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District explores moving some sixth graders to junior highs
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I N S I D E

Stahl Junior High School leadership students and Principal Troy 
Hodge welcome students as they arrive at school. The district is 
exploring the idea of moving sixth graders from Zeiger Elementary 
to Stahl Junior High starting in September in an effort to relieve 
elementary crowding.

Elementary school crowding

The school board will continue discus-
sion and possibly act later this month on 
options to relieve crowding in schools, 
including a staff proposal to move sixth 
graders at some of the most heavily im-
pacted schools to junior high schools with 
available space.

The board will address crowding in 
schools at its regular 
board meetings on 
January 5 and 20, 
with possible action 
to follow on January 
20. The board will 
also review options to 
address growth at its 
January 15 board study session.
 
The meetings on January 5 and 20 begin 
at 6 p.m. at Ferrucci Junior High, 3213 
Wildwood Park Drive, Puyallup. The study 
session starts at 8:30 a.m. on January 15 
at the school district’s Education Service 
Center, 302 Second St. S.E., Puyallup.

The public is invited to email comments 
and questions about this issue to: 
growthfeedback@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Elementary schools that would be in-
cluded in the sixth-grade moves are those 
that are most affected by high enrollment 
and are projected to continue to grow in 
subsequent years.

The proposed moves, which would begin 

in fall 2015, are intended to provide relief 
to elementary schools that have reached 
what Chief Operations Offi cer Rudy Fyles 
calls the “breaking point.”

In some cases, schools are serving several 
hundred students beyond the number they 
were built to serve. This number is com-
monly referred to as a school’s “perma-

nent building capacity.”

Zeiger Elementary, for 
example, is serving 
830 students this fall in 
a school built for 550 
children. This school 
on South Hill has more 

temporary classrooms (12) on its campus 
than any of the district’s other 20 elemen-
tary schools.

Just over a mile away, Woodland Elemen-
tary serves nearly 700 students in a school 
also built for 550.

“We are approaching a crisis, especially at 
the elementary level, and I don’t use that 
term lightly,” Fyles said. 

And more students are on the way.

Enrollment growth projections

Enrollment projections call for continued 
surging growth throughout the district 
over the next decade, with an additional 
1,600 students expected to arrive in Puyal-

lup schools in the next fi ve years. Most 
of this growth — 1,050 children — is 
projected at the elementary level.

For the fi rst time in many years, projec-
tions also call for signifi cant enrollment 
growth on North Hill, which will be im-
pacted by new homes built in Edgewood 
and neighboring Fife.

“We have little or no space,” Fyles said. 
“We need about 10 more classrooms every 
year for the next fi ve years districtwide to 
house students in our hardest hit schools, 
especially at the elementary level.”

With more than 22,250 students in 32 
schools, the Puyallup School District 
is the second largest district in Pierce 
County and the eighth largest in the state.

Superintendent Tim Yeomans told the 
board last month that the district experi-
enced a year’s worth of enrollment growth 
in the fi rst month of this school year 
alone.

“We have far exceeded our built capacity,” 
Yeomans said. “This issue needs immedi-
ate attention, and our options are some-
what limited in how we can address it.”

Growing pains

All available spaces within crowded 

schools, including areas formerly used as 
small workrooms, gym stages, or meeting 
places for educational support specialists, 
have been converted to teaching spaces to 
try and ease burgeoning enrollment, Fyles 
said.

Many of the district’s 21 elementary 
schools have also responded to growth 
over the past decade by adding temporary 
portable classrooms; however, most have 
run out of room on their campuses to add 
more of the detached units.

Puyallup has among the most of these 
temporary classrooms and support spaces 
(232) compared to all school districts 
statewide.

A temporary classroom only provides half 
of the space necessary to meet educational 
needs, Fyles said. Students who attend 
classes in the detached units must still 
come into the permanent school building 
to use the gym, library, restrooms, and 
cafeteria, see the school counselor and 
nurse, and attend school assemblies. 

Because only a handful of elementary 
schools have cafeterias, most students in 
kindergarten through grade six, no matter 
what the weather, carry their lunches from 
the main school building to temporary 

Cars snake through the Woodland Elementary School parking lot 
and back up onto adjacent 112th Street East daily as parents pick 
up students at dismissal. This month the school board will discuss 
a proposal to ease crowding at Woodland Elementary by moving its 
sixth graders to Aylen Junior High in fall 2015.

“We are approaching a crisis, 
especially at the elementary 
level.”

Rudy Fyles
Chief Operations Offi cer
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Questions and complaints 
of alleged discrimination may 
be directed to Amie Brandmire, 
execut ive  d i rec tor  of  human 
resources, employee relations, and 
school support (253) 841-8764; chief 
equity and achievement offi cer (253) 
840-8966; Title IX coordinator (253) 
841-8785; or Section 504 coordinator 
(253) 841-8700.

School board elects 
new offi cers in
annual reorganization

Newly elected Puyallup School Board offi cers (from left) 
Washington State School Directors Association large school 
district and legislative representative Kathy Yang, Vice 
President Dane Looker, President Pat Donovan, and Legislative 
Representative Pat Jenkins.

Strengthening educational opportunities  

There are some very positive aspects to 
growth in our greater Puyallup commu-
nity. As more families arrive, there are a 
growing number of patrons who shop in 
our stores, buy cars, purchase homes, and 
keep the economic future of Puyallup 
vibrant. Many families locating in our 
community have school-age children and 
cite the quality of Puyallup schools as 
one of their primary reasons for moving 
to the area.

The Puyallup School District is a proud 
partner in our community. The district 
contributes more than $200 million to the 
local community annually and employs 
more than 3,000 people in full- and part-
time jobs. We take pride that our school 
district facilities are heavily used by out-
side groups in Pierce County and are the 
underpinning of recreational programs in 
the cities of Puyallup and Edgewood.

The school board and the district have 
worked diligently to be good stewards of 
the funds that the community has provided 
through school bond and levy elections. 
The board has been clear that as we move 
forward, our direction will include maxi-
mizing the use of our existing school sites.

For example, the district will continue 

to serve students at its three comprehen-
sive high schools rather than poten-
tially building and operating a fourth. A 
Citizens Bond Planning Committee has 
been working the past year to identify 
facility needs districtwide, taking into 
account how to maximize the use of 
state matching funds from voter-ap-
proved bond measures.

