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Five schools win 
statewide recognition
Two junior high and three elemen-
tary schools have each been named a 
“School of Distinction” for being among 
the top 5 percent of schools statewide 
that demonstrated improvement the past 
fi ve years in reading and math.

Ballou and Kalles junior high schools, 
and Fruitland, Shaw Road, and Wild-
wood elementary schools, are among 99 
Washington schools recognized.

This is the third consecutive year that 
Kalles Junior High has received the 
statewide recognition, the fourth time in 
fi ve years that Fruitland Elementary has 
won the award, and the second time that 
Wildwood has been recognized since 
the award program began in 2007.

Like last year, the Puyallup School Dis-
trict ranks second in the state this year 
for having the most schools from one 
district to receive the award.

The fi ve local schools will be honored 
at the November 28 Puyallup School 
Board meeting. 

The award is based on students scoring 
at or above the state average in grades 
three through eight on the 2011 Mea-
surement of Student Progress and in 
grade 10 on the High School Profi ciency 
Exam. Schools were then evaluated for 
academic gains in both subjects over the 
past fi ve years.

Puyallup School District students outper-
formed the state average in nearly every 
grade level and, in some cases, set record 
highs in reading, writing, math, and sci-
ence on the 2011 state assessments.

Students made especially strong gains 
in math and science, said Nancy Arnold, 
director of assessment and accountability. 

“Our success this year is a huge testa-
ment to the hard work that students, staff, 
parents, school volunteers, and the com-
munity have been doing to help students 
succeed,” Arnold said. “We have a lot to 
celebrate, but we also have work to do to 
continue to improve.”

The scores refl ect student performance 
on last spring’s Measurement of Student 
Progress (MSP), High School Profi ciency 
Exam (HSPE), fi rst-ever End-of-Course 
(EOC) math exams, and the Washington 
Alternate Assessment System (WAAS) for 
students with special needs.

Arnold told the school board in Septem-
ber that Puyallup has several noteworthy 
achievements this year. They include:
• The highest percentage ever of 

students in grades four through eight 
met or exceeded the state’s math 
standard.

• The highest percentage ever in grades 
fi ve, eight, and 10 met the state’s 
science standard.

• The highest percentage ever of fourth 
graders met the writing standard.

• The highest percentage ever of sixth 
graders met the reading standard.

• Nearly 99 percent of twelfth graders 
in the Class of 2011 met or exceeded 
state standards on reading and writing 
assessments.

Additionally, Hunt, Pope, and Wildwood 
elementary schools are among only 35 
schools across Washington that earned 
their way off a needs-improvement list 
for making progress in reading and math 
as required in the federal No Child Left 

Behind law.

While test scores are higher than ever in 
some grades and subjects, efforts con-
tinue this year to move all students at all 
schools to standard.

Math improvement

The district launched a comprehensive 
three-year math improvement plan last 
year that is already yielding positive 

continued on page 5

Stahl Junior High students (from left) Kaira Miller and Tiana Peoples 
measure the density of water in a seventh-grade lab project. 
Students made gains in science on the 2011 state assessments.

The search for a new superintendent to 
replace Tony Apostle, who retires in June, 
will be led by the same consulting fi rm 
that helped the district fi nd a new Puyal-
lup School District leader in 2004.

The school board unanimously agreed 
last month to hire Northwest Leadership 
Associates based in Liberty Lake, a city in 
eastern Washington.

The fi rm’s owner and president, Dennis 
Ray, will again be the lead consultant 
working with Puyallup, the ninth largest 
school district in the state with 32 schools 
and more than 20,500 students.

The goal is to have a new superintendent 
selected no later than March 30, 2012, 
said Puyallup School Board Director Greg 
Heath.

Search begins for new superintendent as Apostle to retire
Heath and Director Diana Seeley were 
appointed by the school board this fall to 
work with the district’s Human Resources 
department to coordinate the early stages 
of the search process. 

Apostle informed the Puyallup School 
Board in August that he will retire at the 
end of this school year after eight years as 
its leader.

Seeley said Northwest Leadership 
Associates was selected from among 
four “outstanding candidates.” 

In its written proposal to the board, North-
west Leadership Associates described 
itself as “a regional entity with a strong 
national network.” The fi rm has conducted 

Superintendent Tony Apostle greets Rogers High seniors (from 
left) Jasmine Turner and Oscar Campos Morales after last month’s 
board meeting. 
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Tony Apostle
Superintendent

Today’s economic realities have strongly, 
if not forcefully, encouraged each of us 
to fi nd ways to adjust old patterns of 
thinking, simplify, and ultimately fi nd 
ways to do more with less. This reality has 
certainly hit our schools, and the forecast 
ahead doesn’t look terribly promising. 
However, one of the unexpected but 
truly positive outcomes from this time 
of change and uncertainty has been the 
increased development of critical family 
and community partnerships throughout 
our schools. When we connect, collabo-
rate, and engage, our partnerships lead to 
work that is lighter, more rewarding, and 
bursting with results. 
 
The power of partnerships is alive and 
well in our district. Here are just a few 
examples being played out within Puyal-
lup schools:

• 77 students across our district received 
Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit 
Incentive Awards.

• The Puyallup Homeless Coalition and 
our leadership team experienced a 
powerful, emotion-fi lled conversation 
of how to support the homeless 
students we serve. Last year our 
district served more than 400 homeless 
students, and the number is expected to 
climb to 500 this year.

• The annual Annie B. 2-Miler fun run/

walk, born from the vision of a gifted 
educator, raised funds that translated 
into a new dress and meaningful smile 
on the face of a graduate.

• Students showcased their learning on 
Education Day at the Puyallup Fair, an 
annual experience that has roots and 
history in our community.

• A mom volunteered her time, without 
fanfare, to open a school’s Accelerated 
Reader lab early so students could gain 
confi dence along their reading journey.

During my time as a board member I have 
been struck by the passionate drive of our 
school leaders who work diligently to cre-
ate partnerships in our schools. From my 
vantage point, I believe there is a direct 
correlation between a learning culture that 

promotes respect, inclusion, and engage-
ment and the outcomes of innovation, 
productivity, academic results, and the 
life impact we all hope for in the lives 
of our students. The bottom line is that 
family and community engagement helps 
students achieve.

By choosing to be intentional about creat-
ing partnerships, we are able to experience 
true resource multiplication that directly 
impacts our students. The results are that 
our students have access to needed ser-
vices and resources, classrooms become 
increasingly dynamic and innovative, 
community relationships become stronger, 
and school practices improve. I invite 
you to fi nd your place in this partnership.  
Today’s world requires it. Our students 
deserve it. 
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Working to improve student achievement

School partnerships help students achieve
Chris Ihrig
Legislative
Representative

The Puyallup School Board continues 
on its forward-thinking path of defi n-
ing and addressing the challenges facing 
our students in our schools today and in 
the future. While the nation’s economic 
conditions and state funding for schools 
will likely not signifi cantly improve 
within the next three to fi ve years, im-
proving student achievement and offer-
ing more educational training options to 
students are of greater importance than 
ever before. Why? Because our students 
must be expertly trained to compete for 
the best jobs that are emerging within a 
changing technological workplace. They 
will be facing intensely stiff competition 
for a limited number of jobs that offer 
attractive salaries and benefi ts at a time of 
increased global manufacturing competi-
tion within industries based in the United 
States.

What sample of evidence exists that 
clearly demonstrates that we are improv-
ing student achievement and offering 
greater educational options?

• Enrollment continues to increase 
in math and science courses among 
both female and male students. The 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) program and the 
Robotics program, which are open to 
all district students, are the most recent 
new educational offerings in math 
and science. The district also has the 
most students ever taking high school 
Advanced Placement courses, junior 
high school honors programs, and 
elementary Highly Capable programs.

• The state Offi ce of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction has recognized 

20 of our schools as Schools of 
Distinction for sustained academic 
improvement between 2007 and 
2011. Two of our elementary schools 
received the honor twice, one of our 
junior highs and an elementary school 
received the honor three times, and 
another elementary school earned the 
honor four times.

• Students continue to make gains on 
state assessments in writing, reading, 
math, and science.

• Based on the 2010-11 state 
achievement scores, the district 
achieved the highest performance rates 
in its history in six grade levels and in 
four academic areas. In writing, more 
than 90 percent of tenth graders met 
or exceeded the state standard. This 
continues to outpace state averages 
and the performance of students in 
many neighboring districts. Students 
also earned their highest-ever science 
scores in grades fi ve, eight, and 10.

• The Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) program has 
expanded to serve students in all of 
our junior high and high schools, and 
enrollment in the classes continues to 
increase. Additionally, the “I’m Going 
To College” program has been created 

for students who are typically under-
represented in higher education.

• Positive and hopeful discussions are 
under way for a future partnership 
with the Washington State University 
(WSU) Research Center in Puyallup. 
This partnership would possibly offer 
all interested students courses in 
Environmental Sciences and a WSU-
STEM program at the WSU Research 
Center.

There are several other important strate-
gic initiatives under way that will require 
further study through intense community 
and staff deliberations over the next 12 to 
18 months. Committees studying those 
initiatives are: Counseling Services and 
Program Review; Grade Level Confi gura-
tion; Assessment, Grading, and Reporting 
Practices; and Educational Opportunities. 
In addition, there is the important work of 
the Citizens Facilities Advisory Commit-
tee, which is tasked with examining school 
facility needs over the next 12 years. The 
committee’s work includes studying wheth-
er to build a fourth comprehensive high 
school or expand our three existing high 
schools to accommodate future growth. 
More immediately, in an effort to prepare 
for state funding reductions, an Educational 
Priorities Advisory Committee has been 
commissioned to study options and param-
eters to be considered during the 2012-13 
district budget development process.
   
There are many other examples of solid 
planning for the future, as well as student 
achievement accomplishments that ad-
vance the notion that this district is on the 
right course for student success and a very 
bright future.

Brouillet Elementary third grader Corbin Davila shows off fi sh art he 
created at the Emerald Ridge High School aquaculture booth during 
the school district’s annual Education Day at the Puyallup Fair.
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Board approves new mission, vision, beliefs, and goals 

New committee identifi es education priorities

Agreeing with the recommendations of 
a 60-plus member Strategic Visioning 
Committee, the Puyallup School Board 
has unanimously approved a new district 
mission and vision, as well as a new set of 
belief statements and goals.

