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Students outperform state in core academic subjects
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School bond on February 12, 2013 ballot

continued on page 6

Emerald Ridge High School biology students crowd around a lab 
table to perform experiments. There is not enough lab space to 
meet the growing number of students enrolled in science classes.

Aylen Junior High seventh graders (from left) Shannon Stone and 
Dylan Alway read in Wendy Ramsaur’s seventh-grade language 
arts class. Seventh graders made big gains in reading on 2012 
state tests.

The deadline to register by mail or 
online to vote in the February 12, 2013 
Special Election is Monday, January 14. 
All registrations must be postmarked by 
this date.

Voter registration forms are available at 
each of the Puyallup School District’s 32 
schools, the school district’s Education 
Service Center, public libraries, staffed fi re 
stations in unincorporated Pierce County, 
city clerks’ offi ces, most state offi ces, and 
the Pierce County Elections Division.

Pierce County residents not yet regis-
tered to vote in Washington who miss 
the mail-in or online deadlines can reg-
ister in person from January 15 through 
February 4.

In-person voter registration is done at 

continued on page 9

The Puyallup School Board has unani-
mously agreed to place a school bond on 
the February 12, 2013 Special Election 
ballot to address continued facility and 
technology needs districtwide.

Nearly nine years have passed since 
district voters last approved a school bond. 
It’s been 30 years since the district has had 
this many years pass between successful 
bond elections.

“We have a backlog of facility needs and a 
critical need to update classroom technol-
ogy,” said Chief Operations Offi cer Rudy 
Fyles. “Time is of the essence.”

Adding classroom space to relieve exist-
ing crowded conditions at elementary 
and high school levels, and preparing 
for anticipated enrollment growth, are 
key elements of the $279.6 million bond 
proposal. 

More than 20 percent of Puyallup School 
District students, for example, spend all 
or part of their day in portable classrooms 
because of lack of permanent classroom 
space inside main school buildings.

These 4,000-plus students still go to the 
main elementary, junior high, and high 
school buildings to use the library, gym, 
specialist rooms, cafeteria, computer lab, 
and restrooms.

 
The bond before voters in February 
outlines more than a dozen projects that 
would be carried out between 2013 and 
2017. They include:
• Construct a 750-student elementary 

school in the southwest area of the 
district.

• Replace and expand Firgrove and 

Sunrise elementary schools to 
accommodate 750 students.

• Add classrooms and make other 
improvements at Pope Elementary to 
accommodate 750 students.

• Make building improvements 

Puyallup School District students outper-
formed the state average in every subject 
and at every grade level on state tests 
administered last spring.

The scores released this fall also showed 
that students made gains in most of the 
core academic subjects — reading, writ-
ing, science, and math — compared to the 
previous year.

Students made especially strong gains in 
science, said Glenn Malone, director of 
assessment and accountability.

Malone presented a report about the 
results at a Puyallup School Board study 
session in September. “The scores validate 
our efforts and are being used to build 
upon our strengths,” he said.

The scores refl ect student performance 
on last spring’s Measurement of Student 
Progress (MSP), High School Profi ciency 
Exam (HSPE), end-of-course math exams, 

and fi rst-ever end-of-course biology exam.

The student success is indicative, Malone 
said, of the work that staff, parents, school 
volunteers, and the community have been 
doing to help students succeed.

Math  improvement

The district launched a comprehensive 
three-year math improvement plan two 
years ago that continues to yield posi-
tive results, said Director of Instructional 
Leadership John Parker.

“We feel like we are seeing the fruits of 
that plan,” he said.

One of the most promising signs at the el-
ementary level, Parker said, is that scores 
are high in most grades even after the 
district fi nished its fi rst year using a new 
“Bridges in Mathematics” curriculum in 

continued on page 4
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Working together to achieve student success

Portable classrooms are a temporary fi x 
Dane Looker
Director
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or e-mail foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Community stewardship

As the district focuses its efforts on 
instruction and learning, it is also taking 
steps to continue a history of sound fi nan-
cial management and careful stewardship 
of public funds. In February 2012, the 
district refi nanced a portion of existing 
school bonds that saved local taxpayers 
more than $11 million over the next 12 
years. This month the district again plans 
to take advantage of low interest rates by 
refi nancing more existing bonds that will 
provide millions of dollars in additional 
savings to our community members. These 
long-term fi nancial steps, combined with 
a 2013 levy collection which will be less 
than the full amount approved by our vot-
ers, are examples of the genuine appre-
ciation that our school board and district 
have for our community. 

After years of careful review and com-

munity involvement, the Puyallup School 
Board voted in August to place a bond be-
fore voters to address the school district’s 
long-term facility needs. When the bond 
appears on the February 12, 2013 Special 
Election ballot, it will have been nine 
years since such a measure has passed in 
Puyallup. 
 
Specifi c information about the bond, 
including a list of proposed projects and 
costs, is outlined in this issue of Connec-
tions, as well as on the district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.  

Partnering for success

During my school visits this fall, I have 
again been reminded of the multitude 
of strengths in this district. The support 
for students is evident through strong 
levels of participation by the commu-
nity. I have seen parents, grandparents, 
business people, and other community 
members volunteering in schools and 
helping students master core academic 
skills. I have seen that same level of 
community support in overfl ow crowds 
at school concerts, assemblies, and 
athletic events. 

Thank you for the value which you 
place on education and the integral role 
that we share in the overall success of 
students. 

Students showcase 
learning on Fair Day

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Questions and complaints 
of alleged discrimination may be 
directed to Lorraine Wilson, assistant 
superintendent of human resources 
(253) 841-8764; chief equity and 
achievement offi cer (253) 840-8966; 
Title IX coordinator (253) 841-8785; 
or Section 504 coordinator (253) 
841-8700.

For as long as I live I will never forget my 
junior year in high school. It was 1993 
and Puyallup High School was undergo-
ing a complete remodel and renovation. 
As a result, nearly 2,000 students were 
exiled to a grass fi eld north of Hanawalt 
Pavilion where endless rows of tempo-
rary classrooms had been assembled. The 
main offi ce was set up in the west parking 
lot, and the attendance offi ce was housed 
in a concession stand in the gym lobby. 
Despite the obvious logistical problems 
we had to overcome, the mighty Viking 
spirit could not be broken. And although 
no one seemed to appreciate our new title, 
“Portable High School,” this nine-month 

tutorial in adaptation and resourcefulness 
gave each of us a true appreciation for the 
beautiful new building we entered in the 
fall of 1994. Thankfully, portable class-
rooms are meant to provide a temporary 
fi x, not a permanent solution.  

Fast-forward nearly 20 years and we fi nd 
portable classrooms in use throughout the 
Puyallup School District. In fact, a 2008 
state audit found that at 26 percent, we 
have a higher percentage of portable class-
rooms when compared to the 10 largest 
school districts in the state. About 4,000 
students learn in one of our more than 200 
portables for part or all of their school day. 
This provides a less-than-ideal learning 
environment and impacts common areas 
in our schools, including gymnasiums, 
libraries, restrooms, and hallways. These 
facilities were simply not designed to ac-
commodate the infl ux of students housed 
in portable classrooms.

Over the next 12 years our school district 
enrollment is expected to steadily grow. 

Together, our high schools and junior high 
schools are projected to enroll an addi-
tional 1,400 students, while the population 
of our elementary schools could increase 
by as many as 1,880 students. Currently, 
our schools do not have the ability to 
sustain this amount of growth without 
adding more portable classrooms. Addi-
tional permanent classroom space at both 
the elementary and high school levels is 
proposed in the February 12, 2013 school 
bond.  

Another objective of the proposed bond 
package is to bring all classrooms to 
equitable district technology standards. 
Children in portable classrooms, for 
example, are not always afforded the 
same learning opportunities as students 
in technologically updated permanent 
classrooms.
 
It’s important to provide all students in 
our district with the comprehensive educa-
tion they deserve to be successful both in 
and outside of school.

This fall it has been a privilege to visit 
each of our schools and witness, fi rsthand, 
so many examples of fi ne teaching and 
high levels of student performance. In 
each of our schools there is clear evidence 
of perseverance, pride, respect, and work 
ethic. It’s been impressive, for example, to 
watch how welcoming our schools are as 
newly enrolled students and their families 
learn to navigate their surroundings. It 
is clear that years of focused effort have 
created school cultures where children are 
valued and expectations of them are high.
  
As I walk through the schools, I am 
encouraged to see both quality lessons 
being presented and high levels of student 
engagement. It is especially positive to 
see learning targets clearly aligned to 
standards and “bell-to-bell” instruction oc-
curring with regularity. The professional-
ism with which the teaching and learning 
is approached in Puyallup clearly sets 
a tone for the expectations we have for 
each child. I have also witnessed dozens 
of examples of students demonstrating 
genuine respect and appreciation for one 
another. An authentic appreciation for 
differences and diversity is evident by 
the way our students work together every 
day. Welcoming cultures which provide 
opportunities for each child to be included 
in meaningful ways are evidence of our 
students’ supportive families and com-
munities.

Students and staff throughout the school 
district showcased educational programs 
and treated fair-goers to hands-on activi-
ties during Education Day on September 
12 at the Washington State Fair, better 
known as the Puyallup Fair.

Photo: Ridgecrest Elementary 
fi rst grader Anthony Crow-
Jones uses an interactive white 
board, which ties technology 
to classroom learning. He 
moves colored stars on the 
screen based on prompts from 
a story read by Chrys Sweeting, 
assistant superintendent 
of instruction, learning, 
curriculum, and assessment.
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Arts instructor inducted into Hall of Fame

Hall of Fame inductee Lynda Belt (seated in bottom row center in 
dress and gloves) joins the cast of “Anything Goes” performed at 
Puyallup High School in the late 1990s.

