
Puyallup School DistrictCONNECTIONS

Puyallup School District
302 Second Street S.E.

P. O. Box 370
Puyallup, WA 98371

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

TEKS SERVICES
ECRWSS

POSTAL CUSTOMER

 Volume 19:1 A Tradition of Excellence  August 2013 

Graduate
profi le 

First-place art 
show winners 

Spring sports 
wrap-up 106

New reading program expands to more schools this fall
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Summer facility work focuses on safety improvements

continued on page 4

Walls are removed and windows installed in their place to improve 
visibility at the entrance and into the center courtyard at Spinning 
Elementary. The summer construction project, like many others 
throughout the school district, is focused on school safety.

I N S I D E

Making schools a safer place for students 
and staff has been the focus of a series of 
facility improvements this summer, rang-
ing from additional security cameras and 
electronic door access to better campus 
lighting and more visible school entries.

Students will also return to many schools 
this fall to fi nd that more than 2,000 
outdated computers have been upgraded 
or replaced with newer, more energy-
effi cient models that have larger display 
screens and faster operating systems to 
support rigorous classroom learning re-
quirements (see article on page 4).

“The improvements this summer represent 
our most pressing investments in facili-
ties — the things that just couldn’t wait 
any longer to do,” said Rudy Fyles, chief 
operations offi cer. “They address safety, 
as well as educational improvements.”

Each year the district sets aside money 
to complete such work during the sum-
mer months when buildings are empty. 
The diffi cult job, Fyles said, is narrowing 
a long list of needs to the most critical 
projects to complete.

Spinning Elementary School

One of the most noticeable school 
improvement projects this summer is at 
Spinning Elementary School.

Old carpeting and tile fl ooring has been 
replaced inside the building, windows 
have been added in the entry lobby to im-
prove visibility, and overgrown shrubbery 
has been removed or trimmed around the 
building to further increase visibility.

Windows have also been replaced, the build-

ing exterior has been painted, a wooden 
trellis with the school name has been built, 
and the fl agpole has been moved next to the 
trellis to create a more clearly defi ned school 
entry off 12th Street Southeast.

Improvements to the school front, as well 
as the removal of a sidewalk leading to 

the old, no-longer-used entry door on the 
north side of the school along Pioneer 
Avenue, are designed to help parents and 
community members new to the school 
have a clear idea of where the entry is 
located, said Principal Collette Stewart.

The $265,000 of improvements is a tenth 
of the cost of the building upgrades that 
had been targeted for the aging school as 
part of the February 2013 school bond, 
Fyles said. Voters rejected that bond issue, 
which needed a 60 percent supermajority 
to pass.

Stewart said the summer improvements 
will help with safety and school pride.
“Spinning is an old building, and while 
our custodian is spectacular, the carpeting 
was down to the fi ne threads,” she said. “It 
was also diffi cult to see people coming in 
and out of the lobby because of the loca-
tion of the entry.”

Even with security cameras, the addition 
of several windows, as well as the remov-
al of a wall that had closed off a section of 
the courtyard in the center of the school, 
will contribute to a safer environment and 
expand learning opportunities, Stewart 
said.

The courtyard, for example, can now be 

For many adults, learning to read in 
elementary school consisted of reading a 
story out of a textbook and taking a com-
prehension test at the end of each chapter.

Students who struggled in reading often 
felt frustrated when they couldn’t keep up 
with the rest of the class, while those who 
excelled were easily bored.

Times have changed.

An elementary reading program intro-
duced last year is structured to meet the 
learning needs of each student, whether 
the child needs extra help, is on grade 
level, or is above standard.

The program was launched in 16 of the 
district’s 21 elementary schools and will 
expand this fall to the remaining fi ve 
schools — Brouillet, Northwood, Shaw 
Road, Wildwood, and Woodland.

Students, teachers, and principals are 
giving rave reviews to the new “Jour-

neys” reading program, which is taught 
in grades two through six. Kindergartners 
and fi rst graders learn with the “Read 
Well” program.

In addition to having vivid colors and il-
lustrations, stories depict real life and the 
characters represent diversity in cultures, 
genders, ages, and special needs, said 
Christine Moloney, director of instruc-
tional leadership.

Stories are also rich in nonfi ction, and 
a series of related reading and writing 
activities challenge students to think 
about local and global issues, people, and 
events.

The reading program also correlates with 
the district’s new elementary social stud-
ies curriculum, infuses technology, and is 
tied to the Common Core state learning 
standards.

One of the focuses on technology, for 

continued on page 5

Maplewood Elementary fourth graders (from front to back) 
Lillian Hegnauer, Grace Laveway, Marissa Stewart, and Trevor 
Callahan read from books in a new “Journeys” reading curriculum 
introduced last year at 16 district elementary schools. The reading 
program expands to fi ve remaining elementary schools this fall.



As an elementary school student in the 
early 1970s, my teacher, Mrs. Eileen 
Hester, explained to me the importance 
of learning to read well. She spent many 
hours working with my classmates and 
me to teach us the fundamental building 
blocks of letter sounds, word recognition, 
vocabulary, and sentence structure. She 
explained that one day, being able to read 
well would mean that we would be able 
to understand all that is going on in our 
world. 

She also insisted that we learn our math 
facts and understand the underlying math-
ematical concepts, as well as perform the 
mathematic operation to attain the answer. 
Her recurring message to all of us was 
that “learning to read and understanding 
math is a ticket to the very best life has to 
offer.” Her words have proven to be true, 
time and time again, as the years have 
passed.

Mrs. Hester also made sure our parents 
and guardians knew her expectations for 
our academic performance. She viewed 
our parents as her partners in making sure 
these high expectations were also main-
tained at home. She strongly recommend-
ed that reading and homework be done 
every evening at home before turning on 

the television. Mrs. Hester always took 
time to ask us about our activities outside 
of school. She was a very big proponent 
of art, music, and sports. Most of all, she 
simply expected us to do well in whatever 
we chose to do.

More than 40 years later, I am so thankful 
for her insistence on high performance, 
her relentless reminders about completing 
our assignments, and her constant assur-
ance that I could continue to improve as 
a student. I am also aware that her focus 
on parent involvement was crucial to our 
eventual success.

As we move toward the beginning of the 
2013-14 school year, I am very excited 
at the continued progress our district 
is making to improve instruction. We 
are squarely focused on the growth and 

achievement of our students as they 
prepare for their future. As a district, we 
are very excited about the opportunity to 
partner with our students’  parents and 
guardians. It is through this team effort 
that our children will have the greatest 
opportunity for success.

In the coming school year our students 
will have opportunities to challenge 
themselves academically, engage in 
meaningful community service, and work 
as part of a team or performing group. 
I think of what Mrs. Hester would say: 
She would remind us that all of these 
endeavors are chances to learn and grow. 
She would expect our best efforts, and 
she would take time to let us know that 
we had done well and where we could 
continue to improve.

As a district, we look forward to work-
ing together with parents, guardians, and  
community members to ensure that each 
child is provided the basic skills and is 
challenged in a way that allows him or 
her to reach the highest potential. We 
welcome your questions and your obser-
vations, and we thank you for being our 
partners in helping children grow.

Have a great school year!

Back to school. 

Few words pack a more positive punch. 
Whether it’s the fi rst day of kindergarten, 
the start of a senior year, or somewhere in 
between, I am sure there is a buzz around 
your house.

High hopes and expectations abound. 
Students are excited, school employees 
are eager, and parents are apprehensive, 
hopeful, and —  admit it — relieved.

Back to school gives educators an excel-
lent opportunity to remind themselves 
that schools do not exist for the adults 
who work in them or for the people who 
set their policies. Schools exist for the 
children — to give students the very best 
education so they can one day be success-
ful adults and citizens. Every year when 

Welcome to the start of a new school year  

Superintendent’s Message

Board Member’s Message

Tim Yeomans
Superintendent
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Moving forward in improving instruction

back to school rolls around, educators 
rededicate themselves to this task. It’s 
their calling. 

We also realize that the changing demands 
of a global knowledge society are redefi n-
ing success. Success at even a modest 
level in today’s world requires more 
education and lifelong learning. Students 
must learn a broad range of core subject 
areas while mastering other skills includ-
ing problem-solving, critical thinking, and 
teamwork.
  
Our schools must be places where 
students learn to work hard, show mu-
tual respect, be honest, collaborate with 
others, take personal responsibility, and 
give back. To achieve these results, our 
behaviors as adults must foster the same 
expectations.

“A Tradition of Excellence,” more than 
a tagline, is what the Puyallup School 
District has demonstrated for more than 
160 years. Here are a few of the guid-
ing principles we use to continue the 
tradition.
 Every student counts. We embrace 

the uniqueness of each student. We 
aim to tailor instruction and give each 

Chris Ihrig
President

PUYALLUP SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Directors
Chris Ihrig
President

(253) 848-2380
Greg Heath

Vice President
(253) 770-8797
 Pat Donovan

Legislative Representative
(253) 770-0871

Pat Jenkins
Director

(253) 770-0902
Dane Looker

Director
(253) 535-2081 

 Dr. Timothy Yeomans
Superintendent
(253) 841-8769

District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. 
Questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination may be directed to 
Amie Brandmire, executive director of 
human resources, employee relations, 
and school support (253) 841-8764; 
chief equity and achievement offi cer 
(253) 840-8966; Title IX coordinator 
(253) 841-8785; or Section 504 
coordinator (253) 841-8700.

student the attention he or she needs to 
succeed.

 School environment. We foster 
amazing learning environments 
that are safe, welcoming, lively, 
stimulating, and inspiring places to 
learn.

 High standards matter. We set high 
and relevant academic standards to 
prepare students for a fast-changing 
world.

 Empowered professionals. We 
strive to have passionate and skilled 
educators positioned to mentor, 
nurture, and foster the unique talents 
inherent in every child. 

 Community connections. We forge  
strong relationships with families, 
local businesses, and service groups 
in order to offer students real-world 
experiences and impact.

I encourage you to fi nd opportunities to 
give your time, treasure, and talents to our 
schools. Thank you for doing your part to 
make the 2013-14 school year a resound-
ing success.

