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Teaching museum reopens with focus on culture and the arts

continued on page 4

I N S I D E

Workers install another section of all-weather synthetic artifi cial 
turf as part of the newly renovated Rogers High track and fi eld, 
which opens this month.

Firgrove Elementary students (from left) Kellie Lumbert, Lendell 
Curtis, Marcos Ragains, Luis Hernandez, and Citlali Duran show 
off an art project made last spring during a third-grade study of 
coastal and plateau Native American tribes in Washington state.

Newly renovated track and fi eld set to open at Rogers High

continued on page 2

After a year of extensive curriculum 
planning and restoration work, the 
Karshner Museum will reopen this fall 
as the Karshner Museum and Center for 
Culture & Arts.

The newly restored teaching museum 
will open to the public September 3 and 
remain open this fall from 1 to 4 p.m. 
each day that school is in session.

A grand reopening ceremony is planned 
from 1 to 2 p.m. on Friday, October 10. 
The facility is located at 309 Fourth St. 
N.E. in Puyallup, adjacent to Stewart 
Elementary School.

The one-hour ceremony will feature 
guest speakers and musical perfor-
mances; however, students will continue 
to perform until 4 p.m.

Diane Nason Karshner, one of several 
remaining ties to the museum’s name-
sake Dr. Warner Karshner, said she looks 
forward to attending the grand reopening.
The Gig Harbor resident is the wife of 
the late Dr. Warner Karshner, who was a 
great-nephew of the museum’s founder 
and shared his same name.

“Our family is excited for the students, 
the teachers, and the community at 
large,” said Nason Karshner, who retired 
last year after 38 years as a school coun-
selor. “The facility provides a unique op-

portunity to showcase culture and the arts 
combined with the original intention of 
Dr. and Mrs. Karshner to have a vibrant, 
hands-on learning environment.”

The building houses one of the few school 
district-operated teaching museums in the 

United States.

When the teaching museum reopens on 
September 3, guests will be invited to take 
self-guided tours of a traveling “Legacy 
Washington” history exhibit titled “Mov-
ing Forward, Looking Back: Washington’s 

First Women in Government,” that will be 
on display through mid-October.

The exhibit is one of three that will be 
loaned to the facility this year as a result 
of a new partnership between the Karsh-
ner Museum and Center for Culture & 
Arts and the Secretary of State’s Offi ce.

An expanded purpose

The Karshner Museum and Center for 
Culture & Arts will be a cultural hub for 
third-grade school fi eld trips that begin in 
February, as well as for staff trainings and 
workshops.

The fi eld trip will align with the third-
grade social studies curriculum, which in-
cludes a unit on Native American culture.

Educators have spent the past year plan-
ning the Native American unit, which is 
also aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards and English Language Profi -
ciency standards.

Lesson plans focus on Washington’s 
coastal and plateau Native American 
tribes, said Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, and arts 
education.

The curriculum also meets the require-

The newly renovated Rogers High track 
and fi eld is set to open this month in time 
for the start of high school football, cross-
country, and girls soccer practice.

Construction began shortly before school 
let out in June when the fi rst shovels of 
dirt were turned during a ceremonial 
groundbreaking attended by students, 
coaches, school leadership, and district 
representatives.

“We have been waiting a long time for 
this,” said Rogers High Associated Stu-
dent Body President Logan Krehbiel. “It’s 
going to be an excellent addition to the 
school … It’s a great day to be a Rogers 
Ram.”

Puyallup School Board Director Dane 
Looker added, “The new Rogers High 
fi eld will give students and the commu-
nity a state-of-the-art complex to play on. 
I think it’s going to be beautiful, I think 
it’s going to enhance the Rogers campus, 
and I think it’s going to be utilized in 
many different ways. This is a win-win all 

across the district.”

The project, which is expected to be fully 
completed by next month, includes an 
all-weather synthetic artifi cial turf fi eld, 
as well as a digital scoreboard, public 
address sound system, ticket booth, small 
press box, and fi eld lighting.

One of the most noticeable improvements 
is the artifi cial turf fi eld, which replaces a 
grass fi eld that had divots and was prone 
to puddles and other standing water prob-
lems during rainy weather.

The renovated fi eld has a subsurface 
drainage system that supports having it 
used year-round. It also features a large 
two-toned blue “R,” representing Rogers 
High and the school colors. The letter is 
inlaid with fi eld turf fabric in the center of 
the fi eld.

Other improvements include long-jump 
and triple-jump runways, a shot put throw-



Welcome to the start of a new school year 

In the Puyallup School District we have 
a very clear focus on the improvement of 
instruction, student growth, and achieve-
ment. We work diligently to make sure 
that our students not only progress toward 
graduation from our high schools, but are 
prepared to take advantage of post-sec-
ondary opportunities that are so necessary 
to have successful careers.

Among the most positive aspects of our 
schools are the many opportunities that 
our students have at all levels to connect 
positively with their peers and to serve 
their community. 

Just before school let out in June, I had 
the privilege of seeing nearly 200 Puyal-
lup School District students honored for 
community service by the United Way of 
Pierce County (see related article on page 
9). In each of our schools there are oppor-
tunities to participate in service projects 
that not only benefi t local, statewide, and 
worldwide programs and organizations, 
but instill in students the value of giv-
ing back to the community that supports 
them. Many of these same students par-

Tim Yeomans
Superintendent

ticipated in more than 80 service projects 
and raised tens of thousands of dollars 
as part of the annual March Gladness 
campaign sponsored by Communities In 
Schools of Puyallup. 

During March Gladness, students and 
staff also donated more than 5,000 hours 
to benefi cial causes. Most importantly, 
the annual program provides students a 
meaningful opportunity to come together 
and belong to something larger than 
themselves.

In all of our schools, opportunities to par-
ticipate in art, music, drama, sports, clubs, 

and other activities provide important 
venues for students to work together in 
pursuit of common goals. There is a great 
value in learning to work with others, to 
respect strengths and differences, and to 
extend the opportunity to others to be in-
cluded. In observing our teams, perform-
ing groups, productions, and student-led 
projects, I am so impressed with the learn-
ing that is taking place in our co-curricular 
activities.

As we move forward in our efforts to im-
prove the education we provide and further 
bolster students’ preparation for post-
secondary opportunities, I hope our com-
munity is aware of the signifi cant learning 
and value that exists through the numerous 
opportunities our students have to connect 
and participate in Puyallup schools.

With the start of the 2014-15 school year, 
I encourage each member of our com-
munity take time to interact with at least 
one of our students as he or she performs 
service or participates in one of the many 
co-curricular school activity options avail-
able for them to connect in a positive way.

We hope that everyone had a relaxing 
and enjoyable summer. As your family 
prepares to embark upon a new school 
year, we would like to extend a heartfelt 
welcome back.

The beginning of the school year marks 
another milestone for all families, includ-
ing ours. Our third of four children, Anna, 
will be experiencing her last fi rst day of 
high school. In our house the fi rst day 
means we have completed photos on the 
front porch and multiple runs to the store 
for school supplies and possibly some 
new shoes. As a member of the 2015 
senior class for Puyallup High School, 
our daughter will have a year fi lled with 

new challenges, fun, highlights, and great 
memories only to be trumped by gradua-
tion day in June. 
 
I can’t help but think back on our daugh-
ter’s previous 12 years of fi rst days of 
school and the exceptional educational 
journey she has been on. My refl ections 
rebound to all of the people who have 
reached into our daughter’s life over the 
years. I remember the teachers and admin-
istrators who have guided, corrected, and 
encouraged her to build a vibrant story of 
success — a story that will be uniquely 
created and played out in the lives of 
20,000 other students in our district. These 
are stories that are renewed and reignited 
on the fi rst day of school.

As we enter into the 2014-15 school 
year, “responsiveness” and “choice” will 
continue to be hallmarks of the Puyal-
lup School District’s tradition of excel-
lence. This year we are extremely excited 
about full-day kindergarten for ALL 
kindergarten-aged students. Sixty-seven 

classrooms will provide a rich, multi-
faceted educational experience for our 
youngest of learners. However, invest-
ing in our students’ success doesn’t stop 
with kindergarten. Across our district we 
continue to explore new opportunities for 
academic rigor in programs at all grade 
levels. Expanding academic options for 
highly capable students, opening doors for 
returning dropouts, and enhancing the life 
skills of our students with special needs 
are just a few offerings that will unfold as 
this year’s stories of achievement.

So whether this year marks your fam-
ily’s very fi rst fi rst day or the last in the 
high school career, to all of our parents, 
students, staff, and community members, 
welcome back!  As a true community 
partnership, we all have an important role 
to play in the success of our students. 
As a member of the school board, I look 
forward to working closely with you 
throughout the school year to ensure that 
this is an exciting, fulfi lling, and reward-
ing year for all of our students.

Superintendent’s Message

Board Member’s Message
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Opportunities are great for students to connect 

Chris Ihrig
President
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Chris Ihrig
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. 
Questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination may be directed to 
Amie Brandmire, executive director of 
human resources, employee relations, 
and school support (253) 841-8764; 
chief equity and achievement offi cer 
(253) 840-8966; Title IX coordinator 
(253) 841-8785; or Section 504 
coordinator (253) 841-8700.

ing pad and landing areas, the installation 
of fencing and walkways, and the resur-
facing and restriping of the track.