Ballou campus security offi cer recognized for heroic act

Margie Englund, a campus security offi cer at Ballou Junior High, 
joins ninth graders (from left) Kelby Smith, Mareena O’Neil, Haley 
Nunez, and Emily Schwarz at last month’s Puyallup School Board 
recognition.

“She is one of the pioneers for 
theater education in Washington 
state.”

Hjalmer Anderson

Ballou Junior High campus security of-
fi cer Margie Englund has been recog-
nized for successfully performing the 
Heimlich maneuver on a student who 
was choking on a piece of meat during 
lunch.

“A very heroic deed was done by one of 
our 16 campus security offi cers,” Barb 
Pope, director of student services, told 
the Puyallup School Board last month. 

“She miraculously saved the life of one 
of our students.”

The Puyallup School Board recognized 
Englund last month with a standing ova-
tion as she came forward to receive com-
mendation from school offi cials.

Ballou Junior High principal Krista Bates 
presented Englund with a bouquet of 
fl owers and a plaque “in recognition of 

excellence, dedica-
tion, and commitment 
to students for your 
emergency response in 
performing the Heim-
lich maneuver to save 
a life.”

Bates continued, “She 
was not only heroic 
on that day, but every 
day that she does her 
job,” Bates said. “She 
makes sure that our 
campus and our stu-
dents are safe.”

Englund came to the 
aid of Haley Nunez, 
who choked on a piece 
of meat during lunch 
on September 25 in 
the school cafeteria.

 
The board also acknowledged ninth grad-
ers Mareena O’Neil, Kelby Smith, and 
Emily Schwarz. The three students were 
sitting with Nunez at lunch, noticed that 
she was not breathing and was turning 
purple, and screamed for Englund to help.
 
“We are so excited to honor all of you,” 

Bates said.

For more examples of how school dis-
trict employees have helped students in 
emergency situations, visit the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Lynda Belt’s decades of contributions to 
theater instruction, including 15 years as a 
Puyallup High School drama teacher, have 
earned her a spot in the Washington State 
Thespian Hall of Fame.

Belt is one of four educators and the fi rst 
from Puyallup selected to join the Hall of 
Fame. The Washington State Thespians, 
an affi liate of the national Educational 
Theatre Association, presented engraved 
medals to each of the inductees during 
an October 12 recognition luncheon in 
Seattle.
 
The Puyallup School Board also recog-
nized Belt by announcing her honor at the 
October 22 board meeting. As she was 
introduced, images of drama productions 
she directed at Puyallup High School, as 
well as a few in which she and some of 
her colleagues performed, fl ashed on the 
video screen.

The audience and board members ac-
knowledged her with a standing ovation.

Belt taught drama at Puyallup High 
School from 1985-2000 after a decade of 

ducted into the Washington State Thespian 
Hall of Fame when it was created in 2008.

Anderson worked with Belt in the early 
1980s when he was director of the Wash-
ington Association of Theatre Arts, in the 
1990s when he was director of the Wash-
ington State Thespian Society, and from 
1998 to 2008 as a board member of the 
Thespian Society. Belt served on leader-
ship boards for both organizations.

“I saw several of her productions when 
she taught drama in Puyallup years ago, 
and she was an outstanding director,” he 
said. “But it was her organizational skills 
and her ability to connect with students 
that was a highlight. She is one of the 
pioneers for theater education in Washing-
ton state.”

An actress and an artist, Belt has directed 
more than 75 theater productions, written 
and self-published three drama textbooks 
to assist educators in their teaching, 
and authored several plays. She has a 
bachelor’s degree in art and drama and a 
master’s degree in theater from Western 

Washington University.

Her knowledge of theater and the arts in 
general has resulted in invitations to speak 
at local and national conferences, train 
colleagues at workshops, and serve as a 
board member with organizations that 
support arts in education.

This year, Belt teaches a design class at 
Puyallup High and is the district’s drama 

and arts specialist and 
arts coordinator. She 
coordinates student 
artwork that is entered 
into several major lo-
cal, regional, and state-
wide art shows, as well 
as the district’s annual 
Honoring Cultures 
Diversity Celebration.

Belt is also helping to 
integrate the arts in the district’s newly 
adopted elementary social studies and 
reading curricula and is working with 
Karshner Museum staff to redesign some 

continued on page 11

teaching in several other school districts. 
Since then, she has been teaching art and 
facilitating arts programs throughout the 
school district.

During her time in Puyallup, Belt has also 
served as a district instructional coach for 
fi ne and performing arts, an acting assis-
tant principal at Ballou Junior High, and a 
learning and curriculum specialist.

“It is such an honor to be in the Hall of 
Fame,” she said. “It’s so nice that they 
remembered me.”

Hjalmer Anderson, technical director for 
the Northshore Performing Arts Center 
and artistic director for the Woodinville 
Repertory Theatre, nominated Belt for the 
award. He was one of three educators in-

Puyallup School District administra-
tive offi ces and support buildings will 
be closed for the winter holidays from 
Monday, December 24 through Tues-
day, January 1.

Offi ces and support buildings will also 
be closed in the afternoon on Wednes-
day, December 19 due to state funding 
reductions. Some employees have been 
directed to use this half-day of school 
as an unpaid furlough half-day.

December 19 is a regularly scheduled 
half-day for all students. No lunches 
will be served. School start and end 
times are listed on the 2012-13 bell 
schedules posted on the school district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

The district’s administrative offi ces 
in downtown Puyallup are among the 
buildings closed for the holidays and 
the half-day of school on December 19. 

All schools are closed from December 
20 through January 2 for winter break. 
Classes resume on Thursday, January 3.

District offi ces 
closed December 24 
to January 1

January 10 is the deadline to submit 
junior high and high school transfer 
applications for optimal placement for 
the 2013-14 school year. March 1 is the 
deadline for elementary-level transfer 
applications.

In-district students already attending a 
school on a transfer do not need to re-
submit an application unless they plan 
to change schools. 

Applications are available in schools 
throughout the district. For specifi c 
information about submitting school 
transfer applications, visit the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

School transfer 
application due dates

Ballou Junior High Principal Krista Bates (right) 
presents fl owers to campus security offi cer 
Margie Englund.

Lynda Belt
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Students outperform 
state on tests
continued from page 1

Glacier View Junior High eighth graders in Corey Gill’s class learn 
about the moon phases during a classroom experiment. Students 
excelled in eighth-grade science districtwide on state tests.

kindergarten through grade fi ve.

“It’s very common after a new set of 
instructional materials is introduced that 
there is a dip in student achievement,” 
Parker said. “Not only did we not drop, 
we went up percentage points in most 
grades tested.” 

Math scores also were favorable in grades 
six and eight, climbing three percentage 
points from the previous year in grade six 
and nearly fi ve percentage points in grade 
eight.

Northwood and Edgerton elementary 
schools, for example, topped 90 percent of 
sixth graders meeting the state standard in 
math.

Those scores may soar even higher next 
year, Parker said, after sixth graders spend 
a year using some new math materials 
given to teachers this fall to supplement a 
Connected Mathematics Project curricu-
lum used in grades six through eight.

Northwood Elementary Principal Melanie 
Helle attributes the high math marks to the 

colleagues are relentless about making 
sure all students get the help they need in 
mastering math.

“If we see students starting to slip, we 
contact their parents and work out inter-
ventions for them before school, during 
lunch, or after school,” he said. “We are 
determined to see them succeed.”

The district held several math trainings 
for elementary and junior high school 
teachers over the past year to help them 
understand how the MSP test is given, 
share effective teaching tools, and empha-
size teaching the “power standards” — a 
set of about a dozen skills students need to 
master at specifi c grade levels.

Parker said that the district’s intensive 
focus on math improvement in the past 
several years is also evident in the number 
of students who passed the end-of-course 
math exams.

The fi rst group of tenth graders who took 
these exams two years ago scored 69.2 
percent in algebra 1 and 70.2 percent in 
geometry. This past spring, those scores 
jumped to 75.8 percent in algebra and 
81.6 percent in geometry.

“That tells us that out of every 10 kids that 
take the test, seven or eight are passing that 
assessment,” Parker said. “This is growth!”

took a slight dip with 72.2 percent of 
students passing compared with 78.3 per-
cent the year before. Third-grade reading 
scores also dropped statewide.

As in other core academic subjects, tests 
are given throughout the year at all district 
schools to measure a student’s progress. 
When necessary, interventions are targeted 
to each student’s individual needs during 
and outside of the school day, said Chris-
tine Moloney, director of instructional 
leadership.

Some schools have found success with 
a “Walk to Read” program. Students in 
a particular grade are grouped according 
to reading level, walk to an assigned class-
room for reading, and are grouped with 
others who have similar skills and needs.

Power standards like those developed 
for math have also been developed for 
language arts at the junior high and high 
school levels, said Vince Pecchia, chief 
academic offi cer for Regional Learning 
Community #1.

The school board also recently adopted 
a new “Journeys” reading curriculum for 
grades two through six. The curriculum is 
in use at 16 of the district’s 21 elementary 
schools this fall and will expand to the re-

maining fi ve next fall.

After just a few 
months of teaching 
the new material, 
Fruitland Elementary 
teacher Jenifer Willis 
said her students are 
“engaged in learning 
by reading, thinking, 
talking, and writing 
in a way that builds a 
love for reading.”

Willis added, “I feel 
like Journeys provides 
me with the tools 
I need to meet the indi-
vidual needs of each 
student.”

One of the biggest 
gains in seventh-grade 
reading was reported 
at Aylen Junior High. 
Almost 74 percent of 
students are meeting 

the reading standard, which is up nearly 
24 percentage points from the previous 
year.