Welcome back to school!

School board honors 
retiring employees
Each year, the Puyallup School Board 
honors retiring district employees with a 
recognition program and reception.

This year’s 60 retirees have more than 
1,300 combined years of service in the 
Puyallup School District.

The school board presented each retiree 
with a certifi cate of recognition, a fl ower, 
a district lapel pin, and a booklet listing 
this year’s retirees and their accomplish-
ments.

A compilation of the retirees’ accom-
plishments is on the district website.
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School registration and class assignments

Connect with schools on new websites

Free full-day 
kindergarten at 
three schools this fall

Registration begins Thursday, August 22 
at elementary schools across the district 
for kindergartners and all other elemen-
tary students new to the Puyallup School 
District.

Registration hours vary by school. Contact 
local elementary schools to determine 
registration times.

To register students for kindergarten and 
fi rst grade, parents should bring a copy of 
the child’s immunization record, a birth 
certifi cate, and proof of address such as a 
lease agreement or utility bill.

To register students in grades two through 
six, parents should bring the child’s im-
munization record, a last report card, and 
proof of address such as a lease agreement 
or utility bill.

Specifi cs about required immunizations 
are on the Puyallup School District web-
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

For more information about elementary 
registration, call (253) 435-6726.

Classroom assignments for new and
returning elementary students

Elementary students who attended district 
schools in the 2012-13 school year or who 
registered early in the summer as students 
new to the district will be notifi ed of 
their classroom teacher and room number 
through postcards mailed on August 28.

Parents are advised to contact the school 
if they have not received the postcard by 
August 31.

New junior high school students

Parents may register junior high students 

new to the district by calling the junior 
high school in their attendance area for 
specifi c registration information and to 
make an appointment to meet with a coun-
selor after August 13.

For more information about junior high 
school registration, call (253) 840-8971.

New high school students

Parents may register their high school 
students who are new to the district by 
calling the high school in their attendance 
area for specifi c registration information 
and to make an appointment to meet with 
a counselor.

For more information about high school 
registration, call (253) 841-8796.

The following documents are required 
when registering junior high and high 
school students:
• Immunization record
• Transcript or last report card
• Withdrawal information from the 

previous school
• Proof of address such as a utility bill or 

a lease agreement
• Individualized Education Plan (IEP) if 

the student receives special services

Yariana Simon-Gonzalez, a fi rst grader last year at Pope Elementary 
School, works on an assignment in Joan Rittierodt’s class. 
Registration for Puyallup School District students for the 2013-14 
school year begins August 22 at schools across the district. 

The Puyallup School District will offer 
free, full-day kindergarten at Firgrove, 
Spinning, and Stewart elementary 
schools beginning this fall. 
 
The district learned last month that the 
three schools qualifi ed for state fund-
ing for full-day kindergarten as part of 
the 2013-15 state biennial operating 
budget signed by Gov. Jay Inslee on 
June 30.
 
The new full-day kindergarten is being 
phased in statewide beginning with 
schools that have the highest percent-
age of students who qualify for free 
and reduced-price lunches. 

More information on the new full-day 
kindergarten program is available on 
the district website.
 

Back-to-school 
information on 
district website
Bus schedules, school calendars, 
school supply lists, community school 
supply drives, and other back-to-school 
information is on the district website. 
Information can be found in a back-to-
school information box on the Home 
page of the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Fair Day is 
September 11
The district will showcase educational 
programs on Fair Day Wednesday, 
September 11 at the Washington State 
Fair Events Center. Activities are 
planned from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Pavilion.

All students are released 3¼ hours ear-
ly from school on this day. A listing of 
booths and demonstrations will be on 
the Puyallup School District website.

QUEST testing

Free health fair and 
barbecue set
August 24 
Free backpacks and school supplies, 
vision checks, immunization and den-
tal information, haircuts, gently used 
clothing, and more will be offered at a 
back-to-school health fair and barbecue 
on Saturday, August 24 in Edgewood.

The event is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Mountain View Community Center, 
3607 122nd Ave. E. in Edgewood. 
Students must be present to receive 
backpacks and school supplies.

Face-painting, a climbing wall, and 
other fun activities will also be fea-
tured at the free event, sponsored by 
the Mountain View Community Center.

Parents are asked to bring a copy of 
their child’s immunization record.

September 15 is the next deadline to 
submit an application to be tested for 
the QUEST program for highly capable 
students. The application is on the dis-
trict website and is accepted four times 
each year, with additional due dates on 
January 15, May 15, and August 15.

New school websites launched this 
summer are designed to keep families 
informed about school events and infor-
mation.

As more teachers are trained this year in 
how to create classroom Web pages, the 
sites will also provide detailed informa-
tion such as homework assignments, 
test dates, fi eld trip plans, team and club 
activities, and updates on student learning.

While the general school pages are able 
to be accessed via computer by anyone 
in the community, parents or guardians 
of all students in preschool through grade 
12 must create accounts and log in to see 
more personalized classroom information 
for each child.

Letters explaining how to activate and use 
the new Edline Web Management System 
will be provided to parents by early Sep-
tember from each child’s school. Activa-
tion codes will be included in each letter.

Parents or guardians without access to a 
computer can log in to the school websites 
from public computers available at local 
libraries.

More than 250 teachers have been trained 
during spring and summer in how to cre-
ate their classroom Web pages, which are 
replacing the former SWIFT teacher sites.

All other classroom teachers will be 
trained by the end of September, said 
David Pickles, project manager with the 
school district’s Information Technology 
Center.

Pickles has been leading the trainings 
throughout the summer and said teach-
ers are excited about the possibilities for 
enhanced communication with families. 

Teacher Web pages are being phased in 
throughout the 2013-14 school year as 
more staff members are trained in the 
process. Every classroom teacher will be 
expected to have a class page launched by 
the start of the 2014-15 school year.

The new Edline system gives parents the 
option to view a combined calendar, in 
which all of their childrens’ activities or 
events entered by their teachers are listed 
on one calendar.

The school websites are the next phase in 
the district’s transition to the Edline com-
munications platform. 

The district launched its newly designed 

website in May, along with the Karshner 
Elementary, Ballou Junior High, and 
Walker High school sites.

The new sites are designed to make 
retrieving information easier and more ef-
fi cient, said Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, and arts 
education. 

The goal, Fox said, is to actively engage 
students, teachers, families, and the 
community through photos, videos, and 
information that is updated regularly.

The new website is also easily accessible 
from mobile phones and other mobile 
devices.

More than a dozen teachers learn how to create a classroom Web 
page on newly designed school websites during a summer training 
led by David Pickles, project manager with the district’s Information 
Technology Center.
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used as an outdoor teaching space for a 
garden, science projects, or other learning, 
she said.

Electronic door access (Brouillet 
Elementary and Emerald Ridge High)

A signifi cant safety consideration in all 
schools is how people enter and exit a 
building. The district is continuing to 
replace key access on exterior doors at 
all schools with a card reader system that 
allows authorized staff to present a card 
near the electronic device to enter and 
exit.

Authorized staff members can also imme-
diately lock such doors remotely during an 
emergency or lockdown procedure. In the 
past, staff needed to physically lock doors 
designed for key access only.

More access card reader systems are being 
added this summer to doors that lead to 
high traffi c areas at Brouillet Elementary 
and Emerald Ridge High schools.

“Additional card reader installations and 
improvements will allow the staff at Em-
erald Ridge to quickly and safely lock all 
exterior doors at the school with the push 
of a button from any computer in case of 
emergency and/or drills,” said Principal 
Brian Lowney. “This technology allows 
staff to focus our energy on ensuring the 
safety of the students and staff at school in 
a way that was not possible previously.”

Security cameras (several schools)

Additional surveillance cameras are being 
installed at several schools this summer, 
including Shaw Road, Spinning, and 
Stewart Elementary schools. By the end of 
fall, plans are to have more cameras added 
to Puyallup and Walker high schools; 
Edgemont and Ferrucci junior high 
schools; and Pope, Fruitland, and Karsh-
ner elementary schools.

The cameras serve as a deterrent to van-
dalism or suspicious activity when placed 
inside school stairwells or hallways, as 
well as at outside-facing school entries, 
exits, parking lots, portable classrooms, 
and fi elds, said Gary Frentress, director of 
capital projects.

All of the district’s 
newer schools built 
since 2000 — includ-
ing Emerald Ridge 
High, Glacier View 
Junior High, and 
Carson and Edgerton 
elementary schools 
— have extensive 
camera systems in-
stalled as part of the 
design.

Karshner Elementary 
Principal Arturo Gon-
zalez welcomes the 
addition of cameras 
at his school. “The 
cameras help provide 
us with the ability to 
view high-traffi c com-
mon areas that are 
blind spots from the 
offi ce.”

Safety planning

A committee formed 
last year will meet 
again this year to 
continue the district’s 
efforts to develop 
educational specifi ca-
tions (building plans) 
specifi cally related to 
security for kindergar-
ten through grade 12.

About a dozen people 
serve on the commit-
tee, including school 
principals, district ad-
ministrators, and school resource offi cers.

Committee members address security is-
sues such as building entry and landscape 
designs, camera surveillance, build-
ing alarms, lighting, mass notifi cation 
systems, night security, intercom systems, 
and fencing/gates.

“Making security a high priority in the 
plans of future schools, school renova-
tion projects, and existing schools is a 
challenging yet worthwhile process,” said 
committee member Jeff Papen, a Pierce 
County Sheriff Deputy and district School 
Resource Offi cer.

Papen continued, “Establishing criteria 
for school projects with safety in mind 
not only helps with crime prevention, but 
it also creates an environment where fi rst 

responders can be more successful during 
a crisis or emergency response.”

Other projects

Other summer facility projects include:

• Replacing the aging roof at Hunt 
Elementary, which has been repeatedly 
patched and has dry rot; and the 
Edgerton Elementary roof, which 
was built in 2007 and is covered by a 
warranty.

• Installing a gate at the Ridgecrest 
Elementary parking lot entrance to 
keep cars out on nights and weekends.

