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I N S I D E

Woodland Elementary fi fth grader Tristan Hopkins examines 
mosquito fi sh inside a combined terrarium and aquarium that 
students made as part of a living ecosystem science lesson. 

Register to vote 
through January 13
The deadline to register by mail or 
online to vote in the February 11, 2014 
Special Election is Monday, January 13. 
All registrations must be postmarked by 
this date.

To register to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must be:
• At least 18 years old by election day.
• A United States citizen and legal 

Washington state resident. 
• Not under the authority of the 

Department of Corrections. 
• Not disqualifi ed from voting due to a 

court order. 

Register by mail

Voter registration forms are available at 
each of the Puyallup School District’s 

continued on page 4

Voters will be asked in February to con-
sider two school levies to fund day-to-day 
programs and operations, aging facility 
improvements, and technology upgrades 
to support teaching and learning in neigh-
borhood schools.

The Puyallup School Board unanimously 
agreed last month to place the two school 
levy measures on the February 11, 2014 
Special Election ballot.

“It is critical that our district submit these 
levies to voters to maintain district opera-
tions and the programs our students, par-
ents, and community have come to expect 
in Puyallup,” said Board President Chris 
Ihrig. “We remain committed to being 
great stewards of the money our commu-
nity has entrusted us with.”

Educational Programs and 
Operations Replacement Levy

One of the proposed ballot measures is 
a four-year Educational Programs and 
Operations Replacement Levy.

This is not a new tax. Rather, it would re-
new an existing four-year levy approved by 
voters in 2010 and which expires in 2014.

The replacement levy pays for about one-
quarter (24 percent) of the district’s day-
to-day programs and operations, including 
maintaining:

• Educational programs and reasonable 
class sizes.

• Teachers and support staff such as 
nurses and instructional assistants.  
About one in every four employees 
hired by the district — or a total of 
about 500 full- or part-time staff — is 
supported with local levy dollars.

• Textbooks and other classroom materials.
• Music, visual arts, drama, athletic, and 

other extracurricular programs.
• School safety and security.

The state Legislature’s funding formula 
for basic education falls short of provid-
ing all that is required to educate students. 
To make up the difference, this district, 
like many others statewide, submits levies 

Karshner Elementary kindergarten teacher Janet Tran teaches 
students about the letter “E.” The proposed Educational Programs 
and Operations Replacement Levy pays for about one-quarter of 
the district’s day-to-day programs and operations.

Students outperform state in core academic subjects
For the second consecutive year, Puyallup 
School District students outperformed the 
state average in every subject and at every 
grade level on state tests administered last 
spring.

The scores released this fall also showed 
that students made gains in many of the 
core academic subjects — math, science, 
reading, and writing — compared to the 
previous year.

For most elementary and junior high 
students, last spring marks the fi nal time 
they will have taken the Measurement of 
Student Progress (MSP) in math, reading, 
and writing.

The MSP is being replaced by a new 
“Smarter Balanced” assessment, which 
was tested last spring in 11 Puyallup 
schools. 

The new assessment will be tested again 
this spring in every junior high school 
and all but two (Firgrove and Spinning) 

elementary schools (read more about the 
Smarter Balanced assessment in an article 
on page 9).

Glenn Malone, executive director of 
assessment, accountability, and student 
success, discussed at a recent school board 
meeting how the state is preparing to 
usher in the new era of Smarter Balanced 
testing. 

He also shared with the board the good 
news about the 2013 state assessments.

The student performance is indicative, 
Malone said, of the continued hard work 
that staff, parents, school volunteers, 
and community have been doing to help 
students succeed.

Math improvement

While math scores remained relatively 
neutral across the district compared to the 

continued on page 5
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Expanding post-high school opportunities 

Greg Heath
Director

PUYALLUP SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Directors
Chris Ihrig
President

(253) 848-2380
Greg Heath

Vice President
(253) 770-8797
 Pat Donovan

Legislative Representative
(253) 770-0871

Pat Jenkins
Director

(253) 770-0902
Dane Looker

Director
(253) 535-2081 

 Dr. Timothy Yeomans
Superintendent
(253) 841-8769

District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. 
Questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination may be directed to 
Amie Brandmire, executive director of 
human resources, employee relations, 
and school support (253) 841-8764; 
chief equity and achievement offi cer 
(253) 840-8966; Title IX coordinator 
(253) 841-8785; or Section 504 
coordinator (253) 841-8700.

I love elections and the example of 
“government for the people and by the 
people” and all that it represents in terms 
of democracy in action. This year it was 
from a much more tangential standpoint as 
I watched two very qualifi ed and capable 
candidates vie for my Puyallup School 
Board position in the November 5 General 
Election. I saw how active each of the 
candidates has been in the community, 
visited with them at school district events 
and board meetings, and met with them 
to share my perspective of what the work 
entails. I am confi dent, no matter which of 
the candidates was elected to a new four-
year term on November 5, that this district 
will continue to be well served as it has 
been for the last 160 years.

While I am excited for what the next 
stages of life hold for me, I am at the 
same time wistful about leaving what has 
been meaningful and important work. It 
has been an absolute privilege the past 
12 years to be a co-laborer with all of the 
staff, the parents, and, especially, the stu-
dents. I walked those same hallowed halls 
a long time ago myself and was infl uenced 
by my teachers at Spinning Elementary, 
East Junior High (now known as Kalles 
Junior High), and Puyallup High. In my 
travels around the district, it is exciting 
to see staff at those schools, as well as 
educators at all of our 32 schools, working 
just as hard to guide, teach, and lead our 
students.

One of the greatest pleasures of being a 
board member is to hand diplomas to our 
graduating seniors. It is always so interest-
ing to observe their visage as they move 
forward to shake our hands and to cross 
that fi nish line with diploma in hand. Their 
names are called, the cheering from loved 
ones is heard, and the next stage of their 
lives begins. I have observed a panoply of 

emotions ranging from fear and abject ex-
citement to an expression that says, “look 
out world, here I come.” I watched those 
same array of emotions in each of my four 
children as they walked across the gradu-
ation stage, where I had the high honor of 
presenting each of them with their high 
school diploma.
 
The current builds on the past, and 
working with great leaders has been a 
distinct privilege. Susan Gourley was 
superintendent my fi rst three years on 
the board. She was instrumental in guid-
ing this district through challenges, and 
she helped me to understand the inner 
workings of our district. The next eight 
years working with Tony Apostle was a 
great pleasure as he was instrumental in 
kindling my interest in running for the 
board. He not only led this district well, 
but also became a good friend and col-
league. Our current superintendent, Tim 
Yeomans, is taking a great district and is 
working very hard to make it even bet-
ter. We have had a number of conversa-
tions, and Tim knows well that the work 
doesn’t stop and we can’t rest on our 
laurels. The next class of students has 

entered our doors eager and ready to be 
supported in their education.

Lastly, I want to say what a privilege it 
has been to work with such a great group 
of fellow board members. I have served 
with 11 colleagues on the board, and we 
have always strived to be a collegial, col-
laborative, and consensus-driven group 
that realized the importance of the work 
and made sure the best decisions possible 
were made. I always felt that our board 
kept only what was best for our students 
in mind even though the decisions weren’t 
always easy.

Thank you so much for the opportunity I 
have had to be a part of the best district 
in the state. The future looks bright, and 
we are grateful you have chosen to have 
the Puyallup School District educate 
what is most precious to you — your 
children.

Heath was honored by the Puyallup 
School Board at his last board meeting on 
November 18. Photos of the event are on 
the Puyallup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Puyallup School Board Director Greg Heath hands his daughter, 
Madeline, her diploma at the 2012 Puyallup High School graduation 
ceremony.  He also presented diplomas to his other three children 
(Caitlin in 2003, Samuel in 2006, and John in 2008).  

There has been a great deal of emphasis 
in recent years on increasing high school 
graduation rates among students in Wash-
ington state and throughout the nation. It 
is always positive to report to the Puyallup 
community that our students’ graduation 
rates are several percentage points above 
the state and national averages. While 
graduation is a wonderful goal, a neces-
sary step, and an important achievement 
for our Puyallup students, by itself it is not 
suffi cient to provide them with a mean-
ingful living-wage career following high 
school.

A post-secondary plan for each student, 
which includes admission to a two-year 
college, technical college program, four-
year university, apprenticeship or job 
certifi cation program, or acceptance to the 
military, are vital post-secondary options 
that are necessary in a world which de-
mands specialized skills and training prior 
to employment.

The Puyallup School Board has been 
leading the way in its expectation of 
aligning educational programs within the 
district to serve students in this manner. 
In addition, it has been equally sup-

portive of establishing partnerships with 
higher education providers. The “Path-
way to Promise” partnership between the 
Puyallup School District and the Univer-
sity of Washington Tacoma is a strong 
example of the board’s commitment to 
making sure that every student in Puyal-
lup is prepared for opportunities beyond 
high school (see article about Pathway to 
Promise on page 12).

The implementation of a long-term vision 
focused on post-secondary opportunities 
for each student requires a long-term 
plan. The district’s plan fi rst supports and 
builds on the strengths of our three vibrant 
comprehensive high schools, as well as 
our high-quality Career and Technical 
Education (vocational) programs. The 

QUEST, PAGE, and Advanced Placement 
programs, which offer high levels of 
academic rigor specially designed for 
highly capable learners in preparation 
for the university environment, are also 
strong foundations already in place. In the 
near future, opportunities for choice in 
academic programs will expand further. 
The goal of these new educational models 
will be to provide course of study options 
that will provide additional challenge, 
rigor, and opportunity. 

Another area of focus in the near future 
will be to expand early childhood educa-
tional opportunities. The enhancement and 
growth of full-day kindergarten and early 
childhood programs within the district will 
get more of our children off to the best 
start possible. Preparation and planning 
for these programs are under way and 
will require the district to align fi nancial 
resources and instructional space in a way 
not previously undertaken.

A bright future for each child in our 
district is the goal of the Puyallup School 
District. We are excited for the opportu-
nities that lie ahead as we prepare each 
student for his or her future career.
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Glacier View is School of Distinction for third straight year

math end-of-course exams in grades 
nine and 10.