After working our way through the 
recession and adjusting to growth 
the past 11 years by using temporary 
instructional spaces (At 232, Puyallup 
has among the most temporary class-
rooms and support spaces in the state), 
the district is simply out of instructional 
space at our elementary schools. In a 
very short number of years, this impact 
will also be felt at our junior high and 
high schools.

Presently there are more than 1,000 homes 
under construction or in the fi nal stages 
of development in our district. This will 
apply even greater pressure to our existing 
school facilities.

The district has been diligent in plan-
ning and projecting the need for addi-
tional educational space. Very simply, 
the need is now upon us. The district has 
proposed school bond measures to ad-
dress these needs four times since 2007, 
yet all fell short of the supermajority of 
votes required for passage. I encourage 
each of our citizens to become informed 
about the rapid growth in our schools 
and measures being taken to address 
overcrowding (see article that begins on 
page one in this issue of Connections).

Great communities have great schools. 
It is in all of our interest to be well-
informed about the issues that have the 
potential to impact the long-term future 
of the wonderful community in which 
we live. Thank you for taking the time 
to be informed, and we are very willing 
to answer any questions. A special email 
address has been set up to respond to 
questions about growth. We welcome 
your comments at:
growthfeedback@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Some of the most enjoyable and enlight-
ening activities as a school board member 
are the visits we make each month to 
schools. Each member individually gets 
to observe students and chat with staff 
members while touring a school or other 
district facility such as one of the trans-
portation centers or the central kitchen. On 
a couple of my more recent visits, I found 
myself thinking about Travis Ishikawa.

Fans of Major League Baseball might rec-
ognize the name. Ishikawa plays for the 

San Francisco Giants, and this fall he had 
a starring role in their run to the World 
Series championship, including a game-
winning home run in one of their National 
League playoff games.

About 10 years ago, I was working for a 
King County newspaper that sponsored 
a scholarship awards program for high 
school seniors in that community. Ishika-
wa was chosen for one of the scholarships 
as a standout student athlete at Federal 
Way High School. His academic and 
athletic credentials were impressive, but 
what I remember most about him was the 
poise, maturity, and grace he exhibited 
far beyond what might be expected at that 
age. He was the only one of the students 
we were honoring that year who made the 
effort to seek out each of the newspaper’s 
representatives during the awards presen-
tation at a hotel banquet room, shake our 
hands, and thank us. 

I’ve met many of the countless students 
in our Puyallup schools who have the 
same traits that Ishikawa possessed as a 
future World Series hero. Few, if any, will 
become national sports stars, but student 
after student has had and will continue to 
have great success in their own right in 
their professional and personal lives.

So as I spent some time recently at Pope 
and Karshner elementary schools, I found 
myself thinking about how the bright 
young students there and throughout our 
school district are on their way to adding 
their talents and contributions to our com-
munity and the world at large. Each one of 
us can help them along the way by doing 
everything possible to meet and exceed 
the challenge of sustaining and strength-
ening their educational opportunities in 
Puyallup now and for many more years to 
come. The rewards that are reaped will far 
outweigh the sacrifi ces.

Each year in December, the Puyallup 
School Board elects offi cers for the com-
ing year.

Offi cers serve from December through 
the following November.

This year, the board changed its practice 
and elected four offi cers rather than the 
traditional three positions.

By unanimous vote, the board elected the 
following.

• Pat Donovan, president.
• Dane Looker, vice president.
• Pat Jenkins, legislative representative.
• Kathy Yang, Washington State School 

Directors Association (WSSDA) 
large school district and legislative 
representative.
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Kindergarten registration begins March 17 Kindergarten
information meetings
set in February

Educators earn 
National Board 
Certifi cation

School transfer 
application due dates

Kindergarten registration begins the evening 
of March 17 for students who will enter the 
district for the fi rst time in fall 2015.

Evening registration will be from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 17.

Daytime registration begins on Wednes-
day, March 18 and continues through the 
remainder of the school year. Check with 
local schools for daytime registration 
hours, as times may vary.

Parents of all students entering kinder-
garten should register at their neighbor-
hood school or at the school near their 
daycare center. Early registration is 
necessary to plan for appropriate staff-
ing levels.

Kindergarten registration packets are 
available at elementary schools the week 
prior to registration but will not be ac-
cepted until registration begins.

Registration information required

The following are required at the time of 
registration:
•  Proof of the child’s birthday, such as 

a birth certifi cate. Children must be 
fi ve years old on or before August 
31, 2015 to be eligible to register for 
kindergarten. The district does not test 
for early entrance.

• Proof of address (recent utility bill, 
lease agreement, etc.).

•  Proof that the child has had the state 
required immunizations, including the 
dates given.

School immunizations

Immunizations required by 
state law are listed on the 
school district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On 
the Home page, point to De-
partments, click Special Ser-
vices, click Health Services, 
and then click Vaccination 
Information in the right pane.

Required immunizations can 
be obtained from a family 
physician or by contacting 
the Mary Bridge Mobile 
Immunization Clinic at (253) 
403-1767.

Free child immunizations for 
infants through age 18 are 
also available at the Multi-
Care Immunization Clinic at 
the South Hill Mall in Puyal-
lup (visit the health depart-
ment website listed below for 
clinic times and dates).

Shot records are required at 
the MultiCare Immunization 
Clinic, and children must be 
accompanied by a parent or 
legal guardian. 

Other free Pierce County immunization 
sites are listed on the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Health Department website at 
www.tpchd.org/resources/immunizations. 

Nine Puyallup educators have earned 
National Board Certifi cation — one of 
the highest recognitions in the education 
profession — this past year.

The Puyallup School Board will recog-
nize the educators at its February 2 
meeting. The board meeting begins 
at 6 p.m. at Glacier View Junior High 
School, 12807 184th St. E., Puyallup.

The honored educators’ names and 
schools are listed on the district website.

Families of children who will start kin-
dergarten in September 2015 are invited 
to hear an overview of kindergarten, 
including readiness and registration 
information, at meetings scheduled in 
February.