• Improving lighting at the rear of Pope 
Elementary and around its portable 
classrooms. Principal Dave Sunich said 
the lighting will “brighten dark corners 

and increase safety for staff and visitors 
who walk in those areas during evening 
events and early mornings, often when 
it is still dark out.”

• Connecting two special education 
classrooms with a door at Stahl Junior 
High.

• Replacing ceramic tiles near the front 
steps of Puyallup High School with 
a non-slip surface. The district has 
treated the tile surface over the years 
to prevent it from being slippery, 
however the treatments wear off 
quickly, Frentress said.

• Preparing two portable classrooms at 
Kalles Junior High, which had been 
used as Facilities department support 
buildings, for classroom use this year.

• Painting and caulking portable 
classrooms throughout the district 
as part of an ongoing weatherization 
project.

• Replacing an uneven hard surface play 
area at Karshner Elementary.

• Moving a classroom entry ramp to 
the opposite side of two portable 
classrooms at Hunt Elementary to 
improve visibility and safety of 
students and staff. The new ramps face 
the building front and playground.

• Replacing a carpeted science classroom 
with tile fl ooring at Walker High 
School to support the use of hands-on 
experiments that use water, chemicals, 
and Bunsen burners. In the past, most 
science lessons consisted of lectures, 
videos, and book work, said Principal 
Alicia Nosworthy. “My goal is to build 
a comprehensive science program at 
Walker High School,” she said. 

• Moving a portable classroom to 
Walker High School to create room 
for the Child Find program, which is 
being relocated from the old Riverside 
Elementary School site. Child Find 
screens preschool-aged children who 
might qualify for special education and 
related services. 

• Adding two portable classrooms at 
Glacier View Junior High to relieve 
current crowded conditions and 
accommodate potential enrollment 
growth. 

• Extending the student drop-off and 
pick-up areas in the Ferrucci Junior 
High parking lot in an attempt 
to reduce traffi c congestion onto 
Wildwood Park Drive as family 
members drop off or pick up students 
before and after school.

Summer work 
focuses on safety
continued from page 1

Aging computers upgraded or replaced to support learning
More than 2,000 aging student computers 
throughout the district are being upgraded 
or replaced this summer with more ef-
fi cient operating systems to better support 
student learning.

In addition, more than 1,000 new comput-
ers are being installed to provide more 
access to technology.

Students at every school in the district will 
benefi t from the technology improvements 
when they return to school in September, 
said Randy Averill, executive director of 
technology services.

Improvements are being funded with 
money generated by cost-saving initiatives 
districtwide over the past year, as well as 
with technology funds and donations from 
PTAs and the community, Averill said.

Bulky, decade-old computer monitors are 
being replaced with fl at screen models that 
take up less space in work areas, are more 
lightweight, and have about one-fi fth the 
energy consumption of the older models, 
Averill said.

The computers also have more memory, 
which improves a computer’s speed and 

performance, and support the Microsoft 
Windows 7 operating program and soft-
ware programs used districtwide.

Information Technology Center staff 
members are also adding memory to 
hundreds of computers, converting the 
aging Windows XP operating systems to 
Windows 7, and making other improve-
ments to existing computers, he said.

Students, especially those in rigorous 
Career and Technical Education classes 
with specialized software programs, will 
immediately notice the improvements 
when they log in to computers this fall, 
Averill said.

Partnerships with school PTAs and local 
businesses have been helpful, Averill said, 
in the overall technology improvement 
plan.

Last month, for example, the Puyallup 
School Board accepted a $24,000 dona-
tion from the Shaw Road Elementary PTA 
for computers and related equipment. The 
money will be used to purchase 35 student 
laptop computers with accompanying 
software, as well as a 20-unit mobile 
computer cart.

Additionally, in June the school board 
accepted a donation of 241 computers 
valued at approximately $48,000 from the 
Hexcel Corporation. 

The additional computers are especially 
needed, Averill said, as more schools are 

Sunrise Elementary student Trey LaLonde works on a decade-old 
computer monitor last spring while Information Technology Center 
intern Tylor Branson installs a more effi cient fl at screen model. 

continued on page 5

Ferrucci Junior High students and parents will 
return this fall to fi nd an extended drop-off 
and pick-up area, as well as an adjacent new 
sidewalk, in the main school parking lot. 
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Reading program 
expands this fall

example, encourages parents and students 
to log into a Journeys “ThinkCentral” 
website where they can read weekly 
stories together, or have stories read to 
them, on a home computer. The website 
also features other reading resources to 
help parents stay informed and students  
be successful.

That technology component was tested 
this past school year and is expected to 
be fully operational at all elementary 
schools when school starts in September, 
Moloney said.

While the main textbook is the same for an 
entire class and each grade level, supple-
mental reading materials include a variety 
of related short stories that are targeted 
to specifi c reading levels, including those 
tailored for English Language Learners.

High-level readers, for example, might 
read about the Civil War with detailed 
text and challenging vocabulary words, 
while struggling learners will read about 
the same topic in a more appropriate 
format that matches their level. English 
Language Learners will also learn about 
the Civil War, only in a book that has 
additional illustra-
tions to help them 
connect words with 
images.

“I love it, and my 
students love the 
stories,” said Mt. View Elementary third-
grade teacher Kim Gillihan. “The materi-
als are colorful and engaging.”

Like many other teachers across the dis-
trict, Gillihan said she especially enjoys 
the program’s focus on small group read-
ing instruction.

Gillihan breaks up her class into small 
groups according to reading ability for 
a portion of the 90 minutes set aside for 
reading instruction each day. All elemen-
tary teachers districtwide are expected to 
teach 90 minutes of reading daily.

continued from page 1

Nancy Strobel, principal last year at Mt. 
View Elementary, said she heard from 
many of her teachers that they were 
already seeing the benefi ts of grouping 
students by reading ability.

“Small group instruction is a phenom-
enal way to teach kids to learn,” she said. 
“It meets them at their reading level and 
pushes them forward.”

Maplewood Elemen-
tary fourth-grade 
teacher Hope Ernst 
also touts the cur-
riculum’s focus on 
small group instruc-

tion. She structures her class so that groups 
rotate to a different reading or writing 
activity every 15 to 20 minutes.

On one morning last spring, students 
rotated among four groups. The fi rst group 
joined Ernst in one corner of the room on 
the carpet, where they took turns reading 
passages aloud from a biography about 
Laura Ingalls Wilder. The author wrote a 
series of books based on her childhood in a 
pioneer family.

At the next table, students used head-
phones to listen to an audio recording of 

that week’s main textbook reading about 
Sacajawea and then returned to their desks 
to answer questions about the story.

A third group silently read a book about 
Lewis and Clark’s packing list, while a 
neighboring group practiced writing com-
pound words and using them in sentences.
By the end of the time 
set aside for reading, 
Ernst said she is able 
to see and hear from 
every student in the 
class and stay abreast 
of their reading prog-
ress.

Ernst was among 
several teachers and 
district leaders who 
served on a committee 
that did an extensive 
review of reading cur-
ricula before deciding 
on Journeys. The new 
curriculum replaces 
“Open Court.”

What is exciting 
about the new read-
ing program, Ernst 
said, are questions and 

activities that challenge students to “make 
thoughtful connections to what they are 
reading.”

A story the class recently read about 
Sacagawea, for example, asks “What 
makes a team successful?” The essential 
question, as well as vocabulary, spelling 
words, the grammar lesson, and other 
skills, are outlined each week on a poster 
that she and other teachers display on the 
classroom wall.

Maplewood Elementary student Ashton 
Cowan said he waits excitedly for Ernst to 
display the poster each week because he 
looks forward to knowing what the class 
will be reading.

Writing is also integrated, as is vocabu-
lary, fl uency, phonics, spelling, grammar, 
and benchmark tests to measure student 
progress.  

Zaya Harris, also a fourth grader last year 
at Maplewood Elementary, said she likes 
Journeys because of the many chances 
she gets to refl ect on her reading through 
creative writing, including journal writing 
or poetry.

“I love it because I love to write,” she 
said.

Classmate Drake An-
derson added that the 
reading curriculum has 
helped him to become 
a better speller. He is 
one of several students 
whose names are 
highlighted on a “Stel-
lar Spellers” poster 
outside the classroom 
for having done well 
on a spelling test.

Maplewood Elemen-
tary Principal Susan 
Walton added, “The 
questions and topics 
students are discuss-
ing and learning are 
all high-level think-
ing. We are asking our 
students to be thinkers, 
to be curious, and to 
ponder.”

Mt. View Elementary teacher Kim Gillihan listens last spring as third 
graders read aloud from books included in a new Journeys reading 
curriculum.

participating in online (Internet-based) 
testing during annual Washington state 
assessments.

Students statewide in grades three 
through eight will be required to take 
the annual math and language arts 
assessment online beginning in the 
2014-15 school year. In preparation, 14 
of the district’s 32 schools took at least 
a portion of the state testing last year 
online.

Two carts fi lled with mobile laptop com-
puters had to be moved between Shaw 
Road, Stewart, and Wildwood elementa-
ry schools during the testing, which cre-
ated scheduling diffi culties, Averill said. 
The additional computers and carts will 
eliminate the need to share in the future, 
which will be especially valuable when 
all schools do online testing, he said.

The technology additions and improve-
ments also bring more equity to schools 
like Shaw Road Elementary, which had 
the second highest ratio of students to 
computers, and Brouillet Elementary, 
which topped the list of technology 
needs, Averill said. 

New program pairs students
with laptop computers

Beginning in September, the district 

“We are asking our students to 
be thinkers, to be curious, and to 
ponder.”
                      Principal Susan Walton

will launch a program in which every 
student in certain schools or programs 
will be assigned a laptop (portable) com-
puter and a padded carry pouch designed 
to transport the computers safely to and 

from school and between 
classes. 

The district will follow 
students’ academic progress 
to determine if the increased 
access to technology cor-
relates to improved student 
learning, Averill said.

“We really think this can be 
a game-changer in the suc-
cess of these students, espe-
cially for those who don’t 
have computers outside of 
school,” Averill said.