Schools that met that requirement were 
then evaluated for academic gains in both 
subjects over the past fi ve years. 

Full-day kindergarten gets under way in three schools

For the third consecutive year, Glacier 
View Junior High School has been named 
a School of Distinction for being among 
the top 5 percent of schools statewide that 
has demonstrated sustained improvement 
in reading and math. 

The Puyallup School Board recognized 
Glacier View Junior High staff for the top 
honor during its meeting last month.

The school will be honored again this 
month at a statewide recognition in 
Renton, where staff will be presented 
with the school’s third School of Distinc-
tion trophy.  

“The award is indicative of exemplary 
work on behalf of both students and staff 
at Glacier View Junior High,” said Super-
intendent Tim Yeomans. “We are equally 
pleased with continued improvement in all 
of our schools, including many that have 
won this award in previous years.”

Of the 99 elementary, junior high, and 
high schools recognized statewide this 
year, Glacier View Junior High is one 
of 16 junior high or middle schools that 
have earned the honor in more than one 
year.

The award is based on students scoring 
at or above the state average in reading 
and math in grades three through eight 
on the 2013 Measurement of Student 
Progress, in reading in grade 10 on the 
High School Profi ciency Exam, and in 

“The award is a tribute to the collabora-
tion and professionalism of the teachers 
and staff at Glacier View,” said Mark 
Vetter, who served as Glacier View Junior 
High principal from the time it opened in 
2008 until this past summer when he be-
came a director of instructional leadership 
in this district. “That collaboration has led 
to students who care, are motivated, and 
are learners.”

Vetter will join new Glacier View Junior 
High Principal Michelle Cruckshank at 
the statewide School of Distinction recog-
nition ceremony in Renton.

Cruckshank said she is thrilled to be part 
of an award-winning school. “I’m hon-
ored to have inherited it,” she said. “The 
staff is delighted, excited, and under-
stands the gravity of the responsibility of 
such an honor, as well as the continued 
work ahead.” 

The award is sponsored by The Center for 
Educational Effectiveness, the Association 
of Educational Service Districts, the Asso-
ciation of Washington School Principals, 
the Washington Association of School 
Administrators, and the Washington State 
School Directors Association.

Glacier View Junior High seventh graders (from left) Vincent 
Roberts and Jamil Reno measure the depth, width, and height of a 
cube in Melissa Tibbetts’  science class.

Ashley Conner started kindergarten this 
fall knowing her letters and numbers, 
confi dent in writing her name, and able to 
read some frequently used words at that 
grade level.

One month after being in school, the 
5-year-old began to read books.

“Her reading has really taken off!” said 
her mother, Anna. “She talks about books 
all the time now and is more confi dent in 
reading.” 

Anna attributes her daughter’s growth 
in reading to her participation in a new 
full-day kindergarten program at Firgrove 
Elementary School.

The free, full-day program is also of-
fered this fall at Spinning and Stewart 
elementary schools, with nearly 200 stu-
dents enrolled among the three schools 
combined.

The state Legislature agreed to provide 
full-day kindergarten funding for schools 
statewide that have high percentages of 
students who qualify for free or reduced-
price meals.

While only offered at three schools this 
year, the Puyallup School District is 
exploring the expansion of full-day kin-
dergarten districtwide in the future, said 
Lisa Nolan, director of 
instructional leader-
ship. 

The 20 seats in each 
full-day kindergar-
ten class at Firgrove, 
Spinning, and Stewart 
elementary schools 
fi lled this year, includ-
ing fi ve seats at each 
school open to Puyal-
lup School District stu-
dents who live outside 
of the three attendance 
areas.

“The full-day program 
can be a game changer 
for so many of our 
students,” Nolan said. 
“It gives twice as much 
time for students to 
engage in learning, de-
velop social skills, and 
create even stronger 

partnerships with our families.”

Kim Fishback, a veteran elementary 
teacher of 19 years, sees the benefi ts 
fi rsthand.

“The extra time gives me a chance to 
read more stories, for example, and build 
the language that they need at this age,” 
she said.

Fishback said she is also able to meet 
the needs of different learners, especially 
during small group instruction that is 
repeated twice during the day — once 
during the morning and again in the 
afternoon.

“Best of all, I don’t have to hurry my 
students,” she said.

A typical day in
full-day kindergarten 

On a recent morning at Firgrove Elemen-
tary, Fishback welcomed her kindergart-
ners at the classroom door and listened as 
they eagerly told her everything important 
that had happened in their lives since the 
day before.

After sharing their news, students hung 
up their jackets and backpacks, went to 
their desks, and practiced writing the 
letter “A” and coloring an apple under-

neath it on a worksheet included in the 
kindergarten reading curriculum.

Like students in half-day programs, a typi-
cal kindergarten day begins with taking 
attendance, determining what students are 
ordering for school lunch, doing the fl ag 
salute, and reviewing the calendar, which 
is referred to in the district math curricu-
lum as “Number Corner.”

During this time, students learn about 
number awareness, patterns, and other 
math skills.

In a full-day kindergarten program, extra 
time is available, Nolan said, for teachers 
to talk with and question students about 
what they see in the Number Corner. 

“Right out of the gate they are able to 
have more time to think and ask ques-
tions,” she said.

The morning time is also set aside for 
teachers to share with students what 
they will learn that day; have whole 
class and small-group instruction; and 
move students to learning center activi-
ties such as reading, writing, art, sci-
ence, and music.

A short snack break is held in either the 
morning or afternoon, with a longer lunch 

break in the middle of the day.

The learning never stops, Nolan said. 
During snack time, for example, students 
practice math skills by helping to count 
plates or cups and learn about nutrition.

Because this is the fi rst time many of the 
students have gone through a lunch line, it 
sometimes takes several days to learn the 
routine.

On the fi rst day of school at Spinning 
Elementary, for example, kindergartner 
Christopher Chaffee struggled to keep a 
carrot in his tongs as he carefully tried to 
maneuver the vegetable from the food cart 
to his lunch tray.

“Students are learning so much this fi rst 
year,” Nolan said. “It’s an exciting time.”

After lunch recess, the afternoon sched-
ule includes time for reading books as a 
class or individually; doing art, music, 
or physical education; writing in jour-
nals; and refl ecting on what was learned 
that day.

Before sending students to their desks to 
write in their journals, Fishback asked 
several students to stand in front of the 

continued on page 8

Firgrove Elementary full-day kindergarten teacher Kim Fishback 
writes words that begin with the letter “P” suggested by students 
(from left) Austin Ryan and Logan Johnson. Firgrove, Spinning, 
and Stewart elementary schools began offering free, full-day 
kindergarten programs this fall.

School lunch is a new learning experience for 
Spinning Elementary full-day kindergartners 
Danica Hudson and Logan Newmeyer, who are 
shown on the fi rst day of school.
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32 schools, the district’s Education 
Service Center, public libraries, staffed 
fi re stations in unincorporated Pierce 
County, city clerks’ offi ces, and the 
Pierce County Elections Division.

Forms may also be accessed on the 
Internet at http://www.sos.wa.gov/elec-
tions/register_mail.aspx or by calling 
the Pierce County Elections Division at 
(253) 798-VOTE (8683). If registering 
by mail and it is the fi rst time register-
ing to vote in Pierce County, applicants 
must list on the form a Washington state 
driver’s license or the last four digits of 
their Social Security number. 

Register online

To register online, visit https://wei.sos.
wa.gov/agency/osos/en/Pages/MyVote-
OLVR.aspx. A valid Washington state 
driver’s license or Washington state-
issued identifi cation card is required to 
register online.

Register in person

Pierce County residents not yet regis-
tered to vote in Washington who miss 
the mail-in or online deadlines can reg-
ister in person from January 14 through 
February 3. In-person voter registration 
is done at the Pierce County Elections 
Division, 2501 South 35th St., Suite C, 
Tacoma. The Elections Division is open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Mobile device application

Elections information may also be 
accessed by mobile devices such as 
phones or computer tablets. People with 
mobile devices can download from the 
Internet a “Pierce County MyVote” 
application.

to voters to support essential educational 
programs and acceptable levels of staffi ng.
 
The Educational Programs and Operations 
Replacement Levy would provide $49.5 
million in 2015. Factoring in 3 percent 
infl ation over the remaining three years, 
the levy would provide about $51 million 
in 2016, $52.5 million in 2017, and $54 
million in 2018.

School Facility Improvements and
Technology Upgrades Levy

Another measure on the Special Election 
ballot is a School Facility Improvements 
and Technology Upgrades Levy.

The six-year levy would support improv-
ing aging neighborhood school buildings 
and updating classroom technology to 
support teaching and learning.

Specifi cally, the levy would provide funds to:
• Fix or replace aging and deteriorating 

roofs and structures.
• Replace or upgrade outdated student 

computers.
• Install interactive classroom white 

boards and mounted projectors. 
Less than half (37 percent) of the 
district’s classrooms have this current 
technology.

• Expand student access to technology 
by increasing wireless capacity and 
modernizing the computer network. 

• Make energy-effi cient improvements 
to heating, cooling, plumbing, lighting, 
and electrical systems.

The following are some frequently asked 
questions about the Educational Programs 
and Operations Replacement Levy and the 
School Facility Improvements and Technol-
ogy Upgrades Levy that will appear on the 
February 11, 2014 Special Election ballot.

Q: Is the Educational Programs and 
Operations Replacement Levy a new 
tax?
A: No. The proposed four-year edu-
cational programs and operations levy 
replaces the current four-year programs 
and operations levy, which was approved 
by Puyallup School District voters in 2010 
and expires in December 2014. 

Q: What happens if the replacement 
levy fails?
A: The Puyallup School District, the ninth 
largest district in the state, would have to 
reduce its operating budget by 24 percent. 
This translates to $49.5 million worth of 
program reductions, including about 500 
full- or part-time employees, as well as 
other cost-saving measures to balance 
the budget. About one in every four staff 
members hired by the district is funded 
with local levy dollars.