The same information will be pre-
sented at each of the scheduled parent 
meetings, including one arranged for 
Spanish-speaking families. Parents are 
encouraged to attend the meeting on the 
date listed below that corresponds with 
the school where their child will attend 
kindergarten. The meetings will be held 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Brouillet, Carson, Firgrove, and Zei-
ger elementary school families
Tuesday, February 3
Zeiger Elementary School
13008 94th Ave. E., Puyallup

Meeker, Mt. View, Northwood, Shaw 
Road, Spinning, and Stewart elemen-
tary school families
Thursday, February 5
Shaw Road Elementary School
1106 Shaw Road, Puyallup

Fruitland, Karshner, Maplewood, 
Waller Road, Wildwood, and Wood-
land elementary school families
Tuesday, February 10
Woodland Elementary School
7707 112th St. E., Puyallup

Edgerton, Hunt, Pope, Ridgecrest, 
and Sunrise elementary school 
families
Thursday, February 12
Hunt Elementary School
12801 144th St. E., Puyallup

Spanish-speaking elementary
school families
Tuesday, February 24
First Presbyterian Church
412 W. Pioneer Ave., Puyallup

January 12 is the deadline to submit 
in-district junior high and high school 
transfer applications for optimal place-
ment in the 2015-16 school year.

March 2 is the deadline for elementary-
level transfer applications within the 
Puyallup School District.

In-district students already attending 
a school on a transfer do not need to 
resubmit an application unless they plan 
to change schools.

Applications are available in schools 
throughout the district and on the dis-
trict website.

Firgrove HOPE Club draws high interest 
More than 130 Firgrove Elementary 
students in grades three through six are 
eager to stay after school twice a week 
this year to get help with homework, focus 
on character building, and do fun enrich-
ment activities such as technology, music, 
cooking, art, and gardening.

Since the free program started in Octo-
ber, more than half of the school’s third 
through sixth graders have applied for and 
been accepted to participate. Bus trans-
portation home is also offered at no cost 
to students in the Firgrove Elementary 
attendance area.

“I like it because people help me with 
my homework,” said fi fth grader Emily 
Camacho Zaldivar.

Classmate Pili Gomez added, “It’s fun 
because I get to be here with my friends.”

“Have Only Positive Expectations” 
(HOPE) Club is possible this year thanks 
to a 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Program grant awarded to Firgrove 
Elementary.

The grant focuses on 
creating a community 
learning center environ-
ment where academic 
and enrichment op-
portunities are offered 
to students and their 
families.

The goal is to provide 
the opportunities after 
school hours and offer 
students, especially 
those who are learning 
the English language or 
who are in high-poverty 
schools, help with their 
academics and a choice 
of extracurricular activi-
ties.

Meeting students’ 
needs

Firgrove Elementary 
School’s enrollment data this year makes 
it a perfect match for the grant, said Prin-
cipal Kristen Schroeder.

A third of the 560 students enrolled, for 
example, are learning the English lan-
guage, commonly referred to as English 
Language Learners (ELL). The majority 
of those 200 students speak Spanish or 
Korean as their native language, Schro-
eder said.

The school also has among the most stu-
dents — 65 percent — districtwide who 
qualify for a free or reduced-price lunch 
program.

Additionally, the school has a high mobil-
ity rate — the number of students who 
frequently move in or out of the atten-
dance area. A student whose family moves 
often and also attends a school with a high 
mobility rate can fall as much as two years 
behind academically by the time they 
reach fi fth grade, Schroeder said. 

“I am so excited about HOPE Club,” said 
Schroeder, who offered the same program 
in a neighboring school district before 

continued on page 4

Firgrove Elementary students (from left) Hailey Riddle and Dahlia 
Saltos make tissue paper fl owers as a gift to school custodians 
during an after-school HOPE Club art activity.

Spinning Elementary kindergartner David 
Wolff helps classmates recite the alphabet 
while teacher Sara Clerget-Pricco looks on.

Fourth graders (from left) Joshua Rebollar and 
Adair Castorena work on homework during 
Firgrove Elementary School’s HOPE Club.
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Student athletes excelled this fall in 
academics and athletics, winning two aca-
demic state team championships and two 
fi rst-place titles in girls swimming.

State championships during the fall athlet-
ics and activities season include:
• Class 4A State Academic Champion, 

Rogers High School varsity boys cross 
country team, with a cumulative team 
grade point average (GPA) of 3.845.

• Class 4A State Academic Champion, 
Puyallup High School varsity girls 
soccer team, with a cumulative team 
GPA of 3.797.

• First place 200-yard freestyle relay, 
Puyallup High School girls swim team 
members Olivia Wood, Amy Kiuchi, 
Mackenzie Mergel, and Lindsey 

Student athletes win state titles in academics, athletics
Muiznieks.

• First place 50-yard freestyle, Emerald 
Ridge High School girls swim team 
member Alana Pries.

The school board recognized the state 
champions, many of whom attended the 
December 1 Puyallup School Board meet-
ing. Rick Wells, executive director of ath-
letics, health, and fi tness, called all of the 
student athletes to the front of the room as 
he recognized their state titles.

In his fall sports season report, Wells also 
announced that Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, 
and Rogers high schools won numerous 
academic awards for high team grade 
point averages (GPAs) during the fall 
athletics and activities season. 

The state recognizes 
teams with a “Dis-
tinguished Academic 
Award” for team GPAs 
of 3.0-3.4, and an 
“Outstanding Academic 
Award” for team GPAs 
of 3.5-4.0.

“I am so impressed that 
nearly all of our var-
sity sports teams have 
achieved outstanding or 
distinguished academic 
excellence on a state-
wide level,” Wells said. 
“This excellence is also 
evident among students 
who compete on our 
junior varsity and C 
teams. Congratulations 
to the hard work of our 
student athletes.” 

Other fall season sports highlights include:
• The Emerald Ridge High volleyball, 

football, boys cross country, and boys 
golf teams, and the Puyallup High swim 
and boys tennis teams, won the South 
Puget Sound League (SPSL) South 
Division championship in their respective 
sports after undefeated league play.

• Several students medaled in the top 
eight at state in girls swimming. They 
include: Emerald Ridge High: Alana 
Pries, second place 100-yard freestyle; 
Puyallup High: Lindsay Muiznieks, 
fi fth place 100-yard butterfl y; 
Mackenzie Mergel, sixth place 
100-yard breaststroke; Olivia Wood, 
Amy Kiuchi, Mackenzie Mergel, and 
Lindsey Muiznieks, second place 400-
yard freestyle relay.

• The SPSL South Division recognized 
eight district athletic coaches for their 
achievements during the fall athletic 
season. The league selected Puyallup 
High girls cross country coach Sandy 
Monaghan as Co-Coach of the Year 
and the following as Coaches of the 
Year: Puyallup High School boys 
tennis coach Brooks Hazen, Emerald 
Ridge High boys cross country 
coach Gary Osborne, and Emerald 
Ridge High football coaches Brian 
Anderson, Torey Donovan, Darren 
Erath, Troy Halfaday, and Adam 
Schakel.