While the plan was to double the size of 
the existing bleacher seating by adding 
more seats on the north side of the fi eld, the 
district was unable to do so due to Pierce 
County Public Works permit requirements.

The additional visitor seating would have 
required more than $1 million in road 
improvements, said Chief Operations Of-
fi cer Rudy Fyles.

Except for the fewer number of visitor 
bleachers, the Rogers High project is 
identical to the fi eld and track renova-
tion completed in 2011 at Emerald Ridge 
High School.

The track and fi eld will be used by Rogers 
High School students for P.E. classes, as 
well as for junior varsity and varsity girls 

soccer practices and games, junior varsity 
football games, varsity football practices, 
cross country, and track. 

Varsity football games will continue to 
be held at Sparks Stadium.

The school board agreed to renovate the 
track and fi eld to provide students and 
the community with quality practice and 
game surfaces while freeing up time at 
Sparks Stadium for other athletic uses, 
such as Puyallup High girls soccer.

The $3 million of improvements are 
being paid for with state matching funds 
and interest income collected through the 
voter-approved 2004 school bond. State 
law requires that matching funds be used 
for capital (construction-related) projects.

When not in use by district schools, the 
track and fi eld will be open to the com-
munity. Additional lighting will extend 
the time the fi eld is available for use. 

The fi eld will have markings suitable for 
football, soccer, and lacrosse, said Rick 
Wells, director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness.

Rogers High School 
track and fi eld set to 
open this month
continued from page 1

A construction worker refi nes 
part of a subsurface drainage 
system under the newly 
renovated Rogers High fi eld.
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Summer improvements focus on student learning and safety

School registration and class assignments
Registration begins Thursday, August 21 
at elementary schools across the district 
for kindergartners and all other elemen-
tary students new to the Puyallup School 
District.

Registration hours vary by school. Contact 
local elementary schools to determine 
registration times.

To register students for kindergarten and 
fi rst grade, parents should bring a copy of 
the child’s immunization record, a birth 
certifi cate, and proof of address such as a 
lease agreement or utility bill.

To register students in grades two through 
six, parents should bring the child’s im-
munization record, a last report card, and 
proof of address such as a lease agreement 
or utility bill.

Specifi cs about required immunizations 
are on the Puyallup School District web-
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

For more information about elementary 
registration, call (253) 435-6726.

Classroom assignments for new and 
returning elementary students

Elementary students who attended district 
schools in the 2013-14 school year or who 
registered early in the summer as students 
new to the district will be notifi ed of 
their classroom teacher and room number 
through postcards mailed on August 26.

Parents are advised to contact the school 
if they have not received the postcard by 
August 30.

All newly enrolled elementary students 

who register on or after August 21 will 
receive their classroom assignment infor-
mation, including their teacher and room 
number, at the time of registration.

New junior high and
high school students

Parents may register junior high and high 
school students new to the district by 
calling the junior high or high school in 
their attendance area for specifi c registra-
tion information and to make an appoint-
ment to meet with a counselor beginning 
August 20.

The following documents are required 
when registering junior high and high 

school students:
•  Immunization record
•  Transcript or last report card
•  Withdrawal information from the  

previous school
•  Proof of address such as a utility bill or 

a lease agreement
•  Individualized Education Plan (IEP) if 

the student receives special services 

For more information about junior high 
school registration, call (253) 840-8971. 

For more information about high school 
registration, call the high school in the 
student’s attendance area.

Orion Kirby, fi rst grader in Amber Froli’s class last year at Mt. View 
Elementary School, works on a writing assignment during the last 
week of the 2013-14 school year.

Not long after students left school in June 
for summer break, construction workers 
arrived on campuses districtwide to begin 
making facility and technology improve-
ments that support student learning and 
enhance school safety.

This summer was particularly busy for 
schools following the successful passage 
last February of two school district levy 
measures.

The levies support projects such as im-
proving aging school buildings, updating 
classroom technology, enhancing school 
safety and security, and making program 
changes such as the expansion of full-day 
kindergarten this fall to all elementary 
schools districtwide.

Instructional and building
improvements

Full-day kindergarten

Classrooms have been modifi ed in some 

schools and portable classroom buildings 
added to others in support of the school 
board’s decision last spring to expand full-
day kindergarten to all elementary schools 
this fall. 

Some portable classrooms have also been 
added at school sites to accommodate 
enrollment growth.

The full-day kindergarten program, which 
provides enriched and expanded learning 
opportunities, was offered last year at Fir-
grove, Spinning, and Stewart elementary 
schools.

This fall, it replaces half-day programs at 
the district’s other 18 elementary schools.

At several buildings, including Sunrise 
and Woodland elementary schools, classes 
and programs have been moved to differ-
ent areas of the school to make room for 
full-day kindergarten programs.

Construction work over the summer in-
cluded moving desks 
and chairs, as well 
as installing age-
appropriate furniture 
in new kindergarten 
classrooms. Late last 
month, for example, 
workers unpacked 
and installed wooden 
kindergarten “cub-
bies” at Sunrise 
Elementary to hold 
young students’ jack-
ets and backpacks.

Newly purchased 
portable classrooms 
that have been 
located on some 
elementary school 
campuses will most 
often be used to 
serve students in the 

school’s upper grades 
and in specialty pro-
grams, said Director of 
Capital Projects Gary 
Frentress.

Instructional 
technology

About $2.5 million 
is being invested this 
summer in instructional 
technology improve-
ments.

One of the most notice-
able changes is at the 
elementary level, where 
every classroom across 
the district that didn’t 
have interactive white 
board technology when 
school let out in June 
will have it installed by 
the time students return 
in September.

Interactive white boards 
have been a proven 
instructional tool to 
enhance student learn-
ing in this district, said 
Randy Averill, executive director of tech-
nology services.

Classrooms that already had interac-
tive white boards (SmartBoards) but had 
projectors on rolling carts will regain fl oor 
space with secure, wall-mounted projec-
tors. Nearly 200 of these projectors were 
installed over summer.

Teaching spaces that didn’t have the 
interactive technology (nearly 200 of 
them) have had wall-mounted interac-
tive projectors, which operate with basic 
white boards, installed and ready for 
teaching and learning on the fi rst day of 
school.

In some cases, white boards have been 
moved or replaced with newer versions 
to accommodate the latest technology, 
Averill said.

Later this school year, interactive white 
board technology will begin to be ex-
panded to junior high and high schools, 
he said.

Teachers will also receive new laptop 
computers this summer and fall as part a 
three-year laptop replacement program 
that launched last spring.

The district will replace all 1,200 teacher 

continued on page 5

Back-to-school 
information on 
district website
Bus schedules, school calendars, 
school supply lists, community school 
supply drives, and other back-to-school 
information is on the district website. 
Information can be found in a back-to-
school information box on the Home 
page of the school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Free health fair and 
barbecue set
August 23
Free backpacks and school supplies, 
medical and dental screenings, hair-
cuts, gently used clothing, and more 
will be offered at a back-to-school 
health fair and barbecue on Saturday, 
August 23 in Edgewood.

The event is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Mountain View Community Center, 
3607 122nd Ave. E. in Edgewood.

Students must be present to receive 
backpacks and school supplies.

Face-painting, a climbing wall, a bar-
becue lunch, music, and other activities 
will also be featured at the free event, 
sponsored by the Mountain View Com-
munity Center.

Parents are asked to bring a copy of 
their child’s immunization record.

Anthony (left) and Aaron Bellanca, with Cascade 
Construction Systems, Inc., install cubbies to 
support full-day kindergarten this fall at Sunrise 
Elementary.

Don Stevens, installation staff member with 
Troxell Communications, adjusts an interactive 
wall-mounted projector at Woodland
Elementary.
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Teaching museum
continued from page 1

ments of House Bill 1495, which requires 
schools to teach about Native Americans 
unique to their area, and integrates proven 
instructional strategies known as Guided 
Language Acquisition Design (GLAD).

Upon their arrival at the teaching mu-
seum, students will learn about artifacts 
related to their classroom lessons, use 
modern technology to support their 
research and learning, and do art projects 
and other hands-on activities, said Jennifer 
Torgerson, a school district GLAD project 
trainer.

The learning will continue in the weeks 
following the trip, she said, as third grad-
ers prepare reports, do art projects, tell 
stories, and incorporate technology related 
to their museum visit. 

Torgerson worked with 
Indian Education Program 
Specialist Michelle Marcoe 
and other committee mem-
bers to help develop the 
Native American unit.

The lessons were presented 
for the fi rst time last spring 
to Firgrove Elementary stu-
dents and will be expanded 
this year to elementary 
schools around the district.

The Karshner Museum and 
Center for Culture & Arts 
will also be home to events 
and activities related to the 
arts, including the annual Dan Vesey–Deb 
Munson Art Exhibit in May. Winning stu-
dent artwork will also be showcased there.

Staff trainings and workshops will also be 
held at the center throughout the year. An 
annual summer leadership meeting for all 
district administrators, for example, was 
scheduled there this month.