All of the estimated 120 
Walker High School students 
will be assigned computers 
and carry pouches, as well 
as the more than 60 students 
enrolled in Advancement 
Via Individual Determina-
tion (AVID) classes at Ballou 
Junior High.

Interactive projectors are 
also being installed this 
summer at Walker High 
School. The projectors 
transform a classroom 
whiteboard, traditionally 
used with dry erase mark-

ers, into an interactive display, much like 
SMART Boards installed in other schools 
throughout the district.

The new technology will allow students 

and teachers to project images from a 
computer onto the whiteboard and then 
use a stylus on the whiteboard to click 
and drag images to enhance instruction.

Every classroom and the school library 
will receive one of the new projectors, as 
well as an augmented sound system.

In addition to ensuring that all students 
can hear the teacher clearly, the im-
proved sound system will allow teach-
ers to record lessons, including content 
on their computers and projectors, in a 
digital video format. 

The videos can be uploaded to the In-
ternet and accessed by students who are 
absent or want to review class lectures 
and material.

Additionally, two carts containing 30 
computers each will be placed at Pope 
Elementary School — one to be used ex-
clusively by a QUEST class that serves 
third and fourth graders, and another to 
be used by a QUEST class that serves 
grades fi ve and six. The QUEST program 
serves elementary students identifi ed as 
highly capable.

“This is an exciting summer for tech-
nology improvements in the Puyallup 
School District,” Averill said. “Our 
computers will be more reliable, and 
there will be more equity across the 
district in the number of students who 
have access to technology to assist with 
their learning.” 

Technology upgrades
continued from page 4

Information Technology Center summer 
intern Miranda Falgout upgrades memory to 
improve effi ciency of computers at Zeiger 
Elementary.

Maplewood Elementary 
student Dylan Hartman listens 
to an audio recording of a 
Journeys story.
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Students win top honors in annual district art exhibit

Schools celebrate diversity at multicultural celebrations

Bus drivers are state champions 
in annual ‘Roadeo’ competition
Puyallup School District bus drivers have 
won fi rst and third place in the special needs 
bus driving competition at the annual state 
school bus “Roadeo” championship.

First-place winners Linda Kalmbach and 
Carolyn Wilhelm, both veteran drivers 
with nearly 60 years of school bus experi-
ence combined, won the state champion-
ship in June in Yakima.

“We were just ecstatic,” Kalmbach said of 
the win. 

By winning the state championship, 
Kalmbach and Wilhelm advance to the 
national special needs bus competition 
February 28 through March 5 in Nash-
ville, Tenn.

Drivers Alissa Hamilton and Mary 
Schmidt won third place in the competi-
tion, which is designed to recognize and 
improve bus operators’ driving skills 
statewide.

The state presented both teams with 
plaques recognizing their fi rst- and third-
place fi nishes, and a traveling fi rst-place 
trophy that resides in the winning school 
district will be prominently displayed this 
year, said Transportation Director Cathy 
McDaniel. 

Drivers compete in a variety of tests 
during the Roadeo, including a multiple-
choice written test, a comprehensive 

More than 300 student artists in kindergarten through grade 12 submitted 
artwork in the annual Dan Vesey-Deb Munson Art Show held last spring at the 
Karshner Museum. Work accepted in the art show is judged, and winners receive 
cash prizes and have their work purchased and/or displayed in the district’s 
administrative offi ce in downtown Puyallup.

First-place winners are (listed by their grades and schools in 2012-13, clockwise 
from left): Two-dimensional elementary: Tia Wilson, grade 6, Edgerton Elemen-
tary; Two-dimensional secondary: Amanda Lawrence, grade 9, Glacier View Ju-
nior High; Three-dimensional, Raquel Karneke, grade 12, Rogers High; Photog-
raphy, Brianne Campbell, grade 11, Emerald Ridge High; and Superintendent’s 
Award, Zoe Watson, grade 11, Rogers High.

See the names of other award winners on the Puyallup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Students traveled the world last spring during daylong multicultural celebrations at schools throughout the district. Photo (left): 
Emerald Ridge High Japanese class students Tammy Nguyen and Zamod Teleni teach Sunrise Elementary students how to speak 
common Japanese words such as “Ohayoo,” which means “Good morning.” (Right): Seattle-based ensemble Maya Soleil share 
African song, dance, and drumming during a schoolwide assembly at Wildwood Elementary School. See a slideshow of photos from 
more school celebrations on the district website.

School bus drivers (from left) Linda Kalmbach, Carolyn Wilhelm, 
Mary Schmidt, and Alissa Hamilton display plaques received as 
fi rst- and third-place winners at the state “Roadeo” competition.continued on page 9

Tia Wilson
Edgerton 
Elementary

Amanda Lawrence
Glacier View 
Junior High

Zoe Watson
Rogers High

Brianne Campbell
Emerald Ridge High

Raquel Karneke
Rogers High
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New camera club gets students focused on photography
Students are offering a new perspective 
of day-to-day life at Mt. View Elementary 
School through the eye of a camera lens.

An after-school camera club designed to 
teach students beginning photography 
skills garnered so much interest in its fi rst 
year that its adviser plans to offer the club 
again beginning this fall.

“I thought a camera club would be fun for 
students and give them a chance to ex-
plore a new creative ability,” said adviser 
Roxanne Higgins, a paraeducator (teach-
ing assistant) at Mt. View Elementary.

What Higgins didn’t expect is for the club 
to become so popular so quickly.

Not long after word got out last fall about 
the new club for 
third through fi fth 
graders, more than 
40 students signed 
up, eager to become 
amateur photogra-
phers.

Higgins held sepa-
rate club meetings 
for each of the grade 
levels for one hour 
after school on four 
consecutive Tues-
days. The meetings 
were held from Octo-
ber through May with up to 10 students in 
each four-week session.

“This was my fi rst time taking pictures, 
and it’s easy!” boasted Trista Howard, a 
third grader last year.

Mt. View Elementary staff members, as 
well as parents and community mem-
bers, donated or loaned 10 point-and-
shoot digital cameras for the students to 
check out and use for the club meetings 

Chris Johnston, owner of Sparks Fire-
house Deli in Puyallup, is this year’s 
recipient of the Washington Association 
of School Administrators (WASA) Region 
III Community Leadership Award.

The award is given 
each year to communi-
ty members or groups 
in recognition of their 
outstanding contribu-
tions to education.

Specifi c criteria 
include benefi t to 
students, leadership, 
motivation, success, 
recognition by others, 
history of service, and 
cooperation and coor-
dination with a local school district.

“Mr. Johnston has taken the lead on a 
number of community support efforts, 
as well as being there day in and day out 
when student groups and community 
organizations come to call,” said Puyallup 
School District Superintendent Tim Yeo-
mans. “I cannot say enough good things 
about Mr. Chris Johnston and his commit-
ment to the youth of the community and 
his ongoing actions to support them.”

The Puyallup School Board presented 
Johnston in June with a framed certifi cate 
in recognition of the honor.

Read more about his involvement in the 
district and community on the school dis-
trict website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Deli owner honored 
for contributions to 
education in Puyallup

Teacher honored by peers as ‘inspirational’
He is described as a cheerleader of 
students, a master event planner, and a 
staunch supporter of fellow educators.

While he only teaches at two schools, 
Greg Farias’ contributions to education 
extend throughout the district.

Farias, a P.E. teacher at Edgerton and 
Brouillet elementary schools, is credited 
with coordinating one of the fi rst major 
multicultural celebrations in the district 
six years ago at Edgerton Elementary.

Since then, word of the event’s success 
has spread. This past year, nearly half 
of the district’s 21 elementary schools 
hosted daylong multicultural celebra-
tions.

Farias offers his support at all of the 
schools, whether it’s sharing event 
planning tips or coordinating appear-
ances by outside groups so that more 
than one school can benefi t from a 
dance, guest speaker, or other cultural 
performance.

Last year, for example, Farias secured an 
$1,800 grant from The Puyallup Tribe of 
Indians Charity Trust Board to help pay 
for Native American cultural events at 
six of the district’s elementary schools, 
including a fi rst-ever celebration of that 
magnitude at Brouillet Elementary.

Farias is passionate about the importance 
of teaching students about their heritage.

“By understanding ourselves and where 
we come from, we can better understand, 
respect, and help others,” he said.

Inspirational Award 
winner

Last spring, the district’s 
Peer Support Network 
recognized Farias for his 
efforts by presenting him 
with the Seventh Annual 
Peer Support Network 
Inspirational Award.

The Peer Support 
Network was formed 
11 years ago to provide 
opportunities for district 
employees to share expe-
riences and promote the 
district’s diversity and 
multicultural education 
efforts. 

Staff districtwide were 
eligible to be nominated 
by their building admin-
istrators for the award, 
which was presented 
to Farias in a surprise 
announcement in May 
during one of his regu-
larly scheduled P.E. classes at Brouillet 
Elementary.

The Puyallup School Board also honored 
Farias at its June 10 meeting with an en-
graved plaque and a standing ovation.

Those submitting nominations were asked 
to consider individuals who demonstrated 
outstanding cultural contributions to a 
school or the district, and dedication to 
promoting diversity events beyond their 
responsibility. 

“Greg not only demonstrates each of 
these characteristics, but exemplifi es 
them,” said Amy Eveskcige, chief 
academic offi cer of Regional Learning 
Community #3. “He truly inspires us 
all to give our best every day.”

Farias has been an active member of 
the district’s Diversity Committee for 
the past seven years, facilitates the 
Edgerton Elementary School Diversity 
Committee, helps with the Brouillet 

Mt. View Elementary camera club members last year include (top 
row from left) student Tristen Sharp, club adviser Roxanne Higgins, 
and student Bane Morgan. Bottom row (from left): students Taylor 
Cope, Linzi Beecher, Chloe Williams, and Trista Howard.

continued on page 12

and at recess.

Higgins began club meetings by teaching 
students how to hold and safely care for a 
camera, how to insert a memory card and 
batteries, how to zoom in and out on sub-
jects, and how to take portrait (vertical) 
and landscape (horizontal) photos.

She also taught students how to make 
sure their photos were in focus by asking 
them to take pictures of wall posters that 
contained writing. If the student could 
read the writing while looking through 
the camera lens, the picture was likely in 
focus, she said.