Aylen Junior High Principal Kevin Men-
sonides said, “Our seventh-grade language 
arts teachers identifi ed and communicated 
learning outcomes to students, provided 
quality fi rst instruction, targeted re-teach-
ing and reassessment, and implemented a 
wide variety of engaging strategies and re-
sources to help our students meet specifi c 

work of all of the teachers and their para-
educators (teaching assistants).

“They are continually assessing their 
students and are data-driven,” Helle said, 
adding she meets with teachers every six 
weeks to discuss students who are not 
meeting standard and develop interven-
tions to help them succeed.

On a recent math lesson at Northwood 
Elementary, sixth graders in Jennifer Doerr’s 
class combined math chants with hand mo-
tions to learn about concepts such as mean, 
median, numerator, and denominator.

“I strongly believe the more intelligences 
students can use at once, the better they 
will remember the information,” Doerr 
said. “I have been doing the chants for nine 
years now, and students from my fi rst class 
can still recite them. I can always tell what 
kind of question the kids are working on 
during a test because I see their hands mov-
ing based on the chant they learned.”

Eighth-grade math scores also were 
strong, with double-digit percentage point 
gains at several schools.

Stahl Junior High, for example, went from 
55.9 percent of eighth graders meeting 
standard in 2011 to 68.5 percent in 2012. 
Kalles, Glacier View, and Edgemont 
junior high schools all met or exceeded 70 
percent of students meeting standard.
Stahl Junior High eighth-grade math 
teacher Justin Timothy said he and his 

Science gains

In fi fth grade, 77.5 percent of students 
across the district met the science standard, 
up from 63.8 percent the previous year.

Hunt Elementary is one of several elemen-
tary schools that made signifi cant gains 
from the previous year. Nearly 85 per-
cent of the fi fth graders met standard last 
spring compared to 59.5 percent in 2011.

“Hunt Elementary School’s science scores 
are a direct result of teachers paying atten-
tion to three important components — the 
data, the needs of their students, and the 
use of resources to benefi t all students,” 
said Principal Rebecca Williams.

Hunt Elementary fi fth-grade teacher Mol-
ly Perrine added, “It’s not so much what 
we did, but how we did it. We decided in 
order to truly reach our students we had 
to fi rst engage them, and then make sure 
that our instruction was intentional and 
reached all learners.”

The school encouraged students to par-
ticipate in the annual district science fair, 
used special teaching strategies and tools 
with proven success, and embedded sci-
ence vocabulary throughout the day and in 
all subjects.

Other high science scores were seen at 
Woodland Elementary, which climbed 
from nearly 85 percent to nearly 96 per- continued on page 5

Northwood Elementary sixth graders in Jennifer Doerr’s class 
combine chants with hand motions to learn math concepts. The 
school’s sixth graders topped 90 percent of students meeting the 
state math standard.

Hunt Elementary fi fth 
grader Kelsey Kuncl studies 
ecocolumns in Molly Perrine’s 
class. 

photo courtesy of Molly Perrine

cent of fi fth graders meeting standard, and 
at Fruitland Elementary, where fi fth grad-
ers jumped nearly 27 percentage points to 
90.2 percent.

Elementary teachers throughout the dis-
trict report success with using the district’s 
science kits, which encourage hands-on 
learning, as well as by integrating technol-
ogy in teaching and learning.

Students also had a strong showing in 
junior high science, with 71.4 percent 
of eighth graders districtwide meeting 
standard.

Last spring was the second year that 
eighth graders were tested on new science 
standards, and the results “are outstand-
ing,” Malone said.

One of the largest gains in eighth-grade 
science this year was at Glacier View Ju-
nior High where 77.6 percent of students 
met standard compared to 60.4 percent the 
previous year.

“The collaboration within our science 
department has focused on helping each 
student meet or exceed the state science 
standards,” said Principal Mark Vetter. 
“Our department is dedicated to building a 
love of science and knowledge within our 
students.”

During a recent lesson 
on moon phases, Gla-
cier View Junior High 
science teacher Corey 
Gill turned off the 
lights in the classroom 
and gave each eighth 
grader a stick topped 
with a blue ball that 
represented the moon. 
She directed each 
person to stand around 
a student in the center 
who held a brightly-lit 
bulb, which represent-
ed the sun.

When she gave the 
signal, the students, 
whose bodies were 
meant to represent 
earth, slowly turned 
and watched as the 
light from the bulb 
changed the amount 
of shadow that appeared on the side of the 
ball depending on the direction they faced.

“It’s a fun and engaging way for students 
to learn the different moon phases,” Gill 
said.

Reading and writing 
improvement

Reading scores were up across the district 
in all grades except grade three, which 
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High school classrooms proposed to relieve crowding

standards.”

A team of nine of the school’s sev-
enth-grade teachers attended a leader-
ship training conference in Seattle last 
August and has implemented some 
new instruction models this year. One 
strategy is to schedule students in 
blocks of classes so the same students 
are together in both English and social 
studies classes.

Seventh-grade language arts teacher 
Wendy Ramsaur said this is particu-
larly helpful because the teachers in 
those two subjects can meet and dis-
cuss the best methods for helping stu-
dents to be successful. Teachers also 
emphasize a set of vocabulary words 
across all subject areas, she said.

“We are basically targeting words 
across the curriculum,” she said, 
adding school librarian Bette Ames 
has been instrumental in supporting 
teachers in creating successful readers 
and writers.

Writing, which is tested at grade 10, 
continued an upward trend from previ-
ous years of strong test score results 
with 90.8 percent of students district-
wide meeting standard.

In his presentation to the school board, 
Malone shared a bar chart to demon-
strate how one grade level of students 
improved in writing from the time they 
took the test in grade four to their fi nal 
year of high school in grade 12.

In 2006, 56.6 percent of fourth grad-
ers met the writing standard. That same 
group climbed to 74.8 percent passing in 
2009 and 90.6 percent in 2012.

“This is a fantastic trend,” Malone said.

District assessments

In all grades, educators point to an 
increasing number of local district as-
sessments given throughout the year, 
followed with quick and targeted inter-
ventions, to help students who need help 
or need extra challenges.

The district also has an online data 
system in which principals and teachers 
can track student progress as they move 

State test results
continued from page 4

A lack of science lab space at Puyal-
lup High School forces some biology 
students to do experiments at their desks 
in a small carpeted room that is “far from 
adequate,” said biology teacher Peter Sirl.

It’s not uncommon, he said, for students 
to spill water as they carry containers 
from the sink to their desks. They also 
have to be careful not to trip over back-
packs, jackets, or other personal items 
at each student’s desk and risk dropping 
beakers or barnacles. 

Space is also at a premium at Rogers 
High School. “Global Village,” a cluster 
of 12 portable classrooms referred to by 
many students as “portable city,” houses 
mostly world language classes on the 
south side of campus. Students in math 
and special education also learn in three 
more portable classrooms further east on 
campus.

It’s nearly impossible, school administra-
tors say, for students in classes on the far 
northwest side of the high school to get to 
portable classrooms on the southwest side 
during designated class passing periods.

Growth and crowded conditions are also 
evident at the district’s newest high school, 
Emerald Ridge High School.

As time nears for the morning school bell, 
more than 1,000 students gather on the fi rst 
fl oor of the Commons as they wait for the 
signal to simultaneously head up the stairs 
or down the halls to class.

Science lab space is also at a premium 
— so much so that some teachers reserve 
class lab time two months in advance to as-
sure their students a spot, said Lisa Martin, 
full-time science lab technician.

All three high schools have more students 
on campus than the buildings were built to 
serve, and all have classroom additions and 
other improvements proposed in the Febru-
ary 12, 2013 school bond election.

Emerald Ridge High School

Emerald Ridge High School serves the 
highest population growth area among the 
district’s high schools.

When the school opened on the southern 

edge of the district, it was designed for 
1,400 students. Enrollment last month 
topped 1,600 students.

School planners anticipated future growth 
and identifi ed space in the master plan to 
build more facilities, including a 400-stu-
dent classroom addition.

“That time is now,” said Chief Operations 
Offi cer Rudy Fyles. 

The school bond proposes building the 
two-story classroom addition on the 
southeast end of campus. Plans also 
include relocating the school library inside 
the new classroom addition and expanding 
the Commons to where the library is now 
located. The realignment would connect 
the Commons with the career center.

The improvements would ease crowd-
ing in the Commons before school and 
at lunch, when more than 800 students 
gather to eat.

“It’s packed, so the kids end up eating 
down our hallways, outside, everywhere,” 
said Principal Brian Lowney.

Separating the library from the Commons 
would also be an improvement, he said.

“It’s hard to be in the library studying or 
doing research when there are 800 kids 
outside the window having lunch.”

The proposal also calls for remodeling 
science classrooms, relocating the bus 
loop and parking areas, and creating an 
outdoor courtyard connecting Emerald 
Ridge High and neighboring Glacier View 
Junior High.

With increased state science standards, 
including new end-of-course biology 
exams, there needs to be suffi cient science 
lab space for students to do inquiry-based 
investigations and research, Lowney said.

“Students can study about acids and 
bases and pH balance in a textbook, but it 
requires a laboratory for the most effective 
learning to take place,” he said. “More 
students are taking science than ever 
before, and more and more are signing up 
for Advanced Placement science courses 
to earn college credit.”

Stahl Junior High teacher Justin Timothy teaches a math lesson 
to eighth graders. Districtwide and at Stahl Junior High, students 
made strong gains in eighth-grade math.

continued on page 7

Emerald Ridge High School students crowd into the Commons 
before the morning bell. A two-story classroom addition is 
proposed as part of the February 12, 2013 school bond.