“The purpose of the center will be to 
fulfi ll Dr. Karshner’s vision of providing 
students an opportunity to learn about the 
world’s diverse cultures through participa-
tory education,” Fox said. “Through the 
integration of visual arts, drama, move-
ment, storytelling, music, and critical 
thinking strategies, students and teach-
ers will experience history and culture 
through fi eld trips, teacher workshops, and 
special events.”

Restoration work

Signifi cant restoration work has been done 
inside the facility, including the refi nish-
ing of natural wood fl oors. Walls are a 
light fi r wood and there is increased natu-
ral lighting to resemble a Native American 
longhouse, Fox said.

Longhouses were a style of residential 
dwelling built by native peoples in various 
parts of North America. Separate long-
houses were also often built for commu-
nity meetings.

A hand-carved Native American canoe 
and welcome fi gure displayed for years in 
the museum will continue to be promi-
nently displayed in the large main room, 
also referred to as the great hall.
 
The great hall can be used for large meet-
ings or gatherings of up to 200 visitors, 
with a drop-down projection screen for 
presentations.

The room is wired with modern technol-
ogy that supports six 50” wall-mounted 
computer monitors, which are spaced 
around the room. The monitors facilitate 
small-group work, Fox said.

The spacious area is also suitable for 
students and other groups to dance or do 

Rosemary Eckerson, a former curator and director at the Karshner 
Museum, arranges artifacts in a display case for the opening next 
month of the Karshner Museum and Center for Culture & Arts.

Firgrove Elementary third-grade teacher Sara Deaver teaches 
students last spring about coastal and plateau Native American 
tribes in Washington.

other physical activities.

A turn-of-the-century pioneer classroom 
remains unchanged, as does a room where 
Dr. Karshner’s collection of 10,000-plus 
artifacts from around the world are stored. 

Rooms along the north side of the build-
ing are galleries with 10 newly crafted 
rolling display cases that will showcase 
artifacts that can be turned different direc-
tions and moved about the facility.

The display cases have been designed 
with wood removed from the interior 
walls, as well as with slate from chalk-
boards that used to hang in the building.

Rosemary Eckerson, a former curator and 
director of the Karshner Museum for 27 
years, is helping to arrange artifacts in the 
display cases this month in preparation for 
opening day.

Eckerson served over the past year on 
a transition committee, made up of 

educators and community 
members, that helped plan 
the repurposing of the 
museum.

“I have such a love for 
the museum collection,” 
she said. “What foresight 
Dr. Karshner had, as the 
artifacts are as relevant 
today as they were in 1930. 
The items will tie in keenly 
with what students are 
studying.”

An enclave in one of three 
gallery rooms will feature 
an exhibit honoring Dr. 

Karshner, including a roll top desk, 
some of his books, and other artifacts 
and memorabilia that refl ect his life, Fox 
said.

Native American baskets, a longhouse 
plank, and Dale Chihuly glass art will also 
continue to be featured throughout the 
center, Fox said.

A room on the south side of the build-
ing will be used as a modern classroom, 
complete with an interactive white 
board and mounted projector. Staff can 
meet in this room for workshops or 
trainings, Fox said, and students can 
do art projects or other lessons during 
classroom fi eld trips. 

Bathrooms have been remodeled to meet 
building code, directional lighting has 
been added to gallery room ceilings to 
spotlight display cases, soundproofi ng 
panels have been installed in galleries and 
the main room, an offi ce has been created 
in the entry, and new coats of paint have 

been added throughout the building.

A wall was also removed between two 
rooms in the back (east side) of the 
building and doorways reopened in other 
areas to improve air fl ow and create more 
space for people to move about the facil-
ity, Fox said.

Additionally, a covered porch facing the 
parking lot on the south side of the build-
ing has been restored and will be an ideal 
place for outdoor gatherings, music, or 
student projects, Fox said.

Entry to feature Puyallup
Tribe of Indians exhibit

Inside the front entry, a glass-enclosed 
display case has been added to prominent-
ly feature an exhibit about the Puyallup 
Tribe of Indians.

The display, which is expected to be 
completed in time for the reopening cere-
mony in October, will feature artifacts 
in chronological order dating from the 
early years of the Puyallup Tribe to the 
present.
 
Brandon Reynon, an archeologist with 
the Puyallup Tribe of Indians, visited the 
Karshner Museum and Center for Culture 
& Arts last month to begin planning the 
exhibit. He said it will be the only one in 
the City of Puyallup that features Puyallup 
tribal history.

“It will be our story,” Reynon said. “The 
tribe will have the opportunity to have our 
culture here and share our history.”

Honoring the past

Karshner Museum was founded in 1930 
by Dr. Warner Karshner and his wife Ella 
as a lasting memorial for their son Paul, 
who died from polio in 1924 during his 
senior year of high school.

The museum opened in 1930 at Puyallup 
High School and was moved in 1965 to its 
present location in the old Stewart School 
building.

The original wooden “Paul H. Karshner 
Memorial Museum” sign will remain 
above the front door entry to honor the 
“rich history of the museum,” Fox said. 

Other pieces of the museum history have 
been repurposed, he said. 

A stuffed bison that stood on a platform in 
the main room, for example, was on loan 
and has been returned to the Washington 
State Historical Society. 

An elephant’s foot — a popular item 
among students and adults alike for its 
signature smell — is safely stored with 
other archives and will be displayed dur-
ing certain times of the year, Fox said.

The goal, he said, will be to display 
more of Dr. Karshner’s collection for 
students and community members here 
and around the region to learn about and 
enjoy.

A new Karshner Museum and Center for 
Culture & Arts logo, featuring an image 
of the building’s cupola, will be featured 
on the front doors and in publications and 
other marketing materials.

The museum restoration project is being 
paid for with a combination of general and 
capital (construction) funds.

“Legacy Washington” partnership

The teaching museum will host three 
traveling history “Legacy Washington” 
exhibits in 2014-15, beginning with the 
women in government display. That ex-
hibit will be replaced in mid-October with 
“Grand Coulee to Grunge: Eight stories 
that changed the world.”

In February 2015, the same time that third 
graders begin fi eld trips to the museum, 
the exhibit will switch and feature one that 
relates to students’ study of coastal and 
plateau tribes. The exhibit is titled “We’re 
Still Here: The Survival of Washington 
Indians.” 

Read more about the Karshner Museum 
and Center for Culture & Arts and see 
additional photos on the school district 
website.
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laptops, representing the fi rst time in 10 
years that new laptops have been distrib-
uted to teaching staff.

The goal, Averill said, will be to work 
into a replacement cycle so that all teach-
ers get new laptops every three years, 
with one-third replaced annually. Used 
laptops will be repurposed for student 
use.

Other technology work this summer 
includes replacing old computer network 
wiring at Pope Elementary and upgrading 
the district’s backup system for network 
storage to prevent information loss in the 
event of a system failure.

Firgrove Elementary
site improvements 

Students and staff will immediately 
notice changes when they arrive back to 
school at Firgrove Elementary.

The aging building received a fresh coat 
of paint inside and out, as well as new 
carpeting throughout classrooms, the 
library, and support areas.

Some damaged fl oor and ceiling tiles, 
as well as double-paned windows where 
seals have failed, have also been replaced.

Additionally, workers installed new stu-
dent computer lab workstation surfaces, 
tack boards in some hallway corridors 
to display student work or other class-
room materials, and fencing between 
the buildings to help prevent students 
— especially those with special needs — 
from running toward the heavily traveled 
Meridian Street.

Firgrove Elementary parent Mike Macias, 
who is president of Macmor Inc. Land-
scape and Irrigation in Puyallup, also 
volunteered to remove overgrown shrub-
bery around the school. New landscaping 
will be planted in its place, Frentress said.

The $375,000 of school improvements 
are designed to bridge the gap in support 

of student learning, at least for the next fi ve 
to seven years, until a new school can be 
built, said Chief Operations Offi cer Rudy 
Fyles.

“We simply can’t wait anymore to make 
improvements on some of our older build-
ings like Firgrove,” Fyles said.

Safety improvements

Security cameras and
keyless entries

Additional security cameras and key-
less door entries are being installed this 
summer and fall in many of the district’s 
schools and support buildings.

Keyless entries allow employees to swipe 
a card programmed to enter a building 
from any door. They are also more effi cient 
in school lockdowns, as all doors can be 
locked simultaneously.

Basic security camera systems are being 
added at elementary schools that did not have 
the technology, while more comprehensive 
systems have been added at some junior high 
and high schools to make them comparable 

Summer work focuses 
on learning and safety
continued from page 3

Puyallup Police Chief Bryan Jeter (right) gives instructions to 
Offi cer David Obermiller at a training command post during a live 
shooter drill in July at Puyallup High School. The district has been 
awarded a state grant to partner with law enforcement to improve 
school safety and police response times in the event of a school 
emergency.

with other campuses districtwide.

Emergency response systems grant

The additional security equipment, 
funded with 2014 school levy money, 
will complement work that will be done 
over the next year to improve emergency 
response systems.

