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Committee recommends facility improvements through 2024
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Emerald Ridge High students gather in the Commons before the 
morning bell. A citizens committee reports a 400-student classroom 
wing needs to be built there to accommodate growth.

Public is invited to meet school superintendent fi nalists 

Superintendent search consultant Dennis Ray (speaking) visits 
with community members in December to learn what qualities they 
want to see in the next Puyallup School District superintendent. 

Building new schools, adding classroom 
space to existing schools, updating tech-
nology, and purchasing land for future 
growth are among pressing facility and 
technology needs a committee has deter-
mined the district should address over the 
next 12 years.

The Citizens Facilities Advisory Commit-
tee (CFAC), made up of students, commu-
nity members, and educators, concluded 
six months of intensive research last 
month when it submitted its report at a 
Puyallup School Board study session.

“Never before has the district had such a 
backlog of unrealized facility needs,” the 
report states.

The report goes on to say that it has been 
eight years since voters last approved a 
school bond or capital levy. Voters nar-
rowly rejected a bond measure twice in 
the 2007 elections. The community also 
rejected a bond and capital levy in the 
March 2009 election.

In addition to a pent-up demand of build-
ing facility projects, the report outlines a 
critical need to update technology for both 
students and staff. Most computers in use 
today were purchased seven years ago 
with money approved in the 2004 bond.

“The backlog of technology maintenance 
and replacement is rapidly approaching 
a tipping point after which all users will 
start experiencing unacceptable failure 
rates,” the report states.

Next steps

The school board took swift action in 
response to the committee’s report.

At the January 23 school board meeting, 
Executive Director of Education Sup-
port and School Operations Rudy Fyles 
provided a follow-up to the CFAC report, 
outlining possible next steps for the board 
to take.

“Time is of the essence when trying to 
get caught up on facility needs,” he said. 
“Preserving a possible February 2013 
bond or levy election date is essential.”

The board agreed and directed staff to 
research and report back this month about 
how the committee’s recommended proj-
ects might be funded.

Among other things, staff will research 

how the projects could be packaged in a 
school bond, a capital levy, or both; the 
district’s bonding capacity (the maximum 
dollar amount of bonds the school district 
can request that voters consider in an 
election); the district’s assessed valuation 
now and projections for the future; and an 
estimated tax cost per thousand dollars of 
assessed valuation for a proposed bond 
and/or levy package.

Once that information is gathered, the 
board also discussed the possibility of 
commissioning a Bond Advisory Com-
mittee, as has been done in past years, to 
develop a detailed bond or levy election 
proposal.

By creating a bond or levy package by 
early summer, the board would have the 
option of scheduling a bond or levy elec-
tion as early as spring 2013, Fyles said.

CFAC recommendations

The CFAC recommendations fi t into three 
planning periods: 0-4 years (2012-2016), 
4-8 years (2016-2020), and 8-12 years 
(2020-2024).

A copy of the committee’s 182-page re-
port, including specifi c recommendations 
listed in each of the three four-year plan-
ning periods, is on the district website.

Rogers High senior and committee 
co-chair Brandi Greene presented the 
committee’s fi ndings to the board along 

Community members are invited to meet 
fi nalists vying to become Puyallup School 
District’s next superintendent.

Each of the fi nalists will spend one day 
in the district touring Puyallup schools, 
meeting with district employees, inter-
viewing with the school board, and greet-
ing the public at community forums.

The community forums are tentatively 
scheduled on February 28, 29, and March 
1 at the district’s administrative offi ce on 
the corner of Second Street and Pioneer 
Avenue.

Times will be announced on the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The board held preliminary interviews with 
the selected candidates on February 15 and 
16. Directors were scheduled to meet in 

executive session on February 17 to narrow 
the choice to up to three fi nalists.

The school board has set a goal of hiring a 
new superintendent by March 30, 2012.

The search for Puyallup’s next superin-
tendent began last August when Tony 
Apostle announced he would retire, ef-
fective June 30.

Since then there has been extensive work 
to fi nd Apostle’s successor, and the board 
has made community involvement in the 
process a top priority.

In November, the public was invited to 
complete an online superintendent leader-
ship profi le survey. 

Superintendent search consultant Dennis 
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or e-mail hansenkm@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Karen Hansen

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Questions and complaints 
of alleged discrimination may be 
directed to Lorraine Wilson, assistant 
superintendent of human resources 
(253) 841-8764; executive director 
of diversity affairs (253) 840-8966; 
Title IX coordinator (253) 841-8785; 
Section 504 coordinator (253) 841-
8700.

Tony Apostle
Superintendent
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Investing in facilities and student success

The search for a new district superintendent

Greg Heath
President

its schools by newcomers and lifelong 
residents alike. The Puyallup School 
District service area is truly a wonderful 
place in which to reside.
  
Inevitably, the district and community 
must collectively and collaboratively pre-
pare for future student enrollment growth, 
modernize deteriorating facilities, and 
construct new schools and athletic facili-
ties to meet the challenges and benefi ts of 
educational reform. In order to provide the 
best education possible for our students, it 
is critically important to build new schools 
and modernize facilities to improve our 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics classrooms and programs. 
These improvements will prepare our 
graduating students to compete for admis-
sions to two- and four-year colleges and 
universities and become the best candi-
dates for high-paying jobs.

The district also needs to address build-
ing infrastructure inequities to remedy the 
imbalance of facilities at our high schools. 
Both Rogers and Puyallup high schools 
have fully operational swimming pools 

One of the key responsibilities of a 
school board is the hiring of a new 
superintendent. Our board protocol ef-
fectively details that we have one, and 
only one, employee who is tasked to run 
an organization that educates more than 
20,500 students in 32 schools on behalf 
of a district with more than 118,000 
residents. We expect our superintendent 
to be well versed in all aspects of public 
education, visionary, and astute in placing 
exceptional leaders in key positions. We 
expect our superintendent to be a “leader 
of leaders” and to direct and navigate our 
district through the myriad of require-
ments and regulations that control public 
education. We, as a board, take fi nding the 
right person very seriously. As you read 
this, we are processing candidates that are 
very interested in being our next superin-
tendent.

In order to attract excellent candidates, 
it was necessary to prepare a brochure to 
tell our story so that they could read and 
understand a little bit about what we have 
to offer. Reviewing that brochure makes 
one proud of our district, as it highlights 
many outstanding qualities and achieve-
ments. They include:

• Six of our schools have been 
named “Schools of Distinction,” 
representing the top fi ve percent of 
schools in the state demonstrating 
improvement in reading and math. 
We are tied for fi rst with Seattle 
this year in terms of the number of 
schools to receive this honor.

• 99 percent of our twelfth graders met 
or exceeded state standards in reading 
and writing.

• Nine consecutive clean audits have 
been received from the State Auditor’s 
Offi ce, which undertakes a detailed and 
exhaustive fi nancial review of our books 
each year. The clean audits validate 
the fi nancial controls we have in place 
and assure our stakeholders that public 
monies are being handled properly.

We are moving forward with important 
education initiatives regarding improve-
ments to our student assessment process, 
a study of our counseling programs and 
services, and the review of grade confi gu-
ration in our schools.

A change in leadership is part of any 
dynamic organization that has as long 
of a history as we do. I have greatly 
appreciated the work that Dr. Apostle 
has accomplished here in Puyallup over 
a career that will include eight years as 
superintendent and 22 years overall. I 
know he is fi nishing hard to make a great 
hand-off to his successor. We are in an 
excellent place, and although there are 
still issues ahead as there always will be, 
we know that this district will be a won-
derful opportunity for the right person 
who believes as strongly as we do about 
the Puyallup School District. After all, 
no other district can claim a more out-
standing staff, more engaged and caring 
parents, and, most of all, such fantastic 
students. 

Welcome to 2012, the school district’s 
158th year in existence, and the great 
hope within each of us that the economic 
conditions will soon improve. A strong 
economy will allow us to better attend 
to the fi nancial obligations and interests 
of our families and support the neediest 
individuals and nonprofi t human services 
organizations in our community.

Over the next several issues of Con-
nections, I plan to communicate in my 
Superintendent’s Message the present and 
future conditions of our school system and 
the decisions the voting public will make 
that will shape future opportunities for 
Puyallup’s children.

The district has submitted three school 
bond measures since 2007 to remodel 
existing facilities and build much-need-
ed new schools. Unfortunately, voters 
narrowly rejected the fi rst two bond 
measures in 2007, followed by an in-
crease in voter opposition with the next 
bond measure and a capital levy propos-
al in 2009. Major facility needs facing 
the district remain, however, as a signifi -
cant challenge affecting everyone in this 
community. How? People have been 
and continue to be attracted to Puyal-
lup because it is a great place to raise 
and educate their children. The district’s 
statewide reputation for high student 
achievement, quality schools, fi nancial 
accountability, high ethical standards, 
skilled staff, and varied student pro-
grams is the reason for a long-standing 
tradition of this community’s support for 

for athletic competition, community use 
for all ages, and physical therapy. Emerald 
Ridge High School was built without a 
pool. Community members and students 
would benefi t greatly from a new pool for 
interscholastic competition, therapy, and 
fi tness programs. With the ever-increas-
ing number of male and female athletes 
and the expansion of athletic programs, 
a second full-scale gymnasium and fi eld 
improvements are needed at all three com-
prehensive high schools. There are also 
many facility improvements needed at our 
existing elementary schools and a pressing 
need to build new elementary schools for 
future enrollment growth. In some areas 
of the district, small school consolida-
tion must be considered. The district also 
must explore the acquisition of additional 
school sites that do not presently have 
residences or businesses developed on the 
properties.

I believe in the public school system and 
consider it to be the single most demo-
cratic innovation in American history. 
America’s public schools have produced 
exceedingly great minds that have el-
evated this country to be a world leader in 
manufacturing, powerful military de-
fense, science technologies, engineering, 
medical research, innovative and effi cient 
organizational systems, and leadership 
practices. For the aforementioned reasons, 
it is my belief this community will uplift 
and decidedly support our students by pro-
viding the necessary fi nancial investment 
and the greatest educational support and 
career opportunities they deserve. 

School board elects new offi cers

Every year in December, the school board elects new offi cers for 
the coming year. This year’s board includes (from left) Director 
Pat Jenkins; Vice President Chris Ihrig; President Greg Heath; 
Legislative Representative Pat Donovan; and Director Dane 
Looker.
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Kindergarten registration begins March 20 

Students serve community through March Gladness

Waller Road Elementary kindergartner Sabrina That points to 
letters as the rest of the class, guided by teacher Lori Price, recites 
the alphabet.