Q: Why propose the School Facility Im-
provements and Technology Levy now?
A:  Construction costs and interest rates 
continue to remain low, which allows for 
more school improvements districtwide. 
Further deterioration of neighborhood 
schools costs more in the long run to fi x, 
said the district’s Chief Operations Offi cer 
Rudy Fyles. 

Q: How does a school levy differ from 
a school bond like the one voters ap-
proved in 2004?
A: A levy pays for day-to-day school 
programs and operations. A bond pays for 
new school construction, remodels, and 
other building improvements. The Puyal-
lup School District is not asking voters to 
consider a school bond in this election.

Q’s and A’s about the proposed levy election

Q: What are the election requirements?
A: Under state law, school levies require 
a simple majority (50 percent plus one) of 
“yes” votes to pass.

Q: Are some residents eligible for tax 
exemptions?
A: Yes. Residents who are 61 years of 
age or older by December 31, 2013 and 
whose household income is $35,000 or 
less may qualify for a tax exemption from 
all or part of the proposed 2014 school 
levies. Regardless of age, residents who 
have a disability that prevents them from 
being employed may also qualify for this 
exemption. For more information, contact 
the Senior Citizen and Disabled Persons 
Exemption Department Hotline at (253) 
798-2169.

Q: What is the additional cost for the 
average Puyallup homeowner if both 

the Educational Programs and Opera-
tions Replacement Levy (Proposition 1) 
and the School Facility Improvements 
and Technology Upgrades Levy (Propo-
sition 2) are approved by voters?
A: The total increase in tax rate would be an 
average of 43 cents per $1,000 of assessed 
valuation. The owner of a home valued at 
$227,000 would pay an estimated $8.13 
more per month between 2015 and 2018.

Q: How can I learn more?
A: Visit the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. The February 
11, 2014 levy election information is fea-
tured in a box on the district Home page.

Q: Where can I get other questions 
answered?
A: Email election@puyallup.k12.wa.us or 
call the Communications and Information 
department at (253) 841-8703.

continued from page 1

School levies

• Make earthquake safety building 
improvements.

• Modify elementary school buildings to 
support full-day kindergarten classes.

The School Facility Improvements 
and Technology Upgrades Levy would 
provide $46 million over the six-year 
collection period.

Cost

If both the Educational Programs and Op-

erations Replacement Levy (Proposition 
1) and the School Facility Improvements 
and Technology Upgrades Levy (Proposi-
tion 2) are approved by voters, the total 
increase in tax rate would be an average of 
43 cents per $1,000 of assessed valuation. 
The owner of a home valued at $227,000 
would pay an estimated $8.13 more per 
month between 2015 and 2018.

More information

Additional information about the 2014 
Educational Programs and Operations 

Replacement Levy and the School Facility 
Improvements and Technology Upgrades 
Levy is on the Puyallup School District 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Levy information, including links to infor-
mation about tax exemptions, is featured 
in a box on the district Home page.

Questions about the replacement levy may 
be emailed to election@puyallup.k12.wa.us 
or directed to the district Communications 
and Information department at 
(253) 841-8703.

Photos: Aylen Junior High ninth grader (left) Cammie Wolter (foreground) practices for an evening 
concert in October that featured a combined performance between Puyallup High and Aylen, 
Edgemont, and Kalles junior high band students and the nationally renowned Dallas Brass. 
Maplewood Elementary fi fth graders (right) Evan Findlay and Grace Laveway work in the school 
computer lab. Maintaining music programs and updating technology to support teaching and learning 
are among items included in two school levies proposed in the February 11, 2014 election.

Register to vote
continued from page 1

Northwood Elementary nurse Denise Vanaman tests kindergartner 
Brody Anderson’s vision. About one in every four employees hired 
by the district, including teachers, nurses, instructional assistants, 
and other staff, is supported with local levy dollars.
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Students outperform 
state average
continued from page 1

Fruitland Elementary third grader Mia Ziegler searches on a math 
grid, projected for the entire class to see, for the correct answer to 
a subtraction problem on a fl ashcard held by teacher Jenifer Willis.

previous year, there were several notable 
math achievements both districtwide and 
at individual schools.

Throughout the district, sixth graders 
scored signifi cantly higher than the state 
average in math. Test scores released by 
the state this fall show that 74 percent of 
sixth graders in Puyallup met or exceeded 
state standards in math compared to 59 
percent statewide.

The gain last year coincides with new 
math materials given to teachers last fall 
to supplement and reinforce concepts in 
the district-adopted math curriculum.

Third graders at Fruitland Elementary 
School also had a strong showing on the 
state test with 93.6 percent of students 
meeting or exceeding state math stan-
dards — the highest math score in the 
district and an increase of three percent-
age points from the previous year.

Shaw Road Elementary fi fth graders also 
topped 90 percent of students meeting the 

throughout the district also fi nd success 
using IXL — an online computer math 
program — to reinforce math skills.
One benefi t, they say, is that students and 
their families can log into the IXL site at 
home to practice state and national math 
standards.

Sloan-Framke said the teachers also work 
closely as a team, regularly assess students 
on their skills and knowledge, use compu-
tation tests as weekly timed assessments, 
and provide small group interventions to 
students who need extra help.

The district’s intensive focus on math im-
provement in the past several years is also 
evident in the number of tenth graders who 
passed End-of-Course math exams.

Three years ago, about 70 percent of the 
fi rst group of tenth graders who took the 
algebra and geometry exams met stan-
dards. This past spring, 82 percent of 
students met or exceeded standards on 
the algebra test and nearly 90 percent in 
geometry.

Science gains

Students in grades fi ve and eight scored 
signifi cantly higher than the state average 
in science.

food, then scooped in two mosquito fi sh 
and several snails to create the living 
ecosystem.

Pressing jewelers loupes (magnifi ers) 
against the bottles, students peered inside 
their aquariums and recorded observations 
about the fi sh and snails.

“This is fun because you get to work with 
live animals and plants,” said student 
Adam Tabor as he watched the mosquito 
fi sh swim about in their new surroundings. 
Tabor said he is considering a career in 
science when he grows up.

Smith reminded students during their ob-
servation time that the living ecosystems 
“represent the bigger world we live in.”

In addition to hands-on science learning, 
Cranston said the Qwizdom computer 
software program — just like the one used 
by Fruitland Elementary teachers in math 
— “has made a great impact on student 
learning in science.”

While 91.8 percent is a notable science 
score, he said the Woodland Elementary 
staff won’t be satisfi ed until students 
achieve 100 percent. 

Junior high students also had a strong 
showing in science, with 73.2 percent of 
eighth graders districtwide meeting stan-
dards — well above the state average.

Reading and writing improvement

One of the largest gains in reading this 
past year is refl ected in the scores at 
Karshner Elementary, where 93.2 percent 
of sixth graders met or exceeded standards 
— up from 70.5 
percent the previ-
ous year.

Principal Arturo 
Gonzalez said 
the school 
implemented 
a schoolwide 
“Accelerated 
Reader” (AR) 
program last year 
and recognizes 
students who 
meet or exceed 
their reading 
goals.

The AR program encourages students to 
read books and take comprehension tests 
on what they have read. Points are earned 
for a passing score.

Some of the reading gains can also be at-
tributed, educators say, to a new “Jour-
neys” reading curriculum in grades two 
through six.

The curriculum launched last year in 16 
of the district’s 21 elementary schools, 

including Karshner Elementary, and 
expanded this fall to the remaining fi ve 
schools.

“All of our teachers from kindergarten 
through grade six implemented small 
group reading instruction from the Jour-
neys curriculum, and it has been very 
successful,” Gonzalez said.

Other notable achievements in reading 
scores were seen at Mt. View Elementary, 
where nearly 98 percent of third grad-
ers met standards; Fruitland Elementary, 
where 96 percent of third graders met 
standards; and Woodland Elementary, 
where 90 percent of sixth graders met 
standards.

The most recent test scores also show that 
writing remained strong at the high school 
level.

Writing, which is tested in grade 10, 
continued an upward trend from previ-
ous years of strong test score results with 
91 percent of students across the district 
meeting standards.

All three comprehensive high schools 
topped 90 percent of students meeting or 
exceeding the writing standards on last 
spring’s assessment. 

Bob Frey, an American Studies teacher at 
Emerald Ridge High, said writing is a key 
component in his class.

“In addition to examining great works 
from American literature and addressing 
the English standards, the American Stud-
ies curriculum allows students to com-
municate in writing while demonstrating 

content knowl-
edge in United 
States history,” 
he said.

Frey continued, 
“Instead of stu-
dents answering 
questions with 
multiple choice 
and matching 
tests, I challenge 
my students to 
communicate 
conceptual ideas 
using a variety of 
writing strate-
gies.” 

To see a complete breakdown of how 
the Puyallup School District and its 32 
schools scored on last spring’s state tests, 
visit the state Superintendent of Public 
Instruction website at www.k12.wa.us 
and click the State Report Card icon. The 
state website also shows how each school 
fared on annual measurement objectives 
and provides information about student 
demographics.

state standards in math.

Educators credit several learning tools 
and strategies for the successful 2013 
math scores.

This past year was the third year, for 
example, of a three-year district math im-
provement plan and the second year that 
students and teachers used the “Bridges 
in Mathematics” curriculum in kindergar-
ten through grade fi ve.

Teachers say the math curriculum is rich 
with hands-on manipulatives and lessons 
to reinforce math learning.

At Fruitland Elementary, Principal Laurie 
Orheim credits the student success not 
only to her third-grade teaching team, but 
also to the entire school staff, parents, 
and volunteers who focus on student 
achievement in all grades.

Another key to success, Fruitland El-
ementary teachers say, is a “Qwizdom” 
computer software program used in the 
classroom to reinforce math learning.

The program engages students by provid-
ing colorful, interactive math lessons, 
as well as pre- and post-tests to help 
measure student progress.

During a math lesson last month, third-
grade teachers Janis Sloan-Framke, Jeni-
fer Willis, and Cynthia Edmon used the 
program in their respective classrooms to 
teach different math concepts.