Read more about team and individual 
high school athletic accomplishments in a 
fall sports season summary on the school 
district website.

Puyallup High swimmers (from left) Olivia Wood, Amy Kiuchi, 
Mackenzie Mergel, and Lindsey Muiznieks won the state 
championship in the 200-yard freestyle relay.

photo courtesy of  Tabitha Messineo

coming to Puyallup. “Our parents are 
hard-working, and my vision as a leader 
is to have our school be a community 
center where family needs are met.”

HOPE Club

The fi ve-year grant supports an after-
school program during the fi rst year, some 
family/education nights, and an extended 
learning program this summer. 

HOPE Club will be expanded in future 
years to include opportunities such as a 
morning breakfast club for ELL students, 
junior high and high school volunteers 
and tutors, and parenting or other adult 
education classes.

The school district is partnering with 
the Puget Sound Educational Service 
District (PSESD), as well as the local 
YMCA, college work-study programs, 
and volunteers to support the program 
with staffi ng and materials.

Several Firgrove Elementary classroom 
teachers have also been hired to provide 
direct instruction and help students dur-
ing the fi rst hour set aside for homework.

HOPE Club activities are held after 
school in the Firgrove Elementary class-
rooms, Family Resource Center, com-
puter lab, and gym.

About 65 third and fourth graders are 
grouped on two weekdays, followed by 
another 65 fi fth and sixth graders on two 
alternate days. The program begins with a 
snack for each student, an hour of home-
work, followed by enrichment activities.

Firgrove Elementary was selected to 
receive the grant because of its work to 

intentionally address improved student 
achievement, said Chrys Sweeting, the 
school district’s assistant superintendent 
of instruction, learning, curriculum, and 
assessment.

This past year, for example, the school 
made signifi cant gains in every subject 
and at every grade level tested (grades 
3-6) on the Measurement of Student Prog-
ress (MSP) math, reading, and writing 
state assessment.
 
Students take the lead

Walter Stanford, expanded learning coor-
dinator with PSESD, leads the Firgrove 
Elementary program and is on campus all 
four weekdays that the program is offered.
Stanford said he strongly believes in hav-
ing the club be “student-driven.”

On the fi rst day of HOPE Club this fall, 
for example, he welcomed a group of stu-

dent leaders chosen by their teachers to 
be program role models. After explain-
ing the club’s purpose, he asked them to 
create a list of behavior expectations for 
all club members to follow.

Each week, Stanford reminds all HOPE 
Club members to look for students who 
are demonstrating positive behavior, 
such as sharing a kind word, picking up 
an item someone dropped, or helping 
peers with their homework.

Students who notice something posi-
tive are asked to fi ll out a colorful “I 
Saw You!” notecard listing the person’s 
name, what the student did, and what 
the person thought of the gesture. Those 
cards are then delivered to the students 
who performed the good deeds.

“This is a safe, nurturing place for stu-
dents,” he said. “The kids are excited to 
be part of this program.”
 

Firgrove HOPE Club
continued from page 3

The March Gladness community service 
program coordinated by Communities In 
Schools of Puyallup marks its 10th an-
niversary this year.

The community is 
invited to support 
the 2015 “A De-
cade of Service” 
March Gladness 
campaign, which 
begins this month 
and continues 
through March. 

A list of service projects, fundrais-
ers, and collection drives throughout 
the school district and community are 
posted on the March Gladness website 
at www.marchgladness.org.

March Gladness 
marks decade of 
community service

For the third consecutive year, Communi-
ties In Schools of Puyallup (CISP) has 
been nominated for an annual “Rising 
Star” award presented by the Puyallup-
Sumner Chamber of Commerce.

The chamber presented CISP Executive 
Director Jan Mauk with a certifi cate of 
recognition last month and announced the 
organization as one of fi ve nominees for 
“Nonprofi t of the Year.”
 
The award winner will be announced at 
the chamber’s annual Rising Star Awards 
Breakfast on January 22 at the Pioneer 
Park Pavilion.

Communities In 
Schools nominated for 
‘Rising Star’ award

Firgrove Elementary third grader Perla Andres works on 
homework during a new after-school HOPE Club for students in 
grades three through six.

Emerald Ridge High swimmer Alana Pries, 
shown here competing earlier this year in the 
200-yard individual medley, won the state title 
in the 50-yard freestyle.

photo courtesy of Aspen Sellers
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The Puyallup School Board has been 
named a Board of Distinction in Washing-
ton state.

Puyallup is one of 17 school boards from 
among 295 school districts statewide 
selected to receive the recognition this 
year from the Washington State School 
Directors Association (WSSDA).

This is the fi fth time in the past six years 
that Puyallup has received the honor.

The fi ve-member Puyallup School Board 
was recognized on November 20 at the 
annual WSSDA conference in Spokane. 

Superintendent Tim Yeomans attended 
the ceremony and said, “We are very 
fortunate to have a school board which is 
directly involved in sponsoring the work 
of improving instruction, student growth, 
and achievement.”

Chris Ihrig, who was president of the 
board last year, added, “We are honored to 
be recognized as a Board of Distinction, 
but we are most excited that this award is 
an acknowledgment of the amazing team 
of administrators, teachers, support staff, 
and community members that we are 
privileged to collaborate and partner with 
in a common vision to bring educational 
excellence to our students.”

The award, announced locally at last 
month’s school board meeting, recog-
nizes the work of school board directors 

Pat Donovan, Chris Ihrig, Pat Jenkins, 
Dane Looker, and Kathy Yang.

Board honored as state Board of Distinction

The Puyallup School Board has been selected as a 2014 Board of 
Distinction in Washington state. Members include (front row from 
left): Last year’s Vice President Pat Donovan, President Chris Ihrig, 
and Legislative Representative Pat Jenkins. Back row from left: 
Directors Dane Looker and Kathy Yang.

A new program that offers a challenging 
science and literacy curriculum to highly 
capable students in kindergarten through 
grade two is winning praise from parents 
and students alike.

It has students yearning for more in class 
and talking excitedly with parents at home 
about apex predators, invertebrates, and 
pygmy seahorses.

“These kids are bright and they are in-
quisitive,” said Natalie Dennis, one of two 
district paraeducators, commonly referred 
to as teaching assistants, who have been 
trained to work with students in the new 
“Young Scholars” program.