Kindergarten registration begins the 
evening of March 20 for students who will 
enter the district for the fi rst time in fall 
2012.

Evening registration will be from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 20. Daytime 
registration begins on Wednesday, March 
21 and continues through the remainder of 
the school year. Check with local schools 
for daytime registration hours, as times 
may vary.

Parents of all students entering kindergar-
ten should register at their neighborhood 
school or at the school near their daycare 
center. Early registration is necessary to 
plan for appropriate staffi ng levels.

Kindergarten registration packets are 
available at elementary schools the week 
prior to registration but will not be ac-
cepted until registration begins.

The following are required at the time of 
registration:

•  Proof of the child’s birthday, such 
as a birth certifi cate. Children must 
be 5 years old on or before August 
31, 2012 to be eligible to register for 
kindergarten. The district does not test 
for early entrance.

•  Proof of address (recent utility bill, 
lease agreement, etc.).

•  Proof that the child has had the state-
required immunizations, including the 
dates given.  

Immunizations required by state law are 

listed on the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Required immunizations can be obtained 
from a family physician or by contact-
ing the Good Samaritan Mobile Health 
Service at (253) 697-4010.

Feeding the homeless. Picking weeds at a 
nursing home. Reading to children. Col-
lecting clothing and shoes for the under-
privileged. Raising money to fi ght cancer 
and heart disease.

Students of all ages throughout the district 
are giving countless hours of volunteer 
time to the above causes and more as part 
of the seventh annual March Gladness 
community service program.

The program, coordinated by Communi-
ties In Schools of Puyallup (CISP), began 
as a one-month community service effort 
each spring and expanded last year to 
include projects organized from January 
through March.

March Gladness has also grown in scope 
from several thousand students participat-
ing in the early years to more than 10,000 

actively involved last year, said CISP 
Executive Director Jan Mauk.

Spring Into Action

That number could more than double this 
year with the introduction of a weeklong 
“Spring Into Action” districtwide clothing 
drive March 12-16.

The drive is being coordinated by several 
school district administrators in partner-
ship with Tacoma Goodwill.

The goal, organizers say, is to collect gen-
tly used clothing and shoe donations from 
each of the more than 20,500 students and 
2,700 employees in the district’s schools 
and support buildings.

The community can also give to the 
project by dropping off donations at their 
neighborhood schools or at the district’s 
administrative offi ce on the corner of Pio-
neer Avenue and Second Street in down-
town Puyallup.

Tacoma Goodwill has coordinated the 
Spring Into Action drive in recent years in 
other neighboring school districts.

Soles4Souls shoe drive

A similar effort to help those less fortunate 
was organized last month at more than a 
dozen schools that participated in a Soles-
4Souls shoe collection project. 

Soles4Souls is a national nonprofi t orga-
nization that has given away more than 12 
million pairs of shoes the past fi ve years 
to people in need, especially to those in 
Third World countries.

Melanie Warren, who is past president of 
the Puyallup-Sumner Chamber of Com-
merce, asked the school district to help her 
meet a goal of collecting 20,000 shoes.

Thousands of shoes, including boots, 
fl ip-fl ops, tennis shoes, high heels, and 
slippers had been collected and sorted by 
students by January 31.

Many of the schools, including Ballou 
Junior High, have registered the shoe 
drive as one of their 2012 March Gladness 
projects.

Students in Heidi Zimmer’s fi eld inves-
tigations class, which coordinated that 
school’s collections, prepared the shoes 
for pick-up one afternoon by tying laces 
together on pairs of shoes or rubber-band-
ing those without laces.

Eighth grader Kayla Finch said, “I’ve 
always wanted to make a difference, and it 
feels good helping others, especially little 
kids who don’t have shoes.”

Principal Krista Bates added, “Any time 
you can help others, it’s a good thing for 
our kids to learn about community ser-
vice. And it’s not just our community, it’s 
the global community.” 

The thousands of shoes collected in Puyal-
lup schools by the middle of last month 
includes 875 shoes collected in November 
and December by Emerald Ridge High 
and Glacier View Junior High — the fi rst 
schools to get involved with the project.

Northwood Elementary also jumped on 
board with the collection last month, and 
Jennifer Doerr’s sixth-grade class took 
charge of organizing that school’s drive. 
In just fi ve days, the school collected more 
than 2,500 pairs of shoes.

Be the Change in 2012

The theme of this year’s March Gladness 
campaign is “Be the Change in 2012.” A 
20-member student committee made up 
of junior high and high school students 
meets throughout the year to coordinate 
and advertise the event.

“I think that March Gladness is really 
special because it brings people of all ages 
together for a greater cause,” said com-
mittee co-chair Marissa Fraser, a senior at 
Puyallup High.

Rogers High senior and committee co-
chair Allyssa Knutson added, “It’s helped 
me to grow as a person by participating 
in the different service projects. We are 
helping community members and learning 
from them at the same time.”

Fraser and Knutson encourage students 
and the community to become involved 
this year. “Anyone can do it, and anything 
is possible as long as you take action,” 
Knutson said.

To learn more about March Gladness and 
see a list of this year’s community service 
projects, visit www.marchgladness.org.

Ballou Junior High students (from left) Kayla Finch, Myla Sanchez, 
and Julian Myers sort shoes donated in the school’s Soles4Souls 
shoe drive.

Jan Mauk is the new executive director 
of Communities In Schools of Puyal-
lup (CISP).

Mauk joined CISP in 2005 as its pro-
gram coordinator. She has been func-
tioning as the organization’s acting 
executive director the past two years.

CISP partners with 
the school district 
to provide services 
such as Wednesday 
after-school pro-
grams and tutoring 
for struggling read-
ers. It also coordi-
nates events such as 
back-to-school sup-
ply drives, March 
Gladness commu-

nity service projects, and districtwide 
disaster relief collections.

The Puyallup offi ce is working to 
become a nationally accredited Com-
munities In Schools affi liate. Having 
a full-time executive director is one of 
the requirements for national accredi-
tation. 

Mauk is new CISP 
executive director

For the third consecutive year, the 
Puyallup School Board has been 
named a Board of Distinction in 
Washington.

The award, presented to directors in 
November, recognizes the work of 
board members who served during the 
2010-11 school year: Pat Donovan, 
Greg Heath, Chris Ihrig, Cindy Poys-
nick, and Diana Seeley.

Puyallup is one of only 16 school 
boards statewide to receive the 
honor this year from the Washington 
State School Directors Association 
(WSSDA).

The Board of Distinction program 
honors school boards that demonstrate 
effective use of the Washington School 
Board Standards.

The standards, developed and ad-
opted by WSSDA in 2009, promote 
researched-based governance practices 
that lead to high levels of student and 
district performance. 

Puyallup is awarded 
Board of Distinction 
for third straight year

Jan Mauk
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with Fyles. Emerald Ridge High senior 
Josh Gross also served as committee co-
chair.

Greene illustrated some of the challenges 
of attending school on a crowded cam-
pus. She said it takes between 30 and 40 
minutes, for example, for students to drive 
out of the one senior parking lot exit at the 
end of the school day.

Crowded conditions also exist in the hall-
ways, she said, where students routinely 
bump shoulders during passing periods. 
The three student lunches, she said, are 
“jam-packed.”

Like Rogers High, crowded conditions 
also exist at Emerald Ridge and Puyallup 
high schools, which have more students 
enrolled than the campuses were built to 
serve.

Throughout their planning, the CFAC 
committee members have been mindful 
that there is another study committee that 
is exploring the idea of switching to a 
K-5, 6-8, and 9-12 grade level confi gura-
tion in this district.

As a result, the CFAC report recommends 
two scenarios: a list of facility needs for 
the 12 years if the district moves to a 
middle school grade confi guration, and 
another list of needs if it keeps its existing 
grade structure.

Some improvements, such as adding 
classroom space at the three comprehen-
sive high schools, updating technology, and 
upgrading elementary school food service 

areas, are repeated in both scenarios.

The committee recommends building a 
fourth comprehensive high school to al-
leviate the congestion if the board decides 
to move to a middle-school grade confi gu-
ration with four-year high schools. 

“The committee struggled with the fact 
that the district’s needs, in both scenarios 
in the fi rst planning period, were in excess 
of the bonding capacity (the maximum 
amount the district can ask voters to ap-
prove),” the report states.

In the fi nal analysis, the committee in-
cluded all of the projects “because this is 
a true refl ection of the district’s backlog 
of needs given the failure of the 2007 and 
2009 bond attempts.”

CFAC members were tasked last spring 

with considering new 
construction, program 
improvements, remod-
els/replacements, life 
cycle improvements 
(improvements done 
prior to a complete re-
model or replacement 
of a building or site), 
purchasing and/or 
identifying properties 
as surplus, and school 
consolidations.

The committee took a 
bus tour of the district, 
invited guest speak-
ers, pored over maps, 
and read reports about 
enrollment projections 
and demographics.

Members also met 
weekly this fall to 
learn about district-
owned properties, 

potential sites to build a fourth high 
school, options for expanding existing 
high schools, districtwide technology 
projects, remodel and/or school replace-
ment projects, school boundaries, high 
school master plans, portable classrooms, 
and program needs specifi c to special 
education.

Puyallup is the ninth largest school district 
in the state based on its enrollment of 
more than 20,500 students. Geographi-
cally, the district encompasses 55 square 
miles.

Superintendent Tony Apostle called the 
committee’s work “extraordinary” and 
said the report is one of the best he has 
seen in the district. He added it is unprece-
dented to have two students co-chair such 
a major district committee.

Committee outlines 
facility improvements
continued from page 1

Ray, of Northwest Leadership Associ-
ates, is leading Puyallup’s national 
search and shared results of the survey 
last month with the board.

More than 400 people took the survey, 
including parents, students, district em-
ployees, and community members.

Respondents rated a number of district 
characteristics as an “extreme” or a 
“defi nite” strength. High marks went 
to parent and community support for 
schools and kids, teachers and support 
staff in the schools, and high expecta-
tions for student achievement.

Participants also rated the importance 
of district challenges. Those that rose to 
the top include developing and main-
taining strong and effective working 
relationships with district employees 
and their unions, providing prudent 
fi scal management of district resources, 
and being visible regularly in schools 
and classrooms.