The district learned in May that it was 
awarded a $425,640 grant from the state Of-
fi ce of the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion to improve school safety and police 
response times in the event of an emergency.

State Sen. Bruce Dammeier, a former Puyal-
lup School Board member who is vice chair 
of the Senate Early Learning and K-12 Edu-
cation Committee, was the prime sponsor of 
Senate Bill 5197, which created the school 
safety competitive grant program.

In an opinion column he recently wrote for a 
local newspaper, Dammeier said the legisla-
tion “recognized that coordination between 
local law enforcement and school districts 
is essential.” He also wrote, “The result is a 
great step forward toward improving student 
security for our entire state, and especially 

Puyallup and all of Pierce County.”

Security cameras, school intercoms, and 
keyless door systems throughout the 
district will be integrated into a single 
computer software program that will con-
nect authorized school resource offi cers, 
emergency dispatch personnel, and district 
staff to the latest emergency information.

This, in turn, will speed up emergency 
response time by law enforcement and 
provide more detailed information, such 
as live video camera feeds, once offi cers 
arrive on scene.

Law enforcement will also be able to hear 
activity and make announcements over the 
building’s intercom systems, as well as 
control the locking and unlocking of doors 
that are programmed with keyless entry.

“In an emergency, time is of the essence,” 
said Puyallup Police Chief Bryan Jeter. 
“Having real-time information will be a 
huge help.” 

The software program, which will be 
funded with the state grant, will require 
detailed school site maps that accurately 
show room locations and dimensions, as 
well as the location of video cameras. 
 
In preparation for the launch of this new 
technology, college interns working this 
summer in the district’s Facilities depart-
ment have been updating maps for all of 
the district’s schools and support facilities.

The maps will be more contextual than 
existing basic line drawings, which will be 
converted into a Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) format. The maps will be 
interactive, much like Google maps, said 
Tom Shields, construction management 
specialist and project manager for the 
emergency response grant project.

In an emergency, authorized viewers such 
as police dispatchers can zoom in to get 
layers of detail and data for both indoor 
and outdoor areas, Shields said. They can 
click a video camera icon, for instance, to 
get a live feed of activity in that area.

The maps will also provide the district 
with detailed information in nonemergency 
situations for planning and instructional 
purposes, he said.

Ferrucci counselor wins award for helping students succeed
He is the driving force behind the suc-
cess of Ferrucci Junior High School’s 
College Bound Scholarship program, 
encouraging students who might not 
consider college because of the cost to 
dream big and continue their education 
beyond high school.

He also works tirelessly with students in 
the school’s Advancement Via Individ-
ual Determination (AVID) classes and 
encourages eligible African-American 
youth to vie for an annual incentive 
award that recognizes their academic 
excellence, community involvement, 
and good citizenship.

School counselor John Frazier’s dedica-
tion to seeing every student succeed 
was recognized in June when he was 
honored with the eighth annual Puyallup 
School District Peer Support Network 
Inspirational Award.

Frazier was selected from among this 
year’s nominees for “his outstand-
ing cultural contributions” to Ferrucci 
Junior High and the school district, said 
Chief Equity and Achievement Offi cer 
Gerald Denman.

Denman and Superintendent Tim Yeo-
mans surprised Frazier with the honor 
during an impromptu award presen-
tation in the school offi ce as he was 

surrounded by his colleagues, students, and 
family members.

Frazier also received a standing ovation 
during a recognition ceremony at the June 
16 Puyallup School Board meeting.

Yeomans praised Frazier for his “relentless 
promotion of post-secondary oppor-
tunities.”

“Mr. John Frazier does an outstanding job 
of maximizing the opportunity for each 
child in our district,” Yeomans said. “His 
very welcoming demeanor and kind heart 
are evidence of how much he cares for 
each child at Ferrucci Junior High.”

Frazier keeps college at the forefront of 
student’s minds by lining school hallways 
with hundreds of university pennants from 
around the country. 

One of the walls in his counseling offi ce 
is also fi lled with posters featuring college 
and career opportunities.

It is critical, Frazier believes, to get stu-
dents on track for post-secondary success 
well before they reach high school.

No barrier, fi nancial or personal, is too 
great to overcome for any student who 
wants to pursue additional education, he 
said.

The College Bound Scholarship program, 
for example, provides an early commit-
ment of state fi nancial aid to eligible stu-
dents who sign up in junior high or middle 
school and fulfi ll a pledge.

Students agree, for example, to graduate 
from a Washington high school or home 

school with a 2.0 GPA or higher, be a 
good citizen, and not be convicted of a 
felony.

The College Bound Scholarship applica-
tion deadline is June 30 at the end of the 

continued on page 11

Ferrucci Junior High counselor John Frazier has been named the 
2014 Peer Support Network Inspirational Award winner. His work 
includes getting students on track for post-secondary success.
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Students take top honors in annual district art show

More than 100 students, teachers, family members, and friends fi lled 
Puyallup’s Pioneer Park Pavilion in late May for the annual Dan 
Vesey - Deb Munson Art Show. 

See photos of this year’s top art show winners, as well as a list of all 
winners and honorable mentions, on the Puyallup School District 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.First Place, Photography

Kari Merrill, Rogers High
Grade 10, 2013-14

First Place
Three-Dimensional
Bella Pat
Kalles Junior High
Grade 9, 2013-14

Superintendent’s Choice
Tyler Smith
Northwood Elementary
Grade 6, 2013-14

Superintendent’s Choice
Audrey Lee
Kalles Junior High
Grade 7, 2013-14

First Place, Secondary Two-Dimensional
Lacey Pedersen, Puyallup High
Grade 12, 2013-14

First Place, Elementary 
Two-Dimensional
Kiara Gardley
Sunrise Elementary
Grade 5, 2013-14

Video teaches how 
to sign up and use 
district website
A three-minute video is available for 
parents to learn more about how to sign 
up and use the school district’s Edline 
website to get information about their 
children’s classes and school calendars.

The instructional video, created by the 
school district’s Information Technol-
ogy Department, guides parents through 
how to activate their Edline account and 
provides instructions on how to view 
student’s class pages or access their cal-
endars.

The video also details how parents can 
view a combined calendar if they have 
more than one student attending school 
in the district, as well as how to highlight 
items such as test or assignment due dates 
for each child.

To view the video on the school district 
website, visit http://psdk12.org/?parentvid.

Anonymous toll-
free phone tip line 
enhances school safety
Students, parents, and community mem-
bers can access an anonymous tip line to 
report a potential school-related crisis, 
inappropriate behavior, or suspicious 
activity to school administrators.

Stickers and posters advertising the 
tip line and its recently changed phone 
number have been posted in all 32 district 
schools and support buildings. 

The new toll-free number is 1-855-782-
0798. The line is available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week and can be accessed 
year-round.

Waller Road celebrates 100th anniversary
Hundreds of community members joined 
Waller Road Elementary students and 
staff from past to present at the school’s 
100th anniversary celebration.

The daylong event in May featured guest 
speakers and student music perfor-
mances, as well as historical displays, a 
catered dinner, and an invitation to walk 
through the one-room Woodrow School 
located adjacent to the Waller Road 
Grange Hall.

See more photos of Waller Road Elemen-
tary School’s 100th anniversary on the 
district website.

Fi t Pl Ph t h

First Place Elementary

Photos (clockwise from top): Jim 
Geise, a Waller Road Elementary 
student from 1948-54, shares school 
history; community members view 
historical displays; Waller Road 
Elementary second grader Kiersten 
Sacksteder tries on a bonnet in the 
Woodrow School; and the school drum 
ensemble, led by music teacher Laurie 
Haakons, performs. 
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Call it a triple crown of sorts.
 
The Puyallup High School Vikings won three state championship titles last spring, dominating 
the fi eld and the links in Class 4A baseball, fastpitch, and boys golf.
 
Individual student athletes also excelled in various spring sports, including track and fi eld. Eric 
Simpson, a senior last year at Rogers High, took the state title in both the 110-meter and the 
300-meter hurdles.

All eyes were on the Puyallup High baseball team during the state championship game in Pasco. 
The team culminated an undefeated 28-0 season on May 31 by beating South Kitsap 7-1.
 
Just hours later, the high school’s girls fastpitch team also won a state title after a 4-2 fi nish 
against Walla Walla. Earlier the same day, the team beat Woodinville in the semifi nals in Spo-
kane.
 
The boys golf team also showed that it’s the best in Washington state this year, clinching fi rst 
place as a team and fi nishing the tournament on May 29 with three of its players landing in the 
top fi ve medal spots.

Hundreds of people lined Meridian Street in downtown Puyallup, many of them wearing purple 
and gold T-shirts, to cheer state championship Puyallup High School athletes in a “Parade of 
Champions” on June 7.

The parade was sponsored by the City of Puyallup and several local businesses and followed Mayor John Knutsen’s proclamation of June 2014 as 
“Puyallup High School Champions Month” in the City of Puyallup.
 
See more photos from the 2014 spring sports season, and read the entire spring sports wrap-up including a list of coaches who won Coach of the Year 
honors, on the district website. 

Congratulations
2014 Spring

State Champs!