The changes take effect this school year 
and will guide the district through the 
year 2020.

The Vision 2020 team met from January 
through May to review and update the 
school district’s long-range strategic plan. 
The plan serves as a roadmap that guides 
the district as it makes decisions about 
student learning.

The committee was made up of parents, 
educators, community members, and 
students from each of the district’s four 
high schools.

The following are the district’s new mis-
sion, vision, and beliefs:

Mission

The Puyallup School District, in part-
nership with our diverse communities, 
educates and inspires students to reach 
their full potential.

Vision

Puyallup School District students will be:

• Skilled in successfully applying 
knowledge in all required subjects.

• Competent as critical and innovative 
thinkers able to analyze and solve 
complex problems.

• Engaged as life-long learners pursuing 
their goals and dreams.

• Successful as communicators and 
collaborators.

• Profi cient in demonstrating an 
understanding of and a respect for 
individual differences.

• Prepared to transition to post-high 
school opportunities and be able to 
compete locally and globally.

• Skilled in making life choices that are 
healthy and socially responsible.

• Motivated to strive for excellence.

Beliefs

In partnership with our communities, we:
• Treat each student as a unique learner. 
• Ensure all students have equal 

opportunities for learning and are 
supported in achieving competency 
in required subject and performance 
areas.

• Regularly assess, evaluate, and 
communicate to students, families, and 
the community the results of student 
performance. 

• Engage parents/guardians, family 
members, and students as active 
partners in the educational process. 

• Incorporate concepts of diversity that 
benefi t all and are integral in all district 
endeavors. 

• Communicate effectively with 
parents/guardians, students, staff, and 
members of the community. 

• Cultivate and maintain partnerships 
that support district goals. 

• Provide students and staff a safe and 
supportive learning and working 
environment. 

• Demonstrate accountability to all 
stakeholders. 

The committee revised the wording of 
some existing district goals and added 

several new ones under each of the 
district’s four Strategic Directions.

New goals range from strengthening 
anti-bullying education and training 
throughout the district and commu-
nity, to planning strategies to strongly 
support identifi ed ethnic and cultural 
groups.

The goals are listed in full in the Strategic 
Plan document approved by the board. 
The plan is on the school district website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Northwood Elementary second graders (from left) Naia Lewis and 
Jaspreet Virdee work on a classroom assignment. 

If sobering state budget projections hold 
true, the Puyallup School District could be 
faced with upwards of $12 million in bud-
get reductions in the 2012-13 school year 
due to anticipated decreases in federal and 
state funding.

To prepare for anticipated fi nancial chal-
lenges, a fi rst-ever Educational Priorities 
Advisory Committee has been formed.

The 15-member committee, made up of 
parents, retired teachers, former legisla-
tors, and other community members, has 
been tasked with identifying priorities of 
how money should be spent in the Puyal-
lup School District.

In his opening remarks to the commit-
tee, Superintendent Tony Apostle asked, 
“What can we do to be a forward-thinking 
school district when we are faced with 
such devastating cuts?”

The superintendent appointed the adviso-
ry committee in September and charged 

Hasart, a local consultant and former 
president of Pierce College in Puyallup. 
“The school board’s job is to look at all 
recommendations and work with district 
administration to come up with a budget.”

Since its fi rst committee meeting in late 
September, the advisory group has heard 
numerous reports from district staff 
regarding topics such as the district’s 
instructional programs, budget history, 
enrollment, staffi ng levels, and operational 
costs.

“These are the most challenging times we 
have ever had,” Deputy Superintendent 
Debra Aungst told the committee during 
a presentation about the history of the 
school district’s budget.

Aungst described a “collision of de-
mands” in education today. Students’ 
needs have never been greater, she said, 
while accountability has never been 
stiffer. Similarly, she said expectations 
have never been higher, while resources 

have never been scarcer.

“We must be purposeful about our priori-
ties,” she said. “We can and will do this 
diffi cult work.”

The committee quickly learned there are 
restrictions on what can be considered for 
reductions in a budget, including employ-
ee-bargained agreements and federal and 
state mandates.

“We know the district won’t be able to do 
everything it has been doing, but we have 
learned an awful lot is untouchable based 
on state funding requirements,” said com-
mittee member Dan McReynolds. “It’s a 
pretty small dance fl oor we have to move 
around on.”

McReynolds is a parent of four children, 
all of whom attended Puyallup School 
District schools from kindergarten through 
grade 12. He also is a local business 
person and served last year on the school 
district’s Strategic Visioning Committee.

Members of the fi rst-ever Educational Priorities Advisory 
Committee (from left) Lori Banaszak, Dan McReynolds, and 
Marcello Mancini review 2012-13 budget documents.

its members to have a report ready for 
the Puyallup School Board at its De-
cember 12 meeting. The board meeting 
begins at 6 p.m. at Ballou Junior High, 
9916 136th St. E. in Puyallup.

“As we navigate the extremely challeng-
ing economic conditions in our future, 
we want to be sure we are serving our 
students in the best way possible,” Apostle 
said.

The advisory committee’s recommenda-
tions will be added to those by district 
employees, students, and other commu-
nity members as the board wrestles with 
how to balance next year’s budget.

“You are one group making recommenda-
tions,” said committee facilitator Tana 

Debra Aungst
Deputy Superintendent

“These are the most challenging 
times we have ever had.”

Parents of students in kindergarten 
through grade fi ve can learn more about 
a new Bridges in Mathematics curricu-
lum being used for the fi rst time this 
year at elementary schools across the 
district.

The last of three parent forums is sched-
uled from 6 to 7 p.m. on January 17 at 
the Education Service Center, 302 2nd 
St. SE in downtown Puyallup. 

Information presented at the fi rst two 
forums will be repeated at the January 
parent meeting.

Parent forum set 
on new elementary 
math curriculum

District offi ces closed 
December 23-30
Puyallup School District administrative 
offi ces and support buildings will be 
closed for the holidays from Friday, De-
cember 23 through Friday, December 30.

The Education Service Center and 
business offi ce in downtown Puyallup 
are among the buildings closed for the 
holidays.

All schools are closed from December 
19 through December 30 for winter 
break. Classes resume on January 2.

Science information 
night is January 10
Parents and students throughout the dis-
trict are invited to attend a community 
night designed to help students be suc-
cessful in creating science fair projects.

The free event begins at 6:30 p.m. on 
January 10 in the Exposition Hall at the 
Puyallup Fairgrounds. 
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more than 160 superintendent searches 
in the Pacifi c Northwest in the past 11 
years.

“Our past experience with Puyallup 
gives us a unique understanding of the 
district and community,” the proposal 
stated.

Extensive reference checks were done 
on each of the four fi rms that submitted 
proposals, Seeley said.

Research included examining the consul-
tants’ track records in providing qual-
ity superintendent candidates in other 
searches, determining if there were any 
cost overruns or other billing concerns, 
reviewing the fi rm’s ability to work with 
the board and staff, and examining the 
level of public input into the process.

“We wanted to know, did they actually 
connect with the community and get the 
input that was necessary to determine 
what kinds of qualities are necessary for 
our next superintendent?” Seeley said.

Superintendent 
search begins

Seeley listed a number of school districts 
that will be looking for a permanent 
superintendent this year. She said the 
board couldn’t wait for the results of this 
month’s school board election to start 
looking for Apostle’s replacement.

“We need to be proactive and out in the 
market looking for the superintendent at 
this point and time,” she said. “It’s impor-
tant for us to begin this process now.”

Heath said at a recent board meeting, 
“Hopefully we will have a great opportu-
nity to be looking at excellent candidates 
right after the fi rst of the year.” 

The decision of who becomes Puyallup’s 
next superintendent rests with the school 
board; however, there will be numerous 
opportunities for the public to provide 
input, Seeley said.

Both the school board and Apostle issued 
written statements after he announced his 
retirement that speak to how this school 
year will progress during the search for a 
new superintendent.

“While we conduct the search process, we 
expect that Dr. Apostle will continue to 
provide strong leadership as he has done 

in the past,” the board wrote. “There is 
much work that is currently under way 
that is vitally important to the future of 
our schools. This must continue under 
Dr. Apostle’s direction over the upcom-
ing school year.”

Before becoming 
superintendent in 
2004, Apostle served 
for 14 years as an 
administrator in the 
district as the direc-
tor of administrative 
services, director of 
elementary educa-
tion, and assistant to 
the superintendent.

continued from page 1

Puyallup High School senior Jared Simonsen is one of a growing 
number of students enrolled in the school district’s Puyallup 
Online Academy. He takes all of his classes except band on the 
Internet.

Jared Simonsen wakes up early enough 
each morning to complete two or three 
hours of class work before he ever arrives 
at Puyallup High School.

Once on campus, the senior takes a seat 
in Symphonic Winds band class, where 
he spends nearly an hour doing something 
he has loved since elementary school 
— playing music.

Simonsen is among a growing number of 
students who have found success complet-
ing a majority of their high school classes 
from home in an online learning program.

Like him, many also enroll in a class or 
two on campus, especially in those sub-

Enrollment surges in third year of online learning program

“...I can do the classes at my own 
pace. I am learning better, and 
my goal is to graduate in June, if 
not earlier.”

Jared Simonsen

continued on page 10

New grading practices designed to 
help junior high and high school stu-
dents become more successful learners 
are being phased into schools begin-
ning this fall.

Parents and students can learn more 
about the new secondary grading and 
assessment practices and ask ques-
tions during the following information 
meetings: 
• November 29, 6-7 p.m.
• January 12, 5-6 p.m.
• February 21, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
• March 15, 6-7 p.m.

The meetings are held at the school 
district’s Education Service Center at 
302 2nd St. S.E. in downtown Puyal-
lup.

By the end of March 2012, Superin-
tendent Tony Apostle will recommend 
to the school board a date for full 
districtwide implementation.

Meetings to address 
new secondary 
grading practices

jects that require group participation such 
as band, choir, and art, or that have special 
equipment as in certain career and techni-
cal education courses.

This is the third year the district has of-
fered the Puyallup Online Academy for 
students in grades seven through 12.