Other classes focused on basic photo com-
position and texture, how to crop a photo 
in a computer software program, and how 

to photograph groups 
of objects in an inter-
esting format.

With their imagi-
nation being their 
only limit, students 
photographed 
groups of crayons, 
apples, rocks, and 
small plastic charms 
shaped like feet.

They also spent 
club meetings and 
recess taking general 

school photos, both in color and in black 
and white. As they walked the campus, 
they photographed plants and fl owers 
around the building, unique angles of 
the school building, close-ups of musi-
cal instruments, and interesting views of 
playground equipment, including students 
sliding down the slide.

During one club meeting, Higgins organized 
a photo scavenger hunt and directed students 
to fi nd and photograph a list of items. The 

list was designed to make them think, she 
said, and included items such as something 
that represented their favorite color.

For younger students, Higgins focused on 
interactive assignments that required them 
to take photos as a team. During one club 
meeting, she turned off the lights in the 
classroom and had students photograph 
glow sticks that fellow students moved 
quickly in the air. The result was a myriad 
of neon colors swirled against a black 
background.

Recognizing students for their work was 
as important as the lessons themselves, 
she said. 

Higgins featured student work on a digital 
wall frame in the school’s main offi ce, 
included a variety of images in a two-
page layout in the school yearbook, and 

submitted work in the school district’s 
annual Dan Vesey-Deb Munson Art Show 
in May.

One of those entries — a photo of crayons 
grouped on a table by fi fth grader Chloe 
Williams — won fourth place in the pho-
tography category.

Superintendent Tim Yeomans purchased 
Williams’ crayon photo for permanent 
display in the school district’s administra-
tive offi ce in downtown Puyallup.

Higgins said she hopes to use one of the 
walls in the school hallway this year to 
display photos taken by the camera club 
throughout the year.

Photography is a hobby for Higgins, 

Chris
Johnston

Greg Farias, this year’s winner of the Peer 
Support Network Inspirational Award, visits 
with Brouillet Elementary students after a 
schoolwide multicultural assembly. 

This photo by Chloe Williams 
won fourth place in the Dan 
Vesey-Deb Munson Art Show.
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Student athletes continued a string of suc-
cessful sports seasons by clinching local 
and state sports titles last spring while dem-
onstrating excellence in the classroom.

The South Puget Sound League (SPSL) 
South Division also honored fi ve district 
coaches with Coach of the Year honors. 
The award is voted on by their peers 
throughout the league.

“The district had some outstanding team 
and individual performances this past 
spring,” said Rick Wells, director of 
athletics, health, and fi tness. “They are 
noteworthy not only in the accomplish-
ments they made, but in what it took to 
get there — commitment, dedication, and 
determination.”

The district is home to two more state 
champions — Emerald Ridge High senior 
ShaRaya Quinn, who claimed victory in 
the 300-meter hurdles, and Rogers High 
senior Eric Simpson, state champion in 
the 110-meter hurdles.

Spring sports wrap-up

Student athletes clinch local and state championship titles
Quinn also medaled with a fi fth-place fi n-
ish in the 100-meter hurdles, and Simpson 
took sixth place in the 300-meter hurdles 
and seventh place in the 4 x 100-meter 
relay. Joining him in the relay were team-
mates Kyler Ooley, Evan Shelton, and 
Tyree Fort. Fort also won eighth place in 
the 100-meter dash.

Other state medalists include Puyallup 
High School’s Mason Fletcher, a senior 
last year who took third place in the 
800-meter competition. Emerald Ridge 
High School’s Samantha Bowling, a 2013 
graduate, placed seventh in the 200-meter 
dash, while classmate Austin Babcock, 
who also graduated in June, placed eighth 
in the triple jump.

The Emerald Ridge High fastpitch team 
remained a dominant force this past 
spring, claiming its second straight SPSL 
South Division championship with an 
undefeated 16-0 season.

The Jags, coached by Derick Nelons, went 
on to become West Central District III 
tournament champions and advanced to 
the state tournament, losing in the second 
round to Tahoma High School.

The league selected pitcher Meagan Hen-
drix, a senior last year at Emerald Ridge 
High, as its Most Valuable Player.

The league’s MVP award was also given 
to baseball pitchers Kort Skoda, a senior 
last year at Emerald Ridge High, and 
Brendan Illies, a junior this fall at Puyal-
lup High.

Illies was also part of a winning team last 
year. The Vikings baseball team won its 
sixth consecutive SPSL championship, 
won the West Central District III champi-
onship, and advanced to state for the sixth 
straight season.

The Puyallup High School girls tennis 
team, coached by Brooks Hazen, also 
fi nished strong this past year, winning its 
second consecutive SPSL championship 
after an undefeated 10-0 season. Hazen 

also won Co-Coach of the Year honors, 
marking the seventh time he has received 
the recognition.

A league title also went to the Emerald 
Ridge High girls track and fi eld team, which 
had an undefeated 5-0 season. Team coach 
Gary Osborne was named Coach of the Year 
and is a four-time winner of the award.

Other notable spring athletic season high-
lights include:

• The Rogers High School baseball, 
fastpitch, boys soccer, girls tennis, 
boys and girls track, and girls water 
polo teams each earned a Washington 
Interscholastic Activities Association 
academic team award, which 
recognizes excellence in academics. 
The girls tennis and water polo teams 
won an outstanding academic award 
for earning a combined team grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher. 

Parent forums are scheduled this fall 
to highlight progress made to date and 
work yet to be done to create a smooth 
transition a year from now when ninth 
graders participate in all high school 
athletics.

Time also will be set aside at the forums 
for public comment, said Rick Wells, 
director of athletics, health, and fi tness.

The forums are scheduled from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. October 28 at Puyallup High 
School, October 29 at Emerald Ridge 
High School, and October 30 at Rogers 
High School. 

Additional forums will be held in early 
March.

The school board unanimously agreed 
last spring with a recommendation from 
Superintendent Tim Yeomans to spend 
this year developing a plan to give ninth 
graders an opportunity to compete at the 
highest level beginning in fall 2014. 

That implementation plan, which will 
be presented to the school board in 
April 2014, should address questions 
of participation and be consistent with 
the district’s strategic vision of equity, 
equal opportunity, and high performance, 
Yeomans said. 

A team of all seven junior high and three 

    The baseball, fastpitch,   
    soccer, and track teams 
    received distinguished 
    awards for combined grade 
    point averages of between 
    3.0 and 3.4.
•  Several teams placed second 
    in the SPSL South Division, 
    including the Puyallup High 
    girls track and boys soccer 
    teams, the Emerald Ridge 
    High baseball team, and the 
    Rogers High girls tennis and 
    boys track teams. 
•  The Puyallup High girls 
    water polo team placed third 
    in league play and eighth in 
    state.
•  Emerald Ridge High 
    boys soccer player Julian 
    Rasmussen, a sophomore this 
    fall, was named the SPSL 
    South Division Defensive 
    Player of the Year.

The following coaches were 
selected by their peers across 

the SPSL South League as a Coach of the 
Year in their respective sports:

Emerald Ridge High School
Derick Nelons, Softball Coach of the Year,
Gary Osborne, Track and Field Coach of 
the Year, and Tim Spears, Baseball Coach 
of the Year

Puyallup High School
Brooks Hazen, Girls Tennis Co-Coach of 
the Year

Rogers High School
Nathan Whitley, Girls Tennis Co-Coach of 
the Year

Student athletes from all three high 
schools also qualifi ed and excelled indi-
vidually at state tournaments in track and 
fi eld, golf, and tennis. Their names, as 
well as other team accomplishments, are 
included in a spring sports wrap-up on the 
district website.

ShaRaya Quinn, a senior this 
year at Emerald Ridge High 
School, claimed state victory in 
the 300-meter hurdles.

photo courtesy of Jim Meyerhoff

high school athletic coordinators started 
working on the implementation plan last 
spring and will continue meeting over 
the next year. Transportation, uniforms, 
and other fi nancial implications will be 
addressed, Wells said. 

For years the Puyallup School District 
has allowed ninth-grade participation on 
high school athletic teams in some, but 
not all, sports.
 
Students have been able to participate at 
the high school level in baseball, boys 
cross country, golf, boys soccer, softball, 
swimming and diving, tennis, bowling, 
gymnastics, and water polo, Wells said. 

The school board’s decision will bring 
the Puyallup School District into 
alignment with opportunities given 
to other ninth-grade student athletes 
statewide.

Puyallup is the only school district along 
the Interstate 5 corridor from Oregon 
to Canada that will not have a ninth- 
through twelfth-grade athletic confi gura-
tion this school year, Wells said. 

In presenting his recommendation to the 
school board last spring, Yeomans said, 
“It will be our effort to make sure that we 
come into alignment within our league 
and within the state to make sure that all 
of our kids have that opportunity.” 

Parent forums set in October

The Puyallup School Board has unani-
mously agreed to extend Superintendent 
Tim Yeomans’ contract one year through 
2016.
 

The decision in June 
to extend the super-
intendent’s three-year 
contract another year 
came after the board 
completed an annual 
evaluation of Yeo-
mans using a rigorous 
process similar to that 
being implemented 
districtwide with 
teachers, principals, 

and administrators. 

“As a board of directors we are extreme-
ly pleased with the events and progress 
of Dr. Yeomans’ body of work during 
his fi rst year with the Puyallup School 
District,” said Board President Chris 
Ihrig. 

Ihrig continued, “Feedback from across 
the educational and stakeholder communi-
ties is positive and encouraging.” 

Yeomans has served as the district super-
intendent since July 2012. Puyallup is the 
ninth largest school district in Washington 
with more than 20,500 students.
 

The school board’s favorable evaluation 
includes a 1 percent increase in the super-
intendent’s base salary. 

In the written evaluation, board members 
called out specifi c areas of positive per-
formance, including Yeomans’ ability to 
build and maintain positive relationships 
with the board and with the community. 

With goal setting and achievement in mind, 
the board also noted his progress in sup-
porting the district’s strategic directions. 