The three teachers and many others 

In Puyallup, 74.8 percent of fi fth graders 
met or exceeded science standards com-
pared to 66.5 percent statewide. Similarly, 
73.2 percent of eighth graders met or ex-
ceeded standards compared to 64.9 percent 
statewide.

Fifth graders at Woodland Elementary 
School also had noteworthy scores on the 
state test with 91.8 percent of students 
meeting or exceeding state standards — 
the highest science score in the district 
and the second consecutive year that the 
school’s fi fth-grade class surpassed 90 
percent.

Elementary teachers throughout the district 
report continued success with integrating 
technology and using the district’s science 
kits, which encourage hands-on learning.

During a recent science kit lesson on liv-
ing ecosystems, for example, Woodland 
Elementary fi fth-grade teachers Allan 
Cranston, Roger Smith, Dorothy Espedal-
Johnson, and Michele Bledsoe instructed 
students to build a combination terrarium/
aquarium using a two-liter plastic pop 
bottle.

Students built the terrarium on the top half 
of the bottle, fi lling it with dirt and plant-
ing rye grass, alfalfa, and mustard seeds. 
As the seeds sprouted, students shared 
their observations of plant growth data 
aloud as a class and then recorded the data 
in their science journals.

The fi fth graders fi lled the bottom half 
of the bottle with water, added allodia, 
duckweed, and mixed algae plants for 

Writing is a key component in Bob Frey’s tenth-grade American 
Studies class at Emerald Ridge High School. More than 91 percent 
of sophomores districtwide met or exceeded the state writing 
standards.

Karshner Elementary sixth grader  
Adrian Castillo-Meza reads a class 
assignment.
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Tips to help drivers know when to stop for school buses
When traveling either direction on a two-lane road

both of these cars must stop
On a road of more than two lanes

Cars behind the bus and in
this lane must stop

Cars in these lanes do not 
need to stop

Washington state bus laws protect nearly 
10,000 students who ride Puyallup School 
District buses daily to and from school.

Knowing when to stop and when not to 
stop for a school bus is critical to stu-
dent and motorist safety, said Director of 
Transportation Cathy McDaniel.

As a general rule, a driver should not get 
any closer than 20 feet to a school bus 
that has stopped with red lights fl ashing. 
It is safe to proceed once the lights stop 
fl ashing.

Flashing red lights, a retractable red 
“STOP” paddle, and a crossing arm in 
front of the bus signal that the bus is either 
loading or unloading students.

The following are examples of when mo-
torists, by law, must stop for a school bus:
 
Two-lane road

If a school bus comes to a stop on a two-
lane road where there is one lane of traffi c 

moving in each direction, traffi c behind 
the bus and motorists traveling in the op-
posite direction must both stop. 

Three-lane road

On three-lane roads, where there is one 
lane of traffi c moving in each direction 
and a center turn lane, the vehicles behind 
the bus and those in the turn lane traveling 
the same direction as the bus must stop.

Vehicles traveling in the opposite di-
rection can continue without stopping, 
including a vehicle in the center turn lane 
that is turning in front of the bus.

Four-lane road 

When a roadway has four or more lanes 
with at least two of the lanes going in the 
opposite direction, only the vehicles in 
lanes traveling the same direction as the 
school bus need to stop for the red fl ash-
ing school bus lights.

Two areas of the school district where 

people often get confused about this rule 
are along Sunrise Parkway and traveling 
up or down Meridian Street from the top 
to the bottom of the hill.

If a bus, for example, is stopped on 
Meridian Street in the right lane on the 
way up the hill, all cars traveling in the 
same direction behind it, both in the 
same lane as the bus and in the adjacent 
lane immediately next to the bus, must 
stop. Motorists driving down the hill in 
the opposite direction of the bus do not 
need to stop (see adjacent photo). 

Tip to remember

When a driver gets confused about 
when to stop, McDaniel said it is easy 
to remember that the fl ashing red lights, 
“STOP” paddle, and crossing arm control 
the traffi c lane that the school bus is in 
and the lane directly next to it.

Fines for drivers ignoring school bus red 
lights can be $300 or more.

Amber warning lights

Lights blinking in an alternating amber 
pattern help signal students and motorists 
that a bus is preparing to stop.

Bus drivers engage their amber lights 
between 100 and 300 feet from a bus 
stop on roads marked with 35 mph 
speed limits or less. They turn on the 
amber lights between 300 and 500 
feet on roads with speed limits above 
35 mph.

When they arrive at the bus stop, drivers 
switch from amber to red lights indicating 
a stop. Tammy Sutton, the school district’s 
driver trainer, recommends motorists slow 
down, proceed with caution, and be pre-
pared to stop when they see a school bus 
turn on its amber lights.

See related article on the district website 
about the results of a one-day state and 
local count of school bus passing viola-
tions last May.

Knowing how to evacuate a school bus 
safely in an emergency is a lesson pre-
sented to students three times a year as 
part of the state-required school district 
emergency exit drills.

Last month, students spent about 10 extra 
minutes on the bus before school to hear 
their bus driver explain emergency proce-
dures. Students then practiced how to exit 
through the rear or side emergency door.

“This empowers the drivers and students 
with the skills needed to evacuate in the 
event of an actual emergency and keeps 
the attention and the focus on student 
safety,” said Director of Transportation 
Cathy McDaniel. “All of our drivers are 
trained to teach these skills.”

Emergency bus evacuation drills are held 
in fall, winter, and spring. Students prac-
tice exiting the bus in fall, hear a verbal 
review in winter, and practice again in 
spring.

The drills held in fall coincide with 
National School Bus Safety Week, which 
was observed October 21-25. This year’s 
theme, “Stand Back From the Yellow and 
Black,” focused on being safe around the 
bus.

The annual drills also teach students a 
variety of other safety measures, such 
as how to respond if a driver becomes 
incapacitated, how to set the emergency 
brake, how to radio the Transportation 
department for help, and how to access 

equipment such as the fi rst-aid kit.

“The repetition of hearing it several times 
a year every year until they graduate is 
important so they know what to do if an 
emergency actually occurs,” said bus 
driver Sabrina Koestler, who has been 
transporting students the past 23 years.

During one of her drills last month, 
Koestler reviewed safety information with 
about 40 Pope Elementary students.  

Tammy Sutton, the school district’s bus 
driver trainer, added, “Just like schools 
do earthquake and fi re drills, it is critical 
our bus drivers and students participate in 
regular bus safety drills.”

Students may be excused or excluded 
from the evacuation drills if their par-
ticipation poses substantial diffi culty to 
themselves or to other passengers. They 
continue to receive verbal instruction in 
school bus safety and exit drills. 

Students practice emergency exit drills

Pope Elementary sixth graders (from left) Taylor Sosa and Sage 
Jacquay help third grader Victoria Peterman off the bus as part of 
annual emergency exit drills held across the school district.

Nearly 100 percent of school buses and 
district vehicles met safety standards 
during an extensive three-day Washing-
ton State Patrol inspection in August.

Of the 187 school buses and 19 district 
support vehicles examined, 97 percent 
of the buses and 100 percent of the 
vehicles passed inspection, said Cathy 
McDaniel, director of transportation.

Six buses were placed out of service 
for issues such as a crossing arm mal-
function and shock adjustors out of 
adjustment. District mechanics fi xed 
those items immediately, presented 
the buses to the state patrol for re-
inspection, and returned the buses to 
service while inspectors were on site, 
she said.

Inspectors also noted more minor 
repairs such as holes in seats, faded 
stop paddle markings, and inoperable 
heaters. These items were not deemed 
severe enough to pull a bus out of ser-
vice and are being addressed.

The state patrol inspects district buses 
and vehicles twice a year — the full 
operating fl eet in summer during a 
planned inspection, and about 25 
percent of the buses during an unan-
nounced winter inspection sometime 
between November and March.

Bus inspection yields 
high passing rate

V
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He has gone face to face with some of the 
most recognized names in baseball and 
listened calmly, while standing his ground, 
as they argued a called strike or foul ball.

He has been hit by errant baseballs and 
walked off the infi eld with dirt caked onto 
his uniform and bruises on his thighs and 
arms.

At the young age of 27, Quinn Wolcott 
has learned to take it all in stride.

The Emerald Ridge High graduate has 
steadily worked his way up the umpiring 
ranks since being handed his high school 
diploma in 2005. 

Wolcott fi nished among the top in his 
class at umpire school in Florida and at 19 
became the youngest professional umpire 
when hired in 2006. He was promoted to 
the Triple-A Pacifi c Coast League in 2011 
and advanced again to crew chief in the 
2013 season.

That was all in preparation for the big day, 
which arrived on May 27, 2013.

Major League Baseball debut

Wolcott, who began calling balls and 
strikes at age 12 for hometown teams in 
Puyallup, was called up from his minor 
league assignment to umpire a Major 
League Baseball double-header.

Before a stadium fi lled with 30,638 cheer-
ing baseball fans, and with his parents in 
attendance, Wolcott walked onto Chase 
Field in Phoenix for his major league 
umpiring debut.

“It was the most awesome 
day of my life,” he said.

Wolcott umpired at third 
base for the fi rst game in 
the afternoon and then 
moved to fi rst base for 
the evening match-up 
between the Texas Rang-
ers and Arizona Diamond-
backs.

“I was so nervous,” he 
recalled. “It’s hard to de-
scribe how big it is to be 
there for the fi rst time on 
a major league fi eld.”

The fi rst pitch of the 
game, he said, was a hard 
hit ground ball that was 
foul down the third-base 
line.

“It was close enough that 
I had to call something, 
which was a good thing,” 
Wolcott said. “It helped 
me to calm down and re-
alize I was doing the same 
thing I was doing the 
day before in the minor 
leagues.”

His father, Tracy, who en-
couraged his son to begin 
umpiring as a young teen 
in Puyallup, said he and his wife, Janet, 
were both teary-eyed as they watched 
their son in his major league debut. Janet 
teaches fi fth grade at Wildwood Elemen-
tary School in Puyallup.