Enrollment last month topped 170 students 
— more than three times the number of 
students who started the program last year.

“The growth from last year has been 
huge,” said Alicia Nosworthy, administra-
tor of the program and assistant principal 
at Walker High School.

Puyallup Online Academy

Puyallup Online Academy students learn 
at their own pace, on their own schedule, 
and in their own environment, Nosworthy 
said.

Students and their parents sign an agree-
ment at the time of enrollment that out-
lines recommendations and guidelines for 
a successful online learning experience.

To stay on schedule, a student typically 
must spend two to three hours per day 
per class working on class assignments to 
complete a course in the recommended 45 
days.

Those who fall behind face interventions, 
ranging from parent/student conferences 
to required attendance at Walker High 
School.

Puyallup Online Academy Education 
Specialist Jim Clifton works closely with 
students to keep them on track.

Success also depends upon students hav-
ing consistent access to a working com-
puter with a dependable Internet connec-
tion and up-to-date antivirus and security 
software, she said.

Just like students in a traditional class-
room, students in the online learning 
program who have diffi culty with an as-
signment can ask for help.

Washington state certifi ed teachers based 
in Yakima are available to communicate 
with students from 6 a.m. to 1 a.m., seven 
days a week. Face-to-face support is also 
available weekdays during school hours at 
Walker High School.

The program is designed so that students 
can take two classes at one time. Once a 
class is fi nished, another one is added.

More than 100 courses are offered, includ-
ing core, elective, advanced placement, di-
agnostic, intervention, and credit retrieval. 
Curriculum is provided by Advanced 
Academics, an accredited Washington 
state program.

Most of the courses are Web-based with 
no textbooks required. There is no cost for 
taking the standard full year of classes (12 
classes) within the allotted time, Noswor-

thy said. Since the program is online and 
self-paced, students can enroll anytime 
during the school year.

Ties to local school campuses

Students enrolled in the Puyallup Online 
Academy may participate in athletics 
and activities such as dances and music 
programs at their resident schools if they 
meet eligibility requirements. 

They may also have their photos in the 
yearbook and participate in their high 
school graduation ceremonies, provided 
they meet all graduation requirements.

Senior Nicole Handy is a full-time Run-
ning Start student at Pierce College who 
enrolled in the online learning program for 
the fi rst time this fall. She attended Emer-
ald Ridge High in her sophomore year and 
Rogers High last year.

“I still go to all of the high school activi-

ties like football games with my friends,” 
she said. “I really like the online program, 
because I like to work when it’s conve-
nient for me.”

Handy plans to graduate in June, attend a 
four-year college, and pursue a career as a 
nurse or pediatrician.

Benefi ts to learning

Students who enroll in the online school 
do so for a variety of reasons, Nosworthy 
said. Some take classes to accelerate their 
learning. Others enroll because they need 
to retrieve credits, because of medical 
reasons, or because they have jobs or care 
for young children during the traditional 
school day.

Simonsen said he started the program 
halfway through his junior year when he 
realized that being on campus was caus-
ing him to be physically ill each morning 
before school.

“There were lots of distractions, and I was 
stressed about completing my credits,” he 
said. “Now there is not as much pressure 
because I can do the classes at my own 
pace. I am learning better, and my goal is 

Tony Apostle

Take a survey
The community is invited to take 
an online survey that will be used 
to develop a leadership profi le 
to guide the school board in its 
search for a new superintendent.

The deadline for completing the 
survey is December 10. A link to 
the survey is on the Home page 
of the district website.
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Pope Elementary teacher Holly Moody invites questions during a 
classroom lesson. Pope is one of three schools that earned their 
way off a needs-improvement list for reading and math gains.

Shaw Road Elementary students (from left) Meredith Udovich, Tyler 
Martin, and Ally Kindig learn how to measure in centimeters. The 
school made gains in math at all grades tested. 

results, said Director of Instructional 
Leadership John Parker.

More students are enrolled in high-level 
math courses in high school, he said, 
as well as in newly offered courses that 
align with students’ career interests.

The district is also continuing to de-
velop and train teachers on math “power 
standards” — a set of about a dozen skills 
students need to master at specifi c grade 
levels.

Educators are still tasked with teach-
ing all of the state-required learning 
standards at each grade level, but they 
are also devoting extra time as needed 
to assure that students meet the power 
standards.

“These are fundamental skills that, once 
learned, can apply to other academic 
subjects and lead to success in school 
and in life,” said Deputy Superintendent 
Debra Aungst. “Even the most struggling 
of learners have to be able to master these 
standards.”

Arnold said that the 
district’s intensive 
focus on math im-
provement in the past 
several years is also 
evident in the number 
of students who 
passed their fi rst-ever 
end-of-course math 
exams.

Last spring, students 
in Algebra I and 
Geometry took state 
exams at the end of 
those specifi c courses 
in June instead of 
the traditional high 
school comprehen-
sive math exam two 
months before the end 
of the school year.

The fi rst group of 
tenth graders who 
took these exams scored 69.2 percent in 
algebra and 70.2 percent in geometry. 

While the scores do not provide an 
apples-to-apples comparison to previous 
years’ math tests, Arnold said they are 
encouraging and will be the baseline to 
compare against future achievement.

At the elementary level, a new Bridges 
in Mathematics curriculum is under 
way this year in kindergarten through 
grade fi ve. 

During a recent math lesson at Shaw 
Road Elementary, for example, fourth 
graders in Debbie Drugge’s classroom 
learned how to measure and record di-
mensions in centimeters.

Students worked with partners and in 
small groups to measure objects around 
the classroom, including the distance 
between the fl oor and the tops of their 
desks, the length of pencils, and the 
dimensions of pre-drawn objects on a 
worksheet.

Fourth graders Meredith Udovich, Tyler 
Martin, and Ally Kindig teamed to fi gure 
out how they could measure the distance 
between their elbows and their fi ngertips. 
Collectively they decided to stack their 
rulers, one on top of the other, until they 
found the answer.

Considerable time and effort has also 
gone into developing math interven-
tions for students who are struggling, as 
well as enrichment for students who are 

achieving, Parker said.

Some schools, especially at the elementary 
level, set aside a half-hour intervention 
block each day to give students intensive 
help, especially in math.

“We isolate the skills that kids need help 
with, and we focus on that until they get 
it,” Drugge said. “When you do something 
over and over again, you are bound to get 
better at it.”

In junior high and high school, students of-
ten forgo an elective to take an extra class 
period in a subject they need extra help in 
to be successful.

Science gains

New science standards this year in grades 
fi ve and eight make it diffi cult to compare 
test scores from this year to the last, “but 
the results represent outstanding work by 
our schools,” Arnold said.

In fi fth grade, 63.8 percent of students 
across the district met the science standard, 
which outpaces the 55.7 percent state aver-
age this year.

Students also had a strong showing in ju-
nior high and high school, with 64 percent 
of eighth graders and nearly 57 percent of 

tenth graders meeting 
standard.

As she looked at the 
chart showing across-
the-board gains in sci-
ence, Board President 
Cindy Poysnick said, 
“It looks like the junior 
high science labs have 
paid off.”

Poysnick was refer-
ring to improvements 
made in 2008 to junior 
high science class-
rooms. Lab facilities 
were upgraded with 
improvements such 
as additional sinks, 
new countertops, and 
improved ventilation to 
support hands-on sci-
ence learning. Improve-
ments were funded 
with state match money 

from the 2004 school bond.

During a recent science lesson at Stahl 
Junior High, seventh graders in David 
Boyles’ class teamed at lab stations around 
the room to determine the density of water.

Students moved between the countertop 
and sinks to fi ll water in beakers, transfer 
the liquid to graduated cylinders, measure 
the mass on triple beam balances, and 
record their results.

Principal Troy Hodge said the lab spaces 
are critical to student success.

“It’s an opportunity for kids to get out 
from behind their desks, be around the 
materials, and experience the hands-on 
learning,” he said. “Especially for students 
who are tactile learners, the labs drive 
home the science theories.”

Literacy successes and challenges

Reading scores were mixed across the 
district, with the percentage of students 
meeting standard up in grades six and 10, 
down at grades fi ve, seven, and eight, and 
less than a 3 percent change from last year 
in grades three and four.

The performance decline in grades fi ve, 
seven, and eight mirrors a drop statewide 
in reading in the same grades. 

One factor, Arnold said, could be that the 
bar was raised this year for the percentage 
of students who needed to meet the read-
ing standard.

Performance can also be affected, she 
said, when students simply don’t like or 
understand test questions.

New local reading assessments have been 
developed and will be given for the fi rst 
time this fall in grades seven, eight, and 
nine, Arnold said.

Power standards like those developed for 
math are also being developed this year 
for reading, said Vince Pecchia, director 
of instructional leadership.

Work is also under way to revise the 
district’s reading assessments to assure 
that questions match information students 
should know, specifi cally as they relate to 
the state’s learning targets, Pecchia said. 

Noteworthy achievements in literacy, Arnold 
said, include four elementary schools and 
two high schools where 90 percent or more 
of the students met the reading standard.

Additionally, 80 percent or more stu-
dents at one elementary, two junior high 
schools, and three high schools met the 
writing standard.

District assessments

In all grades, educators point to an in-
creasing number of local district assess-
ments given throughout the year, followed 
with quick and targeted interventions, to 
help students who need help or need extra 
challenges.

“Our local assessments are a screener 
that helps us target students right away,” 
Arnold told the school board. “We are 
constantly improving on these, as well as 
our technology to track student progress 
as they move from one grade level and 
one school to the next.”

Adequate Yearly Progress

To make Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP), a certain percentage of students in 
a school or district must pass the state’s 
reading and math tests each year.

The results are broken down by ethnic 
group and poverty level. If one category 
of students fails to meet its goals, the 
whole school fails AYP.

This year, the percentage of students who 
needed to pass reading was signifi cantly 
higher than last year. The performance bar 
for math will rise in 2012, and by 2014, 
every student will be required to pass the 
reading and math tests.

Schools and districts that do not meet AYP 
goals for two consecutive years move into 
“school improvement” status. If they re-
ceive Title I federal funds, which are used 
to give students extra help in areas such as 
reading and math, they face an escalating 
series of consequences each year they do 
not make AYP.