“Dr. Yeomans’ fi rst year has been excel-
lent as he has energetically repositioned 
the priorities of the district into a tangible, 
detailed, and executable vision and strat-
egy,” the evaluation stated.  

The evaluation also highlighted excellent 
stewardship in the area of business and 
fi nance. 

“Dr. Yeomans has proven to have very 
good business and fi nance acumen with 
a continual approach to fi nding ways to 
lower costs and to repurpose the money 
to such important measures as improving 
technology in the schools,” the evalua-
tion stated. “He takes to heart the need to 
maintain a strong emergency fund balance 
and overall has the conservative approach 
that resonates with the board.” 

Board extends Superintendent Tim 
Yeomans’ contract through 2016

Eric Simpson, a senior this year at 
Rogers High School, won the state 
championship in the 110-meter hurdles.

photo courtesy of Nick Criswell

Tim Yeomans
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Puyallup High School leadership class ad-
viser Jamie Mooring has been recognized 
as a 2013 Jostens Renaissance Coordina-
tor of the Year.

Mooring, who also teaches English, 
learned of the national honor at a sur-
prise announcement in June during an 
impromptu high school staff meeting. She 
was recognized on a national level last 
month during the annual Jostens Renais-
sance Conference in Scottsdale, Ariz.

The award is presented by the Jostens 
Renaissance program, which promotes 
building connections among the school 
community and celebrating excellence in 
all forms, especially among students who 
wouldn’t otherwise be recognized.

The Coordinator of the Year award 
honors school administrators and faculty 
members nationwide who have suc-
cessfully guided their school’s Jostens 

Renaissance program 
and made a positive 
impact on the entire 
school community.

Mooring is among six 
educators to receive 
the honor this year. 
Each one received an 
engraved plaque and a 
10 carat Renaissance 
ring at the national 
conference.

Puyallup High School uses Renaissance 
as the basis of its leadership class curricu-
lum, said Mooring, who helped launch the 
program four years ago.

Mooring has been instrumental in its 
development ever since and has shared its 
benefi ts with other high schools statewide.

“It has been an amazing journey that 
has truly transformed the culture of our 
school,” said Principal Jason Smith. “The 
majority of the planning, work, and dedi-
cation to students has come from Mrs. 

Post-high school 
planning events set 
in September
Students in grades 9 through 12 and 
their families are invited to attend a 
post-high school planning night from 6 
to 8 p.m. on Monday, September 23 at 
Puyallup High School.

Admissions representatives will be 
available from most of the two- and 
four-year colleges, technical colleges, 
military academies, and apprenticeship 
programs in Washington state. They 
will present information and answer 
questions.

Additionally, the fi fth annual College 
Fair at the Washington State Fair for 
students in grades 9 through 12 will 
be offered from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on 
Sunday, September 22.

Representatives from more than 35 
technical, two-year, and four-year col-
leges in the Northwest will be on site 
to talk with high school students and 
their parents. The event is held in the 
Pavilion.

During college fairs students can learn 
about topics such as curriculum require-
ments, campus life, student activities, 
athletics, admission requirements, and 
fi nancial aid.

Newly assigned 
leadership on website
School and district leadership position 
changes announced for the 2013-14 
school year, including new hires and 
changes in job titles or duties, are listed 
on the school district website.

Photos and biographies of each of the 
newly assigned school and district lead-
ers are also on the website.

New facility use 
process starts this fall
Community members interested in 
scheduling a school district facility for 
meetings or other approved uses will 
notice a new, more effi cient reservation 
process effective this fall.

Beginning September 4, all facility 
use requests should be directed to the 
district’s Facilities department. The 
department maintains a master calendar 
listing the availability of each school or 
other facility districtwide and can com-
plete the reservation process from start 
to fi nish, including processing a facility 
use payment.

Centralizing the process in the Facili-
ties department eliminates the need for 
the public to fi rst contact the school 
or other facility administrator about 
available dates for an activity. District-
sponsored activities retain fi rst priority 
in the use of facilities.

To learn more about reserving school 
facilities and to see the fee schedule, 
visit the school district website. On the 
Home page, point to Departments, point 
to Facilities, and then click Facility 
Use.

To make a reservation, contact Facili-
ties Use Specialist Bryson Bickler at 
(253) 841-8772 or bicklBJ@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Reservations can be made 
by phone, via email, or in person at the 
Facilities department, 323 12th St. NW 
in Puyallup.

Mooring. As a result 
of her dedication, 
we have had inqui-
ries from across the 
country and Canada 
on the success of our 
program.”

Last year, Puyallup 
High hosted a Jostens 
Renaissance Program 
Northwest Conference. 
More than 350 student 
delegates from Seattle 
to Tumwater attended 
and listened to guest 
speakers talk about the 
benefi ts of making stu-
dents feel like they be-
long at school. Speak-
ers identifi ed increased 
student achievement, 
as well as improved 
student behavior. 

Mooring began teaching English at Puyal-
lup High in January 2004 and became 
leadership class adviser the following 
school year.

The class began as one that provided sup-
port for school events, evolved to one that 
planned the school events, and has grown 
in the past four years to one made up of 
a group of 40-plus student leaders who 
make it their goal to recognize students 
who might otherwise never be honored for 
their achievements.

“Our goal is to highlight and recognize all 
students and make them feel connected,” 
Mooring said.

Students are recognized at schoolwide 
assemblies, as well as at special cam-
pus events, such as a bimonthly student 
recognition in which student profi les are 
highlighted on large television moni-
tors and broadcast during lunch in the 
Commons.

PACE Awards are given to students who 

have shown growth in school Pride, 
Academics, Citizenship, and Effort, while 
winter wishes are granted to students in 
need. The community supports this event 
by donating gifts or services.

“The positive behaviors we have seen and 
the shift in the school culture is amazing,” 
Mooring said. “The leadership students 
make everyone feel like Puyallup is their 
home.”

As part of her recognition, local Jostens 
representative Rick Morton presented 
Mooring with a framed certifi cate. She 
also received complimentary registration 
and travel to the national conference last 
month in Arizona, where she was accom-
panied and cheered on by 18 of her leader-
ship students.  

“The best part about my job is I am truly 
an adviser to the leadership group,” she 
said. “It’s the students who are making 
everything happen. This honor is a direct 
refl ection of their hard work to change the 
culture of this school.”

Leadership adviser wins national honor

Karshner Elementary School 
celebrates 60 years of learning

Bus drivers win state

More than 400 students, educators, and 
community members, including several 
former staff members and school alumni, 
gathered last spring to celebrate the 
school’s 60th anniversary.

The event featured historical displays, as 
well as a guest speaker, sing-along of a 
school song, cake reception, and slide-
show featuring photos dating back to the 
school’s early years.

Karshner Elementary opened in 1953, 
had a classroom addition in 1962, and 

Guests watch a slideshow featuring photos dating back to 
the early 1950s during Karshner Elementary School’s 60th 
anniversary celebration.

pre-trip vehicle check, a driving course, 
and a surprise event that presents teams 
with an unforeseen emergency.

The pre-trip inspection assures that all 
items on the bus, ranging from tires and 
lights to wheelchair ramps and emer-
gency equipment, are in working order, 
Wilhelm said.

In the competition’s special needs cat-
egory, the teams are also tested and timed 
on skills such as loading and securing a 
wheelchair, as well as driving a course 
that measured skills such as backing into 
a parking space with a narrow clearance, 
following protocol at railroad crossings, 
and responding to surprise emergency 
situations.

Wilhelm drove the bus during this year’s 
driving test, while Kalmbach role-played 
the part of a paraeducator who helped 
manage student behavior and emergency 
situations. 

The four drivers spent several months 
training on their own for the event, said 
Puyallup School District Driver Trainer 
Tammy Sutton. 

“These drivers practice on weekends and 
after work to prepare,” Sutton said. “They 
give up their free time to better their skills 
and learn more about how to transport 
students safely.”

Read more about the annual Roadeo in an 
article on the district website.

continued from page 6

Puyallup High leadership class adviser Jamie 
Mooring (center) is honored as a 2013 Jostens 
Renaissance Coordinator of the Year. With her 
is Jostens Director of Educator Services Lisa 
Spain and Vice President of Sales Louis Kruger.

photo courtesy of Rick Morton 

Jamie 
Mooring

had a schoolwide modernization in 
1989. The school is named after the 
late Warner Karshner, a well-known 
doctor in Puyallup who taught for 
several years at Spinning Elementary 
and served 12 years in the state Legis-
lature.

In preparation for the event, school 
volunteers and community members 
repainted portable classrooms on site, 
installed a bench on the side of the build-
ing near the parking lot, and planted 
fl owers and a tree.
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Palenapa (PJ) Loko is proof that caring 
adults, as well as individual hard work 
and determination, can turn around even 
the most hopeless of situations.

PJ’s list of accomplishments is lengthy, 
including captain of his high school 
football team, president of the Diversity 
Club, member of the Asian Cultural Club, 
two-year member of the wrestling team, 
volunteer with a youth football camp and 
sports training facility, and one of the 
school’s 20 Outstanding Seniors.

The 18-year-old, who graduated in June, 
also excelled as a defensive nose tackle 
for the Vikings and leaves this month for 
Wayne State College in Nebraska on a 
fi ve-year football scholarship.

When his teachers and administrators 
describe him, however, little is said 
about his successes on the football fi eld, 
in school clubs, or as a community 
volunteer.

Rather, they talk about his wide smile, 
how he befriends everyone, how he 
opens and holds doors for others, and 
how he rallies students to be full of 
school spirit, even with no points on the 
scoreboard. 

“He has the ability to lead, empower, 
and ensure that all those around him feel 
important and respected,” said chemistry 
teacher Angie Reed.

Jamie Mooring, who was the teen’s Ad-
vanced Placement junior English teacher, 
added, “PJ has one of the biggest hearts 
and is one of the kindest young men I’ve 
ever met.”

PJ’s life today is in stark contrast to the 
life he led fi ve years ago.

Moving beyond a troubled youth

The teen grew up in a Southern California 
neighborhood where gunshots, graffi ti, 
vandalized cars, and back-alley drug deals 
were daily occurrences of life.