Photos (clockwise from top left): The Puyallup Vikings 
baseball team holds up its fi rst place trophy after 
winning the state title in Pasco (photo courtesy of Darica 
Hegland); Eric Simpson, a senior last year at Rogers High 
who won state in the 100-meter and 300-meter hurdles, 
clears a hurdle during a local meet (photo courtesy of 
Rachel Martin); and the Puyallup High fastpitch team and 
boys golf team (Connor Mildenberger (left) and Mitchell 
Baldridge) members show off their state trophies to the 
crowd that lined city streets on June 7 for the “Parade of 
Champions.”
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Local leaders honored for their commitment

Electronic message signs similar to the one pictured above at 
Meeker Elementary School are being installed this summer at eight 
schools throughout the district.

Electronic message signs to be installed at eight schools
New electronic message signs will be in 
place this fall at eight schools, including 
a replacement for one damaged last year 
at Emerald Ridge High School.

The message signs, commonly referred 
to as reader boards, will be installed by 
September 1 at Firgrove, Zeiger, Carson, 
and Shaw Road elementary schools, as 
well as at Ballou Junior High and Emer-
ald Ridge High.

Woodland and Spinning elementary 
schools are projected to have their mes-
sage signs installed and operational by 
October 1, said Director of Facilities 
Planning Brian Devereux.

“Electronic message signs are a key 
form of communication with parents, 
students, and the community at large,” 
Devereux said. “There is an excitement 
in the school and in the main offi ce 
when these message signs are installed 
on site.” 

Schools chosen to receive the elec-
tronic message signs this summer were 
prioritized and evaluated for selec-

tion based on a set of common criteria, 
Devereux said.

This will be the fi rst time, for example, 
that Carson Elementary has a message 

sign to communicate with parents, stu-
dents, and the community.

The new electronic signs will replace 
ones that have messages posted manually 

by staff who stand outside, often during 
inclement weather, to attach letters one at 
a time to form words. Some of the boards 
are in such poor condition, Devereux 
said, that letters fall off not long after 
they are posted.

The electronic versions can be pro-
grammed from inside school offi ces and 
can be pre-programmed for upcoming 
event dates.

The signs must abide by city and county 
regulations, including hours of operation, 
Devereux said.

District leadership has been actively 
engaged with local city and county 
governments over the past four years in 
promoting local regulations to allow and 
preserve electronic message signage for 
schools.

The district set aside $150,000 from its 
general fund, which was combined with 
school Parent-Teacher Association dona-
tions, school building funds, or capital 
funds, to pay for the electronic message 
signs.

Each year the Washington Association of 
School Administrators (WASA) recog-
nizes community members or groups in 
recognition of their outstanding contribu-
tions to education.

Kathy Horton, a long-time volunteer in 
the Puyallup School District, and Jan 
Mauk, executive director of Communi-
ties In Schools of Puyallup, are this year’s 
recipients of the WASA Region 111 Com-
munity Leadership Award.

WASA presents the award based on crite-
ria in the following categories: benefi t to 
students, leadership, motivation, success, 
cooperation and coordination with the 
local district, recognition by others, and 
history of service.
  
Both Horton and Mauk were honored 
and received engraved plaques during a 
WASA Region 111 meeting in May. They 
were also recognized last spring at a Puy-
allup School Board meeting.

WASA also surprised 
Chrys Sweeting, as-
sistant superintendent 
of instruction, learning, 
curriculum, and assess-
ment, with the orga-
nization’s Region 111 
Student Achievement 
Leadership Award.

The Student Achieve-
ment Leadership Award 

recognizes WASA members who have pro-
vided leadership for the implementation of 
an innovation that has resulted in measur-
able growth in student achievement.

In a letter nominating Sweeting for the 
award, Casey Cox, assistant superinten-
dent of instructional and organizational 
alignment, described her efforts in initiat-
ing, organizing, and implementing district 
programs to help students succeed.

The nomination letter specifi cally men-
tioned her work with two programs 
initiated last fall — one that re-engages 
dropouts in school, and another that serves 
homeschooled students.

“Dr. Sweeting has been unrelenting in 
equity and achievement work in support 
of each child,” Cox wrote.

Sweeting served this past school year as 
the WASA Region 111 president and will 

serve as its past presi-
dent in 2014-15. She 
has worked in Puyallup 
School District leader-
ship since 2001.

Kathy Horton

Horton served her 
second year this past 
school year as the 
Parent-Teacher Student 
Association (PTSA) 
president at Edgemont 
Junior High. Her daugh-
ter, Gabrielle, begins 
her ninth-grade year 
there this fall.

She also served two-
and-a-half years as the 
Northwood Elementary 
PTA treasurer and won 
the school’s Golden 
Acorn award two years 
ago in recognition of her dedication and 
service to children.

Districtwide, the Puyallup resident served 
as co-chair of the Citizens Committee 
for Education during the successful 2014 
school levy election.

In a letter nominating Horton for the award, 
Superintendent Tim Yeomans wrote, 
“Kathy has been instrumental in her efforts 
to bring our community together.”

Yeomans specifi cally mentioned Horton’s 
leadership with the Northwood Elemen-
tary and Edgemont Junior High school 
PTAs, as well as her role with the Citizens 
Committee for Education.

“Kathy’s willingness to engage with 
numerous community groups has allowed 
our district to extend our reach and com-
munication in many positive ways ... Her 
dedication to the success of each child is 
outstanding,” Yeomans wrote.

Horton recently started a new role serving 
on the Fife-Milton Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors. She also serves on 
the Relay for Life Committee for the Fife, 
Milton, and Edgewood area. 

Jan Mauk

Jan Mauk begins her fourth year this fall 
as executive director of Communities In 
Schools of Puyallup (CISP).

Mauk assumed the CISP leadership role 
after having served nearly six years as its 
program coordinator.

CISP works closely with the Puyallup 
School District, social service agencies, 
parents, local faith and service communi-
ties, and businesses to connect schools 
with resources that support a child’s 
chances for success in school and in life.

Under her leadership, Mauk continues 
to coordinate the annual March Glad-
ness community service program, Good 
Samaritan Readers reading-tutoring 
program, several after-school math and 
reading programs, and the distribution 
of community resources, such as school 
supplies and food, to help students in 
need.

She also oversees three site coordinators, 
who administer CISP programs at Sunrise, 
Karshner, and Stewart elementary schools.

In his letter nominating Mauk for the 
WASA award, Cox wrote, “Her partner-
ship with local community organizations 
is highly regarded throughout the re-
gion. Jan is the defi nition of community 
leadership!”

This is the second time that Mauk has 
won a leadership award for her work 
with CISP. In 2007, she was one of seven 
people in the country to receive the CIS 
national offi ce’s “Unsung Hero” award.

More than $8 million 
awarded in 2014 
student scholarships
High school seniors in Puyallup School 
District’s Class of 2014 received more 
than $8 million in scholarships.

The scholarships include those awarded 
by local, outside, and military sources. 
They also include fi nancial awards 
given to the prestigious National Merit 
and Washington scholars, whose names 
are included in a news article on the 
district website. 

Post-high school 
planning night set 
September 22
Students in grades 9 through 12 and 
their families are invited to attend a 
post-high school planning night from 6 
to 8 p.m. on Monday, September 22 at 
Pierce College in Puyallup.

The event will be held in the College 
Center Building, 1601 39th Ave. S.E., 
Puyallup. Parking is available in Lot 
B across from the College Center 
Building.

Admissions representatives will be 
available from most of the two- and 
four-year state colleges and technical 
schools. Some out-of-state colleges, 
military academies, and vocational 
schools will also participate.

They will present information and 
answer questions about topics such as 
fi nancial aid, scholarships, the Running 
Start program, college applications, and 
academic planning. 

Fair Day is 
September 10
The district will showcase educational 
programs on Fair Day Wednesday, Sep-
tember 10 at the Washington State Fair 
Events Center. 

Activities are planned from 11 a.m. to 
9 p.m. on the fi rst fl oor of the Pavilion. 
All students are released 3¼ hours early 
from school on this day. 

Chrys
Sweeting

Kathy Horton (left) and Jan Mauk are this year’s  
recipients of the Washington Association of 
School Administrators Region 111 Community 
Leadership Award.
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Students honored for community service 
Puyallup School District students in 
grades 9 through 12 logged more than 
47,000 hours of community service to-
ward earning their 2014 Varsity Letter in 
Community Service from the United Way 
of Pierce County.

The 199 students who received a varsity 
letter recorded 47,484 of combined com-
munity service hours during the 2013-14 
school year — the highest total from 
among the 34 public and private schools 
that participated in Pierce County.

As in past years, Puyallup had a strong 
showing at the annual United Way Youth 
United varsity letter celebration held in 
late May, representing more than 40 per-
cent of the 481 award recipients.

Varsity letters were awarded to students 
representing Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, 
and Rogers high schools, as well as sev-
eral junior high schools, during a recep-
tion at the Washington State Fair Events 
Center. Two Chief Leschi High School 
students also earned the award.

The United Way presented certifi cates and 
varsity letters to 83 students from Emer-
ald Ridge High, 58 from Puyallup High, 
and 58 from Rogers High. The numbers 
include ninth-grade award recipients from 
the district’s junior high schools.