In the area of professional qualifi cations, 
survey takers noted it was “extremely 
important” that the next superintendent 
have prior experience as a classroom 
teacher. Other qualifi cations that topped 
the list included prior experience as a 
principal or building-level administrator, 
and demonstrated experience in school 
district fi nancial management.

Personal qualities that ranked high in 
importance include strong communica-
tion skills, a good listener, an open and 
accessible leadership style, and a will-
ingness to be an active, engaged part of 
the community.

Much of the survey information was 
used to help the superintendent search 
fi rm develop a superintendent’s search 
brochure, which was sent early last 
month to interested organizations and 
individuals nationwide in advance of 
the January 31 application deadline.

One month after the survey, the com-
munity was again invited during public 
forums to share their thoughts about 
qualities they are looking for in a super-
intendent. 

The public also played a key role dur-
ing this month’s preliminary interviews 
with selected candidates.

A Superintendent Search Observer 
Panel, made up of community members 
and district employees, observed each 
of the preliminary interview sessions 
and provided written input to the board 
on the candidates’ responses to each of 
the questions asked.

The district also invited all interested 
community members to be in the audi-
ence and listen to the preliminary 
interviews.

Superintendent search
continued from page 1

Educators earn 
national board 
certifi cation
Twenty-one Puyallup educators have 
earned national board certifi cation — 
one of the highest recognitions in the 
education profession — this past year.

The school board will recognize the 
educators on February 27. The meeting 
begins at 6 p.m. at Ballou Junior High 
School, 9916 136th St. E. in Puyallup. 
Their names are listed on the district 
website, and their photos will be dis-
played on the fi rst fl oor of the Educa-
tion Service Center.

Rogers High chief custodian Myong 
Ward, Karshner Elementary secretary and 
paraeducator Bert Hollis, and Communi-
cations Specialist Susan Gifford, are this 
year’s Classifi ed School Employees of 
the Year.

The three employees were selected for 
recognition following a nomination pro-
cess in which district staff and community 
members were invited to submit names for 
consideration.

The awards program recognizes the work 
of school and district classifi ed staff mem-
bers who have made a positive difference 
in their profession. The nomination form 
states they are employees “who consis-
tently demonstrate outstanding work 
performance, professional leadership, and 
collaboration.”

Myong Ward

The Rogers High School campus comes 
to life each morning with the arrival of 
Myong Ward.

Ward starts her day at 6:05 a.m. by 
unlocking the gates leading into campus, 
opening classroom buildings, and turning 
on lights in preparation for the arrival of 
more than 1,700 students and 150 staff.

As Facility Operations Manager, Ward is 
the school’s chief custodian. In addition 
to her own workday, she oversees seven 
other Rogers High custodians who work 
afternoon and evening shifts.

One of her fi rst morning duties is to dust-
mop the fl oor in the Commons, where 
students eat lunch. She also uses a blower 
to clean leaves off walkways, picks up 
garbage around campus, and sets up stu-
dent lunch tables.

Her regular duties are routinely inter-

rupted with calls on her two-way radio 
from employees reporting incidents rang-
ing from plumbing problems to classroom 
spills.

“Sometimes a classroom is too cold or a 
restroom is out of paper towels,” she said. 
“I evaluate the situation to see if I can fi x 
it. If not, I put in a work order.”

One recent morning, Ward was called 
to check on a leaky toilet in a portable 
classroom and an ink cartridge spill in the 
two-story classroom building.

Ward turned off the water to the toilet, 
which she determined needed further 
repair, and used a vacuum to clean ink 
powder that had spilled from a computer 
printer cartridge onto a classroom carpet.

At lunchtime, Ward moves quickly from 
table to table picking up garbage and emp-
tying and replacing nearby trash can bags 

— all the while greeting students with a 
smile and asking how their day is going.

She is quick to remind students to throw 
away trash in garbage cans. If a student 
tosses food from afar and misses, she 
politely, yet fi rmly, directs them to pick up 
the mess.

After lunch she sweeps and mops the 
edges of the Commons fl oor, completes 
paperwork, and checks in with afternoon 
custodial staff before she leaves at 2:30 
p.m.

“It is a feat to just keep this building 
clean, but to do it at the high level that 
Myong does is extremely impressive,” 
said Assistant Principal Guy Kovacs.

Kovacs continued, “Myong and her team 
work tirelessly to make this campus some-
thing the students, staff, and community 

Classifi ed Employees of the Year honored

continued on page 5

Rogers High Facilities Operations Manager Myong Ward visits with 
students (from left) Quentin Anderson and Shawn Hansen.

Rogers High senior Brandi Greene and 
Executive Director of Education Support and 
Operations Rudy Fyles share a report of school 
facility needs with the Puyallup School Board.
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can take pride in.”

Ward grew up in South Korea and moved 
to California in 1977. She came to Puyal-
lup 12 years later when her husband’s 
company transferred him to work in 
Sumner. 

Ward spent her fi rst 11 years as the night 
custodian at the district’s downtown 
administrative offi ces. She spent the next 
eight years as the Ridgecrest Elementary 
custodian before getting promoted to 
chief custodian at Rogers High in Octo-
ber 2010.

“Myong’s work speaks for itself,” said 
Rogers High teacher DeWayne Crust. 
“Our campus has never looked better. 
Even the tiny corners of the stairwells 
shine and the light fi xtures are dust-free.”

Ward, who has two adult children and 
one grandchild, said she takes pride in 
her work and enjoys working around high 
school students. “It makes me feel good 
when I see the clean buildings and the 
kids come into school.”

Tenth grader Garrick Sauders said he and 
other students appreciate Ward’s efforts. 
“She’s an awesome custodian.”

Bert Hollis

As a teacher’s assistant who helps lead 
small reading groups, Bert Hollis is the 
one struggling readers look to for help 
pronouncing a word or understanding 
a story.

As the Karshner Elementary offi ce sec-
retary, she is the fi rst person students and 
employees see in the morning and the one 
parents rely on throughout the day for 
school information.
 
“Bert handles each parent and student 
with grace, quiet confi dence, and a 

Having raised her three children just 
blocks from the school, Hollis knows the 
name of every student, as well as many of 
their parents.

“She is really good with kids,” said her 
co-worker, Offi ce Manager Nancy Oliver. 
“She is very positive with them and wants 
them to succeed and become independent 
learners.”

Hollis was hired as a substitute paraedu-
cator in 1993 and assigned to help as a 
recess playground duty. She took on the 
role permanently a year later, and then ap-
plied and was hired in 1996 for the offi ce 
secretary job.

As the front offi ce person, Hollis answers 
phones, greets visitors, and tracks student 
records such as classroom attendance, spe-
cifi c plans for students with special needs, 
and excused and unexcused absences.

As a Title 1 paraeducator, Hollis meets 
with small groups of students during 
classroom reading instruction. On a recent 
morning in a fi rst-grade class, she helped 
students sound out words and was quick 
to offer praise when they mastered their 
reading skills.

“You rock!” she told one student who read 
an entire storybook page without hesita-
tion.

Hollis attends summer trainings about the 
district’s reading materials to stay abreast 
of teaching content and instruction and 
then coaches and trains colleagues.

In addition to her regular work duties, Hol-
lis is well known among parents and staff 
for her organization of an annual school 
fundraiser in which parents spend a day 
scrapbooking. Proceeds benefi t sixth-grade 
events, including fi eld trips and students’ 
end-of-year celebration.

“She totally does it from the heart,” said 
sixth-grade teacher, Nancy Ellis. “She has 
helped send a lot of kids on fi eld trips who 
couldn’t otherwise afford it.”

Described by her peers as someone who 

Susan Gifford

Dashing from school to school, Susan Gif-
ford snaps photos and conducts interviews 
with students, teachers, volunteers, and 
parents throughout the Puyallup School 
District, capturing the stories about their 
programs and activities. 

Gifford then returns to her offi ce at the 
Education Service Center to write articles 
that paint a picture of the district’s events, 
programs, and individual successes.

Starting as a consultant in 2000, Gifford 
became the district Communications 
Specialist in 2003. She serves as editor, 
writer, and photographer for the Connec-
tions district newspaper, which is sent to 
48,000 residences and businesses. 

Gifford also designs, writes, and takes 
photos for brochures, special publications, 
and the district website and staff intranet.

In addition to her communications work 
with the district, Gifford has been active 
for many years as a Puyallup Giftmakers 
and Girl Scouts of Western Washington 
volunteer. She has also been a mentor to 
more than a dozen high school students 
working on completing their community 
service hours or job shadow — both 
high school graduation requirements.

Executive Director of Communications 
Karen Hansen described Gifford as a 
talented and visionary professional. 
“Every time she takes on a job, ev-
erything is done completely and accu-
rately.”

Gifford has helped the district excel 
with modern methods of communica-
tions. She converted the district’s twice-
monthly print newsletter, Board High-
lights, into an e-newsletter, which boasts 
more than 3,000 subscribers. She also 
designed and maintains the district’s 
Facebook and Twitter social media sites, 
which collectively claim about 5,000 
followers.

Vicki Egeland, a Wildwood Elementary 
paraeducator, nominated Gifford for this 
award. “Susan is not only the consummate 
professional,” Egeland said in her nomina-
tion, “but she also brings a heart full of 
caring and compassion to every story she 
covers.” 

Egeland related a trip in which Gifford 
accompanied Wildwood staff to tour St. 
Francis House and the Puyallup Food 
Bank. “It was clear that Susan embraced 
the mission of both of these outreach 
service facilities,” Egeland said. “She 
cares deeply about her colleagues and her 
community.”

Last year, Gifford wrote an article about 
homeless students in the district. “For 

Classifi ed Employees 
of the Year
continued from page 4

months after the story ran,” Hansen said, 
“I received comments from the public 
about how the story touched their hearts. 
That is what Susan does best…telling sto-
ries that make a difference.” This article 
went on to win state and national awards. 

“I can’t imagine any accomplishment 
more satisfying than educating the com-
munity about stories such as this,” Gifford 
said, “or any contribution greater than 
inspiring readers to take action in support-
ing their local schools.”

Gifford earned a bachelor’s degree in jour-
nalism from California State University, 
Northridge and interned during college as 
a Los Angeles Times reporter. She landed 
her fi rst newspaper job as a reporter with 
the Ashland Daily Tidings in southern 
Oregon and went on to be a reporter and 
bureau chief with the Press-Enterprise in 
Riverside, California.