He and his two younger sisters shared a 
small two-bedroom apartment with their 
parents, grandparents, an uncle and aunt, 
and fi ve young cousins who had moved 
to California from Tonga when PJ was in 
elementary school.

Sometimes the boy slept in a bed, other 
times on a downstairs couch. 

His parents worked hard, he said, and 
family meant everything.

While his elementary years were happy, 
life took a turn for the worse in middle 
school.

“I went the wrong route,” he acknowl-
edges. “The drugs, the gangs — I was sur-
rounded by so much hate and anger, and I 
started thinking no one liked me. I felt like 
I was in a sink hole, so I started hanging 
with gangs and people who showed me 
friendship. Looking back, I see I was just 
trying to fi nd myself.”

When his gang leader was caught in 
illegal activity, PJ found himself in the 
assistant principal’s offi ce faced with 
school suspension. The punishment would 
be reduced, he was told, if he named the 
classmates who had caused trouble.

PJ refused, saying he was loyal to his 
“friends.”

The next few moments were a turning 
point in his life, he said. The assistant 
principal walked him down the hall to the 
principal’s offi ce door, where the gang 
leader, named Jerry, sat inside.

“My heart was broken,” PJ recalls. “There 
was Jerry pointing to pictures of all of 
the people involved. Here I had taken the 
blame for him and fought for him, and this 
was the respect I got.”

PJ recently learned that the gang members 
he was associated with in middle school, 
including Jerry, are all dead due to their 
ties with a drug cartel in Orange County, 
Calif. 

To this day, PJ said he doesn’t remem-
ber the assistant principal’s name at the 
middle school, but he does remember 
how the administrator always asked how 
he was doing, encouraged him to leave 
the gang, and, in the end, told him he had 
more to offer.

“The last thing he told me was to promise 
to be a leader,” PJ said.

Coming to Washington

Not long after his school suspension, PJ’s 
mother was offered an assistant manager 
position at a Walmart store in Washington, 
which she quickly accepted. 

“Mama said she wasn’t going to keep her 
kids there any longer,” PJ said.

After a short stay in Covington, Wash., 

Puyallup High grad fi nds success after troubled youth

continued on page 11

Puyallup High School 2013 graduate Palenapa (PJ) Loko (center) 
joins classmates at the June commencement ceremony.

Revisions to secondary grading practices take effect this fall
Beginning this fall, junior high and 
high school students who retake 
classroom tests or other assessments 
to improve their grades will have a 
revised set of guidelines to follow that 
specify when and how they can take 
the reassessments.

The revised guidelines are part of ongo-
ing changes to district grading practices 
that have been phased in at junior high 
and high schools since fall 2011.

The Puyallup School Board heard a 
report about the revised reassessment 
guidelines at its July 1 meeting.

“The goal is for our 
students to become 
more successful 
learners, and allow-
ing them to reassess 
gives them another 
opportunity to show 
increased learning,” 
said Chrys Sweeting, 
assistant superinten-
dent of instruction, 
learning, curriculum, 
and assessment. 

The revised guidelines, which are effec-
tive on the fi rst day of school, will also 
bring consistency from one classroom to 
the next and from one school to the next, 
she said.

The guidelines state that students can re-
take “summative assessments.”  These as-
sessments measure a student’s work over 
time and are designed to allow students to 
demonstrate achievement toward course 
learning standards.

Chapter tests, midterm exams, reports, 
projects, performances (such as singing 
or playing an instrument), and classroom 
demonstrations are examples of summa-
tive assessments.

Students will not be allowed to retake 
fi nal end-of-semester exams due to the 
time teachers need to grade those exams 
and submit fi nal report card scores, Sweet-
ing said.

A student is allowed to reassess at least 
once within 10 school days of receiving 
a summative assessment. After 10 school 
days, it is up to the teacher’s discretion 
whether or not to allow the student to 
reassess.

Reassessment may be the same test, a 
portion of the same test, or a different 
test that measures the same or a similar 
standard. 

The guidelines also state that before a stu-
dent retakes a test, he or she must demon-
strate “a reasonable evidence of learning.” 
A student could, for example, complete a 
reading or homework assignment related 

to the information tested, Sweeting said.

When a student retakes a summative as-
sessment, the most current score — even 
if lower than the original grade — is the 
one that will count as the current grade, 
Sweeting said.

Teachers have responded positively to the 
revised assessment guidelines, Sweet-
ing said. More than 120 staff members 
attended a workshop in early summer to 
learn more about assessment practices.

A task force made up of junior high and 
high school teacher representatives met 
this past year to review and offer feed-
back on junior high and high school 
grading practices.
 
The revised reassessment guidelines 
apply to all classes, including general 
education, Honors, and Advanced 
Placement, Sweeting said.

Another change to junior high and high 

continued on page 11

Glacier View Junior High eighth graders take notes last year 
during a lesson about the solar system.

Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Chrys
Sweeting
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The following are important dates that have been ap-
proved for the 2013-14 school year:

First Day of School: September 4, 2013
State Inservice Day, no school: October 11, 2013
Veterans Day, no school: November 11, 2013
Thanksgiving Break, no school: November 28-29, 
2013
Winter Break, no school: December 23, 2013 through 
January 3, 2014
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, no school: January 20, 
2014
Mid-Winter Break, no school: February 15, 2014
President’s Day, no school: February 17, 2014
Mid-Winter Break, no school: February 18, 2014
Staff Training, no school: February 19, 2014
Spring Break, no school: March 31-April 4, 2014
Memorial Day, no school: May 26, 2014
No School: May 27, 2014 (unless needed for Snow 
Make-Up Day #1)
Last Day of School: June 19, 2014 (this is revised 
from what was announced in spring 2013)
Snow Make-up Days (if needed): June 20-24, 2014

Key 2013-14 calendar dates

PJ and his family moved to Puyallup, where he enrolled 
at Stahl Junior High in ninth grade and at Puyallup High 
School for his last three years.

Former Stahl Junior High math teacher Dennis Karuzas, 
who retired two years ago, is one of many people that PJ 
said infl uenced him to focus on his future.

“He always used to say things to help prepare us for life 
after school,” PJ said. “He did funny things, but every-
thing had a life lesson to it. I learned that just because I 
made some bad choices doesn’t mean I am bad forever.”

Contacted at his home, Karuzas was surprised to learn 
of his impact on PJ’s life. He remembered the teen as 
someone who was eager to learn, laughed a lot, and par-
ticipated in class.

“I think he liked the structure of my class,” Karuzas said. 

PJ also names several of his high school administrators, 
his football coaches, and his faith, for helping to steer 
him in the right direction.

Last fall he shared the story of his troubled youth, as well 
as the importance of caring adults in the school system, 
before a meeting of Regional Learning Community #3 
elementary, junior high, and high school educators. Puy-
allup High is included in Region 3.  

Several weeks before graduation in June, PJ refl ected on 
his years as a Viking.

“I thank good people like Mr. Fredericks (Assistant 
Principal Eric Fredericks),” PJ said. “He helped me com-
municate with colleges when I was searching for places 
to go and kept watch on my classes.”

Fredericks said students like PJ are “why I do what I do.”

He added, “I’m just one of many who had an infl uence on 
his life, and it’s so nice to see him pay it forward to others 
here at Puyallup High and in the community. He reaches 
everyone through his personality alone.”

Future plans

PJ is the fi rst in his father’s lineage to attend college 

and among several on his mother’s side to pursue post-
secondary educations. About 500 friends and family, 
including Principal Jason Smith, Fredericks, and football 
coach Gary Jeffers, attended PJ’s graduation party at the 
Pioneer Park Pavilion.

His mother, Sala, thanked numerous people for guid-
ing her son through high school. In addition to Principal 
Smith, Assistant Principal Fredericks, and Assistant 
Principal Conchita Oliver-Moore, she thanked assis-
tant football coach John Anderson, as well as Cherokee 
Ainslie, his Advancement Via Individual Determination 
(AVID) teacher.

“The school staff has helped our family in so many ways 
and has helped PJ in guiding him and leading him to 
where he is now,” Sala said.

Her eldest daughter, Therese, will be a senior this 
fall at Puyallup High. Her youngest, Angel, will be a 
sophomore.

In addition to playing football in college, PJ plans to 
pursue a career in criminal justice, perhaps eventually 
becoming a state trooper or detective. His dream, he 
said, is to move back to Puyallup, which he considers 
home.

“I want to help in the community and make it safe,” he 
said.

Graduate profi le
continued from page 10

Palenapa (PJ) Loko is joined by Puyallup 
High Assistant Principal Eric Fredericks.

school grading practices relates to the reporting of 
student behaviors such as effort, attendance, and class 
participation. A “Citizenship Skills” section has been 
added to the report card to mark these behaviors.
 
Walker High and Glacier View Junior High teach-
ers have already tried out a new rubric for scoring 
students on Citizenship Skills, and more schools are 
expected to fi eld test the reporting method this year, 
Sweeting said.
  
Behavior also is reported separately at the elementary 
school level, which moved to a revised grading system 
in 2003. Elementary students, for example, receive an 
O for outstanding, S for satisfactory, or N for needs 
improvement in the “Behaviors That Promote Learn-
ing” section of the report card.

By separating behavior from academics, students receive 
a course grade that refl ects what they know and are able 
to do. Grades specifi cally relate to learning standards 
established for each grade level and every subject. 

Secondary grading revisions
continued from page 10

Parents or guardians of students in grades four through 
nine are invited to preview the school district’s ap-
proved sexual health and HIV/AIDS curricula.

The elementary preview for grades four through six 
will be held between 6:30 and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 25 in the Puyallup High Commons, 105 
Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.

The junior high preview for grades seven through nine 
will be held between 6:30 and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 2 in the Puyallup High Commons. Parents 
wishing to exclude their child from the state-required 
sexual health and HIV/AIDS curricula must preview 
the curricula and sign an exclusion form.

Questions or concerns may be addressed by attending 
this parent information meeting, contacting the child’s 
teacher, or contacting Rick Wells, director of athletics, 
health, and fi tness at (253) 841-8785.