The Puyallup School District and two 
of its Title I schools — Waller Road and 
Firgrove elementary schools — did not 
meet AYP goals again on last spring’s 
state assessments.

Puyallup joins a majority of school dis-
tricts statewide that did not make AYP. Of 
295 school districts in Washington, 223 
failed to meet the standard.

Arnold told the board it is important to 
remember that the Puyallup School Dis-
trict, the ninth largest district in the state, 
still ranks near the top in several grades 
and subjects when compared to districts 
similar in size and demographics.

Puyallup ranks fourth, for example, when 
comparing the percentage of tenth grad-
ers who met the writing standard this year 
with students from 19 other school districts 
similar in either size or demographics.

Students outperform 
state on tests 
continued from page 1

Emerald Ridge High tenth 
grader Bethany Budzinski 
works on a writing 
assignment.
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Puyallup Giftmakers celebrates 25 years of giving

Puyallup Giftmakers is still going strong 
after 25 years because of the help it pro-
vides to people like Doretta Stevenson.

The mother of three children has fallen on 
diffi cult fi nancial times in recent years. 
Making ends meet was particularly diffi -
cult last year, she said, when her husband 
was out of work and their income plum-
meted.

Recognizing the family need, an elemen-
tary school counselor invited Stevenson 
to Giftmakers, a student-led program that 
provides gifts to Puyal-
lup School District 
families in need during 
the winter holidays.

“It’s been a blessing 
for us,” said Steven-
son, who was invited 
twice in the past three 
years to choose a new 
toy for each of her 
children, as well as 
stockings, stocking stuffers, books, and a 
family game.

While her husband is back to work this 
year, Stevenson said, “We are just get-
ting caught up. By the time you pay the 
bills, there’s not a lot left over. Without 
Giftmakers, the children would have slim 
to nothing. They are so thankful for what 
they get.”

Jessica Lawley also attended Giftmak-
ers last year — her fi rst time at the event. 
She left with Transformers, books, and 
bags full of other free gifts for her three 
elementary-age children.

“It’s a great program,” she said. “It was 
upsetting — depressing almost — to 
have to be in that fi nancial situation. But 
it really helped us.”

Giftmakers history

Giftmakers began in 1987 as a class 
leadership project under the direction of 
Karen Hansen, then director of vocational 
and career education. Hansen is now the 
district’s executive director of communi-
cations.

The program has grown to become a 
student-led community event, bringing 
together hundreds of parents, business 
people, service organizations, senior 
citizens, members of the faith community, 
and other volunteers.

School district families in need are invited 
to attend the local Giftmakers “store,” 
which is set up for two days in early De-
cember. Families can leave their children 
in an on-site supervised play area while 
they shop.

The gift giveaway program serves more 
than 600 children an-
nually. Last year, the 
program handed out 
gifts to a record high 
935 children from 347 
families.

Grace Magin knows 
the value of the 
program after being 
involved fi rst as a 
student leader more 

than 20 years ago and now as an adult 
volunteer. She also works as a paraeduca-
tor, or teacher’s assistant, in a program for 
students with special needs at Edgerton 
Elementary.

In her junior year of high school, Magin 
enrolled in a class that helped teenagers 
learn job skills and transition between 
school and work. As part of that class, she 
became one of the student leaders in the 
Giftmakers program.

Twenty-two years later, the mother of two 
twin girls still supports Giftmakers by co-
ordinating toy drives, setting up the store 
with her daughters, and helping where 
needed.

Student and adult volunteers walk through 
the store with the families as their per-
sonal shoppers and help them carry their 
bags of gifts to the car.

Student-led program

A record-high number of students from 
all four of the district’s high schools and 
several junior high schools are serving this 

year on the Giftmakers Board of Direc-
tors. The board meets throughout the year 
to plan the December event.

Students spend countless hours coordinat-
ing toy drives in schools and the com-
munity — the source for a majority of the 
gifts each year.

They learn leadership skills by writing 
letters and personally contacting store 
managers for permission to place toy do-
nation boxes in local businesses. Several 
students stood for hours outside of a local 
store recently to pass out fl iers and collect 
donations of infant clothing and toys.

The student leaders also write and send 
fundraising letters, volunteer as interpret-
ers, speak about the program to area clubs 
and organizations, and plan activities for 
children when they fi rst arrive at the event.

Their year of hard work culminates with 
hours of volunteer time at the event itself, 
setting up, working in the rooms, helping 
as personal shoppers, walking people to 
their cars, cleaning up, and inventorying 
the items for the next year. Last year, 207 
students volunteered at the event.

Girl Scouts have also been 
integral to the program’s 
success by babysitting 
children while parents shop 
and by coordinating many 
of the rooms in the Giftmak-
ers store.

In the past several years, 
Rogers High students 
enrolled in the Architecture, 
Construction, and Engineer-
ing (ACE) program have 
participated by manufactur-
ing wooden doll cradles, tool boxes, and 
other gifts.

The ACE students also constructed a 
wooden toy donation box two years ago 
in the shape of a gingerbread house that 
is displayed in the South Hill Mall from 
mid-November until the end of December. 
A large red wooden donation box made 
previously by Rogers High students is dis-
played during the same time at Top Food 

& Drug in Puyallup.

The Rogers High JROTC also helps 
by parking cars at the event each year. 
Students arrive early, often in uniform, to 
greet families.

Longtime supporters

Even after Giftmakers student helpers 
graduate, many return year after year to 
volunteer or donate gifts.

Puyallup High 2005 graduate Amber 
Rhodes, for example, was an active Gift-
makers volunteer during her junior high 
and high school years. While she helped 
in many capacities, her passion was col-
lecting books and coordinating the book 
room operations.

Rhodes moved to Portland after high 
school to attend college and is back living 
in Puyallup this year as she works toward 
her master’s degree. When she learned 
this fall that Borders Books was closing, 
she purchased 20 young adult books for 
this year’s Giftmakers recipients.

“It’s such a great opportunity to reach out 
to the community and make 
sure everyone is getting 
what they need during the 
holidays,” she said.

Numerous community mem-
bers, including some retired 
district employees, make up 
the list of longtime Giftmak-
ers volunteers.

Fruitland Elementary sec-
ond-grade teacher Shirley 
Baker, for example, has been 
involved for more than a 

decade. She began by helping junior high 
students in special education classes learn 
how to refurbish bicycles for the program. 

In more recent years, Baker shops for new 
toys with money donated by individuals, 
businesses, and service organizations. 
Funds are managed by the Puyallup 
Schools Foundation. Baker also greets 

Giftmakers is accepting dona-
tions of new toys, books, games, 
stockings, and stocking stuffers 
for infants through age 14 in 
specially marked donation boxes 
on display through December 24 
at the South Hill Mall and Top 
Food & Drug in Puyallup.

continued on page 9
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            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of 
Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ 
travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Brittney Henry will walk into the national 
spotlight in January when she represents 
Washington at the 2012 Miss America 
pageant in Las Vegas.

Since being crowned Miss Washington 
in July, the 2005 Puyallup High School 
graduate has spent time refl ecting on her 
life growing up in Edgewood and the 
people who have helped her develop into 
the person she is today.

People like her fourth-grade orchestra 
teacher, Cynthia Iverson.

Henry hasn’t spoken with Iverson in 
years, but she thinks of her often because 
of the “huge impact” she had on develop-
ing her love of music.

“I wanted to play in the orchestra in fourth 
grade, only my mom couldn’t afford to 
buy me a violin,” Henry said. “I went to 
orchestra class anyway, and Mrs. Iverson 
gave me one of the extra violins in her 
closet. I used that same violin all the way 
until ninth grade.”

Iverson, who teaches elementary and ju-
nior high orchestra this year at Edgemont 
Junior High, was moved to hear about the 
infl uence she had on a student’s life so 
many years ago.

“I can remember her sweet little face in 
fourth grade,” Iverson said. “She was the 
only one who came to class without an 
instrument. I said ‘honey, can you get an in-
strument?’ She said, ‘I don’t think so.’ That’s 
when I gave her one of the extra violins.”

After a long pause, Iverson added, “You 
just never know if that might be the one 
person where the instrument really makes 

a difference in their life.”

Henry continued to study violin after 
moving from Northwood Elementary to 
Edgemont Junior High, where orchestra 

teacher Catherine 
Johnson, who retired 
last June, formed an 
Edgemont Fiddlers 
group and taught 
Henry and other stu-
dents how to fi ddle.

“Mrs. Johnson is 
also special to me,” 
Henry said, “because 
she recognized me 
in a way no one 
else did during a 
diffi cult time in my 
life. She helped me 
to feel validated and 
special.”

Growing up in 
Edgewood

Henry grew up in a 
low-income family. 
Her mother raised 
her and her two sis-
ters as a single parent 
from the time Henry 
was six years old.

Her father suffered 
from alcohol and 
drug addiction, was 
incarcerated six 
times during her 
childhood, and died 
two years ago of a 
drug overdose after 
his release from jail.

As a teen, Henry said she helped her moth-
er make ends meet by acting as “a second 
mom” when her mother was away at work 
and her younger sister needed care.

Henry herself worked as a janitor at a 
mobile home park — a job she said she 
was too embarrassed to tell her friends 
about. She later worked in the snack bar 
at Tiffany’s Skating Rink and at a local 
clothing store.

The idea of competing in a beauty pageant 
some day, she said, never entered her mind.

Henry moved 17 times between kinder-
garten and her senior year, but her mother 
always kept her enrolled in the Puyallup 
School District “because she knew the 
strong family values here.”

Mentors along the way

The young musician continued to play 
violin in the Puyallup High orchestra 
and practice her fi ddling, which she will 
use during the talent portion of the Miss 
America contest on January 14. Henry 
plans to perform a Celtic-style musical se-
lection that combines fi ddling and dance.

In the audience will be her mother and 
sisters, her high school sweetheart who is 
now her fi ancé, as well as another one of 
her mentors, Puyallup resident and close 
family friend, Lisa Ballard.

Ballard has spent years as a parent 
volunteer at Puyallup High School. Over 
the years she has helped coach the baton 
twirlers and dance and cheer teams, as 
well as helped with band and an English 
study skills class.