Gifford and her husband moved to Puyal-
lup 25 years ago. Their two children at-
tended district schools from kindergarten 
through high school. 

“I love writing about and taking pictures 
of students in this district,” she said. “It’s 
a way I can give back for what my chil-
dren received as an education. I appreciate 
all of the wonderful stories I’ve been able 
to share.”

friendly smile,” said Principal Jeanie 
Schneider.

She is a veteran at the school, having 
worked there her entire 17-year career in 
the Puyallup School District. The mother 
of three also volunteered and served on 
the school’s PTA eight years before she 
was hired.

Hollis’s duties extend throughout the 
school and community. She oversees 
all schoolwide assessments and updates 
teachers with student scores. She man-
ages daily study hall and weekly after-
school detention, and she coordinates the 
school’s new rain garden —  the result of 
a successful grant application and part-
nership with the city and Pierce County.

takes initiative without being asked, Hol-
lis inspired the school last year to apply 
for a $10,000 grant to create two rain 
gardens on campus. She and her husband 
had already participated in a rain garden 
project in their own backyard and neigh-
borhood.

“I thought this would be a good learning 
experience for students and a way to help 
the environment,” she said.

The school won the grant, and students 
planted the gardens last fall in front of the 
school.

The reason she enjoys her job is simple, 
she said. “The kids. I do it for the kids,” 
she said. “It’s fun to touch their lives.”

Communications Specialist Susan Gifford interviews Meeker 
Elementary second grader Federico Vargas-Penalver about his 
art project, which is featured in this year’s Student Gallery on the 
district website.

Offi ce secretary and paraeducator Bert Hollis helps Karshner 
Elementary students learn vocabulary words. 

District leader wins 
national award
Chief Academic Offi cer Amy Eveskcige 
has joined an elite group of educa-
tors nationwide selected as University 
Council for Educational Administration 
(UCEA) Barbara L. Jackson Scholars.

Eveskcige received the honor last fall 
at the UCEA annual convention at the 
University of Pittsburgh.

The Jackson Scholars Network is com-
prised of graduate 
students of color 
who are studying in 
educational leader-
ship doctoral pro-
grams and who plan 
to enter the profes-
soriate. Eveskcige 
is a Puyallup Tribal 
Member.

The Puyallup educator is working on 
her doctorate through WSU. During her 
two years as a Jackson Scholar, she will 
work with a faculty mentor, have an op-
portunity to engage in professional de-
velopment activities, and be supported 
as she develops professional networks.

Amy 
Eveskcige

Gifford story by Teresa Stover
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Puyallup Schools Foundation: Encouraging education, one student at a time
For more than two decades, the Puyallup Schools Foundation has awarded thousands 

of dollars of scholarships to high school seniors to help them pursue post-secondary 
education.

The amount awarded has more than doubled in the past decade from $30,000 10 years ago 
to more than $71,000 in 2011.

The number of scholarships has also signifi cantly increased as more community members 
give to the Foundation to help students continue their learning beyond high school.

Last June, 66 students received money through the Foundation. Of those, 57 advanced 
to four-year colleges or universities, fi ve moved on to two-year community colleges, and 
four enrolled in vocational-technical colleges.

Donors give in a variety of ways, including memorials for loved ones, and gifts for special 
occasions such as birthdays or anniversaries.

Others donate money, sometimes anonymously, simply to support students, said Puyallup 
Schools Foundation President Gary Larson. Students apply for Foundation scholarships 
through their high school career and counseling centers.

While most of the scholarships are merit-based, the Foundation has worked in recent 
years to expand eligibility to recognize fi nancial need. The number of scholarships open 
to students pursuing community or vocational-technical colleges has also increased.

“Education is so important to broaden a student’s perspective on life,” Larson said. “We 
have kids who are destined to do good or great things for the country and our world.”

Tammy Sittnick
It has been 17 years since her high school 
graduation, but Tammy Sittnick remembers 
her reaction to receiving a $3,000 high 
school scholarship as if it were yesterday.

“Financially, I knew it would help defray 
my college costs,” said the 1995 Puyallup 
High graduate. “But beyond that, it felt 
profound to know there were people invest-
ing in me and my education.”

Sittnick was one of the fi rst students to 

As she pursued a history degree at Whit-
man College in Walla Walla, Sittnick said 
she felt a heightened sense of responsibility 
to her scholarship donor.

“Someone is investing themselves in you,” 
Sittnick said. “I had a responsibility to do 
right by her.”

Sittnick spent a semester of her junior year 
in college studying in France and a summer 
at American University in Washington, 
D.C. While there, she interned at the State 
Department.

cluded foreign governments 
and embassies.

She returned to Seattle four 
years later to pursue a law 
degree at the University of 
Washington, graduated with 
a JD degree in 2006, and was 
hired at Perkins Coie law 
fi rm in Seattle.

The former Viking focused 
on labor and employment 
law and represented national 
and international compa-
nies, including Boeing and 
Microsoft.

Last April, Sittnick moved 
into her most recent role as 
an attorney for Microsoft on 
the company’s main Red-
mond campus. She special-
izes in employment law and 
has done some pro bono 
work (free for those in need) 
representing juveniles in im-
migration proceedings.

Sittnick was among those 
who gathered last fall at 
Lyon’s graveside service in 
Puyallup.

“I am just so grateful for 
what she did and grateful for the opportu-
nity to have developed a personal relation-
ship with her.”

Sittnick also praised the Puyallup Schools 
Foundation for its work in helping to jump-
start students’ careers. “All of these efforts 
do matter,” she said. “It’s important work.”

Nikalas Conroy-Dillard
Nikalas Conroy-Dillard depended on schol-
arship money to go to college.

receive the Louise A. Lyon scholarship, 
created shortly after the Foundation formed 
in 1989.

The award is given annually to a graduat-
ing female from Puyallup High who plans 
to attend a community or four-year college 
and who is of “high personal character and 
scholastic aptitude.”

The donor, who died last September, 
moved to Puyallup in 1920, attended Spin-
ning School, and graduated from Puyallup 
High in 1930. She had a long career in in-
telligence, including overseas assignments 
during and after World War II. 

It was during her time in the nation’s 
capital that Sittnick met Lyon for the fi rst 
time. The two had corresponded frequently 
since Sittnick received the scholarship, and 
they arranged to meet over lunch once they 
learned they lived near one another.

“It was fascinating to meet her,” Sittnick 
said, “especially considering our mutual 
interest in international relations. She was a 
fascinating woman.”

After college graduation, Sittnick went to 
work as an adviser and consultant for a 
small international relations consulting fi rm 
in Washington, D.C. The fi rm’s clients in-

Thanks to several scholarships, includ-
ing one sizable amount from the Puyal-
lup Schools Foundation, the 19-year-old 
is pursuing a career in graphic design as 
a freshman this year at Pierce College in 
Puyallup.

“Without this scholarship, I would not have 
been able to go to Pierce,” Conroy-Dilllard 
said. 

The 2011 Puyallup High School graduate 
said he paid for his fi rst quarter of tuition 
and books with the $1,000 he received from 

the Dr. John Parrish Memorial Scholarship.

The scholarship is awarded based on scho-
lastic achievement, good character, and 
good citizenship.

Parrish and his wife, Ann, set up the schol-
arship shortly before his death in Novem-
ber 2003 — just one month after he was 
diagnosed with esophageal carcinoma.

Ann, a long-time volunteer with the Puyal-
lup Schools Foundation, said the family 
gave a $500 scholarship the fi rst year 

(2004) and $1,000 a year 
ever since. She and their 
six children each donate to 
the scholarship fund in lieu 
of buying holiday gifts for 
everyone in the family. 

“Their dad strongly believed 
in education, and so do I,” 
Ann said. 

She joined the Foundation 
the year it was formed and 
spent the next 20 years 
helping in roles including 
secretary, vice president, 
and chair of the scholarship 
committee. 

“It’s one of the most reward-
ing things I have ever done,” 
she said. “To see these young 
people come in to be inter-
viewed, and to see them so 
poised and with such positive 
attitudes, is the most gratify-
ing work ever.”

As Conroy-Dillard walked 
across the Pierce College 
campus last fall, he described 
his interests and his career 
plans.

The teen said he plans to 
spend his fi rst two years at Pierce College 
taking the prerequisite classes he needs to 
transfer to Pacifi c Lutheran University.

His passion for graphic design, he said, 
began when he attended Mt. View Elemen-
tary. Star Wars was gaining in popularity, 
and he remembers being fascinated by 
George Lucas’s digital effects.

This interest in graphic arts continued at 
Edgemont Junior High, where he enrolled 
in art classes and learned everything he 
could about color, design, perspective, 
and more.

In high school, Conroy-Dillard enrolled in 
the school’s Web design and digital photog-
raphy classes.

Conroy-Dilllard also designed several web-
sites, both for class assignments and for a 
community experience 
project.

He was recognized for 
his talents by being 
selected in his senior 
year to receive the Dan 
Vesey Memorial Art 
Scholarship.

Whether he is creat-
ing a new website for a 
client or developing a 
colorful advertisement, 
Conroy-Dillard said he 
enjoys the creativity and 
expression involved in 
graphic design.

He said he is grateful 
to the Puyallup Schools 
Foundation for providing 
the fi nancial assistance to 
help him move forward 
on his career path.

 “I worked hard in 
school, and this scholar-
ship made a difference 
in me making a smooth 
transition into college,” 
he said. 

Janelle Stavig
Not long after enrolling in her fi rst year of 
French as a tenth grader, Janelle Stavig was 
convinced she would study the language 
for years to come and make it part of her 
career path.

The sophomore not only excelled in the 
class — she loved speaking the language.

Even in that fi rst year of high school, 
Stavig began to plan for the day she would 
visit France and immerse herself in the 
language and culture.

She edged closer to fulfi lling her dream in 
her senior year when, just before gradua-
tion, she learned that she was the recipient 
of one of the largest fi nancial scholarships 
given through the Puyallup Schools Foun-
dation.

The 2007 Rogers High School graduate 
was selected to receive the $5,000 Gertrude 
Hansen-Kurt Bargmeyer Scholarship.

The scholarship, established by former 
Puyallup doctor Johann Duenhoelter, is 
given annually by the Foundation to a 
graduating senior in the Puyallup School 
District who has excelled in the study of 
foreign language during high school.