“It was more emotional than I ever ex-
pected it to be,” he said. “The enormity of 
the moment of seeing your son on a major 
league diamond was something I will 
never forget.”

Wolcott was called back up to the major 
leagues for 62 more games during the 
2013 season. He umpired eight games 
at Safeco Field in Seattle, where more 
than a dozen family and friends cheered 
him on.

Other assignments this year included a 
sold-out game in St. Louis attended by 
45,000 people, and an ESPN Wednesday 
night “Game of the Week” in New York, 
where his parents had front row seats.

Wolcott umpired home plate for the fi rst 
time in the major leagues in June at a 
game between the Chicago White Sox and 
Cleveland Indians. 

While still offi cially a Triple-A league 
umpire, Wolcott was designated as a 
major league “rover” this year. The league 
names 12 rovers each year from among 
Triple-A umpires who are eligible to fi ll in 
at the major league level.

His favorite place to umpire is second 
base. “You are in the middle of the fi eld, 
have a lot of freedom as an umpire to 
move around the base, players steal there 
more often, and the throws come from 360 
degrees.”
 
The most pressure is on umpiring home 
plate. “Mentally, it’s the most exhausting,” 
he said. “It’s like taking a 150-question 
test and having to focus and do well on 
each question.”

Accuracy is key to success

Every pitch and every play is reviewed by 
umpire supervisors in the major leagues, 

Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Emerald Ridge grad strikes it big as professional umpire

Reading mentoring program 
expands to serve two more schools
A reading mentoring program that 
pairs volunteer tutors with elementary 
students to help children boost their 
skills and confi dence has expanded this 
year to include Pope and Waller Road 
elementary schools.

Both schools 
launched the Good 
Samaritan Readers 
mentoring program 
last month, joining 
established pro-
grams at Karsh-
ner, Stewart, and 
Sunrise elementary 
schools. 

This is the eleventh year since the reading 
mentoring program, coordinated by Com-
munities In Schools of Puyallup (CISP), 
began in the Puyallup School District.

Each student selected to participate is 
matched with a volunteer tutor who 
spends 45 minutes once a week helping 
with basic reading skills. Students read 
books and sight words aloud, practice 
writing skills, review classroom read-
ing assignments, and play card or board 
games that focus on letters and sounds.

The program serves fi rst graders this 
fall at Pope and Waller Road elementary 
schools, with a goal to expand in subse-
quent years to also serve grades two and 

three, said Chris Stockslager, coordinator 
of Good Samaritan Readers.

Tutors help students succeed

Nearly two dozen volunteer tutors from 
throughout the community have already 

committed to help-
ing fi rst graders 
boost their read-
ing skills at Pope 
and Waller Road 
elementary schools, 
Stockslager said. 

The tutors, ranging 
from young adults to senior citizens, join 
more than 70 other Good Samaritan Read-
ers tutors who work with fi rst, second, and 
third graders at Karshner, Stewart, and 
Sunrise elementary schools.

“I can’t imagine not being able to read 
— it is so important in life,” said Waller 
Road Elementary tutor Laurel Farley.

Farley has four grandchildren in the 
school district and a daughter who gradu-
ated last year from Puyallup High School. 

First grader Jaimee Weber was all smiles 
last month after meeting Farley for the 
fi rst time. The two started by tracing each 
other’s hands on paper, then fi lled in the 
center of the drawing with information 
about themselves such as family member 

names, hobbies, and favorite animals.

“Do I get to see you every week?” Jaimee 
asked excitedly as she picked out several 
books to read that day.

“I get to see YOU every week!” Farley 
responded.

At a reading table nearby, tutor David 
Hiegel helped fi rst grader Trevor Mc-
Brayne sound out words in the “Turtle’s 
Boat” book geared for the student’s 
reading level. It wasn’t long before both 
Hiegel and Trevor were giggling over 

the turtle’s adventures in the colorfully 
illustrated story.

Hiegel, the worship arts director at High 
Pointe Community Church on South Hill, 
signed up to volunteer at Pope Elemen-
tary with fellow members of his church 
congregation. When he heard that Waller 
Road Elementary was short tutors, he 
agreed to help there instead.

Hiegel’s two daughters both graduated 
from Emerald Ridge High School, with 
the most recent receiving her diploma 

Waller Road Elementary fi rst grader Jaimee Weber sounds out 
a word in a book while Good Samaritan Readers program tutor 
Laurel Farley looks on.

Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
continues to seek volunteers to participate 
in its Good Samaritan Readers reading 
mentoring program.  If interested in 
volunteering, contactProgram Coordinator 
Chris Stockslager at (253) 988-0051.

Chicago White Sox player Alex Rios argues 
a called strike with home plate umpire Quinn 
Wolcott, a 2005 Emerald Ridge High graduate. 

photo courtesy of José Osorio/Chicago Tribune
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class and tell about the story they would 
write about.

Bailey Flowers said she would write about 
when she went to Disneyland and met 
princesses at Ariel’s Restaurant, while 
Izabella Gilman described how she would 
write about giving nuts to the squirrels 
next to her house.

Spinning Elementary teacher Kristy 
Power said she and the other full-day 
kindergarten teachers are excited to track 
students’ writing progress.

“We can’t wait to see the growth our stu-
dents will make this year,” she said. “The 
extra school hours allow us more time 
for letter and number routines, as well as 
added opportunities for writing.”

Family partnerships

Part of the success of the full-day kinder-
garten program, Nolan said, is the partner-
ship teachers have with families.

Stewart and Spinning elementary schools, 
for example, learned about their program 
early enough to schedule “Family Con-
nection” meetings with their incoming 

Full-day kindergarten
continued from page 3

kindergartners and parents before school 
started in September. Firgrove scheduled 
these meetings after school began.

The brief family sessions, which are a 
condition of the state funding for full-day 
kindergarten, are an opportunity for teach-

ers to get acquainted with students and 
parents, as well as to answer any questions 
about kindergarten or school in general.

The 10 full-day kindergarten teachers in 
Puyallup also attended trainings as a con-
dition of the state funding. They learned 
how to administer a state evaluation tool 
to assess student progress in areas such as 
math, reading, and language.

Preparing for fi rst grade

Melissa Ryan, a fi rst-grade teacher at 
Firgrove Elementary, enrolled her twin 
boys in the school’s full-day kindergar-
ten program. She feels her sons, who 
were born nine weeks premature, will 
benefi t from the extra learning time in 
their fi rst year.

Ryan said the program not only helps stu-
dents to be successful in kindergarten, but 
also prepares them for the academic rigor 
of fi rst grade.

“This program is extremely important to 
bring them up to speed for fi rst grade,” 
she said. 

With one month into school, she said her 
sons seem to be adjusting well to the full 
day of kindergarten.

“When they get up in the morning, they 
say, ‘Do we get to go to school today?’”

Full-day kindergarten student 
Inarah Peterson concentrates 
on an assignment as she 
starts the morning at Firgrove 
Elementary.

Save the date for 
Waller Road 100th 
anniversary event
Waller Road Elementary School will 
celebrate its 100th anniversary from 3 
to 7 p.m. on Saturday, May 31.

The event begins at 3 p.m. with a 
schoolwide open house, followed at 4 
p.m. with a 100th anniversary program 
on the school playground. The school is 
located at 6312 Waller Road, Tacoma.

After the program, the celebration will 
move across the street to the Waller 
Road Grange, where there will be a bar-
becue, old-fashioned children’s games, 
and an opportunity for children to dress 
up and have their photos taken in turn-
of-the-century clothes.

School memorabilia will be displayed 
in the Waller Road Grange Hall, and 
throughout the afternoon a slideshow 
will feature photos dating to when the 
school opened.

Woodrow School, the original one-room 
schoolhouse that marked the beginning 
of Waller Road Elementary in 1913, 
will also be open during the event. 

Former students and community mem-
bers who have Waller Road Elementary 
memorabilia they would like to share 
for the celebration can contact Laurie 
Haakons, the school’s music teacher 
and a member of the 100th anniversary 
planning committee.

The following are recent leadership 
position changes announced for this 
2013-14 school year. 

Previously announced leadership posi-
tion changes are included in an article, 
including photos of each newly an-
nounced administrator, on the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Recent announcements include (in 
alphabetical order):

Ted Dezember, assistant principal 
at Woodland and Sunrise elementary 
schools; formerly house administrator at 
Hamilton International Middle School 
in Seattle.

Karey Johnson, principal at Emerald 
Ridge High School; formerly assis-
tant principal at Emerald Ridge High 
School.

Lisa Kusche, dean of students at 
Emerald Ridge High School; formerly 
on-time graduation specialist at Emer-
ald Ridge High School.

Brian Lowney, chief academic offi cer 
of Regional Learning Community #3; 
formerly principal of Emerald Ridge 
High School.

Rachel Matthiesen, director of payroll; 
formerly business information analyst.

Jeannine Medvedich, assistant prin-
cipal at Firgrove Elementary; formerly 
assistant principal at Edgerton Elemen-
tary.

Jim St. George, assistant principal at 
Glacier View Junior High; formerly a 
teacher at Rogers High and an adminis-
trative intern during the 2012-13 school 
year.

Leadership position 
changes announced 
this fall

New program seeks to re-engage dropouts
When Kaylee Waldherr slipped and fell 
on wet grass two years ago, she never 
dreamed her broken ankle would land her 
in a wheelchair for six months and cause 
her to drop out of school.

The further she fell behind in her studies, 
she said, the more overwhelmed she felt, 
even with offers of help from the high 
school staff.

Waldherr decided to leave Emerald Ridge 
High School in the middle of her elev-
enth-grade year and take care of her two 
younger brothers as an at-home nanny. 
Her plan, she said, was to eventually 
enroll in community college and earn a 
general education degree (GED).

While it sounded like a good plan, the 
19-year-old admits she was never fully 
satisfi ed.

“I knew a high school diploma would give 
me a better foundation for college and 
looking for jobs,” she said.