Puyallup High biology student Shawn Taylor (left) carries a 
container full of sea water and a barnacle to his desk for a science 
experiment with Sean Frieble (right). More science classroom and 
lab space is on the proposed 2013 school bond.

from one grade level and one school to 
the next.

Annual Measurement 
Objectives

The U.S. Department of Education has 
granted a waiver to Washington state 
that lifts some of the sanctions in the 
11-year-old “No Child Left Behind” 
federal law. 

The waiver lifts, for example, the 
requirement that all students in a school 
must meet reading and math profi ciency 
on annual state tests by 2014. 

Instead, school districts across Washing-
ton will need to meet “Annual Measur-
able Objectives” that show improvement 
in reading and math test scores by 2017 
for subgroups of students in various 
ethnic and economic groups.

To see a complete breakdown of how 
the Puyallup School District and its 32 
schools scored on last spring’s state 
tests, visit the Offi ce of the Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction website 
at www.k12.wa.us and click the State 
Report Card icon.

The state website also shows how each 
school fared on annual measurement 
objectives, as well as information about 
student demographics.
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at Spinning, Waller Road, and 
Northwood elementary schools.

• Build classroom additions at Rogers, 
Emerald Ridge, and Puyallup high 
schools. High school improvements 
also include construction of a practice 
gym and stage storage at Rogers 
High, fi eld improvements at Rogers 
and Puyallup high schools, parking 
expansion at Puyallup High, and the 
relocation of the library and expansion 
of the Commons at Emerald Ridge 
High.

• Make facility repairs or replace major 
building systems at aging schools to 
extend the life of the facilities.

• Upgrade classroom technology 
throughout the district to assure that 
all schools are consistent with tools 
used to support student learning. 
Additionally, provide students remote 
access to computers and improve 
wireless network capacity to support 
staff and student computer equipment. 

• Relocate the Edgemont Junior High 
track and fi eld.

• Renovate some special education 
classrooms.

This year’s bond project list is the 
culmination of two years of work by the 
Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee 
(CFAC) and Bond Advisory Commit-
tee (BAC). Both committees were made 
up of community members and district 
staff, and two high school students 

The chart above refl ects a timeline of the proposed bond projects in the February 12, 2013 Special 
Election. The left edge of each yellow bar indicates when the proposed project begins, and the right 
edge of each bar refl ects when the proposed project is estimated to be completed. The timeline for 
each project includes both the design and construction phase. Find more information about the bond 
projects throughout this issue of Connections.

February 12, 2013 
proposed school bond
continued from page 1

chaired the CFAC.

While the school board approved a $279.6 
million bond package, the CFAC identi-
fi ed more than three times that amount in 
facility and technology needs districtwide 
over the next 12 years.

The BAC pared the list to be within the 
district’s bonding capacity — the maxi-
mum dollar amount of bonds, per state 
law, that the school district can request 
that voters consider in an election.
 
The estimated total tax rate for district 
bonds would be $3.10 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation in 2014. This amount 
represents approximately a 91-cent in-
crease over the estimated 2013 tax rate.

The owner of a home valued at $200,000, 
for example, would pay about $15 more 
per month, or $182 a year, in property tax-
es ($200,000 divided by $1,000 multiplied 
by $.91). Low-income senior citizens and 
people with disabilities may qualify for a 
tax exemption.

The proposed projects are a continuation 
of facility improvement plans initiated in 
the 2004 voter-approved school bond. 

In that year, voters approved $198.5 
million in school bonds to fund projects 
that included building Glacier View 
Junior High and Carson and Edgerton 
elementary schools, replacing Aylen and 
Kalles junior high schools, expanding 
Puyallup High and Fruitland Elemen-
tary, remodeling several other schools, 
and upgrading student and staff com-

puter equipment.

All of the 2004 bond projects were 
completed on budget and on or ahead of 
schedule under the auspices of a 12-mem-
ber Bond Oversight Committee.

Since then, voters narrowly rejected a 
bond measure twice in 2007 and de-
feated a bond and capital levy package in 
2009. School bonds require a 60 percent 
supermajority to pass, and voter turnout 
must be at least 40 percent of the previous 
general election. School levies require a 
50 percent plus one vote to pass.

Puyallup is the second largest school dis-
trict in Pierce County and the ninth largest 
in the state with more than 20,500 students.

“It’s the right time to build,” Fyles said, “be-
cause construction costs are low and bond 
interest rates are low, which saves tax dol-
lars. The district’s backlog of work is great, 
and the projects would create hundreds of 
family-wage jobs in our community.”

More information on the February 12, 
2013 school bond election is on the dis-
trict website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
Additional articles about the proposed 
projects will also be featured in the Janu-
ary issue of Connections.

More than 4,000 students districtwide spend all or part of their day 
in a portable classroom. Here Puyallup High students cross West 
Main Street between the school and portable classrooms. 

2013 school bond election questions and answers
The following are some frequently asked 
questions about the school bond pro-
posed in the February 12, 2013 Special 
Election.

Q: What is a school bond?
A:  A bond pays for capital projects such 
as new school construction, remodels, 
technology upgrades, and other school 
improvements. The 2004 voter-approved 
school bond, for example, paid for 
construction of Glacier View Junior 
High and Carson and Edgerton elemen-
tary schools, replacement of Kalles and 
Aylen junior high schools, remodels or 
renovations at several other schools, 
and updated student and staff computer 
equipment.

Q: How is a school bond different from 
a school programs and operations levy?
A: A school programs and operations 
levy, also referred to as a maintenance 
levy, helps fund day-to-day learning 

needs such as textbooks and extracur-
ricular programs. Puyallup School District 
voters last approved a four-year school 
programs and operations levy in February 
2010.

Q: Why does the school district need a 
school bond election 
now?
A: When the bond 
comes before voters 
in February, it will 
have been nine years 
since the last school 
bond was approved. 
Enrollment growth 
over the past decade 
has created a need for 
more classrooms and the replacement of 
aging facilities and equipment. Puyallup is 
the ninth largest school district in Wash-
ington with more than 20,500 students. 
Growth is projected to continue over the 
next 12 years, especially at the elementary 

and high school levels. Additonally, now 
is an opportune time to build because 
bond interest rates and construction costs 
are low, which saves tax dollars.

Q: What are the election requirements?
A: The bond requires a 60 percent su-

permajority to pass. 
Voter turnout must be 
at least 40 percent of 
the previous general 
election.

Q: Are some resi-
dents eligible for tax 
exemptions?
A: Puyallup School 
District residents 

who are 61 years of age or older by 
December 31, 2012 and whose house-
hold income is $35,000 or less may 
qualify for a tax exemption from all or 
part of the proposed 2013 school bond. 
Regardless of age, residents who have 

a disability that prevents them from 
being employed may also qualify for 
this exemption. Exemptions must be 
renewed at least once every four years 
unless there is a change in status or in-
come. Proof of income and/or disability 
is required. Additional information on 
tax exemptions is available by contact-
ing the Senior Citizen and Disabled 
Persons Exemption Department Hotline 
at (253) 798-2169.

Q: How can I learn more?
A: Visit the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page, see the box in the upper-right cor-
ner titled “2013 Bond Election.”

Q: Where can I get other questions 
answered?
A: The district has set up an e-mail ad-
dress especially for questions about the 
proposed school bond. Send questions to 
election@puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

February 12, 2013 proposed bond projects
 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
 Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep

  Edgemont Junior High track relocation

  Northwood Elementary improvements

  Spinning Elementary improvements

  Waller Road Elementary improvements

  Classroom technology and computer system upgrades

  Emerald Ridge High classroom addition

  Firgrove Elementary replacement and expansion

  Puyallup High classroom addition and fi eld upgrade

  Aging facility repair projects

  Special Education classroom renovations

  Rogers High classroom addition, practice gym, fi eld upgrade, and stage storage

    Sunrise Elementary replacement and expansion

    Pope Elementary expansion

    New southwest area elementary school
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Puyallup High School

Puyallup High School’s proposed expan-
sion project includes adding classrooms 
and parking, as well as making some fi eld 
improvements.

As outlined in the school’s master plan, 
the project proposes adding classroom 
space for 200 students on the second and 
third fl oor of the career and technical edu-
cation building. The building is located on 
the southwest corner of campus adjacent 
to Pioneer Avenue.

The fi rst fl oor of the career and technical 
education building was constructed as part 
of the 2004 voter-approved school bond.
The classroom addition would provide 
the extra room needed for science classes 
and labs, as well as for other instructional 
uses, said Principal Jason Smith.

This fall, science classrooms are spread 
throughout the campus, including two on 
the second fl oor of the gym, one in the 
main building near administrative offi ces, 
and another in the library-science build-
ing. This makes it diffi cult, Smith said, for 
teachers to team with one another.

Noise from the 
gym building also 
interrupts instruc-
tion, said biology 
teacher Rocquel 
Stanley. Addition-
ally, she said her 
classroom fl uctu-
ates between being 
too hot or too cold 
because the out-
dated heating and 
cooling system that 
serves the pool area 
is unreliable and 
routinely requires 
maintenance. 

“Yes, students can 
wear their jackets 
and hats when it 
gets cold in the 
classroom, but 
that’s no way to learn,” she said.

The proposed bond project also calls for 
removing nine portable classrooms across 
the street from the school gym to open 
up more parking in the area, as well as 
upgrading the softball fi eld with fi eld turf 

and creating a half-fi eld practice space 
for physical education classes and some 
athletic teams.

Smith said removing the portables would 
not only add more parking but would also 
prevent students from having to cross 
West Main Street to get from the main 
campus to the portable classrooms.

“I don’t know of too many high schools in 
America that have a public street running 
through them,” Smith said.