“You see their higher-level thinking all the 
time, and they are teaching each other,” 
she said.

More than 140 students have been ac-
cepted this fall into the Young Scholars 
enrichment program. The new offering 
started with grades one and two in Sep-
tember and expands this month to include 
kindergartners districtwide.

K-2 enrichment program

Students who are tested and identifi ed as 
highly capable meet in small groups for 
30 minutes of higher-level science lessons 
twice each week outside of their regular 
classroom but at their same school.

A team of teachers who have experience 
working with highly capable students met 

Young scholars program serves highly capable students
last summer to develop the Young Scholars 
lesson plans. The veteran educators chose 
animals as the theme for this school year.

“We felt animals would speak to their 
interest and keep their curiosity going,” 
said Nancy Velazquez, coordinator of the 
school district’s highly capable programs.

Based on the fi rst few months, parents 
of the young scholars report that their 
children are excited about what they are 
learning — so much so they will ran-
domly discuss different interesting facts at 
dinner or at bedtime.

“He tells me about animals and their habi-
tats all the time,” said Jamie Disch, whose 
son Jayden is in the program at Wildwood 
Elementary. “The material is totally cap-
turing his interest.”

Classmate McKenzie Heeb also likes to 
share her newest animal facts.

“We’ll be sitting at dinner and she’ll 
randomly spout out some fact from the 
Young Scholars class that day, such as the 
habitat of the pygmy seahorse is in coral,” 
said her mother, Michelle. “She’s added to 
her already large vocabulary with words 
such as organism, nutrients, vertebrates, 
and invertebrates.”

One recent morning at Fruitland Elemen-
tary, paraeducator Brenna Howard taught 
second graders how animals protect 
themselves when in danger. In the process, 
students learned what it means to be noc-

turnal or have 
a skin color 
that blends in 
with the sur-
roundings.

Young Schol-
ars lessons 
incorporate 
a variety of 
learning ma-
terials such 
as books, 
worksheets, 
videos, 
fl ashcards, 
computers, 
and direct 
instruction. 

Students are asked to write in complete 
sentences and keep a portfolio (paper 
folder) of their work.
 
The Academic Booster Club, which sup-
ports the school district’s highly capable 
programs, also purchased a subscription to 
National Geographic Explorer Magazine 
for children. Young Scholars can take 
the magazine home to study more about 
animals discussed in class.

Educators also send home a brief synopsis 
of information learned in class at least 
once each week. The communication in-
cludes key vocabulary words and optional 
activities to do at home, including science 
experiments and website links to study 
related information.

“All of the materials are designed to help 
students develop a rich vocabulary and en-
courage them to think deeply,” Velazquez 
said. 

Acceptance into the program

Multiple criteria are used to determine 
which students are accepted into the 
Young Scholars program and whether or 
not they are guaranteed admission the fol-

lowing year, Velazquez said.

Criteria for fi rst and second graders 
include a cognitive abilities test that chal-
lenges students to think and reason with 
words, numbers, and shapes.

A reading comprehension test, a writing 
assessment, various school assessments, 
and teacher and parent observations are 
also considered.

Kindergartners were observed during the 
fi rst few months of school this fall and 
then given pre-reading tests to determine, 
for example, if they recognized the dif-
ference between a letter and a symbol, 
Velazquez said.

Characteristics of highly capable students 
include, but are not limited to: Learns 
quickly and easily, is an early reader with 
a rich vocabulary, has a large knowledge 
base, has an excellent memory, recognizes 
cause and effect relationships and pat-
terns, enjoys learning new things, and has 
keen observation skills.

Applications for all Highly Capable pro-
grams offered in this school district are on 
the district website.

High school options 
survey results to be 
shared this month
An advisory committee that has been 
studying highly rigorous academic 
program options as possible alternatives 
to the traditional high school experi-
ence will submit a report of its work, 
including results of a recent community 
survey, to the school board this month.

The 17-member High School Academic 
Options Lead Team, made up of com-
munity members, students, and educa-
tors, began meeting last May and will 
report to the Puyallup School Board on 
January 20. 

The board meeting begins at 6 p.m. at 
Ferrucci Junior High, 3213 Wildwood 
Park Drive, Puyallup. 

The report to the board will include 
results of an online survey fi lled out in 
November by students, parents, com-
munity members, and school district 
employees. The survey asked partici-
pants to rate their interest in academic 
programs such as arts and creative 
technologies, international studies, and 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEM).

Paraeducator Natalie Dennis (above) presents a lesson about birds 
to Wildwood Elementary students enrolled in a new Young Scholars 
program for highly capable students. Below: Paraeducator Brenna 
Howard asks Fruitland Elementary Young Scholars about leopards.   
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portable classrooms.

Woodland Elementary Principal Heather 
McMullen said lack of space is especially 
acute this year. For the fi rst time in many 
years, music classes are held in a makeshift 
walled-off room formerly used as the stage.

It’s also typical, she said, to have sup-
port staff moved to multiple locations 
before fi nding an available space to serve 
students. On a recent afternoon this fall, 
an audiologist moved twice — fi rst from 
the library to the computer lab, and again 
from the computer lab to the assistant 
principal’s offi ce, before fi nding a quiet 
place to test students’ hearing.

Parents also complain about long lines 
of cars that snake 
through the Wood-
land Elementary 
parking lot and 
onto the adjacent 
112th Street East 
as they pick up 
students at the end 
of the school day. 
While the traffi c 
problem in the 
parking lot has 
been ongoing for 
years, it is exacer-
bated by the surging enrollment.

Some arrive at school as much as an hour 
ahead of dismissal to have their cars near 
the front of the student pickup line, Mc-
Mullen said.

“I love my daughter’s teacher and staff, 
but the parking is really hard,” said parent 
Sylvia Baugher. “You can’t park in the lot 
and expect to get out with the line of cars 
behind you waiting to pick up students.”

The impact of growth is also evident at 
Zeiger Elementary. A Young Scholars pro-
gram for students in kindergarten through 
grade two, for example, has been forced to 
meet this fall in the principal’s offi ce be-
cause of a lack of meeting space anywhere 
else, said Principal Cari Ake.

Fyles said, “There are no good options 
here. We have little or no space. It’s not 
like we haven’t known and communicated 

with our community that this day was 
coming. Regrettably, we have had a series 
of four failed school bond issues.”