When Waldherr learned about a new pro-
gram this year in Puyallup that offers stu-
dent dropouts an opportunity to return to a 
specialized program to earn a diploma or 
GED, she knew she was a perfect match.

This fall, the teen is one 
of nearly two dozen stu-
dent dropouts who have 
re-enrolled in school 
in the newly launched 
“Puyallup Open Doors” 
program.

The students range in age from 16 to 20, 
dropped out in junior high or high school, 
and left for a variety of reasons including 
medical issues, substance abuse, preg-
nancy, fi nancial issues, homelessness, or 
a disengagement with learning, said Mary 
Jo Harvey, director of homeschool and 
continuing education.

“Our main purpose is to engage every stu-
dent and leave no one out,” Harvey said.

Puyallup Open Doors will become a self-
supporting program in the future through 
state funds outlined in 2010 legislation de-
signed to re-engage dropouts throughout 
Washington state, said Chrys Sweeting, 
assistant superintendent of instruction, 

learning, cur-
riculum, and 
assessment.

The program 
is housed in 
classrooms 
inside a 
building that 
the district 
has leased on 
South Hill 
Park Drive 
near the Best 
Western 
Hotel. 

Harvey said it 
was important 
to have the 
classes held 
near a city bus 
stop to make 
it easy for 
students who 
don’t drive. 
She has also 
worked hard to make the program friendly 
and welcoming, including having com-
fortable furniture and reading material in 
the lobby.

Sessions are scheduled mornings and 
afternoons to accommo-
date student work and 
home schedules. Each 
student has a personal-
ized education plan 
designed to make them 
successful.

The district mailed postcards this fall to 
1,300 students who had dropped out of 
school and who met the program’s crite-
ria of being between 16 and 20 years old 
as of September 1, 2013. The informa-
tion on the postcard explained Puyallup 
Open Doors and invited them to consider 
enrolling.

The program is also open to students 
outside the Puyallup School District who 
meet the same age requirement, Harvey 
said.

Waldherr, who lives within several miles 
of the leased facility, attends the program 
for approximately two hours twice a 
week. 

She signed up this fall for two classes — 
math and language arts — in her fi rst time 
back to school in over a year. 

“I’m only 15 credits shy of graduating,” 
she said. “I’m not that far behind.”

Waldherr completes her coursework 
online in a computer lab environment and 
is supported by a certifi ed teacher who 
can answer questions and help with her 
learning plan.

Each student enrolled in the program has 
his or her own personal identifi cation 
password and can also log in to work on 
online courses from home.

Waldherr said she likes that the classroom 
is quiet without a large number of students 
to distract her.
 
Her goal, she said, is to graduate with 
her high school diploma this June, attend 
college, and pursue a career in daycare or 
nursing, preferably as an Intensive Care 
Unit nurse.

For more information about Puyallup 
Open Doors, contact Director Mary Jo 
Harvey at (253) 841-8630 or visit the dis-
trict website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Kaylee Waldherr (right), who dropped out of high 
school last year, works on a math problem with Mary 
Jo Harvey, director of homeschool and continuing 
education. The 19-year-old has enrolled in the new 
“Puyallup Open Doors” program.

“I’m only 15 credits shy of 
graduating. I’m not that far 
behind.”
 Kaylee Waldherr
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State ushers in new ‘Smarter Balanced’ assessment

away with valuable information and 
resources to help their children become 
better readers.”

The need to read

Research consistently shows that the read-
ing skills a child acquires by the end of 
third grade are highly predictive of future 
academic performance, Mauk said.

A recent study by the American Edu-
cational Research Association found a 
student who can’t read on grade level 
by third grade is four times less likely to 
graduate by age 19 than a child who can 
read profi ciently by that time.

“It’s clear that children who read at grade 
level by the end of third grade will have 
greater academic success during their re-
maining school years and beyond,” Mauk 
said.

The 45 minutes of weekly personalized tu-
toring can make the difference, she added, 
between a child who dislikes reading 
and struggles through a book to one who 

chooses to read and does so with ease.

In addition to boosting students’ literacy 
skills, Pope Elementary Principal Dave 
Sunich said the program provides students 
with a caring and trusted mentor.

“It gives them one more reason to feel 
connected to school and shows them that 
the community cares about their success,” 
Sunich said.

Waller Road Elementary Principal Rick 
Cox added, “These students just want to 
know they are doing well, and this pro-
gram provides that.”

As the fi rst Good Samaritan Readers tutor-
ing session came to a close at Waller Road 
Elementary, fi rst grader Angela Campbell 
placed several sparkly stickers on her 
reading log before getting in line to head 
back to class.

Tutor Jessica Willemin, a 2006 Rogers 
High school graduate, called after Angela 
and said, “I’m so proud of you! You did 
very well today.”

last year.

“This is my way of giving back to the 
community and being able to help kids 
who need extra help,” he said.

Good Samaritan Readers

Good Samaritan Readers is funded in part 
with a grant from MultiCare Good Samari-
tan Hospital and managed by CISP in part-
nership with the Puyallup School District.

The school district and CISP staff have 
worked closely the past six months to align 
what is taught in the Good Samaritan Read-
ers program with classroom reading materi-
als that address state learning standards.

Students in the Good Samaritan Readers 
program are expected to bring their class-
room reading assignments and homework in 
a folder or binder to their weekly meetings 
with tutors. Tutors then review the materials 
with their students and help them as needed.

Both Pope and Waller Road elementary 
schools also plan to host literacy nights 
three times this year and invite parents of 
all fi rst-grade students at each school, in-
cluding those who have children in Good 
Samaritan Readers.

The literacy nights, including the fi rst 
one held at each school last month, are 
designed to help parents of all fi rst graders 
learn more about the district reading cur-
riculum, how students are tested on their 
reading progress, and how they can help 
their children learn to read at home.

Children are invited to the events and 
participate in activities organized by CISP 
student volunteers while parents meet 
with teachers.

“The parent turnout at the fi rst session 
was wonderful,” said Jan Mauk, execu-
tive director of Communities In Schools 
of Puyallup. “I believe everyone walked 

Waller Road Elementary fi rst grader Andres Peraza reads with help 
from Good Samaritan Readers program tutor Lindsey Nickels. The 
program expanded this fall to Waller Road and Pope elementary 
schools.

Reading mentoring 
program expands
continued from page 7

Marina Martinez (foreground) and Katie Matthews try out the new 
online Smarter Balanced assessment last spring as sixth graders 
at Ridgecrest Elementary School.

For most elementary and junior high 
school students, this spring will mark the 
fi rst time in four years that they will no 
longer take the Measurement of Student 
Progress (MSP) state test in math, reading, 
and writing.

The math and literacy sections of the MSP 
are being replaced by a new “Smarter 
Balanced” assessment. The online assess-
ment was tested last spring in 11 Puyal-
lup schools — the most from any school 
district statewide.

Students will try out the Smarter Balanced 
assessment as part of the state’s continued 
testing phase again this spring in every 
junior high and all but two (Firgrove and 
Spinning) elementary schools.

Fifth and eighth graders statewide will 
continue, however, to take the MSP in sci-
ence this spring.

Full implementation of the new Smarter 
Balanced test will occur throughout the 
Puyallup School District and Washington 
state in spring 2015. The test will be given 
to students in grades three through eight, 
and in grade 11.

The test is organized in two content areas 
– math, and English language arts/literacy 
(combines reading and writing).

The Smarter Balanced assessment is 
aligned to a set of national standards — 
or learning goals — in math and English 

language arts/literacy. These standards 
are called “Common Core” and defi ne 
the knowledge and skills students need 
to be prepared for college and career 
opportunities.

The online Smarter Balanced tests are 
taken on a computer and include multiple-
choice questions, as well as short and 
long responses and performance tasks that 
allow students to demonstrate real-world 
problem solving.

Practice tests for the new Smarter Bal-
anced assessment are available for parents 
and students to view on the Internet. A 
link to the practice tests is posted on the 
Puyallup School District website at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us.

More information about Smarter Balanced 
tests is available at www.smarterbalanced.org.

Common Core 

By the 2014-15 school year, the Com-
mon Core standards will be fully imple-
mented in kindergarten through grade 12 
in schools across Washington and many 
other states across the nation.

Common Core standards replace Washing-
ton’s current math, reading, and writing 
learning standards.

By having a common set of math, read-
ing, and writing learning goals across the 
country, educators say it will help prepare 

a child for a smoother transition between 
schools when a family moves from one 
state to another.

More information about Common Core 
standards is available at www.readywa.org.

New test brings new rigor

The new Smarter Balanced assessment 
is expected to be more rigorous than 
the MSP, said Glenn Malone, executive 
director of assessment, accountability, 

and student success. Families can expect, 
therefore, to see a drop in student test 
scores statewide beginning with the fi rst 
year of implementation in spring 2015, 
Malone said.

Because the Smarter Balanced assess-
ment is still in the testing phase this 
year, student scores from the spring 
2014 fi eld test will not be available to 
school districts or the students’ families, 
Malone said.

School supply 
drive draws record 
$37,446 of donations
More than 500 new backpacks, 1,700 
spiral notebooks, 1,000 boxes of 
crayons, and nearly 6,000 pencils are 
among more than $37,000 worth of 
school supplies donated this year by 
area businesses, service organizations, 
and individuals.

The amount received is an all-time high 
for Communities In Schools of Puyal-
lup (CISP), which has partnered with 
the Puyallup School District the past 
eight years to coordinate the drive for 
local students in need.

Jan Mauk, executive director of CISP, 
shared the results of this year’s record-
high supply drive with the Puyallup 
School Board in October.

Mauk gave examples of the donations 
that have provided students with basic 
supplies to achieve in school this year. 

She also introduced representatives 
from some of the many area businesses 
and organizations that supported this 
year’s drive. She added that 18 com-
munity volunteers helped sort and 
inventory more than 23,000 school 
supplies.

“Some students come to school lacking 
the tools they need to be successful in 
school,” Mauk told the school board. 
“This is just an incredible outpouring 
of generosity from our community, 
and we are very thankful for all of the 
donations.”