She has also volunteered for years with the 
school’s Daffodil program and in recent 
years has served as its coordinator. Each 

Puyallup High graduate competes for Miss America

continued on page 10

Tips to help drivers know when to stop for school buses

Washington state bus laws protect nearly 
10,000 students who ride Puyallup School 
District buses daily to and from school.

Knowing when to stop and when not to 
stop for a school bus is critical to student 
and motorist safety, said Transportation 
Director Cathy McDaniel.

As a general rule, a driver should not get 
any closer than 20 feet to a school bus 
that has stopped with red lights fl ashing. 
It is safe to proceed once the lights stop 
fl ashing.

Flashing red lights, a retractable red 
“Stop” paddle, and a crossing arm in front 
of the bus signal the bus is either loading 
or unloading students.

The following are examples of when mo-
torists, by law, must stop for a school bus: 

Two-lane road

If a school bus comes to a stop on a two-
lane road where there is one lane of traffi c 
moving in each direction, traffi c behind 
the bus and motorists traveling in the op-

posite direction must both stop. 

Three-lane road

On three-lane roads, where there is one 
lane of traffi c moving in each direction 
and a center turn lane, the vehicles behind 
the bus and those in the turn lane traveling 
the same direction as the bus must stop.

Vehicles traveling in the opposite di-
rection can continue without stopping, 
including a vehicle in the center turn lane 
that is turning in front of the bus.

Four-lane road
 
When a roadway has four or more lanes 
with at least two of the lanes going in the 
opposite direction, only the vehicles in 
lanes traveling the same direction as the 
school bus need to stop for the red fl ash-
ing school bus lights.

Two areas of the school district where 
people often get confused about this rule 
are along Sunrise Parkway and traveling 

continued on page 11

Puyallup High School graduate Brittney Henry 
is crowned Miss Washington in July 2011 by the 
former title holder, Jacquie Brown.

photo courtesy of Keith Krueger

When traveling either direction on a two-lane road
Both of these cars must stop

When traveling the same direction as the bus 
on a road of more than two lanes

Both of these cars must stop
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January 10 is the deadline to submit 
junior high and high school school 
transfer applications for the 2012-13 
school year. March 1 is the deadline for 
elementary-level transfer applications.

Applications are available in schools 
throughout the district. For specifi c 
information about submitting school 
transfer applications, visit the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

School transfer 
application due dates

Parents needing to read information on 
the district website in another language 
can have any Web page automatically 
translated. Using the Google Translate 
tool, parents can instantly translate a 
district Web page into languages such 
as Spanish, Russian, Ukranian, Korean,  
and Tagalog.

To use the Google Translate tool, go to 
the Puyallup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Near the bot-
tom of the Home page, click in the Web 
Language Translation box, and then 
click a language in the list. The Home 
page, along with menu items and most 
links, is automatically translated to the 
selected language. 

Proper names and PDF documents are 
not translated. Also, users should be 
aware that the translation is done by a 
computer rather than a human. There-
fore, some inaccurate translations may 
occur. 

To change the district website back to 
English, return to the Home page, click 
in the Web Language Translation box 
again, and then click English.

District website 
language translations

The Puyallup School Board changed 
the start time of its regularly scheduled 
meetings this year to 6 p.m. 

The new start time, which is a half-
hour earlier than in recent years, began 
with its fi rst meeting of the new school 
year on September 12. Generally, the 
board meets on the second and fourth 
Mondays of every month at Ballou 
Junior High School, 9916 136th St. E. 
in Puyallup.

School board starts 
meetings at 6 p.m.Like most parents of preschool children, 

Kim Schenk and Steve Mudge want the 
best start possible for their son when he 
enters kindergarten next fall at Mt. View 
Elementary School.

The couple is among more than a dozen 
parents who participated last month in the 
fi rst of a series of “Ready for Kindergar-
ten” classes.

The classes are designed for parents and 
guardians of children ages 4 and 5 not yet 
enrolled in kindergarten.

More Ready for Kindergarten classes 
are scheduled this winter and spring, and 
sign-ups are under way for the next series 
of classes that begins in January.

Parents listened as class instructors, who 
are preschool teachers in the school dis-
trict, shared ideas and demonstrated how 
to help children with skills such as learn-
ing letters, matching shapes and colors, 
identifying sounds, and counting to 20. 

“This is so helpful,” Schenk said. “I know 
a lot of their success in school is based on 
what you do in the early years.”

The fall parent sessions focused on read-
ing and writing skills and included video 
clips by the program founders.

Ready for Kindergarten was developed by 
the Kennewick School District in Wash-
ington and is administered by the National 
Children’s Reading Foundation.

The key to success is to make learning 
fun, said instructors Katy Sheehan, a 
preschool teacher at Sunrise Elementary, 
and Karen Duggan, a preschool teacher at 
Maplewood Elementary.

They handed each parent a bag full of free 
learning tools to take home to “play” with 
their child. Parents pulled the items out of 
the bag as the teachers demonstrated or 
discussed several of the items in class.
Parents learned creative ways to use color-
ful magnetic letters, an alphabet train fl oor 
puzzle, and game pieces that stick on a 
preprinted board to teach letters, sounds, 
shapes, and colors.

The teachers also shared simple and inex-

pensive ways to promote reading and writ-
ing. Sheehan demonstrated a sock puppet, 
for example, and encouraged parents to 
use it to retell a story.

“Reading with your child 20 minutes a 
day is one of the most important things 
you can do,” she said.

Sheehan also suggested that parents ask 
children to guess what a book is about 
based on the picture on the front cover.

Additionally, she encouraged parents to 
remind children to read from the left to the 
right and from the top to the bottom of the 
page, as well as to teach about punctuation 
marks.

To help teach letter sounds, Duggan sug-
gested putting some of the child’s toys 
in a bag, then pulling them out, one by 
one, and asking the child what sound the 
toy begins with. Parents can also label 
common items around the home, such as 
chairs and tables, to help children recog-
nize letters and words.

After attending a Ready for Kindergarten 
class this fall, Schenk says she feels well 
prepared to start working with her son at 
home on reading and writing skills that 
will be helpful for him to know before he 

starts school next fall.

Winter class sign-ups

Parents and guardians of children starting 
kindergarten in September 2012 are in-
vited to attend one of four winter classes. 

Facilitators will share ideas and hand out 
free learning materials to help parents 
teach children about math and reasoning.

Winter classes are scheduled from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. on January 12 and 26 at Sunrise 
Elementary, and on January 19 and Febru-
ary 2 at Maplewood Elementary. Inter-
ested parents are invited to sign up for 
one of the four classes. The information is 
repeated at all four sessions.

Free childcare is provided for children age 
3 and up.

To register for one of the winter classes, 
contact Vince Pecchia, director of instruc-
tional leadership, or Peg Huard, Title I and 
Learning Assistance Program specialist, at 
(253) 841-1301.

Spring classes will address how to prepare 
children socially and emotionally for 
kindergarten. Dates will be announced on 
the district website.

Free kindergarten readiness classes offered

New leadership post 
announced this fall
Business Offi ce
Executive Director
Business Services

Name: Corine Pennington
Former Position: Director of Financial 
Services for North 
Thurston Public 
Schools
Previous Positions: 
Pennington worked 
seven years as 
director of fi nancial 
services in North 
Thurston Public 
Schools in Lacey. 
Before that, she 
worked six years as 
audit manager for the Washington State 
Auditor’s Offi ce in Olympia and seven 
years as an assistant state auditor in 
Bellingham.
Degree: Bachelor’s degree from West-
ern Washington University. 

Some arrive at school with wet feet from 
rain water that soaked through the holes in 
their shoes.

Others walk into class wearing shoes that 
are too small for their feet. These same 
students, counselors say, often avoid run-
ning in P.E. or at recess because their feet 
hurt.

Thanks to a partnership between the 
Sunrise Kiwanis Club, Puyallup Salvation 
Army, local Payless Shoe Source stores, 
and the Puyallup School District, 75 
elementary students in need received new 
shoes this fall at no cost.

Students in need start school in new shoes
The shoes were delivered, along with 
several pairs of socks for each child, to 
Hunt, Ridgecrest, Sunrise, Wildwood, and 
Woodland elementary schools.

The schools were selected for having 
students who could benefi t from the new 
shoes and for being among those located 
in the Puyallup Salvation Army’s service 
area, said Kim Koch, director of social 
services with the Salvation Army Puyal-
lup offi ce.

“I really like the style of mine,” one 
Sunrise Elementary student said with a 
big smile as her school counselor, Bev 
Showacy, checked to make sure the shoes 

fi t correctly. “They are 
really cute and will go 
with almost anything I 
wear.”

Woodland Elemen-
tary counselor Claudia 
Knauss said a 9-year-old 
boy who received a new 
pair of shoes told her he 
would take such good 
care of his shoes “that 
they would last until he 
was 13.”

Knauss  added, “You sim-
ply cannot overestimate 

the joy that having a pair of new shoes 
brings to a child in need … It’s great to 
know we can provide school essentials 
that allow families to have their fi nancial 
resources freed up to pay for shelter es-
sentials like heat and water.”

This is the second time that new shoes 
have been delivered to Puyallup students. 
Last spring, 75 pairs of shoes were deliv-
ered to children in need, many of whom 
insisted on wearing them as soon as they 
opened the box.

“A new pair of shoes makes a child feel 
like they are walking on air,” said Terrie 
Garrison, principal at Sunrise Elementary 
School. “It boosts their self-esteem and 
outlook on life. It’s a real gift, and we feel 
very fortunate that people in our commu-
nity are so giving.”

The Sunrise Kiwanis Club provided the 
bulk of the $1,400 needed to purchase 
the new shoes. The Salvation Army also 
received individual donations earmarked 
for the program.

The goal, Koch said, is to be able to 
continue to provide the shoes twice a year 
— once in fall, and again in spring. She 
also plans to select other district schools 
in need to receive the shoes during the 
next give-away.

Sunrise Elementary preschool teacher Katy Sheehan demonstrates 
how to tell a story with a sock puppet to parents gathered this fall 
at a Ready for Kindergarten class.

Corine 
Pennington

Sunrise Elementary counselor Bev Showacy 
checks the fi t of a student’s new shoes. 
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Puyallup Giftmakers
continued from page 6

Giftmakers recipients as they arrive at 
the store.