The recipient also is someone who plans to 
attend an American university-sponsored 
study abroad program as part the college 
curriculum “for the purpose of enhancing 
and continuing his or her study of foreign 
language, as well as his or her knowledge 
of the customs of the country in which he 
or she studies.”

This year marks the 10th anniversary since 
Duenhoelter started the scholarship in 
honor of two of his former Puyallup High 
School teachers.

Duenhoelter grew up in Germany, came 

to the United States in 1954 as Puyallup 
High’s fi rst foreign exchange student, and 
spent nearly two decades practicing medi-
cine. He opened his obstetrics and gynecol-
ogy practice in downtown Puyallup in 1979 
and delivered 4,800 babies by the time he 
retired in 1997.

He credits Hansen, who was his high 
school English and speech teacher, and 
Bargmeyer, who was director of guidance, 
for helping him to adjust to this country 
when he arrived in his senior year as a 
teenager from post-war Germany.

Duenhoelter kept in touch with Hansen 
until her death last year, and he continues 
to be friends with Bargmeyer. 

The former doctor is a worldwide traveler 
who speaks fl uent English and German, 
and some French and Spanish.

“I know how much my travel has en-
riched my own life, and I know how 
it can enrich students’ lives,” he said. 
“The scholarship and travel abroad will 
help them gain a deeper understanding 
of their language and, more importantly, 
an understanding for the culture of the 
countries they visit.”

Stavig traveled to France during her junior 
year at Pacifi c Lutheran University. She 
spent nearly four months living with a host 
family in Nantes, a city in western France.

During her time abroad, she took college 
classes in French literature, grammar, 
the European Union, and United States, 
French, and Israel relations.

Beyond her studies, she said, “I wanted 
to learn how families go about their daily 
lives and how France is interconnected 
with other European countries.”

Stavig graduated last May from Pacifi c Lu-
theran University with a degree in French 
and political science. She is seeking a 
job with an international consulate or the 
foreign service.

“I can’t express how grateful I am for the 
opportunities I was given,” she said. “I am 
so thankful to the doctor for making the 
scholarship possible.”

The Puyallup Schools Foundation is 
a nonprofi t organization that receives 
charitable, tax-deductible donations for 
the educational needs of Puyallup School 
District students.

The Foundation is operated by a 15-
member Board of Directors, made up 
of community volunteers and ex offi cio 
members who represent the Puyallup 
School District and its high schools.

Its members have the responsibility to 
manage the investment and distribution 
of available money to benefi t as many 
student scholars as possible each year.
Scholarships range from several hundred 
dollars to $5,000.

In addition to providing scholarships, 
the Foundation receives donations and 
administers grants for programs and proj-

Foundation facts

ects that enhance student learning.

The Foundation is an affi liate of Dollars 
for Scholars, a national network of commu-
nity-based scholarship foundations.

Making a Donation

The Foundation is set up to accept and 
manage assets including cash, appreciated 
securities, closely held stock, real property, 
and retirement funds.

Gifts can be designated for a general 
endowment fund, as a one-time or annual 

scholarship, or as a named endowed 
scholarship.

The Foundation invests and manages the 
funds, selects recipients if needed, and 
completes the paperwork necessary to 
transfer scholarship money to a school or 
college of the recipient’s choice. A list of 
2010-11 Foundation scholarships is on 
the school district website. 

For more information, contact the Puyal-
lup Schools Foundation at P.O. Box 55, 
Puyallup, WA 98371 or call President 
Gary Larson at (253) 848-1503.

Incorporated                1989

Current Assets   $2,080,000

Volunteer Board
Members                         15
    
2011 Recipients     66

2011 Scholarships
Awarded                 $71,100    

Puyallup Schools Foundation members meet last fall to discuss 
student scholarships and investments.

“I wanted to learn how families 
go about their daily lives and how 
France is interconnected with 
other European countries.”

Janelle Stavig

Puyallup High 2011 graduate Nikalas Conroy-Dillard was one of 66 students who 
received Puyallup Schools Foundation scholarships last June. He attends Pierce College in 
Puyallup and is pursuing a career in graphic design.

Puyallup High School 1995 graduate Tammy Sittnick (right) met 
her scholarship donor, Louise Lyon, for the fi rst time over lunch in 
Washington D.C. Sittnick earned a law degree and is an attorney for 
Microsoft in Redmond.

photo courtesy of Tammy Sittnick

Rogers High 2007 graduate Janelle Stavig stands in front of the Elephant of Nantes, 
one of the largest tourist attractions in western France. She spent four months 
studying abroad with the help of a Puyallup Schools Foundation scholarship.

photo courtesy of Janelle Stavig
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As a 15-year-old runaway living on 
the streets of Portland, the last thing 
Keri Lester thought she would face is a 
pregnancy.

After the reality of the news sunk in, she 
decided to do what was best for her and 
her baby’s future — abandon the life 
she was leading as a punk rocker, come 
home to Puyallup, get a job, and go back 
to school.

The once rebellious teenager, who called 
attention to herself at Aylen Junior High 
by talking in class, styling her hair in a 
Mohawk, and disconnecting herself from 
teachers, wanted nothing more than to 
turn her life around.

That she did.

After years of determination and hard 
work, the 1995 Walker High graduate now 
teaches at the very junior high where she 
rebelled as a ninth grader.

This is Lester’s ninth year teaching Eng-
lish, and she learned in November that she 
joins an elite group of educators nation-
wide who have earned the highest honor 
in the teaching profession — National 
Board Certifi cation.

She will be recognized, along with 20 
other district colleagues who earned the 
national honor, at the February 27 Puyal-
lup School Board meeting. The meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. at Ballou Junior High, 
9916 136th St. E. in Puyallup.

Excelling in high school

After returning home from Portland, 
Lester re-enrolled as a tenth grader at 

Walker High grad returns to teach at her junior high 

            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of 
Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ 
travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Aylen Junior High English teacher Keri Lester (right) discusses 
The Diary of Anne Frank with students (from left) Nicole Baker and 
Savannah Jarrett.

sophomore and junior year to stay ahead 
and didn’t miss a day of school when 
she gave birth to her baby girl over the 
Thanksgiving holiday break in the fall of 
her junior year.

On the days she had class, she brought her 
baby to a childcare center formerly run 
by the school district. Her father also took 
several weeks off of work to care for the 
newborn so his daughter could return to 
school.

Lester earned straight A’s in the fi rst 
semester of her senior year, fi nished the 
requirements for a Certifi ed Nursing As-
sistant license, and went to work at Valley 
Terrace Nursing Center in Puyallup.

Puyallup High and transferred a short 
time later to Walker High (then called 
Puyallup Alternative School). She said 
she felt more comfortable there as a 
pregnant teen.

“I needed to work and focus on school-
work and my child’s future,” she said. “I 
wasn’t into dating or sports or other social 
aspects of high school.”

Lester also enrolled in Running Start, a 
program where she could earn college 
credit by taking classes at Pierce College 
at night while attending Walker High dur-
ing the day.

The teen took summer school between her 

She asked the principal, Earlene 
Bogrand, to transfer her back to Puyal-
lup High. “I didn’t want my diploma 
to say I graduated from an alternative 
school,” Lester said.

Instead, Bogrand challenged Lester to stay 
and work on getting the school’s name 
changed as part of her senior culminating 
project.

With the help of fi rst-year teacher Colin 
Findlay, who still teaches at Walker High, 
Lester coordinated a naming committee, 
arranged for public hearings, and spoke 
before the school board. In the end, the 
board voted to change the name to E.B. 
Walker High School.

“Keri was the most driven student I had 
that year,” Findlay said. “Her desire to 
succeed has rarely been matched in all 
my years of teaching. She always took 
school seriously and was very mature in 
how she handled her multiple school and 
personal responsibilities. She showed 
what students can do when they really 
put their mind to it and decide to not let 
obstacles get in their way.”

Lester remembers Findlay for ingraining 
in students that failure is not an option. 
Rather, he teaches students it is merely a 
stepping stone to success.

Retired Walker High teacher Karla 
Kauzlarich is another educator Lester 
identifi es as being infl uential during her 
time at Walker High.

“She taught us that we could be parents, 
we could be students, and we could be 

continued on page 10

Meet Puyallup’s newly elected school board directors
With the search for a new superintendent 
and major education initiatives under way, 
Puyallup’s newly elected school board di-
rectors have hit the ground running since 
taking their oath of offi ce in December.

Chris Ihrig, Pat Jenkins, and Dane Looker 
are the newest members chosen to govern 
the ninth largest school district in the 
state. Each of them received the majority 
of votes cast in the November General 
Election.

The three directors join President Greg 
Heath and Legislative Representative 
Pat Donovan on the fi ve-member school 
board.

Chris Ihrig

Chris Ihrig begins his four-year elected 
position after having already served the 
past two years on the board. Ihrig was 
appointed in 2009 to fi ll a vacancy created 
when Kathy Affl erbaugh resigned.

This year, Ihrig takes on the additional 
role of board vice president. Directors 
unanimously elected him to the post dur-
ing their annual board reorganization in 
December.

The long-time Puyallup resident brings 
25 years of experience in human resource 
consulting. Ihrig is chairman and CEO of 
EDGE, a business management and hu-
man resources consulting fi rm in Tacoma. 
His work focuses on helping companies 
nationwide build high-performance orga-

nizations.

Before joining 
EDGE in 2010, 
Ihrig served as 
vice president 
and general 
manager of a 
human resourc-
es consulting 
group based 
in Bellevue, 
and director 
of capacity 
development, 
senior human 

resources generalist, and internal strategic 
consultant with World Vision.

He has been an active school district 
volunteer over the years, including serv-
ing as a member of the school district’s 
Bond Oversight Committee, Career and 
Technical Education business and market-
ing advisory committee, and Spinning 
Elementary PTA.

Ihrig also volunteers as a guest speaker in 
the district’s Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) classes. “I enjoy 
spending a few moments in conversa-
tion helping students get energized about 
themselves and their futures and talking 
about living up to their potential,” he said.

In the community, Ihrig has volunteered 
with Washington Special Olympics, 
served in a Rotary Club, and coached 
youth sports. He continues to coach 

baseball through the Edgewood Athletic 
Association.

One of the district’s strengths, he said, 
is a rigor and accountability concerning 
the use of fi nancial resources. This is 
even more critical, he said, “during these 
unprecedented economic times.”