In a related effort to help students in 
need, Mauk said Fred Meyer store in 
downtown Puyallup contributed 1,174 
“Bags of Love” fi lled with $5 worth of 
kid-friendly food purchased by custom-
ers. The bags are given to students on 
Fridays this year to assure they have 
food over the weekend.
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To improve the safety of students who walk or ride bikes to school, parents are encour-
aged to review the following fall and winter safety tips with their children.

Be seen

• Wear bright-colored clothes, and if it is dark or hard to see, carry a fl ashlight and 
wear refl ective gear on items such as backpacks and shoes. Bicyclists who ride in 
the dark are required by law to have their bikes equipped with a white headlight 
and a red rear refl ector or taillight.

• Walk or bike on the appropriate side of the road. If there is no sidewalk, walk on 
the side of the road facing traffi c. Bicyclists should ride on the right side of the 
road, moving in the same direction as motor vehicles.

Dress appropriately

• Layering is warmth. Wear many layers of loose clothing, as this ensures that there 
are pockets of air between the clothing layers that insulate the body from the cold. 
Close gaps, such as neck and wrist openings that are potential sites for heat loss. 
Wearing a scarf around the neck and long gloves or mittens can help.

• Ice and occasional snow in the Northwest can make it diffi cult to walk, so a good 
pair of boots or other shoes with traction is essential.

Make sure bicycles and bicycle equipment are in working order

• Before riding a bike to school, check to see that the tires are infl ated properly, the 
drive train is clean and lubricated, and the brakes work.

• Keep both hands ready to brake. Allow extra distance for stopping in the rain, since 
brakes are less effi cient when wet.

• Wear a properly-fi tted bicycle helmet. Head injuries cause 75 percent of bicyclist 
deaths.

Sources: National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, National Center 
for Safe Routes to School, Washington State Department of Transportation, and Mayo 
Clinic.

Maplewood Elementary students head home from school this fall. 
Remember to review fall and winter safety tips with children. 

Fall and winter safety tips for walking, riding bikes to school  

High schools are celebrating the success 
this fall of 67 Puyallup School District 
students named Elizabeth Wesley Youth 
Merit Incentive Award recipients.

“These student scholars exemplify hard 
work, dedication, and a commitment to 
their community,” said the school dis-
trict’s Chief Equity and Achievement 
Offi cer Gerald Denman.

The Puyallup students make up a third of 
the 201 student scholars throughout Pierce 
County recognized for the honor by the 
Tacoma Urban League.

Each of the merit winners received certifi -
cates, standing ovations, and congratulations 
from staff and school leadership during 
recognition events last month at Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high schools.

The students also received recognition 
during the annual Elizabeth Wesley Youth 
Merit Incentive Award Program ceremony 
held in September at Clover Park Techni-
cal College in Lakewood.

The Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit 

Incentive Award Program recognizes 
and honors African-American youth in 
grades nine through 11 for academic 
excellence, community involvement, 
and good citizenship.

The awards program is named for Eliza-
beth Wesley, a civic leader active in the 
founding of the Tacoma Urban League. 

The league awards each of the student 
winners $350, and the Puyallup School 
District winners have their photos dis-
played each year at the South Hill Mall.

The number of Puyallup scholars recog-
nized by the program has grown from 14 
in 2006 to 67 students this year.

Principals, assistant principals, and other 
school district administrators support the 
program each year during a silent and des-
sert auction at an annual summer leader-
ship conference.

This year, leadership raised more than 
$13,500 to support the annual Elizabeth 
Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award 
program.

Elizabeth Wesley merit winners recognized for achievement

lup, and Rogers high schools are listed 
by school on the Puyallup School District 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The names of this year’s 67 Elizabeth 
Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award 
recipients from Emerald Ridge, Puyal-

Emerald Ridge High counselor Mariano Leon-Guerrero congratu-
lates sophomore Evanni Roberson for being selected as one of 67 
Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award winners this year. 

The start of school is an exciting time for 
students and staff, but all the more so for 
those at Ridgecrest Elementary when they 
learned on the second morning of school 
that Gov. Jay Inslee would be arriving in 
several hours for a visit.

Inslee came to Ridgecrest Elementary on 
September 5 to see one student in particu-
lar: kindergartner Kiera Robison.

The governor had seen a photo in that 
morning’s edition of The News Tribune 
newspaper showing Robison crying the 
day before as she stood in line waiting for 
her fi rst day of school to begin.

After seeing the photo, the governor asked 
his offi ce staff to contact the Puyallup 
School District and request a visit with her 
at Ridgecrest Elementary. 

The kindergartner, a student in Kim 

Gov. Jay Inslee makes special visit 
to Ridgecrest Elementary School 

Amsden’s class, was all smiles on her 
second day of school as she shook the 
governor’s hand and listened to him 
praise her for being a good student. 

Inslee knelt down next to the girl and 
presented her with a shiny red apple pin 
for braving the fi rst day of school.

The word “Washington” is inscribed 
across the middle of the red apple that 
the governor pinned onto the kinder-
gartner.

The governor also greeted other students 
and staff, including a visit to Carolyn 
Anderson’s sixth-grade class and a dis-
cussion about fourth-grade teacher Louis 
Tibbs’ bulletin board. 

Read more on the school district website 
about the governor’s visit with Ridgecrest 
Elementary students and staff.

Gov. Jay Inslee made a brief visit to Ridgecrest Elementary on the 
second day of school in September to meet kindergartner Kiera 
Robison and present her with a shiny red apple pin. The governor 
also visited with other students and staff. More photos of the 
governor’s visit are on the district website.
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Graduate profi le
continued from page 7

Wolcott said.

While the general public sees images of the strike zone 
broadcast on television during a game, umpires receive 
a more precise, three-dimensional laser-guided video to 
review after each game. They also receive the percentage 
of accurate calls.

Wolcott said he averages a 97 percent accuracy rate at 
home plate.

Growing up in Puyallup

Wolcott learned to umpire at age 12 when he was hired to 
offi ciate Babe Ruth machine-pitch games.

At age 16, Wolcott joined the Puyallup Valley Umpires 
Association. The organization assigns umpires for area 
baseball games.

Growing up in Puyallup, he attended Sunrise Elementary 
and Ferrucci Junior High before moving on to Emerald 
Ridge High.

When he wasn’t playing baseball at Emerald Ridge High, 
Wolcott umpired high school games in the area, often tak-
ing the fi eld with players his own age or older. The teen 
also offi ciated local high school football games.

When asked about teachers who were infl uential in his 
schooling and career, Wolcott quickly named Ferrucci 
Junior High Band Director Bob Rink.

“He was very disciplined, but fair,” Wolcott said. “He 
was very much a perfectionist and demanded the best out 
of the class, but he could also sit there and have a casual 

Professional baseball umpire Quinn 
Wolcott, a 2005 Emerald Ridge High School 
graduate.
conversation with you. I think those things benefi tted me 
in my umpiring.”

Wolcott played euphonium in band and proved himself 
strong enough as a seventh grader, Rink said, to be placed 
in the Concert Band made up of eighth and ninth graders.

He also won a regional solo contest on euphonium and 
competed at the state solo contest — a rare feat for a 
ninth grader, Rink said.

“Quinn was always competing at a level far above his age,” 
Rink said. “He modeled humility as an individual band 
member, yet valued the contribution of the entire team.”

Moving up the umpiring ranks

After graduation, Wolcott enrolled in Pierce College but 
ultimately decided to go to umpire school.

The fi ve-week program near Orlando has been likened 
to a boot camp of sorts where students learn how to stay 
calm during confrontations, how to de-escalate stressful 
situations, where to stand on the fi eld, and the basics of 
making calls and umpiring a game.

Wolcott’s eagle eye, calm demeanor, athleticism, knowl-
edge of the game, and confi dence on the fi eld all contrib-
uted to his fi nishing as an honor graduate in the top 25 of 
129 students enrolled.

He quickly accelerated up the umpiring ranks, fi rst being 
called to umpire Rookie Ball, and then moving on to 
Short A, Low A, High A, Double-A, and fi nally Triple-A 
baseball. He was also called on to umpire major league 
spring training and, in 2012, the Arizona Fall League 
championship game.

Wolcott also spent about four months umpiring winter 
baseball in the Dominican Republic.

“All along I have always realized what a long-shot it is to 
get into the big leagues,” he said. “But when I kept doing 
well, I decided to commit to this as a career.”

Once he reached Triple-A ball, Wolcott enjoyed the 
benefi ts of being fl own to his assigned games. This was a 
big change, he said, from driving sometimes hundreds of 
miles to a different city every four days.

One of the highlights of his fi rst year in Triple-A, he said, 
was umpiring a sold-out Tacoma Rainiers game during 
opening night at the newly renovated Cheney Stadium.

His favorite stadiums nationwide include Busch Stadium 
in St. Louis, where there is a view from center fi eld of the 
city’s 630-foot Gateway Arch, and historic Wrigley Field 
in Chicago.

“At Wrigley Field it feels like it’s 1935 when you walk 
onto the fi eld,” he said.

It is moments like that which remind him of his love for 
the game of baseball, his respect for the legacy of base-
ball greats that walked the same fi elds, and the reason 
why the sport is a great American pastime.

“I have the greatest job in the world,” he said.

Katherine Holmes homeschools her children in 
Lakewood but drives her daughters to Puyallup two 
afternoons each week so they can attend a new school 
district program designed to enrich and support their 
learning at home.

The “Puyallup Parent Partnership Program” began 
enrolling homeschool students this fall in core and 
elective classes taught by certifi ed instructors.

“We want to partner with our homeschool parents 
and provide classes that supplement their role as the 
primary educators,” said Mary Jo Harvey, director of 
homeschool and continuing education.

Harvey joined the Puyallup School District this year 
after coordinating a similar parent partnership program 
for seven years in the Meridian School District in 
Whatcom County.

Students may enroll in one or two classes a week, and 
each family works directly with a certifi ed teacher to 
write and implement a student learning plan. Once a 
month, the teacher evaluates each student’s progress.

The program is operated by the Puyallup School 
District and open to homeschool families inside and 
outside of the district attendance boundaries. 