“Each year someone asks, ‘Why was I cho-
sen?’” Baker said. “They go on to tell me 
it’s a miracle because of the situation they 
are in. People’s lives are really touched.”

Another longtime volunteer, Edna Web-
ster, works behind the scenes to make 
the program a success. Years ago she 
addressed invitations by hand. Now that 
the invitation process is computerized, 
Webster and her daughter and grand-
daughter help in the store’s check-out 
room. They hand out stuffed animals, 
gently used toys and clothing, wrapping 
paper, and holiday decorations.

Retired district employee Pat Dyhrman 
has also been a longtime volunteer and 
supporter. She shops the back-to-school 
sales and contributes boxes of supplies 
each year, including crayons, pencils, 
binder paper, and notebooks. 

Others, like Graham resident Nancy 
Irwin, help even though they have no con-
nection to the Puyallup School District.

Irwin walked past a donation box at a fabric 
store fi ve years ago that asked the commu-
nity to contribute stockings. Next to the box 
was a stack of paper stocking patterns.

“I made a few the fi rst few years, and then 
I went gung-ho and made lots more,” she 
said. “It’s my way of volunteering.” Irwin 
has sewn more than 150 stockings in each 
of the past three years.

One of the most emotional moments at 
Giftmakers each year is when one of 
several special gifts — a new doll paired 
with a boxed set of handmade outfi ts 
— is presented to someone who the event 
organizers believe has a child who would 
enjoy the gift.

This is the 16th year that retired teacher 
Becky Hoff has purchased several new 
dolls, sewn outfi ts for each one, and then 
added matching shoes, hats, sweaters, and 
other accessories.

Elementary counselors also help each 
year by coordinating a game drive. One 
game is given to each Giftmakers family.

Thanks to partnerships with the com-
munity, Giftmakers has been housed at 
several locations over the years, includ-
ing the Western Washington Fairgrounds, 
old Hi-Ho Shopping Center (now Fred 
Meyer), South Hill Mall, Good Samari-
tan Hospital Pioneer campus, First Pres-
byterian Church, and its current location 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church across 
from Puyallup High School.

Hansen, the founder of the program and 
its coordinator, said, “It is hard to believe 
that a gift-giving program that I started 25 
years ago as a student leadership program 
continues to remain a viable program. 
While this program has provided holiday 
gifts for many families, it has also pro-
vided years of heart-warming memories 
to those of us who work in the program. 
Thanks to the support of this very gener-
ous community, we are able to continue 
to make the holidays a little brighter for 
many of our school district families.”

They stand at the school’s front entrance 
in the morning high-fi ving students as they 
arrive on campus.

They visit with students at lunch, walk 
through the halls during passing peri-
ods, and stop into classrooms regularly 
throughout the day.

They can be seen on the sidelines at athlet-
ic events after school, sometimes cheering 
as loud as the students while wearing their 
Rogers Rams T-shirts and sweatshirts.

“They’re awesome,” said Associated 
Student Body (ASB) President Kayla 
Nawrocki. “They have had to make a huge 
transition into this school, and they are do-
ing it wonderfully. They are working hard 
to keep the spirit and culture at Rogers the 
same as it always has been.”

Rogers High Principal John Bustad and 
the school’s three assistant principals, Lori 
Hadley, Guy Kovacs, and Willie Stewart, 
Jr., make up the school’s new administra-
tion this year.

After a few weeks on the job, all four 
administrators sat down together to refl ect 
on the start of school and their plans for 
this school year.

“Our learning curve has been steep,” 
Bustad said. It was important to all four of 
them, he said, to try and learn the names 
of the more than 150 staff members and 
1,750 students as quickly as possible.

“Everyone has been so welcoming 

New Rogers High leaders immerse themselves on campus
— that’s the character of this school,” he 
said.

In the days leading up to the start of 
school, the four new administrators helped 
the student-led Ram Crew leadership team 
plan sophomore orientation. They showed 
up early in the morning to help set up, and 
then barbecued hundreds of hot dogs for 
the incoming tenth graders.

They have since spent time getting to 
know their colleagues, including attend-
ing regularly scheduled staff meetings and 
gathering more informally, such as sharing 
ice cream sundaes one day after school. 

Ten staff members also joined the new 
administrators in August at a profes-
sional learning communities conference in 
Seattle.

Kovacs said of the staff, “There is a lot of 
history and pride in this place. They are 
very kid-centered.”

One of the fi rst changes students noticed 
when they walked on campus in Septem-
ber was improvements to the buildings 
and grounds.

Over the summer, Bustad arranged for the 
school to get a facelift. Bricks on build-
ings were pressure-washed, trees and 
bushes were trimmed, sod was planted 
along walkways, building trim was 
painted, and new bark was spread around 
the courtyard and along other school 
pathways.

Rogers High Booster Club member 
Demetria Zuniga, whose daughter is a 
senior and who oversees club concessions, 
praised the new administration.

“The transition has been very smooth,” 
she said. “They have been supportive of 
our back-to-school night, the sophomore 
orientation, and other school activities. It 
seems like they are really making an effort 
to reach out to the kids.”

John Bustad

Being named principal at Rogers High 
is like “coming home,” Bustad said. He 
began his education career at Rogers High 
in 1969 as a social studies teacher and has 
also served in past years as its assistant 
principal and co-principal.

The rest of his 42-year career has been 
spent working as a principal at Ballou, 
Kalles, Stahl, and Edgemont junior high 
schools, as well as an assistant principal 
at Ballou Junior High. He spent the past 
three years as the Edgemont Junior High 
principal.

Bustad was greeted by familiar faces 
when he arrived on campus this year, 
including some of his former Stahl Junior 
High students who are now seniors. 

The educational goal this year is clear, 
said Bustad, the father of three grown 
children who graduated from Puyallup 
High.  “Our number one focus is to con-

tinue to improve student learning.”

The new principal said he asks teachers 
to think about four things when they start 
class each day: What are you going to teach 
today? How will you know if students 
learned it? What do you do if students 
don’t learn it, and what if they already 
know it when they walk in the room?

“Rogers is a great school,” he said. “We 
want to be in conversations across the 
country when people are talking about the 
best schools.”

In reference to the “Can’t Stop That Blue 
Train” spirit cheer at Rogers High, Bustad 
summarized the opening of school by say-
ing, “We have jumped on the train and are 
looking forward to leading students in the 
right direction together.”

Lori Hadley

Hadley comes to Rogers with extensive 
experience in curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment. She oversees those same areas 
at Rogers High.

Most recently, Hadley served as assistant 
principal at Puyallup High School, where 
she worked since 2007. Before that, she 
served as a director of student learning 
for the district and as a building learning 
specialist, teacher, and an administrative 
assistant at Aylen Junior High.

As part of her work in instruction, Hadley 

Rogers High Assistant Principal Willie Stewart, Jr. (center) 
greets sophomore Isaac Bell, a former student of his from Ballou 
Junior High, on the fi rst day of school. Principal John Bustad is 
on the left. continued on page 11 

New Rogers High administrators (from left): Principal John Bustad 
and Assistant Principals Willie Stewart, Jr., Lori Hadley, and Guy 
Kovacs.

January 15 is the next deadline to 
submit an application to be tested for 
the QUEST program for highly capable 
students. The application is on the dis-
trict website and is accepted four times 
each year, with additional due dates on 
May 15, August 15, and  September 15.

QUEST testing

Karshner Museum 
sets 2011-12 events
“Ideas, Creativity, and Inventions” is 
the theme for this year’s Family Days at 
the Karshner Museum.

Family Days are held from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on the fi rst Saturday of every 
month, except in April when there is no 
Family Day scheduled.

New this year are “Evenings at the Mu-
seum,” a series of fi ve evening events. 
See a complete schedule and descrip-
tion of the activities on the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.
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year, she invites former Puyallup High 
Daffodil contestants, as well as Henry, to 
mentor the aspiring princesses.

Last month, Henry helped coach this 
year’s eight nominees. She helped them 
polish their interview skills and posture 
and provided tips on how to battle nerves.

“She is really easy to talk to,” Daffodil 
nominee Aly Stockslager said during 
a rehearsal. “She understands what we 
are going through because she has been 
through this.”

Ballard met Henry in the teen’s sophomore 
year of high school after the school nurse 
asked if she could help mentor the girl.

Henry had fallen behind in school after 
a month-long hospitalization and three-
week recovery from orthostatic hypoten-
sion — a form of hypotension in which 
a person’s blood pressure suddenly falls 
when the individual stands up or stretches.

“I saw that what she really needed was to 
build her confi dence,” Ballard said.
Ballard encouraged her to try out for the 
dance and cheer teams. Henry made both 
teams and was a dance lead at competition.

When it came time for seniors to apply 
for college, Ballard said she asked Henry, 
‘Where are you going to college?’ She 
said, ‘College is for rich girls.’ I said, ‘No, 
college is for you.’”

After numerous rejection letters, Henry 
was accepted and given a two-year 
scholarship to California State University, 
Sacramento.

Repeat pageant winner 

During her second year of college, as her 

award money was running out, Henry 
saw a poster on campus advertising a way 
to earn scholarships by competing in the 
Miss America pageant program.

Henry competed in and won the Miss Sacra-
mento County pageant three years ago and 
went on to claim the Miss Southland (South-
ern California pageant) title a year later.

She was fourth runner-up for Miss Cali-
fornia, and then returned to Washington 
where she won Miss Columbia Basin in 
2010 and Miss Eastside earlier this year. 
Both state pageants are open to contes-
tants who live anywhere in Washington.

Ballard helped by coaching Henry with her 
choreography and providing her with eve-
ning gowns and other attire to wear on stage. 
Johnson, her junior high orchestra teacher, 
let Henry borrow her electric violin to fi ddle 
with at two of the California pageants. 

“I was glad when I could be of some small 

help to her in her quest,” Johnson said. “I 
am so very proud of all that she has ac-
complished and am especially proud that 
she stayed with the fi ddling and chose to 
use her talent at it in such a positive and 
creative way.”

Henry graduated from college in January, 
2009 with a bachelor’s degree in Intercul-
tural/International Communication and 
Organizational Communication. After 
graduation, she moved back to Edgewood.

