the bleacher 
capacity. High school students voted to name the fi eld Jaguar Athletic Grounds, or “The Jag” for short.

High school seniors win state and national recognition
Shortly before school let out in June, 
three students in the Class of 2011 
learned they had been selected to receive 
prestigious awards.

Rogers High School 2011 graduate Grif-
fi n Olmstead is the recipient of a $2,500 
National Merit Scholarship.

The National Merit Scholarship Cor-
poration awards scholarships annually. 
Students are selected by a committee 
of college admissions offi cers and high 
school counselors.

Olmstead maintained a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average in high school and is the 
only student in the Puyallup School Dis-

trict to receive the National Merit Scholar-
ship.

He is also one of 20 
seniors from Rogers 
High School, and 60 in 
the district, named as a 
Class of 2011 Out-
standing Senior. The 
Puyallup School Board 
honored the students 
in May.

This fall, the Rogers 
High graduate will at-
tend Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania.

Emerald Ridge High School 2011 

graduates Billiemarie Klein and Lorianne 
McMullan are winners of the Washington 
Award for Vocational Excellence (WAVE).

WAVE recognizes outstanding career 
and technical education students at high 
schools and com-
munity and technical 
colleges.

Klein and McMul-
lan were the only two 
high school students 
selected for the honor 
in the 25th Legislative 
District.

While there is no state 

Puyallup Giftmakers accepts toy 
donations in 25th anniversary year
Puyallup Giftmakers is in need of new toy 
donations for its 25th annual holiday gift 
giveaway for children in need throughout 
the school district.

Organizers, who work year-round in prep-
aration for the annual event, are seeking 
the following items from the community 
to make this year’s gift-giving a success:

• New toys for children 
from infants through 
age 14, especially baby 
dolls, Lego sets, cars and 
trucks, craft kits, sports 
balls and equipment, 
hand-held electronics, 
and action fi gures that 
transform into other 
shapes.

• Books, including those 
in English and Spanish.

• Board games, especially 
Life, Battleship, Sorry, 
Monopoly, Clue, and 
Operation.

• Stockings and stocking stuffers.

Each child is given a new toy and several 
books, and each family receives a board 
game. 

New infant clothing, diapers, and toiletries 
are also appreciated.

Items may be dropped off beginning in 
mid-November in two donation boxes 
marked for Puyallup Giftmakers — one 
at the South Hill Mall and another at Top 

Food & Drug in Puyallup.

A wooden gingerbread-style house, built 
by students in the Rogers High School 
Architecture, Construction, and Engineer-
ing (ACE) program, will be located inside 
the South Hill Mall.

A large red wooden box decorated as a 
holiday present and marked with the 
Puyallup Giftmakers logo will be located 

inside Top Food & Drug.

Donated toys are given to 
Puyallup School District 
families in need by invita-
tion only during a two-day 
gift giveaway in early 
December.

Students coordinate the toy 
drives, help hand out toys at 
the annual event, and serve 
on the Puyallup Giftmakers 
Board of Directors.

Community support as volunteers or as 
donors is essential to the program’s con-
tinued success.

If interested in volunteering, contact the 
Puyallup School District Communications 
department at (253) 841-8703.

Monetary donations are also appreciated 
since no school district money can be used 
for this project. Checks should be made 
out to the Puyallup Schools Foundation 
and sent to the Foundation at P.O. Box 55, 
Puyallup, WA 98371.

Iris Woo, a senior last year at Puyallup 
High School, was named one of 30 fi nal-
ists in the nation for colorful images she 
painted onto a life-size fi berglass cow.

Woo painted the cow as part of Safe-
way’s Sixth Annual Lucerne “The Art 
of Dairy” contest. As a fi nalist, Woo 
received $250 for art supply costs and a 
$500 savings bond.

The 125-pound sculpture stands on a 
ledge above the door connecting the high 
school Commons and the courtyard. 
Before being installed at Puyallup High, 
the 8-foot by 5-foot cow spent several 
weeks on display at Safeway on East 

Main in downtown Puyallup.

Woo, who came to Puyallup High from 
Korea two years ago, has won numerous 
art awards and plans to continue study-
ing art in college.

Lorianne
McMullanGriffi n

Olmstead

Billiemarie 
Klein