Board considers school bond

It will be 11 years next month (Febru-
ary 2015) since Puyallup School District 
voters last approved a school bond, which 
pays for construction projects such as new 
schools and other capital improvements.

Voters rejected two proposed school 
bond measures in 2007, one in 2009, and 
another in 2013.

School bonds are not to be confused with 
school levies. Last February voters ap-
proved two school levies that addressed 
capital maintenance items like roof repairs 
and replacements, expansion of full-day 
kindergarten, building system improve-
ments, and technology upgrades.

The school board has had discussions 
in recent months 
about the possibil-
ity of returning 
to voters with 
a school bond 
proposal as early as 
November 2015.

Last year it 
commissioned a 
27-member group 
of citizens, stu-
dents, and educa-
tors, known as the 

Citizens Bond Planning Committee, to 
update a 2012 Citizens Facilities Advisory 
Committee report. The plan outlines 12 
years of projected facility and technology 
needs districtwide, beginning in 2014.

The committee is also charged with 
identifying a list of needs, divided into 
three four-year increments, with the most 
pressing facility needs in the fi rst four years 
(2014-2018).

Fyles recently reminded committee mem-
bers that even if the school board submit-
ted a school bond to voters and it was 
approved in 2015 or 2016, it would take 
three years (until 2019), for example, to 
build and open an elementary school.

“Naturally, we need to house those stu-
dents and provide them with a great edu-
cation in the meantime,” Fyles said. “The 
district is developing a plan to provide 
classrooms for those kids now.”

continued from page 1

Elementary school 
overcrowding

Moving elementary students to schools 
where space is available isn’t a new idea 
in the Puyallup School District. Pope El-
ementary sixth graders were moved to the 
Emerald Ridge High School campus from 
2005-2007, for example, to ease crowding 
until Edgerton Elementary opened. 

During those same years, Firgrove El-
ementary moved all of its sixth graders 
and all but one of its fi fth-grade classes 
into temporary classrooms on the Ballou 
Junior High campus.

Proposal to move some sixth
graders to junior highs

Last month, staff presented and the board 
discussed a three-year plan, using a 
phased-in approach to move sixth graders 
at crowded elementary schools into avail-
able space at the junior highs. 

Sixth graders would be moved at the most 
heavily impacted schools fi rst and fol-
lowed by other schools as their enrollment 
also grows. 
 
The plan would affect Sunrise, Woodland, 
and Zeiger elementary students entering 
sixth grade in September 2015. Sunrise 
Elementary sixth graders would attend 
Ferrucci Junior High, Woodland Elemen-
tary students would attend Aylen Junior 
High, and Zeiger Elementary sixth graders 
would attend Stahl Junior High.

Woodland and Zeiger elementary students 

live in neighborhoods where they typi-
cally would attend Ballou Junior High; 
however, that school building has also run 
out of room, Fyles said.

While details such as costs and transporta-
tion are still being worked out, the initial 
proposal shared at last month’s board 
meeting would be to have the Woodland 
and Zeiger elementary students spend 
their sixth-grade year at Aylen or Stahl 
junior high schools, respectively and then 
return to Ballou Junior High for grades 
seven through nine, Fyles said.

The following year (2016-17), Shaw Road 
Elementary sixth graders would move 
to Ferrucci Junior High, with three more 
schools — Edgerton, Northwood, and Mt. 
View elementary schools — moving sixth 
graders to junior high schools in the 2017-
18 school year.

Edgerton Elementary would send its sixth 
graders to Glacier View Junior High, and 
Northwood and Mt. View elementary 
school students would attend sixth grade 
at Edgemont Junior High.

Newly elected school board President 
Pat Donovan shared some concern at last 
month’s board meeting about moving stu-
dents twice in the critical transition years 
from elementary to junior high school. 

“We share that stress with you,” Fyles 
said. “But the reality is we have run out of 
room in our schools.”

Chief Operations Offi cer Rudy Fyles discusses growth and facility 
needs with a Citizens Bond Planning Committee. 

The Puyallup School Board will ad-
dress school crowding and enrollment 
growth at three meetings this month:

January 5: 6 p.m., Ferrucci Junior High; 
regular board meeting
January 15: 8:30 a.m., Education 
Service Center; board study session
January 20: 6 p.m., Ferrucci Junior 
High; regular board meeting

Olivia Klein knows exactly what she 
wants to do after high school, even 
though graduation is still a year and a 
half away.

“I just love cars,” said the teen as she 
reached under the hood to measure bat-
tery voltage. “I plan to go to Bellingham 
Technical College and study to become a 
diesel mechanic and do collision repair.”

In the meantime, Klein plans to learn 
all she can in the Puyallup High School 
automotive program and apply some of 
the new skills to help her father rebuild 
a 1975 custom Ford truck.

Eleventh grader Cole Newsome has 
automotive career dreams of his own.

Newsome is one of just fi ve juniors 
accepted this year into Puyallup High 
School’s advanced automotive class. The 
class of 22 students is mostly made up of 
seniors who have successfully completed 
Auto Tech I and Auto Tech II classes.

“My dream is to one day own my own 
auto shop,” he said.

Klein and Newsome are among 140 

students who have fi lled Puyallup High’s 
automotive classes to capacity this year, 
with more students waiting to get in.

The magnet Career and Technical Edu-

Automotive program is gateway to rewarding careers 

cation (CTE) program, which draws 
high school students from throughout 
the school district, prepares teens for 
technical careers within the automotive 
fi eld.

State-of-the-art technology

The automotive program features 
state-of-the-art equipment used in the 
industry, training from industry experts, 
and hands-on experience using vehicles 
donated by community partners and 
equipped with the latest technology.

Students apply technical knowledge and 
skills learned in class to repair, service, 
and maintain different sizes and makes 
of vehicles in an 8,000-square-foot auto 
shop adjacent to the classroom. 

In the process, students learn about 
brake and electrical systems, engine 
performance and repairs, suspension and 
steering, automatic and manual trans-
missions and drive trains, and heating 
and air-conditioning systems.
 
Students accepted into the advanced 
program have opportunities to work to-
ward nationally recognized Automotive 
Service Excellence (ASE) certifi cations 
before they even leave high school. 
They can also apply for paid internships 
at local dealerships and other automo-

continued on page 7

Puyallup High School automotive students Olivia Klein and Jared 
Watkins measure the battery voltage on one of the cars used for 
training in the school’s Career and Technical Education program.
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Puyallup High School 2008 graduate Adam Dickson has worked the 
past seven years as an automotive technician at Sunset Chevrolet 
in Sumner.