Puyallup homecoming

Several of her former teachers attended 
her homecoming celebration in August at 
the Liberty Theatre after she won the Miss 
Washington title.

“Brittney was always a hard worker and 
a fi ne violinist,” said her high school 
orchestra director, Todd Giltner. “She is 
quite passionate about what she believes 
to be right.”

Brooks Hazen, her ninth-grade Wash-
ington state history teacher at Edgemont 
Junior High, added, “What I remember 
most about her is that she was passionate 
about orchestra and extremely friendly to 
students and staff. Now that I have read 
her story, understanding the things that 
were going on in her life at that time, I am 
so impressed by her desire to be the very 
best at whatever she sets her mind to.”
 
Her mother, Kellee Henry, refers to her 
daughter’s teachers throughout elementa-
ry, junior high, and high school, as “great 
leaders and great mentors.”

Since being crowned Miss Washington, 
Henry’s appearances have included 
judging the Bite of Seattle, appearing at 
Zoobilee in Tacoma, and fl ying to Florida 
to support the Miss America Outstanding 
Teen Pageant.

The Edgewood City Council proclaimed 
July 26 Brittney Henry Day, and the 
Puyallup City Council issued a similar 
proclamation for October 4.

She was also selected as the Grand Mar-
shal of this year’s Puyallup Rodeo Parade 
and opened one of the rodeos by playing 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” on the violin.

Henry’s platform is to promote higher 
education for low-income students. She 
serves as the social media coordina-
tor with the eastern Washington-based 
Northwest Learning Achievement group, a 
college outreach program for under-repre-
sented students.

While the Miss America pageant is in her 
immediate future, Henry said she plans 
to attend the University of Washington 
to earn a master’s degree in secondary 
education.

“Compassionate teachers were the ones 
who made a signifi cant impact on my 
personal journey,” she said. “I would like 
to be the same for other students.”

Graduate vies for 
Miss America title
continued from page 7

Miss Washington Brittney Henry coaches this year’s Puyallup 
High Daffodil princess nominees (from left) Kelsey Pollard, Aly 
Stockslager, and Mackenna Krohn.

continued from page 4

Online learning Committee identifi es facility needs through 2024
School facility and technology needs for 
the next 12 years will be outlined in a 
draft report that will be submitted next 
month to the Puyallup School Board.

The report will be the culmination of six 
months of intensive work by a 16-member 
Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee 
(CFAC), made up of educators, students, 
parents, and other community members. 
Nine school district administrators serve 
as non-voting supporting members.

The recommended projects will be 
divided into three, four-year increments, 
with the most pressing needs listed in 
2012-2016.

Throughout the process, committee 
members have been mindful that there is 
another study committee this year that is 
exploring the idea of switching to a K-5, 
6-8, and 9-12 grade level confi guration in 
this district.

The CFAC report will address facility 
needs if the district moves to a middle 
school grade confi guration, as well as op-
tions if it keeps its existing grade structure. 
Members have also studied whether the 
district should build a fourth comprehen-
sive high school or expand the three exist-
ing campuses.

The committee was tasked with consider-
ing new construction, program improve-
ments, remodels/replacements, life cycle 
improvements (improvements done prior 
to a complete remodel or replacement of a 
building or site), purchasing and/or iden-
tifying properties as surplus, and school 
consolidations.

Recommendations to the board will be a 

critical piece of information that will be re-
viewed by a Bond Advisory Committee the 
next time the district proposes a school bond 
or levy, said Rudy Fyles, executive director 
of education support and operations.

The CFAC has kept an aggressive meeting 
schedule this fall, gathering one night ev-
ery week to hear reports, review informa-
tion, and discuss recommendations.

“We are going very in-depth,” said co-
chair Brandi Greene, a senior at Rogers 
High. “There is more information than I 
ever thought we would have received.”

Greene and co-chair Josh Gross, a senior 
at Emerald Ridge High, have attended 
nearly every committee meeting, includ-

ing a three-hour school bus tour of the 
district in August.

On the tour, committee members saw the 
changing landscape between dense, urban 
areas on the south end of the district to 
more sprawling, rural communities on the 
north side. 

Director of Facilities Planning Brian 
Devereux handed members two maps, 
one showing how many students live 
in the district’s six geographic regions 
and another illustrating planned housing 
developments.

Puyallup is the ninth largest school district 

continued on page 12

A committee tasked with identifying facility and technology needs 
over the next 12 years walks through the entrance to Glacier View 
Junior High during a three-hour school bus tour of the district.

to graduate in June, if not earlier.”

Since he started last semester, Simonsen 
has taken junior English, American his-
tory, consumer math, life skills, and an 
introduction to online learning.

One thing the teen said he couldn’t bear 
to give up on campus was band. He 
has played in school bands since fourth 
grade, is skilled at the clarinet, piano, 
guitar, and saxophone, likes to compose 
songs, and enjoys participating in the 
Viking pep band at football and basket-
ball games.

He also traveled through Europe at the 
end of his ninth grade year with the Wash-
ington Ambassador of Music program.

“I know that for Jared, music is more 
than just a hobby,” said Puyallup High 
band teacher, Eric Ryan. “It grounds 
him. It’s an emotional release. We all 
need that.”

Ryan continued, “For Jared, the fl exibil-
ity of the Online Academy allows him 
to be successful academically and con-
tinue pursuing his passion of music.”

After graduation, Simonsen plans to go 
to Clover Park Technical College and 
study to be a phlebotomist.

Students interested in enrolling in or 
learning more about the Puyallup Online 
Academy may contact Education Spe-
cialist Jim Clifton at (253) 435-6787 or 
e-mail him at puyalluponlineacademy@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. The enrollment ap-
plication is also on the district website.
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up or down Meridian Street from the top to the bottom 
of the hill.

If a bus, for example, is stopped on Meridian Street in 
the right lane on the way down the hill, all cars travel-
ing in the same direction behind it, both in the same 
lane as the bus and in the adjacent lane immediately 
next to the bus, must stop. Motorists driving up the hill 
in the opposite direction of the bus do not need to stop. 

Tip to remember

When a driver gets confused about when to stop, Mc-
Daniel said it is easy to remember that the fl ashing red 
lights, stop paddle, and crossing arm control the traffi c 
lane that the school bus is in and the lane directly next 
to it.

Fines for drivers ignoring school bus red lights can be 
$300 or more.

Amber warning lights

Lights blinking in an alternating amber pattern help 
signal students and motorists that a bus is preparing to 
stop.

Bus drivers engage their amber lights between 100 
and 300 feet from a bus stop on roads marked with 35 
mph speed limits or less. They turn on the amber lights 
between 300 and 500 feet on roads with speed limits 
above 35 mph.

When they arrive at the bus stop, drivers switch from 
amber to red lights indicating a stop.

Tammy Sutton, the school district’s driver trainer, rec-
ommends motorists slow down, proceed with caution, 
and be prepared to stop when they see a school bus 
turn on its amber lights.

teams with colleague Willie Stewart, Jr. to 
oversee the school’s Advancement Via Indi-
vidual Determination (AVID) program.

She said she plans to spend considerable 
time in classrooms this year observing 
student learning and supporting a school 
culture where learning is the focus.

“What has really stood out for me is how 
everyone has been so welcoming,” she said. 
“People are going out of their way to say, 
‘We’re happy to have you here.’ This is go-
ing to be a great year.”

Hadley has four grown children, including three 
who are Puyallup High School graduates.

Guy Kovacs

Kovacs, who oversees school activities, left 
his job as principal at Edgerton Elementary 
School to accept the assistant principal role at Rogers 
High.

He has also been a principal at Firgrove and Waller Road 
elementary schools; a teacher at Wildwood Elementary, 
Kalles Junior High, and in China; and a Puyallup School 
District curriculum specialist.

His goal this year, he said, is to “be visible and to make 
connections with students, including new kids who aren’t 
yet connected to campus.”

Kovacs contacted student leaders shortly after he was 
selected as an assistant principal. He arranged several 
summer meetings with the school’s ASB leadership and 
junior and senior class offi cers.

“I asked them, ‘What are your hopes and dreams for this 
year?’” Kovacs said. “Whether it was spirit days, assem-
blies, or their Homecoming dance, I wanted to make sure 
things went as the students had planned.”

Kovacs is the father of two children, one who is a junior 
at Rogers High and another who is in ninth grade at Bal-
lou Junior High.

He said he looks forward to “celebrating kids and their 
successes, knowing that looks different for each student.”

Willie Stewart, Jr.

Stewart is responsible for the school’s athletics and Ca-
reer and Technical Education (CTE) programs and works 
alongside Hadley to oversee AVID.

He comes to Rogers High after having served three years 
as assistant principal at neighboring Ballou Junior High. 
Many of his former junior high students are now passing 
him in the halls at Rogers High, he said.

Before coming to Puyallup, Stewart worked 19 years in 
the Clover Park School District, including the role of an 
administrative assistant at Lakes High School. He has a 
daughter in ninth grade at Wilson High School in Tacoma.

Stewart said he is eager to work with educators at Ballou 
and Stahl junior high schools, which are both in the Rog-
ers High attendance area, to help students make a smooth 
transition into high school.

On the fi rst day of school, and with a map of the campus 
in hand, Stewart guided lost students to class, greeted 
others as they arrived, and fl ashed a big smile as former 
Ballou Junior High students rushed up to greet him.

“I’m excited to be here,” he said. “I feel comfortable 
knowing that our staff is working together on wanting to 
do what’s best for our students every day.”

Rogers High leaders
continued from page 9

Bus safety tips
continued from page 7

Bus inspection yields 
improved passing rates
Nearly 100 percent of school buses and district vehi-
cles met safety standards during an extensive three-day 
Washington State Patrol inspection in August.

Of the 180 school buses and 19 
district vehicles examined, 97 
percent passed inspection, said 
Cathy McDaniel, director of trans-
portation. 

The results refl ect the highest sum-
mer inspection passage rate in the 
last three inspections, edging up 
three percentage points from last 
year and 10 percent from the 2008-
09 school year.

Five buses were placed out of service for issues rang-
ing from an inoperable crossing arm to a loose suspen-
sion U-bolt.