Enrollment this year tops 1,550 students. 
Narrow stairwells and hallways from the 
1900s-style architecture fi ll up quickly 
— so much so that Principal Jason Smith 
calls one area on the main building’s fi rst 
fl oor “the convergence zone.”

A student doesn’t dare stop to talk or give 
a friend a hug here during passing periods, 
he said, or the result is an immediate 
bottleneck of teenagers determined to get 
up or down the stairs and in or out of the 
building in time for their next class.

Rogers High School

The bond proposes adding classroom 
space for 400 students to respond to 
growth in the southwest region, as well as 
a practice gym, stage storage, and a new 
turf fi eld with lights, bleachers, a press 
box, a sound system, and a scoreboard.

Two-story classroom additions are pro-
posed to connect 
the main class-
room building 
with the offi ce, as 
well as with the 
technology build-
ing.

More than 2,100 
square feet of 
storage would be 
added to the stage 
area inside the 
school’s perform-
ing arts center. 
The area is so tight 
for space, said 
drama director 
Bill Wernofsky, 
that building 
materials for some 
props and sets are 
frequently stored 

outside behind the building.
 
The green room where actors change into 
costume and apply stage make-up is also 
cramped with costume storage, boxes, and 
still more props. Actors also have little 
space to walk on and off stage during 

continued from page 5

Bond proposes high 
school improvements

productions because of the props and sets 
stored backstage.

Senior Darian Webb, who has participated 
in drama classes since his sophomore 
year, described a line on the fl oor that des-
ignates a small space that actors can walk 
so they don’t bump into sets and other 
items stored on stage.

“It can get pretty hectic because there’s 
not much space,” he said. “We have to 
be careful during set changes so we don’t 
knock anything over or make other noise 
for the audience.”

The space crunch on this campus is also 
evident by the number of athletic teams 
and clubs that either come to school early, 
often by 6 a.m., or stay late so they have 
a place to meet or practice, said Principal 
John Bustad.

The gymnastics team, for example, stores 
its mats and other equipment in a closet 
in the school Commons. Practice space in 
the gym is limited, so the team holds prac-
tice early in the morning in the Commons.

The new turf fi eld would be similar to a 
fi eld project completed this fall at Emerald 
Ridge High School; however, the bond 
does not propose improvements to the 
Rogers High track since it was recently 
resurfaced and restriped.

Football coach Gene Bowen said a new 
fi eld would be a welcome improvement 
since the team and others cannot use half 
the fi eld when it rains.

“The northern side of the fi eld doesn’t 

drain, and it gets to the point where it’s 
almost standing water out there,” Bowen 
said. “It’s just not safe to have the students 
on there, so we end up using half the fi eld.”

While district maintenance employees add 
sand to troublesome areas, fi ll potholes, 
and try their best to keep the fi eld use-
able, he said the surface quickly returns to 
soggy conditions during the rainy season.

The fi eld hash marks, or white yardage 
lines, also fade in inclement weather. The 
lines are used to help players know where 
they are moving and marking the ball.

To have a decent practice, especially 
before a game, Bowen takes his team to 
Sparks Stadium in downtown Puyallup.

A new fi eld would allow Rogers High stu-
dent athletes to be home for some games 
or meets. The community could also ben-
efi t from its use during non-school hours, 
said assistant principal Guy Kovacs.

“There is no question it would add to 
school spirit,” Kovacs said.

Senior Troy Mooney, who plays on the 
football team’s offensive line, said a 
new fi eld would be a huge benefi t for the 
students, especially by having bright vis-
ible markings on the sidelines on an inlaid 
fi eld turf surface.

“If a receiver is fi ve yards away from 
a fi rst down, the lines make it easier to 
know what you have to work for and to 
set up your alignment,” he said. “Right 
now, we just try to make the best of what 
we have.”

Students combine academics and fi tness in math relay

More than 1,000 fourth, fi fth, and sixth graders from 14 district elementary schools tested their math knowledge and physical fi tness 
abilities last month during the annual “Marge Salmon Math Relay” event at Sparks Stadium. Students competed in fi tness skills such 
as jumping jacks, jump rope, running, and push-ups while also being timed by coaches and parent volunteers on multiplication and 
division math skills. The event is named for former teacher Marge Salmon, who retired in 2011. Salmon took a student team several 
years ago to another district’s math relay event. When that ended, Puyallup launched its own relay event, said this year’s coordinator, 
Greg Farias, who teaches physical education at Brouillet and Edgerton elementary schools. Photos (from left): Sunrise Elementary 
student Sean McBroom prepares to race, Maplewood Elementary teacher Clint Patton tests student Sebastian Badgley-McGhee on 
multiplication facts, and Zeiger Elementary student Destiny Pegram jumps rope.

Rogers High School students walk during passing period between 
a classroom building on the left and the offi ce on the right. One of 
two, two-story classroom additions proposed in the 2013 school 
bond would connect the buildings.

Puyallup High student Jaycee 
House conducts a science 
experiment at her desk.
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At Carson Elementary, one of the newest 
elementary schools in the district, students 
meet on the gym stage for music with a 
retractable wall separating them and the 
physical education classes next door.

The divider is not soundproof, however, 
and it’s common for students in both 
classes to hear noise coming through the 
wall, said Principal Kevin Hampton.

Students in physical education can hear 
music and singing coming from the stage, 
while those in music class can hear class-
mates running across the fl oor or bouncing 
balls, Hampton said.

“We have simply run out of regular class-
room space, so we have to get creative in 
how programs and services are offered,” 
he said.

Carson Elementary was built with two 
classrooms designed especially for music 
instruction; however, even with trying 
different scheduling options, there were 
too many students than space available to 
fi t all music classes into those two spaces, 
Hampton said.

With 910 students enrolled this fall, Car-
son Elementary houses 150 more children 
than the school was built to serve. 

The school serves more students than 
any of the 20 other elementary schools 
districtwide. In fact, more students attend 
this school than any of the district’s seven 
junior high schools.

Signs of growth are evident throughout 
the school, ranging from long vehicle 
drop-off and pick-up lines, to students 
who eat at their classroom desks because 
there isn’t enough space in the cafeteria.

“Here we have one of the newest schools 
in the district with a central location for 
students to eat,” Hampton said. “Yet, 
we still have children eating in carpeted 
rooms near books and papers because we 
simply don’t have room for them to all fi t 
in the space that was designed for them to 
eat.”

A school bond that will come before 
voters in the February 12, 2013 Special 
Election proposes building an elementary 
school in the southwest region to relieve 
crowded conditions at Carson Elementary 
and some neighboring elementary schools.

The 750-student school, which would be 

built on nearly 17 acres of undeveloped 
property on 144th Street East just west 
of 80th Avenue Court East, would also 
prepare for projected enrollment growth in 
the area.

There are more than 3,700 residential 
units, for example, in various stages of de-
velopment in the Puyallup School District. 
Many of those new units are located on 
South Hill.

In addition to keeping an eye on building 
permits issued and residential construc-
tion, school district staff and the school 
board consult annually with demographer 
W. Les Kendrick to track short- and long-
term enrollment projections.  

Kendrick’s latest study, which examines 
enrollment growth factors such as con-
struction and birth rates, indicates elemen-
tary school enrollment will increase by 
1,800-plus students in the Puyallup School 
District over the next 12 years.

The new elementary school would open in 
September 2017.

February 12, 2013 election

New southwest elementary school on bond election ballot 

Carson Elementary

Carson Elementary, located near 176th 
Street and Gem Heights Drive, opened 
with nearly 800 students in 2007 and has 
seen enrollment climb ever since. Voters 
approved the new school construction as 
part of the 2004 school bond election.

The two-story school opened with two 
portable classrooms adjacent to the main 
school building and began holding regular 
classes in those detached buildings a year 
later. This year, there are fi ve portable 
classrooms on the site.

Second-grade teacher Mary Gendreau, 
who has taught in the main school build-
ing the past several years, remembers 
teaching fi rst grade in one of those two 
portable classrooms.

“I arranged class 
bathroom breaks, 
but there were still 
fi rst graders who 
needed to return 
to the bathroom at 
other times during 
the day. It was a nightmare,” she said. 
Doors to the main building had to be 
unlocked and young students watched to 
make sure they returned to class safely.

This year, Gendreau still feels the squeeze 
of crowded conditions. Her students eat 
lunch at their desks rather than in the 
cafeteria, which can’t fi t all students in 
three scheduled lunches. Between fi ve and 
10 classes eat in classrooms on a regular 
basis, Hampton said.

“We went into the cafeteria on the fi rst 
day of school, and there just physically 
wasn’t enough room,” Gendreau said.

Every day before lunch, Gendreau asks 
her second graders to put away their books 
and classwork to protect instructional 
materials from potential lunch spills. She 
also has them wipe their tables clean both 
before and after lunch.

Fifth-grade teacher Kristen Hill said 
there are usually fi ve classes at a time in 
the cafeteria, with eight or nine students 
crowded around each of the round tables. 
It usually takes 15 minutes for students 
who buy their lunch to move through the 
service lines, she said, adding some do not 

fi nish eating before lunch ends.

Crowded conditions are also felt in the 
morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up 
car lanes, which snake around the parking 
lot from the school entrance down to the 
bottom of the hill. Some parents, like Nik-
ki Foster, arrive at school 30-45 minutes 
before the afternoon bell rings rather than 
risk getting behind a long line of cars.

“It gets really crowded in here, and it’s 
worth it to come early,” she said.

Kewal Lalli is also one of the early arriv-
ers at the end of the school day. In warm 
weather, he sets up a folding chair on the 
lawn next to his car while he waits to pick 
up his three grandchildren.