Puyallup High grad fulfi lls lifelong passion as auto technician

Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

As early as fi ve years old, Adam Dickson 
longed for the days when his dad would 
change the oil, check the fl uids, or make 
other simple repairs on the family car.

“I have photos of me at that age standing 
next to him and watching him work under 
the hood,” Dickson said. “I wanted to 
know everything about how cars worked.”

Dickson’s curiosity 
for cars continued 
into his teen years 
when he began to 
repair and competi-
tively race remote 
control cars with his 
grandfather. It was 
during this time, he 
said, that he devel-
oped a keen interest 
in steering, suspen-

sion, and other mechanical system designs 
and adjustments, as well as automotive 
electrical functions.

When it came time for Dickson to begin 
high school, the teen applied for a waiver 
to Puyallup High School — the only school 
in the district that offers an extensive au-
tomotive program as part of its Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) offerings.

The district’s CTE “magnet” programs 
allow a student like Dickson, who lived 
in the Emerald Ridge High attendance 
area, to transfer to a different district high 
school in order to enroll in specialized 
CTE courses.

Dickson’s three years in the automotive 
program, as well as his volunteer work 
in the school’s Viking Motorsports Auto 
Club, helped him to secure a paid intern-
ship at the end of his junior year at Sunset 
Chevrolet in Sumner.

The dealership is one of more than a 
dozen of the high school’s community 
business partners that offer internships to 
qualifi ed students.

After his graduation in 2008, Dickson 
enrolled for one quarter of general classes 
at Pierce College before transferring into 
the General Motors Automotive Service 
Educational Program (ASEP) at Shoreline 
Community College.

The two-year ASEP program provides 
students with fundamental skills necessary 
to succeed in the workplace, along with 
valuable hands-on experience. Students 
alternate quarters between classroom 
instruction and paid dealership training. 

The 2008 Puyallup High graduate com-
pleted the two-year program with his 

ASEP certifi cation, an associate’s degree 
in applied arts and sciences, and the dis-
tinction of being named “Top Tech” in his 
graduating class.

He also gained immediate acceptance into 
a full-time job as an automotive service 
technician at Sunset Chevrolet in Sumner.

In his seven years on the job, Dickson has 
been called upon to do a long list of auto-
motive technician work, including routine 
duties such as changing tires, servicing 
brakes, and replacing spark plugs.

The Viking alumnus is also regularly 
called upon by his superiors to trouble-
shoot more advanced mechanical and 
electrical issues, such as car batteries that 
drain quickly for no apparent reason or 
low engine power conditions.

“I really enjoy it because it’s challeng-
ing,” Dickson said. “It works your brain 
trying to diagnose a problem and can feel 
so rewarding when you fi nally identify the 
root cause.”

Dickson said he draws on his years of 
schooling, including math, English, 
and science skills learned at Wildwood 
Elementary, Ferrucci Junior High, and 
Puyallup High, to be successful as an 
automotive service technician.

“Technicians use math skills and equa-
tions often in order to properly trouble-
shoot conditions involving current fl ow, 
voltage, and resistance, as well as to read 
ignition and camshaft timing,” he said.

Written and verbal communication skills 
are also essential, he said, to document 
work completed and explain to a service 
adviser or customer about a diagnosis and 
resolution.

Dickson shines in all areas, said his ser-
vice manager, Jon Noyes.

“He is a complete asset to our shop and 
has been since day one,” Noyes said. 
“Everything you want in a technician, he 
does for us.”

One key indicator of a technician’s suc-
cess, Noyes said, is when there are few 
“comebacks” — customers who return to 
the shop because a problem hasn’t been 
fi xed to their satisfaction.

“Adam does a wonderful job getting the 
job done right the fi rst time,” Noyes said.

Dickson gives credit for much of his learn-
ing over the years to his Puyallup High 
School automotive teacher Larry Turner.

Puyallup High 
automotive program
continued from page 6

continued on page 8

tive-related businesses.

“When fi nished, students can use what they 
have learned to access the next step of their 
education, whether it be as an entry-level 
automotive technician in the workforce or 
as a student in a post-secondary institution 
in pursuit of an advanced degree or certifi -
cate,” said Mark Knight, executive director 
of College and Career Readiness.

Knight continued, “Many local dealer-
ships view our program as the gold 
standard in our area and as a result have 
donated time, expertise, and resources to 
help make the program successful.”

Teacher builds partnerships

Automotive instructor Larry Turner, 
who has been teaching at Puyallup High 
the past 24 years, has built numerous 
partnerships over the years with local 
automotive businesses. 

Representatives from many of these busi-
nesses serve with Turner on a 66-member 
CTE automotive advisory committee, 
which meets regularly to discuss industry 
standards and partnerships with the high 
school.

The high school has also partnered with 
area community and technical colleges to 
offer automotive program students the op-
portunity to earn dual course credit. 

Students are eligible for college credit 
at Clover Park Technical College, Green 
River Community College, and Renton 
Technical College if they earn a “B” or 
better in most automotive classes.

Many of the students enrolled in automo-
tive classes are also active in the school’s 
“Viking Motorsports” club. Students 
have T-shirts printed with the name and a 
purple and gold logo to wear at events and 
club meetings.

The club meets once a week for an hour or 
two after school and is a time for students 
who are passionate about cars to get more 
hands-on vehicle work outside of the regu-
lar school day. This year club members are 
working to restore a 1968 Chevy C10 truck 
that had been found abandoned in a fi eld.

“A lot of us know how to do maintenance 
on a car, but not how to refurbish a ve-
hicle,” said club President Chad Squire, a 
senior this year.

The club also sponsors the automotive 
program’s annual fundraiser — a car 
show held each May on the Puyallup High 
School campus. Community members are 
invited to show their cars, and proceeds 
from the registration fees support the auto-
motive program.

About one-third of the students who sign 
up for the beginning automotive class go 
on to take Auto II and Auto III, Turner 
said. Acceptance into the advanced class 
is contingent on a student’s overall grades 
and whether they have a clean driving 
record, he said.

Eleventh grader Abby Witham said she 
signed up for the beginning class because 
“I think everyone should know a little 
bit about their cars so they can do basic 

maintenance or repairs.”

While automotive-related jobs are not 
something she plans to pursue as a career, 
Witham said she enjoyed the beginning 
class so much that she enrolled in the 
next level this year.