Sexual health and HIV/AIDS 
curricula previews this fall

A record number of Puyallup School District students 
in grades 9 through 12 earned their Varsity Letter in 
Community Service last year through the United Way of 
Pierce County.

The 226 students served more than 54,100 combined 
hours of community service. They represent Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high schools, as well as sev-
eral of the district’s 
junior high schools.

The Puyallup 
School District 
recorded the most 
varsity letter re-
cipients countywide 
with more than 40 
percent of the 536 
students across 
Pierce County re-
ceiving the award. 

Students were hon-
ored in May during 
a United Way Youth 
United reception 
at the Washington 
State Fair Events 
Center in Puyallup.

The United Way 
presented cer-
tifi cates and varsity 
letters to 92 students from Emerald Ridge High, 54 from 
Puyallup High, and 80 from Rogers High. The numbers 
include ninth-grade award recipients from the district’s 
junior high schools.

To qualify for a letter, students in grades 9 through 12 are 
required to volunteer with at least one school-related proj-
ect and at least one community-oriented project totaling 
145 hours or more of service.

Numerous students, including Puyallup High senior 
Tara Adams, far exceeded the minimum service hours 
required. This is the fourth consecutive year that Adams 
has received the award, and the teen — chosen this year’s 
Youth Volunteer of the Year — contributed 846 hours of 
community service last year alone.

The United Way also honored Adams as one of 12 stu-
dents countywide 
to receive a Willie 
Stewart Community 
Service Scholar-
ship ranging from 
$2,000 to $2,500 
and selected her 
as the featured 
student speaker at 
the annual awards 
ceremony.

Adams has also 
served on the Youth 
United Leadership 
Council and as a stu-
dent representative 
on the United Way 
of Pierce County 
Board of Directors. 

Puyallup School 
District Superinten-
dent Tim Yeomans 
also spoke at the an-

nual awards ceremony, where students were supported by 
hundreds of family members. Scholarship recipients were 
honored with a dinner prior to the varsity letter ceremony.

Other local Willie Stewart Community Service Scholar-
ship winners included Kaleigh Anderson and Jessica Bec-
cari, both seniors last year at Rogers High, and Elizabeth 
Clemens, Austin Kelley, and Amisha Parikh — all twelfth 
graders last year at Emerald Ridge High.

Students honored for community service

Megan Cannon, a seventh grader this fall at Aylen 
Junior High, will be one of two featured student artists 
on new Pierce County Library System cards available 
this October.

Cannon’s watercolor design, which she submitted 
while a sixth grader last year at Fruitland Elementary, 
includes a background script with quotes from books 
she has read and highlights two giant fl owers growing 
above the word “READ.”

More than 1,000 students in kindergarten through grade 
12 throughout Pierce County entered the library card 
design contest. 

Student designs winning 
Pierce County Library card

Tara Adams, a Puyallup High senior last year, speaks 
during the annual United Way Youth United reception.

photo courtesy of United Way of Pierce County
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Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
is seeking volunteers to participate in 
its Good Samaritan Readers tutoring 
program.

The program has expanded this fall to 
serve fi rst graders at Pope and Waller 
Road elementary schools. The two new 
sites join established Good Samaritan 
Readers programs serving fi rst, second, 
and third graders at Karshner, Stewart, 
and Sunrise elementary schools.

The tutoring program serves students 
identifi ed by their teachers as needing 
extra help with reading skills. Volun-
teers are asked to commit to about one 
hour a week on a set schedule. Tutoring 
sessions are generally held between 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

If interested in volunteering, contact 
Chris Stockslager, Good Samaritan 
Readers program coordinator, at (253) 
988-0051.

Walkers and runners of all ages helped 
raise nearly $6,000 in the 2013 Annie 
B. 2-Miler fun run/walk held in June.

Money raised at the annual event at 
Sparks Stadium benefi ts homeless and 
low-income students at the district’s 
junior high and high schools. It pays 
for items such as shoes, coats, glasses, 
sports equipment, and academic fees.

The Annie B. 2-Miler fun run/walk was 
organized in 2010 to honor long-time 
teacher, counselor, and former district 
student Annie Boulet, who died unex-
pectedly in December 2009.

Annie B. 2-Miler 
raises nearly $6,000

Volunteer reading
tutors needed

Elementary diversity team, and has par-
ticipated over the years with the district’s 
Peer Support Network.

His commitment to make every student 
and each of their family members feel 
welcome at school is refl ected in his 
daily work as a P.E. teacher. Farias also 
welcomes school and community mem-
bers at the cultural celebrations, which 
have highlighted countries ranging from 
Africa to China and cultures ranging from 
Polynesian to Native American.

“This community is becoming much more 
diverse,” said Farias, whose background 
includes Portuguese, Filipino, Puerto 
Rican, Chinese, Hawaiian, and Spanish. 
“These cultural events help our kids to be 
proud of their heritage.”

Helping other schools

Karshner Elementary is one of six schools 
that benefi tted from Farias’ work a year 
ago to secure a grant to help pay for Na-
tive American cultural celebrations. 

“On more than one occasion Greg has 
come to help us with our own diversity 
day celebration even though he has no 
working or professional obligations; he is 
simply there to support us,” said Karshner 
Elementary Principal Arturo Gonzalez. 
“He is a model of what it means to lead by 
example.”

Farias has developed numerous partner-
ships with area business owners who will-
ingly donate time, food, or other contribu-
tions for the multicultural events.

“If you are driven to do what’s best for 
kids, no one will tell you ‘no,’” Farias said 
with a big smile.

School cultural celebrations have fea-
tured entertainment at school assemblies, 
art projects, guest speakers, classroom 
research projects, slideshows, cultural 
music, and themed books in libraries.

“Greg does nothing small and utilizes 
community members to contribute to our 
celebrations in order to make them memo-
rable and meaningful for the students,” 
said Steve Leifsen, principal last year at 
Edgerton Elementary School.

Leifsen continued, “Most importantly, all 
of these events are put on with respect and 

sensitivity. Greg takes great care and pride 
in the fact that these events avoid stereo-
types and clichés, and rather celebrate all 
aspects of the culture that make it special 
and unique. Students at Edgerton leave 
with a broader global perspective on cul-
ture as a result of the work that Greg puts 
in each year.”

Jeannine Medvedich, assistant principal 
last year at Edgerton Elementary, said 
Farias goes out of his way to teach students 
the value of other cultures — both in his 
daily role as a teacher, as well as during the 
annual cultural celebrations.

“He fi nds ways to teach and rally students 
about other cultures, teaches understand-
ing and acceptance of our differences, 
shows us how to celebrate those differ-
ences, and teaches us all how valuable it 
is to look outside of our neighborhood and 
recognize that there is an entire world full 
of amazing people with richness to share 
and lessons to learn,” she said.

In addition to his work with cultural 
celebrations, Farias has spearheaded the 
annual food drive at Edgerton Elementary, 
organized fi eld day at Brouillet Elemen-
tary, helped with a new community garden 
at Edgerton Elementary, and helped for 
several years with the school district’s 
annual Elementary Track Meet and Marge 
Salmon Math Relay at Sparks Stadium. 
He also served on the lead planning team 
for the opening of Edgerton Elementary in 
fall 2007.

His passion for community service, both 
in schools and in the community, contrib-
uted to Communities In Schools of Puyal-
lup naming him “Educator Citizen of the 
Year” in 2012.

Aloha and Mahalo

Farias was born in Hawaii and raised by 
his grandparents. One of his favorite ac-
tivities, he said, is to teach kindergartners 
in his P.E. class how to dance the hula. He 
also teaches them Hawaiian words such as 
“kumu” (teacher), “mahalo” (thank you), 
and “aloha” (a greeting, farewell, and way 
of life for Hawaiians).

“I will be walking through the halls, and 
all the kindergartners will be yelling 
“Aloha!” he said. “They love it, and they 
remember it years later.”

Chief Equity and Achievement Offi cer 
Gerald Denman said, “Greg has truly been 
an inspiration to all of us. He is so humble 
about how he goes about his work and of-
fers help to others without expectation of 
anything in return. He gives more to oth-
ers that he would ever expect for himself, 
and I guess that’s what makes Greg Farias 
the person he is.”

Denman continued, “There is a quote 
from Maya Angelo that I feel speaks spe-
cifi cally to who Greg is: ‘I’ve learned that 
people will forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but people will 
never forget how you made them feel.’”

Students compete in annual track meets

More than 1,500 students participated last spring in the school district’s 44th annual Elementary 
District Track Meet and the 24th annual Special Spring Track Meet at Sparks Stadium. Photo 
(left): Students (from left) Alfredo Islas-Roman (Meeker Elementary), Bailey Holmes (Shaw Road 
Elementary), Rubiel Hernandez (Meeker Elementary), Adriane Givens (Hunt Elementary), and Bret 
Mason (Meeker Elementary) race for the fi nish line during the Special Spring Track Meet. Right: Shaw 
Road Elementary student Bailey Holmes competes in the long jump at the Elementary District Track 
Meet. A slideshow of photos from the two annual track meets is on the district website.

Peer support  honoree
continued from page 7

Teacher Greg Farias (center) is joined by Amy Eveskcige, chief 
academic offi cer of Regional Learning Community #3, and Gerald 
Denman, chief equity and achievement offi cer.  

who often takes photos outdoors as a 
member of the Seattle Mountaineers 
recreational group.

Nancy Strobel, last year’s principal at 
Mt. View Elementary, said the camera 
club was different from typical activi-
ties at the elementary level.

“Kids loved camera club, and I have 

been so impressed by the photos they’ve 
taken,” she said. “Camera club could 
very well be the beginning of a career 
path for one or more of our students.”

That includes Taylor Cope, who spent 
many recesses with a camera in hand, 
and Bane Morgan, who wants to travel 
the world taking photos as a possible 
career.

Chloe Williams, the fourth-place pho-
tography winner in the Dan Vesey-Deb 
Munson Art Show, has also become a 
shutterbug.

“I basically learned everything about 
the camera this year,” she said. “I can’t 
wait to do more with photography.”

New camera club
continued from page 7
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