“It’s the reason we have had nine perfect 
audits, and it’s the reason we have had 
good policies and procedures,” he said. 
“The more complex the system, the more 
rigor it requires.”

Other strengths include a focus on aca-
demics, high-caliber staff, and the ability 
to serve a broad population of students, 
ranging from those who are highly ca-
pable to those with special needs.

Ihrig cites several challenges facing the 
district, including balancing a budget with 
diminishing state and federal resources, 
hiring a new district superintendent, and 
helping the community feel included and 
engaged in a complex organization.

“Hiring a new superintendent creates a 
unique opportunity for us to ask, ‘What 
are the things that we are going to mea-
sure and be accountable for?’ We can 
be really clear on what those things are. 
What does success look like? I think our 
organization has the capacity and a tre-
mendous opportunity to look at that.”

Ihrig describes his leadership style as a 
collaborator who is inclusive, works as 

a team, equips people to be at their best, 
and is passionate about his beliefs. “If I 
believe in something, I will go after it,” 
he said.

He and his wife, Kris, have lived in 
downtown Puyallup for 21 years. They 
have four children, including one in col-
lege (Emily) and three who are enrolled in 
Puyallup schools — Gabe, a junior at Puy-
allup High; Anna, a ninth grader at Kalles 
Junior High; and Alec, a fi fth grader at 
Spinning Elementary.

Ihrig has a bachelor’s degree from The 
Evergreen State College and a master’s 
degree from Regent University.

Pat Jenkins

Pat Jenkins may 
be new to elected 
public offi ce, but 
he is a longtime 
community vol-
unteer.

The Rogers High 
School graduate 
has been a parent 
volunteer the 
past two years 
with his alma 
mater’s dance team. He has also served in 
past years as the president of the Maple-
wood Elementary PTA, a volunteer with 
the Woodland Elementary PTA, and a 

continued on page 9

Pat Jenkins

Chris Ihrig
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volunteer with reading programs and 
school activities in the various cities he 
has lived.

His civic involvement includes serving 
on boards or committees of social agen-
cies, a park district, a state corrections 
facility, and a chemical dependency treat-
ment center.

The new board member brings 30 years 
of experience as a professional journalist, 
including the past 16 years as a newspa-
per editor in Washington and Hawaii. He 
has been editor-in-chief of The Dispatch, 
a community newspaper in Eatonville, 
since August 2010.

Jenkins spent his early years in Lake-
wood and moved to Puyallup in fourth 
grade. He attended Karshner and Fruit-
land elementary schools, Aylen Junior 
High, and Rogers High.

Throughout high school, Jenkins said he 
had a passion for politics. He was chosen 
sophomore class president and senior 
class senator.

His fi rst run for the Puyallup School 
Board came when he was 19 years 
old. He campaigned, garnered several 
thousand votes, but lost to incumbent Vitt 
Ferrucci.

After taking two years of classes at 
Green River Community College, Jen-
kins was hired as a sports reporter at the 
Pierce County Herald, which has since 
been renamed the Puyallup Herald. 

He served as a sports editor there, as 
well as at a Montana newspaper, before 
returning to Washington to become news 
editor of a computer magazine. Several 
years later, he became editor-in-chief of 
the Port Orchard Independent newspaper.

Over the next two decades, Jenkins 
served as editor of a variety of commu-
nity newspapers in both Washington and 

Hawaii and became a newspaper publisher 
during two of those years.

He and his wife, Laura, live near Wood-
land Elementary on South Hill. His adult 
son, Rich, also lives on South Hill and his 
daughter, Dawn, is a Rogers High senior.
Jenkins said his children have received 
an excellent education in the district, and 
serving on the school board is one way he 
can give back.

Dedicated employees, a small-town com-
munity atmosphere in a large school dis-
trict, and diverse communities that make 
up the 55 square miles of the district are 
all strengths to be proud of, he said.

“Puyallup doesn’t have a big-district feel 
where kids seem like numbers and parents 
feel like they are disconnected,” he said.

Jenkins identifi ed several challenges 
facing the district, include creating a bal-
anced budget in the diffi cult economy and, 
most immediately, hiring a new superin-
tendent.

Regarding the state’s budget woes, he 
said, “We have to do everything we can 
to keep our current level of instruction 
intact.”

He is optimistic about the superintendent 
search, saying the public will have “ample 
opportunity” to express what qualities 
they want to see in their new leader. “I 
have every expectation we will fi nd some-
one to continue the successful course we 
are on.”

Jenkins describes his leadership style as 
someone who works as part of a team and 
encourages open communication. “I like 
people to know where I’m coming from, 
and I want to know where they are on the 
issues.”

He added, “I have a curious mind, and I’m 
not afraid to ask questions.”

Dane Looker

Dane Looker is a third-generation Puyal-

lup High School graduate who wants to 
give back to a community that has served 
his grandparents, his parents, him, and 
now his children.

Looker graduated from Puyallup High in 
1995 and lives near Waller Road Elemen-
tary. He grew up in the district, attending 
Waller Road Elementary, Aylen Junior 
High, and Puyallup High.

Like his father 
and brothers, 
Looker excelled 
in high school 
sports, most no-
tably in football. 
He won numer-
ous accolades, 
including All-
State honors.

After high 
school, Looker 
went to Western 
Washington 
University for two years and played on the 
school’s basketball team. He transferred 
to the University of Washington, where he 
played football and was drafted into the 
National Football League (NFL).

His nine-year professional football career 
includes playing for the New England Pa-
triots, St. Louis Rams, and Detroit Lions, 
primarily as a wide receiver. He also spent 
a season with the NFL Europe League and 
led Berlin to a World Bowl title before 
retiring in 2009.

During his football career, Looker men-
tored younger players and participated 
in several charitable events that raised 
money and awareness for specifi c causes.

He read to children in libraries and in-
ner-city elementary schools in St. Louis, 
did public service announcements for the 
National Council on Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse, and chaired an annual fundraiser 
for childhood language disorders.

Since he retired from football and returned 
to his hometown, Looker has helped 

coach the Puyallup High football team 
and Rogers High boys basketball team. 

He has also been active as a parent vol-
unteer and helps in the classroom twice 
a month this year at Woodland Elemen-
tary, where his two oldest children are 
enrolled.

When his children were at Meeker Ele-
mentary, he volunteered with the school’s 
PTA and Watch D.O.G.S. program, which 
encourages fathers and other male role 
models to help on campus.

Looker said a strength of this school 
district is its ability to unite the commu-
nity. “Schools are the glue that holds the 
community together,” he said.

Dedicated staff members are another 
strength and one that he witnessed fi rst 
as a student and now again as a parent. 

“When I’m in the buildings, I see how 
much people care about the educational 
and personal well-being of our students.”

One of the district’s biggest challenges, 
he said, is to encourage students who are 
apathetic about school to be successful. 
“We have to make them believe there is 
greatness in their future,” he said.

Looker said it is vital that community 
members feel they have a voice in what 
happens in the district, including the 
upcoming selection of the district super-
intendent and the ongoing study of major 
district initiatives, such as grade confi gu-
ration and secondary grading practices.

His leadership style, he said, is to be an 
effective listener, a voice for the com-
munity, and someone who works well on 
a team.

Looker has a bachelor’s degree from 
University of Washington. He and his 
wife, Amy, have four children: Isaac, a 
second grader at Woodland Elementary, 
Shae, a fi rst grader at Woodland Elemen-
tary, 4-year-old Lawson, and 5-month-
old Tate. His wife teaches science and 
math at Aylen Junior High.

New board members
continued from page 8

New dictionaries are in the hands of 
every third grader at fi ve of the district’s 
elementary schools this year thanks to a 
donation from the Puyallup Valley Lion’s 
Club.

This is the second consecutive year that 
the Puyallup Valley Lion’s Club has given 
dictionaries to elementary students in 
Puyallup, and it increased the number of 
schools receiving the books from three 
last year to fi ve this year: Firgrove, Spin-
ning, Stewart, Sunrise, and Wildwood 
elementary schools.

Several members of the service club re-
cently delivered the paperback dictionar-
ies to Kelly Clarendon’s third-grade class 
at Spinning Elementary. They handed 
books to each student, helped them 
look up words and interesting facts, and 
encouraged them to use dictionaries as a 
reference throughout their lives.

“These dictionaries are your very own,” 
said Don Fankhauser, chairman of the 
club’s school dictionary program and also 
a past club president.

Fankhauser instructed each third grader to 
write their name inside the front cover and 
then encouraged students to look up the 
word “service.”

Like the defi nition, which is “a job that 
one performs for others,” he told the class, 
“We are serving and helping you.”

Hands fl ew in the air excitedly as he 

called on students to locate the names of 
presidents in the back of the dictionary, 
as well as to look at a map of the United 
States.

“Find the state of Hawaii,” Fankhauser 
said. “How is it different than most other 
states?” 

After he talked with the class about 
islands, he asked students to fl ip to the 
last page of the reference book. A series 
of gasps, and several shouts of “Wow!”  

followed as students tried to pronounce 
the longest word in the English language 
— a 1,909-letter word defi ned as a type of 
enzyme.

“Now that is a fun word to look at, isn’t 
it?” Fankhauser said with a grin.

In the short time since they received their 
dictionaries, Clarendon said her students 
have looked up vocabulary words for the 
week, as well as checked defi nitions of 
interesting words they found in their read-
ing books. 

“They have been excited to show me and 
their classmates what they have found,” 
she said.

Fankhauser knows the value of a diction-
ary in a child’s hands. He taught 26 years 
in the school district, including fi ve years 
at Spinning Elementary.

The 11-year veteran of the Lion’s Club 
told students the organization enjoys do-
ing community service projects like the 
dictionary project. The club organizes 
several fundraising events during the year, 
including a golf tournament and spaghetti 
feed, to help pay for projects such as the 
dictionary give-away and student scholar-
ships. 

“We like to go out and help people when 
we can,” he said.

See more photos of the dictionary give-
away on the school district website.

Service club gives students dictionaries

Puyallup Valley Lion’s Club 
school dictionary program chair, 
Don Fankhauser, helps Spinning 
Elementary third-grader 
Anthony Church look up a word 
in the dictionary.

Puyallup School District employees 
surpassed the districtwide United Way 
campaign goal for the fourth consecu-
tive year. 

Contributions totaled $104,787, which 
exceeded the school district’s goal by 
more than $9,000.