Charles Wilson wasn’t so lucky during the 
fi rst few weeks of 
school this year. He 
was about 50 cars 
back in line when 
he arrived in front 
of school to pick up 
his second-grade 
daughter.

“It’s a doozy,” he said, shaking his head 
in disbelief at the cars snaking through the 
parking lot.

Hampton praised Carson Elementary par-
ents for their efforts to make things work 
as smoothly as possible.

“We all work together to make the best of 
the situation,” he said. 

Zeiger and Woodland
elementary schools

A newly constructed elementary school 
in the southwest region would also bring 
relief to Zeiger and Woodland elementary 
schools.

Zeiger Elementary, which opened in 1996 
and was designed to serve 550 students, 
has more than 700 students enrolled this 
fall.

The school holds classes in six portable 
classrooms. Principal Cari Ake said 
challenges arise when students need to 

Carson Elementary School students participate in music class 
on the gym stage. While the school has two classrooms built 
especially for music, some of the classes have been moved to 
the stage because there are too many students for the permanent 
space available. A retractable wall separates the classes from the 
gym, but noise still comes through on both sides.

Images such as this one of long line-ups of cars dropping off or picking up students is common 
particularly at elementary schools in the southwest region of the district, where enrollment growth has 
generated more school-age children than schools were designed to serve. On this September day at 
Carson Elementary, more than 75 cars snaked through the parking lot at dismissal and took more than 
a half hour to clear.

continued on page 9

“We simply have run out of regular 
classroom space, so we have to get 
creative in how programs and services 
are offered.”

Kevin Hampton
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Puyallup Offi ceMax store representatives 
surprised Sunrise Elementary resource 
teacher Carly Resch with more than 
$1,200 worth of school supplies before a 
gym fi lled with cheering students and staff 
members. 

Store manager Greg Anderson presented 
Resch with an oversized box full of sup-
plies on October 2 as part of the fi fth an-
nual national Offi ceMax Adopt-A-Class-
room event titled “A Day Made Better.”

Offi ceMax District Manager Mark Rus-
sell and Puyallup store sales associates 
Lisa Furmage and Rhiannon Hughes also 
helped fi ll a long table at the front of the 
gym with the classroom gifts.

Winning teachers throughout the coun-
try are nominated by their principals for 
having demonstrated “passion, dedication, 
and innovation in the classroom.”

Sunrise Elementary Principal Terrie Gar-
rison said she consulted with several staff 
members and put numerous teacher names 
into a school drawing for the Offi ceMax 

Teacher surprised with $1,200 of school supplies

gifts. Resch’s name was randomly drawn 
as the winner.

Resch, who is in her fi fth year working at 
Sunrise Elementary, helps students in all 
grade levels with reading, writing, math, 
and behavior skills. She meets in small 
groups with as many as 40 students a day.

She thanked Offi ceMax for the generous 
gift and then turned to students and staff 
in the audience. “I love working with all 
of you!” she said.

Garrison selected sixth grader Cameron 
Alfaro to stand in front of the assembly 
and describe Resch. “She’s awesome,” he 
said. “She helps us with math.”

Paraeducator Jennifer Johnson added, 
“Your dedication to the students is inspir-

ing. We are so happy to have you here.”

Among the gifts, Resch received a new 
desk chair, laminator, label maker, stapler, 
binders, notebooks, pencils, planners, dry 
erase markers, clipboards, and paper.

“We know how much teachers spend out 
of their own pockets for their classrooms,” 
Anderson said. “This is our way of help-
ing.”

This is the second time Puyallup School 
District teachers have been surprised 
by Offi ceMax as part of “A Day Made 
Better.” Firgrove Elementary teachers 
Deb Larson and Wendy Johnson, and 
Sunrise Elementary teacher Julie Murphy, 
received new classroom chairs and boxes 
fi lled with classroom supplies two years 
ago.

In a move to create safer conditions for 
student athletes, a proposed school bond 
project outlines moving the Edgemont 
Junior High School track and fi eld from 
across a well-traveled street to the same 
side of campus as the school building.

Moving the track and fi eld has been part 
of the school’s master plan for more than 
20 years.

With the removal two years ago of Hilltop 
Elementary, the time is right to move 
forward, said Gary Frentress, director of 
capital projects.

While there haven’t been any known 
injuries from years of junior high athletes 
crossing 24th Street East to get to practice 
or a game, “it’s a safety issue, and all it 
takes is one,” said track and football coach 
Kevin Dahl.

Dahl, who also teaches physical science 
this year, has coached Edgemont Junior 
High athletes for 24 years. Crossing 24th 
Street East, he said, is the only way to get 
to the fi eld.

The crosswalk is marked, but it’s not 
uncommon for cars to back up along 24th 
Street East when an entire football team 
makes its way across the street.

“Edgewood police are good about moni-
toring traffi c at school start and ending 
times, but it’s still a safety issue every 
time we cross,” Dahl said. “Every so often 
you get a driver not paying attention, 
which always causes a concern.”

Relocating the track and fi eld would also 
signifi cantly shorten the distance and time 
it takes to get to the fi eld and the start of 
instruction, he said.

Bond proposes Edgemont fi eld relocation

natural turf fi eld and a cinder track.

Locating the fi eld across the street was 
part of the original school design in 1938. 
The school opened that year as “Edgemont 
School,” had eight classrooms, and served 
students in grades one through eight.

The school changed to a junior high in 
1957 with the opening of Hilltop Elemen-
tary and was replaced and modernized as 
part of the voter-approved 1997 school 
bond. 

The fi eld could not be moved as part of 
that modernization because Hilltop El-
ementary occupied the site where it would 
be relocated.

Now, just getting to practice is a workout 
with students walking at least several 
hundred yards from the locker room to the 
fi eld, he said.

“This cuts into practice time,” he said. 
“Also, when a student has to leave early 
from practice, it creates a problem be-
cause you can’t see the locker room from 
the fi eld across the street. Someone has to 
leave practice to accompany the student 
back to the building and unlock the door.”

The $3 million project would include de-
molishing the former Hilltop Elementary 
gym and parking area on the northwest 
side of the campus, regrading the area, 
and installing a fully drained and irrigated 

the Pierce County Elections Division, 
2501 South 35th St., Suite C, Tacoma.

To register to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must be:
• At least 18 years old by election day.
• A United States citizen and legal 

Pierce County resident. 
• Not under the authority of the 

Department of Corrections. 
• Not disqualifi ed from voting due to a 

court order.

To register online, visit https://wei.sos.
wa.gov/agency/osos/en/voterinforma-
tion/Pages/RegistertoVote.aspx. A valid 
Washington state driver’s license or 
Washington state-issued identifi cation 
card is required to register online.

Forms may also be accessed on the 
Internet at http://www.sos.wa.gov/elec-
tions/register_mail.aspx or by calling 
the Pierce County Elections Division at 
(253) 798-8683.

If registering by mail and it is the 
fi rst time registering to vote in Pierce 
County, applicants must list on the form 
a Washington state driver’s license or 
the last four digits of their Social Secu-
rity number. 

Register to vote
continued from page 1

take bathroom breaks and when they 
get wet in the rain walking to and 
from the main building to go to the 
library, gym, restrooms, nurse, and 
lunch line.

“Their lunches also get soggy in the 
rain,” she said. “But every space in-
side the building is being used.”

Woodland Elementary School’s 
568-student enrollment this fall is 
closer to the 550-student capacity 
the building was built for; however, 
there are still four portable classrooms 
– three that cover a portion of the 
playground area, and one that sits on 
the edge of the grass fi eld.

Music is held in two of the portable 
classrooms, and instruction is at times 
interrupted with balls that bounce 
against the side of the buildings from 
students playing at recess, said Princi-
pal Eric Molver.

Similarly, a student running down the 
side of the grass fi eld, whether playing 
with a football or a soccer ball, has to 
zig-zag around the portable classroom, 
Molver said.

“Like many of our other schools, the 
intent when the school was designed 
was not to have portable classrooms 
taking up playground space or any 
other areas,” he said.

New 750-student 
elementary school 
continued from page 8

Edgemont Junior High junior varsity football players cross 24th 
Street East to their practice fi eld while traffi c stops to wait for the 
team to pass. 

Sunrise Elementary School resource teacher Carly Resch is 
surprised with more than $1,200 of school supplies to use in her 
classroom as part of the Offi ce Max “A Day Made Better” event.

R i t t
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Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections fea-
tures one or more gradutes from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and successes 
since they walked across the graduation stage.

A typical day for Kate Nikbakhsh in-
volves a full schedule of veterinary care 
ranging from routine animal well checks, 
spays, and dental cleanings, to emergen-
cies such as caesarian sections, blood 
transfusions, and traumas. 

Her most rewarding moments, she says, 
are ones when she can assess an emer-
gency situation, look into a tearful pet 
owner’s eyes, and reassure the client that 
the sick or injured pet will recover.

Caring for animals has been a lifelong 
passion for the 1999 Rogers High School 
graduate, who is one of seven veterinar-
ians working at South Hill Veterinary 
Hospital.

Nikbakhsh joined the hospital six years 
ago after earning her doctorate in veteri-
nary medicine from Washington State 
University (WSU). 

She has followed in the footsteps of her 
father, veterinarian Gary Larson, who has 
owned the private practice since 1983.

Larson, who graduated from Puyallup 
High in 1970, expanded his practice seven 
years ago by building a new hospital on 
land adjacent to the original building on 
39th Avenue across from the South Hill 
Mall. He continues to work at the hospital 
practicing medicine and performing 
surgeries. 