District mechanics fi xed these items immediately, 
presented the buses to the state patrol for re-inspection, 
and returned the buses to service while inspectors were 
on site, she said.

Inspectors also noted repairs needed in 46 of the buses, 
including holes in seats, faded body paint, and inoper-
able emergency exit buzzers. The majority of these 
items, which are not deemed severe enough to pull a 
bus out of service, have also been repaired, McDaniel 
said.

The state patrol inspects district buses twice a year 
— the full operating fl eet in summer during a planned 
inspection, and about 25 percent of the buses during 
an unannounced winter inspection sometime between 
November and March.

“We still have our eyes on 100 percent,” McDaniel said. 
“I believe with the efforts of our team, we will get there.”

McDaniel assumed the role of director of transporta-
tion in March 2010.

Since then, internal processes have been reviewed and 
a plan developed to continue to improve on bus inspec-
tions and, more importantly, assure that students are 
transported safely every day of the year, she said.

Backpacks, binders, crayons, glue sticks, scis-
sors, and colored pencils are among more than 
$21,000 worth of school supplies donated this 
fall by area businesses, service organizations, 
and individuals.

The amount received is an all-time high for 
Communities In Schools of Puyallup (CISP), 
which has partnered with the school district 
the past six years to coordinate the drive for 
students in need.

There were enough donations this year to send 
school supplies to each of the 32 schools in 
the district.

Kim Lintott, chair of the CISP Board of Direc-
tors, shared about the record-high supply drive 
with the Puyallup School Board in September.

Lintott, who also serves as vice president of 
fi nancial affairs and professional services with 
MultiCare Good Samaritan Hospital, gave 
examples of the outpouring of donations.

For the second year in a row, Red Canoe Cred-
it Union coordinated a “Fill the Canoe” school supply 
drive at its Puyallup location and at various drop-off sites 
in the community, including the South Hill Mall.

The drive brought in 1,438 pounds of school supplies, 
and Red Canoe Credit Union matched donated supplies 
pound for pound.

The board gave special thanks to Bridget O’Connor, 
business development specialist with Red Canoe Credit 
Union, for the company’s continued support of the drive.

Costco has also contributed annually to the drive, and this 
year was no exception. The company donated 450 back-
packs in bright colors and prints to Wildwood Elementary 
School. The backpacks, valued at $7,650, were offered to 

students regardless of income needs.

Numerous other local companies, faith-based organiza-
tions, and individuals also contributed to the success of 
the drive, said Jan Mauk, CISP program coordinator.

Staff and students at the Puyallup Youth Investment Cen-
ter also helped sort the school supply donations with like 
items grouped together in boxes. Mauk said their help 
was critical to getting the items distributed in a timely 
manner to the schools.

“Through the generous outpouring of support from our 
community, we were able to supply hundreds of students 
with the basic supplies they need to achieve in school,” 
Mauk said.

School supply donations top $21,000

Wildwood Elementary kindergartner Chris Kantinti 
(wearing white and black backpack) visits with 
classmate E’Lyric James as they wait to board the 
school bus. Costco donated 450 backpacks, which 
were handed out to Wildwood Elementary students 
regardless of need. 

Rogers High Principal John Bustad (right) and Assistant 
Principal Guy Kovacs wear their Rogers spirit gear during 
a recent school football game at Sparks Stadium.

Cathy 
McDaniel
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in the state based on its enrollment 
of more than 20,500 students. Geo-
graphically, the district encompasses 55 
square miles.

Since the tour, the committee has 
listened to guest speakers, poured over 
maps, and read reports about enroll-
ment projections and demographics.

Members have also learned about dis-
trict-owned properties, potential sites to 
build a fourth high school, options for 
expanding existing high schools, dis-
trictwide technology projects, remodel 
and/or school replacement projects, 
school boundaries, high school master 
plans, portable 
classrooms, and 
program needs 
specifi c to special 
education.

Last month, the 
committee met for a 
fi ve-hour workshop 
to map out a 12-year 
plan of the most 
pressing facility and technology needs.

Greene said she appreciates that the 
district selected students to serve as 
voting members. Classmate Isiah How-
ell is also serving as a member.

“I really feel like we have had a voice 
on the committee,” Greene said. “They 
are listening to what we have to say, 
taking the information, and using it in a 
positive way.”

Committee identifi es 
facility needs
continued from page 10

 
Upgrades to the Emerald Ridge High 
track and fi eld, including artifi cial fi eld 
turf, lights, additional bleachers, a sound 
system, a digital scoreboard, and a press 
box are nearing completion this month.

Aluminum bleachers designed to seat 
561 fans on the north side of the fi eld, as 
well as an 8 x 12-foot enclosed press box 
that will be built on a podium behind the 
bleachers, are expected to be installed by 
the middle of this month.

Lights installed around the fi eld were 
turned on for the fi rst time on October 18, 
and the fi rst junior varsity football night 
game was played a week later.

The lights can be programmed to turn on 
and off automatically to match the fi eld 
schedule.

Completion of the track upgrades, which 
include resurfacing and restriping the 
surface, are dependent on weather and be-
ing able to close the fi eld for three to four 
days while the work is done.

If the work is not completed this fall, the 
project will likely wait until spring when 
temperatures are warm enough to recoat 
the existing surface, said Mike Meadows, 
director of construction.

Meanwhile, students participating in 
football and soccer, as well as physical 
education classes, are using the new fi eld 
daily.

One of the major components of the 
improvement project is a new synthetic 
artifi cial turf surface, similar to the Sparks 
Stadium fi eld in downtown Puyallup.

The turf replaces a grass fi eld that had ruts 
and divots, threadbare grass in places, and 
was prone to puddles and other standing 
water problems during rainy weather, said 
Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, 
and fi tness.

“The new fi eld is gorgeous,” Wells said. 
“It is beautifully designed.”

Both Emerald Ridge and Rogers high 
school students have been using the fi eld 
since school opened to practice and play 
junior varsity and varsity girls soccer 
games and junior varsity football. The 
varsity football team uses the fi eld for 

practice only and plays home games at 
Sparks Stadium.

Emerald Ridge High physical education 
classes have also been some of the fi rst 
to use the new surface, which features a 
large “ER” logo in black, green, and white 
in the center of the fi eld.

The $2.5 million of track and fi eld 
improvements are funded through state 
matching funds collected through the vot-
er-approved 2004 school bond measure.
State law requires that matching funds be 
used for capital, or construction-related, 
projects.

Emerald Ridge fi eld project nearly complete

Emerald Ridge High School girls soccer players practice on new 
artifi cial fi eld turf installed over summer. The turf is among several 
improvements to the school’s fi eld and track.

High schools throughout the district are 
celebrating the success this fall of 77 
Puyallup School District students named 
Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive 
Award recipients.

The Puyallup students make up more 
than a third of the 201 student scholars 
throughout Pierce County recognized for 
the honor by the Tacoma Urban League.

Each of the merit winners received 
certifi cates during recognition 
events scheduled last month 
at Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, 
and Rogers high schools.

The students also re-
ceived recognition and 
standing ovations during 
the annual Elizabeth 
Wesley Youth Merit 
Incentive Award Program 
ceremony held in Septem-
ber at Clover Park Technical 
College in Lakewood.

The Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit In-
centive Award Program recognizes and 
honors African-American youth in grades 
nine through 11 for academic excellence, 
community involvement, and good citi-
zenship.

The awards program is named for Eliza-
beth Wesley, a civic leader active in the 
founding of the Tacoma Urban League.

The league awards each of the student 
winners $350, and the Puyallup School 
District winners have their photos dis-
played each year at the South Hill Mall.

This year, the Tacoma Urban League also 
presented the fi rst-ever Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award to Puyallup School District 
Superintendent Tony Apostle.

Jim Walton, retired Tacoma city manager, 
called Apostle on stage at the annual 
awards ceremony in Lakewood and pre-
sented him with a wooden plaque.

Walton recognized Apostle for his years 
of support to public education and listed 
many of the Puyallup School District 
accomplishments that occurred during his 
tenure as superintendent.

“He is a true believer in working 
with the community,” Walton 

said.

Walton also highlighted 
and thanked Apostle for 
the school district’s sup-
port of the Elizabeth Wes-
ley award program.

The number of Puyallup 
scholars recognized by the 

program has grown from 
14 in 2006 to 77 students 

this year — the most students 
honored from any of the participating 

school districts.

“That is an outstanding record,” Walton 
said.

Names and group photos of this year’s 
77 Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incen-
tive Award recipients are on the district 
website.

Principals, assistant principals, and other 
school district administrators raised more 
than $14,000 this year to support the an-
nual Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incen-
tive Award program.

Read more on the Puyallup School Dis-
trict website about how and why admin-
istrators raised money for the program 
again this year.

With an increasing number of students 
falling into poverty at their school, 
Wildwood Elementary School staff 
members took their fi rst-ever fi eld trip 
last month to two community agencies 
that serve local families in need.

Nearly 30 teachers and several support 
staff toured St. Francis House and the 
Puyallup Food Bank in downtown 
Puyallup.

“We have a heart for these kids and their 
families, and this will help us to be a bit 
more involved in the challenges they 
face,” said Vicki Egeland, a paraeducator 
who helps students struggling in reading 
and math.

Wildwood Elementary has more than 50 
percent of its students who qualify for 
the free or reduced-price school lunch 
program.

Wildwood Elementary staff tours 
agencies that serve needy families

They are often the same students, teach-
ers say, who show up to school without 
a coat on a cold day, without supplies 
on the fi rst day of school, and without 
proper fi tting shoes.

“I have had kids who tell me they 
will fi nish their homework when the 
electricity gets turned back on,” said 
Joan Stluka, a second-grade teacher 
who has worked at Wildwood Elemen-
tary the past 12 years. “The needs are 
increasing.”

Wildwood Elementary Principal Glenn 
Malone said teachers are already dis-
cussing possible ways the school can 
help support the two agencies through 
activities such as a toilet paper drive.

Read more about the trip and see ad-
ditional photos on the school district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Wildwood Elementary School teachers and some support staff  
tour St. Francis House in downtown Puyallup.

Junior high and high school scholars 
receive Elizabeth Wesley merit award

Brandi Greene