To qualify for a letter, students in grades 
9 through 12 were required to volunteer 
with at least one school-related project 
and at least one community-oriented 
project totaling 145 hours or more of 
service between April 1, 2013 and March 
31, 2014.

The varsity letter requirements have 
changed effective with the 2014-15 
school year. Details can be found on the 
United Way website at www.uwpc.org/
varsity-letter.

This is the fourth consecutive year that 

Rogers High 2014 graduate Allison 
Wusterbarth received the award. She 
was one of 29 students overall who were 
asked to stand during the reception and be 
recognized for receiving the letter in four 
consecutive years.

The teen, who was recognized as this 
year’s Youth Volunteer of the Year, con-
tributed 150 hours of community service 
last year and 500 hours of volunteer work 
over the past four years.

The United Way also honored Wuster-
barth as one of 15 students countywide 
and eight from this district to receive 
a Willie Stewart Community Service 
Scholarship and selected her as the 
featured student speaker at the annual 
awards ceremony.

Wusterbarth served as vice president of 

the Puyallup chapter 
of the United Way 
Youth Leadership 
Council. She and 
other scholarship 
recipients were hon-
ored with a dinner 
prior to the varsity 
letter ceremony held 
at the Washington 
State Fair Events 
Center.

A press release is-
sued by United Way 
of Pierce County 
described Wuster-
barth’s contributions 
as follows: “Allison’s 
natural ability to lead 
shines through in 
many ways, whether 
that be through set-
ting the agenda for 
meetings and creat-
ing fun ice breakers, 
to recruiting more 
Youth Council mem-

bers by contacting teachers at Kalles 
Junior High and visiting classrooms in 
order to promote the program.”

The press release continued, “Allison 
is a determined and focused individual 
who has made helping others a top pri-
ority in her life.”

During her speech, the teen encour-
aged her peers to continue to volunteer 
beyond high school. She said the varsity 
letter is “not an end point,” but rather 
the beginning of a lifetime of service.

Other local 2014 Willie Stewart Com-
munity Service Scholarship recipients 
include Jordan Barnes, Melanie Doug-
las, and Megan Horton from Emerald 
Ridge High; Breanna Dela Rosa from 
Puyallup High; and Hannah Russ and 
Charles Woolley from Rogers High. 

Newly assigned 
leadership on website
School and district leadership position 
changes announced for the 2014-15 
school year, including new hires and 
changes in job titles or duties, are listed 
on the school district website.

Applications are being accepted for 
community members and groups 
interested in reserving a school district 
facility for meetings or other approved 
uses during the 2014-15 school year.

This is the second year of a more ef-
fi cient facilities use reservation process. 
All requests are directed to the school 
district’s Facilities department, which 
maintains a master calendar listing the 
availability of each school or other 
facility districtwide.
 
The Facilities department completes 
the reservation process from start to 
fi nish, including processing facility use 
payments. District-sponsored activi-
ties retain fi rst priority in the use of all 
school facilities.

To learn more about reserving school 
facilities, visit the school district web-
site or contact Facilities Use Specialist 
Bryson Bickler at (253) 841-8772 or 
bicklBJ@puyallup.k12.wa.us. Facil-
ity use reservations can be made via 
email, phone, or in person at the Facili-
ties department, 323 12th St. N.W. in 
Puyallup.

The 2014-15 fee schedule is posted 
on the district website. It refl ects 
increased use fees in some areas and 
decreases in others, with about a 4 
percent cost increase overall from the 
2013-14 school year.

This is the fi rst time in two years that 
the district has increased the fees, and 
a survey of surrounding school districts 
shows Puyallup remains competitive 
with its facility use fees, Bickler said.

Use of facilities by community groups 
was up more than 8 percent last year, 
with 20,107 event dates scheduled 
throughout the school district. More 
than 80 percent of those event dates 
involved youth sports, with a majority 
in the nonprofi t sector.

Other facility uses range from adult 
nonprofi t groups to scouting organiza-
tions.

Applications 
accepted for facility 
use reservations

Sexual health and 
HIV/AIDS curricula 
preview this fall
Parents or guardians of elementary 
students in grades four through six and 
of junior high students in grades seven 
through nine are invited to preview the 
school district’s approved sexual health 
and HIV/AIDS curriculum.

The elementary preview for grades four 
through six will be held between 6:30 
and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, September 
24 in the Puyallup High Commons.

The junior high preview for grades sev-
en through nine will be held between 
6:30 and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, October 
1 in the Puyallup High Commons.

Puyallup High School is located at 105 
Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.

Meeker PTA named outstanding state unit
Meeker Elementary School’s Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA) has been 
named the state’s Outstanding Local Unit 
of the Year. 
 
The PTA was honored last spring at the 
Washington State PTA Annual Conven-
tion in Bellevue and at the Puyallup PTA 
Council Annual Awards Night. 
 
This is the second time a Puyallup 
School District PTA unit has been 
selected for the statewide honor. Zeiger 
Elementary PTA received the recognition 
in 2006. 
 
In selecting award winners, the state’s 
Outstanding Local Unit award committee 
considers factors such as a PTA’s work-
ing relationship with school staff, how 
it engages its families, and its ability to 
identify strengths and where it can im-
prove based on its research of the school 
community. 
 
“This PTA obviously understands the 
concept of school and community,” the 
award committee stated. “We found they 
are an outstanding local unit that serves a 
Title I community and thinks outside the 
box doing new and inventive things to 
serve them!” 
 
The award is given each year to one PTA 
unit at the primary level and another at 
the middle/secondary level. Meeker El-
ementary was selected for the top award 
from among more than 900 elementary 
school PTA units statewide. 
 
An article in the state PTA “Leadership 
News” blog states that one of the keys to 

the success of the 
Meeker Elementary 
PTA is in devel-
oping clear and 
measureable goals, 
with input from 
the principal and a 
teacher representa-
tive, so its goals 
are aligned to the 
school’s goals. 
 
The article further 
states that the 
school has achieved 
the 100 percent 
membership award 
— one member for 
every student at the 
school — for two 
consecutive years.

Meeker Elementary 
School PTA sched-
ules activities and 
events year-round 
that align with its own PTA goals, which 
are created to complement schoolwide 
goals, said PTA President Megan Klein.

The school hosted a “Freaky Friday” 
event last February, for example, in which 
parents and students traded places for the 
night, giving adults a chance to experience 
a typical school day. With their children 
at their side, parents chose a hot lunch, 
took an Accelerated Reader test on the 
computer, went to music and P.E. class, 
completed a math assignment online, 
participated in a school lockdown drill, 
and ended the evening with a school spirit 
assembly in the gym.

More recently, the PTA hosted its annual 
“Doughnuts for Dads” event in the morn-
ing before school and fi lled the gym with 
students and their guests.

“Meeker Elementary is very fortunate to 
have PTA parents who contribute to the 
welcoming learning culture that helps our 
students thrive academically and socially,” 
said Principal Andrea Drake. 

Drake added, “Their partnership and 
support strengthens the effectiveness and 
positive impact our educational programs 
have on the lives of all of the students we 
serve.”

Heather Wait, one of Meeker Elementary School’s 
PTA Volunteers of the Month, helps at the school’s 
annual Doughnuts for Dads. The PTA has been 
named the state’s Outstanding Local Unit of the 
Year. 

Rogers High 2014 graduate Allison Wusterbarth 
speaks to Pierce County high school community 
service award recipients at a United Way awards 
ceremony in Puyallup.
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Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Emerald Ridge grad excels as consignment boutique owner 

continued on page 11

Emerald Ridge High School 2005 graduate Ashley (Walton) Hearron 
is surrounded by clothing and accessories at her “Ashley’s Room” 
consignment boutique in downtown Puyallup.

Rogers High teacher is 2014 
CTE Educator of the Year

The fi rst time she saw it, she knew it was 
a dream come true.

So Ashley (Walton) Hearron parked her 
car and walked up the street to get a 
closer look. 

There, next to the railroad tracks along 
Meridian Street in downtown Puyallup, 
was a small rundown storefront with a 
vacancy sign in the window.

Perfect, she thought.

Four years later, that dark, empty build-
ing is brightly decorated and bustling 
with customers as a successful consign-
ment boutique.

The 2005 Emerald Ridge High School 
graduate not only owns the business, but 
manages two employees who help her sell 
the new and gently used women’s cloth-
ing, shoes, jewelry, and other accessories.

“Ashley’s Room,” which she named after 
herself, is open seven days a week at 111 
No. Meridian St. Clothing items range 
from casual to semi-formal and from size 
00 to 3X.

“I like to say the store is for the young 
and young at heart,” she said. “I offer 
trendy, fun, unique items that are current 
styles, cute, and affordable. It’s for all 
ages, really.”

Hearron attended Sunrise Elementary and 
Ferrucci Junior High before enrolling in 
classes at Emerald Ridge High. It was 

during high school, under the leadership 
of retired business teacher Randy Walden, 
that she fi rst learned about business and 
marketing.

Following high school, Hearron took 
some time off school, attended Bible col-
lege for a year, and then enrolled at West-
ern Washington University in Bellingham. 
She graduated in 2010 with a bachelor’s 
degree in communications.