Students attend classes in a district-leased building on 
South Hill Park Drive near the Best Western Hotel on 
South Hill. The program will become self-supporting 
in the future through funds received from the state, said 
Chrys Sweeting, assistant superintendent of instruction, 
learning, curriculum, and assessment.

Holmes’ daughters, 6-year-old Lydia and 10-year-old 
Joeli, are enrolled in two classes this fall.

On one day they participate in “The Arts and Sci-
ence” class, which combines production arts, perfor-
mance arts, and science. Students create hands-on 
projects, learn about music and dance, and do sci-
ence experiments.

Last month the girls learned how to cut and tie fl eece 

District offers enrichment classes for homeschool students

Photos: Lydia Holmes (left), a 6-year-old homeschool student in the district’s new Puyallup 
Parent Partnership Program, sets cubes on each end of a wooden plane as part of a 
hands-on science lesson about balance presented by teacher Vickie Rhee. Her sister, 
Joeli (right), measures and cuts a fl eece blanket as part of the same class offering, which 
integrates science and the arts.

blankets, which they were excited to take home the 
same day.

“I appreciate having my daughters be able to do fun, 
hands-on activities that integrate science and the arts,” 
Holmes said. “Those are areas that I wish I scheduled 
in our school week more, so it is nice to have all of the 
materials and instruction offered here.”

Holmes said she also looks forward to talking with a 
mentor teacher to problem-solve or discuss topics such as 
current learning expectations at different grade levels.

Lydia and Joeli are also enrolled in “Math and Writ-
er’s Workshop.” The class focuses on math concepts 
through games and manipulatives, as well as lessons 
on literacy through reading, writing, revising, and 

publishing of student work.

The Puyallup Parent Partnership Program also offers 
homeschoolers classes such as “Current Events,” which 
studies world, national, and local events with a focus on 
student awareness and involvement, as well as “Story of 
the World,” a story-like study of history with readings, 
hands-on projects, and writing responses.

Families with children enrolled in the classes receive up 
to $400 to purchase district-approved educational materi-
als such as books, computer software, educational games 
and toys, or math manipulatives. 

For more information about the Puyallup Parent Partner-
ship Program, contact Harvey at (253) 841-8630 or visit 
the district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

“It’s hard to describe how big it is to be 
there for the fi rst time on a major league 
fi eld.”
 Quinn Wolcott
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‘Pathway to Promise’ expands post-high school options 

Savannah Jarrett, an eleventh grader at Puyallup High School, 
cuts a purple ribbon marking the dedication of a new art mural 
she designed for the school library. With her are (from left) Brian 
Lowney, chief academic offi cer for Regional Learning Community 
#3; Principal Jason Smith; Superintendent Tim Yeomans; and art 
teacher Dorrie Coleman, who assisted with the project.

The Puyallup School District and the 
University of Washington Tacoma have 
agreed to a new “Pathway to Promise” 
partnership that will expand post-second-
ary educational opportunities.

The partnership will enable Puyallup 
School District graduates to be considered 
for automatic acceptance as freshmen at the 
UW Tacoma campus if they meet agreed-
upon admission requirements. 

Pathway to Promise is the fi rst program 
of its kind in Washington state and the 
second in the nation that formalizes a part-
nership between a 
four-year institu-
tion and a public 
school district, said 
Cedric Howard, 
vice chancellor for 
student and enroll-
ment services at 
UW Tacoma.

Howard attended 
the October 7 
Puyallup School 
Board meeting to 
formalize the part-
nership with the school district. He also 
introduced Curtis Black, the UW Tacoma 
admissions advisor and recruiter who is 
assigned as the UW Tacoma representa-
tive to the Puyallup School District.

“This is a great day in Puyallup and a 
great day for UW Tacoma in a mighty 
way,” Howard said.

The Pathway to Promise partnership 
includes active participation from the Uni-

versity of Washington Tacoma, the Puyal-
lup School District Board of Directors, 
school district leadership including high 
school and junior high school principals, 
students, parents, and the community.

To be considered for automatic admission 
to UW Tacoma, students need to meet the 
following four criteria:
• 2.7 or higher grade point average
• SAT scores of 480 or higher in each 

section and ACT score of 21 or higher
• Basic graduation requirements
• Well-written admission letter

“To have a for-
mal partnership 
with University 
of Washington 
Tacoma that will 
allow qualifying 
Puyallup School 
District graduates 
an opportunity to 
directly matricu-
late from high 
school to a four-
year university is 

truly outstanding,” said Superintendent 
Tim Yeomans.

Through the partnership, students are ex-
pected to have a more seamless transition 
to a four-year university with the overall 
objective of increasing the number of high 
school graduates from Puyallup who earn 
a college degree.

“To fulfi ll our mission as an urban-serving 
university, UW Tacoma is partnering with 
Puyallup School District to help them 

develop a college-going 
culture and encourage 
students to attend college,” 
Howard said. “This pro-
gram is not about encour-
aging students to attend 
UW Tacoma. It’s about 
ensuring they are prepared 
to take advantage of post-
high school educational 
opportunities to pursue 
their dreams after high 
school graduation.”

Gerald Denman, the school 
district’s chief equity 
and achievement offi cer, 
added, “My hope is that 
the partnership with UW 
Tacoma will create more 
access to college for our 
changing demographic 
population. We don’t want 
to just get them to a high 
school diploma. We want a 
bridge to get them to post-
secondary opportunities.”

The new partnership with 
UW Tacoma is yet an-
other effort in the Puyallup 
School District to promote post-secondary 
opportunities.

In the past and again this year, Puyallup 
has welcomed partnerships with other col-
leges and post-secondary institutions.

Last month, for example, Emerald Ridge 
High School invited representatives from 
several different state colleges on campus to 
help seniors with online college applica-

Reminders of the rich history and tradi-
tion in the Puyallup Valley, including the 
Meeker Mansion, fairgrounds, family-
owned farms, and Puyallup High School, 
are highlighted in a new student-designed 
wall mural in the school library.

Puyallup High eleventh grader Savannah 
Jarrett worked with her art teacher, Dorrie 
Coleman, to paint the 7-foot by 16-foot 
acrylic mural on a wall just inside the 
library entrance.

Nearly 30 people, including Superinten-
dent Tim Yeomans, Puyallup High educa-
tors, and her family and friends attended 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony this fall to 
dedicate the colorful new artwork.

The main Puyallup High classroom 
building is prominent in the center of the 
mural, and large bold purple and gold let-
ters spell out ”Puyallup High” above the 
school.

Surrounding the high school building are 
images of the front of the historic Meeker 
Mansion; the Puyallup Library and clock 
tower; Picha Farms barn and fi elds; and 
the Extreme Scream and Ferris wheel 
rides at the Washington State Fair.

The images are set against a backdrop 
of clouds, sun rays, and trees, as well as 
a single yellow daffodil in the bottom 
corner where Jarrett and Coleman signed 
their names.

“I wanted it to look like a postcard of our 
area and capture what Puyallup has to 
offer,” Jarrett said. “I also wanted to paint 
something bright and happy.”

Jarrett began the project with Coleman 
last spring after school Principal Jason 
Smith approached the art department and 
said he thought a mural would be a wel-
come addition in the library.

The student, who is taking advanced 

High school mural depicts Puyallup history

drawing and painting classes this year, 
fi rst traced her design on paper. She then 
submitted the drawing to the principal 
and, once approved, used a projector to 
cast the images onto the wall in an en-
larged format.

She and Coleman used acrylic paint to fi ll 
in the designs, then added a clear coat fi n-
ish to protect the art from marks or fading.
Jarrett estimates the project took 42 hours 
from start to fi nish. All the work was done 
before school let out in June.

Superintendent Yeomans praised Jarrett 
for her hard work and talent.

“Thank you for the gift you have given 
to all of us,” Yeomans said at the ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

The eleventh grader has been taking art 
classes since she was in ninth grade at 
Aylen Junior High. She has entered her 
work in several local art contests and won 
competitions sponsored by organizations 
such as the Washington State Fair and 
Puyallup PTA Refl ections. Her career 
plans include majoring in art or creative 
writing in college and becoming an ani-
mator or illustrator.

Librarian Beth Watts, whose offi ce faces 
the mural, said she couldn’t be happier 
with how the mural looks and the pride it 
represents for Puyallup High School.

“Puyallup High is at the heart of our val-
ley and has been at the heart of the valley 
for many years,” she said. “The nostalgic 
feel to the mural just fi ts.”

Parents and students throughout the 
district are invited to attend a com-
munity night designed to help students 
be successful in creating projects for 
the district’s new Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) Show-
case, formerly known as the district 
Science Fair.

The free information night will be held 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 7 in the Rogers High School Com-
mons, 12801 86th Ave. E., Puyallup.

The name of this year’s event has 
changed to represent a stronger focus 
on engineering and technology while 
continuing to welcome science projects 
from all grade levels, said Christine 
Moloney, director of instructional 
leadership.

Pope Elementary QUEST teacher 
Stephanie Haegele is coordinating 
this year’s STEM Showcase, which 
will take place during the Washington 
State Fair Spring Fair, April 10-13, in 
Puyallup.  

STEM Showcase 
information night is 
January 7

District offi ces closed  
during winter break
Puyallup School District administra-
tive offi ces and support buildings 
will be closed along with district 
schools for the winter holidays from 
Monday, December 23 through Friday, 
January 3.

School resumes on Monday, January 
6. Administrative offi ces and support 
buildings will also reopen that 
morning.

tions. This month, students in the school’s 
Advancement Via Individual Determina-
tion (AVID) program will listen to area 
business people share about their careers 
and how best to prepare to be successful 
in those fi elds.

The district prepares students for life be-
yond high school through programs such 
as AVID, No Excuses University, College 
Bound Scholarship, and annual post-high 
school planning nights.

Rogers High 2013 graduate Tatjana Hardy 
(above) receives her diploma. (Left): Pope 
Elementary fourth grader Braydon Roesch 
plans to go to college to become a dentist.
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