Read more about the school district’s 
campaign at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Four schools win
Achievement Award
Glacier View Junior High and Mt. View, 
Ridgecrest, and Wildwood elementary 
schools have each been selected to receive 
a 2011 Washington Achievement Award.

The annual award program, sponsored 
by the Offi ce of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and State Board of 
Education, celebrates Washington’s 
top-performing schools. Awards will be 
presented in April.

Ridgecrest Elementary earned the award 
for overall excellence, while Glacier 
View Junior High, Mt. View Elementary, 
and Wildwood Elementary were recog-
nized for closing achievement gaps. 

Read more about the awards in the April 
issue of Connections.

United Way donations 
exceed $104,700

Dane Looker
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Graduate profi le
continued from page 8

successful,” Lester said.

College and fi rst teaching job

After high school graduation, Lester 
continued to take classes at Pierce College 
and went to work as a teacher’s assistant 
at La Petite Academy. It became clear, she 
said, that her real passion was not in the 
health fi eld, but in teaching.

She earned her associate degree at Pierce 
College and a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education, with an emphasis 
in special education and English, from 
Pacifi c Lutheran University.

In December 2001 Lester was hired at 
Aylen Junior High as a substitute teacher 
on long-term assignment for a class of stu-
dents with special needs. She accepted her 
permanent teaching job in August 2002 as 
a seventh-grade English teacher.

One of those on the hiring panel was 
Lori Hadley, assistant principal this year 
at Rogers High School. Hadley was a 
building learning specialist at Aylen Junior 
High that year and was also Lester’s Eng-
lish teacher in ninth grade.

Glacier View Junior High is a School of 
Distinction winner for being among the 
top fi ve percent of schools statewide that 
demonstrated sustained improvement in 
reading and math.

The junior high is the sixth Puyallup 
school to receive the award and ties the 
Puyallup School District with Seattle for 
having the most schools honored this 
year from among 295 districts statewide.

The other fi ve Puyallup schools honored 
include Ballou and Kalles junior high 
schools, as well as Fruitland, Shaw Road, 
and Wildwood elementary schools.

The fi rst fi ve Schools of Distinction were 
announced in October and recognized at 
the November 28 school board meeting.

Glacier View Junior High received its 
School of Distinction banner that night 
but was called back last month for a 
special board recognition that included 
a presentation of a star-shaped trophy, a 
fl ower bouquet, and a cake reception.

During his opening remarks to the school 
board in November, Greg Lobdell, 
director of research for the Center of 
Educational Effectiveness, said it had 
been called to his attention that night that 
Glacier View Junior High might also be 
a winner.

During a meeting break, Lobdell re-
viewed data used to determine School of 
Distinction winners. He returned to the 
microphone when the meeting resumed 
to announce that Glacier View Junior 
High is, indeed, an award winner this 
year.

The award is based on students scoring at 
or above the state average in grades three 
through eight on the 2011 Measurement 

“She was a smart young lady who was 
a good English student,” Hadley said. 
“However, I was concerned about her 
decisions and the crowd she hung out 
with ... I wanted to see her live up to her 
potential, so it was with great excitement 
that I was able to help her get hired on at 
Aylen when the opportunity arose and she 
was ready.”

Five years ago Lester returned to school 
again — this time online through Walden 
University — to earn her master’s degree 
in curriculum and assessment.

Lester’s second child, a son, attends Aylen 
Junior High this year. Her daughter gradu-
ated from Puyallup High in 2010, earned 
an associate degree from Pierce College 
simultaneously from credits she earned 
in Running Start, and will graduate at age 
18 from the University of Washington this 
June with a bachelor’s degree.

“I love teaching,” said Lester, who 
teaches pre-Advanced Placement English 
to ninth graders this year. “It’s all about 
connecting with the kids and letting them 
see that teachers are real people who care 
about their learning and their success. I 
want each and every one of them to be 
successful.”

Brickhouse Bistro open for lunch

of Student Progress and in grade 10 on the 
High School Profi ciency Exam.

Schools that met that requirement were 
then evaluated for academic gains in both 
subjects over the past fi ve years. Glacier 
View Junior High opened in 2008. 

“Because they are a new school they only 
have three years of data, and the award 
should account for that,” Lobdell said.

Puyallup High Advanced Culinary Arts students (from left) Kacee 
Smith and Kaydi Frazer prepare pizzas in the school’s Brickhouse 
Bistro brick oven. The restaurant welcomes the community for 
lunch between 11:45 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. on March 20 and 27, 
April 17 and 24, and May 8. The Bistro is adjacent to the Culinary 
Arts classroom and kitchen. It opened two years ago to provide 
students a realistic restaurant setting to learn and practice 
culinary skills. The Bistro is on the southeast end of the Puyallup 
High campus, 105 7th St. S.W. in Puyallup.

The news about Glacier View Junior High 
was greeted with a standing ovation and 
thunderous applause from board members, 
employees, and community members in 
the audience — both at the November 
board meeting and again last month.

Glacier View Junior High Principal Mark 
Vetter thanked the elementary schools 
whose students transition to that junior high. 
Elementary teachers work closely with the 
junior high staff, he said, to prepare sixth 
graders for the move to seventh grade.

At the November meeting, Lobdell 
praised the districtwide achievements.

“As we look at the buildings involved, 
there has been amazing improvement 
across the board in Puyallup as a district 
… there is some amazingly good work 
that’s going on here,” Lobdell said.

This is the fi rst time that Glacier View 
Junior High, as well as Ballou Junior 
High and Shaw Road Elementary, have 
won the award.

It is the third consecutive year that Kalles 
Junior High has received the statewide 
recognition, the fourth time in fi ve years 
that Fruitland Elementary has won the 
award, and the second time that Wild-
wood Elementary has been recognized 
since the award program began in 2007.

Glacier View becomes sixth School of Distinction winner 

Glacier View Junior High math teacher Kristin Karnes presents 
an algebra lesson to seventh graders. Student gains in math and 
reading led to the school being named a School of Distinction.

When there is a need, Puyallup students 
and employees fi nd a way not only to 
respond, but to respond in a big way.
 
This year’s annual district food drive was 
no exception.

For the second year in a row, schools col-
lected more than 84,000 items, including 
food and toys, to help people in need in 
the Puyallup area. The food drive ran from 
November 21 through December 9.

Donations were given to multiple com-
munity organizations that help struggling 
families, including Puyallup FISH Food 
Bank, Edgewood Community Food Bank, 
Puyallup Elks, and the Puyallup Police 
Department Santa Cops program.

The more than 84,000 items demonstrates 

“a districtwide desire to provide for fami-
lies in need during the holiday season,” 
said Nicholaus Sutherland, an administra-
tive intern who coordinated this year’s 
food drive.

Sutherland shared with the school board 
last month that more than 2,300 families 
were served with items collected. Admin-
istrative interns Mark Harris and Janet 
Wajtala assisted Sutherland with this 
year’s districtwide drive.

The following schools are noteworthy, 
Sutherland said, for having collected the 
most items in their grade levels:

• Brouillet Elementary School, which 
collected 4,100 items for the Puyallup 
Elks, and Shaw Road Elementary, which 
collected 4,000 items for Santa Cops.

• Ferrucci Junior High, which collected 
8,000 items for the Puyallup FISH 
Food Bank.

• Emerald Ridge High, which collected 
10,499 items for the Puyallup Elks.

Sutherland also praised the efforts of 
Aylen Junior High School’s annual 
“Fill the Bus” food drive. The school’s 
leadership class partners with Fruitland, 
Karshner, Maplewood, and Waller Road 
elementary schools to collect food for 
the Puyallup Elks. This year, the schools 
collectively brought in more than 13,500 
items. 

Mt. View Elementary, one of the district’s 
smallest schools with 311 students, col-
lected 2,896 items — 97 percent of the 
school goal.

Mt. View Elementary students 
(from left)  Grace Marvin and 
Sofi a Martini carry items collected 
in the school’s food drive.

Students collect more than 84,000 items in food drive
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New grading practices designed to
help junior high and high school stu-
dents become more successful learners
are being phased into schools this year.

Parents and students can learn more
about the new secondary grading and
assessment practices and ask questions
at the last of four information meetings 
on March 15.

The meeting will be held from 6-7 p.m. 
at the Education Service Center, 302 
Second St. S.E. in downtown Puyallup.

A compilation of some of the most com-
mon questions and answers regarding 
the new grading practices are on the 
Puyallup School District website.

March 15 is fi nal
meeting on secondary 
grading practices

Summer athletic 
meeting April 16
A parent meeting to discuss summer 
athletic planning will be held on Mon-
day, April 16 at each of the district’s 
three comprehensive high schools.

The meetings, which are for parents 
only, begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Emer-
ald Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high 
school gymnasiums.

The event is designed to provide parents 
an early opportunity to receive com-
munication from coaches about summer 
athletic plans, team camps, and training 
calendars. In this way, parents will have 
the information early in spring to help 
them as they plan summer vacations and 
family activities, said Rick Wells, direc-
tor of athletics, health, and fi tness.

Bond refi nance to 
save taxpayers $11.4 
million over 12 years
Given favorable bond market conditions 
and recent low interest rates, the district 
has refi nanced a portion of the 2004 
voter-approved school bonds for a direct 
savings to taxpayers of $11.4 million 
over the next 12 years.

“We just saved our 
community nearly $1 
million a year for the 
next 12 years,” said 
Corine Pennington, 
executive director of 
business services.

The school board 
approved the reissu-
ance of $73,945,000 
in refunding bonds at an interest rate of 
2.34 percent — down from 4.98 percent 
on the old debt.

The savings fl ow directly to taxpayers, 
she said, through reduced tax levies. 
None of the money is available for 
district expenses.

“This is a direct savings to our commu-
nity members in the form of taxes they 
expected, but will not have to pay,” she 
said.

“I am very grateful to the voters in our 
community for approving the 2004 bond 
measure,” said Superintendent Tony 
Apostle. “I am even more impressed 
that market interest rates have dropped 
in an effort to reduce our bond debt, or 
“mortgage,” by $11.4 million.” 

Student athletes claim nine league titles
Student athletes dominated the fall sports 
season by clinching nine out of 10 South 
Puget Sound League (SPSL) South Divi-
sion championships.

“Winning 90 percent of the titles against 
all of the teams in the south Puget Sound 
is remarkable,” said Rick Wells, director 
of athletics, health, and fi tness.