Hearron was working at the time at a 
tanning salon in Bellingham, and her boss 
encouraged her to “pick something you 
like to do and do it,” she said.

Having shopped consignment stores with 
her friends during high school and col-
lege, Hearron thought it would be fun to 
own her own shop.

After fi nding the ideal location in Puyal-
lup, her father David Walton helped her 
brighten the store’s appearance by build-
ing a wooden façade resembling black 
and white striped curtains. The curtains 
are designed so they appear to be draped 
across the front window and pulled back 
with a bright yellow ribbon.

Her mother Lynne Walton, the librarian at 
Shaw Road Elementary School, painted 
a wall mural on the inside of the store, 
and Hearron’s friends contributed bags of 
consignment items.

It wasn’t long, Hearron recalls, before her 
store shelves were full of quality items 
and she was ready to open.

Hearron uses mustard yellow accents, 
such as vases of sunfl owers, to decorate 
her boutique. She also tucks small tables, 
hutches, and other furniture accents such 
as a day bed around her clothing racks to 
create “a cozy feel,” she said. 

A pair of pink pumps, a shimmery beige 
top, and a string of pearls were among 
recent items that welcomed shoppers 
through the doors. Jewelry is frequently 
draped over clothing to suggest ready-to-
go outfi ts.

Shoppers browsing the racks will also fi nd 

dresses, skirts, jeans, dress pants, blaz-
ers, sweaters, tops, hats, and scarves in all 
colors and styles. Shoes include sandals 
and high-heeled pumps, as well as tennis 
shoes and boots.

While she briefl y tried selling men’s con-
signment items, Hearron said she quickly 
reverted to focusing solely on women’s 
clothes and accessories. 

Hearron keeps items for up to 90 days 
and, if sold, pays consignors 40 percent of 

Jon Cerio, a Rogers High School gradu-
ate who teaches at his alma mater, is the 
2014 Puyallup School District Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) Educator 
of the Year.

The Puyallup School Board honored 
Cerio at its June 16 meeting, where he 
was greeted with a standing ovation by 
colleagues and the community.

Mark Knight, ex-
ecutive director of 
college and career 
readiness, described 
Cerio’s many suc-
cesses in teaching 
students enrolled in 
the high school’s Ar-
chitecture, Construc-
tion, and Engineer-
ing (ACE) Academy 
program.

Knight described the 
“solid work” that 
Cerio does to help 
prepare students for 
their lives beyond high school. He said 
Cerio is “always looking for opportuni-
ties, such as internships, to get kids out 
into the work world and support his 
program and their future careers.”

In a nomination letter, Career Specialist 
Pam Larsen praised Cerio for increasing 
student interest and enrollment in the 
Rogers High ACE Academy, creating 
extended learning opportunities through 
extensive summer student internships, 

and encouraging students to participate in 
construction projects that benefi t commu-
nity and charitable organizations.

Cerio, who is entering his eighth year of 
teaching at Rogers High this fall, also 
taught an exploring technology class last 
year at Ballou Junior High.

Over the years Cerio and his students 
have contributed to numerous community 

service projects, using 
materials donated by 
the community.

This summer, for 
example, is the third 
consecutive year 
that ACE students 
have created wooden 
craft kits and helped 
children with cancer 
build the items during 
their stay at a sum-
mer camp on Vashon 
Island.

ACE students also de-
sign and make parts each fall for wooden 
craft projects that they help children as-
semble during Education Day at the Fair. 
In the past several years, young fairgoers 
have pounded nails to help create projects 
such as tool boxes, planters, bird feeders, 
and gumball machines.

In the process, Cerio said students learn 
design skills, as well as how to oper-
ate various industry-standard tools and 
equipment. Better yet, he said, they learn 

servant leadership.

“Most of my students 
don’t even record 
community hours for 
school — they just do 
it because they want 
to,” Cerio said. “I love 
to tell our community 
how kids these days 
are better than we ever 
dreamed about. They 
have more requirements 
in school than we ever 
had as adults, yet they 
are more generous than 
ever to help others.”

ACE students also 
compete each year and 
often take top honors 
at regional and state 
construction competi-
tions. Students enter 
the annual Skills USA 
cabinet-making con-
test, as well as a Pierce 
County Career Day 
competition that chal-
lenges students to build 
an environmentally-friendly dog house.

Last fall his students took fi rst place 
for the second straight year with their 
version of an enclosed wooden travel 
trailer, which functions as a dog house, 
in the county’s Career Day construction 
competition.

Students also regularly help with 
school-related construction projects, 
such as building backdrops for the an-
nual Homecoming Dance, manufactur-
ing trophies for the MayFest car show, 
and preparing hands-on activities for 
Take Your Child to Work Day and an 

apprenticeship career fair.

This is the second time Cerio has been 
honored for his work as an educator. In 
2010, the Puyallup South Hill Rotary 
Club presented him with the Commu-
nity Vocational Service Award in the 
fi eld of education.

Cerio has a bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education, is a member of the 
Pierce County Construction Council 
and Woodworking Career Alliance, and 
serves as an education partner with the 
Washington chapter of the National 
Architectural Woodwork Institute.

Rogers High Architecture, Construction, 
and Engineering (ACE) Academy teacher 
Jon Cerio works with students (from left) 
Evan Townsend and Zach Owen. Cerio is the 
2014 Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Educator of the Year.
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Grant funds energy-saving improvements

continued from page 10

student’s eighth-grade year.

Meeting the goal of 100 percent enroll-
ment in the College Bound Scholarship 
program is an effort that does not always 
begin or end during school hours. Frazier 
is persistent and uses every means pos-
sible, from phone calling to emailing, to 
reach nearly 250 seventh and eighth grad-
ers each year and their parents.

“I will even show up at their house if 
that’s what I need to do to get them to sign 
the paperwork,” he said. “It’s all about 
opening doors of opportunity for them.”

This is Frazier’s eighth year as a Fer-
rucci Junior High counselor. Before that 
he worked three years as a counselor in 
Tacoma following a one-year internship at 
Ferrucci Junior High.

Frazier was the only child in his family 
to go to college and did so because of a 
few infl uential people, including his high 
school football coach and a neighbor who 
eventually became one of his in-laws. 
Both convinced him he could succeed in 
college, he said.

He said the struggles he experienced in 
school growing up make him even more 
determined to help others. 

Frazier has given inspirational talks to 
junior high and high school students in 

Graduate profi le

the selling price.

In her fi rst year, Hearron learned to 
limit the number of consignment items 
she allows customers to drop off at each 
visit, and established 
specifi c days to ac-
cept those items.

“People were bring-
ing me garbage bags 
full of stuff in their 
trucks, and it was 
way too much to or-
ganize at one time,” 
she said.

Her only regret, 
she said, is she wished she would have 
taken college classes to learn more 
about business taxes. “I learn as I go,” 
she said, adding she also receives help 
from her husband, Patrick Hearron.

Hearron said she enjoys the consignment 
business because of the fast turnover of 
new merchandise and the ability to cre-
ate a welcoming atmosphere where she 
can get to know local families.

Having attended Puyallup schools from 
kindergarten through her senior year, 
Hearron welcomes having students 
complete school-required job shadows 
at her boutique. She shares her suc-
cesses, as well as what she has learned, 
from her fi rst experience as a business 
owner.

She said she doesn’t feel in competition 
with other consignment stores in the 
area. “I think we all complement each 
other, and we send each other custom-
ers all the time,” she said.

The 27-year-old, who commutes to 
work from Renton, is a member of the 
Puyallup Main Street Association.

She has considered opening a second 
consignment store in another location, 
but is committed to keeping Ashley’s 
Room exactly where it is in Puyallup.

As a Sounder train rumbled by, she 
smiled and said, “I can’t imagine hav-
ing it anywhere else.”

the district’s AVID classes about how he 
overcame struggles in school, including 
his fi rst year of college, and went on to be 
successful in both college and in a career.

The father of two gives students practical 
advice during his formal presentations, 
as well as during his school counseling 
sessions. 

He encourages teens to apply and chal-
lenge themselves in school, get involved 
on campus, and surround themselves 

with positive friends.

A quote by author Josh Hinds posted 
on his counseling offi ce wall reminds 
students to stay focused on their potential. 
It reads, “Set each day believing in your 
dreams. Know without a doubt that you 
were made for amazing things.”

Frazier graduated from Lincoln High 
School in Tacoma and enrolled at Western 
Washington University, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Cultural Studies with 
a minor in English. He went on to earn his 
master’s degree in school counseling from 
City University.

The counselor has been a member of the 
district’s Peer Support Network for the 
past three years. The Peer Support Net-
work began meeting in 2003 to provide 
opportunities for district employees to 
share experiences and promote diversity 
and cultural competency throughout the 
district.

Ferrucci Junior High Principal Steve Leif-
sen said, “John exemplifi es what it means 
to go all in for kids … We hear students 
come back later and discuss the benefi ts 
they are currently reaping from the work 
they completed in junior high under the 
watchful eye of Mr. Frazier. They explain 
to us what a big deal it is to have that 
scholarship, or be in that college.”