“I found out I really enjoy this,” she said. 
“Cars are really basic when you get down 
to it. You just need to know the different 
systems that make them work.”

Larry Turner, automotive teacher at Puyallup High School for the 
past 24 years, instructs students in a classroom adjacent to an 
8,000-square-foot shop area that offers students hands-on training 
to prepare them for automotive careers. 

Adam Dickson
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Students learned about careers such as law enforcement, medicine, culinary arts, logging, music 
composition, and more during Zeiger Elementary School’s annual Career Day on October 30. 
More than 20 community volunteers representing various professions shared about their careers. 
High school students also attended the annual event to demonstrate what they are learning in the 
district’s Career and Technical Education programs.

Photos: First grader Lorenzo Collier checks out the inside of Pierce County Sheriff Deputy Greg 
Marty’s patrol car while fi fth grader Aurora Philip learns about CPR.   

Conor Collins
Rogers High

As captain of the 
Rogers High boys 
swim and dive team, 
an avid club cyclist, 
and a senior with a 
nearly perfect grade 
point average, Conor 
Collins is on a mission in his fi nal year of 
high school to help other students reach 
their highest potential.

“He is a young man who doesn’t just say 
we need to change things, he makes the 
change happen. He leads by example in 
everything he does,” said his swim coach, 
Stefani Fersch.

The 17-year-old Rogers High School 
student is founder of “Finer Future,” a 
newly registered nonprofi t and 501(c)(3) 
organization in Washington state.

The goals of the organization are simple, 
Collins said. Finer Future seeks to:
• Help students, especially those from 

disadvantaged families, get connected 
to school and their community with 
the creation of after-school clubs in 
elementary and junior high schools. 
Students help peers by providing tutoring 
and mentorship, and Finer Future 

partners with the community to provide 
the fi nancial resources necessary to 
support the extracurricular opportunities.

• Raise money through donations and 
fundraisers to support the clubs, award 
an annual scholarship to a graduating 
high school senior in Washington state, 
and provide backpacks fi lled with 
school supplies to assist students from 
families in need. 

Since the organization was formed last 
February, Collins and six of his fellow 
Rogers High students have coordinated 
fundraisers, established a website to 
collect donations and connect those who 
want to help, and awarded a $500 scholar-
ship to an Orting High School senior. The 
scholarship is open to high school seniors 
statewide.

The group continues to organize fundrais-
ers this year and hopes to increase the 
high school scholarship to $1,000 this 
June, Collins said.

The idea to form the Finer Future organi-
zation began, Collins said, as a way to ful-
fi ll his community service hours required 
for graduation.

And it grew from there.

“I knew there had to be a way to get kids 

Editor’s note: This is the next in a series of “Everyday Heroes” articles that appear 
in each issue of Connections. The articles feature students who go above and beyond 
to make their school or community a better place. Employees throughout the school 
district nominate students for the recognition. The name of each student nominated is 
featured on the “Everyday Heroes” Web page on the Puyallup School District website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

more engaged after school,” he said. “Be-
ing involved in extracurricular activities is 
closely tied to academic success.”

After sharing his idea with some teach-
ers and getting offers of help from a half 
dozen of his classmates, Collins drafted a 
comprehensive proposal and presented it 
to Superintendent Tim Yeomans. 

Yeomans welcomed the teen’s idea and 
encouraged him to meet with the school 
district’s legal advisers at the Patterson 
Buchanan law fi rm in Seattle. The fi rm 
volunteered to review and submit neces-
sary legal documents, including articles 
of incorporation and bylaws, for nonprofi t 
status to the state.

Collins also contacted an estate lawyer 
friend in Tacoma who helped him submit, 
also on a pro bono basis, required forms to 
the Internal Revenue Service. 

“It doesn’t matter the task given, Conor’s 
‘I can do it’ attitude is impressive — and 
even better, he not only believes he can 
accomplish any task, he actually does ac-
complish any task,” Fersch said.

With Finer Future’s legal status and 
structure in place, Collins is searching this 
year for a student successor to keep the 
organization’s momentum going after he 
graduates. 

Collins has applied to Stanford University, 
as well as numerous other colleges, with 

a plan to pursue an international rela-
tions degree. His career sights are set on 
becoming an international lawyer.

The former Ballou Junior High and Zeiger 
Elementary student maintains a 3.9 grade 
point average this year and is enrolled in a 
rigorous course load, including Advanced 
Placement (AP) Calculus, AP Govern-
ment, and AP Physics. 

In addition to swimming throughout his 
high school years, the 17-year-old is 
one of the Pacifi c Northwest’s premier 
cyclists, having placed eighth in 2013 in 
the annual Everest Challenge bike race in 
Bishop, California.

A member of the “Puyallup Cyclopaths” 
cycling group, Collins has also cycled to 
the top of three of the world’s toughest 
hill climbs — all located in Hawaii. He 
climbed 11,100 feet in a grueling 45-mile 
bike trek up Mauna Loa and also rode to 
the top of Mt. Haleakala and Mauna Kea.

Before he graduates in June, Collins is 
working to secure donations and contact 
teachers to inform them that Finer Future 
is there to support them with developing 
after-school learning opportunities.

“The resources are there for them,” he 
said. “I want to see schools inspire kids to 
go as far as they can dream.”

For more information about Finer Future, 
visit www.fi nerfuture.org

Zeiger Elementary hosts annual Career DayGraduate profi le
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Rogers High senior Conor Collins is founder of “Finer Future,” a 
nonprofi t organization created to help other students succeed.

“He worked with us one-on-one and was 
really helpful in explaining how things 
worked,” Dickson said. “He is also very 
dedicated to providing the best he can for 
the program.”

Turner described Dickson as “a great 
student who had a passion for cars” and 
someone who regularly competed in re-
gional and state automotive competitions.

The 24-year-old graduate, who recently 
married Puyallup High 2012 graduate 
Brandi Arnold, said one of his dreams 
is to set aside enough money and time 
to work on his own car — a Saturn he pur-
chased in high school that is much like the 
one he fondly remembers his late father 
working on years ago.

Dickson has installed some of the same car 
parts on his Saturn that helped power the car 
his dad drove before his death 10 years ago.

The Puyallup resident also plans to contin-
ue learning about the automotive industry 
by becoming certifi ed in specialized areas.

“I really do love what I do,” he said. “I look 
forward to going to work. It’s my passion to 
do the best I possibly can every day.”