Wells shared an overview of the fall 
sports season, including Coach of the 
Year honors, academic recognitions, and 
sportsmanship awards, at the December 
Puyallup School Board meeting.

“Congratulations are in order for all of our 
fall athletes, coaches, and schools — not 
only for their achievements and accom-
plishments, but also for the perseverance 
and hard work it takes to complete the 
season successfully,” Wells said.

Wells gave special recognition to Puyallup 
High School, which won fi ve of the nine 
SPSL South championships. Equally as 
impressive, he said, is the collective win/
loss record for those fi ve sports teams: 42 
wins and one loss in the regular season.

The Vikings won the SPSL title in girls 
swim and dive with an 8-1 record. Boys 
golf, girls and boys cross country, and vol-
leyball also topped the league standings 
with undefeated records.

Puyallup High School’s volleyball team 
went on to win fi fth place in the Class 4A 

state fi nal tournament. The school’s boys 
varsity cross country team placed sev-
enth in state, the water polo team placed 
eighth, and the boys golf team won the 
SPSL league medalist team title.

Rogers High shared the SPSL champion-
ship title in girls golf with Emerald Ridge 
High. The Rams also were co-champions 
in boys water polo in the South Sound West 
Division. The water polo team went on to 
take sixth place at the state tournament.

The Emerald 
Ridge High tennis 
team also topped 
the league with a 
9-1 record.

Several golf-
ers and tennis 
players from all 
three high schools 
will advance this 
spring to state 
tournaments.

A complete fall 
sports season 
wrap-up, includ-
ing academic, 
sportsman-
ship, Coach of 
the Year, and 

individual accomplishments at the local, 
regional, and state levels, is on the school 
district website.

A summary of winter sports accomplish-
ments will be featured in the April issue of 
Connections.

Emerald Ridge High senior Great Hord leaps in the air to return a 
ball. Behind him is tennis doubles partner Derek Pegram.

As one of the nation’s top high school 
football players, Puyallup High senior 
Josh Garnett competed on the gridiron 
last month in a nationally televised game 
that he describes as the experience of a 
lifetime.

The 6’5” 305-pound offensive lineman 
played left guard in the fi fth annual Under 
Armour All-America High School Foot-
ball Game.

ESPN televised the all-star competition, 
spotlighting 92 of the country’s nationally 
ranked high school football seniors, live 
on January 5 from Tropicana Field in St. 
Petersburg, Fla.

The annual game, presented by American 
Family Insurance, is a chance for students 
to showcase their talents to college foot-
ball coaches, as well as to football fans 
across the country. Players are selected by 
ESPN Scouts, Inc.

“It was such a great experience playing 
with all of these great guys you see or 
hear about on TV,” Garnett said. “They all 
come from different cultures and back-
grounds, and we bonded as a team.” 

Garnett announced last month that he will 
attend Stanford University in California 

to play football and study medicine. He 
announced his highly anticipated col-
lege choice before a crowd of about 200 
people, including family, friends, coaches, 
teammates, and local media in the Puyal-
lup High School Commons.

The Puyallup Viking, who has a 3.8 high 

school grade point average, plans to major 
in biochemistry or human biology and 
aspires to be an orthopedic surgeon.

Read the full story about Garnett’s ex-
perience in the Under Armour game, as 
well as his future plans, on the district 
website.

Puyallup High School senior Josh Garnett (white jersey #78) blocks 
a teammate during last month’s Under Armour All-America High 
School Football Game in Florida.

Puyallup High senior competes in all-star game

photo courtesy of  David De Pas for ESPN.com

photo courtesy of Nicole Steed

Rogers High senior Lorin Lee 
takes a swing during a recent 
golf match.

photo courtesy of Rogers High

Corine 
Pennington

Puyallup High junior Carlie Holland swims her way 
to fi rst place in the 100-meter butterfl y against 
Spanaway Lake. 

photo courtesy of Sonia Xu
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City and school district display student art
Puyallup School District student art is on 
formal display this year at both Puyallup 
City Hall and the district’s administrative 
offi ce.

At City Hall, student art is in glass 
display cases in main hallways on the 
second, third, and fourth fl oors, as well 
as inside the third-fl oor Public Utility 
Offi ce.

The displays feature both two-dimensional 
visual art and three-dimensional pieces, 
including ceramics. 
 
“This has been a great addition to City 
Hall,” said City Manager Ralph Dannen-
berg. “The community is glad to see what 
the youth are doing, and we want to see 
this program continue.”

There are two art collections at the 
school district’s Education Service Cen-
ter, which houses administrative offi ces 
on the corner of Pioneer Avenue and 
Second Street. 

The fi rst collection represents annual 
Dan Vesey Art Exhibit winners. The 
district purchases the pieces from 
student artists each spring and adds to 
the collection each year. There are more 
than a dozen pieces on display on the 

fi rst and second fl oors.

The second collection highlights kinder-
garten through grade 12 student art that 
will be replaced every several months. 
The pieces are selected by teachers at the 
building level and are accompanied by a 
short write-up that describes the lesson 

New energy-effi cient lighting has re-
placed old fl uorescent lighting this year in 
classrooms, gymnasiums, and other work 
spaces in 25 schools and seven district 
support buildings.

The district expects to save $200,000 a 
year by reducing electricity consumption 
with the new lights. 

The life expectancy of the new bulbs, also 
referred to as lamps, is nearly double the 
older models, said Gary Frentress, director 
of capital projects. Each bulb is rated to stay 
lit for 20,000 hours, which equates to about 
10 years based on average school usage.

All of the older-style lights — an estimat-
ed 900,000 square feet of lighting — have 
been replaced since the school board 
approved the project last March. The total 
replaced makes up about one-third of all 
of the lighting districtwide.

Besides being more energy effi cient, the 
lights are brighter and have a better rendi-
tion of color compared to the older vari-
ety, said Rudy Fyles, executive director of 
education support and operations.

The change is particularly striking in spac-
es such as the Ferrucci Junior High gym, 
where the former sodium lights emitted a 
yellowish tinge.

District to save $200,000 a year with energy-effi cient lights

“It is a dramatic improvement,” said 
Cindy VanHulle, health and physical edu-
cation teacher at Ferrucci Junior High.

VanHulle pointed to a painting of the 
school’s mascot, a cougar, on the far 
gym wall. “Many of us didn’t even see 
that there was grass painted under the 
Cougar’s feet until the new lights were 
installed,” she said. “That’s how dark it 

was in here.”

The lighting project began last spring after 
the school district learned that federal law 
prohibits further manufacturing of the old 
fl uorescent bulbs after July 2012.

If a light burned out after that time, it 
could become increasingly diffi cult to fi nd 
a replacement, Frentress said.

While many of the district’s newer schools 
already had the brighter and more effi cient 
lighting, bulbs needed to be replaced at 
17 elementary schools, four junior high 
schools, four high schools, and seven sup-
port buildings.

Work was done outside of school hours, 
and the last of the bulb replacements were 
completed last month.

“Students left their old classrooms at the 
end of school only to return the follow-
ing day to a bright and cheery learning 
environment,” Fyles said.

The project cost $2.25 million, but the dis-
trict’s share is about half of that, Frentress 
said. With an estimated $200,000 a year 
in energy sayings, the project will almost 
pay for itself within six years, he said.

District employees kept the cost down by 
securing two grants — one from the State 
Department of Commerce and another from 
the state Offi ce of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. Employees also applied 
and qualifi ed for energy rebates from Ta-
coma City Light and Puget Sound Energy.

Capital funds, reserved for building 
projects and other improvements such as 
this lighting project, were used to fund the 
project.

Ferrucci Junior High students (from left) Lindsey Weber and 
Kennedy Robillard pass a medicine ball during health and fi tness 
class. Newly installed lights make the combination classroom and 
gym brighter and more energy effi cient.

and learning goals.

Puyallup High art 
teacher Lynda Belt, 
who has also served 
as the district’s arts 
facilitator the past 
six years, works with 
teachers at the 32 
schools to acquire 
artwork for display.

When selecting 
student work, Belt 
said she is particularly 
interested in elemen-
tary school art that 
illustrates how teach-
ers have integrated art 
and literature in their 
lessons. 

In junior high and 
high schools, she 
looks for examples of 

how students have met the state-estab-
lished art learning standards.

“Art is another way for students to show 
what they know, and by integrating art 
into other content areas such as reading 
or social studies, students make a deeper 
connection to the learning,” Belt said.

Draft budget forums 
set to begin March 14
Superintendent Tony Apostle is expect-
ed to unveil his 2012-13 draft budget at 
the March 8 school board study session.

The study session begins at 9 a.m. at 
the Education Service Center, 302 Sec-
ond St. S.E., Puyallup.

Community members are invited to 
comment on Apostle’s draft budget at 
forums scheduled on:
• March 14: 9:30-11:30 a.m., 

Education Service Center, Puyallup
• March 15: 6-8 p.m., Ballou Junior 

High, 9916 136th St. E., Puyallup
• March 19, 6-8 p.m., Emerald Ridge 

High, 12405 184th St. E., Puyallup

The school district is preparing for an 
estimated $9 million in budget cuts for 
the 2012-13 school year.

An Educational Priorities Advisory 
Committee has recommended that 
Apostle consider more than $10 million 
in reductions as he prepares the draft 
budget. A copy of that committee report 
is on the district website. Apostle’s 
draft budget will be posted to the web-
site on March 8.

Speeches and keepsakes mark 
fi eld dedication ceremony

Puyallup High School art teacher and district 
arts facilitator Lynda Belt hangs student artwork 
at Puyallup City Hall.

Nearly 100 people, including students, 
parents, community members, and city 
and school district offi cials, participated in 
the January 31 dedication of the Edge-
mont-Hilltop Community Field. 

The ceremony featured speeches by 
School Board President Greg Heath and 
Edgemont Junior High Principal Eric 
Hogan, the ceremonial cutting of the 

ribbon, and an invitation for guests to 
take home a cement brick that once 
made up part of Hilltop Elementary 
School. The school opened in 1957 and 
closed in fall 2009. 

A grass play fi eld fi lls the area where the 
elementary school once stood, and the 
former school playground continues to 
be used by the community.

Photo: (from left) Rudy Fyles, executive director of education 
support and operations, School Board Vice President Chris 
Ihrig, Edgemont Junior High Principal Eric Hogan, former board 
member Cindy Poysnick, and School Board President Greg Heath.  