Leifsen continued, “That is one of John’s 
gifts — he can see the future potential of 
kids long before they can and helps them 
realize that potential.”

The district’s Communications and 
Information department has won several 
awards for outstanding communications, 
including a Best in Category in writing 
at the state level and an honorable men-
tion for writing in a national competi-
tion.

The Washington School Public Rela-
tions Association (WSPRA) recognized 
Communications Specialist Susan 
Gifford with a “Best in Category, 
Excellence in Writing” for her article, 
“Emerald Ridge grad strikes it big as 
professional umpire,” published in last 
November’s Connections newspaper.

The National School Public Relations 
Association also recognized the district 
with an Award of Honorable Mention 
for Gifford’s article about a Stewart 
Elementary student who helped save his 
mother’s life.

Other WSPRA awards received at the 
annual conference include an Award 
of Merit for the district’s Connections 
newspaper, an honorable mention in 
writing, and 10 photography awards, 
including an Award of Excellence.

Counselor honored
continued from page 5

Lighting is being improved in most 
school parking lots and along campus 
walkways this summer thanks to a state 
energy grant awarded to the district last 
spring.

The $500,000 grant, which will be 
supplemented with local money, will also 
pay for automated pool covers at Rogers 
and Puyallup high schools and improve-
ments to some high school heating and 
cooling systems to make learning spaces 
more comfortable.

The district will contribute $1.2 mil-
lion from its general fund and expects to 
receive another $279,000 in estimated 
utility company incentives to help fund 
the improvements.

Most of the work is expected to be com-
pleted by November 1.

The district expects to recoup its fi nan-
cial contribution in about 10 years by 
saving an estimated $132,000 a year, 
said Gary Frentress, director of capital 
projects.

New LED lighting

Long-life, light-emitting diode (LED) 
lamps are being installed this summer to 
replace bulbs in school parking lot light 
poles, as well as those mounted on build-
ings that light pathways in and around 
schools and support buildings.

LED lamps are expected to last 20 to 25 
years, depending on the number of hours 
used, Frentress said.

“The new lights will improve the quality 
and coverage of exterior lighting for a 
safer campus,” he said.

The improved lighting will also help 
drivers, especially when it’s dark or 
foggy, to see pedestrians in school 
parking lot drop-off and pick-up zones, 
Frentress said.

Furthermore, the lights are directional, 
which means they can be angled to light 

up specifi c areas on campus. This, in 
turn, reduces light pollution in residential 
communities around schools.

LED lamps also won’t have to be pur-
chased and changed as often, Frentress 
said, which will reduce the amount of 
staff time spent on replacements.

Automated pool covers

New automated pool covers will reduce 
the amount of energy it takes to heat the 
high school pools and reduce evaporation 
rates, Frentress said. 

Evaporation creates moisture, which can 
cause damage such as corrosion and dry 
rot inside the building over time, Frent-
ress said.

“It’s a serious problem,” he said. “Build-
ings can deteriorate from the inside out.”

The automated pool covers are easy to 

operate and deploy in two to three min-
utes, Frentress said.

Heating and cooling systems

Upgrades will be made to high school 
heating and cooling systems, reducing 
temperature fl uctuations and increasing 
comfort levels in the Rogers High Com-
mons, Puyallup High gym, and Emerald 
Ridge High classrooms.

The Rogers High Commons, for ex-
ample, has high ceilings. Heat rises to the 
top and takes time to work its way down 
to spaces occupied by students and staff, 
Frentress said.

“It’s wasting energy to heat the unoccu-
pied portion of the room,” he said.

Improvements will cause the air to mix 
more evenly and provide more comfort 
for those studying or eating in the Com-
mons, he said.

Students swim laps during a Puyallup High School P.E. class last 
spring. The school will join Rogers High in getting automated pool 
covers this fall that will save energy and control moisture damage. 
A state energy grant is also funding outdoor lighting improvements 
and upgrades to some heating and cooling systems.

Ferrucci Junior High counselor 
John Frazier (right) holds an 
engraved plaque presented by 
the school district’s Chief Equity 
and Achievement Offi cer Gerald 
Denman.

District recognized 
for outstanding 
communications

Ashley 
Hearron
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Editor’s note: This is the next in a series of “Everyday Heroes” articles appearing 
in each issue of Connections. The articles feature students who go above and beyond 
to make their school or community a better place. Employees throughout the school 
district nominate students for the recognition. The name of each student nominated is 
featured on the“Everyday Heroes” Web page on the district website at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us.

Brennah Llanos is described as a leader 
among her peers.

“She goes out of her way to make sure 
others feel included,” said Ballou Junior 
High English teacher Tamara Chipps and 
social studies teacher Troy Halfaday. “Ev-
eryone considers Brennah their friend. In 
her eyes, there is no excuse for not help-
ing others.”

At lunch, it’s common to see Brennah, 
who starts eighth grade this year at Ballou 
Junior High, sitting and chatting with 
students who have special needs. She also 
seeks out and eats lunch with classmates 
who are sitting by themselves.

“I don’t want anyone to be left out,” she 
said. “You can’t judge people by what you 
think you know about them. You have to 
get to know their heart fi rst.”

The teen also goes above and beyond in 
all of her classes, her teachers say, despite 
medical issues that she has to overcome 
on a daily basis. 

Brennah was born with McCune-Albright 
Syndrome, a rare genetic disease that 
affects the bones and skin. She has six tu-
mors on the left side of her skull surround-
ing the optic nerve in her brain.

The disease causes her to mix up her 

words sometimes, she said, adding she 
had extensive speech therapy through-
out her preschool and elementary school 
years. She also suffers from scoliosis, 
an abnormal curvature of the spine, and 
stopped growing earlier than most of her 
peers. 

The 13-year-old refuses to let her medical 
issues interfere with her drive to excel in 
her classes, athletics, and other extracur-
ricular activities.

Brennah sings in the school choir and 
competed last year in multiple junior 
high sports including basketball, track 
and fi eld, and 
fl ag football. She 
also played soc-
cer after school 
with the Franklin 
Pierce Soccer 
Club Fury, Black.

“I’m not letting 
my disease get in 
the way of what I 
want to do,” she 
said. “I just fi ght 
for it, and I don’t 
give up.”

In addition to 
helping her school 
classmates, Bren-
nah is committed 
to serving her 
community. In 
winter, she pulls a wagon through her 
neighborhood to collect food for people 
in need.

Her love for animals inspired her in 
recent summers to set up a lemonade 
stand and donate the earnings to the local 
animal shelter. She also asks family and 

friends to donate to the Humane Society 
instead of giving her birthday gifts.

Brennah enjoys playing with her dog, 
“Wags,” a Border Collie-Labrador 
Retriever mix she adopted at the animal 
shelter, and her Siamese cat, “Angel-
Bell.” A neighbor cat also regularly 
follows her to the school bus stop, she 
said, and waits for her to arrive back at 
home.

Her career interests include being a pro-
fessional athlete in basketball or soccer, 
working as a veterinarian, or becoming 
an FBI investigator.

“Integrity and determination are the two 
words that I would use to describe Bren-
nah,” said Ballou Junior High Principal 
Krista Bates.

Chipps and Halfaday added, “Regardless of 
the distractions life brings, it is Brennah’s 
humility and courage that we most admire.”

Students compete in annual track meets

More than 1,300 students competed 
in the annual district elementary 
track meet and the 25th Annual 
Special Spring Track Meet at 
Sparks Stadium in May and June. 
See additional photos on the district 
website.

Photos (clockwise from top left): 
Fruitland Elementary student 
Nolan Meekhof passes the baton to 
classmate David Vitt, Shaw Road 
Elementary student Clara Esparza-
Crossman and Spinning Elementary 
student Ryan Tungate cross the 
fi nish line, Brouillet Elementary 
student Alex Pak fl ies through the 
air while doing the long jump, and 
Rogers High student Taylor Whit-
ney races with help from a family 
member.

Volunteer reading and 
math tutors needed
Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
(CISP) is seeking volunteers to tutor el-
ementary students in reading and math.

Reading tutors are needed to assist 
students enrolled in the Good Samaritan 
Readers program.

The program serves students identifi ed 
by teachers as needing extra help with 
reading skills in grades one through three 
at Karshner, Stewart, and Sunrise elemen-
tary schools and in grades one and two at 
Waller Road and Pope elementary schools.

Volunteers are asked to commit to about 
one hour a week on a set schedule 
between October and June. Tutoring ses-
sions are generally held between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m.

After-school math tutors coordinated 
by CISP are also needed at Karshner, 
Stewart, and Sunrise elementary schools. 
Volunteers are asked to work with sixth 
graders for one hour two days a week for 
10 weeks.

Training is provided for reading and math 
tutors. If interested in volunteering, con-
tact CISP at (253) 840-8917.

Communities In Schools 
of Puyallup earns 
national accreditation
Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
(CISP), a local nonprofi t organization that 
empowers students to stay in school and 
achieve in life, learned this summer that it 
has achieved national accreditation.

Read more about the national recognition 
on the school district website.

Ballou Junior High student Brennah Llanos goes 
out of her way to include others.