His wife, Debbie, is also a 1970 Puyal-
lup Viking alumni and the veterinary 
hospital’s chief fi nancial offi cer. The 
facility provides boarding for more than 
120 animals, exam rooms, a laboratory, 
surgery rooms, and services including ul-
trasound, x-ray, endoscopy, laser therapy, 
and grooming.

Nikbakhsh recalls as a young girl wanting 

to spend all of her time with animals.

“I remember being fi ve years old, coming 
to the offi ce with my dad, and hanging 
out with the animals at their cages,” she 
said. “When I was old enough to work, I 
cleaned kennels, scrubbed fl oors, worked 
in the reception area, and held animals for 
certain procedures. I grew up wanting to 
be a vet.” 

Nikbakhsh credits her education in the 
Puyallup School District for helping pre-
pare her well for the demands of college 
and veterinary school.

She attended Sunrise Elementary, partici-
pated in the QUEST program for highly 
capable learners in fi fth and sixth grade at 
Maplewood Elementary, and spent three 
years at Ferrucci Junior High before join-
ing Rogers High.

Rogers High graduate returns home as local veterinarian

During high school Nikbakhsh enrolled in 
Advanced Placement classes and scored 
high enough marks to apply those courses 
toward college credit.

At the end of graduate school, Nikbakhsh 
completed a one-year internship at the 
VCA Veterinary Specialty Center of 
Seattle in Lynnwood. She said she spent 
most of her time “working intensely” on 
the emergency fl oor.

The Puyallup resident and mother of two 
said she especially enjoys practicing emer-
gency medicine. In unusual or specialty 
cases, she often consults with colleagues 
at Seattle Veterinary Specialists, as well 
as with veterinary specialists at WSU and 
throughout the Puget Sound.

Nikbakhsh is one of three doctors at the 
hospital who perform endoscopies, in 

Rogers High graduate Kate Nikbakhsh examines the ears of a 
7-year-old boxer, Lola.

which a tube with a camera on the end is 
illuminated by a light source and inserted 
through an animal’s mouth into its stom-
ach. The procedure can be used to search 
for and retrieve foreign bodies, as well as 
to take biopsies. 

In one case, Nikbakhsh said, she removed 
a needle that had been swallowed by a pug 
dog. She has also removed pennies from 
a dog’s stomach and a plastic baby bottle 
nipple that had been swallowed by a cat 
not once, but three times.

Although it is always diffi cult, she said, 
euthanizing an animal at the end of a long 
and happy life is not the worst part of her 
job. The hardest thing, she said, is having 
to put down a loved pet because an owner 
can no longer afford to care for the sick or 
injured animal.

One especially rewarding aspect of her 
job, Nikbakhsh said, is training students 
new to the veterinary fi eld.

Last month Nikbakhsh wrote a letter of 
recommendation for a former Rogers 
High student who worked at the hospital, 
studied veterinary medicine in college, 
and then contacted her for a reference as 
he applied to veterinary school.

Nikbakhsh’s own career goals include 
completing a rigorous process to earn 
certifi cation from the American Board of 
Veterinary Practitioners.

She credits two of her high school teach-
ers for inspiring her to always work hard 
and have a positive outlook on life.

The late Annie Boulet, who taught English 
at Rogers High during Nikbakhsh’s high 
school years, “helped me prepare for AP 

Junior high and high school scholars 
receive Elizabeth Wesley merit award
High schools throughout the district are 
celebrating the success this fall of 73 
Puyallup School District students named 
Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive 
Award recipients.

The Puyallup students make up more 
than a third of the 201 student scholars 
throughout Pierce County recognized for 
the honor by the Tacoma 
Urban League.

Each of the merit win-
ners received certifi cates 
during recognition events 
scheduled last month at 
Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, 
and Rogers high schools.

The students also re-
ceived recognition and 
standing ovations during 
the annual Elizabeth 
Wesley Youth Merit 
Incentive Award Program ceremony held 
in September at Clover Park Technical 
College in Lakewood.

The Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit 
Incentive Award Program recognizes 
and honors African-American youth in 
grades nine through 11 for academic 
excellence, community involvement, 

and good citizenship.

The awards program is named for Eliza-
beth Wesley, a civic leader active in the 
founding of the Tacoma Urban League.

The league awards each of the student 
winners $350, and the Puyallup School 
District winners have their photos dis-

played each year at the 
South Hill Mall.

The number of Puyallup 
scholars recognized by the 
program has grown from 
14 in 2006 to 73 students
this year — the most 
students honored from any 
of the participating school 
districts.

Names of this year’s Eliza-
beth Wesley Youth Merit 
Incentive Award recipients 

are on the district website.

Principals, assistant principals, and other 
school district administrators raised more 
than $10,000 this year during a silent and 
dessert auction at an annual summer lead-
ership conference to support the annual 
Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive 
Award program.

Fall and winter safety tips
To improve the safety of students who walk or ride bikes to school, parents are en-
couraged to review the following fall and winter safety tips with their children.

Be seen
•  Wear bright-colored clothes, and if it is dark or hard to see, carry a fl ashlight and 

wear refl ective gear.
•  Bicyclists who ride in the dark are required by law to have their bikes equipped 

with a white headlight and a red rear refl ector or taillight.
•  Walk or bike on the appropriate side of the road. If there is no sidewalk, walk on 

the side of the road facing traffi c. Bicyclists should ride on the right side of the 
road, moving in the same direction as motor vehicles.

Dress appropriately
•  Layering is warmth. Wear many layers of loose clothing, as this ensures that there 

are pockets of air between the clothing layers that insulate the body from the cold. 
Close gaps, such as neck and wrist openings that are potential sites for heat loss. 
Wearing a scarf around the neck and long gloves or mittens can help.

•  Ice and occasional snow in the Northwest can make it diffi cult to walk, so a good 
pair of boots or other shoes with traction is essential.

Make sure bicycles and bicycle equipment are in working order
•  Before riding a bike to school, check to see that the tires are infl ated properly, the 

drive train is clean and lubricated, and the brakes work.
• Keep both hands ready to brake. Allow extra distance for stopping in the rain, 

since brakes are less effi cient when wet.
• Wear a properly-fi tted bicycle helmet. Head injuries cause 75 percent of bicyclist 

deaths.

Sources: National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, National Center 
for Safe Routes to School, Washington State Department of Transportation, and Mayo 
Clinic.

continued on page 12
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School and district leadership posts announced this fall
The following are leadership positions for the 2012-13 
school year that include new hires, as well as changes 
in job titles or duties. Other leadership posts announced 
earlier in summer were featured in the August issue of 
Connections and on the district website. 

Chief Academic Offi cer of
Regional Learning
Community #1

Name: Vince Pecchia
Former Position: Director of Instruc-
tional Leadership
Past Positions: Pecchia has worked 
as a director of instructional lead-
ership since 2008. Before that he 

worked as a principal and an assistant principal at Hunt 
Elementary, a Puyallup School District building learning 
specialist, and an administrative intern and a teacher at 
Pioneer Valley Elementary in the Bethel School District. 
He began teaching at Pioneer Valley Elementary in 1997.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Pacifi c 
Lutheran University.

Director of Instructional
Leadership

Name: Christine Moloney
Former Position: Principal at Aylen 
Junior High School
Past Positions: Moloney served as 
Aylen Junior High School’s principal 
since 2005. Before that, she worked 
as an interim principal, an assistant 
principal, and a planning assistant principal at Cougar 
Mountain Junior High in the Bethel School District. Ad-
ditionally, she served as an assistant principal, dean of 
students, and secondary education specialist at Spanaway 
Junior High. She began teaching in the Bethel School 
District in 1996.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran Uni-
versity and master’s degree from City University.

Director of Maintenance and 
Risk Management

Name: Leonard Cassman
Former Position: Director of Main-
tenance
Past Positions: Cassman has been 
director of maintenance since Decem-
ber 2008. Before that, he served as a 
classifi ed maintenance supervisor, a 

maintenance specialist planner, and utility crew foreman. 
He joined the Puyallup School District in 1988.

Aylen Junior High School
Principal

Name: Kevin Mensonides
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Aylen Junior High School
Past Positions: Before joining the 
Aylen staff in 2007, Mensonides 
worked as an administrative intern at 
Cougar Mountain Junior High in the 

Bethel School District. He also worked in that district 
as a building technology coordinator and trainer, and a 
social studies and technology teacher. 
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State 
University and master’s degree from Western Governors 
University in Utah.

Puyallup High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Eric Fredericks
Former Position: Administrative in-
tern in North Thurston Public Schools
Past Positions: Fredericks has 
served as an administrative intern 
and a middle school teacher in North 
Thurston Public Schools since 2004. 

Before that, he worked as a health and science teacher in 
the Shelton School District, a director of technology at 
Annie Wright School in Tacoma, an elementary school 
science specialist in North Thurston Public Schools, and 
other teaching positions in Federal Way Public Schools 
and University Place Public Schools. 
Degrees: Bachelor’s degrees from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University and Washington State University, and master’s 
degrees from University of Missouri and University of 
Cincinnati. 

Emerald Ridge High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Mark Harris
Former Position: On-time graduation 
specialist and teacher at Walker High 
School
Past Positions: Before coming to Em-
erald Ridge High, Harris worked one 
year as a math and science teacher and 
an on-time graduation specialist at Walker High School. 
Before that, he taught science for 20 years at Ballou 
Junior High. Prior to that, he was a teacher at the former 
Hilltop and Riverside elementary schools. Harris joined 
the Puyallup School District in 1987 as a teacher at Riv-
erside Elementary School. Before that he was a long-term 
substitute in the Mead School District, tutored a student 
in Spokane, and was an assistant soccer coach in Renton.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Whitworth College and 
master’s degree from Gonzaga University.

Aylen Junior High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Janet Wojtala
Former Position: Special education 
teacher at Rogers High School
Past Positions: Wojtala has taught 
special education classes at Rogers 
High School since 1997. This past 
summer, she served as the junior high 
and high school summer school principal. Before join-
ing Rogers High, Wojtala was a substitute teacher in the 
Federal Way School District, a substitute teacher at Life 
Christian School, and a teacher in the Madison School 
District in Arizona.    
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Montana State University 
and master’s degree from Grand Canyon University.

Carson Elementary School
Assistant Principal

Name: Melayne Jones
Former Position: Administrative 
intern in Tacoma Public Schools
Past Positions: Jones became an 
administrative intern in Tacoma after 
having taught in that district since 
1994. Before that, she worked two 

years as a teacher in the Hoquiam School District.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Lesley University in 
Tacoma.

Edgerton Elementary School
Principal

Name: Steve Leifsen
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Emerald Ridge High School
Past Positions: Leifsen has served 
the past year as assistant principal at 
Emerald Ridge High School. Before 
that, he worked fi ve years as an as-

sistant principal at Ferrucci Junior High; two years as an 
assistant principal at Fruitland and Woodland elementary 
schools; and a sixth-grade teacher, a special education 
teacher, and an administrative intern at Pope Elementary. 
He started teaching at Pope Elementary in 1997.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Pacifi c 
Lutheran University.

of its museum exhibits and curriculum.

One of her former Puyallup High drama students, Jodi 
(Reitz) Franks, was thrilled to learn about Belt being 
inducted into the Hall of Fame.

Franks, who teaches at Meeker Elementary School, 
graduated in 1988 after spending three years in the 
high school drama program under Belt’s direction. She 
participated in productions including “Guys and Dolls,” 
“A Flea in Her Ear,” “The Lion, The Witch, and the 
Wardrobe,” and “The Skin of Our Teeth.”

“What I remember about Lynda Belt as a teacher is that I 
always felt respected,” Franks said. “She trusted us, and 
she always allowed us to have choices. When deciding 
on a play to perform in class, I remember reading over 
scripts together and everyone getting a chance to add 
his or her own ideas. I loved using my creativity, and I 
always looked forward to coming to class, knowing that 
we would be doing something fun and exciting, yet chal-
lenging, every day.”

Franks said her experiences in drama helped her in 
many of life’s pursuits, including musical performance 
as a music major at Pacifi c Lutheran University, and 
teaching.

She said she has integrated drama into her classroom at 
Meeker Elementary through student plays and pre-
sentations. Her study of drama has also improved her 
understanding of literature, she said, which has been an 
invaluable tool in teaching reading at a higher level.

“I would not trade my experiences in drama at Puyallup 
High School for anything,” she said.

Former drama teacher 
inducted into Hall of Fame
continued from page 3

Puyallup School Board President Greg 
Heath and fellow directors congratulate 
teacher Lynda Belt for being inducted into 
the Washington State Thespian Hall of 
Fame.

QUEST testing deadlines
January 15 is the next deadline to submit an applica-
tion to be tested for the QUEST program for highly 
capable students. 

The application is on the district website and is ac-
cepted four times each year, with additional due dates 
on May 15, August 15, and September 15.

Science Information Night 
is set for January 8
Parents and students throughout the district are invited 
to attend a community night designed to help students 
be successful in creating science fair projects.

The free event begins at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 
8 in the Exposition Hall at the Puyallup Fair & Events 
Center.

School district news is on 
Facebook and Twitter
The Puyallup School District posts up-to-the-minute 
news and information, including the fi rst notice of 
school delays or cancellations.

Links to both social networking sites are on the school 
district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. To sign 
up and see daily posts, click the Facebook and Twitter 
links at the bottom of the Home page.
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School supply drive draws record $23,600 of donations

photos courtesy of Sarah Barker

Crayons, binders, backpacks, glue sticks, 
scissors, and scientifi c calculators are 
among more than $23,600 worth of school 
supplies donated this fall by area business-
es, service organizations, and individuals.

The amount received is an all-time high 
for Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
(CISP), which has partnered with the Puy-
allup School District the past seven years 
to coordinate the drive for local students 
in need.

Boxes full of the donated supplies were 
sent this fall to each of the 32 schools in 
the district.

Jan Mauk, executive director of CISP, 
shared about the record-high supply 
drive with the Puyallup School Board in 
September. 

Mauk gave examples of the outpouring 
of donations that provide students with 
“basic supplies necessary to achieve in 
school.”

For the third consecutive year, Red Canoe 
Credit Union coordinated a “Fill the 
Canoe” school supply drive at its Puyallup 
location and at numerous businesses and 
organizations throughout the community.

The drive brought in more than 2,800 
pounds of school supplies, and Red Canoe 
Credit Union matched donated supplies 
pound for pound.

School supplies fi lled canoes or other 
donation boxes at locations including 
MultiCare Good Samaritan Hospital, City 
of Puyallup, South Hill Mall, Puyallup-
Sumner Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Puyallup School District administration 
offi ce.

Emerald Ridge High School students, 
under the leadership of Career Specialist 
Patti McMullan, also organized a two-day 
“Fill the Canoe” school supply drive on 
campus.

High school students and staff, as well as 
teachers at neighboring schools, collec-
tively brought in nearly 500 pounds of 
school supplies.

Costco has contributed annually to the 
drive since its inception seven years 
ago, and this year was no exception. The 
company donated 432 elementary school 
backpacks.

Numerous other local companies, faith-
based organizations, service clubs, and in-

dividuals contributed to the success of the 
drive by donating school supplies, money, 
or volunteer time to sort and inventory 
items sent throughout the district. 

“Some of the students who receive these 

supplies come to school with little or 
nothing in the way of the basic tools 
needed to be empowered to learn,” 
Mauk said. “We are so appreciative of 
the community’s generosity year after 
year.”

Emerald Ridge track and fi eld is complete
Emerald Ridge High School senior 
Keeley Davidson noticed the change im-
mediately.

Having run cross country on the school 
track for the past two years, Davidson 
stepped onto the new track surface this 
year and described it as a “huge improve-
ment.”

“Before it was like running on concrete,” 
she said. “Now, it is softer and more 
impact-resistant.”

The newly resurfaced and restriped 
track opened in August, just in time for 
the opening of the 2012 cross-country 
season.

The project is part of $2.5 million of 
track and fi eld improvements that started 
at the school last summer.

Improvements were funded with state 
matching funds collected through the 
voter-approved 2004 school bond.

Those improvements include the instal-
lation of a synthetic artifi cial turf fi eld 
surface, similar to that on the Sparks 
Stadium fi eld in downtown Puyallup. 

A drain system was also installed to 
allow the fi eld to be used year-round by 

school and community 
groups.

“This is a great boon to 
our community,” said 
Dell Dittus, athletic coor-
dinator at Emerald Ridge 
High School. “It allows 
students to play during 
all types of weather since 
the water does not pool 
or create muddy condi-
tions like in the past.”

Since opening last fall, 
the track and fi eld has 
hosted practices for 
school athletic teams, as 
well as junior varsity and 
varsity soccer games, 
junior varsity football 
games, and cross-country 
meets.

“From a venue stand-
point, this is where we 
practice, and this is 
where we play,” Dittus 
said.

Numerous youth ath-
letic organizations have 
signed up to use the fi eld 
this fall when it is not in use for school activities, said Rick Wells, 

director of athletics, health, and fi tness. 
These include soccer, lacrosse, and foot-
ball organizations.

“Because the fi eld has an all-weather 
surface and lighting, it can be used year-
round and at night,” Wells said.

The site is also attractive, he said, be-
cause of a number of other improvements 
included as part of the overall track and 
fi eld project.

These include the installation of a digital 
scoreboard and sound system, the addi-
tion of 600-seat home team aluminum 
bleachers, and the construction of a ticket 
booth at the top of the entry ramp on the 
southeast corner of the fi eld.

“All of these improvements provide a 
site where spectators can be comfortable 
and games can be announced on a quality 
sound system,” Wells said. “This leads to 
the production of a fi rst-class event.”

English when I had a scheduling con-
fl ict in my junior year,” she said. “She 
was such a huge help.”

Beverly Winder, who retired in 2001 
after more than 20 years of teaching 
world languages, “was also such an 
infl uence on my life,” Nikbakhsh said. 
“I remember walking into her Spanish 
class and complaining about having 
so much to do. She said, ‘aren’t you 
lucky that you have all of those things 
to do?’ She always had such a positive 

attitude.”

While more than a decade has passed 
since Winder had Nikbakhsh as a 
student in her classroom, the retired 
teacher said she remembers the aspiring 
veterinarian as if it was yesterday.

“I have a big smile on my face,” Winder 
said during a telephone interview last 
month. “I can see Kate sitting in the 
front row in class, absolutely engaged. 
I had thousands of kids, and she stands 
out as one of the fi ne ones.”

Winder described Nikbakhsh as “a car-
ing human being.”

“It’s wonderful she came back home to 
care for animals in the place where she 
grew up. It’s a tribute to the community 
and to the schools.”

Graduate profi le
continued from page 10

Emerald Ridge High School junior varsity football players practice 
this past summer on their new fi eld turf, which was completed in 
fall 2011. 

Emerald Ridge High School students (from left) Genesis Pina, Matt 
Kusche, and Sydney Stout help load a cart full of school supplies 
into a car to be delivered to students in need throughout the 
Puyallup School District. photo courtesy of Jan Mauk

Veterinarian Kate Nikbakhsh 
listens to 9-year-old Charlie’s 
heartbeat.

Emerald Ridge High sophomore Janeth Cruz-
Rocha competes in a cross-country meet on the 
school’s newly surfaced track, which opened 
this fall.


